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SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L=42

J. ]U.ﬂy 1942
U.S.S. ALHENA Zone Time plus B;]!
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCES.E. PACIFIC Current Task ForceCQNVQOY BAKER TARE
202
UNIT
(b) OPERATION BAAAY - ORDER # =42
(¢) Changes in above gt Bl ok e
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
Lat 11-35 S 11-46 S 12=-07 S
Long ~136=50 W —37=40 W_ - =
Course and speedj; made good, noon to noon 312 miles
Cs 260 Speed 13 Weather_ Excellent o

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons o

— e o —

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces,

——-2Zugzagglng by day 3 Evagive couregs during night,

(f) Orders and decisions..




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71=42

2 May 1942
U.5.5. ALHENA Zone Time _ping 8334
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE SE—RACIEIC Current Task Forceconvay BA-ER TARE
T 202
(b) OPERATION VEAX = ORDER _# 5-42
(¢) Changes in above | sl o B8 by el o
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
Lat 12=52 S 13-01 S 13=-21 S
Long 141-51 W __ _142-45 W _144-40 W
Course and speed; made good, noon to noon _ __ 306 miles
Cs___256 Speed__ 12,75 Weather Excellent %

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons

- o —

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.

Zigzagging by day,evasive courses at night,
Changed to zone plus 8357 time at 1930 =

— ——

(f) Orders and decisions..




S ECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L=42

3 May 1942

U.S.5. ALHENA Zone Time ping 8:57 .
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCEg _E., PACIFIC Current Task ForceCQNVQOY BAKER TARE

ONIT__ i
(b) OPERATION /HLly = ORDER _ #5.42
(¢) Changes in above 0 W 5 |
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000

Lat 13=51 S 14-01 S 14-23 S

Long J47=20 W __ - -

Tourse and speedj made geod, noon to noon 317 miles

Cs 259 Speed__ 13,1 Weather_Excelleht .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons __

Contacts, operations, information of owvn and enemy forces.,
Zigzageging by day evasive courses at night,

" SOMMELSDYK and NEVILLE left formation in escort of SAMPSON at

b —

1900 and headed south, Set clocks to zone plus X9319 time at 1930

—— —— — — -

(f) Orders and decisions..




S ECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71L=42

U.S5.5. ALHENA Zone Time ping Q¢19
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCEQE PACIFIC Current Task ForceCONEQY BAKER TARE
202
UNIT
(b) OPERATION BIAAN -~ ORDER # _S=d2
(c) Changes in above At =) " Al
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
La¥ 15-00 S 15«10 S 15-00 S
Long 151=45 W —152=30 W —194=03 W
Course and speed; made good, noon to noon _260 miles
Cs 255 Speed_10,.8 Vleather__ Excellent .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons _ _RICHNOND (CL) MUGFORD (DD) AND STANSBURY (
the formation #¥ during forenoon,relieving @ONCORP TRENTON AND

JABRINGTON. _ __ MANQERAN in company with CONCORD TRRNTON and.
WARRTNGTON left the comvey and headed south,
Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces,

~Zilgzagegling by day ., evasive cuurses duting the night.
—Convoy slowed to 10 knots,presumably to allow Neville and SOULNELSDYK 1
—to catech up. Convoy due north of EARA BORA during forenoon. .. |
Set _clocks to zone plus 9335 time at 1930

(f) Orders and decisions..




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L=42

9 May 1942
" (a) MAJOR TASK FORCE_g.E, PACIFIC Current Task ForceCRVOY BAKER TARE
202
UNIT
(b) OPERATION PkiM - ORDER # 5=42 __
(e¢) Changes in above =t N =
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
Lat 15=13 S 15=15 S 15-18 S
Long —156=50 W _ —~157=-43 W _ —-d29=30 W_
Course and speed; made good, noon to noon 305 miles
Cs 269 Speed 12.2. Vleather___ Excellent .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with
reasons ___ NEVIDLE and SOMUELSDYK rejoined at 0001 __
——2igzageging hy day .evasive courses dupring the night,

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.

——aat clocks to zone plusg 1000 time at 1930 B

(f) Orders and decisions..




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L-42

9 _May 1942
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE_g.E., PACIFIC Current Task ForceCNVOY BAKER TARE
202
UNIT
(b) OPERATION Plii - ORDER # 5=42
(¢) Changes in above e . _
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
Lat 15=-13 S 15-15 8 15-13 S
Long ~AO0mS N, 25743 0. 029-
Course and speedj made good, noon to noon ___30% miles
Cs 269 Speed 12,92 Vlieather___ Excellent .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons ___ NEVIDLE and SOMVELSDYK rejolned at OOO1 ___
——2igzagging hy day .evasive courses dupring the night,

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.

Set clocks to zone plug 1000 time at 1930 a

(f) Orders and decisions..




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L=42
6 lMay 1942

U.5.5, ALHENA Zone Time plus 1000 _

(a) MAJOR TASK FORCES.E., PACIFIC Current Task ForceCONVOY BAKER TARE

UNIT__

(b) OPERATION PENW - ORDER it 5=42

(¢) Changes in above

(d) Postion 0800 1200 000
Lat 15=26 W 15=26 W 16-06 W
Long 162-28 W _163-22 W _165-15 W
Course and speed; made good, noon to noon 324 miles
Cs__ 268 Speed__13.5 ileather_Excellent .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with
reasons HONOLULU (CL) plus two DD joined formation at 0800 .

STRAW SECRION( McCAWLEY HEYWOOD FULLER BELLATRIX BRABTAGI AND
plus HUNUIULT and two DD left Iormation headed west.

Contacts, operations, information of ovm and enemy forces.
Set course for TONGATABU at 1400 after Straw Section had‘glearad the

formation. Zigggggiqg_ during high visibility periods both day and
night., Set clocks to zone plus 10320 time at 1930

— g— el b — ——

- — -

(f) Orders and decisions..




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L=42

—7 May 1942
UsSeS+ ALHENA Zone Time plus-10420
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCES,E.PACIFIC _ Current Task Force Convoy Baker Tare
202
UNIT _
(b) OPERATION PV - ORDER #5=-42
(c) Changes in above e - e
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000

Lat 17-24 8 17-51 S 18=55 S
Long ~162=51 W ._”lﬁgzéﬁ_ﬂ_ —lZ0e=43 W

Course and speedj made good, noon to noon _24¥9// 343 miles
Cs 245 Speed 14.3 Wleather__ Excellcont .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons N

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.,

——Zigzageging by day,evasive courses by night
———uet clocks te zone plus 10350 time at 1900

— — o —

(f) Orders and decisions..




S ECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71L=42

8 Nay 1.94.2

(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE S.E. PACIFIC current Task Force CONVOY BAKER TARE

UNIT 202

(b) OPERATION V¥ - ORDER # 5=42

(e) Changes in above

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
Lat 20=12 S 20-40 S Nukualofa Harbor
Long —az3=l8 N, 1%4=14 N
Course and speedj; made good, noon to noon ___360 miles
Cs 242 Speed 1% Wleather Excellent s

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with
In order to make good 15 knobs convoy zigzagged at 16 while

Iﬁﬁﬁﬂ#ﬁyBABHEII_:&%_&E_QQE;QQQ_QEEed on base course. Elimination of BA
BARNETT andVANOERN from convoy would have saved about six days on the
tzig_g_jngwgggigglggg_g er 100 sghip-days at sea lost, Also the

fast section could have arrived and been well on 1ts way tO being
CAEALNA Y/ ﬁﬁMﬁMdMﬁ#MﬂﬁiAﬁfﬁﬁﬁiAﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ//fd?@@d(
discharged by the time that the others arrived,

E USS DOBBIN present in harbor when escort( RICHMOND
CAPT.gﬁg%ﬁ%%ﬁG%%g5‘%HH‘EEIFEIEGET“"EEH‘Eaﬁvoy(BKRNETTTNEVIEEE;EEBIUT&,
AMEBIQAE"LEglgﬂﬁ%H%%i%§,ALHENA ALGORAB,BETELGUESE, and the Dutch ships
SOMMELSDYK an arrived. last of ships anchoréd artér sunset,
having been piloted in through the LAHI (NORTH)CHANNEL by officers and
chiefs from ghe FIN nad SEEICE.Channél bouyed and wire dragged to

40 feet,Good anchorage,excellent harborpoor landing facilities.

(f) Orders and decisions..




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L-42

9 May 1942

U.S.S. ALHENA Zone Time __plus 10350

(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE_S,E.,PACIFIC _Current Task ForceCONVOY BAKER TARE

202
UNIT

(b) OPERATION MAMY - ORDER #_5=42

(¢) Changes in above _ Ships grasent as before. At 0900 USSGRIDLEY AND

RIGFL STOOD IN TOHarbor. At 1 an stood out again.
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
NUKUALOFA HARBOR S
Course and speed; made good, noon to noon miles
Cs Speed Weather EXCELLENT .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

Iigﬁﬁﬁﬁ¥.__Hn1atad4uut_all_hnata_during_£nnannnn__luuestigatad;landing
facilities., The one dock 1s cement on cement piling, It lies at edge

of _coral reef fringing tha shar: : a
mole or jetty of coral rock some siﬁgs feet wide.,Face of dock is

/9P /R /SRTRY /R IVIFF  /
200 feet long and parallel to the reef. Dock 1s about forty feet wide
with_a_small storehouse on it. Minimum depth at low tide is at western
end of dock = 20 feet,water deepens rapidlyaway from dock, A coral
xauseway or J constructed some east of the dock
from the shore to deep wager at the edge of the reef, Ships boats

can_unload here.
of the Mine Depot some 3/4 of a mile further east. In the south eastern

end of the harbor a channel o hours
after high tide for tank lighters or smaller boats ,leads to a sand K¢

(£ ) OhashY Y Ao s. . beach which can be reached by read. One other

sand beach near first causeway( called YELLOW CAUSEWAY) can be used

for about an hour before and after high tide. Shifted berth to dock at
1200 and commenced unloading from #4 and #5 holds(Others cannot be
worked because dock is too short) Ships boats unloading Dutch ships.
Transports unloading men and equipement to YELLOW causeway via their
beats., ALHENA picked as first to go alongside bacause of large number
of trucks on board and consequent light draft. Unloading to continue

24 hours a day till all trucks are out. /2>



SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71L=42

10 - 140 yay 1942

U.S.5. ALHENA Zone Time plus 103950
(a) IMMAJOR TASK FORCEg,.E. PACIFIC Current Task Force CONVOY BAKER_ TARE
202
UNIT_

(b) OPERATION PRAM/= ORDER __ # 5=42

(c) Changes in above Ch&ngeg_-to Zone minus 12.32 time at 1700.

Date changgd to 11 May

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
NUKUALOFA HARBOR

Course and speed; made good, noon to noon miles

Cs Speed Weather N

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.

Continued working after holds. Crew operating winches and slings,

A furnishing stevedores in holds and on dock. Work progressin

rap%aiy . At noon shifted aft and started working frorward holds. Con=

siderable material and eguipement must be worked out to get at trucks

which ag;'ibcagia Ehrou%ﬁou at olds 'zzfﬁ_égnegﬁl(cargz i? and

around them, Ship is not combat loaded. Ships boats g H ns

tank lighters, ggins ramp boat and 6 Higgins suri boats) are

working Duteh ships. Transports continue unloading to YELLOW sauseway

using %heir own boats.

(f) Orders and decisions..

Must leave dock at 0600 tomorrow in order to Ilet ELLIOTT alongside.
BLTTOTT and NEVILLE must leave as soon as possible for JINGTSN

where the; will goin thelr division for training. This ship has been
assigned to the Seco vision ol the Amphiblous Force,Pacilic,to
report when thils operation is completed. Will be akout 2/3 unloaded
by volumé and 1/2 half by displacement when we leave dock. /




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L=42

12 May 1942
U.S.S5. ALHEITA Zone Time _minus 12.32
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE_§,E.PACIFIC _Current Task ForceGQNVOY BAKER TARE
202

UNIT _
(b) OPERATION PLAN/ = ORDER #_9=42_
(c) Changes in above T o
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000

NUKUALUFA HARBOR
Course and speed; made good, noon to noon miles
Cs Speed Wleather .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

Treasons At 1330 _USS RAMAPO stood in and anchored.

- o —

Contactg, operations, information of own and enemy forces.
At 0600 completsd unloading trucks,left the dock and anchored
in berth previously =ssigned.Discontinued unloading and sent all boats
to unloa teh ships. Crew wnet to PANGIANOTU I or recreation 3
one_section in the morning and one section in the afternoon. USS ELLIOTT

went alongside dock to unload.

(f) Orders and decilsions..

/R



SECRET Ref': Lantfleet Letter 71L-42

13 May 1942
U.S.S. ALHENA Zone Time minus 12,32
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCES.E. PACIFIC Current Task FOP@BCONV0¥2EAKER TARE
P~
UNIT
(b) OPERATION PLAX/- ORDER # 5=42

———

(¢) Changes in above _ At 0900 USS MUGFORD STOOD OUT for patrol duty.
At 1400 MUGFORD stood in and USS SELFRIDGE stood out for patrol.

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
NUKUALOFA HARBOR.

Course and speedj; made good, noon to noon miles

Cs Speed fleather .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons

— -

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.

Unloading cargo via ships boats. Working from two hours before
hightite—ttTT—twohours—after-high—tide—withboats—tanding-at———
BEACON DOG(South east end of harbor) During the remainder of the day
all—bvorty—tamtingcargo—from Duteir ships—at-YELTOW- CAUSEWAY . —Puthir
ships have numerous sectional pontoons similar to the one tested by

taken ashore but 1t is a slow job -Assembly-is'complicated and parts
are~Tot—stowedt—so—thatthey =wre—easiiy—=accessibies

(f) Orders and decisions..

7’3




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L-42
14 May 1942

UeSefe ALHENA Zone Time minus 12,32
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE S.E.PACIFIC Current Task ForceCONVOY BA KER TARE
2uZ
UNIT
(b) OPERATION PLAN « ORDER #5=42

(e¢) Changes in above

At 0630 USS SELFRIDGE stood Ir/dAd/AA£Mdréd. out.

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
NUKUALOFA HARBOR

Course and speed; made good, noon to noon miles

Cs Speed Weather .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons g

| — e —

Contacts, operations, informatlion of own and enemy forces.
Continued unloading at high tide. Ships boats working Dutch ships

at other times. 48 troops remained on board to act as stevedores.

S —

—— —— —

-

(f) Orders and decisions..




S BECRET Ref: Lantflect Letter 7L=42

15 May 1942
U.5.5., ALHENA Zone Time minus 12,32
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE S.E.PACTFIC Current Task Forcd0NVOY BAKER TARE
20

UNIT_
(b) OPERATION PLAN = ORDER #5=42
(e¢) Changes in above - -
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000

Course and speedj; made good, noon to noon miles

Cs Speed Weather .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons L

USS ALMAACK went alongside dock to commence unloading,
after the ErLTIOTT had-anchored Inmthe harbor agaim.

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.

Unloading via ships boats at high tide. Boats working Dutech ships
remimder-of—the—aday. “rorencon tNa ToTIswIng snips or the
us Navy stood in and ahchored: YORKTOWN PORTLAND CHESTER AYLWIN RUSSELL
MORRISANDERSON =md “HAMMAN . —In the artemoon tha USS ASTORIZ and
SELFRIDGE stood in and anchored.

(f) Orders and decisions..




o G RET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71~-42
16 May 1942
UsSaS, ALHENA Zone Time _minus 12,32
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE_S.E. PACIFIC Current Task ForceCONVOY PAKER TARE
' . <VUc

UNIT "
(b) OPERATION PLAN ~ ORDER __# 5=42 )
(c) Changes in above e T R sl w1
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000

NUKUALOFA HARBOR 2
Course and speed; made good, noen to noon : miles
Cs ' Speed Weather b

ax - —

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with
At 0800 USS SELFRIDGE stood in and anchored. During the

reaso%g
fo renoon mem
cruiser) USS HUNTER LIGGETT JOHN D.FOHDAND JOHN D DWARDS3 The Dutch

ship MARRSUYCKR &angd the Americyy SSPHITT TP TIVINGSTONE . At 1300 the
Uss Mﬁ&@@ﬁptéNDOEé?§§¥bﬁ§?°!n?Br&H@iBB°B?r8§n and enemy forces.

Continued unloadinfg at high tide = working the Duteh ships

during the rest of the day.

—— — —

(f) Orders and decisions..




L

SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L=42
17 May 1942
U.S.S. ALHENA Zone Time minus 12,32
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE S.E. PACIFIC cCurrent Task Force CONVOY BAKER TARE
UNIT _ a
(b) OPERATION PLAN - ORDER #_5-42

(c) Changes in above . -

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
Course and speed; made good, noon to noon miles
Cs Speed Weather v

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

At 0845 the USS RAMAPO stood out.At 0930 the Dutech ship
™Te~Uss™

TITSDARE 0 “mtwstrg—si v 5T—eonvoy)—stooa- i ana-Trenored

ALMAACK left the dock to permit the PHILLIP LIVINGSTONE TO GO alonde-
side aMm UM Tad EETOPIANSE ENG BanipemeNt T At 1650t S “KANTMBTA™

stood@Wkets, operations, information of owvn and enemy forces.

(f) Orders and decisions..

/7



SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71=42
18 M;Y 1942
UsS.S. ALHENA Zone Time Mminus 12,32
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCES.E. PACIFIC current Task Force COWOgﬁLéAKER TARE
UNIT_
(b) OPERATION PLAN = ORDER #5-42

(c¢) Changes in above

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
Course and speedj; made good, noon to noon miles
Cs Speed Weather .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with
reasons During the forenoon the USS J.D.FORD,J.D.EDWARDS dAAd/Lhé

KANAWAR stood out. In the afternoon the MUGFORD AND MONTGOMERY stood
The-KANAWAH-stood—im—at—noon-and —started—Pfueting -the—crutsers:—

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.
Started unloading the ship throughout the day using both the YELLOW

CAUSEWAY and the beach at BEEACON DOG,the transports having completed

unloading.

—— e —— e ——

-

(f) Orders and decisions..

in.

/4




S ECRET Ref: Lantfleet lLetter 71=42
19 May 1942
U.S.S. ALHENA Zone Time ninus 12,32
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE_g_g_ paAcIEIC Current Task Force CONVOY BAKER TARE
202

UNIT
(b) OPERATION PLAN « ORDER #5=42
(e) Changes in above
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000

NUKUALOFA HARBOR
Course and speed; made good, nooen to noon _______ miles

Cs Speed —eather .

——————r — n—

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with
During the forenoon the USS MUGFORD BAGLEY RUSSELL and

reasons mw&mm%ﬂﬂm
stood in. During the afternoon the USS YORKTOWN ASTORIA R
0
Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.
—Gontioued ynleoading by boat. - - =
(f) Orders and decisions..
)
i AT T e T Rl Wl gl i - D it




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71-42
20 May 1942

U.S.S+ ALHENA Zone Time _minus 12.32

(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE 8.E. PACIFIC Current Task Forcqum%‘;g_ﬁﬁ_ME

UMIT

(b) OPERATION PLAN = ORDER H_9=42

(¢) Changes in above

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
NUKUALOFA HARBOR __
Course and speed; made good, noon to noon __ miles
Cs Speed Jleather .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons At 0600 the USS SELFRIDGE DOBBIN nad KASKASKIA

sgggg gutEThe SS_PHILLIP LIVINGSTON completed unloading and left
the dock USS AILMAACK went alondside to complete unloading.

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces,

Continued unloading via ships boats.

(f) Orders and decisions..




SECRET Ref': Lantfleet Letter 71-42
21 May 1942
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCEgG.R. PACIFIC Current Task Force CONVOY BAKER TARE
202
UNIT_

(b) OPERATION PLAN = ORDER # 542

(e¢) Changes in above

- - —

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
NUKUALOFA HARBOR

Course and speed; made good, noon to noon miles

Cs Speed fleather .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with
At 0815 USS KASKAIA JOHN D, FORD and JOHN D, EDWARDS

reasons _gtood out to sea, At 0845 the USS _GRIDLEY and
TIPPECANOE stood fn and anchored,

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.

Continued unloading cargo via boats to beaches and causeway.

—— e —

——

(f) Orders and decisions..




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L-42

22 Nay 1942

U.S.S. ALHENA Zone Time minus 12332

(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE_S.E.PACIFIC cCurrent Task Force CONVOY BAKER TARE

202
UNIT

(b) OPERATION PAAS/ - ORDER # 5=42

(c)

(a)

(e)

(f)

Changes in above

Postion 0800 1200 2000
NUKUALOFA HARBOR TONGA ISLANDS

Course and speedj; made good, noon to noon miles

Cs Speed Weather .

Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons USS ALHENA and ALMAACK reported to CINCPAE_and COMPHIBFOR

PAC for duty in DIV TWO of the PACIFIC AM!/HIBIOUS FORCE in
—arrordnmee with—instroctio

ns from OPNAYS
Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.
USS ALMAACK and ALHENA compleyed unloading. ALMAACK left the dock

at 1700 and anchored in the harbor. ALHENA holsting boats,securing

booms and hatches ete.in preparation for getting underway.

— — —

- —

Orders and decisions..

A




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71-42
23 lay 1942

U.S.S. ALHENA Zone Time minus 12332

(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE PACIFIC FLEETCurrent Tasl: ForceAlPHIBFOR

UNIT _ DIV _TWO

(b) OPERATION PRA®?% ORDER _CINCPAC DESPATCH 222250 of May '42

(c) Changes in above

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
NUKUALOFA HARBOR,TONGATABU,TONGA ISLANDS.

Course and speed; made good, noon to noon miles

Cs Speed Jleather .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces,

Continued pre parations for sea.

(f) Orders and decisions..
CINCPAC DESPATCH 222250 (May) directed ALHENA,and ALMAACK to

proceed to SAN DIEGO via a specified route and speed and upon arriva
to report to COMAMPHIBFORPAC for duty in TRANSDIV TWO. Despatch recei

ved at about 1500 local time. Departure set fob 0700 24th to
collect passengers and mail. ;28




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71-42
24 = 23 Nay 1942
U.S.5. ALHENA Zone Timemdnu3_12432 plus-11
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE_pacrprc prggrCurrent Task Force pupHIBEOR
UNIT_ qRANSDIV. TWO

(b) OPERATION Pfddo=- ORDER _ oINCPAC. DESPATCH 222250 (May)

—

(¢) Changes in above

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000

LEAVING NUKALOFA  SOUTHWARD OF 20=53 S
—HARBOR. ——EVII TSLAND _173=04 W __

Course and speedj; made good, nonn to noon miles

Cs Speed Weather .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons _ _Steaming astern of AIMAACK at 15 knois. under escort of
USS BAGLEY -

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.

AY

chmd_ﬁwnﬂ_ via LAHI CHANNEL ( underway at 0700) and
stood to the southward around TONGATABU ISLAND . Escort turned back
at 1000, Increased speed to 16 knots and commenced zigzagelng on.

prescribed base course. At 1100 set clock
and changed date to 23 May. Ceased ZZ at 2110

(f) Orders and decisions..

PRI TR r v 1



SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71L=42
24 May

1942
U.S.5. ALHENA Zone Time __ plus 11
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCEPACIFIC FLEET Current Task Force AMPHIBFOR
UNIT__ _TRANSDIV TWO
(b) OPERATION M2Q? - ORDER CINCPAC DESPATCH 222250 (lay)
(c) Changes in above N -
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
LAT 19-57 § 19«40 S 18-53 S
LONG 169=50W_._. = J168= 16Z=11 W __
Course and speedj; made good, noon to noon 370 miles
Cs 072 Speed 15.4 Weather__ _Excellent .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and compesition with

reasons -

— e —

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.,

———2igzagging by da y and during bright moonlight .
—This shin has four fifty calibre machine guns and eight 30 calibres.
—ALVAACK has ope 3", four # 3" and some fifties.
We salso carry a full assortment of rifles and pistols.

(f) Orders and decisions..




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet lLetter 71=42

25 May 1942
U.S.S. ALHENA Zone Time _plus 10-29_ .

(a) MAJOR TASK FORCEPACIFIC FLRET Current Tasl Force AMPHIBFOR _ __
UNIT_TRANSDIV TWQ

(b) OPERATION?BRAN = ORDER __ CINGPAC DESIATCH 222250 (May)

(c) Changes in above

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
LAT 17=07 S 16=33 W 15«27 S
Long 164-35 W 163-44 W 162-12 W
Course and speed; made good, noon to noon 347 miles
Cs_058 Speed 14.4 fleather Excellent ;

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons __

Set clocks to zone plus 10 time at 1700

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.

Z igzageging by day and during bright moonlight, N

— - — — o

(f) Orders and decisions..

76



S ECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71L-42
26 _May 1942

U.S.S, ALHENA Zone Time _plug 10

(a) MAJOR TASK FORCEpACIEIC ELEET Current Task Force _AMPHIRFOR
UNIT _ TRANSDIV.TWO

(b) OPERATION Rigg% - ORDER ___CICPAC DESPATCH 222250 (May)

(e¢) Changes in above

(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
Lat 13-43 S 13-07 S 11-58 8
Long 159=47 W _J.Ea_EEJL- —dBZ=g3 N
Course and speedj; made good, noon to noon 345 miles
Cs 053 Speed 144 Vleather___ _Excellent .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons

Set clockd to zne plus 09=40 time at 1700

—— — o —

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.

—--2Zlgzagging by day end during brieght moonlight, =

- ——

(f) Orders and decisions..




SECRET Ref: Lantfleet Letter 7L-42
27 Nay 1942
U.S.S5. ALHENA Zone Time plus 09=40
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCEPACIFIC FLEEY Current Task Force _ AMPHIBFOR
UNIT _____ TRANSDIV TWO

(h) OPERATION PRRN - ORDER CINCPAC DESPATCH 222250 (May)

(e) Changes in above

(d) Postion 0800 1200 000
LAT 9=33 S 08-41 S 06-57 S
LONG 155=-22 W 154f§9 W l§3-21 W
Course and speed; made good, noon to noon 370 miles
Cs 044 Speed 15.4 Yeather Excellent .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons Ceased zigzagging having cleared the bottleneck
passageway north 'o'T_‘Eh“Ee m%mgm creased speed tO I7 RMOTE TO make

good 15 along track. Ships are light and head winds north of the
equator will Hold US uUp. ALSO NEArly all CcUrremt will be againstrus.

Contacts, operations, information of own and enemy forces.
Took station 15 degre~s on the starboard quarter of ALMAGCK

to clear her screw current, lanning the four 50 calibre gund

from an hour before sunrise till sunrise then securing two of them.

AA and QKM lookouts posted continuously.

(f) Orders and decisions..

Changed to zone plug 09=20 time at 1700 _ ]

28
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Ref: Lantfleet Letter
7L=4.2

SECRET

UeS eSS e ALHENA
DATE 28 May 1942 29 lay 1942 30 May 1942 31 May 1942

ZONE TIME plus 09-20 plus 09-00 plus 08-40 plus 08=25
CHANGED AT
1700 TO plus 09=00 plus 08=-40 plus 08=25 plus 08=10
0800
LATITUDE 04=-22 8 00=33 N 05=29 N 10-32 N
LONGITUDE 151=-25 W 147=27 W 143=41 W 140=01 W
- 1200
LATITUDE 03-31 8 0l-28 N 06=22 N 11=-17 N
LONGITUDE 150=42 W 146=46 W 143=00 W 139=22 W
2000
LATITUDE 01=58 g 03=07 I 08=-00 N 12-38 N
LONGITUDE 149=27 W 14-5=44 VI 141=44 V| 138=01 W
NOON TO NOON
COURSE 038 038 037 037
RUN 389 381 372 367
SPEED 16 .4 16 1545 1545
WEATHER Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent
COMMENTS After crossing the equator picked up the NE trades

blowing quite freshly, Ships beilng light, are
making leeway and losing speed. Trimmed &own by
the bow to keep from pounding. Had to increase
speed one turn to hold position, as a result,We
are making turns for 17 knots (% turns equals one

knot, roughly). |
Draft Forward Draft Aft

Leaving NUKUALOFA 7t 101 21" 06"
After trimming gr 11w 20' o2"

As a result of our drag we are making turns for
from four to seven tenths of a knot less than the
ALINAACK,

Turned over all spare G.3.K., canteen and small
stores, with surplus food, to ships in harbor before
leaving. Kept sufficient for six weeks cruise on

board, 52: f‘.
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CONFIDENTTIAL

DATE 1l June 1942
ZONE TIME plus 08-10
CHANGED AT
1700 TO plus 07=50
0800
LATITUDE 14-48 N
LONGITUDE 135=-57 W
. 1200
LATITUDE 15=3 O N
LONGITUDE 135-05 W
2 000
LATITUDE 16=55 N
LONGITUDE 133=3 7 W
NOON TO NOON
COURSE 045
RUN 358
SPEED 15.0
WEATHER Excellent ¢
COMMENTS

UsSs ALHENA
2 June 1942 3 June 1942

plus 07-50
plus 07=30

19-05 N
131-10 W

19-53 N
136-24 W

21=20 N
128-52 W

046

377
15.7

Ref; Lantfleet Ltr.7L=42

plus 07-~30
plus 07-}5

23-39 N
126=42 W

043
360
15.0

4 June 1942
plus 07-15

plus 07=00

27-50 N
122=-21 W

28-16 N
121-37 W

29-10 N
120-37 W

043

335
14.0

Excellant,with passing showers

Received notice from Com 11 that a destroyer escort would

meet us 165 miles south west of San Diego at 0600 on 5 June, On 3
June slowed to 16 knots and started zigzagging during daylight. On
4 June,being some 60 miles ahead of schedule,slowed to 12 knots
and continued zigzag. At 1000 4 June sighted a strange vessel bear-
ing 330 over the horizon. Looked like a destroyer. Ma nned all
four .50 calibre guns and the Lyle(line-throwing)cannon. Vessel
identified as fishing boat "NORMANDIE",600 tons,of San Diego.

- At 1200 sighted a lone flytng boat bearing south. Went to general
quarters .Plane identified as friendly Catalina on patrol,wkimk
@ircled us two or three times and made off to the northward.

Enroute TONGATABU to SAN DIEGO in company with USS ALMAACK. 8hips
unescorted and light with no ballast,




CDNFIDENTIAL Ref: Lantfleet Letter 71=42

5 _June 1942
U.S.S. ALHENA Zone Time _plus 7
(a) MAJOR TASK FORCE_Amphibfor Pac Current Task Force
UNIT _
(b) OPERATION PLAN = ORDER Cincpac 222250/May
(c) Changes in above B
(d) Postion 0800 1200 2000
Lat 30-49¥N 31 =50 N
Long 118-53 W 118= 15 W ~
Course and speed; made good, noon to noon 270 miles
Cs___ 38 Speed___11.3  Veather Overcast .

(e) Changes in disposition, formation and composition with

reasons At 034; increased speed from 11 to 16 knots . Escort
not being sighted 1ald course Ior San DIsgy mmtromtinued =t -this—speed.

At 0745 sipghted—friendliy-patreol -plane ———— e

Contacts, operations, informati o ’
At 1630 hpve’tg% offmSan’Diego w 13% e Eo%%pa%ﬁﬁt%%§9¥1£3 C&bdard.

He had orders to put ship alongside"B" Street dock. All boats docking
are place ow to stream 1n order to racilttate clearing—the-harbor
in cage of a raid. Ship secured at 1800. Made arrangements for fuel
and provisions . Reported by phnong to captmin Brotstedts—(PiviEomdr.)
off Marine Base).No repairs required,ship ready for sea upon
receipt of fuel and sfﬁfﬁsj PI&ced on 48 nours notive amt—toid—to—
progecd with boiler cleaning on that basis. Made arrangements for

(f) Orders and decisions..
necessary calls in the morning and gave estimate of five days to load

if ggzgg could be supplied in order of stowage requyired,Grante@ over-
night liberty and se m-Tome rdew--
fenge_plans,Ready to get underway with one boiler on two hours notice.

o,

=
N



Ref; LantRleet Ltr.7L-42.
CONFIDENTI AL

U S S ALHENA

6 June 1942.

Moored port side to "B" Street pier,San Diego, Calif, Taking on
fuel and stores . Called on Commander Amphibious Force Pacific Fleet,
and reported for duty. Com mander Transports Amphibious Force (also
Com Trans Div Two) was present and took my report at the same time.
Vessel 1s to be partlally loaded and may participate in scheduled
exercises off La Jolla next week. To continue boiler cleaning on a
48 hour ready status,

7 June,
Moored a s before, Cleaning one boiler; other machinery ready to
get underway on two hours notice. Loading stores. Planning the load-

ing of Marine cargo.

8 June.

Moored as before. Loading stores . Marine equipement started
coming aboard slowly durtng the afternoon.Ship will participate in
the landing emercises only to the extent of furnishing tank lighters,
Work 1s to be started on mounting a breadside gun aft, No definate
avai%ibility set but work to progress on a basis of "do what you can
now.

9 June.,
VMoored as before .loadling stores and Marine equipement. Finished

one boiler and started the othe r. Approved plans for after gun plat-
form, Workmen and material came aboard in the afternoon. No 5" gun
avallable ,but a 4" can be stolen from the Santa Barbara armory.
(Platform %einf built for a five however)It now seems that some 20mm
guns are avallable and a request has gone into the Bureau for allo-
cation of eight to this vessel.

10 June.

Moored as before.Loading of Marine equipement proceeding slowly.
work progressing on after gun platform . Plans approved for 20mm
layout. Apparently we are to be here longer than was at first an-
ticipated as they now talk of mounting the three inch guns.

11 June.

Moored as before. Loading of Marine equipement nearly at a stand -
still.A truck comes down every hour cr so., Tank lighters will go out
this evening to participate in the landing exercises tomorrow and
Saturday. Nothing definate on the 3" yet,though plans have been
drawn up in anticipation. Work progressing on 4" platform and bridge

20mm layout,

12 June, Ship will go to Destroyer Base Monday where work will start
on the forward platform ofr the 3" .4" and 20mm work being done by

civilian workmen under contraect.No more work 1s being laid out than
can be completed in next 72 hours as far as the 20mm guns is concerned,

Y-




Ref3; Lantfleet Ltr.7L=-42

CONFIDENTIAL
U B85S ALHENA

12 June(cont.)
I do not wish to be sent to sea without any AA protection. The 4" gun

will require at least two more weeks to complete in it's entirety
though gun may be mounted in less time than that.

13 June

Moored as before, Boller cleaning completed. lMarine equipement
still dribbling in .Tank lighters returned from landing operations.
Turned in all but two landing boats to the Destroyer Base and recelved
15 new ramp boats with approgriate spares., Sent crews out to practise
landings on North Beach, North Island.Ruined two propellars.

14 June.
Moored as before. Work progressing on 4" and 20 mm installations.

15 June.

Shifted berth to the Destroyer Base. Called on Commanding Officer.
Dase workmen started on forward 3" gun platforms. Guns not yet assigned.
Have approved plans for after 3" platforms and 20fm layout. Vork still
being done on the basis of "nail down what you can in the next 72
hours", Starboard 20mm bridge guns far enough along to warrant re-
moving port .50 calibre guns and work has started on enlarzing those
shields to take the 20mm guns. Boat crrws training outside.

16 June,
Moored at the Destroyer Base. Work now progressing forward aft

and amidships.Ammunition ordered for the 4" and 3" guns. 20mm
ammunition on board.Work also started on a temporary 4" magazine
aft, Boat crews training outside.

17 June.
Mopred as before.Ship has been placed on 24 hours notice again.

Work being rushed on securing the 4" gun in place. No splinter shields
have yet arrived. Starboard 2-mm shields tacked in place and guns
secured. .50 calibre guns are being retained for location on boat
deck 1f necessary. 4" ammunition received . No definate salling orders
yet but presumed to be noon tomorrow, Last minute llarine equipement
coming with a rush. Ship 1s about one half loaded by weight,about

two thirds by wvolume.

18 June.
Moored as before. Salling orders cancelled. lMarines unloading

some of their gear. Troops ordered to leave the ship but orders can-
celled, Work going ahead og all gun platforms and the 3" and 20mm
platform aft started. This is an extension of the 4" platform but
the work 1s under contract to another firm to expedite construection.

Confusion is rampant,

19 June,
Re-loading the Marine equipement which was taken off yesterday,



RefjLantfleet.Ltr. 7L-42
CONFIDENTTIAL
U S S ALHENA

20 June.

Moored at the Destroyer Bpse,San Diego.Partially loaded with
Marine equipement on a convoy basis. Work in progress as follows;
Forward; Platform for two 3" guns on forecastle - work by Base crew.
Bridge j; Enlargement of .50 calibre shields to take 20mm guns and
installation of guns - contract work by Standard Iron Works
of San Diego.

Installation of 4" platform on fantail - work by Standard
Iron Works of San Dgego.

Installation of 3" and 20mm platform ( extension forward
of 4" platform) - work by National Iron Works of San Diego.
Converting Navigators storeroom to a 4" magazine - work by
the Standard Iron Works.

Work is stilll proceeding on a catech as can basis as ship is now on
72 hours notice. The 3" gnns have now been allocated by the Bureau,

21 June.
Moored as tefore . Work progressing slowly.

ATt

22 June,
Moored as before. Work going ahZead satisfactorily. Boat crews
training outside. Fewer propellars being broken.,

23 June,
Moored as before. Crews training outside. Work progressing.

24 June,

Moored as before. Crews training outside. Work progressing.
Rumors of more Marine heavy equipement to come on board. Lower hold #3
willl have to be broken out and restowed if this is true.

25 June,

Moored as before., Crews training outside. Work progressing.
Cannot get confirmation or denial of more equipement. Have ordered
an extra months provisions and 300 drums of gas as I hate to see so
mufgech cargo space going to waste, Can use this anywhere we go.

26 JUune,
Mooered as before. Three inch s and shields mounted forward.

All 20mm gung mounted amidships(4). Prefabricated platforms for 3"
and 20mm being welded down aft. 4” gun secured and shield tacked in
place, 3" ammunition not yet received., Has been shipped from lare
Tsland but 1s lost enroute,Conference of skippers to discuss tactics
1f ships should be orderd out over week end.All boats placed on 48
hours notice again. Division Tommander(Comtransports)will not go .

Captain Kiland (Crescent City)to be Convoy Commodore.



Refi;Lantfleet Ltr. 7L=-42

CONFIDENT TA LU 8 § ALHENA

27 June,
Moored as before. 3" job forward finiBhed.Welding continues on
4" 3" and 20mm platform aft. 20mm bridge job nearly done, 3" amm-
uni%ion still losh between here and Mare Island. Securing .50 cal.
¢guns on four corners of boat deck as additional protection in case
" do not pan out. Splinter shields for after 3" and 20mm guns not
¥Et received. # 4" magazine completed and 4" platform should be done
omorrow,

28 June.

Moored as before. Welders working on strengthening #3 hateh boards
to carry tanks while they are waiting for splinter shields aft.
Received word about 2000 that ship would sail the 30th.,

29 June .

Moored as before. Heavy Marine qquipement pouring in. Breaking
out lower 3# hold and restowing it to take the amphibious tanks.
Late this afternoon received word that ship is to fill up with gas=
oliney before sailing. Welding still going on but mostly on fantail
while loading of gas will be forward. Obtained permission to stay
alongside till 0600 1 JUly to finish as mueh work as possible .,

30 July.

Moored as before. Splinter shields received. Securing straight
sections and rolling curved sections. Hatch boards finished. 20mm
secured aft, 3" aft landed and temporarily secured. Have secured
the last two of the allowed 20mm guns and am locating them on the
forecastle wings,port and starboard. Worked till midnight loading
six heavy trucks,eleven amphibious tanks and 1500 drums of gasoline.
Could have taken more if time permitted but had to knock off and start
hoisting boats, Hatches secured and twenty landing boats hoisted on
deck at 0530 Wednesday morning. Straight sections of splinter shield
secured aft. Curved sections not received in time. 3" ammunition
still lost. Have requested that it be sent on when it arrives.

Have no operation nor sortie orders., Operating under verbal orders
to Jjoin CRESCENT CITY,PRESIDENT ADAMS,PRESIDENT JACKSON and PREBIDENT
HAYES as convoy,under escort of TASK FORCE EIGHTEEN bound for the
South West Pacific. Only known rendezvous Lat 00 - 00 Long 155-=00 W.
Conference of Convoy captains this nagsn”: to discuss final tactical
plans,signals,conditions of readlness ete, Operati-ns officers of
ComTask For 1é gave us rough sketches of proposed formations to be
used. Mr. Higgins (of Higgins Industries = surf boats ) sat in on
conference for a short while and verbally outlined some quite
extensive alterations proposed to make the boats safe for use on
coral beaches. Trying to get 6500 board feet of 1x12 oak before

salling!
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U 8 8 ALI'ENA

1 Tuly 1942,

Moored at the Tegtroyer "ase,San NMego,Cal, z2scuring hatches and
boats for sea, and working on the Iinstallation of the ships guns,
At 0600 the workmen left the ship and tugs worked the ship into the
stroam, At 0645 dropred the pllot and stood out to sea in secordance
with verbal orders from Cor ander Transports Amphilbious Force
Pacific Flert %o join the conwvey consisting of USS CRESCENT CT%Y
USS PRTOTDPNT ADAIS,USS PR SIDFNT JACKSON apa USS PRESIDVNT iAYeS,
This convoy,Captain ¥Yiland USN,Convoy Commander, is under verbal
orders to sail for Bhe “outh West Pacifie under escort of Tagk Force
Fighteen composed (for this operation) of the USS WATP,USS SAN JUAN,
USE OUTNCRY, U-S STARETT,USS FARENHOLT,USS WI1SON,USS RUGHA'NOL,
USEAARON YARD and,yss STACK and UsS LafG.

Convoy formed off the sea b uy at 1000 and under escort of the
ATARFTT,WTI S0ON,FARFYHOLT AND BUCHA' NON stood to sea for a rendegvous
viththe remein{ng vessels of Task Force Tighteen at 1800, 7iszagzging
vwas cormencad after clearing the swept channel and continued after
the reavy ships of the Frree had taken thelr station in crulsing
form=tion,

Yo operation order received - no destination givens All shins
of Co voy furnighed with a slretech of the crulsing formations to be
used and cop’‘es of Com Task For Sixteen's Cruising,Cperating and
Communication Tnstruetions whieh are Lefnz used by Tesk For “ighteaen,

Spent the aft-rnoon in ecleaning ship,stationing and training
gun crews on the new gune (all gotns net’ and in carrying out ene
erpency Jrills,

Veather cold and overesst vwith necazional fog., Sea smooth, SpeedlS.

Woon rosition lat 32«26 N Tong 117-53 W,

€hip 18 convoy loaded ,prineipalily with gesollne in drume
vehielss,ambhibious tenks and lahding boates= 2 Tare,15 Tere Hoger,
3 ¥lliam "ove end 1) Zed Afirm,

Eplinter shields on the after 3" gung were not completed nor
did any of the 3" emrunitior arrive from lMere Iisland prior to salling,
Ships force is completing the sceuring of the 3" ineh puns aft and
211l rozfly boxes. A welding raechine would come in handy,

"raft forverd 20',aft 21'3%,(Draft to Plimsoll mark is 27',)
€hip seven months out of doek and fouled from three weeks in
San Diego during the growlng season of the loea 1 sea worns.,

Zone Plug 7 time in use, 200 positions

Tat 31=-48 N
Tongllo-48 W




Reference;
Pacflt Letter 1lL-42
CONFIDENTIAL

U S S ALHENA
DATE 2 JULY 1942 3 JULY 1942 4JULY 1942 5 JULY 1942
ZONE TIME plus 07 plus 07 plus 07 plus 07-=30
CHANGED AT plus 07-30 plus 08
2230 TO
0800
LATITUDE 29«41 N 26-06 N 22=17 N 17=48 N
LONGITUDE 122«15 W 126=36 W 131-17 W 134=19 W
1200
LATITUDE 29«04 N 25-26 N 21=35 N 17=28 N
LONGITUDE 122=55 W 127=10 W 131=42 W 135«00 W
2000
LATITUDE 27-50 N 24-13 N 20-36 N 16=14 N
LONGITUDE 124=06 W 128«46 W 133=22 W 136=25 W
NOON TO NOON
COURSE 230 227 226 214
RUN 313 330 340 322
SPEED 12,9 13.6 14,1 13.3
WEATHER Cool, overcast
COMMENTS iisagging by day and during moonlight periode,
Holding gener one hour before sunrise until
sunrise, Hanning all light anti-aireraft guns continously.

On 2 July sighted Navy Oiler bearing 117, 5 miles distan
heading on ogposite course, Investigated by one destroyer,
Escort picked up sound contact on hydrophones, Went to generd
quarters and turned awng Secursd ghortly thereafter and
resumed zigzag, uly teat fired 20 mm guns,
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CONFIDENTTIAL ) o
U 8 8 ALHENA

DATE 6 JULY 1942 7 JULY 1942 8 JULY 1942 9 JULY 1942

ZONFT TIME plus 08 plus 08 plus 08~30 plus 09

CHANGED AT

2230 T plus 08«30 plus 09 plus 09=30

0800

TATITUDR 14-14 N 10=48 N 07«16 N 03«33 N

LONGITUDE 13851 W 143=-13 W 147=34 W 15117 W

1200

LATITUDE 13«57 N 10«26 N 0644 N 03«04 1

LONGITUDE 923 W 144=02 W 14807 W 151e56 W

2000

TATITUDE 12«43 N 05«30 N 02«10 I

LONGTTUDR 140-32 w 14916 W 153«15 W

NOON TO NOOR

COURSE 231 233 227 226

nuUN 333 345 329 318

SPFED 13,9 14,4 13,3 13,2

WEATHER

Cool, overcast

CHEm:S and moonlight periods, On
b4 § g&nznbydny during ght pe S

July 6 proofe and mount, 8
throughout the day, oxosgngtmrdm!.ns. July 9 test fired

all machine guns,

=2
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CONFIDENTTIAL

U 8 S Alhena

DATE 10 JULY 1942 11 JULY 1642 12 JULY 1942 13 JULY 1942
ZONE TIVE plus 09«30 plus 09«30 plus 09«30 plus 10
CHANGED AT

2230 TO plus 10

0800

LATITUDE 00=24 N 01=55 8 0F=00 8 09=29 S
LONGTTUDE 155-11 W 156=28 W 158=36 W 162=02 W
1200

IATITUDE 00=14 8 02-13 S 05=41 8 09«54 8
LONGITUDE 155=14 W 156=13 W 15910 W 16222 W
2000

LATITUDE 01=04 8 02=41 8 07-08 8 11=13 S
LONGITUDE 155=07 W 156=42 W 160=-18 W 163=33 W
NOON TO NOON

COURSE 225 207 220 217

RUN 278 134 271 208
SPEED 11,6 5.58 11,3 8,66
WEATHER Cool, overcast

COMMENTS Zigegageging by day and during moonlight periods,

10 July held rendezvous with U.S.8.Tippecance, Task group
maneuvered by turn signals on order of 0.7T.C., dufing this

day end July 11, while the CV, CA, and CL fueled, July 13.
Long easy swell set in from southward, Wind picked up at
sunset. Barometer normal. During forenoon San Juan signalled
man overboard., No report of recovery.




CONFIDENTTIAL

DATE 14 JULY 1942
ZONE TIME plus 10«30
CHANGED AT

2230 TO

0ROO

TATITUDE 12—36 8
TONGITUDR 165«02 W
1200

TATTITUDRE 14=19 8
TONGITUDE  165=30 W
2000

TATITUDE 15«43 8
LONGITUDE 166=33 W
NOON TO NOON

COURSE 215

RUN 320

SPRED 13,3
WEATHER

the Southeast on the 18th,

U 8 8 ALHENA

15 JULY 1942
plus 10-=30

plus 11«00

17=04 S
169=09 W

17=32 8
169=23 W

18«13 8
169=41 U

229

295
12,3

“

Reforenoo{ "
chflt Tetter 11L=42

16 JTLY 1942
plus 11«00

pluz 11-30

19«23 8
171-%6 W

19«34 S
171=42 W

19=55 &
171=38 W

228
175
729

13 JULY 1742
winug 12«30

21=25 S
17421V

21=30 8
175=07 W

239
227
9e46

Cool overcast, with considerable rain and wind from

COMMENTS 2ig by day and moonlight periods
14 July, wind $wosh Southeast, slight ohop over confused
swolls, 15 July destroyers fueled from the CL,CA and CV,

16 July held rendegvous with U,S.8.Kanawha and maneuvered on

various courses given by signal from 0,7T.C,while CV,C
Tongatabu announced as first
16 July set clocks to minus 12«30 zZone
te 17 July,

fueled,

Anchorage,

t

s Li

ort of call,
ime and changed

and CA

‘a2229'

18 July. At 1110 sighted east tangent of Eva
Igland bearing 024 distance 10 miles,
buoy to Nukualofa Harbor. 1723 anchored in berth #28 Nukualofa

=

1630 passed entrance
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JULY 19 Anchored as before in berth #28 Fukualofa Harbor, 0400 Wind
velocity inereased to 30-40 knots, Two boats secured astern
came adrift and ran aground on reef, & started to drag. Dropped
second anchor wnder foot mrad ri in and made g:epcratiom
for getun%oundemy veloc:l Inots with gus

Streaming the anchors as noceanu-y to keap off of reef, Underway

et daylight for safer vagedomboatwithbutminor
. ggeaondhatmklnf:rathms of water after being towed
co reef,

JULY 20 Anchored as before, Continuing ‘Ena work and gun drills
while awailting further orders. U.s. . came alongside to fuel
ghip, Took only enongh for 30 days at 16 lmots because of scarcity,

JULY 21 Anchored as before., Shifted anchorage to berth #12,
Continuing ship's work and gun drills,

JULY 22 Anchored ag before., Continuing ship's work and gun drills,
JULY 23 Anchored as before, Continuing ship's work and gun drilis,

JULY 24 Anchorod as before, Obtained 3" ammumnition from RANIER,
Continuing ship's work and gun drills,

JULY 26 Anchored as before. hl of Tagk Force 16 under Comtagk-
for 16 in U,8,8.ENTRRPRISE nood for fuel and stores, 1359 Underw
way from anchorage in mumm;zmmeouttom
on signal from Comtaskfer 1 tomd off lLahl Passage

undor the omrt of the U.B. .EN RIBE Amn
MONSSEN, GRAYSON, FLLET, hmu NORTH CAROLTMA Hbmn
aoumlm HOPKINS and’ZANE, Zle n-omeaarteroi
the pas withthocm.mcmimdatmmm“yshipam
taken thf' gtation in ging formation, with the crew in condition
III No Opornt%gn orders received, 'l!hiu force enroute for rendezvous
to conduct landing rehearsals prior to attack on

Di‘lilasi. Convoy erulsing formation same ag that enroute from San
g0,
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Roference
Pacflt lotter 1llLe42

CONFIDENTIAL

U 8 8§ ALHENA
DATE 26 JULY 1942 27 JULY 1942 28 JULY 1942
ZONE TIME minus 12 minugs 12 minus 12
0800
LATITUDE 22«39 8 20=00 S 17«08 8
LONGITUDE 178=31 W 17948 W 179=44 B
%EggTUDE 23=03 8 19-34 8§ 17«09 8
LONGT TUDR 139-&7 w 179=56 W 179=25 E
2000
LATITUDE 22=13 S 18=34 8 17-09 S
LONGITUDE 179«56 W 179-43 E 179=26 E
NOON TO NOON
COURSE 245 342 260
RUN 269 218 167
SPEED 11,2 9,08 69
WEATHER Werm, overcast
COMMENTS Ceased zigzagging at 0800 after zigszag rengh
Hoad sea and wind cut durtgi night, 90 milos
8ighted Task Foree 62 at 1300 vision reported to Comtranlpor 8

for duty, This dtvisien.loa- Jhnklun designated as Division Dog,
(Task 62.1.4 aAﬁE sk Forces 11 and 18 consist of
the foll B. ! LOUIBVILLBI SALT TAKE CITIH BLUE,

HIBP ggrncz F. OLT, STACK
Mﬁow WARD, STORTA, ' TRANSDIV ia H.M.A,S.HOBART, CANBERRA,
and AUSTRALTA. JULY 27 Zigezagging by day and during
moonlight periods and holding dawn general quarters, 3 Sighted
Matuka Is lend bearing 332, distanfe 30 miles, 1315 Proof fired
3" 50 ecal, guns, JULY 28 21 gageing during and moone
1ight periods. 0630 Set eondition II wntcg. ous speede
and ooursea in approach dispogition to Trnnaport Aroa off Koro Igland,
in preparation for landins exercises, 0921 Set condition
IV oondit II modified to permit cargo handling). Started hoisting
out all boats and sent them UeSeS. M AWLEY to be used for landing
troops on Red Bea c¢h, Koro Island. f to off Koro Island making
Various ds and courseu to maintain position, 1530 Comnenced
hoisting 1807 Hoisted last boat aboard and stood by to take
gtation as las% in starboard column, Underway, making various
speeds and oouraea eruising formation in area surrounding Koro
Igland simlating epproach condition,
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Reference
Pacflt Lotter l1lllL=42

CONFIDENTIAL

U 8 8§ ALHENA
DATE 20 JULY 1942 30 JULY 1942 31 JULY 1942
ZONE TIME minus 12 minus 12 minus 12
0800
LATITUDE 17«10 8 17«10 8
LONGITUDE 170=28 B 179«26 B
1200
LATI TUDW 17«10 S 17«09 3 17=10 8
LONGITUDE 17927 E 17927 E 179=24 ¥
2000
LATETUDE 17«17 8 17=10 8 17=21 8
LONGYTUDE 176=35 & 179=26 B 179=39 E
NOON TO Woou
COURSE Lying to in Transport Area off Horo Island
RUN
SPEED
WEA THER Warm, overcast
COMMENTS JULY 29 Crulsing as before, 0838 to in Transport
Amondl hoisting out boats for practice landings on Xoro Island, er
e

tion of readiness IV, 1420 All boats a secured from condie-
tion IV and set condition IIT, 1715 Underway to talke station in dispose
ition in accordance with si from 0,T,C, Crul in area surrounde

ing Koro Island, Cruls as before approach
digpogition , 0736 B8et mdi?:ion rv:mgazo Lying to,commenced
hoisting out boats, 1700 Hoisted all boats aboard, ing to, in

Transport Area off Koro Island, GSet condition III watech,
m.z'§§ T to as before, 0830 conducted debarkation exercises in
ship's boats for embarked 8. During forenoon transferred 100

drumg of pgasoline each to the U,5.8,Libra, Alchibae, and Bellatrix,
1700 Underway to take convoy formation in pmpmhm for departure,
1745 Assumed position in convoy as fourth end last ship in fourth
mtlona Enroute to Tulegi-Guadalcanal area operating under Comtagi-
for 62 Secret Operation order A3-42 Serial 0010 of July 1942,




Reference
Pacflt Lotler 11Le42

CONFIDENTIAL

U 8 8 ALHENA 1 AUGUST 1942 ZONE TIME minus 12

(a) U.8,80UTH PACIFIC FORCE TASK GROUP 62,1 TRANSPORT GROUP XRAY
DIVISION DOG (TASK GROUP 62,1.4).

(b) OPERATION ORDER COMTASKFOR 62 SECKET OPERATION ORDER A3=42 SERIAL
0010 OF JULY 1942.

(e) NO CHANGES IN ABOVE ORDER,

(d) FORITICLS 0800 1200 2000
18«42 8 19=02 8 19-42 8
179=41 © 17915 E 177=56 B

Course and speedj made good, noon to noon 166 miles.
Cs 230 Speed 06,9 knote Weather clear, warm,

(o) Zigzegging by day and during moonlight periods, in cruising formation,
Contacted Taslt Force 62, which joined the formation during the late ‘

afternoon,
(£) COMMFNTS Test fired all 20 mm and 50 cal, guns,

2 AUQUST 1942 ZORE TIME minus 12
No changes in above order,
(d) POSITIONS 0800 1200 2000
%3:2?'383 igﬂﬁﬂm }.;?-{983
Course and speedj made good, noon to noon 234 miles
Cs 285 Speed 11,9 xots Weather clear, warn,

(e) Zigzapgping Ly day and during moonlight periods.
(f) COMMENTS Set cloeks to Zone minus 11,
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Reference
Pacflt Letter 11L-42

CONFIDENTTIAL

U 8 8 ALHERA 3 AUGUST 1942 ZONE TIME minus 11
No changes in previous orders,
(a) FPOSITIONS 0800 1200 2000
18«20 S 18-12 8 18«11 8
169=59 E 169=11 E 167-28 E

(o)

(£)

(a)

(e)
(£)

Course and speed; made good, noon to noon 287 miles,
Cs 279 Spoed 11,5 Imots Weather clear, warn,

Zigzagging day and during moonlight periods, 1025 U.S8.8.Zellin
Jo rom:{tm. 1520 U,8,5.Betelguase Jo:l.ﬁod formation,

COMMFNTS 1299 Sighted Efate Island bearing 310, distance 35 miles,
223 Destroter came alorygsicde to deliver U.B.lhll. Arny bonmbers
ew over formation to familiarize lockouts with them,

4 AUGUST 1942 ZONE TIME minus 11
No changes in previous orders.
POSITIONS 0800 1200 2000
16aa38°s  16asal e 16232 &
Courre and speed; made good, noon to noon 290 miles.
Cs 281 Speed 11,7 knots Weather clear, warm

Zigezageing by day and during moonlight periods,

COMENTE 0958 U,S8.8.Blue came alongside to fuel, 1303 Blue

completed fueling,having received barrels, 1320 U,8,8,%elm came

al port side fuel, 1333 U.S8.8.Ramsey came along starboard
umarter to deliver gaard mall, 1515 Completed fueling Holms
elivered 569 barrels,




Reference
Pacllt Letter 1lll-42

CONFIDENTIAL

7 8 8 ALHENA S AUGIU3T 1942 ZONE TIME minus 1l
llo changes in previous orders
(a) POSITIONS 0800 1200 2006
ig;ﬂoaﬂ %2-928383 :J'_'g;..iélsn
Course and speeds made good, noon to noon 298 miles,
Cs 278 Speed 11,7 kmots Weather clear,warm,

(e) During the afterncon took approach dispositions and resumed crulsing
disposition for practice,

6 AUGUST 1942 ZONE TIME minus 11

o changes in previous orders.

(d) POSITIONG 0300 1200 2000
12«49 8 11 8 10=2

15901 E 1552‘;‘6 E 15
Cs 358 Speed 11,5 Weather overcast, warm

Course and speed mads good, ncon to noon 282 miles.

(e) Zigeagging by dn{ 1602 commed manuever into position to
for m a sition 1629 osition approach disposs
ition, 8 ah:lp th end last nhi port column, on course
000. 2350 Chang course of dispocition to 040,

(£) CONERTS Test fired all machine guns,



Ref'oronce
Pacflt Letter 11L=42

CONFIDENTIAL
US & Alhena 7 AUGUST 1942 ZOWE TIME minus 11

No changes in previous orders.
(d) Positions Approa ort Area, Guadalcanal Island until
0 em 'o

(o&r) Steaming in approach dispositicn, condition TII, 81
@ Point on western end of oml’ :.nigég %htance
&1 nnca 035’5' S8ighted Cape Esperance bming 1 @ 10.
ot eonditicn I. 0615 Escorting m:l.aara and destroy-
ors eommeod shelling so positions on Cuadalcanal Island,
neeting only nmt oppo 1on from machine gun fire, Our air end
sereen forces destroyed 18 seaplanes and one schooner, No
eneny ships in harbor, 0645 pod in assigned position in Transe
port area off Tenaru River Uuadalcaml,ly!.ngton ut five miles
oﬂ'shoro lmredboalsi.ntothowater sending them to the
lioCa mén aormmemm1www.émocmmmm1mumg
s

0900 cm:l.ms and destroyers commenced 1 barrage on
beach for protection of first wave of landing boa 0918 Second
wave of boata standing in for beach, 1011 rd wave of boats
atanding 1029 Fourth wave s in, 1129 This ship's boats

after completing mission, 0 Moved in to 3500 yerds
from the beach and anchored in 30 fathoms of wvater, Commenced
hoisting boats aboa::g. - Sk Aae -
Sound quarters on re enemy planes
wore in ﬁz inity s force attacked by agou ty five oneny
m Ninety som and tm type Ninety nine dive bombou. 1326
on lavge bombers flying at 15, feet us ell 3"AA and
m 1330 Ceased firing, 8Set conditicn !I. bombers approached
coming in on our port quarter. Some five or gsix bombg
dx-og. about 3000 yards off our port beam (ship hea 00%)
rs shee out to poﬂ after dropping and d:lsappoared to
castward, No damage to ship, Apparenily none to force. No damage
to en Landing operations were resumed by others, ALHENA
hanmargo as we are scheduled to depart for lNdenl Island
to take over Island and set up occupation force
acco rding to Comtaskfor 62 Occoupation Force Operation Order Ade42,
1500 Opened £ire on dive bombers attac um:laers and destroyers
of this force, FEnemy dive bomber made hit on U.8,.8,/ugford wi
oonaiderab).o damage. Two heavy bombers, two divo bombers shot down,
heavy bombers ed, This ship oxpended 23 rounds 3"AA ané
3 rounds 20mm ammunition the two raids. 1855 Secured from
condition I and set condition IIXI. No casuemlties or damege,



Reﬂ'areme ¢
Peeflt, Letter 1llL-42

CONFIDENTIAL
U 6 8 ALATRA 8 AUGUST 1942 ZONE TIME minmus 11

No shanges in previous orders
(d) Anchored ae beforse.

(e & £) 09545 Went to quarters, 0630 Secured frem general
quartere and set cond_ﬁ?g;‘%v. 0 Set condition II, 1847 Up
anchor on signal to repel cneny attack and sounded general
quarters, Squadron manuevering on signal from Comtaskfor 62,

1200 FEn bombers attacked this force, Opened fire, using all
gans, 1230 Attack ended, Only 12 or 14 two heavy bombers
were gighted in vieinity of this ship although 4t 1s belleved that
attecking force was fully three times that number, No bomba nor
torpedoos were dropped mear ALNENA, No straffing, Attack developed
from fer side of formation, U.S8.5.F1lliott received hit on deck-
house abeft the stack and wos left badly. U.S.B.Jarvis hit
b¥ torpedo, Eight h bombers seen to des « The majority
of thege were dowmed after they attacked this force and were owzglu
by ny!.nghg:gut ty feet pbove the water, Ammmition

during o § 1380 rounds 20mm, 1450 rounds 50 cal, 74 3",
1310 BSecured from ganoral guarters and sot condition II, 1401 Went
to eral quarters on signel to repel cnemy attack, Still manuo-
vgrm in formation between Florida and Gwadalcanel Islands,

1635 Seoured from general quarters and st condition IX, No
casunlties or demage, Returned to Trangport Area and lay to.

(y



e
Reference
Pacflt lLetter 111-42

CONFIDENTTIAL
U 8 8§ ALHENA ¢ AUGUST 1942 ZONE TIME minus 11

(c) Received Comtaskfor Secret Deupatch 081418 ordaring Tagkfor 62
%o depart Guadalcannl at 0630, 9 ufun These departure orders
later cancelled by Comtaslkfor 62 923 Secret Dospatch,

(d) layingz to as before. 2000 lat, 9=32 8 Long, 160=57 B

(2 & £) 0155 Bn drop te flares over the transport ares,
Went to gmnl%mgd got under way to clear the tpyansport area,
Enemy surfaee foreces attacked our screen with heavy gunfire in the

vieinity of Savo Tgland, 0324 Cunfire having cleared, secured from

general tors set condition II, and :-atumed to transport ared,
to dawvn general qtmrters. 0645 Secured from

Wa and set condition III, =Elliott burning fiercely
mt. o 0 Hol.stod ;1.1 boatatgack.board Smomen"c to
8 on to repel onomy a mANUEVer=
between Florida Guadalcanal Islends, Sighted U.,5.8.Astorla
to Southeast of Savo Islend, apperently on fire forward,
1113 Stapped and to in Transport Area., 1115 Set condition
ITI, 1400 ved sipgnal Comtransgroup Xray to prepare to pget
underway, g from t Area, Guadalcanal Island,
andshndingan to sea, e&smﬂcmsssto
conform with l-ongo channel, 1525 mmga Point bearing 265, Tagoma
Point bearing 105, 7Toek erul formation in Sqtmd.ron Xray, consigte
ing of U.B.S.Bamtt, Iibra, er, American Legion, Fomo ut
Bellatrix, Petelguess and Cheseent Gity, Ceptain Reifsnider in
U.5,8,Hmbe gett .r.c. Enort oauiats of U,8.,8.,Chicago,four
des Sy ﬁw h:l. mcg:. Destination Noumea.
Opera vnder Com spatch 090215, Comtasgkfor 62
Operation Order Operation Plan A4-42 has apparently
been abandoned uupartotthasomdlhrmsmneedodon
Tulagl as reinforcements,
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Reference .
Pacflt lotter 11lLe42

CONFIDENTIAL

U 8 S ALHENA
DATE 10 AVUGUST 11 AUGUST 12 AUGUST
ZONE TIME minus 1} minus 11 minus 11
0800
LATITUDE 10=17 & 14=06 S
LONGITUDE 163«04 E 165«12 E
1200
LATITUDE 10=54 & 14=44 g
LONGITUDE 163=23 E 16535 B
2000
LATITUDE 12«07 8 16=16 8
IONGITUDE 164=07 B 165=51 &
NOON TO NOON
COURSE 152 150
RUN 177 265
SPEED 737 11,04
VEATHER i':'am, clear,
CO'MENTS 10 A Steaming in convoy formation in company with
Squadron Xray enrou sgiritu Santo under orders of ComTa-kFor 62
Secrot Despatch 000215. 1217 freindly unidentified ship sighted baarlng
305 distant 25 miles, 11 August, S as before , 0548

sighted transport group Yoke, bearing 087,distance 16 miles. 0903
Maneuvering to join Trnnspor% Gpoup Yoke. 1115 Formed cruising dispose=
ition, 1220 Comrenced zi Dsgggng At 1800 Transdiv 2 consisting

of U.8.8,CRESCENT CITY,PRESI HAYES ,PRESIDENT ADAMS,PRESIDENT JACKSON
with an escort of 4.AP5'3 left the oonvoy in complianco*with CID 2
despateh 100610, and proceeded to Segond Channel, Eaznritu Santo, low
lebrides, 12 August, Steaming as beroro rormntion
in company with TransDiv 2 and escorting APD':. 0545 sightod lalo
Island,bearing 053 degrees, distance 33 miles, 0752 set degaussing
coils. liade various speeds and courses to conform with the channel

and at 1022 piekod up pilot, 1224 entered Segond Channel. 1409 anchored
off Luranville, FEspiritu Sante, 1640 U.8.8.LITTLE cane alongside to
fuel, took 42,856 gallons and lay slongside all night,



. . ' Rororenm‘ .
’ Pacflt lotter 11le.42

" CONPIDENTIAL
U.S.S. AT'!”'.Nﬁ

WEATHER Warm, clear, TIME ZONE Hinus 11

COMVENTS 13 lupguat. At 09545 gset Condition Ia preparatory

to discharging cargoe via ship'’s boats, 0612 LITTLE gleared the
side and v shifted anchorage to evold shin's boats crossing seaw
plane landin area. Four ramp boats assiting in discherging

S8 Del, BRAZIL, and PREGTDERT FOLK, After anchoring in now borth,
USS CALHOUN came alongaside %o fuel, taking 693,490 gallons. At

1400 again shifted anchorage to a berth opposite our assignad
unleaeding beach, Commenced dischargsing eareo,

14 August, Continuing unlosding this ship and =ending boats to
88 DEL BRAZIL and POLK.

19 August, Discharging cargo intermitently and sending bnats
to DEL BRRAZIL and POYX., Consideradle uncertainly as %o orders,
carge desired, ete,

16 August. Dischargine carge fron all holds and sonding bhoats
to DL BHAZIL and POTX,

17 August. Discharging eargo into hoats from all holds.
0520 Completed unloading no. % hold and commenced lozding dry
gtores and ammmmnition for tranafer to Tulazi, CTF 62 Ceerot
Despateh 161901 covess our destination and cargo. Ve are %o
be ready by the 20th and must unload in 24 hours. Disonbarked
the last of our marines to duty ashore.

18 August. Contimuing loasding dry stores and sryminition, and
sending boats to DEL BRAZIL and rOLN,.

19 August, Contiming loading dry atores and ammunition,
UeS.S, MANLEY came nlongside to fuel, taking 61,594 gollons,.
Colonel Arthur and staff with detachment of second marines came
aboard for further transportation to Tulagi.

20 A te 0610 cleared the side. 00625 underway from Luganville,
Espiritu Santo, with USS HUL' as escort, to Rendezvous with U.5.7,.
FOMALHAUT according to CTF 62 Becret despateh 180330. 1730 joined
formation with FOMALHAUT, HEVYLY and DLUE and progeeded Yo Tulagl.

2000

LATIZUDS  13-108

LONGITUDE  1355~31E

COURSE 319 SPEED 152 RUN 122 mlles

/b
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1 Pacflt letter llim4ge

CONFIDENTIAL
‘;-S .-'-. AI;’.':EL&

DATE 21 ATGUST ONE TIME minus 11

0800
LATITUDE 10«73 8
VORGITUDE 163-38 B

1200
AT LT 10=13 &
LONGITUDE 163-00 B

Counrss 323

KU 221

SP.ihD 13.8

TRATRER Taym, clea¥.

COMVERTS 21 August, Despateh from ComGen Tulagl sent to

Coviinsikfor 62 recomuernded wWmt POMALIATY not sttempt to land
stores becanse of tactical situation CGuadalecanal, desplte the

fret that thore wes only one days food left ashove, C.".T. 62
diracted AT to progead with escort of BLUE, HENLY, and HELiy
turned back to & prascrived rendegvong., FOMARNAUT isft formatlon
st 201% and at 2339 BLUE and HENIY erdared by C.1l.% 02 begret
Despateh 210332 to procsed ahead a®t hish speed and assist in
operations off Cuudaleenal, AIHENA gontinned with Hulll as escort.
Recelved despateh stating that Japanese lhwd lamdiced at Tenaru River
and ware engapging Marinez on Guadaleansl,

22 August, lMoonsel was &t 0214, [ocated LENGO CHANHAL by

hitting 100 fathom cuprve off enstern ond GUADAICANAL amd following
shoreline, Anchored 1n Tulsgl iarbor st 0650 and commenced digw
aharging cargo immedintely. AL patrolling off entrance. BLUE
hit in storn Ly torpedo from motor torpedo-pont off Lange Polnt
but not sunke AL 2200 comploted discharging 1100 tons of cargo.
Anchorod surfhoats on reafs off Tulagl entrance and at 2300 ¢ red
narbor by aoonlizht, plekod up HELM, and left area at high apved,
Recoived messege stating larines had eleaned wup landing force of
300 Japanaan. HBNLEY towing BLUR toward Tulagi,

)7




Reference

Pacflt lLetter 1lle42

CONFIDENTIAL

U 8 8 ALHEFA
DATE 23 AUGUST 24 AUGUST
ZONE TIME minus 1l minus 11
0800
LATITUDE 10=01 S 12«45 8§
LONGITUDE 161=47 E 163«50 ®
1200
LATITUDE 1001 S =12 S
LONGITUDE 162«41 E 16428 &
2000
LATITUDE 10«52 8 14=09 S
LONGITUDE 163=20 ¥ 165=41 B
RUN 223 (from Channel 254 (2000=2000)
until 2000)
SPEED 11,7 10,5
WEATHER Varm, clear,
COMIENTS Cleared lLengo Channel at 0130 unde~r oscort of

HELM and set course down Indispensable Channel, At 0230 sighted and
sgsed FOMALIAUT under eéscort of STRINGHAM and I'ANLEY heading in for
Channel, Hope to maintain 15 knot average to arrive Espiritu
Santo before dark 24th, but wind and sea picked up off San
s iy ione s Sk iy very Tlont and peendine ormrd;
r very lig p orward,
Planes from our carriers si zod both morning end afternoon, Inter-
cepted message from C.T.F. 62 grant permission for ComDesDiv 7
to scuttle BLUE after she broke adrift,

24 A t. Evacuated several sick, wounded ond stranded as well as

20 prisoners from Tulagi Spent &ay uloaning up shi Dowvn to
100000 gallons of fuel 0i1 (3400 miles ot 15 2:) .?u‘i a

on Tulagi raided clgarettes, showers and food, At 1550, 1 SPD=3
from WASP passed close aboard flying low to investigate sh%g. Engine
cut out and plane hit the water off the starboard bow. Bo ilot
and radioman were rescued. Plane sank before boat could reach 1it,

bout 3 weeks
dry provisions, Runn short on stores and canteen stock., larines



Reference
Maeflt Letter 11L-42

CONFIDENTIAL
U 8 8 ALHENA

WEATHER Warm, clear. ZONE TIME minus 1l

25 August. Anchored in Segund Channel at 0730. Prisoners, wounded
and pasgengers transferred ashore. Started cleaning waterline,

26 August, Continued cleaning the ship. Cub One using our boats
to unload other ships in the channel.

27 August, Continuing ship's work. Underway during the late
afternoon to moor alongside U.S.S.SABINE to take on fuel. 2054 Com-
pleted fueling, having received 443,204 gallons.

28 August. Unde from alongside U.S.S.SABINE to assigned anchor-
age in Segund Channel. 0655 sent all available boats and working
party to U.S.S.ALDEBARON to assist in provisioning ship. 1244 secured
from provisioning ship, having taken aboard enough food for six to
eight weeks for own crew., Due to loss of anchor, U.S.S.HELM moored
alongside during late afternoon.

29 August, Continuing ship's work., U.S.S.HELM underway from along-
side after borrowing our kedge anchor., Receilved CTF 62 Secret Despa tch
290815 stating ALHENA would probably go to Roses to load Marine
aviation zear, ammunition and dry provisions for Cactus,

30 August, Holiday routine., Cub One continuing working ship's boats.

31 August, Continuing ship's work. Received permission from CIF 62
to elean boilers.. Boiler hours were 1300 and 1600.



Reference
Paeflt Ietter llL=42

CON FIDENTTIAL
U 8 S ALHENA

WEATHER Warm, generally clear. ZONE TIME minus 1l

1 Begtqnbor. Continuing ship's work and cleaning bodlers, Commenced
painting ship's sides.

2 September, Continuing ship's work,

3 September, Continuing ship's work. During the early morning received
ComTaskForce 62 Secret Despatech 020800 forming Task Unit 62,1.8 consist-
ing of ALHENA, BETELGUESE, ZEILIN, HENLEY and HELM, and directing

Alhena to proceed in company as far as Roses, On arrival off entrance
Fila Harbor proceed independently into harbor to recelve Caetus cargo
from KITTYHAWK. Remainder Task AL;Eﬁioceed White Poppy. Received

CIF 62 Secret Despatch directing leave lighters and all boats,
g:gog:.tuo, with one coxwain or engineer each boat for temporary use

4 September., 0600 underway from Segond Channel, Espiritu Santo, in
accordance with CTF 62 Secret Degpatech 020800, Destination Roses.
0645 formed with ZEILIN AND BE UESEy HENLEY and HELM as escorts,
Zigzagging in formation, 1634 ALHENA left formetiom and proceeded
incependently into Fila Harbor. Remainder of convoy continued enroute
White Poppy. We picked up pilot for the mine fields, 1751 dropped
anchor and menuevered ship into position to moor alongside U.S.S.KITTY-
HAWE, 1842 secured lines to KIT WK,

5 September, Tnloz2ding cargo,stores and ammunition from KITTYHAWK
using our booms to work her an& also receiving barge loads to asaisé
in the unloading. Received 3000 rounds of cer and 3000 rounds of
20 mm ;gfunitian from BDase Roses, Set clocks ahead to zone time
minusg

POSITIONS for 4 September.

(I)ABO'I?TUDE 15=50 & ﬁoﬁm 16=43
_ _ S
LONGITUDR 167-28 ® LONGITUDE 168-00 E

0800=1200 KRUN 91 miles SPEED 15,1 knots
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Reference
PacFlt Letter 11lL-42

CONFIDENTTIAL
UefeSe ALHEN A
WEATHER Warm, generally clear. ZONE TIIE minus 11
6 September. Continuing loading from USS KITTY HAWK, In accord-

ance with CTF 62 Dispateh 030455 two naval officers and five men came
aboard for further transportation to Button,

7 September, Continuing working cargo, and commenced painting
the ship.

8. September, Continuing working cargo.

© Beptember, Continuing working cargo. Received native working

party from the shore to assist in loading shipe.

10 September, Continuing working cargo. Recelved detachment of
Marines for further transportation to Cactus,

11l September, Completed loading from USS KITTY HAWK and now
awailting further orders. 1745 USS KITTY HAWK cleared side of ship
and stood out to sea,

12 September, Spent day painting ship.,
13 September, Holiday Routine,
14 September. Continuing ship's work., Receilved Seecret Dispatch

131405 from CTF 62 ordering us to depart Roses and proceed independ-
ently to Button, arriving there at daylight., 1636 Underway from Fila
Harbor enroute Button, After clearing the swept channel test-fired
all AA guns, 1900 Received Secret Dizspateh from ComAirSoPac ordering
us to return to Roses and await further instructions. At about the
same time intercepted a dispateh from ComAirSoPac ordering all but
three ships to evacuate Button becamuse of the impending tactiecal
situation. Commenced maklng various ecourses on return to Roses, plane
ning to arrive there at daybreak,

15 September. 0637 Sighted Devil Point bearing 071 distance 8.5
miles. 0638 Sighted 13 ships enroute from Button, 0730 picked up
pllot before entering minefileld. 0851 Passed submarine net. 0909
Anchored in ¥Fila Harbor, Efate, New Hebrides., Five of the 13 ships
we sighted earlier put In to Flla Harbor, the remainder continuing
- to the southward,
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CONFIDENTIAL
U.8,8. ALHEUPFNA
WEATHER Warm, generally clear. ZONE TIVE minus 1l.

16 September, Continuing painting ship, Commenced loading Marston
mats from S8 OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES for transfer to Cactus., Received
ComSoPac's dispatch 160212 ordering USS ALHENA, €8 BRASTAGI (Du),

S8 WESTERN SUN and USS GAMBLE as escort to depart Roses during the
late afternoon and enter Button after daylight on the feventeenth,
1630 Made all tests and preparations for getting underwvay. 2045
Underway from Efate, Fila Harbor with plilot on board for minefields.,
2306 Formed into convor with the 8¢ BRASTAGI (Du), °¢ WESTERN SUN,

S5 MORNACSEA,

17 September, Enroute to Button, 1200 Entering Channelj SS lOR-
MACSEA dropped out of formation earlier in day and was covered by USS
GAMBLE, 1257 Anchored in fegund Channel ard immediately started un-
loading bombs and torpedoes. A marine working party came aboard to
assist in loading equipment and gear for Cactus.

18 September, Continuing working cargo. SS WESTERN SUN moored
alongside to unload oil drums and aviation gasoline, A unit of Cub
One came aboard for further transfer to Cactus.

19 September., Working all holds with liarine and CubOne gear and
unloading 55 WESTERI SUN, 0735 S8 WESTERN SUIl left side of ship,
Completed loading thils day and now awalting further orders.

20 September., Holiday Routine.

21 September, Continuing ship's work and holding gunnery drills.
22 September, Continuing ship's work. During the evening the

S8 OEBIVER WENDELL HOLMES moored alongside to discharge !arston mats,
23 September, S¢ OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES completed dischanrge and
left side of ship,’

24 September. 0600 Underway from Segund Channel on CTF 62 orders

directing US® ALHENA and USS MONSSEN form task unit six two point
four point one and depart Button after daylight, proeeeding to Caectus,
lleld abandon ship drill and test fired 3" AA battery.

POSITIONS for 24 September,

2000

LATITUDE 13-34 S

LONG ITUDE 125.14 E

RUN from 1200

COURSE %%2-6 miles SPEED 13,9 knoﬁs



CONFIDENTIAY

U.S5.%« ALHENA
WEATHER Warm, generally clear.
25 September

%2'%%1“(]’1‘13 12-02 & E%o 8

LONGITTDE 162-40 E 161-51 E

NOON__ TO NOON
RUN 353 miles COURSE 304

eference

Pacflt Letter 1l1L-42

ZONE TIME minus 11,

£6205 s

161-05 E

SPEED 14,7 knots

Enroute Cactus, Holding firing practice with AA
guns, 2155 Destroyer escort dropped depth charges on 2 submarine
believed to be in our wviecinity in 