Contributed by Frank Gerhardt

AKA6/412-1/(1mk) U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AKA8)
Serial No. 0105 o/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

“ONFIDENT a:. 13 June 1945

Fromi The Commanding Officer.
Tot The Commander in Ohief, U.,S. Fleet.

Subject: War Diary - 1-22 April 1942,
Refarence: (a) CinCh Rest. ltr. FF1/A12-1 Serial 4690 dated 5 June 1945.

1, In accordance with request of reference (a), War Diary of this
vessel for period covering 1 April 1942 through 22 April 1942 is submitted
herewith.

1-6 April 1942; (Zone #4) Underway from ANTOFAGASTA, CHILE, enroute to
NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK with cargo of ingot and electrolytic copper, im accord-
ance with instructions from United States Consul of ANTOFAGASTA, CHILE., Steam-
ing independently on course 000° T, 000° pge, 356° pee, 351° pste at standard
speed of 16 knots, 86 RPM.

T April 19423 (Zone /4) Underway es before. Passed ISLA BONA LIGHT
abeam to port, distant 7.6 miles. Steering various courses and maneuvering at
various speeds following Navy patrol craft to anchorage assigned in Panama Bay
to await orders. Captain at conn, Navigator on the bridge. 1335 Anchored in
Paname Bay on the following bearingss TORTOLITA ISLAND, 303° T, FLAMENCO ISLAND
LIGHTHOUSE, 004° T, and SAN JOSE ROCK, 012° T, 1500 Made all preperations for
goetting underway. 1514 Underway to transit canal in accordance with orders of
Commendant 15th Naval District. Pilot C. BAYERSTOCK at conn, Captaein and
Navigator on the bridge, steering various courses and maneuvering at various
speeds to conform to channel. 1600 Standing down BALBOA REACH, standard speed
15 knote, 81 RFM. Proceeding at various speeds and eteering various courses to
cenform to channel. 1613 Anchored in BALBOA INNER HARBOR in 7 fathoms of water
with 45 fathoms of chain to the port anchor. 1645 Made all preparations for
getting underway. 1653 Underway to transit canal. 1712 Approaching MIRAFLORES.
1751 Entered second leck, MIRAFLORES. 1814 Let go all lines, 1815 Left MIRA-
FLORES LOCKS and entered MIRAFLORES LAKE. 1827 Approaching PEDRO MIGUEL LOCKS.
1831 Received wires from locomotives. 1840 Inside PEDRO MIGUEL LOCK. 1909 Let
go all limes. 1914 Left PEDRO MIGUEL LOCKS, approaching PARAISO REACH. 2154
Approaching GATUN LOCKS. 2207 Received wires from locomotives. 2214 Secured to
first look, GATUN. 2239 Entered second lock, GATUN. 2300 Entered third lock,
GATUN, 2321 let go all lines and left GATUN LOCKS. Proceeded down GATUN APPROACH
to TIMON BAY.

ril (Zone #4) 0000 Steaming on various courses and maneuvering
at various speeds approaching Pier 8, CRISTOBAL, CANAL ZONE, standard speed 15
knots, 81 RPM, tug TAVERNILLA alongside to pert. Captein, Executive Officer
and Navigator on the bridge, Pilot C. BAUERSTOCK at the conn, 0015 Moored star-
board side to Pier 8-B, CRISTOBAL, CANAL ZONE. 0039 Pilot left ship. 1530 Made
all preparations for getting underway. 1615 Got underway in accordance with Port
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Director, 15th Naval District's letter A4-3/NTS/ND15 of april 8, 1942, Captain,
Executive Officer and Navigator on the bridge, pilet W. CAICUTT at the conn.
Standard speed 15 knote, 81 RPM, standing out of LIMON BAY on various courses
conforming to the channel and at various speeds.

9 April 19423 (Zone f4) Steaming independently as before. U.S.S. BORIE
acting as escort vessel.

11 19423 (Zone £4) 0714 U.S.S. BORIE, escort vessel, discovered
to have left during hours of darknees. 0724 Commenced zig-zagging in accordance
with Plan #8.

1;;#@_5255;_;3533 (Zone #4) Steaming independently as before using zig-
zag Plen #0.

14 April 19423 (Zone £4) 2009 LOOKOUT BIGHT LIGHTED ENTRANCE BUOY #2
abeam to starboard, distant 0.5 miles. 2014 Anchored in LOOKOUT BIGHT, NORTH
CAROLINA, in 7 fathome of water with 45 fathome of chain to the starboard anchor
on the following bearings: CAPE LOOKOUT LIGHTHOUSE, 089° T, LOOKOUT BIGHT, WRECK
LIGET, 103° 30' T, and LIGHTED ENTRANCE BELL BUOY #2, 229° T.

15 April 19423 (Zone £4) Anchored im LOOKOUT BIGHT, NORTH CAROLINA.
0515 Made all preparations for getting underway. 0551 LIGHTED ENTRANCE BUOY #2
abeam to port, distant 250 yards. 1000 Formed convoy of two columnes of two
ships each, one tanker astern and one tanker, one freighter, column to starboard,
distant 1000 yards, Shipe 800 yards mstern. Escort of two British trawlers,
(HMS LADY ROSEMARY) one Coast Guard Cutter, U.S.S. DICKERSON, as anti-submarine
screen., 1209 Changed speed to 15 knots, 81 RPM and proceeded in convoy with two
tenkers with U.S.8. DICKERSON as escort. 1515 OLD CAPE HATTERAS LIGHTHOUSE abeam
to pﬂ"t, distant 9.3 miles.

16 April 1942: (Zone £4) 0206 Pilot E.E. GUY came aboard. 0300 Anchored
in LYNNHAVEN ROADS, VIRGINIA, in T fathoms of water with 45 fathoms of chain to
the port anchor en the following bearingss CAPE HENRY LIGHTHOUSE, 126° Tj HOTEL
CHIMNEY, 222° T, LYNNHAVEN INLET DRAWBRIDGE, 322° T. 0730 Made all preparations
for getting underway. 0859 With CHESAPEAKE BAY ENTRANCE LIGHTED WHISTIE BUOY
"2CB" abeam to starboard, distant 50 yards, took departure and set course 0449
T, 044° pge, 044° psc, 046° pstc. 1610 Cemsed zig-zagging. Mameuvering on
various courses and at various speeds approaching DELAWARE BAY ENTRANCE. 1824
Proceeded towarde anchorage, Captain, Executive Officer and Navigator on the
bridge, pilot F.C. MAULL at the conn, Standard speed 15 knote, 81 RPM, steering
various courses to conform to channel, 1905 Anchored in DELAWARE BAY in 7
fathoms of water with 45 fathoms of chain to the starboard anchor on the follow-
ing bearinge: CAPE MAY LIGHTHOUSE, ogﬁ" 31' T, HARBOR OF REFUGE LIGHT, 200° 30°
T, WEST END OF BREAKWATER LIGHT, 217° T, BRANDYWINE SHOAL LIGHTED BUOY, 340° T,




CONFIDENTIAL
AKA6/A12-1/(1xk) U.S.S. ALCHTBA TARAGY
Serial No, 0105 13 June 1945
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17 April 1942: (Zone f4) Anchored as before. 0630 Made all preparations

for getting underway. 1847 GOVERNOR'S ISLAND LIGHT abeam to starboard., 1852
Entered North River. 1931 Moored starboard side to North side of Pier 57, North
River, New York, New York, with 13 manile lines and one wire spring.

18-20 April 1942; (2Zone #4) Moored as before, 1200 Discharging ingot
and electrolytic copper from hatohes #1, #2, #3, and #5,

21 April 1942; (2Zonme £4) Moored as before continuinz discharge of copper.
0700 Completed fueling ship having received on board 190,816.50 gallons of fuel

oil. 1730 Discontinued diecharging copper.

22 April 1942; (Zone #4) Moored as before. 0620 Made all preparations
for getting underway. 0702 Underway from Pier #57, NEW YORK, NEW YORK in
accordancé with Port Director 3rd Naval District's letter FGR/RAK/MKd/A4-3(AK23)
Serial TDNY 0994 of April 20, 1942, with Captain, Emecutive Officer, Navigator
on bridge and pilot A. SODERBERG at the conn, steering variocus courses and steam-
ing at various speeds to conform to North River. 1952 Anchored off BOMBAY HOOK
POINT, DELAWARE BAY in 7 fathoms of water with 45 fathoms of chain to the port
anchor on the following bearings: COHANSEY LIGHT, 078° T; SHIP JOHN SHOAL LIGHT,

131° T; CHANNEL BUOY #23, 172° 30' T.
¢
&




+0701

114926

RECRIVED S kit
Room 268

N 8 198

ROULE 1=
Op Pile Ne (80 ,/_2"”.-//%/'\'345
e, TN Yoo F7e _

T ] it s /_3" / p——

% N




(3

s

S

L

.
Fa 8 7
.
{
3 3V

cargo

belnc

f 3 x '!
A '
._' !
- . . .
"
\ v ’
) L
;s v
2
1 Y ] 4
nd anumunil
also tank 1
a1l

unde

rtaken.,

:

.
-~
T A
| -
< | [
’..’ -
" . .
. | { L] 4 L rl . 1.3 (]
’ A,
= J ]
¥ . /

i '
L]
y £ com 1 ¢ 1
Tur o 3 AMa e
pply rag
e [} o0 |-.|";' [=1
' gar o ] -




(£)
(g)

'ay 26,27, 1942,

U.S868. ALCHIBA (LXK23),llaval Transportetion Service.

Fort Director lNew York,!,¥.!'s letter FGR/RAK/mld
74=3/A%23/PDNY (0994) of April 20,1942,

l'one,
Position, Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina.

Finishing up s
ment, lakinz sl

}
- - s
ready for sea,

-

vy Yard work, Testing booms, und equip-
b

No remarks.

A0 remarks.

Commander, US LAVY, éa/

Commanding.



(a)
(b)

N
o
L 4

(e)

(£)
()

May 28, 1942,

U.3.8.,ALCHIBA (AK23), Naval Trm sportation Service.
] Direstor llew York,i.¥.'!'s letter FGR/RAK/mkd
A4-5/0¥23/PDIY (0994) of April 20, 1942.

None.

0800-Position, Navy Yard, Charleston,Zouth Carolina,
1200-Cooper River, off Charleston, South Carollna.
2000=-Anchored in Cooper River off Clarlsston,S8,.C.

i -y

Inderway &t Drum Island Range, Charleston,S.C. for

cv‘l lbrra t 1{‘.:.1 o f ,—'lr;-. aues -','.T_‘!l___ﬂ el‘l”i‘_'n-ir}]l I . ‘:r)‘flt, i 1111{—1,-7[ mali-
ing ready for sea,

o remarks.

o remarlks.,

EfggizaggygﬂLA_uac:AA_

Commander, U .S.Navy, j"/

]
Commanding.
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)

(b)

(e)
(a)

(e)

SECRET

May 29,1942,
U.S8.8. ALCHIEA (AK23), Naval Transportatlion Service,

Cormandant 6th Naval Digtrict's dispateh 281500 of
May 1942,

llone,

Positlons:
0800~ Anchored In Cooper Hiver off Chmrleston,B8:C.
1200= Anchored in Cooper River off Charleston,8.C.
2000- 52-45=-30 lorth Lat., 78-31=30 ./est Longe.

Underway at 1300 in obedlence to Commandant 6th
Naval Distriettls dispatech 281500 of May 1942,
Proceeding to Base Iiypo in company with the
U.S8.8. Alcyone,and U.S.8. Balnbridge as escort.

lie remarks.

o remarks,.

<.
%.Freem ﬂ

Commander,U,8.1lavy,
Commending,




(e)

(1)

v.a «

Uesnionia

AT.CHIPA, (4X23),

Commandant Gth lNaval

District'ta di

May30,1942,

laval Transcortation

S

teh

=

Sarvice,

281500 of

1 aAD
May 1942

ositiona: 0800- 34-07-00 leorth Lat, 75-47-00 Jest Lonr.
1200~ 35=02-00 " " 75=-00-00 " "
2000~ 36-20-00 " " 75-33-00 M "

Distance ndes ood

At 0845 a large =outhb

- =

Charleston,3.C. to EBgs

Eainbridge gs

No bemarks.

(o Tof

o U

noon

ound convoy was passed,

mllea,

route

e Hypo incompany with USS Alcyons,

escort.

Commanding.

. L]
S.re f—.ar‘ﬂ- an

Commander, U

.S.Navy, ﬂ
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ECRET

1 i O40
May 31,1942,

.:‘-3- --..rﬂm:.?I___.-. (.__’_Zj, .fﬁ':l Tran _1‘1]“?' .",I_..-'u_ _:l.;"jn:'r

Commandant 6th Naval Districtta dlspatch £81500 of
llay 1942,

lione.

osltlon: inchor: lampton Roads, rginis.,
":’.."'1' G "!.1"_': _._‘.\“« oon ¢ or ¢ i | :(:. Y ' 1{' 'y

o3, Freeman g
4 OINME ndﬂr‘, T.- . S ™ ::CIV'}"

Commanding.
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(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(o)

(r)
(g)

June 1, 1942.

U.3.8, ALCHIBA(AK23),Naval Transportation Service.
Commeandant 6 Naval District's dispateh 281500 of May,1942.
Non‘u
Positions
0800« Anchored in Hampton Roads & Va,
1200~ Moored alongside Pler 2, Naval Supply Depot Annex,
2000~ (Amy Base),Norfolk, Va,
At 1038 shifted herth to Pler 2, Naval :22’3! Depot Annex,
(Army Base),Norfolk,Va. pursuant to vis spatch of
Commandant 5 Naval “1strict,
Noremarks,

No remarks.

J.8« Freeman
Eomn&i:; U.8 Navy, é’(/




(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

(@)
(r)
(g)

SECRET
June 2,3, 1042,

U.S. S.ALCHIBA(AER3 ), Naval Transportation Service.
Commandant 6 Naval District's dispatch 281500 of May 1942,
None
Position: ,
Moored alongside PLér 2, Naval Supply Depot “nnex,
(Apmy Base), Norfolk,Va.
Commenced loading U.S.Marine Corps supplies and equipment.
No remarks,

Ho remurka,

JeS.Fre .
san;lndgtl.s.mwy, g:@/

(A




(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

(e)

(1)
(g)

SECRET

June 4-9, 19042,

UsS.S.,ALCHIBA (AEK23), Naval Transportation Service.
Commandant 6 Naval District's dispatch 281500cof May 1942,
Nons.

Posltion:

Moored alongside Pler 3}, Havul Supply Depot Annex
(Army Base), Norfolk, Va,

At 0700 June 4, shifted be h.to Plier ly Naval Supply Depdt
Anmnex (Army Base), Norfolk, VA, Continued loading U.S.
Merine Corps supplies and equipment. Completed loading
on June 9, 4,453 tons of cargo, 12 officer passengers,
and 167 enlisted passengers of the U.S.Marine Corps.

No remarks,

No remarks.

f

!'J 8 .Freeman 7
| |Commander, U.S.Navy, &/
[ Commanding.
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SECRET

June 10, 1942.

(a) Task Force 39, Commander Destroyer Squadron 7 in USS
Plunket, Escort Commander, escort conslsting of USS
Hilary P. Jones, Madison, Lansdale,C.F. Hughes.
Commanding Officer USS ALCYONE Convoy Commodere,
Convoy consisting of USS ALCHEIEA, LIBRA, MIZAR.

(b) Commandeant 5 Naval District's Movement Order 16«42 of June 6.
(e) None.
(d) Positions:

0800~ Underway standing out of Chesapoake Bay.

1200~ Anchored in Lynnhaven Roads,
2000~ 37«04 North Lat. 74-49 Wewt Long.

Heavy fog set in while proceeding down Bgy.

(e) Got underway from Pier #1 Neval Supply Depot Annex, (Army
Base), Norfolk, Virgin ia, at 0700. Pvoceeded down Chesa=-
g:nka Baye At 0939 andhored in Lynnhaven Roads due to

avy fog

o At 1403 pgot underway from Lynnhaven Roads and
proceeded out to E@e through swept channel.
(f) No remarkss.

(g) No remarks,

J.S§Freeman :
Commander, U,S.Navy, é;é/r
Commanding,



SECRET

June 11, 19642,

(a) Task Force 39, Commander Destroyer Squadron 7 in U,8,8,
PLUNKET Escort Commander, escort consisting of U,8.8.
MADISON, C.F. HUGHES, HILARY P. HUONES, LANSDALE. Cogmanding
Officer U.S,8. ALCYONE Convoy Commodcre, convey consisting

of U,S.8. ALCHIBA, LIBRA, MIZAR.

(b) Commandant 5 Naval District's Movement Order l6-42 of June 6,

(¢) None.

(d) Positions:

080~ 35-14.5 thth Lat, 73=384,5 West Long.
1200~ 34-34 “ 75«32
2000~ 32-50 " L 75«32 » »
Distance made good, 255 miles.
(e) No remurks,
(f9 No remarkd,

(g) N o remarks,

gugmgr fr,.U.B Navy, Zﬂg/w



SECRET

June 12, 1942,

Task Morce 359. Commander Destroyer Sguadron 7 in U.S.S.

(a)
PLUNKET, Escort Commander, escort consisting of U,.3.8.
PLUNKET, MADISON, D.F, HUGHES, LANSDALE, HILARY P. JONES,

CUhﬁnnding Officer U.S8.3. ALCYONE Convoy Commodore, convoy
coneisting of U,8.8., ALCHIBA, ALCYONE, LIBRA, AND MIZAR,

Commandant 5 Naval Districtls Movement Order 16-42 of June 6.

(b)
(ec) None.
(d) Positiona. .
0000=30=38 Nowbh Lat. 78-08 West Long.
" 71e2R,6 " "

1200-20«50,5 "
2000-28-256 " " 70=07 |
Distance and course made good noon to noon, 311 miles,
158 degirees True. |

(e) No remarks. f

(f) No remcarks, }

(g) No remarks,

J«SFreeman |
Commander, U.8.Navy, szﬁ
Commandinge. -

——

e e

i



(a)

(b)
(e)
(d)

(o)
(£)
(g)

SECRET
June 13, 1942,

Task Forse 39, Commandor Bestroysr 8qQquadron 7 ia U.3,8,
PLUNKET, Esocort Cogmande®, escort conslsting of U.8.8.
PLUNKET, €.®. HUGHES, HILARY P, JONES, LANSDALE, MADISON:

Co a0 door TUBVST ALCYONE , Comvoy Cormmodore, convoy
consistibg of U.S,3. ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA, AND MIZAR.

Couanidant & Naval District's Movement Order 16«42 of June 6.

None.

Pocltloms: y
0800~ 25«46 North Lat- 60«04 West Longe
1200~ 84#51 " E 68=6L " ¥
2000~ 23-02 (" " 68=33 " Y

Distence and course made good noon to noon, 345 Miles,
156° True,

No remeris.
No remaris.

No rencriks.

J.8.Freeman g /
Commander, U .3,Navy, :
Commanding.

T




(a)

(b)
(w)
(a)

(o)
(r)
(g)

SECRET
June 14, 1942.

Task Force 39, comnxndor Destroyer Squadron 7 in U,S8,.8,
PLUNKET, Escort Commander, escort consisting of U.S.8,
PLUNKET C.F, HUGHES, HILARY # , HONES, MADISON, IANBDALE:
OMding Officer U.S S. ALCYONE, Convoy Commodore, convoy
consisting of U,S,8, ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA AND MKIZAR,
Commandant 5 Naval District's llovement Order 16-42 of Jine 6.
Nonmem
Posltlons:

0800« 20~17 North Lat, 68-02 West Long.

1200« 19-21 " "o éBe02 "

2000« 17«45 " " 68«52 " %

Distance made good noon to noon, 337 piles,
No remarks.
No remarks,

Ne remarks.

J.3,.reonan, /
Commander, US Navy,




(a)

(b)
(e)
(al

(o)
(r)
(g)

June 15, 1942,

Task Force 39, Commander Destroyer Squadron 7 in U.S8.8.
PLUNKET, Escort Commander, escort consisting of U.S.8.
PLUNKET, C.F. HUGHES, LANSDALE, MADISON, HILARY P. JONES:
CGnmanding Officer U.S8.S. ALCYONE, Comvoy Commodore,convoy
consisting of U,S.8. ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA, MIZAR.

Cormmandant 5 Naval District's Movement Order 16«42 of June 6 .

None.

Positions:
0800« 16«21 North Lat, 71-20 West Lonﬁitudo.
1200= 15«59 @ " » 72«10 "
2000« 14«58,5 " " T4=00 " "

Diastance and course mede good noon to noon, 351 mlles,
228° True.

No remarks,
No remarks.
No remarks,

J.8 ., Freeman
Commender, U.S.Navy,
Commen linge

/oi




(a)

(b)
(e)
(d)

(é)
(1)
(g)

SECRET
June 16, 1942,

TAsk Force 39, Commander Destroyer Sqguandron 7 in US.8.
PLUNKET» Escort Commander, escort consisting of U.S.8.
FLUNKET, C.F, HUGHES, LANSDALE, MADISON, HILARY P, JONES,
Commanding Officer U.8.8, ALCYONE Eonvoy Commodore, convoy
Consisting of U.8.,8, ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA, AVD MLZAR,
Commandant 5 Naval Districtts Movement Order 16-42 of June 6.
lone.
Poplticns:

0800~ 13~27 North Lat. 76«13 wWest Longes

1200« 12«58 " o 76=5% " »

BO00= 11-39 " " 78«09 ¥ ”

Dia&anoe nade good and coumse,noon to noon, 526 miles,
2527 Trme,

No remarks,
No remarks,

No remerkss

J.3.Freonan
Commander, U,S.Navy,
Commending, 2?



SECRET
June 17, 1942,

(a) Task Force 39, Commander Destroyer Sguadron 7 in U,8,.8,
PLINKET, Bscort Ccommander, easort consisting of U,8,8,
PLUNKET, LANSDALE, C.F, HUCEES, MADISON, HILARY P. JONES,
Comman Ifider U.S.8, ALCYONE Oonvoy Conmodore, convoy
Consisting of US.S. ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA AND MIZAR.

(b) Commandant 5 Naval District's lgvement Order 16~42 of June 6,

(e¢) Nones /

(d) Positions; |
0800=Approaching Limon Bay, Canal Zone,
1200-Trangiting the Panama Cannl,
2000-Plexr’ 18A, Balboa, Canal Zone.

Distance mnd coursemade good, ncon to noon, 204 miles,
258° T!'\lpo

(e) At 0835 anchored in Limon Ba.{, Colon, Canal Zopo. 1105 Got
underway jand commended transit of the Panama Canal, 34
Oonpleud transit of the Pgnama Canal and moor&d in Berth
309, l’i r ﬂ m. B‘lbo‘. cmﬂl Zone.e

(£) No rm:rkl‘.a
(g) No rm:bxm.

J«8.Proeman, Sulr
CMdBI‘ U.B.Ha‘?y. &Qf
Commandinge




(a)

(B)
(e)
(d)

(e)

()

(g)

SECRET

June 18, 1942,

Task Group 8l.3, Commanding Officer U,S8.8. TRENTON,Escort
Commander, escort consisting of U,8,3. TRENTON AND WARRINGTON.
Commanding Officer U,8.,8. ALCYONE,Convoy Commodore, convoy
consisting of U.S.3. ALCYONE, ALCHHBA, DRA AND MIZAR,

Commandant 15 Naval District's Movement Order 10«42 of June 17,
None,
FPoaltions: s o

0800~ Moored at Pier 18& Balboa, Canal Zone.

1200« 08«24 North Lat., 79-30.5 Wes® Long,

2000= Q06=48 " " 79=51 » -

At 0859 got underway frog Fier 106A, Balboa, Cgnal Zone, and
proceeded out tc sea,

Commandant 16 Naval Pistrict'!s d¥ovement Order 10-42 of June 17.
Panamn Sea Frontier Sortie Order 2-42 of June 17, 1942, and
routing Instructione,

No remarkss

Jde S Freoman '
Comnunder, U,8.,Navy, @//
Commundinga 2?



(a)

(b)
(c)
(a)

(e)
(r)
(g)

June 19,1942,

Task Group 8l,5. Commanding Officer U.2,.8. TRENTON,Escort
Commander, escort cousisting of VU.S.S. TRENTON and WARRINGTON,
Commanding Officer U.S.8. ALCYONE Convoy Commedore, convoy
consisting of U.85.S., ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA,end MIZAR.,
Commandant 15 Naval PRistrlct'sc Movement Order 10-42 of Jume 1l7.
Nene.
Poslitions.

0800« 06«01 North Lat, 82-£2 \leat I.on.ﬁtit;udo.

1200- 05«48 . " 83=17

2000« Q6«20 " " 85«03 "

Distance made good, noon to noon, 321 miles.
No remarks.
Ne remerks,
No remarka,

"'.

J .8 reenan
Gomu B"" U. .HEW,
Commancinge é



SECRET

June 20, 1942,
() Tagk Group 2°,3, Commanding Offlcer U.S8.8.TRENTCH, Escort
Comusnder, escort consisting of U,5,5, TRENTON and WARRINGTON.

CommandingOfficer U,8.3. ALCYOWE Convey Coimnodore, convoy
consisting of U.S8,.5.ALCYONE, ALCHIDA, LIBRA and MIZLR.

(b) COmmandant 15 Kavel Districtt's Movement Order 12«42, of June 17.
(e) None.
(d) Foeltions:

Q800» (4«23 North Lat, 87«35 West Longituds,

1200 (C4-16 L " 88ep3 " ”

2000« 03«41 » " 00=0€¢ " "

Diaganna and courre made good noen to noon,321 miles,
255" True.

(e) No remarks.

(f) No remarks.

(g) No remmrks.

JeSeFreoman é@//
Commender U,8,Navy, @
Coummanding.

/5




Junezl, 1942.

(a) Task Group 81,3. Commanding Officer U,S5.8.TRENTON thora
Commander, escort conslating or U.8.8, TRENTON wund WARRINCTON,
Comuanding Officer U.S.8.ALCYONE COnvoy Commodore comoy
Conalsting of U.3.8, ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA,and r’n

(b) Comnandant 15 Naval District's Movement Order 10«42 of June 17,

(0) Bonoe

(d) Poaitions.

0800« 0C«386 Norih Lab. PRwidk Woat uongitude.
1200= Q227 " QImLl
2000~ 01-57 . " PB=45 W "

Distence and course made good, noon to noop, 538 miles,
851% True.

(e) &b 3436 layge patrol plans flew over ship.
(f) DNo remarks.

(g) No remarks,

J 8. Froeman éﬂ
Commander, US.NAVY, '
Commandinge

/6




(a)

(b)
(e)
(d)

(o)
()
(g)

SECRET
June 22, 1942,

Task Group 8l.3, Commanding Officer U.S.8.TRENTON Lscort
Céomendey, escort consleticg of U,S5.8.TEENTON and WARRINGTON.
Commending Officer U.S,8.ALCYONE Convoy Commodore, convoy
consistihg of U.8.8, ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA,snd MIZAR.
Commandant 15 Neval District's Movement Order 10-42 of June 17.
lone,
Pogeltionsas

0200= 00-52 North Lat, 98-32 West Long,

1200« 00-34 " . 90=32 . -

2000« 00«02 » " 301-18.8 ™ .

Distqnce and course made good noon to noon, 366 miles,
252° True,

Ne remarks,
Neo renmarks,
No remerks.

Jc S - Fr!."’la:ﬂ-n
Commnender, T,.S8.NAvVy,

Commandin., gd

e, GRS

/7




June 23, 1942,

(a) Task Group 8l,3. Commanding Officer U.S.S. TRENTON Escort

(b)
(e)
()

(of
(r)
(g)

Commander, escort consisting of U.S.S. TRENTON and WARRINGYON.
Commanding Officer U.S.S. ALCYONE COnvoz Commodore, convoy
conslsting of U.S.S. ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LI

BRA, and MIZAR.
Commandant!l5 Naval District's Movement Order 1lO-42 of June 17.

Hone.

Poalitions:
0800~ 00«58 Sout:h Lat. 103-52 West Long.
1200~ Ql=24.,5 " " 104-45 "

2000~ 02-16 " "  106-39 " A

&tﬂf:. :ngs &gum:.znndo good noon to noon,

No remarks.
No remarks.
No remarks,

J.8Freemgn éd
Commander, U.S.Navy,
Commanding.




(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(o)
(r)
)

SECRET

June 24, 1942.

Task Group 8l.3. Commanding Officer U.S8.8. TRENTON Escort
Commander, escort conslsting of U.S.8. TRENTON and WARRINGTON.
Commanding Officer U.S.8. ALCYONE Convoy Commodore, Comvoy
consisting ot U.8.5. ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA, and MIZAR.
Sommandant 15 Naval Districts Movement Order l1l0-42 of June 17.
None.
Positions,

0800« 03-«19 South Lat, 109-24 West Dongitudo.

1200« 03-34 " . 110-20 .

2000~ 04-14 " . 112-15 " »

Disjance ahd course male good noon to noon, 361 miles.
249" True,

No remarks.
No remarks,

No remarks,

J.S.Frecman . J ‘
Commander U.,S8.Navy, é
Commanding, :



(a)

(b)
(e)
(d)

(o)
(£)
(g)

SECRET

June 25, 1942,

Task Group 8l.3. Comnmanding Officer U,8.8, TRENTON Escort
Commander, escort conslsting of U,8.8, TRENTON and WARRINGTON.
Commanding Offlcer U,S8.8., ALCYONE, Convoy Commodore, convoy
consisting of U,S.8. ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA and MIZAR,
Commandant 15 Naval District's Movement Ormder 10«42 of June 17/
Rone.
Positions,

0800« 05«16 South Lat, 115<07 West Lohg.

1200« 05«35 " . 116-04 - !

2000~ 06«11 » " 11754 » !

Distance and course made good, noon to noon, 365 miles,
250 True.

No remarks,
No remarks,

No remarks.

g::&i::::.g S.Na é;y
.0- Vs



(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)
(£)
(g)

June 26, 1642,
Task Group 81.3. Commending Officer U.8.S. TRENTON Escort

Commander, escort consisgting of U,38.8. TRENTON and WARRINGTON.

Commanding Officer U,8.8. ALCYCNE Convoy Commodere, convoy
conslsting of U.8.8.ALCYONE, ALCEIBA, LIDRA and MIZAR.

Commandant 15 Naval District's Movement Order 10«42 of June 17/

None.

Poeitions.

0800« 07«00 South Lat, 1lZ20-32 West I.ons.

1200~ 0O7-256 "
2000~ 08«00 "

Distamce and course made good noon to noon, 337 miles,
251 degrees True.

No remarks,
No remarks,

No ramarks,

181-24.5
123-15

JeS.Freoman
Commander U,.S.Navy,
Commanding

L

Al

TR EIRTI



(a)

(b)
(¢)
(a)

(o)
)
(g)

SECRET
June 27, 1942,

Task Group 8l.3. Commanding Officer U.8.8. TRENTON &lort
Commander escort conaslsting of U,S8.8, TRENTON and WARRINGTON.
Commanding Officer U.2.3. ALCYONE Convoy Commodore, convoy
conglsting of U,8,8. ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA and MIZAR.

Commandant 15 Naval District('s Movement Order 10~42 of June 17.

lione.

Positlionse.
03200« 08=44 South Lat. 126«54 West Long
1200~ 08=59 o 126-45 "

2000= 09=31 L " 12081 " »

Distance wnd course made good noon to noon, 333 miles,
253" True.

No rematlcs,
No ramark'a.

No remarks,

J.8,Freeman /
Commander U.S.Navy, gd
Commanding.



(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(o)
(£)
()

June 28, 1942,

Task Group 8l.3, Commanding Officer U.,S8.8, TRENTON Escort
Commander escort consisting of U.S.8. TRENTON and WARRINGTON.
Commanding Offlcer U,3,S, ALCYONE Convoy Commcdore, convoy
consisting of U,S.8. ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRAand MIZAR.
Commandant 15 Naval District's Movement Order 10«42 of June 17.
None.
Positions.

0800= 10-1l4 South Lat. 131-03 West Longe.

1200~ 10-28 o " 131-57 ¢ 5

2000« 10-54 . " 153=51 w "

Distance and course made ood noon to noon, 326 miles,
254 degrees True,

No remarks,
No remarks,

No remarks.

g.s. Froumng
ommander, U,S.Navy Lj
commnndiné. . ! é{'

&
N



(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)
(r)
(g)

SECRET

June £9, 1642,

Task Group 8l.,3 Commanding Officer U.S8.,S. TRENTON EScort
Command@rsescort consisting of U,8,.8.TRENTON and WARRINGTON.
Commanding Officer U.S8.S. ALCYQNE Convoy Commodore, convoy
conslsting of U.8,8, ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA and MIZAR.
Commandant 15 Naval District{s Movement Order 1l0-42 of June 17,
None.
Positions. “

0800« 11«20 South Lat. 136-27 West M

1200« 1l-41 . " 137-21 "

2000« 12«07 " " 130-08 " -

Distance and course made good noon to noon, 326 miles,
257 degreds True,

No remarks,

No remarks.

No remarks,

JeSeFreeman
Commander U.S,Navy, é@j
Commanding .



(a)

(b)
(o)
(a)

(e)
(£)
(g)

SECRET

June 30, 1942,

Task Growp B8l.3. Commanding Officer U.S8.8, TRENTON Escort
Commandey, escort consisting of U,8.,8, TRENTONand WARRINGTON.
Commending Officer U.S.8. ALCYONE Convoy Commodore, convoy
consisting of U.S.S.ALCYONE, ALCHIPA, LIBRA and MIZAR,

Commandant 15 Naval District's Movement Order 1l0-42 of June 17

None.

Posglitions. 4
0800~ 12~30.5 Houth Lat. 1’1- 36 West Long,
1200~ 12«53 " " 142-26 " "
2000« 13-19 " " 144-10 " "

Distance and course made good noon tom noon, 305 miles,
256 d.gl‘“.. True.

No remarks.
No remarks.

No remarks,

J« 8 Freeman

Commander U,8.Navy, w
Commanding.

=

-




57388

U.S.8., ALCHIEA
WAR DIARY
SECRET

From July 1, 1942 to July 31, 1942,

{

Tal+dp) '

w3 f




(a)

(b)
(e)
(d)

(e)
(£)
(g)

SECRET
July 1, 1942,

Task Group 8l1.3. Commanding Officer U,S.8. TRENTON Escort
Commander, escort comsisting of U.S8.8. TRENTON and WARRINCTON.
Commanding Officer U,S.8. ALCYONE Comvoy Commodore, comvoy
consisting of U.8.8. ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBPRA and MIZAR.

Commandant 15 Naval District's Movement Order lO-42 of June 17.
Non. *
Positions,

0800~ 13-55 South Lat., 146-37 West Long.

1200~ 14-08,5 " " 147-26 " "

2000~ 14-27 w " 149508 " "

Distance and course made good noon to noon, 301 miles,
2566 degrees True.

1300 transferred mall to escort destroyer.
No remsrks,
No remarks,

J.8.Freeman

Commander, U.S.Navy,
Commanding.



(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)

(r)
(g)

SECRET
July 2, 1942,

Task Croup 8l.3. Commanding Officer U.S8.S, TRENTON Escort
Commander, e¢scort consistng of U.8.8, TRENTON and WARRINGTON.
Commanding Officer U.3.5. ALCYONE, sonvoy Commodore, convoy
consiatting of U.S5.8. ALCYONE,AMOBIRA, LIBRA and MIZAR.
Dommandant 15 Naval Dlstrict's Movement Order 10-42 of June 17.
None.
Positions.

0800- 15-05 South Lat, 151. »35 west Long,

1200- 15«01 " " 1s5ge58 " -

2000~ 15-01 . " 154=¢0 " "

Distance and course made good noon to noon, 310 miles, 260°True.

At 0800 7.S.8. TRENTON and WARRIVGTON relleved as escort by
H.Iis.lAcHILLES end U,8.8, WALKE., Task Group changed from 8l.3
to 12.1.

No remarks.
No remarks.
J.S.Freeman

Commander,U.8 .Navy,
Comnandinge.




()

(b)
(¢)
(a)

(e)
(r)
(g)

SECRET
July 3' 1942,
Task Group 12,1, Commanding Officer H,M.S. ACHILLES Escort
Commander, escort consisting of H.M.S, ACHILLES and U,S.S.
WALKE., Commanding Officer U.8,S. ALCYONE Convoy Commodore,
convoy consieting of U.5.8. ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA and MIZAR.

Commandant 16 Nevel District's Movement Order 10-42 of June 17.

None,

Poglitions,
0800~ 16-16 South hat, 157-19 West Long.
1200« 16-45 " ¥ 168-11 " »
2000« 17«48 " » 15¢0-46 " bt

Distance aud course made good noon to noon,349 miles, 252°True.
No remarks.
No remarks.
No remarks.
J’.S.Froom

cmndor. U.8 ON‘W.
Commanding.



(a)

(b)
(e)
(d)

(e)
(f)
(g)

Task CGroup 12.,1. Commanding O0fficer H.M.S, ACHILLES, Escort
Commsnder, escort conuiating of H.,M.S. ACHILLES mnd U,8,.8,
WALEE, Commending OFFICHER,U,.S8.5.ALCYONE, Convoy Commodore,
convoy consisting of U.S.S.ALGYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA and MIZAR.

Commandant 15 Naval District's Movement Order 10=42 of June 17.

None.

Poslitlions.
0800~ 19-4¢ South Lat. 161~-45 West Long.,
1200- 20-35 " " 162w " n

2000~ 21«57 » " 163, i L
Distance and course made good noon to noon, 337 miles, 226° 1,
No remarks.
No remarks.
No remarks,
Je«8,Freeman

Commander, U.,S8.Navy,
Commanding.



(a)

(b)
(e)
(d)

(o)
(r)
(g)

SECRET

July 5, 1942,

Task GrouplZ,l. Commanding Offlcer H.M.8, ACHILLUS,Escort
Commander, escort conslsting of H.¥.,S. ACHILLES,U.S.S.

WALKE, Commanding Officer U.S.S. ALCYONE, Convoy Commodore
convoy consisting of U.S.8., ALCYONE, ALCHIBA, LIBRA and MIZAR.

Commandant 15 Naval District's Movement Order 1l0~42 of June 17.

Bone.

Positions.
0800~ 24-10 South Lat. 165-20 West Long.
1200~ 24«53 ¥ 0 166-5% " o

2000~ 26-25,6 " Ly 167-07 " "
Distance end course made good noon to noon, 328 miles,219° True
No remarks.
No remarks.
No remarks.
J.S.Freeman

Commander, U.S.Navy,
Commanding,




(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(o)
(f)
(g)

SECRET

July 6, 1642,

Task Group 1l2.1. Commanding Officer H.K.S. ACHILLES EScort
Commander, escort consisting of H.M.S8. ACHILLES and U.8.8.
WALEKE. Commanding Officer U.S.5. ADCYONE, Convoy Commodore,
convoy consisting of U.3.S., ALCYONE, ALCHIPA, LIBRAand MIZAR.
Commandant 156 Naval District's Movement Order 1l0=42 of June 17.
None.
Positions,

0800« 28«41 South Lat. 16854 West Lopg.

1200« 29-C1 ” " 168-20 »

2000« 30«53 " o 17C=45.6 " .

Course and distance made good noon to noon, 214°T, 326 miles.
No remarks.
No remarks.

o remarks,

J.8.Freeman
Commander, U.S8.Navy,
Commanding.




(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

io)

(r)
(g)

SECRET

U.S.S. ALCHIBA
July 7, 1942,

Task Group 12,1 .
Commandant 15 Naval District's Movement Order 1l0-42 of June 1l7.

None.
Positions:
0800« 33«~04.5 South Latitude 1l78-38 West Long.
1200~ 33-46 » 17318 " “
2000« 34-32 » “ 173-46 " (Lying to )

Distance and course made good noon toc noon,332 miles, 218? True.

At 1650 breakdown due to broken piston maln engilne, Lylng to
with U.8.8, WALKE oircling vessels at night as anti-submarine
screen, Whide reo were belng effected, convoy maneuvered
in vieinity with HM.A.S. ACHILLES.

No remarks,
No remarkse.
JeS.Freeman

Commander, ULS,Navy,
Commanding.




(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(o)

(1)
(g)

SECRET
my 8, 1942,
Task CGroup 12,1.
Commandent 15 Faval #istrictts Movement Order 10«42 of Junel7.
Hone.
Positions:
0800~ 34=36 Lat. South 173-42 Vest Long.(lying to )
1200~ 34=38,5 " » 173=58.6 " " » ”
2000« 35-18 » » 17500 » »
Distance snd course made good noon to noon, 53 miles,227° True,
0800 U,2.8., WALKE lelt task group. 1310 Completed repairs
and got underways. 1000 Rejoined convoy and assumed former
positien.
No remarls,

No remarks.

J.8.Freeman
Commandar, U,S8,Nawy,
Commanding.

~



(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)

(£)
(g)

SECRET

July ©, 1942,

Task Group l2.l.
Commandant 15 Naval District's Movement Order 1l0-~42 of June 1l7.

Nones

Positions,
0800~ Z6=50 South Lat, 177-26 West Long.
1200« 37-39 " " 178-128 " "
2000« 38«53,85 . - 179-57 Eaat Long.

Diastance a?d cogﬁn. made good noon to noonj 202 miles, 226%°True.
riendly

1515 sighted/patrol plane. 1350 H.,M.S. ACHILLES Left Task Group{

Convoy coverage by patrol plane.

Ho reomeyrks.
No remerks.
J.S.Proeman

Commander, U.S.Navy,
Commandlag.



(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

(e)

(£)
(g)

SECRET

U.S.8. ALCHIBA
July 11, 1942,

Task Group 1l2.1 .
Commandant 15 Naval District's Movement Order 10-42 of June 17.
None.
Positions:

0800~ 41«04 South Lat. 177-00 East Lgns.

1200« 4X&385 . " 176«50 "

2000« Anchored in Lambton Harbour, Wellington, N,.Z.

Distance and course made good noon to noon, 363 miles, 230° T,
At 0000 set clocks to =12 Zone Time having croseed the 180

, e« dJuly 10 omitted. At 1733 anchored in Lambton
Harvour, Wellington, New Zealand with convoy.
No remarks,
Ko remarks,
J.8.Freoman

Commander, U,%.Navy,
Commandinge.

.

/]



(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(o)
(r)
(g)

SECRET

Juli 12, 1942,
Task Group 1l2.1 .
Commandaat 15 Navel District's Movement Order 10-42 of June 17.
None,
Positions.
0800~ Underway in Lumbton Barbour, Wellington,N.Z.
1200~ Moored alongside Aotea Quay, Wellington, N,Z,
2000~ Ditto.
CBtoTegipet underwey and at 0851 moored elongslde Aotea Quay.
No romarks,
No remarks.
J.3.Freeman

Commander, US. Navy,
Commanding.

SRR



(a)

(b)
(o)
(a)

(e)

(r)

(g)

SECRET

U.8.8. ALCHIBA
July 13 to 20, 1942,

Task Group 12,1 «+ On July 16 U,S.S. ALCHIBA temporarily
assigned to Amphibious Force South Paciflec.

Commendant 15 Favel District's Movement Order 10-42 of June 17.
Honi.
Positions,

Moored alongside Actea Quay, Hellhﬁtun » New Zealand,
Heavy reain and strong winds hampered unlaading on July 13«15,
temporarily
On July 16 the U,S.S. ALCEIBA was/assigned to the Amphibiogs
Force South Pacific Commander Irn Chief Pacific Fleet's
dispatch 150237 of July, and to Transport Division Tem thersin
by cou;gandor Amphibious Force South Pacific's Organigzation of
July .
Comamphibforsopac‘'s Operation Order O-l1 of July 18, 1942.
Commander Transport Divisions South Pacific Force
Gurrent Tactical #1 of July 20, 19482,

No remerks,
J.8,Freaman

Commander, U.S,.Navy,
Commanding.




(a)

(b)

(e)
()

(o)

(r)
(g)

SECRET

U.5+8. ALCHIBA
July 21, 1942,

Task Force 62, Commander Task Force,Rear Admiral R.K., Turner,
UsSeNavy in U.S.8. McCAWLEYs Escort Commander, Rear Admiral
Crutchley R.N, in H.M.,A.3. AUSTRALIA, Escort consistingof
H.M.A.8, ABSTRALIA, CANBERRA, HOBART, U.8.8, CHICAGO, SALT LAKE
CITY, PATTERSON, JARVIS, RABPH TALBCT, BLUE, DGE,
FENLEY, and MUGFORD ( 1.8, 62,2), Convo Commodore, “ommander
Transport Division Ten, “outh Pagific Amphibious Force, in U.8.8.
BUNTFR LIGGETT. Convoy (7.G. 62,1 ) conglsting of Sechion B,
U.8.8. NEVILLE, HEYWOOD,LI Section HUNTER LIGGETT,
ALCHIBA, » Section MeCAWLEYX, BARNETT, GEORGE F.
ELLIOT, Section FULLER, CAN I0N, BELLATRI X.

Commander South Paciflic Amphibious Yorce's Operation Order
No., 0.1 of Jw 20’ 19“2.

None.
Positions:

Moored alongside Aotea Quay, Wellington, H.Z.
At 2125 got underway and at 2200 anchored 1n Lambton Harbour,
Wellington, N.Z., Loading and discharging of U.S.Marine Corps
equipment completed, and personnel smbarked. ( 18 officer
passengers, 520 enliltod men, U.,S.darine Corps. )
No remarks,
No remarks,

J.8,Freeman
Commander, U.S.NAVY,

Commanding.,



(a)
(b)

(e)

(e)

(r)
(g)

U.l.8, ALCHIBA
SEORBET
July 22, 1942,
Task Force S2.

Commander Amphibious Force South Pacific's Operation Order
No. O=1 of July 20, 1942,

None .
Positions:
0800~ Anchored in Lambton Harbour, Wellington, N.Z.

1200= 41-40,5 South Lat, 175«08,5 East Long.
2000~ 41-23 a 176-48 "

At 0845 got underway pursuant te (b) and proceedsd toward
EORO ISLAND, FIJI for purposes of conducting landing exercises.
No remarks.
No remarks.,
Je3.Freaman

Commander, U.S.Navy,
Commanding.

(s




(a)
(b)

(o)
-(d)

(e)
(r)
(g)

SECRET

U.S.8. ALCHIBA
July 23, 1942.

Task Force 62,

Commander Amphibious Force South Pacific's Operation Order
No. 0-1l of July 20, 1942,

None.

Positions:
0800« 39«15 South Lat, 179-08 East Long.
1200« 38~4) : : 176=54 o
2000~ 36-58 17958 " "

Distance and course made good noon to noon, 334 milea, various
courses leaving harbor.

1330 U.S8.S. BAGLEY and HELM Joined eacort.
No remarks.

No remarks.

J.3,.Freeman
Commander, U,S,Navy,
Commanding.

/6



SECRET

U.8.8. ALCHIBA
July 24, 1942,

(a) Task Force 62.

(b) Commander Amphibious :‘._Ftsrco South Pacifio's Operation Order
0-1 of July 20, 1942,

(e) Nonme. L
(d) Positions.

0800« 54-16 Bouth ts 179-58 West Long.
1200~ 33-390 I & 179-50,56 "

2000= 31«50 " 179-56 2 "

Distence and course made good noon to noon,307 miles, 001°T,
{(e) No remarks. "
(f) No remarks. |
(g) No remarks. |

/| &

r R e ——



(a)
(b)

(e)
(a)

()

UuS.8, ALCHIBA
July 25, 1942,

Tagk Force 62,

Commander bious Force South Pacific 's Operation Order
No, O«l, of 20, 1942,

Hone.

Positions.

0800« 30«01 BSouth Lat, 179528 West Longe
1200« 20«10,6 " " 179=58 " »
2000« 2720 " " 179«54 w .
Distence and course made good noon to uoon, 267 miles, 001°T,
No remarks.

mnwg orders received:

Commander TAsk Force 68 Operation Plans, AR-42(rehearsal) and

ABR-42 , dated July 288, 1042
C Gen:

lst Marine Pivision's Operation Plan 7-482,

snd Division Administrative Order "2a-42" dated July 20, 1942.

(g)

No remarks.

J 8 Jreanan
Gmnd.r. U.8.Navy,
Commanding.



(a)
(b)

(o)
(a)

(o)

(r)
(g)

SECRET

U.S.S, ALCHIRA
July 26, 1942,

Task Force 62,

cunmandar'iiphibiojn Force South Facific's ogpratiqh.Ordor
0«1 of July 20,1942,

None.
Positions;

0800~ 24«37 South Lat, 179-51 East Long.
1200~ 23-40 2 " " 170-49 " "
2000~ 22-09 Pom L79-5845 West "

Distance and course made good, 231 miles, 357° True,.

The following ships Joined the Task Force im the afternoon.
U.8,8 CRESCENT CITY, PRESIDENT HAYES, PRESIDENT ADAKS,
ALEENA, NEVILLE, ZB¢LEW, HEYWOOD, PRESIDENT JACKSON
COLHOUN, GREGORY, LI NC KEAN; QUINCY, VINCENNES
ASTORIA, HULL, DEWEY , WILSON, SAN JUAN, GRIDLEY,
Bucmmﬁ. HOPKINS TﬁEVER, AND several others as yet :
unidentified by this vessel.

No remarks.
No romarks,
JeS.Fre

eman,
Commander, U,3,Navy,
Commanding.

o



(a)
(v)

(e)
(a)
(e)

(r)
(g)

SECRET

U.8.8., ALCHIHEA
July 27, 1942,

Tasl: Force E£8.

Commandor Amphibious Force South Pacific's Operation Order
0«1 of July 20, 1942,

None.
Positions:

0800~ 20«01 South Leot, L70«48 West Long.

1200« 19-32,5 170-36 " "

2000« Lying to North of Koro Laslend, Pijis,
Distance and course made good, 257 miles, True.

Lylng to off ¥orth shore of Koro Island, Fijies engaged in
conducting landing exsrcises. s d

No remarks.
No remarks.
JeS. FREEMAN

Commnander, U.S.Na
Oommnndina. ESEm—




U.8,8,ALGI1BA,
July 28, 1942,

(a) Tesk Force 62,

(b) Commexdes blous Force South Pacific's Operation Ordor.
O=1 of July 20, 1942.
G None,
fd; Positions:
0800« 17«08 South Lat. 179-42 East Long.
1200« Lying to olf Xoro Island, P.l‘i.
2000~ " " w .
(e) Condusting landing exorcises. Launched 16 amphibious tractors,
£ tank lightors, and 14 landing boats. The fittings and ri gs
on board are no% adapted for the type of beats assigned s
Vessel,
(£) Neo yemnris,

(gz) No remarks,

QM&.?U- S.Navy,

]




(a)
(b)

(e)
(a)
(o)

(£)
(g)

U.S8.,3, ALCHIBA
!Nl! 29. 19&0

Task Force 62,

Commander Amphibiows Force South Pagiflc's Operation Order
0-1 of July 20, 1942.

Hone.
Posltions.
Lying to Worth of Koro Islund, Fiji.

Underway from C030 to 0800 on vearious courses for 65 miles.
Continued laandihg exercises.

No remarks.
lo remarvks.
Sl i
ommanding «



(a0
(b)

(e)
(a)

(o)
(r)
(g)

SECRET

U.8.8., ALCHIBA
m 30, 19042,

Task Force 62.

Commander bious Force “outh Pacific's Operation Order
O=l of m,’ O. 1942.

None.

Positions

Lying to north of Koro Island, Fiji.
Maneuvered during night on various courses, 158 miles.

Continued landing exercises,
No remarks,
No remarks,

J«S.Froeman

somnndor, U.8.Ravy,



(a)
(b)

(e)
(4)

(o)

(£)

(g)

U.s.au ALCHIBA

July 31, 1943
Task Force 62,
chl-;?d.a‘zl - ’bi.ggg .I"oroa South Pacifie's Operation Order
None.
Position:

0800« Lying to north of Koro Island, Fiji.

1200« Ditto

2000~ 17-22,5 SouthLat,

179-39 East Long.

At 1704 got underwey and proceeded toward TSolomen Islands, in

oniany 'ﬂ. task force.
Tuk orce 62 less Betelguese and Zeilin,

sea uooth. Alchiba loaded wlith ammunition, amphi

gasoline, general ngg

Tractor Battalions

No remarks,

1730 formed Cruising Disposition ,

Weather good
bian tractors,

lies, Pionegr Battalion, and Amphiblous
ted States ine Corps.

Received Commander THsk Force 62 's Operation Plan A3-42 and
Cperation Order 5-42 dated July 30, 1942,

J«8.Freeman
Commander,
Commanding.

U.S.Navy,
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SECRET

U.S.S. ALCHIBA
August 1, 1942.

(a) Task Force 62.
(b) Commander ®ask Force 68's Operation Plan A3 (R
(0) None.
(d) Positions:
0800« 18~43 SouthlLat, 178-39 East Longs.
1200« 10«05,5 " 7 17913 ¥ »
2000« 10=40 " 17942 * "

Distance made good noon to noon 138 miles.
Continueé good weather,

(e) General drills and instruction of crew.Buring foremoon, sighted
several unidentified ships astern bearing 050° True which
ually disappeared from sight. In afternoon sighted large
sk force (61) on port bow. 3 CV and 2 number of DbDs and
CA or Cls.
(f) No remarks.

(g) BNo remarks,

JeS.Freeman {
Commandinge




(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

(o)
(r)

(g)

SECRET

U.3+5. ALCHIBA
August 2, 1942,

Task Force 62,
Commander Task Forse 62's Oporation Plan AS-42.
Nonwo.
Posltions,
0800« 19«10 Scuth Lat. 174«56 Etat Lung.
1200« 18«50 " " 174=06,5 *
2000« 10«=06.5 " " A7l * "

Distance and course made good, 304 Miles, vurious courses,
Weather good.

Contimued drills and instruction of crew, Received mail from
Commander Task Group 62,1.

Recelved Commander Thsk Group 62.,1's Operatioh Plan l«42 of
August 1, 1942,

No remarks.,

JeS.Mireanan

Commander, U,S.N »
commd.tn&. Rt ﬁ




U.8.8. ALCHIBA
August 8, 1942,

(a) ®ask Force 62,

(b) Commande® Task Force 62's Opergtion Plan A3-42.

(e) None.

(d) Positions:
0800« 18«23 SouthLat. 169«58 East Long.
1200~ 18«08.,5 " " 160-14 East Lons
2000« 18~13 » " 187-256 "

Distance and course made good, £93 miles, 280° True.
Weather good,

(e) At daybreak sighted ecargo ship escorted DDs. At 0750(Love)
sighted U,38.8. ZEILIN ap ac from astern and at about
1030 she took position formation in Transdlv Easy. At
about 1546 Love V.8.8. BETELGUESE joined and took position in
‘l‘nnndi\v Caste

ir) lomn‘ﬁu

(g) No remarks,

SIS w5



(a)
(v)
()
(d)

(e)
(r)

(g)

SECRET

J U.8.8, ALCHIBA
August 4, 1642,

Task Force 68.
Comtaskfor 62 Operation Plan A3-42,

None.

Positions:
0800« 17«33 South Lut, 18448 llat Lons.
1200« 17«16 » 164-07,5 "

2000~ 16«58 " * lég-38 " "
Distance and course made food, 301 miles, 278° True.
No remarks,

Received Comgen lst Mardiw 's Operetion Plan 9-42, and
CTF 62's Alternate Plan ( Loss of Trensports) of 3&11 Se

No remarks,.

J.S.Freoman
comr. U. s.l&‘fy.

Commanding . 5’{;’/
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(a)
(b)
(e)
()

(o)
(r)

SECRET

U.8.,8, ALCHIBA
August 6, 1942,

Task Force €2.

Comtaskfor 62's Upergtion Plan A3-42.
Rone.

Positions:

2000 130 ey gt gt e i
2000~ 10-32 " " 158-59 " »
Distance and course made good, 271 miles, 357° True.
No remarka.
Ho remarks.
No remarks.

J.S, Freeman
Commander, U.S.Navy, ﬁ
Commanding.,



SECRET

U.8.8. ALCHIBA
August 7, 1942,

(a) Task Force 62,

(b) iﬁ;akror 62'a Operation Plan A3-42 and Operation Order

( ¢) None,
(d) Positions:

Lying to in Transport Area Xray, north of Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands.

Distance made good noon to noon, 210 miles.

(e) Continued on approach for attack on Guadalcanal and Tulagl
Area, Solomon Islands. 0240 Squadron Yoke ccnalstingof U,.S8.8.
NEVILLE, 4EILIN, HEYWOOD, PRESIDENT JACKSON, COLHOUN,
GREGORY, LITTLE, MNcEEAN, left formation to approach Tulagl.
Squadron Xray consisting of UL « FULLER, AMERICAN LEGION,
BELLATRIX, NcCAWLEY, BARNETT, OEORGE F. ELLIOTT, LIBRA
HUNTER LIGGETT, ALCHIBA, FOMALHAUT, BETELGEUSE, CRESCENT CITY,
PRESIDENT HAYES, PRESIDENT,ADANS ALHENA PROceesdedto polltion
off Guadalcanal. 0615 aoooupan;ing destroyers and cruisers
began bombardment of shoreline, 0630 small vessel off sghore was
set on fire by gunfire apparently loaded widh gasoline or oil.
0653 began launching landing boats preparatory to landing

troops from transports. 0902 bomberdment of besach by our forces
recommenced., About 0910 first wave made beach and signalled a
successful landing. At 1000 started approach t¢ anchorage and
anchored at 1055, Destroyers,spulsers and plenes took up

scre posltions around ®ramsport Area, 1115 disembarked
troops, less cargo hm dling party and began discharging cargo.
1145 received warning of impending air attack. 1315 Twenty five
Mitsubishi heavy bombers t Ipo 97 passed overhead. All ships
opened fire Iiﬁh AA batter Our aireraft also took part in
the gight. 1500 dive bombers were seen meking attacks in the
distance. Several ships opened fire, but no planes came within
range of this vessel. It appeared that one of our destroyers
(identity undetermihed) may have suffered 2 hit or a near miss.

Continued discharging cargo throughout night until 0650 when
orders were received from CTG62.l1 to discontinue Smishding.

(f) No remarks,
(g) Copy of report of action attached to diary of August @/

JeS.Froaman 7
Commander, U,S.Ngvy, éﬁé/
Commanlihg .

g




SECRET

UeS.8. ALCHIBA
August 8, 1942,

(2) Task Force 62 less Transport Squadron Yoke.

(b) cﬁ:.n:;skror €2 's Operation Plan £3-42, and Operation Order
A - '

(e) Mone.
(d) Positions:

Anchored or lying to off Guadalcanal Island north shore,
Transport Area Xray.

(e) Continued discharging cargo. 1043 zoceived warning of
forty enemy planes passing over Bougainville headed southeast.
1043 signal from OTC to prepare for air attack . 1045 signal
to get underway and form cruils disposition AC=3 ., 1100
Underway and #o up. 1200 formation attacked by Japanese
planes with bombs and torpedoes. 12056 GEORGE P, ZLLIOPT
appeared to be on fire. Formation was gigzageing radically
throughout attack, 1410 Received signal that alrcraft were
approaching on course 096, 1734 received orders from OTC

to proceed independently to Transport Arca and resume discharg-
ing cargo but to remain underway.

(f) No remarks,

(g) Copy of action report attachedls m}@%%ﬁr %

J.S . Freeman
Commander, U,.S.Navy, ﬂ
Commanding.




U.S.8, ALCHIBA

(a) Task Force 62, less Sguadron Yoke.

(b) Comtaskfor 62's Operation Flan A3-42 and Operation Order
A5-42,

(¢) Neone.
(d) Poalitions,

Lying to or unddrway north of Guadalcanal Island,
Solomons.,

(e) OLBEC A smeries of parachute flar es were firopped over
Northern shore of (Guadaleanal and simultaneously a heavy bomb-
ardment commenced over Tulagl Arca., Discontinued dischmeging
cargo and darkened ship. At dgybreak 1t was digoovered that

had drigted sbout seven miles to castward of TPansport Area

and the proper pesition was regaindd, Began discharging cargo
&t 1726, 0855 Recelved signul tc prepare for air attack,

0855 TFormmed crulsing dispositicn AC-3 and begen rig Iing.
11183 Recelved orders form CTV €8 to proceed Lo to’ggim
and take the U.8.5. ASTORIA in tow. Left formetion. 12
Reached ASTORIA to find her sabout to capsfise with U.S5.8.
BUCHANAN engaged in taking off crew. Put boatas in water.

1212 ASWORIA cepsized and senk. 1240 BUOHANAN SIGnalled
submarine contact by sound bearing 090°T. Got way on and
proceeded to zigzag on base course 010°T. 1250 With Buchanan
developing contact, returned tc scene of sinking and picked

up boats and thirty two survivors, at 1308( List sttached )/
1304 DBUCHANAN released two depth charges. 1320 Underway

to Transport Area at Guadalcanel. 15206 Recelved orders to
hoist in beats and proceed to Jjoln Squadron Yoke in Yoke Area
(Tulagl)/. 1805 Reported to Commaunder Squadron Yoke, hawing
hoisted Tare Roger boats on board, Received information from
U.S.8, BETELGEUSE that she had my two tank lighters, and from
the U,8.8. LIBRA that she had five Tare Toger boats and twenty
men onn board belonging to this vessel., At 1930 received orders.
from CTF 62 to report when ready to proceed. Reported ready and
at 1843 proceeded in company with Squadron Yoke and U,.S.8.
McCAWLEY through Lengo Charnel,

(f) Included in (e).

(g) -Ho—remarisy Q&wwm&

Je«S.Freeman g .
Commander, U,S «NAVY,
Commanding.




SECRET
UeS.S, ALCHIBA
Auvgust 10, 1942,
(a) TAgk Forcse 628s Squadron Yoke,snd CTF 62 in U.S8.8. MoCawloy.
(b) CTF €2 dispatech 090355 Of Auguat.
(e) None.
(d) Positions: _
0800~ 10~16 South Lat, 162-25 East Long.
1200« 1043 7 " 163«04 " .
2000« lli-36 " " 16¢=-24 " y
Distance made good 209 mileas.
(e) Proceeding to unknown destination, proswied Sobe Nowwrda.
Several submarine warning by sound sguipped vessels in company.
Used evasive tactics, ships twn novemenitas, At 1730 NoCAWLEY
left formation and conducted ssa burial. Half rnosted colors,
following movements of OT.C,
(f) No remarks.

gm- S, Navy, ﬁ

Commanding .

/!



SECRET

UsSeSe ALCHIBA
August 11, 1942,

(a) Task Force 62 o Frnicia B R o (2,

(b) Comtaskfor 62's O903ED August.
(c¢) ‘None.
(d) Positions:

0800~ 14-08 South Lat, 165=81 Bast Long.
1200« 14-=406 155=36
2000~ 10=21 166-23

Distance made good noon to noon, 3504 miles.

(e) Snroute Guadalecangl@Tulazl Area to Noumea, lew Caledonia.

At 0600 sipghted shlp bearlug 250 degrees true. Identilfled as
friendly and later determined to be Sguadron Xray. 0910 formed
erulsing dispostion iC«3. Hejocined Livision Cast of Squadron Xray

The two squadrons forming up as a unit. 1010 Destroyer on starboard
bow bearing 1620 distant three m iles, dropped depth charges.
BExecuted redlical turn movements. Various courses and speeds Torming,
up., 1100 Transdiv Two took pesition in rear of formation as directed
by 0.T.C. 1800 Transdiv Two ( U,8,3, CRESCENT CITY, PRESIDENT
NAYES, PRESIDENT ADANS, and ALNLNA) and Transdlv 12 ( U.8,S, COLHOUN,
MoKEAN, LITTLE, end GREGORY) plus PRESIDENT JACKSON left formation
and proceeded on duty assigned on course 225° True, speed 13 knots.

(f) YNo remarks.

(g) Mo remarks.

J o8 Freeman
Gomﬁnndor. U.S.Navy, éi?/f
Commanding.




(a)
(b)
(w)
(d)

(e)

(r)
(i;j

SEQRET

V.S.S, ALCHIDA
August 12, 1942,

Taslk Forece €2,21c88 Bguadper-deixe{ Transdive Two and Twelve,)
Same as before.
lione.

Posltions.

0800« 18«53 South Lat. l167=42 liagt Long,
1200« 16-34 168=06
2000=- 21-05.,5 168=42

{stance and course made pocd, 520 milew, 1539 True,

Etaaming as before, 0620 8ighted U.3.5. CIMARRON bearing
110" True. Apparently this tanker made rendezvous with
this btask force Lo fudl deatroyers, although distance mnade
this dirffloult to determine, 1317 Alr patrol was dlghted
giving coveragee.

Uy remarks.

No rem..»ks.

J.3,Froeman
Commnander, U.8.Navy, ﬁ
Commanding.




(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

(a)

(r)
(g)

SECRET
U.S.8, AL CHIBA
August 13, 1942,
Task Foroce é2 .
Comtuskfor 62'a dispatech 0903556 of Augusat.
30110.
Poslllicna:
0200« 83=15 South at. lu7-14 East Long.
1200w 204445 " » 166-30.5 " »
2000« Anshored in Dumbea Fay, Noumea, New Caledonila,.
Dis tance made zood noon to noocn, 315 miles.

A% 1547 snchwored in Dumbsa Ray, Noumea, New Caledonlia,
2230 Commencad loading cargo, by boats,from V.3.8. LIBRA.

No remarke.
Yo remarks,
J.3.Froeman

Commander, U.3.Navy, -ﬁ:‘i 2
Commanding., o4




SECRET
August 14, 1942,
(a) Task Force 62,
(b) Comtaskfor 62'a dispatch 090356 of August.
(¢) HNons,
(d) Positions:
Anchored 1ih Dumbea Bay, Noumea, New Caledonia.

(e) 0800 U.8.8. LIBRA moored alongdide and commenced unloadlrg
directly inte the U,3.,8. ALCEIBA.

(f) No remarkse
(g) No remarks.,

J.8,. Froaman

gzmdm .U.s.!uvy, é/



(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(o)

(g)
(g)

SECRET
U.8.8. ALCHIBA
August 15, 1942,
Task Force 62.
Comtaskfor 62's dlapatch 020355 of August.
None,
Poslitions:
Anchored in Dumbea Bay, Noumea, New Caledonia,

1600 Completed ldading and U.S.S8. LIBRA &ast off and
returned to her anchorage. '

Ho ronurks .
o rewarks.

JeSe Freeman
cm.r’ U.8 JMNavy,

Commpnding « é/

/6




(a)
(®)
(e)
(&)

(o)

(£)
(g)

SECRET
U.B.8, ALCHIBA
August 16, 1942,
Task Force 62.
Comtaskfor 62'a dispatchO0S0350 of August.
None.
Poaitions:

Anchored in DNumbea Bay , Noumea, NEWCaledonia.
2000~ Moored alongside Grand Quavy, Noumea.

1638 Got underway to ehift berths. 1744 Moored alongside
Grend Quay, Noumea, New Caledonia. 2045 Commenced to
unloed ship,

o remarks,

No pemarks,

Je 3 JFrecman
Commander, U,8,Navy, é/
Commanding




(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)
(e)
(r)
(g)

SECRET

Task Force 62,
Same as Before.
None.

Same as before.
Discharging cargo,
No remarks.

No remarks.

U.S.8. ALCHIBA
Augast 17, 19042,

JeS.Freemnan
Commander, U,S.Navy,
Commanding.,

/&



SECRET

U.S8.8, A CHIBA
August 18, 1942,

(a) Task Force 62.
(b) Same as before.
(¢) None.

(d) Same as before.

(e) 1645 8,8, NDeRoche came alongside and moored.
Continued discharging cargo.

(f) XNo remarks.
(g) Yo remakks,
J.S.Freeman

Commander, U,S.Navy
commandiné. i éi?/



SECRET

U.S.8. ALCEIBA
August 12, 1942,

(a) Taa# Force 62.

(b) Same as vefore .

(¢) Honer.'

(d) Same dq vefiore. |f

(e) 0810 S.3, DEROCHE cast off and shiftsd Lerths. GContinued
rdpacharbin CariOe

(r) Hp ramarks.

(g) No remarks.

J.S,.,Freeman
Commander, U.S.Navy,
Commnanding.




{(a)
(b)
(e)
()
(e)
(1)
(g)

SECRET

USS ALCHIBA
August 20, 1642,

Task Force 62

Same as before.

Hone.

Same as before.

Continued discharging cargoe.
Yo remarks.

No remarks,

J .8 Freeman
Commander, U.S.Navy,
Commanding.

Al



(a)
(v)
(e)
(a)
(e)

(£)

(g)

SECRET

UsS.8¢ ALCHIBA
August 21, 1942,

dask Force 62.

Sameé as before.

None.

Same.as Lefore,.

0635 U.8.8, BARNETT made fust to our starbourd zide, end at
0745 commenced fueling. 1325 Completed fusling, &200
Coupleted dlscharging cargo.

Recelved Comtaskfor €2's mailgram 200940 of August, which
Placed U.3,3, ALCHIBA in Task Unit 62,1.9 and directed 1t
tc proceed to Strawstack departing August 22,

No remarks.

J.8, Freeman
Commander, U.S.Navy, ﬁ
Commanding.

;_(__2




(a)

(b)
(e)
(d)

(e)

(2)

(£)

(&)

SECRET

Task Unit 62.1¢9. Commanding Yfficer U.S.S. CUMMINGS, Hscort

U.S.8, ALCEIBA
Aupust 22, 194%

Commander, escort consisting of U.S.8. CUMMNINGS, HOVEY, AN
TREVER. Commanding Officer U.85.5. WHARTON Convoy Commodore,

convoy eonsisting of U.S.3. WLARTON,

ALCHIBA.

Comtaskfor 62's 200940 Aurust,

lone.

Positlions.

PRESIDENT JACKSOKR, and

0800« Underway in Dumbea Day, lloumesa, lew Caledocnla,
1200~ Anchored in Dumbea Bay.

2000- 22«5845 Pouth Lat,

166=37 East Longe.

0655 U.8.8., BARNETT cast off from our starboard side and
snhifted berths., 0728 Got underway from Grand Quay and

at 0816 anchored in Dumbea Bay, Noumea, N.E&,
deriay and proceeded for Strawstucke U.S.S.

esgort of twe destroyers ( unidentified )

1553 Got une
CEICAGO with

pwoceeding in

same direction. Lost contect after dark. U.S5.8. RALPH TALRBROT

Joined our escort.

Received Comtaskfor 62's Operation Plan A9-4Z of 4August 20,
detalling plans for occupation of Apricog, which is to be

placed in effuet later.

Ho remarks.

J.S.Freeman
Commander, U,S.Navy,
Commanding.

&

23




(a)
(b)
(ec)
(a)

(@)
(f)
(e’

SECRET

UsSeSe ALCHIBA

Augmist 23,
Task Unit 62¢1e9 o

Same as before.

lione.

Poaltlons:
0800~ 23-12,5 South Lat. 16915 East Long
1200« 235-05 170-14
2000« 22-53 17213

Distance made pgood noon to noon, 246 mlles,
lio remarks.
No remarks,
No remarks,.
J.5, Froeman

Comzander, U.S.Navy,
Commanding,

1942,

&




(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

(e)
(r)
(g)

SECRET

U.8.8. ALCHIEA
August 24, 1942,

Task Unilt 6241.9 o
Same as before.
Nonee.
Positions:
0800~ 22«33 South Lat., 178=54 Last Long.
1200~ 22-11 176=42
2000= 21=23 177=-29
Diatance and course made good, ggg?;iles, 080°True.
o remarks.
No remarks,
Ko remarks.
J.S.Freeman

GOiill’ﬂa.ndBZ', U.S .HG.V}",
Commanding.




SECRET
UsS.8: AICHIBA
August 25,1942,
(H.) Taslt Unit 62419 «
(b) Same as before.
(c) None.
(d) Positions:
0800« 20-=1l South Lat, 179«54 West Longe.
1200« 19«45 17901
2000« 18«50 177«18
Distance and course pude good, 329 miles, 064° True,

(e) Having crossed the Intermational Date linegat 2400 the
date was retarded ocne day. Zcne time now plus 12,

(f) No remarks.

(g) No remarks,

J.S.Freeman
Comzander, U,3.Navy, 25;9
Commmanding.




(a)
(b)
()
(a)

(e)

(1)
(g)

SECRET

U.S.8. ALCHIEA
August 25, 1942,
(repeatad3

Taslk Uﬂit 69.1.9 -

Same o8 befores

llone.

Pesltions:
0800= 17«19 South lat, 174-58 West Longe.
1200= 16«45.,5 174-14
2000= 15«48 172=3)

Distance and course made good, 326 mlles, 057° True,

Having crossed the International Pete Line from West tc East

August 26, 1942 1s repeated,
o remerks.

o remarks.

Je S Frooman
EOLZ.;.ander' U.S.Haw. ﬂ
om '.and.ins.

e 4




(&)
(b)
(c)
(a)

(e)

(r)
(g)

. SECRET
U.8.,8. ALCHIPA
‘ \uguet 26, 1942,

Task Unit 62,1.9 .
Same as before.
lone.
Positions:

0800« Circling off entrance tc Pago Fagp !/arbor, Tutulla,Samoa.

1200~ loocred U.S5. laval Station Wharf, Pago Pago, " ™

2000~ Ditic.
Distance made good noon to noon, 260 miles.
1138 loored At U.S.iaeval Station Wharf, Pazo Yago, Tutulla,

.1.1'1 UQSQSQ CRESCENT CIH

Samoa, and reported to Comtransdiv Two/for duty, pursuant to
Comsopacts 200940 iAugust. Commenced loading U.S. Marine Corps
diesel oil , gasollne, snd providions.
Ne remarics,

lic remarka,.

Je.3. Freoman
Commnsnder, U.S.liavy, ééf
Commanding,




(a)
(b)

()
(a)

(e)

(£)

(3)

SECRET

UeSeSe ALCHIDA
August 27, 1042,

Task Unit 62.8,5. Composed of U.S.S, CRESCENT CITY,

PRESIDENT JACK30N, TRIVOR, ALCHIBA. Comtransdiv 2 in

Ue8.5. CRESCENT CITY.

Same as bLolore.

lionea .

Positlons:
0800« licored at U.S.Naval Station uharf, Tutulla.
1200« Ditto.
2000« Anchored in Pago fugzo Harbor, Tutulla,

Completed loading cargo. 1020 Got underway Irom whar{ and
at 1705 anchored in Pago Pago Harbor, Tutulla, 3gmoa.

Roceived Haval Statlon Tutulla's maillgram 230715 August, and
Combask Unilt B8248¢3's mailgram 280900 August, directing the
U.S.3. ALCHIBA to proceoed with the PRESIDENT JACKSON, and
TREVOR TO Strawhat.

fo raaarks.

Je.SeFroaman
Commender, U.S.Favy,

Comnandinge

2




(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)

(r)
(g)

SECRET

U.S5.5., ALCHIBA
August 28, 1942,

Tagk Unit 68,23 », less U.3.,5. CRESCENT CITY, with U.8,S.
TRIVOR as antisubnarine escort.

Ravsta Tutullats wvallgranm 2807156 August.
lione.
Pogltions.
0800« Anchored in Pago Pago Herbor, Tutulla, Samoa.
1200- Underway from Paco rago to E Apfa, Dritish Samosa.
2000~ Anchored in Apla Harbor, Pritish Sgmoa.
Distance made gouod 84 miles,
0833 Got underway frcm Fago Pago Harbor, Tutulla, Sgmos.
1215 Passed U.S.8, PRESIDENT IAYES aud FRESIDENT ADAMS,
with destroyer escort ( unidentifled) abeam headed in
oppoelbe dlrection. 1507 Anchored ln Apla Harbor,

British Samoca. 2000 Comuenced loading U.S. Marine Corps
equipment end cargoe.

o renarkse
o remarks.

JeSFroeman

Commander, U.S8.Navy
ﬂmndl.né. s é/




(a)
(v)
(e)
(a)

(e)
(r)
(g)

SECRET
T, 5e8e ALCHIBA
Lumst 20, 1048,
Tagk Unll 624343y as bLeforo,
Same as before,
Hone.
Positlons:
Anchored in Apla,ll arboy, Britlsh Smava,.
Continuad loading cargo.
No remarks,

No remarks.

JeSereeman
Commander,U,S .Navy,
Connnandlnge




(1)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)

()
(g)

SECRET
U.8.3. aLcErea AUG 3 0 1942
Task Unit 62438y Plus U,8.,8. CREECENT CITY and HOVEY, loss
UeSe8o PREIIDENT JACKDCON and 'TRIVOR. Comuanding Officer
Us8.8¢. CRASCENT CITY Communder Tack Thit CLeDe3 o
Same as Leforo.
lone.
Positions:
Anchored in Apla Harbor, “ritish Sawae
Continued to load cargec. 13156 U.S8,5, FRESIDINT JACRSON and
TREVOR got underway and stood out, 1608 U.8.8. CRESCIIT OITY
anchored in harbor, while U.85.5, IOVEY replaced the TREVOR
as anti-submarine screen outslde harbor entrances
Yo I’B."ulrkﬂ.
Ho rewmnarks.

J«Ses Freeman, Co- mander, U,S.Vavy,

Commanding, éééfy

Ja




(a)

()
(e¢)
(a)

(e)

(£)
(g)

SECRET

UeS.2¢ ALCHIDBA
August 3%, 1942,

Task Unit 62.3+3 , less PRESIDENT ADAMS, PRESIDENT HAYES,and
PRESIDENT JACKSON.
Same aa vefore,
Hone.
Posltlons;
Anchired in Apla Harbor, Dritish Samea.

Completed loading cargo. U.S.Marmine Corps pefsonnel embarked
as passengers, 52 enlisted men, © offlcers.

lilo renarkse
o remarks.

J«BFroemnan

commndﬂr’_' VeSS, H&w.ﬁ
Commanding.

‘_'M_-__ =




AK23/A16-3/1001)
U.S.S5. AILCHIBA 10eler

Noumoa, Now Calelonia,
Auguat 16, 1942,

S=E=C-Relel
From: Commanding Officer.
Tos Comnander-in-Chlef, U.3. Faclile Fleet.
Vias il Comnander Task Group 62.1
2) Commander Task Force 62.
Subjects Acotion Report.
Relerence: (a) Us8+ Naval Repulatlions, 1920, Article
712, 6874(6).
Enelosure: (A) Report of ixecutive Olflcer, U.S.8. ALCIIBA.
1. In aoccordance with reference (a), an sction

report coverin; the lending on Guadalcanal Island, Scolomon
ﬁ: mg:hfm August 7, 1942 to August 9, 1942 1s submitted
rew

2. At 06800, Aucust 7, while epproaching the Transe-
port Area XRAY in Attack Force Approach Disposition "AR-3",
(Annex Interrogatory to Commander Task Force Sixty-Two Operation
Flan A3=42,) a plane with ; lights was observed, 8
plane was belleved to have been launched by H.M.A.S, Ausorgsl..n.
At the samo instant & small oraft was observed bearing 1l
(true), close inshore.

At 0615, crulsers and deatroyers of Lhe Fire

Support Sections o bombardment on the shore line at
Guadalcanals 8 taneoualy, fire was opened in the Tulagi
Area,

At 0630 the small craft inshore was hit and
budtt. into flawe., It uppeared to Le loaded with gasoline or
Q .

At 0653, having reached the Transport Arca and
receliving orders tc launch boats, got the {irst ts into
waters At 0734 completed hmh.{ng boatss All boats from
this vessel proceeoded to Transports as directed in the Covering
Operation Plan.

At 06856 received signal "Zero Hour is 0910,"

-l e



T.8.8, ALCIIBA

AKE23/A10=3/(001)
10=kr
lioumea, New Culedonia,
Aucrust 15. 1942.
wRe
Sub ject: Action Report.

At 0802 bombardment of beaches bLoegan
preparatory to landlng of troops.

At COE0 a successful landing on Cuadalcanal
was indicated by signal from the beach.

At 1000 stood in toward beach, and at 1165
anchored with BEUNTER LICGETT bearing £73°9, distant 800 yards.
Anchored in 268 fathoms of water with 90 fathoms of chain te
port anchore.

At 1145 received signal to repel Alr Attack.
8hip went into Special Condition of Koadiness, effective
while handling cargo.

At 1220 started discharging cargo in the four
Tare Roger boats avallable.

At 1316 twenty-slx "Mitsubishi" heavy bombers,
e 97, were sighted bearing 315° (irue), estimated altitude
feot, One plane fell before passing over Transport Area.
Bombs were dropped, but none wore obgerved 1n Transport Area.
One ship, in the diubanoo to westward, identity of which could
not be determined, appeared to be hit and in r{nmns. All
bombs appeared to have been released short of objective, pre-
sumed to be Transports XRAY. Fire was opened, but was dise
continued when planos did not come within range.

At 1350 launched the last cone of the amphiblan
tractora.

At 1000, distant dive~bombers were sizhted, but
did not come within range.

Ccontinued dlscha ; cargos Beth WL lighters
of this vessel were in difficulties with ramp gear, Conditions
on the beash appeared to be unsatlisfactory, as boats were
returned to vessel still loaded,

A% 04050, A:ﬁ:: 8, orders were received from

Comtasklforce 62 to discon unloading on Deach Red until
further ordera.



AK23/A16-3/(001) U.S.8. ALCHIBA
10=kr

Noumea, lNew Caledonia,
Ausust 16, 1042,

-y
- - -

Subject: Action Report.

A N O R B R G S R SR R W e e A sk e SR W e e EEe G e . .

At 1043 received signal to prepare for alr
atltack.

At 1100, got underway in response to signal,
formed Crulsing Disposition AC=3, base course 000° (true),
speed 13 knots, and started evaslve courges by shlp tumm
movements, dlstance between ships 1000 yards, maneuver
Squadron XRAY in area bounded by Cuadalcanal Island on
South, Florida Island on the North, and Save Island on the
woatl.

At 1150 Japanvse planes dropped bombs in the
urea wvhore the squadron had been anchored.

At 1182, approximately twenty planes, belleved
te be "NMitsublishl MC-20" Transport Bombers, came thro the
Transport formation from astern. Fire was cpened at and
it appeared that at least four i:lﬁm“ were hit by gunfire from
this vessel. One plane was definltely hit by a 3-ineh shell
from #1 gun, and seen to break in two, all parts hitting the
water as debris in flames, which laated a few seconds and
disappeared.

At 1168 the U.8.8, GRORGE F, BLLIOTT, in the
right hand colum of the Transport formation, was seen in
flames and smoke. It was belleved that she lad been hit by
a falling plane which was on fire.

At 1210 ceasod flire, a&ll guna,

It 1» opinion that at leaat fourteen of the
attaciking planes were brought down during this attack.

The tactics of the en appesred to be an
effort to fly between thée colums of at torpedo launching
altitude, in order illat opposing fire would be restricted by
our ships foullng the range of fire foreach other.

Things happened so swirtly thet complete
recording of events was not accomplished, It is bellieved |
that the action lasted about six or eight minutess This |
vagsel expended 800 rounds of 20 mm smuunltion and 27 rounds |
of 3" ammunition during this phase of the action. Extreme |
oare was sxerelsed to prevent firing lnte our cwn ships.

o - S o e e o o s e e e A e e e e




AK23/A156-3/{001) U.8.8. ALCHIBA
10ekr

Noumea, New Caledonia,
August 16, 1942,
S fiwCmR=i=T

Subject: Action Report.

W GRS GRS S S S S SRS AR EERR W S S S W wwmd e . Gw— W WS SR WS WS S S S W e

The conduct and disclpline displayed by
officers and crew of thiszs command were of the highest crder,
and the Commanding Of{ficer has only the highest pralse for
all personnel concerned.

The sea was smooth, wind from Southeast,
force one.

No damage was sustalned by this vessel.
No casualties were sustalined in this vessel.

At 1340 took aboard six casualties from an
ELLIOTT boat, These were marines from the beach who were
enroute to the U.8,.,8. ELLICTT when the alr attack occurred.
None of the casualties were serlous.

Ay 1515 received orders from 0TC to land stores
just west of BDeach Red., Vessels lay to landing cargo.

Unloading was slow due to shortaze of boats
and lighters. Two Tare Roger boats from this vessel had been
submerged, and were damaged beyond repalir by ship's force.
‘Both W.Le. lighters were ocut of commisslon most of the night
and repalrmen were working c¢n them, This vessel, at present,
has insuificlent boat persomnel to run boats continuously for
any protracted perlod.

At about 2130 teook aboard lst Lleut. P. Glass,
Jr., USMCR, with slx Marines, twenty-five naval enlisted, and
one Coast Guard, survivors from the ELLIOTT. Four of the Navy
enlisted, and th Coast Cuard surfman, subsequently left the
ship when the ELLIOTT boat was ordered to clear the side when
the aﬁip started to regain the Transport Area. lione were
injured.

On Sunday, August 9, unloading was continued
from 0000 to 0150, when parachute flares were observed over
both Guadalcanal and Tulagi areas. The ship was darkened
and unloading discontinued.

The flares over Tulagl silhouettsd Squadron
YOKE vessels, and it appears certain that those over Guadale
canal served the same purpose for this squadren. The nature
of the flares, whether from enemy or our own planes, was not

known. & j:z




V.8.8, ALCHIPBA f
AK25/A16=3/(001) ¢

Avier

Houmea, New CalidAnia,
August 1€, 1948,

SmEeCei=iel

Subjeot: Action Report. j

. —— W —— . — - - --.—“"'"\WW —————

At the same time, (1.0., 015Q) WAVY bombarde
ment was heard Lo the northward. Plane eaglusa Aere heard
overheads The dropplng of flarea and the soupdy of Lombarde
ment te the north continued for aboul an houda

At about 0500 heavy punfire wugy VAard {yrom
the direction of Savo Island, which continued (WA some time.

At dawn this veasel was some dApvAnce to the
east of the unloading area, and had a numdey 4f Alsabled boats
alongside. The transport area was regained spyl Alscharging
of cargc started, after the necessary passing wi' boats.

At 0858 sipgnal, "Prepare for siy Attack,"

At 0910, formed up in Crulsing MApositlion
AC=3 nndbgsgnn maneuverin: b{ ship turn movesaibA. Base
course 3 s Standard speed 12 knots.

At 1113, received orders from 0iY Ao proceed
lmmedlately to Savo Island and take the ASTUSife An tow. This
erulser had been observed throughout the forenwm, end
appeared to be on fire Juat forward of the UridyA structure.
Left the formation and proceeded at 1 lnots Ay /Aegging, as
submarines were thoucht to Le Iin the viclulvy,

At 1212 reached the ASTORIA, WAl was listing
heavily to port and was down by the hesd. g Ajpeared to be
about to capeize, and towing to Le impossible, ¢ U,8.8,
DUCHANIAN was takins off survivors, and dofug W Aplendild plece
of work in dolng so.

At 1216 the ASTORIA e;g;:sod Ly ﬁﬁrt and sank
ttt1817) in Lat, 00=00+208.3 l60«iQw in 5%y fathoms of
water.

Boats from the ASTORIA and PUCANAN were
ftozg:s u:‘lurvivorn. This vessel maneuvered \v put boats
water,

At 1240 the BUCFA¥AN signalled § dobmarine
contact by sound, bLear (true)s This VyAdel got wey
en and stood away from BUCHANAN and the eynyivet. When
the DUCHANAN was seen searching at some d&utuu&ﬁﬁpa thousand

g:rﬂn estimated, returned to scene of cApulwimy plek up
ats and survivors.




10=kr

Noumoa, New Caledonia,
Au ust 16, lo42,

ScEeCoRekel
Subject: Actlon Report.

= T I I S

At 1304 the DUCHANAN fired two depth charges.

At 1308 picked up #1 lifedboat with 32
survivors. Ship's motor whale Loat also returned and was
plecked upe

At 1320 proceeded to retum to Transport
Area XRAY, off Cuadalcanal Island,

At 1525 received orders to holst in boats and
preceed with U.8.8. HLLN to Join 8quadron YOKE in Transport
Area YOEE,

— At 18006 reported for dgy to Commander Squadron
-

At 2000 procesded with McCAWLEY and Squadron
YOKE through Lengo Channel.

No damagze to ship or perscnnel was experienced
throughout the action, Officers and crew behaved splendidly
under fire and under the highly difficult circumstances of
unleoading. In peneral, all rands worked twenty-four hours &
day throughout the coperations.

The alr ralds and w » boat Trouble, and
difficulties of landing cargo interfered with the task in a
conslderable way and, consequently, departure was taken with
apgrdmmnly soventy-five per ¢ 5 oi the carge still on
bo

J. 5, FREEMAN.

Origes X 1 ¢ to Cinopacflt
1l Copy to C .

i¢C to CTF 62

2 Coples te War Diary
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Houmea, Hew Caledonia,
Au__mt lﬁ, 1049.

BofinGuiialim?
From: Fxecutive O'flcer.
To: femmanding O0fficer,
Subject: Action feport,
NaTerences (&) U.,8.,N,1,, 1980, Art, 712(1).
1. In accordance with reference (a), an action

‘report covering the movements and operations of this ship

during the landing on Guadalcanal Islands, Solomon Islands,
from Aujust 7, 1942 to Auv uat 9, 1942, both dates inalud-d.
1s m‘;ﬂitt‘da

2. During Lhe approach to transport area on
lnzult 7 in prescribed formatlion, a plane with 1l
buming was obaerved forward of starboard boaw at
eloven time, This plane ls balloeved to have been rm ane of
the escort crulsers, At the samc time, a small vesunl was
obaerved Learlng two poinis on starboard bow, distance about
threo milea, close inahore.

At 0015, crulsors and destrcyers of the Fire

support sections cpened fire on the shore line at Cuadalcanal.
‘At the same time flre was noticed in the Tulagi area,

Af'ter four salvos from a destroyer in the van
at 0630, the small craft ahead wazs hit and burst inte ﬂln -
bvidonti:r loaded with gasoline or oll from spread of flame

| and black mnoke.

At 0653, upon order after reaching transpo

| ;m. launched first boais, Completed launching last hut

a period of 41 minutes, Boats proceeded as dirocted

Sl Barine Divistes Landing Plan, Began launching amphiblan

tractors frow holds 1, 2, 8 and 5,
At 0868 received signal "Zero Liour is 0010,"

At 0902 close bombardueat of beaches be an
preparatory to landing wroops.

At 0020, suoccensful Leach landing indlcated

by shore signal,
.de W
of Auge

P A L Y N i e S — g ML

6‘01



AKR3/A16=3 | U.n, A, ALCHIBA

ky
Howuea, New Calndonim, !
SoliwCeli=ti=l August 16, 1043, |
Subjects Actlon Jsport.

1185 Anchored in £€ fathoms of walsr with 90
fathoms to port anchor, with HUNTER LIGGETT bearing 273°,
distance 000 yards,.

1145 Went to speclal antiea’reraft condition
of readiness,

1315 Counted twenty-five Lombers, identiified
as "Mitsublshi", vype 97, Learing 3159, sstimated helight,
10,000 foet, OJne addlilonal plane was noted falling in flames
benoath fomatlone #Flanes wore ln _roups of three in a vary
shallow "V" formation, Antie=alreralt fire from soreen and
ships to northwest of us, Domvs were dropped short of object=
ive {(ihe transport area), and planecs disappeared in clouds,
Ship opened Tire at 1580, Ceased fire at 1325, One ship te
the westward, off Saveo Island, type unknown, appeoarsad to be hit,

Continued worklin: cargo.

Aucust 8

1100 Got underway in response to alﬁll "Prepare

for Alr Attack™., PFormation, Crulsing Disvesition AC-S, speed

13, btase course 000° (true), Started evasive courses, in area

bt;:r;n Guadaleanal Island on the south, and Florida flhnd on
orth,

1158 = Notlced flight of planes estimated at
about twenty, approaching formation fram the eastward, ‘plashes
of two sises were noted, one large and the other vuch amaller,
off Lhe right flank of Lhe formailon, apparently all short,
There may Lave bsen some between soreen and first section. No
hits were notloced,

Opened fire about three minutes later on black
planes filtering through formation, from starboard side and
astern, MNits were observed on two 'r.nul a‘rﬂ 20 ma uvnas
#2 and M4 or #6, and on® hit from -»8'59 Range
estimated rdse The hit from (1 - 80 Cal, caused the
p.‘l.nnot-oﬂm two and slnk in two parts slmost ilmaediztely,

Shor after opening fire, observed on
fire abaft stacke was first bolleved to be the U.5.5,
BELLATRIX, but was later 1dentified as the OROROE F, KLLIOTT

o g i



ARS3/A10e3 V.5.8, ALCTITBA

kr
Noumea, Now Calrdonia,
Ll -l Auguat 16; 1042,
Bubjeoct: Actlion nport,

--‘--"‘-“"----“-‘ﬂ--’“--_--_—-ﬁ““--

AL10 Censed fire, all guns,

In this enga, ement, as well ag that of August
7o the onssuy appeaxod o dwop his bLombs short of the formation,
"ﬂ indlcation of styafing was notlond by splashoa Iin the
wRtEr alsad of planss ML NO actual mashine sun £ira was soon
by me, After droppin, his bembs (or torpedons), the onewgy
o low bLovween lhe ships In fomation, apparoutly in crdep
thaet our fire Le resiricted Ly othoer .'.;!?.!p;: foullin,: ths rance,

¥o ascourate satimato of time or hite was
possible during the melee, Yul I counted twelve planos, or
thelr resalns, dowm in the mawdlale manouver area, a
thirteonth OI'I‘ Lunga Polub, «ldclh bumed for scus time after
the en_aygoumaent,

Reoturmoed L0 araa S Zeadh "Ned" and rogizzad
dlscharging corgo.

Qo dunlay, Auguai 91 1048, whwm I came on
bridge, the ship was about »L.ub miles to eastward of ares,
floadod te Lhe westwanl and drepped port ancher at 0820 in 19
fathoms of wator, with 40 fathome cu wildeat,

0005 Tudervay in responce to signal "P opare
for Ale Abttack™, 1In corulsing dlsposition AU=J, spoad 13, Lase
oourge, 3509 (trus), began ovanlve taolles by turn movaments.

2113, Orders from 0IC to procesd to lave Island
to take ASTONIA in &N. Proceodod oa courso 3179 (true), np#
15« At 1218, reached ithe ASTONIA wihlch haZ a liets of about
bopoﬂ.ultﬁommborur ; on board on deck near
nurbotrgr;mm. Uull O, DUCHANAR vas mancuvering side
to tako survivors, About three minutes hur! the AST0IIA

rolled over m‘mm. twmed Lot \p’ andl sank = stomn
firet, o suc was notloed, & molor Momz and

73 1ife Loal were launchad to plelk up survivors, Lo cllier with
two motor whaleboats fram INVCITANAN,

Zalure boaLy could ba recovered, ﬁmm
holsted an aergency swavarine =icnel, Learing (true) .




AWM U-B.S. .’LLCIIIBI

e
Houmen; Now Calodonis,
SelieGelei=l August 16, 1942,
Subjects Actlion Heport.
Got way on ship and stood from DBUCHANAN

and ocontact, Wien BUCHANAN was distant aboul 1500 yards,
rotuned to bouts and plékod them up « #1 1life Loat hn.v:lna
33 enlisted survivors on board,

While Doats wore balng holsted, DUCTANAN
droppod two depth char;os,

At 1320, got undsrway for transport areg "XiAXY,

He. R. OHAW,

! ! “ ‘u. 10. 19“.
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(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)

(r)
(g)

Task Unit 62.3.3 « Conmanding O0fficer U.5.S5. CRESCENT CITY
Commander Task Unit 62.3.3, composed of U.S.S. CRESCENT CITY,
PRESIDENT ADAMS, PRESIDENT HAYES, PRESIDENT JACKSON, and

ALCHIEA.

SECRET

U.S.S+ ALHHIEBA

September,1,1942.

Navsta Tutuila's Mallgram 280715 of August,

None.
Positions:

0800~ Underway proceeding out of Apia Harbor, British Samoca.
1200« Enroute Apia to Tutulla, Samoa.

2000« Anchored in Pago Pago Harbor, Tutulla, Samoa.

Pistance made good, 84 miles.

0745 Got underway and stood out of Apla Harbor, Bfitish Samoa .

Circled outside of harbor until 1155 when USS CRESCENT CITY
JOINBA and became formation gulde.
with U.8.8, HOVEY continuing as anti-submarine screen.

1400 Passed 8.,8. CALAMARES headed 1in opposite direction.

Proceed toward Tutulla

1941 Anchored in Pago Pago Harbor, Tutulla, Samoa.

No remarks.

No remarks.

J.8,.Freeman,
Commander, U,S,Navy,
Comnmanding,

Z



SECRET

UsSeS. ALCHIBA
September 2,1942.

(a) Task Unit 62.3.3.
(b) Same as before.
(c) Nonse
(d) Positions:
Anchored in Pago Page Harbor, Tutuila, Samoca.
(e) 0610 U.S.S. HOVEY got underway and siood oub of harbors
(f) No remarks.

(g) No remarkse

J ¢3S Jreoeman
Commander, UeS.NAVY, @0
Commanding, ,




(a)
(b)
(e¢)
(4)
(e)
(£)

(g)

SECRET
U.S.5, ALCHIBA
September 4, 1942,
Task Unit 62.3.3 . :
Seme as before.
None.
Anchored in Pago Pago Harbor, Tutulla, Samoa.
No remarks.
No remarks.

No remarks.

J«S.Freeman
Commander, U,S.Navy, ﬂ
Commanding.

ARG



(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

(e)

(£)

(g)

SECRET

UsSeS, ALHHIBA
September ,3', 1642,

Task Unit 6233, plus U,S.S., MEREDITH and TREVOR as escortsd.
Comtaskfor 62's 0650449 September.
None,
Fosltions;
Anchored in Pagoe Pego Harbor, Tutulla, Samoa.
2243 Got underway in company with Task Unit 62.,3.3., U.S.S.

CRESCENT CITY Formation guide, U.s8.5. MEREDITH add TREVOR
escorts.

Received Comtransdiv 2's visual orders to get underway and
head south upon leaving harbor entrance, pursuant to CTFE2's
050449 September,

ma llgram

Received Comtaskfor 62's/181114 August detailihg new orgenigzation
for Task Force 62,

No remairks.

J.S5.Freeman .
Commander, U,S,Navy, %
Commanding, /

48




(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)

(1)
(g)

SECRET

U.8.8. ALCHIBA
September 5, 1942.

Task Unlt 62,3.3, with U,S3.8, TREVER and VEREDITH as escorts.

Same as before.

None.

Positicus.
0800~ 16=26.5 South Lat. 170-44.5 West Long.
1200~ 17-28.5 170=43,5
2000« 19-03 171-41

Distance and course made good, , 190 miles, 179-30!True.

they Joined escort. 1630 Unidentiflied merchantman sighted on
horizon heading in opposite direction. 2400 Advanced date one
day to September 7, having crossed Inbernational Date Line.

No remarks.

No remarks,

J.3,Freeman
Commander, U.S.Havy.éggyﬂ
Commanding.



(a)

(b)
(¢)
(a)

(e)

(r)
(g!

SECRET

Task Unit 624343, with U.S.,S8, MEREDITH, CWIN, TREVOR,and

H.M,A.8, ACHILLES a8 esco
Same as before.

None.

Positions:

0800« 21800 South Lat.
120"= 2l-24

U.S.8, ALCHIBA

September 7, 1942,

I‘tﬂ.

1l74=228 West Longe.
175«06,5

20Cu~ Anchored in Nukualofa Harbér, Tongatabu.

Distance made goody,noon to

Having crossod the Intermatlonal Date Line September € was
omitted, dete was advanced to Septomber 7.
Nukualofa Har>or, Tongatabu, To
present: U,S8,3. SARATOGA (Comtask’or 1l), SOUTH DAKOTA,

NEW ORLEANS, ATLANTA, MINNEAPOLIS, VESTAL, WORDEN, PHELPS,
CLARK, GRAYSON, MONSSEN, DEWEY, NEVILLE, HEYWOOD, BARNETT,
AMERICAN LECION, HUNTER LIGGETT, CUMMINGS, and SEMINOLE.

%ﬁ?ﬁg&aéﬁ?RA,ARCTIG-

No remarks,

noon, 371 miles.

J.S, FREEMAN
Comnmander, U.S.Navy,
Commanding.

z

1760 Anchored in
nga Islands. Following ships

501




(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)
(r)

(g)

SECRET

U.S.8. ALCHIBA

S8eptember 8, 1942,
Task Unit 62,3 5 .
Same as before.
None,
Positlons:

Anchored in Nukualofa Marbor, Tongatabu.

No remarks,
Received Comtransdiv 2's dispatech 080057 , which stated that
until further orders are received The U,S.5. ALCHIBA will
be consldered assigned to Transport Division Two.
Recelved Comtraskfor 64's Sortie Order 1l-42 ( Tongatabu ),
detalling Task Forde 64 as followsj Task Group 64,1 U.S.S.
KINNEAPOLIS, Task Group 64.2 U.S.3. ADAMS, HAYES, JACKSON,
HEYWOOD, CRESCENT CITY, ALCHIBA, LIBRA, Task Jroup 64.3
(screen) U,3,S. GNRAYSON, MONSSEN, MEREDITH, OWIN, MACDONOUGH,
FARRAGUT, TREVOR.

Reweived Comtaskg@roup 64.2's dlepatch 080643 contalning sortie
and operation orders.

No remarks.

J.S.Freeman
Commander, U,S.Navy, éﬁéﬁ
Commanding.

S5



(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(e

(r)
(g)

SECRET

V.8.8. ALCHIBA
September 9, 1942,

Task Group 64.2 . HRear Admiral Wright,Commander Task Force 64

in U,S.S, MINNEAPOLIS. Commandinanfriear UsSe3¢ CRESCENT CITY
Convoy Commodore, convoy consisting of 1U,S8.5., PRESIDENT ADAMNS,

ALCHIBA, Section One on right, CRESCENT CITY, HEYWOOD, LIERA,
Sectlion 2 in center, PRESIDENT HAYES, FRESIDENT JACKSON Section
3 on left. Escort consisting of U,S.5., MINNEAPOLIS, GRAYSON,
MONSSEN, MEREDITH, CWIN, MACDONOUGH, ¥ARRAGUT,and TREVOR,
Comtaskgroup 64.2's maldgram 0806435 September,
None.
Positions:

0800= Underway prodeeding out of Nultualofa ‘arbor,Tongatabu,

1200~ 20-46,5 South 175-58 Hest Lorg.

2000= 20-09 177=49

Distance made good, departure to noon, 45 miles.

0739 Got underway and stood out of Nukualofa Harbor, Tongatabu,

No remarks.

No remarks,

J«S.Freeman
Commander, U.S.Navy, gﬁy’
Commanding.
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(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)
(r)
(g)

SECRET

U.8.5, ALCHIBA
Septemborl0, 1942.

Task Group 64.82, same as before.

Same as Lefore.

None.

Positions:
0800« 19=55,0 South Lat, 179-=15 East Long.
1200« 19«55 176-16
2000« 190-52 176=17

Distance and course made pood, 330 miles, 279 degrees True.
No remarkse
No remarks.

No remarks.

Je 5 Freoaman

gommnndogé.ﬂ.s.ﬂavy. é;;/
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(a)
(b)
(a)
(a)

(o)
(£)
(g)

SECRET

UeSeSs ALCHIBA
September 11,1948,

Task Ggoup 64.2 «+ Same as Lefore.

Same as before.

Hone.

Positions:
0800« 17=41,0 South Lat, 174-18,0 East Long.
1200= 17-28 175-28
2008« 17-07 171-31

Distance and course made good, 333 miles, 208degrees True.

XNoommmaxkxe Sighted patrol plane at 1130.

No remarks.
No remarks.
Je«S.Freamnan

Commander, U.S.Na
- o. Vs ﬁ




(a)
(b)
(e)

(d)

(o)

(r)

(2)

SECRET
U.SeS. ALCHIBA
September 12,1942,
Task Group 64.2 Same as before.
Same as before.

Pursuant to CTG'684.2's 110550 stood out tec sea t o avoid an
alr raid.

Fositions:
1200- 15«52 167~57

2000~ Standing out of Segond Channel,
Distonce made good noon to noon, 346 miles.

1440 Sighted patrol bplane bearing 340 cegrees. 1500 Passed
U.S.8. FULLER AND BELLATRIX standing out of Segond Channel,
1703 Anchored in Segond Channel, Esplritu Santo Island,

New Hebrldes, 1043 Bot underway and stood out of Segond
Channel. Proceeded on essterly course past lalekula Island
toward Efate, in accordance with instructions in CTG E4,.2's
110550, to avoild an impending akr raid,

Recelved CTG 64.2 's 110550, of September.

Neo remarks.

J«8.Freeman
Commander, U,3.Navy, éﬁ;fﬂ
Commandinge.




(a)
(b)
(e)

()

(e)

(1)

(g)

SECRET

U.S.S« ALCHIBA
September 13,1942,

Task Unit 64,2 Same as bofore.
Same as before.

Fuarguant to CTG 64.2's 110650 got under way to avold an
alr rald, and stood out to sea.

Positions:
0800« 16~45 South Lat, 167«58 East Long.
1200« 10-47 167-27

2000« Anchered in Segond Channel,
Distonce made good, noon Lo noon, 206 miles.

CS07 pursuant to CTF 64's 1213556 turned around and proceeded

to return to Button, 1430 Anchored in Segond Channel, Espiritu
Santo, New Hebrides. Follewing ships present, U.8.S8, BOISE,
MANLEY, MCKEAW, STRINGHAM, MC CAWLEY, BETELGEUSE, CURTISS,
(COMATIRSOPAC 8,0.P.A.), MINZS LEANDER, SS8. DIL BRASIL, SANTA AMA,
MORMACSEA, JiMES RUSS.Ei LOWELL, U.S.8., SABINE and others
unidentlified,

Rocelved CTH 64's 121350 , and CTF €6's Rehearsal Operation
Plan AR2-42,.

llo remarks,

J.S. Freeman _
Commander, U,S,Navy, 52/
Commanding.,
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(&)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)

(1)

(g)

SECRET

UeSeSs ALCHIBA
September 14,1942,

Task Unit 65,1.2 . Task Force 65, Commander in U.S.8, MC CAWLEY

Task Group 665.1, Commander,Commanding Officer U,S.8. CRESCENT
CITY, Transdiv Afirm, (6541,1), U.S.8, CRESBENT CITY, PRESIDENT
ADAMS, PRESIDENT HAYES, Traunsdiv BDaker (65.1l.2), U.3,.8,

MC CAWLEY, PRESIDENT JACKSON, ALCHIBA, Landing Force, (652},
7th Harihes Reinforced, Screening Group, [65,3 s Crudiv 31,
U.S.8, MINNEAPOLIS, BOISE, HMNZS LEANDER, (665¢3+l1)3 Desron 32,
Desdiv 22, plus PARRACUT, MACDONOUGH, HULL, STERETT (65.3.2)3;
Minron 2, HOPKINS, SOUTHARD, ZANE, TREVER, HOVEY(65.3.3).

Comtaskfor 654 Operation rlan Al5-42, of September 13,

lione.

POSITIONS:
0800~ 1l5-25,0 SouthlLat, 167-24,56 Zast Long.
1200~ 14-38,5 1l67-18
2000~ 13-46,0 165=38,5

Distance ﬁndo good departubve to noon, 74 miles.

0521 Got underway with Taslk Force 65 , less crulsers and
thelr destroyer essort, and stood out of Segond Channel,
0650 Operation Plan AlS5-42 placed in effect. Trammports
formed in two golumns, with Transdiv Baker on the right,
with destroyers «nd minesweeps deployed as screen, 1238
Sighted unidentified alrcraft bearing 310 degrees. 1350
U,S8. erulser observation pline approached formation and
clreled the U.S.3, M@ CAWLEY,

Recelved Comtaskfor'm 65's Operation Flan Al5-42 of Sept.l3,
and Comtransdiv 2 (CTC 65.1) 's dispateh 131115 ordering
units to geot underway.

No remarks,

J.S.Fresman R
Commander, U.Sol.‘bp f/

Commanding.
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(a)

{v)
(e¢)
(a)

(e)

()

(g)

SKECRET

U.S.S. ALCHIBA
Sep tember 15,1942,

Task Unit 65,1.2. Same as before, less cruisers and destroyer
escort.

Same as before.

lone,

Positions:
0300~ 15«25 South Lat, 167-24 East Long.
1200« l1ll=-48 8 162-20
2000~ 11«15 161-06

Blstance made good and course, 335 miles, 301 degrees True.

0800 Sighted two planes bearing 045 degrees, 1119 Sighted

escort cruisers and destroyer escort bearing 155 degrees.

1525 Sighted two observation plenes bearing 160 degrees.

1536 U,.S.S. MINNEAPOLIS, BOISE, HMNZS LEANDER, and destroyer
escort, U.S,8, STERETT, GWIN, HULL, FARRAGUT, MONSSEN, GRAYSON AND
MACDONOUGH Jolned formation and task force formed crulsing
disposition AC#l. 1900 Pursuant to visual orders of Comtaskfowr

65 course was raversed and the task force headed south.

Recelved Comtaskfor 65's Operation Plan Al-42 of September 14,
and visual orders changing base course from 301° to 170° True/.
o remarks,

J.S.Freeman
Commander, U.S.liavy, %
Commanding,

58
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(a)
()
(e)
(a)

(o)

(1)
(2)

SECRET
U.S.8, ALCHIBA
Septembey 16,1942,
Task Unlt €65¢1.2., Same as before.
Same as bLelore.
Houno.
Foslitlons:
0800« 13«40,5 South Lat, 1l6l«l7,0 East L.ng.
1200~ 1l4-2 .0 161=40,0
2000~ 15~0 .0 162«10,0
Distance and course mad: good, 299 miles, courses varioms.
1238 Sighted strange alrceraflt bearing (220 T, 1457 Sighted

Strange alircraft hearing 729" Te 180C Heversed course and
neaded north,

Recalved CTF 656's visual oriers changing course to the north,

No remarks.

Jed, Preoman :Zﬁé/?
Commander, U.S.Navy,
Coumanding.




(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)

(r)
(g)

SECRET

UsBe8e ALCHIDA
September 17,1042.

Pask Unit €5.1,2 . Same as before.

S8ame as before.

llone.

rosilions:
0800~ 12«37,0 South Lat. 1l62-34+0 East Longe
1200« 1le=43 1E2«30
2000« 10-33 161-11

Distance made good, noon to noon, 313 miles.

1800 Formed Approach Dispositioh AReS.

o remarks,.
o remarks.

J.S. Fx'om
Commander, U,S,Navy, 4%27”
Commanding,.




SECRET

U.S.5« ALCHIBEA
September 18,1242.

(a) Task Unit 65.1.2. Same as before.
(b) Same as before.
(e) DNone.
(d) Positions:
Anchored off Kukum, Guadalcanal Island, Solomons.

(e) 0525 Upon entering Guadalcanal Aree some tracer fire was

noticed ashore. Several planes took off and cireled over it.

0732 Anchored off Kukum, in Lunga Roads, (Guadalcanal lsland,

Solomons, Commenced landing merines and cargo. 1000 U,.S8,8. TRACY

and MAC FARLAND arrived and anchored, 1215 Alr rald al arm was sent

out. No ememy planes appeared, One of our own planes was fired on

and shot downe This vessel did not open fire. 300 U,8,S. BELLATRIX

arrived and ancihored. 1800 Completed dlscharge of ammmunitign, f6ed,

gusoline, and miscellaneous U.S,.Marine Corps equipment, Landed eme

barked troops, and also 2 tank lighters, ® ramp boats, and” thelr crews.
During unloading activitles one of our deatroyer eacort bome

barded beach to e westward. No enemy activity wes noted. 19858 CGot

underway pursuant to visual orders of Comtaskfor 65 . U.S8.5. DELLATRIX,

TRACY, and MAC PARLAND Joined Task Force 65 for the retirement,

Approach Disposition AR=-5 Was used except the crulsers and destroyerx

escort were placed In the rear until the Taslk Force had padsed clear

of Lengo Channel,

(f) Received visual orders from Comtasikfor 65 to retire from
Guadalcanal, at 2080.

(g) No remarks,

JeS.Freeman ,
Commander, U.S,Navy, ﬁ
Cormanding.

A



(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)

(1)
(g)

SECRET

UeS.8. ALCHIBA
soptomhog 19,1942,

Task Unlt 65.1.82 .Tagsk Force 65 plus U.S.S. BELLATRIX, TRACY,

And MAC FARLAND.

Same as before.

Nones

Positions:
0800- 11«01 South Lat. 161-17 Last Longe.
1200« 1l-51 161-2%
2000~ 13«36 16147

Pistance made good deperture to noon, 203 miles.

0600 Chsnged fleet rormatlion to Crulsing Disposition AC-l and

at 0630 the crulsers and their destroyer escort took thelr
position in formation. 1610 U.S8.S, PRESIDENT HAYES, TRACY and
MAC FARLAND left formation and prcceeded con duty assigned.

o remarks,
llo remerks,

J.S.Freeman

Commander, U,S.Navy
comnandin&. . G égé/y




SECRET

U.8.8¢; ALCHIBA
Sepyember 20,1942,

(a) Task Unit 86.1s2. Same as before.
(b) Same as before.
(¢) None.
(d) Positions.

0800~ 16«12 South Lat. 162«00 East Long.

1200~ 17«02 162«¢00

2000= 1l8=36,5 161-58

Distance made good and course, 317 mlles, 174 degrees.

(e) 0620 Sighted patrol ghno » and another at 0640, 0800 U,S.8.
PRESIDENT HAYES and HULL left formation and proceeded on duty assigned.
Comtaskfor 65's Operation Plan AlS«42 cancelled. Convoy'!s task t
number changed to Task Unlt 62:3.2. Comtaskfor 65 resumed old designation
of Comtaskfor 62. 0826 Sighted about twenty six friendly naval vessels

astem. appeared tobe a task force. No information recelved
about them. task force operated in the viecinity all daye.

(£) No remarks.

(g) No remarks,

Je 3 Freeman
Commander, U,S.NAVY, ﬁ
Commanding.




(a)
(b)
(e)
(4)

(e)

(r)
(g)

- e o = =

Commander, US.,Nav,,
Commandinge.

SECRET

UeS.S. ALCHIBA
September 21,1942,

Tapk Unit 62.3.2.,le88 U,8,S, PRESIDENT HAYES and HULL.
Sperating under direct orders of Comtaskfor 62,
Honae

Positions:
0800« 20«25 South Lat, 162-50 East Long.
1200« 20=36 163«08
2000« 21l-26 164-17

Distance and course made good, 274 mlles. 164 degrees.
Antl-aircraft and antie-submarine target practlce held at 1000
and 1400,

No remarks.

No yemurks,

J .8 Freeman

g:mnuﬂ;:& ' US.llavy, éﬂ

BRI |



(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

(e) 0945 Anchored in Dumbea Rocds, Nodumea, New Caledonlas The
following ships present, U,85.3. ARCONNE( Comsopane¢ ), CHESTER,
WHITNEY, SOLACE, SABINE, ARCTIC, SUMNWER, FULLER, LIDRA, HEYWOOD,
.BREESE, MANLEY, NMC KI:AN STRIHGHAM, AHTABEB TA%‘F

SECRET
UeS45. ALCHTBA
Septembor 22,1042¢
Task Unlt G2,35.2 pless USS PRESIDENT HAYES and HULL.
Same ac befope.
Noue,
Posltlions:
0800« Entering Pulari Passage, loumea, N.C,

1200« Anchored 1n Dumhaa Ronda, Houmaa, H C.
2000=- " s ‘e

Distance made good fror ncon to anchoring, 138 miles,

EY, KANAWEA,

LACM:NANHA, F.ATIKAKEE, RM‘PAFAuOCK, and various unidenified naval
and merchant vessels,

(1)

Ho remarks,

(g) Wo remarks,

J.5.Freeman
Commander, U,S.,Navy, ﬂ
Commandinge




(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)
(e)

(1)

(g)

SECRET

UeSe8+s ALCHIBA
Sept ember, 25,1942,

Task Unit 62.1.2 .
Same as before.
None,
Poslitions:
Anchored in Dumbea Bay, Noumea, N.8.

0700 Tenksr S.8. NICOLAOU NARIA moored alongside, and at 13156
cast off having fueled 1,5.5. ALCHIBA.

Recelved Comtaskfor G2's mallgram 210640 September which
established new task crgani,ation for Task Force 62. The
U,8.5. ALCHIBA was asslgned to Transdiv 8, which 1Included
the U.8.8. NEVILLE, FULLER, and AMERICAN LEGION.

Ro remarks.

J.S3.Freeman
Commandeyr, U.S.Navy,
Cormanding. é;%?y




(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)
(r)
()

SECRET
U.Se3. ALCHIEA
September 24, 1942¢
Task mit 62,1.2.
Same ar before.
Nonee.
Position:
Anchored in Dumbea Bay, Noumea, N.C.
Hé remarkse. J
No remarks.

No remurkse

J.8,.Freemnan,
Commander, U.SNavy,
Commandinge Zﬁ%ff




SECRET

U.B. S. AI&CHIE“
September 25,1942,

(a) Task Unit 62.1l.2.
(b) Same as before,
(e¢) YNone.
(d) Position:
Anchored in Dumtea Bay, Noumea, N,C,
(e) lo remarks.
(f) loremarks.,

(g) No remarks.

Je8,.Freeman

Commander, U,S.Navy S
Commanding. » @




(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(o)
()
(g)

SECRET

U.S.8. ALCHIBA
Septembeor 26,1542,

Taslt Unit 62.1.2 .
Same as before.
llone,
Positions:
Anchored la Dumbea Day, Houmea, N.C.
o remarks,
o remarks.

No remarlcs,

67 §



(a)
(b)
(o)
(a)
(e)
(r)

(8)

SECRET
U.S4S. ALCOIBA
September 27,1042,
Task Unit 62.1.2.
Seme as Lefore.
None.
Position:
Anchored 1n D umbsa Bay, loumeay; N.C,

0815 Commenced discharglng diesel oll and gascline in druns,
and ceneral U.,S.M.C. cargo.

Necsdwod Cembaskfor 62's dlspatch 260928 Septoasber to dlscharge
remalning cargoe.

o remairks.

JeSeFroeman
Comnmander, U,S.Navy, 0/;?/
Commanding.

J0
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(a)
(b)
(e)
(ad

(o)
(£)
(g)

SECRET

U.3.8. ALCEIBA
Saptember 28,1942,

Task Unit 62,1.2.

Comtaskfor 642's dlspateh 250080,

llones

Poalition:

Anchored in Dumbea Pay, Noumoa, N.C.
comtinued discharglng cargoe.
Wo remarks,

Yo remmrlise

Je 5. Freeman
Commander, U.S.Mavy,
Commandinge.




(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)

(o)
(r)

(g)

SECRET
U.C.S5¢ ALCHIB A
Jeptember 29,1042,
Task Unlit 6Z2.1.2.
Same as befcres
lione.
Positlons:
0800: Anchored in Dumbea Bay, Noumea, N.C,
2000=-Anchored In Creat Road, Noumea, N.C.

Continued dlscharging cargo. 1320 Cot underway to shift
berthes 1354 Anchored 1in CGreat Road, Nouwsea, New Caledonlae

Recelved Comtaskfor 62's dispatch 2822827 ordering verth
to be shifted,

No remarks.
J.S.Freeman

Commundey, U,SNavy, g@/
Commandinge




(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(o)
()

(g)

SECRET

UeSeSe ALCIHIR A
September 30,1542,

Task Unit €2.1.8,

Same as before.

None.

Fosltion:

Anchored in Oreat Road, Hounea, N.C.
Continued discharging cargo.
No remarks.

No remarks.

J.8«Freeman
Cormander, U.S JHavy,
Commending, 22%?47

% |
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U. S. S. ALCHIBA (AK23)

WAR DIARY
SLCRET

tober 31,1042,
1,1942 to Oe¢
From Oc¢tobor

eﬂbﬁ“@l}a‘;un.b
K M55

DEC 8 1042
WULE U~

R bre Vg ¢
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(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

(e)
(£)
(g)

SECRET

TeSeSe ALCHIBA
Detober 1,10428.

Task Unlt 62,142
Under dlrect orders Combtaskfor 62
Nones
Position:
Anchored 1ln Creet Road, Noumea, New Cﬁledonin.
Discharging cargoe
No remarkse
Mo remarkse

JeSeMTroCmEN
Conmander, U.S.Havy, f j
Comnandinge




(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)

(o)

(r)
()

SECRET

UeSe3+, ALCHIBA
October 2,1942,
Task Unit 62.,1l.2.
Same as befores
lonee
Position:
Anchored in Great Road, Noumesa, RN.Ce.
completed discharging curgo, and comuenced to load mlscellaneous
UeSelleCe oquipment, provisions and general cargo for Dase
Cactuse
o remmriise

No remaris.

Ju5Mreeman
Commander, U.3.Navy, é@/
Comnandinge



(a)
(b)
(ec)
(d)

(e)
{r)
(g)

SECRET

Task Unit 62.l1l.2.
Same as bef'ore.
Nones
Poaltions:

anchored in Great Road
Dontinued loading cargoe
No remarks.

Ho remarks.

Ue8+Ss ALCEIBA
October 3,1842,

,» Noumeca, N,C.

J.3,.Fyecman
Commender, U.S.Navy,
Commandinge

&

PP R — e | eSS




(a)
(v)
(e)
(a)

(e)
()
()

SECRET
V.8.8, ALCHIBA
October 4, 1942,
Taslk Unit 62.1.8.
Same as before.
lione.
rosition:
Anchored in Creat Road, Noumea, N.C.
Continued loading cargo.
No remarks.
No romarise

Je 54 Froeman
Commander, U,3.Navy,
Commandlings

%
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(a)
(b)
(e)

(d)

(e)

(1)

(g)

SECRET

UeS.8« ALCHIEA
Cotobeyr 65,1048,

Task Unit 68.4.5. Commanding Officoer U,.8.8. BELLATRIX Task Unit
Commander, unit composed of U.3,.,S. ULTLATRIX, ALCHIBRA, JAMESTOWN,
with U.S5.3. AARON WARD as escori.
Comtaskfor 62's P6@815 October.
Nonees
Pecsitions
Anchored in Great Road, Noumez, N.C,
Completed loading at 1900,

Recelved Comtaskfor 62's @S5@815 Octeober dispabeh forming Task Unit
68¢4eD. and directing it to proceed to Button,

No remarks,

J.B. 'reeman
Commander, U.S,Navy, ﬁ
Commanding.




SECRET

U.8.8. ALCHIBA

(a) Task Unit 62.4.5. N SO

(b) Same as before.
(0) Nonee
(d) Positions:

0800« Anchored in Dumbea Fay, Noumea, N.C.
1200« Underway standing out of Noumea,N.C.
2000~ Anchored off Amedee Island, Noumea, N.C.

(e) 0646 Underway to shift berths. 0718 Anchored in Dumbea Pay,
Nounea, New Cnledonia, 0733 U.5.8, KINGFISHER came alongside with
Barge PAE 6, 1046 Barge taken in towe 1114 Got underway pursuant to
CTF 628's dispateh 050815, and stood out of the Bay. 1400 In accordance
wlth Comtaskunit 6244.5's liovoment OUpder l-42, after sortie formed
Crulsing Disposfition as followsy Escort 17.3.5. AARON WARD, stetion
ahead, BELLATRIX towing two prep tares ( right ship ), Alchiba towing
PAR 6, ( center ship~ guide ), JAMESTOWN towing two prep tares (left
ship ), ships in line, dlstant 800 yards.

1635 Pursuant to visual orders of C.TeU. 62+4¢4¢5 reversed course
and returned to BULARI PASSACE. 1857 Anchored off Amedee Island,
Noumea, !.C.

(rf) Recelved Gomtaskunilt 62.4.5. 's lovement Order l-42 of OGctober 5,

(g) DNo remarks,

Je8e'roeman
Commander, U.S8.Navy, @/
Commandinge



(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

(e)

(f)

—
13 ]

SECRET

U.S.8., ALCHIBA
Octobﬂl" ?’1942.

Task Unilt 62.4.5 .

fSame as belore.

Nom -

Positiona:
0500~ 28-45 South Lat. 166=32 Last Longe.
1200~ £5-08 L66=b3
2000~ 22«59 167=56b

Distance made good depurture to noon, 49 mliles.

0805 Got underway und stocd out of Bulurl lassage, Noumea,N,.C,
Resumed former eruising dispositiond 08850 Sighted U.S.S.
CRESCENT CITY, HEYWOOD, LIBRA and two destroyers as escort
headed 1n opposite directlion.

Mo remarks.

o remarks,

JeS, Freeman
Commander, US Navy, é;%/ﬁ
Commendling.




()
(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)
()
(&)

SECRET

UeSeSe ALCHIBA
October 8, 1942,

Tasl: Unlt 62445 »

Same as bafore.

Mono.

Posltionst
0800« 2146 South l68«56 Last Longe
1200« 21-03 168=53
2000« 19-59 168-26€

Distance made good noon to noon, 197 miles.
No remmrkse.
o remarkse

No remarks.

JeSeTroenan 7
commander, U.S8.Navy, Zéi}
Commandinge



SECRET
UesSeS« ALCHIBA
OCTOIER 9,1948,
(l) Task Unlt 62.4.0,
(b) Some ss befores
(cd None.
(@} rositions:
0800- 10«1d South lLat. l8S«00 East Longe
1200« 17«31 167=5€
2000« 16«2045 187«68
Distunca and course made good, 216 mlles, IJ40 deogrees True.
(e) Lbed various patrol planes wroviding alr coverage during Zo
28 Sichted unldentirfied vessel which passed,headed on opposil
COUTaG.
(f) No remarks.
(g) No remarise.

J,.5.Froemnan
com.nandor. U.3.Nevy, g@/

Cormanding

¥3 |

———mepereamssu b A



SLORET

UeS.S. ALCHIBA
OCTOBER 10,1942,

(a) Task Unit 62.4.5 »

(b) Comaander Tagk Force 62'a 002214 Octoher.
(¢) HNons,

(d) Jroeltions:

0800« Lying to off Degaclo Island, Gsplritu Santo .
1200« Anchored Segond Channel, Lsplritu Santo.
2000« Ditto.

Distence made good, mnoon to arrival 135 miles.

6) 0830 Arrived off Fogaclo lsland, Espiritu Santo, lew Hebrides,s
UesSe8s VIREO ocuame alongside and relicved us of tow, PAD barfo
number €, FProceeded Anto Segond Channel and at 0926 moored alcngslde
8¢5, OLIVER WENDELL MOLMES. Other ships presenty U,S8.S8. CURTISS,
( COMAIRSOPAC, Se0ePihe ), MAGKINAC, MC FARLAND, CHESTER,
MINNEAPOLIS, HULL, MONSSEN, MC CALLA, NEREDITE, MANLEY, CAMILE
DREESE, TRACY, SOUTHARD, ZANE, IOVEY, TREVER, UOPKINS, HERCULES,
ALHENA, RANEAKEE, VERBO, NAVAJO, and various unidentified merchant
vossels. 1300 Ommn& loading cargo for BASE CACTUS.

(f) Recelved Comfiaskfor 62's dispa 082214 Octover detelling
tagk unit O02e4e5,'s oporation p for CACTUS.
i |

|
(8) Fo remaris,

) Joso »
ﬁ U.S.Navy, ﬁ
/ NGe



(a)
(b)
{e)
(a)

(o)

and

(1)
(g)

SECRET

Task Unit 624400
Samo as before.
Hone.

Position:

U.5.,8. ALCEIEA
October 11,1942,

Ancheored in Segond Channel, nepiritu Santo.

1132 Dropped anchors, 1157 S.S8. OLIVER WENDELL HOEMES castoff
stood away. Continusd loading general cargo.

lio remnarks.

No remarks.

J:.85. Presman
Commander, U.3,Nevy,
Commanding.

7




SECRET x

U. 8.5 ALCHIDA ; "
Oc tober ,‘I? 1942 '.
/

(a) Task Unit €2,4,5.
(b) &Same as Lefore.
(¢) DNone,

(&) Fosltions:

02800~ Anchored In Segond Channel, Espiritu Santo.
1200~ Ditto.
2000~ 14~5845 South Lab, 167«l4 fact Long.

(¢) Completod loading 113-0.1 3}1248 Ungggway in ocmpen wit;x Task Unit
: e DA UpSaele VIREO, with MERED as escort, ormed

ggﬁlfm;*' 33139. on"’AE, UeSe8,s ::h?ﬁ'L:DITH ahead ap enti-submarine essort
PELLATRIX towing PAB 4 barge as gulde, ALCHIBA 1000 yards abeam to

port towlng "AR 6 bLarge, JAMESTOWN 2000 yards ebeam to vort of PAB 6,
and VIREC 2000 yards abeam to starboard PAl 4. :

(f) Rececived Comtaskunit 82.4,.5's ovement Order 2«42 of October 12.
(g) No remaris,

Counaar zd.ing.

|
|
Jede Froeman
Commander, U,5.Navy, ﬁ



SECRET

U:;8.8+ ALCHIBA
October 133 1048,

(a) Task Unit 624445
(b) Same as before.
(¢) None
(D) Prositions:
0800~ 14«06 South Lat, l1l66-281 East Long.
18200« 14-01 166«16,56
2000« 13«07 16517
Distance from deprarture to noon, 124 miles.

(e) 0285 Parted towline to PAB 6 barge. Manesuvered on various courses
and at various speeds to take barge in tow, 0550 Sighted two bombera

(Bl7s) bearing 310 degrees, 0635 Sighted three unidentified ships bearing

340 degrees and at 0637 sighted patrol platie(PBY) flylng over t in
circles, 0718 Sighted two unidentified ships bearing degrees. 0809
VIREG cast off and stood mway, after having made barge fast slde
at 0760, 1016 Streamed harge, towline fouled, 1041 VIREO alongside to
clear towline., 1201 Towline ciomd. A1CHIBA t un and commended

+ Task unit resumed convoy cruis disgosition "A", 1409 JAMESTOWN

od submarine by sonie contact and three depth ¢ s 8
miles from this ships position bearing 170 degrees. Position at 1515
Latitude 13«4C Sou Longltudel65«57 East,
(f) No remarks.

(g) No remarks.

J.S.Mu il ﬁ
» UsSellW
ml Vi




(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

(e)
LAS,

SECRET

USS ALUHIBA
October 14,1942,

Task Unit G2.4.5 .
Comtaskunit 62,4.,5 'e Operation Order 2-42 of October 12,

None.

Positions:
0800= lle45 South Lat. 163-52 East Long.
1200= ll-l2 16324
2000* 10«30 162-49

Distance and course made good, 236 miles, 315 degrees.

1605 8Sighted end challenged destroyer, identliflied as U,8,8, NICHO»
1626 NICHOLAS joined task unit as anti submarine escort. 1700

Received guard mall from NICHOLAS (see f). 1848 At 10-21,5 South Latitude
162«41.0 East Longitude, reversed course pursuant to Comtaskfor 6R2's
dispatch 140045 October, to COMtask unit €2.4.5,

(r)

Received Comtaskfor 62's secret letters of October 14, serilal

numbers 00282, and 00283 in guard mall from U.S8,8, NICHOLAS,

Recelved at 1845 Cumtaskunita 628.,4.5.'s visual orders to reverss

course.

(g)

No remarks.

JeSeFreeman
Cmd.r. U8 .nvy.
Commanding.

38




Us848+ ALCHIBA
October 15,1948,

(I) Task Unit 62.‘.5‘
(b) Same as before.
(¢) Seme as before.

(d) Poattionalll_ao e
Sou at. 163-52 Long
0888= 12-25 164-12 .
2000« 13«51.5 16317

Distance made good noon to noon, 219 miles.

(e) 0610 U.S8,S. VIREO came alongside the BELLATRIX and relieved her
of PAB barge #4. 0650 VIREO with barge in tow und with MEREDITH as
escortdeparted on course 320° toward RINGBOLT. 0716 NICHOLAS opened
fire on plune not visible from this ship, and ceased at 0718. 0800
Sighted p lane bearing 1400, identiflied as friendly, 0922 *ighted
W bn.ﬂ.nf 310°, identified as friendly. 0948 Sighted plane bearing
e 0080 Flane id not ¥y to challenge. Went to General Quarters.
Commenced ﬁ.r!.nf. Plane re d on course 0600, It eppeared tobe
Japanese Zero with twim floats. 1324 Slipped towline on Barge PAB 6
in position 12«37 South Latitude, 164-07 East Longitude, pursumt to
visual orders of CoMtaskunit 62,4.,5. 1633 Sighted four Japanese dive
bombers. Went to General Quapters. 1634 Commenced firing. One bomb
exploded off port bow of ALCHIBA and another off starboard quarter,
No damage to ship. 1638 Ceased firing.

(f) Recelved visual orders from CTU 62.4.56. to cast PAB barge #6
adrift,

(g) No remarks, Action report attached,

J«S.Freeman
Commander, U.S,NAVY, %
Conmanding.

B9



SECRET

UsSeS. ALCHIEA
October 16, 1942,

(a) Task Unit 6B.445.
(b) Comtaskunit 62,4.5.'s Operation Order 2-42 of October 12,1042,
(e) Modiflied by Comtaskfor 62's dispabeh 140045 October.
(d) Positions:
0800« 15«46 South Lat, 16456 East Long.
12000 15-58 165=48
2000~ 1719 166-04

Distance made good noon teo noon, 322 miles.

(e) 1126 U.8,8, JAMESTOWN reported sonic contact with submarine, Taanit
at 1142 dropped depth charges bearing 006 degrees True distant 6 miles
from this vessels Cargo ships maneuvered radically and started zi
:ngg::i;. At 1147 JAMESTOWHN dropped more charges and reported sighting
sul « At 1210 NICHOLAS reported sighting submarine and dpopped
depth charges, bearing 130 degrees True, distant 1200 yards from
ALCHIBA, and quite close t 0 BELLATRIX. JAMESTOWN AND NICHOLAS made
extenslive hunt for submarines and dropped depth charges, 1353 NICHOLAS
returned to fommation, and at 1610 JAMESTOWN did the same. 2300
Received visual orders to change course and proceed to Putton, pursuant
to €TP' 628's 161102 October.

(f) Received visual orders from Comtaskunit 62,4.,5 to reverse course
toward Button; Comtaskfor €2's 161102 dispatch orders to Bellatrix
and units in cogpany teo proceed to Button And await further orders.

(g) No remarks,

J. 8, Freeman
Commander, U.8,Navy, éi%yf
Commanding.




UeSeSe ALCHIBA
October 17,1048.

(I) Task Unit 68.4.5.
(b) Commandér TRsk Uhit 62,4.8. 's Operation Order 2«42 of October 12,
(¢) As modified by Comtaskfor 62's dispatch 161102 October.
(d) Positions:

0800« 16«01 South Lat. 166«5Q East Longe

1200« Maneuvering to enter Segond Channel,

2000« Anchored in Segond Chafinel.

Distance made good noon to noon, B84 miles.

(e) 1230 Anchored in Segond Channel, Espiritu Sento Ialand, New Hebrildes.
Other ships present; U.S.5. CURTISS (COMAIRSOPAC Senior Officer Preserb
Afloat ), MANLEY, LACKAWANNA, KANKAKEE, SOUTHARD, and several unident=
ified vessels.
(f) No remarks,.

(g) No remarks,

Je8 Frooman,
Commander, U.S.Navy, %
Conmandinge




(a)
(9
(e)
(a)
(e)

(r)

(g)

SECRET
UsSeSe ALCHIBA
October 18’ 1942,
Task Unit 62.,4.5.
Same a&s Lelore.
Hone,
Poaitionp:
Anchored in Segond Channel, Espiritu Santec, N.H,

Yo romarko.
No remarks,

No remprks.

JeS.Freoeman
Commander, U.S.Navy, éfr

Commanding.



SECRET

U.S.8. ALCHIBA
Octobex 10,1042,

(l’ Tagk Unlt 62.4.5.

(b) Same asz before,

(e) lione.

(d) rosition:

Anchored in Segond Channel, Hspiritu ‘intunﬂ.n.

(e) 125¢ Get underway to shift berth and at 1556 moered to KANKAKEE.
At 1543 cast off and stood away having completed fueling. 1588
Anchored in Segond Channel,BEspliritu Santo.

(f£) No remeris,

€&) Yo yeumarks,

-

J.2eFroeman
Commender, U.d.Havy,
Cormandlig.



(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)
(r)
(g)

Task Tnit CRedebe
Same as before.
Same as befove.

Position:

SECRET

UsS.S. ALCHIBA
October 20,1942,

Anchored in Segond Channel.

No remarks.
No remarks.
No remerks.

J.3.Freeman,
Commander, U.S.Navy,

Commanding.

2



(a)
(b)
(e)
{d)

(o)
(r)
ig)

SECRET
Octobungi, 104z,
Task Unit 824445,
Same as befores
Same as before.
Positlion:
Anchored in Segond Chammel, Espiritu Santo, Island.
No remarks.
No remarks.
Ho remarks,

gm U.S.Navyy g(/

g5



(a)
(b)
(o)
(a)

(o)

(£)
(g)

UsSe8s ALCHIBA
October 88' 1048,

Task Unit 624445«
Same as Pefore.
Same as before.
Positions:
Anchored in Segond Channel, Es piritu Santo Island, N.H.
w Got underway to shift berth and anchored in new berth at

No remerlcs,
Ho remmaks.

Jcemmd'&m:.nms.nw. é/



(a)
()
(e)
(49

(e)
(£)
(g)

SECRET

UsSe8e ALDHIDA
October 25,1942,

Task Unlt 68,445

Sane as befpref

Same as before.

Pesition:

Anchored in Segond Chamnel, Espiritu Santo Island, N,.H,

Ho remarks,

No remorikse

lio remarks.

Je«SeFroeman
Commander, .U.s.lavy, é%



SECRET

UsSeS¢ ALCHIBA
October 24,1042.

(a) Task Unit 6244.3. Cominron 2 in U.S.8. HOPKINS Comtaslumit,
UeS8e8. ALCHIBA, with U,8.5. HOPKINS and SOUTHARD as escort.

(b) Comtaskfor 68's dispatch 231220 October.
(e) [Modified by Comtaskfor 68's dispatch 232205 October,
(&) Positions

Anchored in Segond Chamnel, Espiritu Santo, N.IH.

(e) 1630 Unde to shift berth and at 16562 anchored in new berth,
1855 Commenced loading emmmition for Cactuss

(f) Recelved Com or 6R's disgpatches 231220 and 232206 directing
the formation of Task t 6244¢3p 08 described in (a) above, Alchiba
to progeed under escort to Cactus end unload. 232200 Directs the loading
of meximun amount of smmunition precticable with the Alchiba deperting

for Cactus earlliest daylight 256th October.

(@) No remarks,

J. S.mm = ’ .
Cormander, 0. S.Navy, ZJ
Commanding

78




\.
\
SECRET \

UeSeSe AIC
October 25,1942,
\
(a) Task Unit 62.4.3/ ’

(b) B8ame as before.

(0) None. \\
(4d) Positionssg \
0800« 15-50 8outh Lat, 166-52 East Longe
1200~ 15-28 166-08
2000~ 15-14 164-45

Distance made good departure to noon, 89 miles. \

(e) OB40 Completed loading emmunision cargo., 0438 OCGot under)
Segond Channel,Espiritu Santo,N.H. 0837 Assumfgeruising forma

wlth ALCHIBA as gulde, and HOPEKINS abeam to port , SOUTHARD ale to
etarboard, distant 1500 yardse 1615 Changed course to westward
accordance with visual orders from CTU 62.,4.3. &t 14«50 South La
165«-28 East Longitude.

(f) Received Comtaskfor 68's dlspateh 250824 October directing this

task unit to preceed west and remain south of latitude 15 and east of
longitude 160, Our aircraft code reports indicated heavy enemy ph.‘lp

comcentrations in the vicinlty of Cuadalcanale .

(g) No remarks,

Je«8,.Freeman
Oommdor. U.8.Navy, @/
Commandihg

7%



(a)
(b)
(e)
(4)

(o)

SECRET

U.8.8, ALCHIBA
October 26,1642,

Tagk Unlt 62.,4.3.
Comtaskfor 62's Dispatmch 231220 October.
Modified by Comtaskfor 62's dispatches 250824 and 2851015 October.
Fositlions:
0800= 15«48 South Lat, 162-Z4¢ East Longe

2200~ 15«26 161-31
2000~ 15-37 162-17

Distance made good noon to noon, 3235 miles.

0509 ¢ ed course to 310 degrees True to proceed toward

rendezvousy positioh 16«14 South Latitude, 162-57 East Longitude,
at time cf change. Maneuvered on various courses to remain £in
rendezvous area.

(r)

N
N

0509 Received vsual orders from CTU 624443, to chenge course

in accordance with Cogtaskfor €62's dlspateh 26101F October and procedd
to position 15«30 South latithde 161-30 East Longitude, to combine
there with Task Unit 62.4.5. under the commnl of CTU 62.,4.5 and to
remaln in the area bounded by Latlitude 15 to 16 Longitude 160 to 163.

2100 Recelved Comtaskfor 62's dispatch 260725 October directing

task units 6244.3 and 62,4,5 to rendegzvous at point Queen with the
MAJAEA 16 South Latitude 165-40 East Longitude at 1600 lLove October

27th.

At which point &he BELLATRIX was to proceed 1ndependently to

ROSEE and Cominron 2 was desl ted CTU 62,4.3 to go to CACTUS with
the task unit composed as follows: ALCHIBA, MAJABA, WOODWORTH, HOPKINS,
and SOUTHARD, to arrive at CACTUS 0530 Love October 30th. '

(g)

No remarks.

JAMES S, Freemsn
Commander, U,S8,Navy,
Commanding .




SECRET

TU.85.8., ALCHIBA
octo".r 2'7, 19048.

(a) Task Unit 62.4.3 plus U,3,8, WOODWORTH.
(b) Same as Defore.

(c¢) Seame as before.

(d) rositionas:

0800« 15«37 South Lat. 164«34 East Longe
1200~ 15«65 184=36
2000~ 15-46 165-46

Distance made good noon to ncon, 302 miles,.

(e) High wind, heavy rain and soas, which prevented any celestial
obvservations and accurate positionfindng continued throughout day.
Task unit unable to rendezvous with MAJABA. 1317 Challenged by

two ships bearing 290 degrees, i1dentified as friendly. 1537 Ships
determinsed to be the U.8,8., "ELLATRIX and WOODWORTII. 17568 PELLATRIX
proceeded alone on mission assigned, 1810 WOODWO'UTH joined Tamk Unit
68e4¢3 as antl subtmarine escort and took station ahead.

tf) No m:“kﬂ.
(g) No remarkse

J+8,Freeman 7
Commandez, U.S.Navy, /ij
Commanding.




SECRET

U.5.8S, ALCHIEBA
October 28,194E.

(a) Task Unit 624443,
(b) Same as before.
(c) BSame as before.
(d) Positionaj

0800- 15«42 South Lat, 165«30 East Long.
1200~ 15«56 165-59
2000« 15«01 1656-04

Distance made good noon to noon, 231 miles.

(e0 Heavy sea comtinued with rein squalls, 1243 Task Unit unable to
rendezvous with HAFADA, changed course and pmoooded toward CACTUS.
1480 Sighted four engined bomber (BL7) bearing Z50° identified as
friendly. Task Unit proceeded to Putton on orders from CTF 68,

(') CTU 624443 sent dilspatech 280100 October announec the dlecont-
Inuance of the search for the MAJARA, the acute fuel si tion and
that the task unilt was proceeding to CACTUS in accordance with orders.

Received CTF 62's 280350 October ordering the task unit to
proceed to BUTTON. :

Recelved CTF €2's 280545 October ordering the HOPKINS, SOUTHARD,
and WOODWORT! to fuel immediately upon arrival in BUTTON eu-li dayught
October 29th, The same day the task unit when ready for sea plus
MAJABA to proceed to CACTUS passing South and West of =AN CRISTOBJL
and through SEA LARK CHANNEL arriving CACTUS 0830 Love November 2nd,

(5) No remarks.

J .8, Freeman
gmndu-, U.S.Navy, Qf/

/0 2




SECRET
U.8.,8, ALCHIBA
Ochbober 29,1942,
(a) Task Unit 62.4.3.
(b) Comtaskfor 62's 28056545 October,
(e) None.
(d) Positions:
0800- Anchored in Segond Channel, Espiritu S@nto,N.H.
1200~ Ditto. '
2000= 15«37 South Lat, 166-34 East Long.
Distance made good noon to anchoring, 248 miles.
(e) 0734 Anchored in Segond Channel, Espiritu Santo, N.H., 1312 Got unier
way, escort having completed fueling , and _roceeded toward CACTUS. The
U.8.8, MAJABA Joined the Task Unit and took station akfern of the ALCHIBA,
formation guide.Crulsing dispostion otherwlae as before., 1338 Passed the
following vesseis entering Segond Channel: U.S8.S5., LAFFEY, SAN FRANCIECO,
HELENA, BUCHANAN, MC CALLA, WALEKE.
(f) No remarks,

(g) No remarks,

Je.3.Freeman,
Commander, U.S.Navy, @/
Commanding,

/03



(a)
(v)
(e)
(a)

(o)
(r)
(g)

SECRET

U.8.8. ALCHIBA
October 30,1942.

Task Unit 62.4.5/«

Same as before.

Hone.

Positionsy
0800« 14«07 South Lat, 165-14 East Longe.
1200~ 13«43 164-49
2000= 12«47 164-11

Distance made good from departure to nodn, 204 milec.
No remarks.
Yo remarks.

o remarkse.

‘J+8.Freeman
Commander, U.S.Navy, £
Commanding. :

P



SECRET

U.S.8. ALCHIBA
October 31, 1042.

(a) Task Unit 624443 .
(b) Same as before.
(¢) Hone.
(d) Positions:

0800~ 11«50 South Lat. 163-18,5 Bast Longe

1200~ 11-52 163=39

2000« 1115 163-31

Distance made good noon to nocn, 195 mlles.

(e) 0715 Sighted plane bearing 180 degrees, 0955 Sighted plane
bear 025 degrees, Both plunes appearéd to be large bombers
but did not approach close ehough to be ldentified,
() No remarks.

(g) No remarks,

J.8.Freeman g
Commander, U.S.Navy, ~ /
Commandihg.




U.S.8. ALCHIBA (AK23)

AX23/A16=3
Serinl:s 0010
October 20, 1942.

Froms Commanding Officer.
Te The Commander-in=Chief, U.0. Pacific Fleet.
Via : (1) Commander Task Unit 62.4.5 (Commanding Officer,
U.8.5. BELLATRIX),
52) Commander Transpert Yivisions, South Pacifie Force.
3) Commander Axphibicus ¥oree, South Pucific Foree.
(4) Communder South Pacific Force.
Subject: Aetion Report = Dive Bombing Atteck on Task Init 62.4.F%,
Reference: (a) U.8. Nevy Regulations, 1920, Articles 712, 874(6).
Enclosure: (A) Report of Executive Cfficer, U.0.5. AICHIBA.
1. In accordance with referonce (a), an action report covering

the dive bombing attack on Task Unit 62.4.5 on October 15, 1942, is cub-
mitted herewith.

2. At 1633 Zone (-) 11 time in Lat. 13."“‘ B.. Lﬁls. 1630'32'
E., this task unit wae attacked by Japanese zero {ighters dive bombing
on the vessels. Four planes were seen, two of whlch nttameked the ALCHIBA,
There may have been additional planes which were not ebserved.

The Task Unit Commander was in the BELLATRIX wuich wes formation
guide, the ALCHIBA in pesition one thousand yards on port beam of guide,
the NICHOLAS screening to sturbosrd and the JAMISTOWN screering to port.
Vessels were proceeding on course 2200 (true) at etandard speed of 14
knots.

Radar tearinge 2ignalled fron the U.8.8, NICHCLAZ throughout the
dany had indicated cornsiderable activity in the adr. Information indicated
presence of an ememy carrler within three hundred wiles to the northward.

Two planes were sighted at 1633 making a dive atteck on the BEIIA-
TRIX. At 1634 two plenes were seen diviag on thls vessel from dead ahead,
en plane was in its dive, the other appromching at about 5000 feet els~-
vation, position angle 359. The sum bore 240° (true) and rendered sighting
plenes difficult. Fire was opened on plenes with 3"/50 and 20mm. guns.
Manouvering the ship was not considered advisable.

s =+ =



AK23/A16-3
Serial: 0010
October 20, 1942.

At 1635 a bomb landed sbout fifteen feet off the port bow, the
water from the explosion deluging the forward part of the ship.

At 1636 a second bomb landed approximately thirty feet off the
starboard quarter.

Ndither of the near misses caused any personnel casualties or
apparent damage to the ship. One small (raguent of boub wes brought on
board by the water after the explosion of tie first bomb, The bombs were
estimated to be of 250 or 500 pounds. *he plenes did not strafe the ship
or pergonnel. HKxemination of vessel showed ne dama,¢ from eneuy asttack.

The volume of fire from the ship's juns was considerable and is
believed to have influenced the plune gunners in their fallure to fire.
The accuragy of the bousbers was al.cst too good. The failure of the boabs
to cause fragmentation damage to tbhe hull is not understcod. <The fact
that they struck near the bow and stern where structural strength is great-
ost is believed to amccount for the lack of structural damage. {

The 20mm guns on this vessel have no stops to control the arc of
fire. Contrel by tiue gunner during an action is not satiefectory. Slight
damage was done to0 the mainmast and rigging by ehip's own gun fire.

No definite damage Lo the planes was observed. The spged of the
target was estimated as 290 knots and the lead taken Ly the gunners was
ingufficient. One plane mppenred to woible badly passing over the ship,
but recovered and did not appesr sericusly damaged.

3. This was the first experience this vessel has had with
dive bombers and it was very valuable, The behavior of officers and crew
under fire wae splendid. There have boen few oppertunities fer any kind
of firing practice since guns were installed and, in my opinion, no ter-
got practice could appreach this experience im value. Vinor faults of
communication and prossdure appeared and steps heve been taken to correet
them insofar ms pructicable. " he urgent nsed for certain types of sargoe
in advanced baser noceuvpsatates carrying considerabls deeck load in this
type of vessel. In spite of eareful planning four stowage of sueh cargo,
considerable imdedmunce to [ree deck passage to battle, fire, and ebandon
ship stations exists on every voyage. Efferts to iuprove this situation
continue,




October 20, 1942.
Subject: Aotion Report - Dive Bombing Attsck on Task Unit 62.4.5.

A, Chronological llecord:

1625 Radar bearing of planes from U.5.5. NICHOLAS:
Bearing 3209, distance 25 miles.

1633 General Quarters.

1624 Commenced firing.

1635 Bomb neur miss on port bow.

1636 Bomb nesr mise on starbosrd quarter.

1638 cCeased firing.

Jo 50 melm-

Coples to:
Orig. & One

Copy
"

Cinepac.

C.T.U. 62.4.5
ComTransDiveSoPacior.
ComAmphFor SoPaecFor.
ComSolPac.

War Diary.

File.
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U.5.8. ALCHIBA (AK23)

AK23/A16=3
October 17, 1942,

SECRET
Froms: The Executive Officer.
To 1 The Commanding Officer.
Subject: Enemy Action, October 15, 19423 Report of.
Reference: (e) U.S. Navy Reguletions, 1920, Article 948.

) 18 Vhen Uenerel Quarters was sounded at 1633, October 15,

1942, I was in the Cormunication Office and went to =y room for my
equipment = binocculars, pistol; ete. On my return to the lower bridge,
action had been gtarted.

26 While receiving reports from ship control stoticns (LJV
eircuit), a bomb exploded about 10 Fuwh shanr &f Part sew shresst, o
slightly ahead, or /2 three-inch Sam, dalug'ng tos Fermmmetin, tos gon
pletform and the main deck aft as far an ™5 Fobed Sl mater, Ny W ise
phone the Engine Room was directed 45 jufd sstilon on Forwmed Slige
system. Refore this directive wre suhsue s & spaend Senk sapladed
eloss to the starboard quarter, digss«t an B fenr, Tie Bngline esae
was directed to put psuction on dreipscs systas At i d ws L s
alley. Both repair parties were dirsebad 44 s und ail uz. I mabately.
At this timeé, a boab explosion was wulbesd sbeud 10 Fund fiwm whars
board guarter of the NICHOLAS.

3. The Engineor Officer, wfter parsssal Lssgwgtler, reparted
no dasage or water !.Tdiataly visihde In eltiartte stalt allay ar L
engine room bilges. “he First Liouhsmsst rejpertad »0lge ssundings »s
normal. The Chief Boatswain's “ats reperted Fossreal Matamsin‘e stars-
rooms and chain lockers as normal. Slasriag-s, i raee o onlitbans
were reported as normal.

4, While waiting for ths whers rerovia, © Fulloed Ve
action againet one plane heading nurdbmast, 7 st sert Jarar
astern of BELLATRIX, until "cense [fire™ wes sedersd, wiis & sesand )l
disappearing further to the northwerd, “lass [ Lasss sers ot Lon grest
a distance and moving too fast 1o geters se sesursialy thalr Yuow, seset
in a general way - low wing monopluss, Sasesnd » wits rendad sods,
and a decided dihedraly no wheels or pontoons visible. They appeared
siwilar to the planes making the high altitude attseck on the shipe at
CACTUS, August 7, 1942.



U.5.8. ALCHIBA (AK23)

AX23/A26-3
October 17, 1942.

8 -
Subject: Tnemy Action, Cetober 15, 1942; Report of.

5 Further bilge soundings an hour af'tor "soecure" ghowed
normgl conditions,

6. Ne special mention of persornnel is submitied.

Ho Rc SE;AF'

Cemmander, U.2. Navy.
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U. S. S. ALCHIBA (AK23)

SECRET

W'R  DIARY

From November 11,1042

- 44359

to November 30, 1842,

86141




SECRET

UeSeSe ALCHIBA
November 11,1942,

(a) Task Unit 62,443
(b) Same as before.
(¢) Nonee

(d) Fositillons:

0800- 09-46 South Lat, 162-52 East Long.
1200« 09«36 162«33
2000« 09=47 161-29

Dlstanne made good noon to noon, 191 mlles.

(e) Weather cloudy with frequent raln sgqualls. 0948& U.S5.S5. JOPKINS
Cawe up astern and dellverdd guard mall.

secret
(f, Recelved the following/mailgrams from Cogitaskunit 62.4.3;
310500 liovamber-= Alchiba to make arrival report for tusk unit,
310506 liovember- Reports on progress in unloading cargs at Cactus,
310520 Jovember- Instructions for entmance of task unit Into
Cabtus area and communication information.

(g) No remarks.

J.Se.Freenan
Commander, U.8 .Navy, éﬁ?/?
Commandimg .



SLCRET

U.S.S. ALCHIBA
Nevencer £, 1242

(a) Task Unit 62443

(b) Same as before

(¢) nodified by CTU 644.3's mallpram 310520 November.
(d) Positionss

0300 Anchiored east of Lunga Point, CGuadalcanal Island,
Sclomons,

1200 Ditteo

2000 09-21,0 South Lat. 1C0-44,0 Last Longe

Diztance made good noon to anchoring, 94 miles,

(e) OC25 Anchored eaat of Lunga Point, CGuadalcenal Island,
Solomons., Comnsnced dlscharpglig corgo acd dlsewbarking Marine
mits, U,.8,0, FULLER ALSO presoul eansajed 1o same operatlons.
U754 UeS.3,. SHAYW and CONYINGHAl co.aencsd shelling enemy shore
posltions to the westward, 1040 gol uanderway because of alr rald
alarm, !Maneuvered on zigezas coursss. 1150 anchored In lormer
position upon receiving all clear. 1285 slphted U.,8.5. OVBANKON
y GSBLLATRIX towlny Varge, and BOBOLINK approachliye RINGBOLT
Learlng 003 degyrecss 1607 gol underway and [ormwed coluwn with
[[OPKINS as gulde, then WOODWORTH, the ALCHIBA; SHAW and
CONYNGHAM underway al same tlme,

1725 CELLATRIX wilth O'DANLON as escort unde .ay svanding
out of RINGBOLTes 2108 changed course toward BUTTON follocwlng
motions of guldes

(f) Received COMTASKFOR 62's dispatch 020805 liovember to CITU
62+44¢3 ordering t ask unit to retire at best speed toward
BUTTON«

() Vo remarks.

Je S. FREEMAN
Comnander, U.a. Navy, 5,'2/
Comnandinge. '




SECRET

U.S.S¢ ALCHIBA
November 33,1042,

(2) Task Unit 62.4.3

(b) Same as befcre.

(¢) Modifiod byCTP €2's dlspetch 021335 Novewmber.
(d) Pesltionas:

0800- 10-03 South Late 161-02 East Longe.
12C0~ CO=20,5 160=35
2CCC-~ 09-1C 160=46

Distance mudoe pood depsrturs Czctus to noon , 282 miles.

(e) O0OZ32 Reoveraed course wild lweaded Loward Cacbus ( Lat, 1l-01
South, Long 161-30 Last ). 0520 Blghied cargo shlp and one
destroyor cscort beabing 329 True, 1dentilfied es U.8.8. BELLATRIX
aidd O'RATNICH. 0603 8lghted 5 ships ldentilled as friendly war
vesgsels, 0920 IELLATRIX aud QO'DANNON reversed course and procesded
apprexinatély cn L60 True. 0000 UBLLATRIA and O'RBANNON passed

this tslh unit on cpjeaite paralddl) courses ., 0950 HeLLATRIX end
Q'BALNCIE changed course and fell In with this tesk unit, 1402
/mehored cast of Lunga Point, Cundalcanal Island, Solomong, &1
conuienced discharging cargo., Intermittent bombing and strafing

by our plancs on enemy positions in coconut groves on koli Point
throughout afterncoon and evening. 1610 Coased all dischapging
because all avallable boats were belng loaded with tiroops to

proceed against enemy poslitione on Koll Point, 1C566 Cot underway
in colum formation, HOPKINS (guide), WOODWORTH, and ALCHIBA.
lianeuvered on variocus courses Jduring night in INDESPENSATLE STRAIT.

MAJADA continued to unlead 1in TULAGI area, SOULIIARD cdetached
from thls task unit and sent to assistance of CONYNGHAM in
accordance with CTF 62's dlspatch 022341, at 1315.

(f) Recelved Comtadkfor 62's dispatch 021335 November ordering
this task unit to return to CACTUS after dayllght and resume
unloading.

Recelvid Combaskior 62's dispatch @3@258November ordering
the ALCHIBAAX to tow PAR barge #4 to BUTTON upon departupve.

\' No remarks,

J«8.Freeman _
Cormander, U.S.Navy, ég;é7
Commanding.



Secret

UeS.8¢ ALCHIEA
llovember 4’1942 .

(a) Task Unit 62.4.35 .

(b) BSame as before.

() Modified by Comadnavbase Cectus's dispatch 030905 liovember.
(d) Frositlons:

0800~ Anchored Tulagl Hapbor, Solomons. (Rincbolt)
200~ Ditto,

Distance rade good departure Cuctus to arrival Ringoolg, 148 miles.

(e) 0405 =ichted alx warandops, ldeantified as frisndly besring 13X True
distont 1.5 mlles. 0830 sLipghted thwee trans orts and two destroyers(US)
1n Aola Zay, beapring 160 Irue distant 8 miles. 0546 One crulsuvr and
three destroyers fired avout thirt; rounds at unidentifled alrcraflt
bearinz 140 True, plane later ldentifled as frlendly, 0603 Rignted

ship Lsarincs %11, True dlatant fifteen miies., 0605 Slphted two “esbtroyers
veainc 253 True digtant elicht milea. 0630 Sichted (S ransports

1 crulser and 4 deatroyers of{ Lunge Polnt . 07656 Anchored in ™ilagi
Harbor, Solomons. U.S5.38. BEILATRIX and MAJABA ovresent. HOPKINS and
WOUDWORTH also anchored. 0810 Comaonded discharging cargo. 1146

Alr rald warning, no planes sighted, 1510 PELLATRIX underway and

stood out. 1714 Cot underway anl st cd cut. 22831 Sighted lour

white flarea on b each bearing 080 True dilstant 4 miles, 2311 Sighted

4 ships bearing 240 True distant 5 miles,

(f) Recelved Comadnavbase Cactus! 030005 November directing the
ALCHIPA to unload at Tulagi.

(g) Yo remarks.
Jo s.Frﬁem

Comanaing, o 68



Y
sl fias

UeSeSe ALCFIEA
Lovambar JO,.1342.

(a) Task Unit 62.4.3.

(b) Same as beforece

(o) lModified by Comadngwbase C,ctus' 040352 lovember,and 042244.
(a) Fositlons;

0800--anchored in Tulagl Harbor, Solomons.
1200~ Staading out of Tulagl Huardbod,
2000~ 09- 16 Soabli Late 100-40 Zast Longs.

Distance made good departure to crrival, 108 miles,

(e) 0141 8ighted colum of 4 ships crossing ahsad starboard to port
identifdec ae Irlendlys 0750 JAnchored In Tulazl Harbor,s 0760
Comnenced dischurglng cargo. 1050 Alirt rald warning. 1105 Got udere-
way «nd stcod cut, upon recelpt of orders from Coméxnavbasa cgetus
042244, 11385 Taree transports and one crulser und fiaven destioyers
etanding out,across towvard Tulagi,lrom Castus. Nadlo waralng of

enelny plancs in areas TWwo groups of our fighter planes overhead,
gebout clight plianes 1In e.che Weneuvored on varioua courses north
cast of “uadalcanal Island, 1ina anti submarine formation with

HOPIINS on the sturvoard bow and WOODWORTH on the port bowe 1328
resuncd eregular column formatlion.

(f) nNecelved Comadnavbase CiActus'! 040302 dlspatch directing the
ALCHIBA T eontiénte unloading at TULACI on the fifth; 042244 directing
the A CIIIBA and escort to depart at oince and head eastward atag}nk
a8 close to shore as posslble, and to return to CACTUS the sixith;
042131 dlrecting the ALCHIEA and MAJABA to complete unloadiong at
CACTUS on the salxth,

Received Comtaskfor €2' dispatch 042344 ordering the task unit
to return to RUTTON upon complebion of unloading, to the north of
SAN CRISTOBAL, and in case the A CHIDA and HOPKINS depart prior to
g204MA§ABA and WOODWORTH the latter two are designatod as Tgsk Tnilt

47/

(g) No rana;ks.

JeS.Freoman 7~
cm:dﬂr; UeSe IfaV’Y’ K/
Comuandinge ”



SECRET

UsSe8e¢ ALCHIBA
llovember 6,1942

(a) Task Unit 62.443.

(b) Same as before.

(c¢) Modifled by Comtas!:for 62's dispatch 042344.
(d) Fositions:

0800« tdnchored off Lunga !oint, Cuadalcanal lsland.
1200"‘ D’- t ‘vo .
2000~ 00«19 South Lat. 160=-24.5 Bast Longe

Distance made good departure te arrivel, 184 miles.

(e) 0724 Ancrored east of Lunga roint, Guadalamnal -~aluad,
MATARPA  anchored nearby. 0735 Commenced dischiarlag cargo.
1602 Completed dischergin carge. BOBOLINK brought PAN har
ﬂi‘; sloncnride rnd made it juct. 1630 MHAJADA and WOODWORTH
wdoerway ana heading towerd TULAGIL., 17285 DPODOLINK cast off
gnd steod gwaye 1789 Cot widerway and streamed barge actem.
HAPEINE took statlon ahead = antl submarine screen, as unit
proceeded toward BUTYTON. 2028, Bilghted whilite flare (para-
chute) bheearing 275 True.

() Recelved CTU'82.4+3's dispatches 060200;which requested
tug to meet ALCHIBA off entrsnce to BUTTON lo relleve her of
barge upon her arrival daylight the tenth, and reported the
leparture of the .Lask tmit to Comtaskfor G2} 0€010C which
deslgnated the MAJABA and the WOODWORTH as Task Unit 62.4.7,
and upon the corpletion of the unlouding of the MAJAIA the
unit 1s to proceed to UTTON by a route nort and east of
San Crlstobal.

(g) Do remarks,

JeSsFreaman
Commander, U.S.Navy, g};f
Commanding,



SECRET
U.S Y .'"3 * IPIIIC]H BA
November 77,1042,
(a) Task Unit 62,4.3 less WOODWORTI and MAJATA.
(b) Same as before.
(¢) Same as before.
(d) Positions:
0800~ 10-05 ~outh Lat. 162-17 East Long.
1200~ 10-29 162-456
2000« 1l1l-23 163=33

Distance made good departure to noon, 180 miles.

() 0802 Sighted six planes bearing 072°. 0825 Sighted one
plane bearing 245 . 1144 Sighted bhree planes bearing 020°

All planes identified as friendly. 1743 Sighted two ships
bear 120°, Identified as the U.S.S. MANLEY and MC KEAN,
and 1809 passed abeam on o poslte course distgnt two miles.

" Heavy scas and raln necesslitated slowlng speed during
aye

(f) No remarks.
(g) Nc remarks,
J.SFreeman

Commander, U.S,Navy, <./
Commanding., '



(a)

(w)
()

(o)
(r)
(g)

SECRET
UeSeSe ALCHIBA
November 8,1042.
Taslk Unit 62.4.3.
Same as before.
Same as before.
Positions:
0800~ 1l2-45 South Lat. 164-l7 East Long.
1200~ 13=08 164-25
2000« 13«49 165«~11
Distance made good noon to noon, 200 miles.
No remarkse

No remarks.

No remarks.

-

J.8.Freeman £ of

Commander, U.S.Navy, VY
Commanding .




SECRET

UsSe8. ALCHIDA
November 9,1042.

(a) Task Unit 62.4.3.
(b) Same as before.
(¢) Same as before.

(d) Positions:

0800« 14=39 South Lat, 1l66-43 East Long.
1200~ 15«07 167=154,5
2000~ Anchored in Segond Channel.

(e) 1045 Silghted plane bearing 010 True, ldentified as friendly.
1155 Sighted eight slhips, one crulser (ATLANTA ), four destroyers,
one transport, and two cargo ships, bearing 1556 True, ldentified as
friendly, which passed abeam headed on opposite course at 1235.
Numerous fricndly planes sighted.during day. 1420 ALCHIBA comienced
maneuvering indopondentlilbo stream barge at short s tay preparatory
to entering chamnel. MEADE and KOPARA standing out. 1818
Anchored in SEGOND Channel, ESPIRITU S/ NTO, NEW nz.anmns. 1840
ROSEWOOD alongside to relleve ALCHIBA of PAR barge #4. Other ships
presefit : U,S8,5. CURTISS ( S.0.P.A. Comairsopac HUNTER LIGBETT,
BARNETT, HEYWOOD, FULLER, NEVILLE, FOMALHAUT, ALDEBARAM, GUADALUFE,
LACKAWANNA, TANGIER, MACKINAC, WOODWORTII, CONYNGIAM, LANSDOWNE,
GAMDLE, MANLEY, and MCKEAN,

(#) 1llo remaris.
(g) No remmrks,

J«S,"reeman

Command Ue SN »
o or, avy éﬁ@/?

Co

/0.

AL B S



SECRET
UeS.8. ALCHIBA
Novumber 10. 1942,

(a) Task Unit 62.1.5. Commander Task Unit 1s Commander Transport
Groups Amphibious Force South Pacific, in U.S.S. HUNTER LIGGETT:
NEVILLE, BARNETT, FULLER, and ALCHIBA, escort HOFKINS, MANLEY and
MC KEAN.

(b) Comtaskunit 62.1l.5 Operation Order 8-42 of November 10,a942.
(e¢) DNone.
(d) rositions:

Anchored in Segond Channel, Espiritu Santo, E.H.

(e) 1501 TUnder way to shlft berths and andhored at 1631.
Received provisions and supplies from ALDEFARAN.

(f) Received Comtaskunit 62,1.5 's Oporder B-42 of NOVEMBER 10,1942,

which ordered the task unit to proceed to WHITE POPPY and gave the
routing and convoy instructions/.

(g) No remarks.

[ S.Freeman,
Commander, U,S.lavy, "éyﬂ
Commanding. éf

/7



Sedret

U.S.S., ALCHIEA
November 11,1942,

(a) Task Unit 62,1.5.
(b) Same as before.
(¢) None.

(d) Positions:

0800« Anchored in Segond Channel, Espiritu Santo.
1200~ 15«49 South Lat. 167-26 East Long.
2000~ 17=-18 167-33

Distance made good departure to noon, 17 miles.

(e) 0938 Got underwa{ in company with task unit. 1042 Formed
crulsing disposition 1. 8Section 1 on right, BARNETT, Secticn 8,
HUNTER LIGGETT (guide),FULLER incenter, Section 3, NEVILLE,
ALCHIBA on left, 1000 yards interval between sections, 600 yards
distgnce betwecn ships., HOPKINS, MANLEY and MC KEAN . ahead as
antl-submarine screen. 1315 Sighted 2 destroyers, 1 aircraft
carrler, and ohne transport bLearing 125 True, distant five mlles,
ldentified as frlendly. 1540 3Sighted one plane baaring 160 True
identified as friendly.

(f) No remarks.

(g) No remarks.

J.8.Freeman
Commander, U,S.Navy, é,(/
Commanding. 3

/R



(a)
(v)
(e)
(d)

(o)
(f)
(g)

SECRET
U.S.S. ALCHIDBA
November 12,1942.
Task “nit 62.1.5.

Same as before.

None.

Posltions:
0800~ 19«50 South Lat. 168«00 East Longe
1200~ 20«39 168=09
2000= 22«19 168«09

Distance made good ncon to noon, 319 miles.
1136 Fired surprise anti-aireraft target practise.
No remarkse.

No remarks.

J.S.Freeman

Commander, U,S.lavy /
Gommandiné. ’éié/ﬂ

/3




SECRET

U.8.8., ALCHIBA
November 13,1942,

(a) Task Unit 62.1.5.
(b) Same as Lefore.
(¢) None.
(d) Positions:

0800 bhtoring Houmea, NeCe.

1200~ Anchored in Dumbea Zay, lNoumea, N.C,

2000- Ditto,

Distance made geod noon to arrival, 276 miles.

(e) 1130 4nchored in Dumbea Day, Noumea, New Caledonia, Other ships
present : ARGONNE ( Comsop&c S.0.Pe.A.), WHITMEY, PROMETHEUS, ANTARES,
KINMORE, ROCHAMBEAU, LASSEN, WILLIAM WARD BURROWS, SOLACE, RICEL,
STRATFORD, ARD II, H.M.Nl.Z.S. LEANDER, and variocus unidentified
merchant vessels, and small craft, Disembarked passongerse.

() Task Unit 624le5 dlssolved In accordance with Commander Tgsk Force
62's dispatch 060950 November.

(g) lNo remarks,

J.S.Freeman s
Commander,U,S.Navy, ZM/
Commanding. o7

A



(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(o)
(£)

(g)

SECRET
U.,S.S. ALCHIEA
November 14,1942,
Task Force 62.
Comtaskfor 62's dispatch 060950 of November,
None.
Positions
Anchored In Dumbea Bay, N.C.
No remarks.
Ho remarks.

No remarks.

J.S.Freeman 2
Commender, U,S,Navy, =
Coimending, 7

/8



(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
(£)
(g)

SECRET

U.5,8, ALUHIBA
November 15,1942,

Task Force 62.
Same as before.
lione.
Posltlion:

Anchored in Dumbea Fay, N.C.
No remarlks.
No remarks,
No remarks.

J.3.7reeman,

Commender, U,8,Navy,
Commanding,

Py

YA



SECRET

U.8.8, ALCHIBA
November 16,1042,

(a) Task Force 62,
(b) sSame as vefore.
(e) Dhone.
(d) Position:
aAnchored in Dumbea Bay, .C.

(e) 0600 Got underway and moored alongside S.S. ESSO RIGHMOND.
Upon completion fueling at 03941 stood mway and moored alongside

SS E.J.HENRY. Commenced loading avA&llon pas at 1045 and completed
loading at 2255,

(f) Recelved Comtaskfor 62's dispatch W06@61F November forming

Task Unit 62,4.,3 composed of BARNETT ( Captaln Balley Aa Comtaskunit)
ALCHIBA and three destroysrs tec Le d&slgnated by COUSOPAC. WwWhen
the unit 1s loaded and ready for sea it ls to proceed to CACTUS=-
RINGBOLT area and discharge cargec. ARCHEBA ordered to tow glat

top barge and unload #fniitially at RINGBOLT. MANLEY and MC KEAN

are orddred to report for duty as screeh upon thelr arrival.

Upon completion unloading tesik unit 1s to return to DRUTTON.

PYask unit will retire to RINGBOLT IF conditiona pemnilt, otl:erwise
it will retire to eastern slde of INDISPENABLE STRAIT, during nigh$
returning to unloading area by dawn the next day.

() DNoremarks.

J.S5.Freeman
Commander, U,S,lavy, Zﬁf¢
Commanding.

1e



SECRET

U.S.8. ALCHIBA
November 17,1942,

(a) Task unit 62.4.3. Commander THsk Unit Cyptain Balley in
BARNETT, ALCHIBA plus three unassigned destroyera.

(b) Comtaskfor 62's dispatch 160610 November.
(¢) lone.
(d) Positions:

0800~ Anchored in Dumbea Bgy, N.C.

1200~ MNocored alongside Grand Quay, Noumea, 17.C.
2000~ Ditto.

(e) 0529 Stood away from S.S. E.J.IENRY and moored alongslde the
8,5, JOHN BARRY. At 0700 commenced loading bombs . 0925 Completed
loeding, 0935 Stood away frog S.3, JOHN BARRY and moored alongside
GRAND QUAY, WNOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA, at 1024, 1300 Commenced loeding
Cargo.

(f) No remarks.

(g) No remurks.

J.S.Freeman,

Commander, U.S.lavy, 252/?
Commandihg.

/4.



(a)
(b)
(a)
(a)

(e)

(£)

(g

SECRET

UsS.S. ALCHIRBA
November 18,1942,
Task Unit G2.443.
Same &8 Lefores
Hone,
Position:
Voored alenpslde Grand Juay, Noumea, 1I.C,

Continued loading carpgo ( provisions, aviatlon pas, aidd
amunition for CACTUS=RINCEOLT).

No remarks,.

o romaprks,.

JeSeFreeman
Commander, U.S.llavy, éi%/p
Commanding.

/9.



(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

)
()

SECRET
U.S.8, ALCHIBA
November 19,1042,
Tasl Unlt 62.4.3.
Same as before.
lione.
Posltion:
lloored alengsdde Grand Quay, Noumea, N.C,.
Contliuued loadlng caxrgo.
No remarks,.

No renarko.

J.S.Freeman Byl
Commander,U,S.Navy, Lj#/
Commanding.

A0,




SLCRET

U.S,S, ALCHIBA
November 20,1942,

(a) Task Unit €2+¢4¢3.
(b) Same as Leforee.
(e¢) lione.

(d) Posltlons;

0800« loored alongside Grand Quay, lloumea, N.Ce.
1200« Ditio.
2000~ Anchored in Great Roud, licumea, N.U.

(e) 1805 Discontilnued loading cergo und got underway anchoring
in Great Road, loumea, N.,C, at 1902, 2000 Resumed loading.
2300 Completed loafiinge 2330 Fiut top barge made fast alongside.

(f) Recelved Comﬁuakunit 62e¢4¢3¢'s Operation Plan 2-42 of
lovember 20,1542,/ detalling orders contalned ln Comtaskforé2's .
dispatch 160610 ok liovenben,

\

(g) No remurks.!

f J«S8.Freeman
| Comnander,U.8,.!lavy, é/’
Conmaending.

P



SECRET
UsS+Se ALCHIBA
November 21,1942,

(a) Teask Vnlt 62.4.3,plus LAMSON,LARDNER,and HUGHES as escorts
(b) Comtaslkunit 62.4.3's Operation Plan 2«42 of liovember 20,
(e) lone,
(d) Positions:

0800= Underway leawlng liownea, N.C,

1200- 22«21 South Lat. 10556 East Longe.

2000= 21=42 lE4=47

Distance made good depurturs to noon, 34 miles.

(e) 0530 Got underway and stood outof harbor. 0724 Streemed
bu!'g,u astorne 0015 Asgsumed regular crulalng dilaspomition; ALCHIBA
btowlng flel Lop barge rulde, DARLLTT zluzanrg alicadyof ALCHUIRA,
three destroyers dlaposed alead as antl submarine scroen as
follows, LARDHER bto port, LAMSON uhead, and IUGHES to starboards
1837 ESCORT assumed special nlght antlegubmarine screen foermations
LARDNER one wllex astern of ALCHIDA end tow, LAMSOL ahead to port,
and HUCHES ahead to sturboard,
(f) No remarks,

() XNo remarks.

J.S.Freeman,
Commadder,U,S,Navy, M
ing.

L4




(a)
(b)
(e¢)
(a)

(a)

(r)
()

SECRET

Task Unlt €2.4.3.
Same ag before.
None.
Positions:
0800« 20«20 South Lat.

1200=- 18-51
2000= 18-45

U.S.S. ALCHIEBA
November 28,1942,

1l63=-23 East Long.,
162=58
162-11

Distsnce made good noon to noon, 227 miles, course, 312 True.

0600 Escort resumed regular crulsing dlspoziiion, lE30 kscort
assumed speclal night antl-submarine formation.

No remarks,

No remarXs.

Jdae3,Freeman

Commander,u.s.ﬂngy,éﬁ;/ﬁ
Commandling. e



SECRET

UsSeSe ALCHIBA
November 23,1942,

(ﬂ.) Task Unit 62.4.3 «
(b) Same as before.
(e) UNone.,
(d) Positions:
0800~ 16-48 South Lat. 1l62-08 East Long.
1200« 16«08 162-09
2000~ 14-=52 162-13
Diatance made good noon to noon, 233 miles.

(e) 0600 Lscort resumed regular crulsing disposition . 1843 Escort
assumed speclal night anti-submarine formation.

(f) No remarks.
(z) No remarks.
JeS.Freeman

Commander, U.S.lavy, £ 7
Conmanding. ' &



SILCRET
U.S+S8. ALCHIBA
November 24,1942,
(ﬂ) Tnak Unilt 62.4.3.
(b) Same as before.
(c) DNones
(d) Positlions:
0800= 13«21 South Lat. 163«12 East Longe
1200- 12«45 163=11
2000~ 11-46 163=44
Distance made good noon to noon, 219 mlles on course 017 dege.
(e) 0545 Lscort mesumed regular crulsing disposition . 0650
Sighted plane bearing B50 dege ldentified as friendly. 1024
Sighted plane bearing 080 dege unidentified. 1605 Sighted plane
bearing 030 dege 1dontified as frlendly. 1826 Escort assumed
speclal night anti-submarine f rmation.
(£) llo remarkse
(g) No remarkss
J.S.Freeman

Commander, U.,SNavy,  /~
COmmnndin&. ’ M

48,



SECRET

U.S.S. ALCHIBA
November 25,1942,
(a) Task Unit 62443 o«
(b) Samoe as before.
(¢) None.
(d) Positions:
0800~ 10«21 South Lat, 162«55 Last long.
1200~ 10«13 162«20
2000~ 09=44 161=1545
Distance made good noon to noon, 200 miles.
(e) 05885 Escort resumed rogumlar crulsing disposition. 0803 Sighted
plane bvearing 050 dege. identifled as friendly., 2210 S8ighted three
ships bearing 020 deg. about five mliles distant, unidentified,
2383 Sighted white flare bearing 275 deg which burmed for 25 seconds.
(f) No remarkse

(g) No remarkse

J.S.Frgaman ey
Commander,U.S.Navy, <./
Commandin&. * o

Zé.




SECRET

U.Se8. ALCHIBA
NoVatiber 26,1942,

(a) Task Unit 68e4¢3
(b) Same as before.
(¢c) Nonee.
(d) Posltions:
Anchcered in Tulagl Harbor, Solomonse.

(e) 03535 Leffit formation and proceeded toward Tulagi, with LARDNER

as escort. Remainder of Task Unlt proceeded toward Cactus. 0413
Observed scarchlighta and anti-aircraft fire on beach at Cactus,

0435 Motor torpedo boat passed astern distant 1000 yards. 0442 .
Sighted two vessels ldentified as U.S.S., LIBRA, and HOPKINS.

0813 Destroyer sighted bearing 295 deg., identirflied as rriengii.

0652 Anchored in Tulagi Barbor, Solomons, 0658 Commenced oading.
0708 U,S8.8. MANLEY and MC KEAN got underway and stood out.

1335 U.S.S. LARDHNER stood in and anchored. 1828 U,S.S. CARNETT,
LAMSON, aend HUGHES stood in and anchored. 2027 Finlshed unloadinge.

(£f) No remarks,

(g) No remarks.

g.S.FroomnnU >
omander «S.Navy Y 4
Gommnndlné- a é;?/

27




SECRET

U.S.S. ALCHIRA
NOVEMBER 27,1942,

() Task Unit 62.4.3.

(b) Same ap before.

(¢) lNone,

(d) Fosltions.

0800« Anchored off Lunga Point,

1200~ Ditte.
2000« Anchored in Tulaegl IHarhor.

(e) 0405 Task unit underway from Tulagi Harbor with escort and an-
chored dff Lunga Point at 0606. Ccmmenced unloading at 061l7. 1645
Discontlinued unloading, 1700 Taslk undt underwey from Lunge and
anchered in Tulagl farbor at 1843, 2103 Comrenced loading lMarston

Mats Tfrom flat top barge alongside.
(f) No remarke,

() Yo remarkm,.

J.8.Freeman e
Commander, U.S.Navy, ﬁz&
Commanding,




S8ECRET

UeS.8. ALCHIBA
November 28,1942,

(a) Task Unit 62.4.3.
(b) Skime as before,
(¢) None.
(d) Positions:
Anchored and beached cff ILunga Point, CGuadalcanal Iasland,

(e) OIB7 Tasl: unit gey underway from Tulagl “arbor, Alchiba having
cogpleted loading at 0346. 0846 Anchored off Lunga Point ., 0568
Comoncad dilscharging cargo. 0616 Torpedo hit port side of No, 2

fire broke out instantly. All shlips fire rightling facllities
brougfxt Into action lmmedlately, 0619 Got underway and Leached ship
at 0626 east of Lungs Polnt. BARNETT gop underway and left area
with escort. Continued unloading ammunition aft. 0810 Evacuated
all U.S8.Amy Lroops pessengors

1115 ©OUOLINK came alongslde and commenced flghting fire ,
LAMSON (Comdesdiy ©), LARDNIR, and JIC KEAN continued as anti-submarine
screen after departure of N RILETT. 1308 LAMSON droppred twe depth
chargoa bea.rj.ng 06Z mage, iour mlles Cistant. 1313% NC KEAN dropped
two depth churges , 059 mag., four mlles distant, and two more at
1336 , 056 mag., distant 3.75 miles.

17856 BOBOLINK shifted tc starbosrd side and continued fighting
fire. 2337 Fire broke through hole in port dide at No. 2 hatch,
Smoke increased heavily and with a shift in the wing blanketed the
ship. As a result fire fight became more difficult and many men
were overcome by the smoke and 8,

(f) No remarka,
(g) Action report attached.

d.S.Freeman, > /7
Commander, U S.NAVY, &/f
Commandinge

2%



SECRET

U.8.8., ALCUTBA

November 29,1942.
(a) Task Unit 62.4.,3.
(b) BSame as hefore.
(c) None,
(d) Rosition:

Anchored and boached off{ Lunga Péint. Guadalcanal Island,

(e) PFire confined tc forward part of ehip. DROROLINK alongside to
starboard fighting: fire. Heavy smo.te covering both ships, Forward
three holds flooded. 0050 H0BOLINK cast off. 0100 Commenced sendfng
rajority of ecrew, and all ships records and of'fichkel papeps ashore,
Only the commanding officer and a volunteer party remmsined on board
to fight the fire, and unload ammaunition aft,

CHES 8irhted seven ships hearligz 088 T. ldentilled as friendly,
0626 NEVILLE stood in and anchored »7f Lunga Point.

1744 NEVILLE GOT underway and stood out. 1745 Completed unloade
lng ammunition art.

(f) No remarkse.

(g) VYNo remarks,

J.S.Freeman, ;
Comnmandér, U,S,.Navy, ﬁ
Comnanding.

JO,
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SECRET

U.3.5, ALCHIEA
November 30,1942,

(a) Task Unit 62.4.1l. Commander task unit Commander Destroyer
Divislon Nine in Lemson, LARDNER, MC KEAN, and ALCHIBA.

(b) Comtaskfor €62's dlspatch 292237 November.
(c) lione,
{d) Position:
Anchored =nd bLeached off Lunga Point, CGuadalcanal,Island,

(e) Fishting fire forward, llatches lics, 1,2, and 3 flooded. LARDNER
and LANSON offshore as anti-submerine sasreen.

0630 NEVILLE stood 1n and enchored, her escort MC WEAY Jjoined
anti-sumarine screen. 0645 Resumed discharging ommanition from
Noes 3 hetch, 0950 MNEVILLE pot underway and stood out, 1055
FOROLINK came alongaide to ascist In discharging deck load,

A%Y nightfil). LARDNER, LANSON and MC KEAN departed for BUTTON
in accordance with (b).

2005 Sirhted red {lare abhhore bearing 242 T, 2280 Whlte light
vislble 028, diestant 10 miles, 2218 ¥Four white lights 028,1@ mlles.
2321 Surface craft shell fire observed dlirected at enemy shore
positions to westward. Firing vessels bore 290 ., 2326 Observed
15 starshells in air. 2327 Surface vessel appeared to be hit, 280%
2330 Three uhidentified ship: vielble in combat area. 2333 Alr rald
warning., 2337 All star shells out., 2337 Ships in combat areg
appeared to proceed to westward of SAVO ISL'FD. Hit obsorwed on a
second ghip. 2342 PFirst shlp it obeserved to explode. 2358 All
firing ceased.

(f) Recelved Comtaskfor 62's dlspatch 292237 November, forming Task
Unit 62,4.1 and directing 1t less ALCHIBA to proceed toward EUTTON
at nightflll.

(g) No remarks,

J+S.Freeman, Z [/
Commander, U,S.Navy, éﬁgﬁ
Commanding. :

37/
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SLCRET

U.SeSe ALCHIZA
December 1,1942,

{a) Task Force 682,
(b) Same as bLefore.
(e) lNone.
(d) Fosition:
Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Cuadalcanal Island,

(e) Pighting fire 1n hatches Nos. 1 and 2, Hatches 1,2, and 3
flooded.

0010 8earchlight on beach 260° turned on,and offat COl6.
0024 Small explcsions on ship previously hit. 0025 Steady white
light 000°T. 0031 Searchlight vislble 300°T, 0038 w@White star
tehells seen ofl beach 280°7T, U049 Sesrchlight on beach 120 turmed
on, and off at 0088, ClO7 Occaslicnal flashes of 1light 330.
0121 Star shells, 340, 0145 White flashes,345, 0202 Alr raid 81]
clear signal, 0425 Antl-aircraft fire from vessel learing 250%,
04390 Antialroraft fire fror bLeuch.

0535 TOMALHAUT endhored off TAGOMA rOINT with LANSDOWNE end
SHAW as escorts. 0550 Two shlps seen bearing 080. 06056 One ship
scen 080, 0682 Slghted two shlps Learing 540, and twormore
bearing OO0z, Last two groups ldsntifled as friendly, two cruisers
end two destroyers.

0800 Resumed discharging cargo. 0605 Alr ralid warning., 0920
All clear, 1040 Alr raid warning, 1053 All clear. 1445 Fire
broke out in hateh lo.3 for a short time. 1753 Discontlinued unloading.
1830 FOMALHAUT and escorts underway towerd TULAGI.

(f) No remarks.
(g) No remarks.
J«8.Freeman

Commander, U.S.NAVY, 5,
Commanding, :




(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)

éischarging cergo,.
LUNGA POINT at O7EC.

SECRET

U.8.8S. ALCHIBE
December £2,1942,

Taalt Force 62.
Same aus before.
None.

Posltion:

Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal Island,

Fighting fire forward, in hatches Noss 1 and 2,
FOMALFAUT and escort arrived off TAGOXA POINT.

accordance with instructionse from Comnevactsol.

1423 POMALHAUT underway and preceeded with cssert to TOCAMA

0650 Resumed

POINT. 1456 Fire under control. 1800 Discountinued unloeding,

(£)
(g)

No remarks.
Fo renarks.
J.SQFI'QM

Cémmander, U.S.Navy,.fﬁf
Commanding.

0720 POVALIAUT shifted berths snd anchored off
PC <76 tvrived and begen screening ALCHIDA in

L BN



(a)
(b)
(e)
(a)

(e

SECRET

U.S+S+ ALCHIDA
December 3,19042.

Task Force 62.
Bame.as before.
None.

Position:
Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,lsland.

PC 476 offshore as anti submarine screen.

0610 U.8.,8, HULTER LIGGETT and KENVORE anchored off T:ugoma PoiAt
with escort disposed o8 anti-submurine soreen, Escort coneistin:
of U,5,3, HO¥EY , SOUTHARD, :nd STACK PLUS O'BANNON snd MCCALLA.
0646 £,8, JOSEPH TEAL .nohored -ff hunga Point. 0666 Torpedo
eighted 300 iurda astern bearing C1l2 d.ag.t whish curved away on

head 307
dropred three
08‘0 UQSQSQ BOBO‘INI Cr.me &alORSBl C.

eg. It paceed cloese aboarl the TEAL, 0828 STACK
epth chargee cearing CB2 d:g. distant two miles.
1140 0,5,8, FOMALEAUT

anchared off Lunga Point, 1¢20 UOUCLINK ocast off and s®ood asway
1848 Alr rald warning, 18565 All clear,

(r)
(g)

No remarke,

No remarks,

J.8,Freeman, Comnander, U, ,8,Navy,
Colnnndtns.‘ g

A
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SECRET

U.S.8. ALCHIBA
December 4,1942,

(a) Task Force 62,
(b) Same as before.
(¢) None.

(d) Positlon:
Anchored and beached off Lunga Polnt, Guadalcanal,

(e) PC 476 acting as antl-submarine screen. 0139 Alr raid warne
ing. 0159 ALL clear. 0755 8ighted destroyer standing in bearing
090 deg. identified as friendly. 1005 8.8, BOSEPH TEAL anchored
off port quarter, U.S.8. ZANE and STACK escorting her formed
anti-submarine screen. 1142 TREVER replaced ZANE. 1215 TREVER
left screen. 1510 U,S8.3, KOPARA anchored off port bLeam,TREVER
rejoined screen. SS JOSEPH TEAL at 1648 and KOPARA at 1725 got
underway and stood toward TULAGI with escorts.

(f) No remarks.

(g) No remarks.

J.3,.,Freeman
Commd.r. U. s - NaV‘y’ ‘:"- '
Commanding.



SECRET
December 5,1942,
(a) Taek Forecc 62,
(b) Same as before. .
(e¢) None,
(d) Poeitioh:
‘ Anchored and beached off Lunga Point,Guadalcanal.

(e) 0610 vU.S,8, HUNTER LIGGLTT and KENMORE anchored off Tagoma
Foint, with escort of SOUTHARD, STACK, and OBANNON forming anti-
submarine soreen, 0637 SOUTHARD dropped three depth charges off
Koll Point bearing 090 deg, 06864 BSOUTHARD ped sim depth
charges off Kolli Point bearing 080 deg. 07 8,8, JOSEPH TEAL
andhored off Lunga Point, with escort of MC CALLA and HOVEY formigg
snti-submarine eoreen. 0730 Commenoced throwing debris over the side.
0742 SOUTHARD drppped four depth charges bear 090 deg, 0810
KOPARA anchored off Lunga Roint with escort of and

Jod anti-submarine sereen, 1211 FOMALHAUT crnchored off Tagoma
Point, with esoorte LANSDOWNE and SHAW, 1410 FOMALHAUT undervay
with eccorte for Tulagi, 17086 KOPARA with ececorte underway for
Tulagl, also the TFALat 0826 with escorts, 1920 HUNYER LIGGETT
anchored off Lunga Point and departed atlli,

(r) No remarks,
(g) No remarks,
J.5 .Freeman

Commander, U,.S .Navy, .~
Commanding.




No.

U. S. S. ALCHIBA (AK23)
December G, 1942,
SECRET

(a) Tndk Force 82.
(b) Ae tefore,
(e) None,
(d) Position:
‘nchored and peaghed off Lungs Point, Guadalcanal,
(e) 0636 U.8,8, KOPARA anchored off Lunga Point,, also 5,8,
JOSEPH TEAL at O723 with escorts TREFER, ZANE, HOVEY, MC CALLA
and PC 476 forming anti-cuomarine esercen, Continued discharging
debries and damaged cargo, 1700 KOFARA snd TEAL with escorts
got underwvay and atood out toward Tulagl,
(f) No remarks,
% (g) No remarks,
J.5.,Freeman

Commander U,8,Navy,
Commanding. '




U. 8. S. ALCHIBA (AK23)
December 7,1942,

S ORET
(2a) T,ek Force 62,
(b) Same ae before.
(c¢) None,
(d) Poeition:
Anchored nand beached off Lunga "oint Guadaleanal.

(e) 0633 8,8. JOSEPH TuAL andhored off Lunga Point with escorts
U.8,9, MC CALLA and HOVZY and later PC 474 forming 2nti-submarine
screen, 0740 PC 476 relleved by BC 477, Continued diecharging
debrie from forwapd holds,

0768 Torredo hit ship, entering port side of No, 4 hatch,0801
TEAL got undemmay, PC 477 dropned derth charges andeo did rlone
overhead, TIAL fired =t emall submarine when she broke water
200 yards off port beam, snd then 13 submerged, ALCHIBA settling
elovly aft, 0856 All hande evacuafed to camp on beach, except
Commanding Orficer, five officers 'nd twvelve enlisted men vho
remained on board As ship keepers, 0945 TUAL returned to anchor-
age, 1020 TEAL underway with eccorte, 1045 AIR rald warning. 1100
Our ;lanee dropped derth charges three miles distant on starboard
quarter, 1ll24 TiAL returned to anchorage 1127 All clear., 1236
TEAL got undervay. PC 477 dropred eilx denth charges off rort
auarter, 1240 TEUAL returned to snchorage. 1834 TEAL got underay
with escorts and proceeded toward Tulagl, 1945 Alr rnid worning,
2016 All clepar. 2045 Obeerved gunfire to eartward cveyond Koll
Point, 208456 Obeerved gunfire to veet ard directed toverd enemy
positione in vieclinity Capre Esperance,

(£f) Action report attached,
(g) No remarke,
J.8, FI‘PQIM“

Commander,U.S.Navy, 2 7
Comm*ﬂding.

L)




U. S. S. ALCHIBA (AK23)
December 8,1042,

SECRET

(") T:.sk Force 62,
(b) SBame as before.
(a) None,
(4) Poelition:

Anchorsd nnd beached ofr Lunga Point, Ousndaleanal,
(e) 0883 U,5.5., PRECIDENT JACESQN, PRESIDENT ADAMS . CRESCENP CITY
and MFRCURY anchored off Tngwma relat., o%e0 8.3, Yospem TraL
anchored off I_unFn Foilnt, Dewxtrpyer cscort forzed -nti-submarine
gcraen, 1910 TrAL pet underwsy and ntood out towzrd Taleogl with
escort, 21lac HTNOURY 2% 1718 DPRUTIDINT JSCREON ot 1RB4 PR SIDENT
ADAMS a4 1887, nd CRESCENT (ITY at 1900, escort dectroyers roreeming.
(r) No rem ris.
(@) No remaks,

J oS JFrcennn

QormeQifior U, 8 Nayy °
Jorry ndange,




U. 8. S. ALCHIBA (AK23)
December j?,1942.

SECRET

(a) Task Force 62.
(b) Same as before.

(¢) lNone.
(d) Position:

Anchored and beached off Lunga Polnt, Guadalcanal,

(a) The following ships stood in and anchored; 0525 U,.S.S8.
CRESCENT CITY, 0528 I'RESIDENT ADANS, 0532 PRESIDENT JACK30N,
0657 8.8, JOSEPH TEAL and 0714 U.S5.8. MERCURY. The escorts
consisting of seven destroyers formed an antle-submarine scroen.
1428 Alr rald alery., All ships present got underwayaand stood
cut. 1525 All clear. 1528 PRECIDENT JACKSON, PRL3IDENT ADAMS,
AND CRESCENT CITY departed from this area. 1547 Air raid d ert.
15564 All clear, 1605 WMERCURY and TEAL returnsd to anchorege,
and at 1705 got underway for Tulagi with escorts.

(f) HNo remarks.
(z) Nc remarks,
J.S.Freeman

Commander,U,8,Navy,
Commanding,




U. S. S. ALCHIBA (AK23)
December 10,1942,

SECRET
(a) Task Force 62.
(b) Same as before.
(e¢) None.
(d) Position:
Anchored afi¢ beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcansal,

(e) 0032 Alr rald alert. 0040 All clear, 0045 Alr reid alert.
0100 All clears, OGl4 LERCURY and 8.8, JOSEPH TEAL stood in and
anchered off L a FPoint, Escorts formed anti-submarine screen,
Conmencad prell ry salvage operations., 1318 BOBOLINK ceme
alongside to adéiet and cast off at 1600, At 1700 TEAL and at
1705 MERCURY got underway for Tulagi with their escorts,

1765 PC 477 relieved by PC 476 ag anti-gubmarine screen for

MTCRIRBA.
(f) No remarks.
(2) ¥o remarks,
JeSe.Freeman

Commander,U,S .Navyg  /
Commanding.



December 11, 1942,
SECRET

(a) Tasl Force 62.
(b) Same as before.
(0) llone.

(a) Position:

Anchored and beached off Lunga FPoint, Guadalcanal,

(e) TFollowlng ships stood in and anchored off Lunga Point}

0620 U.5.8. MERCURY and LIBRA and 35.S. JOSEFT TEAL, with escorts
forming anto-gubmarine screen. Contlinued numging operations

and removing debris. 1240 Air rald alert. All ships got underway
and stood cut, 1309 All clear, 1325 All ships returned to
anchorage, 1615 PC 477 dropped six depth charges, 1100 yards
distant on port beam, 1705 All ships got underway for Tulagli wlith
escorts,

(r) No remarks.
(g) YNo remarks.,
J«S5« Freeman,

Commander, U.S. Navy, ~
Commandinge.




December 12, 1942

SECRET

(a) Task Force 62.
(b) Same as beflfore.
(e) None.
(a) Positions
Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Cuadalcanal,

(e) 0065 Observed flash of light on horizon between Savo
Island and Cape Esperance, followed by an explosion, be=
lieved to be a ship. 0100 Flashes of light bevond horizon
bearing 275°, 0110 Ship afire in same direction, 0112
Heavy gunfire heard on the beach, 0115 Heavy smoke observed
near Savo Island, 0120 Cunfire on bheach ceased, lNore gmne-
fire observed beyond horlzon bearing 275°, 0125 Ship seen
to be afire, in same locatlion, O01l60 Fire on filrst ship no
longer visibles 0300 MMeavy gunfire on beach,

Following shipa stood in and anchored off Lumga Point;
0650 83,8, ROGER WILLIANS and U.3.5. ANVERICAN LEGION with
U.S.8, FANVING and U.S.S. CRAVEN as escorts, 0730 S.8.
JOSEPH TEAL, 0756 U,S8.8. LIERA, 0768 U.S.8. MERCURY, with
escorts forming anti-gsubmarine screen, 07556 S.8. JOSEFI
TEAL and escort jot underway and departed, Contilnued sal-

vage operationsg,

Following ships got underway and stood out toward
Tulagl with escorts; 16569 U.5.5. AMERICAN LEGION and S.S.
ROGER WILLIAMS, 17056 U.S.8., MERCURY and U.,S8.8. LIBRA, 1730
Captain HOMER N. WALLIN, U.S.N., reported on board to plan
salvage operations. 2203 Alr rald alert. 2240 All Clear,

(r) No remarks,
(g) No remarks.
J.8, FREMMAN, _

Cormmander, U.S, Navx, éﬁ"..
c ding. > > - tw k.

1%




U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)
Decomber 13, 1842,

SECRET

(a) Task Porce G2,
(b) Same as before.
(c) lNones
(d) Position:
Anchored and beached of{ Lunga roint, Guadalearal,

(e) The following ships stood in and anchored off Lunga Polint;
0866 U,.S5.5,., HUNTER LICGTTT and S.3. DIL BRAZIL, 0620 U.8,85, UERCURY
and LIBRA, 0714 AMERICAN LEGION, 0730 =.85, ROG™R WILLIAUME, escorts
UeS.5. FAINING, STACK, and O'BANNON forming anti-submarine screen,
0725 Tug ORTOLAN came alongslde to asslist salvage operatlons,
0830 ORTOLAN cast off and fueled alongelde AMIRICAN LECION returning
at 1115, Continued with salvagoe operations, 1300 Air rald alert,
All ships got underway and stood out with escorts, 1334 All clear,
All siips returned to anchorage. TI'ollowlng ships underway for
Tulagi; 1650 LIBRA and NRRCURY, S.S, DEL BRAZIL and ROGRTWILLI 'MS,
1905 U.S5.8, HUNT'R LIGCOETT AND AMFRICAN LECION with escorta, 1730
Captalin Tomer 17, Wallin, U.S.N. left ship having completed salvage
plana, 2136 Alr ruald alert, Plane over beacihi dropped flve bombs,
and was fired at by anti-alrcralft batterles on shore, 2310 All
clear,

(f) No remarks,

JI

(g) No remarkse

J¢S. PREENAY, kY |
Commander, UsSe Navy, o~ l
Commanding. '




December 14, 19242,
SECRET

(a) Taslt Force 62,
(b) Same as bhefore.
(¢) DNone.
(d) Position:
Anchored and heached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,

(e) '™e followlng ships stood in and anchored off Lunga Point,
0800 HUNTER LIGGETT and AMERICAN LEGION, 0815 HEXWOOD and

NEVIILE, 0700 BETRLOUESE, 0705 LIBRA, and 5.5, NOGER WILLIAMS, and
0728 MFHC UKY , with escorts foming antl-submai'line screen,

1000 ROGER WILLIANS pot mderway and stood out toward Tulagi

with two destroyers as escort, 3alvapge operations continued,

The following ships got underway and stood out Toward Tulagil;

1445 MERCURY, 1525 AMERICAN LEGION, 1705 LIRBRRA, 2010 TINTER
LIGGETT, and HEYWOOD, 2015 BETELGUESE, 2021 NEVILLE, with

escortas, 2130 Heavy gunfire on beach,.

(r) YNo remaris,
(g) Yo remarks,
JdasSe I"REHJM

Commander, UsS, NaW. ,;-,;-r'
Commandling. 1=



e TEHw W T ——— e i e i e R . P—

December 15, 1l04Z2,
SECRET
(a) Task I"orce 62,
(b) Same as befora,
(¢) None.
(d) Positlon:

Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,

(e) 0108 Heavy gunfire heard on beach which ceased at 0120,
The following ships stood in and anchored off Lunga Polint,
with escorts forming antlie-submarine screeny 0585 U.,5.5, HAUNTER
LIGOGETT, 0535 NEVILLE, 0600 LIBRA, 0605 MERCURY, 0635 AMERICAN
LEQION, Continued with salvage operatlions, 00565 Royal New
Zealand lNaval Patrol Craft T102 and T233 stood in and anchored,
and at 1018 the 5,8, MATAI (N.%.)e 1152 NIVILLE and one destroyer
escort zot underway and departed from this area, The following
shlps got undorwai and stood out toward Tulagl wlth thelr escorts,
1220 S.8. MATAI, 1240 T102, 1246 T238., 1614 Plane dropped depth
bomb about five mlles off Cape Fsperance, 1516 BETILOUBSE stood
in and ancliored, The followling shilps got underway and departed
from this area withh thiree destroyers as escorts, {530 AIERICAR
LEGION, 1535 IULITER LIGCYTT, 1655 Friendly seaplane dowm at soa
;bout twenty miles to the West, Planes and destroyers standing
e

The following ships got underway with thelr escorts and
stood out toward Tulagl; 1657 MURCURY, 1745 LIBRA, 1805 B TTlLe
GUESE, 2110 Air rald alert, One plane heard overhead, 2210
All clear, 2250 Air rald alert, 2350 All clear,

() o remarks,

(g) Vo remarks.

J. S- F‘m-'cmmg A
Commander, U.S. Nevy, 227
Commanding,




December 16, 1942,

SECRET
(a) Taslk Force ude
(b) Same as before.
(e) None.
(a) Pcsition:

inchored and Leached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,

(e) 0020 Air raid alert. 0030 All clear. The following ships
stood In and anchored off Lunga Point with escorts forming anti=
submarine screen: (580 U,8,8. BETELCOUESE, 0556 LIBRA, 0840

S.5. ROGER WILLIAMS,

Continued salvage operationse. 1230 Patrol plane dropped
two smoke bombs off the port beam distant 1400 yards, and one
more at 1240, 1236 Plane dropped four depth bombs. All ships
present pgot underway. Destroyers screen gearched (o submarine.
1437 All ships returned to anchorapge.

The following ships got underway and stood out toward
Tulagl with thelr escorts; 1712 ROGHER WILLIAMS, 1730 LIBRA,
1743 BETELGUESE, 1768 Plane dropped smoke bomb off Port beam,
distant 1000 yards. 1801 PC 476 dropped pattern of elght depth
charges in area, 2233 Alr rald alert. 2350 All cleare.

(1) Yo remarks.
() No remarks,
J«S. FREEMAN , G o
Commander, U.S. Navy, , -
Commandinge
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MANDER-IN-CHIEF
Meliiiiic coaaiains, iy g? AG OFFICE
U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23) RECEIVED

December 17, 1942, 3 N 20 10 29
SECRET
(a) Task Force 62,
(b) Same as before.
(¢) None.,

(d) Position:
Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,

(e) The following ships stood in and anchored; 0535 U.S.S. LIBRA
off Lunga Point, off Kolil Point, 0630 S8.S. NOORDAM, PRESIDENT
JOHNSON, and ERNEST HINDS, with destroyer escort of six forming
anti-submarine screen.

Continued salvage operations. 1300 Commander J.S, FREEMAN,
U.S. Navy, detached from duty as commanding officer, U.S8.S8.
ALCHIBA, in accordance with COMSOPAC's dispatch 150901 December.
Ogggandor H.R. SHAW, U.S, Navy,assumed duties as commanding
(o] cer.,

1338 LIBRA and two destroyers as escort got underway and
stood out, 1402 U.8.S. FRAZIER dropped one depth charge bearing
327° True distant 4 miles. 1708 PRESIDENT JOHNSON, and NOORDAM
got underway and stood out with escort, toward Tulagi., ERNEST
HINDS and escort to sea., 2040 Ortolan underway to assist stranded

ERNEST HINDS,
(f) DNo remarks,
(g) No remarks,

— R, LB —

H. R. SHAW,
cma’r' U.8. Haw. {[/J/
Commanding.,.

45318
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U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)
December 18, 1942,

SECRET
(a) Task Force 62,
(b) Same as before.
(¢) None.
(d) Positions:
Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,

(e) 0635 3.3. PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND NOORDAM stood in and anchored
off Koll Point; 0640 U,.S8.8. BETELGUESE stood in and anchored off
Lunga Point, with escort destroyers forming anti-submarine screen,

Continued salvage operations., 1535 8.5, ERNEST HINDS sighted
being towed by two tugs toward Tulagl with escort of 1 destroyer
and 1 PC boat. The following ships got underway and stood out;
1735 BETELGUESE, 1745 PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 1750 NOORDAM, with escorts
toward Tulagi.

(f) Received COMSOPAC's dispatch 170431 December confirming
Commander H. R, SHAW, U,S8, Navy's,assumption of duties as Command-
ing Officer U.S.8. ALCHIBA.

(g) No remarks.

- .OR. Qbae™

H. R. SHAW, éﬁ/ﬂ
Cormander, U.S. Navy, '
Commanding.



Noiisssnrsasssssninsnse

U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)

December 19, 1942,
SECRET

(a) Task Force 62,
(b) Same as before.

(0) None.

(d) Position:
Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,

(e) The following ships stood in and anchored off Lunga Point
with escort destroyers forming anti-submarine soreep 0614
NOORDAM, and PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 2 destroyers; 0616 BETELGUESE,
1 destroyer; 0655 ROGER WILLIAMS, 1 destroyer.

Continued salvage operations. 1400 Plane dropped depth
charge bomb bearing 295° True, distant 8 miles. The following
ships got underway and stood out toward Tulagl with escorts;
1658 ROGER WILLIAMS, 1800 PRESIDENT JOHNSON and NOORDAM; 1950
BETELGUESE departed from this area, 2345 White flares dropped
by plane over enemy positions on shore. Our planes bombed and

s;rared area, continuing at intervals during night ceasing at
0200.

(f) No remarks,
(g) No remarks.
ot V. [l ansr—
H. R. SHAW, é?f

Commander, U.S. Navy,
Commcding,



U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)
December 20, 1942,
SECRET
(a) Task Force 62.
(b) Same as before.
(e) None.
(d) Position:
Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,
(e) The following ships stood in and anchored with their escorts
forming anti-submarine screen off Lunga Point; 0539 S.S. PRESIDENT
JOHNSON and NOORDAM, 0555 ROGER WILLIAMS, 0730 ORTOLAN moored
alongside.

Continued salvage operations., The following ships got under-
way and stood out toward Tulagl with thelr escorts; 1620 ROGER
W}LL%AHS 1735 PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 1740 NOORDAM., 2335 Air raid
alert.

(f) No remarks.

(g) No remarks.

*“‘w -W. M——.AJ-

H. R. SHAW, g@/
Commander, U.S. Navy,
Commanding.




---------------------

U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)
December 21, 1942,
SECRET

(a) Task Force 62.
(b) Same as before.
(¢) None,

(d) Position:
Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,

(e) 0005 All clear from Air Raid alert. The following ships
stood in and anchored off Lunga Point with their escorts form-
ing anti-submarine screen; 0600 S.S8. PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 0605
NOORDAM, 0620 ROGER WILLIAMS.

Continued salvage operations., Following ships got under=-
way and stood out toward Tulagil with their escorts; 1709 ROGER
WILLIAMS, 1738 PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 1750 NOORDAM. 1830 1 vessel
sighted departing from Tulagl with 1 destroyer escort,

(f) No remarks.

(g) No remarks.

’@.w (W NN
H. R. SHAW, e
Commander, U.,3, Navy, .7V
Commanding.




U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)

December 22, 1942,
SECRET

(a) Task Force 62,
(b) Same as before.
(e) None.
(d) Position:
Anchored and beached off TLunga Point, Guadalcanal,

(e) 0300 Air raid alert., 0333 All clear. The following ships
stood in and anchored off Lunga Point with escort of six
destroyers forming anti-submarine screen; 0605 S.S. ROGER WIL~
LIAMS, 0608 NOORDAM, 0625 DEL BRAZIL and PRESIDENT JOHNSON.

Continued salvage operations, the following ships got under-
way and stood out with their escorts, toward Tulagl. 1656 ROGER
WILLIAMS, 1717 DEL BRAZIL, 1930 NOORDAM and PRESIDENT JOHNSON
departed from this area.,
(f) No remarks.

(g) No remarks,

-—"@-@M

H. R, SHAW, /
Commander, U.S. Navy, Zy
Commanding.




U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)

December 23, 1942,
SECRET

(a) Task Force 62,
kb) Same as before.

(¢) None.
(d) Position:
. Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal.

(e) 0030 Air raid alert. 0040 All oclear. The following ships
stood in and anchored with thelr escorts forming anti-submarine
screens; off Lunga Point, 0545 S.S. ROGER WILLIAMS, 0555 DEL
BRAZIL, 0610 U.S.S. KOPARA; off Koli Point, 0700 U.S.S. FOMALHAUT,
0630 NAVAJO with additional salvage gear alongside.

Continued salvage operations. The following ships got under-
way and stood out toward Tulagi with their escorts; 1705 KOPARA,
1;50 DEL BRAZIL, 1756 ROGER WILLIAMS. 2235 Air raid alert. 2311
All clear,

(f) No remarks.

(g) No remarks.

"W-@. (oW RSN

H., R. SHAW, o
Commander, U.S. Navy, 7/
Commanding.



U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)

December 24, 1942,
SECRET

(a) Task Force 62.
{b) Same as before.
(e) None.
(d) Position:
Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,
(e) The following ships stood in and anchored off Lunga Point,
with their escorts forming anti-submarine screen: 06537 S.S. DEL
BRAZIL, 0542 S.S8. ROGER WILLIAMS, 0615 U,S.S. KOPARA,

Continued salvage operations. The following ships got under-
way and stood out toward Tulagl with thelr escorts; 1701 ROGER
WILLIAMS, 1705 KOPARA, 1710 DEL BRAZIL.

(f) No remarks.

(g) No remarks,

W O, P lm oo
H, R. SHAW, /
Comnmander, U.S. Navy, 5&3
Commanding.,



U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)

December 25, 1942,
SECRET

(a) Task Force 62,
(b) Same as before,
(¢) None.
(d) Position:
Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,

(e) The following ships stood in and anchored off Lunga Point,
with thelr escorts forming anti-submarine screen; 0624 S.S. DEL
BRAZIL, 0823 ROGER WILLIAMS, 1327 U.S.S. KOPARA.

At 0801 U.S.8. MUSTIN, and at 0813 U,S.3., PERKINS commsnced
shelling en shore positions in viecinity of Cape Esperance, and
ceased at 08562, S8Ship floated at 0900,

Continued salvage operations. 1620 ROGER WILLIAMS and KOPARA
wlth two destroyers as escort got underway and departed from this
area, 1715 Air raid alert. 1730 All clear, 1720 DEL BRAZIL got
underway with escort of two destroyers and stood out toward Tulagi.

(f) No remarks,

(g) No remarka.

H. R. SHAW, 3
Commander, U.S. Navy, éiy
Commanding.



U.S.8. ALCHINA (AK2Y)

Decembar 86, 102,
Sney

(a) Task Force 62,
(b) Same as before.
(¢) None.
(d) Position:
Anchored and beached off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal.,
(e) The following ships stood in and anchored with their destroyer
escorts forming anti-submarine screens: off Lunga Point, 0550
S.S8. DEL BRAZIL, 0758 S.S. MONTGOMERY CITY; off Koli Point, 0610
U.8.8. HEYWOOD.

Continued salvage operations., 1645 HEYWOOD shifted berths
and anchored off Lunga Point. The following ships got underway
and stood out toward Tulagi with their escorts; 1707 MONTGOMERY
CITY, 1740 DEL BRAZIL, 1800 HEYWOOD,

(f) No remarks.,

(g) No remarks.

'@-@- m—a.-.‘.-d -

H. R. SHAW,
Commander, U.S., Navy, dé/?
Commanding.

VY,




U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)

December 27, 1942,
SECRET

(a) Task Force 62,
(b) Seame as before.

(c¢) None,
(d) Positions:

0800= Anchored off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal,
1200= Enroute to Tulagi.
2000~ Anchored in Tulagi Harbor,

(e) The following ships stood in and anchored off Lunga Point with
thelr destroyer escort forming anti-submarine screen; 0700 8.8,
MONTGOMERY CITY, 0605 U,S.S. HEYWOOD, 0540 DEL BRAZIL, 0733 MONT=-
GOMERY CITY fired 50 cal. machine gun at object in water bearing
330° True, 0735 All ships present got underway. 0828 PC 476 drop-
ped 3 depth charges on the starboard quarter, distant 1500 yards.
0900 All ships returned and anchored.

Continued salvage operations, 1012 ALCHIBA got underway and
stood out toward Tulagi, being towed by U.S.,S8., NAVAJO alongeside to
starboard, and U,8.8. ORTOLAN alongside to port. Escort composed
of PC 476, PC 477; H.M.N.Z.S, MATAI, T102, T233. 1614 Anchored in
Tulagi Harbor, Solomon Islands, 1830 8.5, DEL BRAZIL stood in and
anchored.

(f) No remarks,

(g) No remarks,

— O Al
H. R, SHAW, W/é/

Commander, U.,S. Navy,
Commanding.

//




............

(a)
(b)
(e)

(d)

(e)

(£)
(g)

U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)

December 28,1942,
SECRET

Task Force 62.
Same as before.
None -
Position:
Anchered in Tulagl Harbor.,
0409 S.S8. DEL BRAZIL got underway and stood oute.
Continued salvage operations.
1905 S.S. DEL BRAZIL stood in and anchored.

No remarks.

No remarks.

-—W‘Q Qs>

H.R. Shﬂw 'fra':l"
Commendeér,U.S .Navy, ij
Cormanding. |

/ A

RN,
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U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)
December 29,1942,
SECRET

(a) Task Force 62.
(b) Same as beforse.
(c) None.
(a) Position:
Anchored in Tulagi Harbor.
(e) 0402 S.S. DEL BRAZIL stood outef harbor. Continued salvage work.
(f) No remarks,

(g) No remarks.

. . Nbames—

H.R.Shaw 2/
Commanding. e

/38




----------

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)

(f)
(g)

U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)
December 30,1942,
SECRET
Task Force 62.
Same as before.
None,
Poskition:
Anchored in Tulagi Harbor.

1837 U.S.A.T. WILLARD 8. HOLBROOK stood in and anchored.
Continued salvage operations.

No remerks.

No remarks.

- . Qe

H.R.Shaw -
Commander,U.S .Navy, /"f/
Cormanding. 5



(a)
(v)
(e)
(d)

(e)
(f)
(g)

------------

U.S.S. ALCHIBA (AK23)

December 31, 1942,
SECRET

Task Force 62,

Same as before.

None.

Positlion: ¢
Anchored in Tulagl Harbor.

Continued salvage operations,

No remarks.

No remarks,

H. R. SHAW,
Commander, U.S. Navy,
Commanding.
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