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CONFTIDENTTIAIL
May 15, 19423 Brewer's Dry Dock Company, Staten Island,
New York,
1200~ In compliance with Commandant Third Naval
Digtrict orders, flle AKSS of May 12,194?,
Commander L.B.?LPTCFE“,JP.;t.S.Y., placed
U.8.8.LIBRA in full commiesion and assumecd

command.

LIBRA remeilned

for completion
cargo Eﬂwip, comb

at Brewer's Dry Dock Co.,
f vork of conversion to &
"dE\....

Tr}ﬁ
_r

]..J

r

May 14-25,1942: At Brewer's Dry Dock Company for converaglon.

May 26, 1942;

0600~ Underway for Naval Supply Depot, Bayonne,l.dJ.,
for magnetic survey and deperming.

O30~ Moorad,

1600~ Underway for anchorage in Gravesend Bay.

1700~ Anchored Cravesend Eay.

1900~ Commenced fueling from oll barge.

May 27, 1942%

0200~ Completed fueling.
0200 Commenced lODdinf gervice and tar:et anmunition

from lighters.

Tn compliance Oplav serial 044438 of May 12, and
ComThree conf. geriel 1683 of lMay 26, reported
by despatch (272050 May) to Cominch and Cinclant
for duty. ;

May 28, 19423

0550~ Underway, enroute Hamnton Roads in compliance
CpNav aerial 0155823 of May 8,1942,

0620 Abeam Ambrose Light Ship. Set goutherly courses,
joining merchant convoy and escort headed gouth-
ward. Air cover provided.

1800~ Entered through Delaware Bey nets.

2150~ Anchored off east end of Chesapeake Deleaware

Canal.
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CONFIDENTIAL

May 29, 19423

Mey 30,

0715~
1045~

800~
1900-

1942%

0600~
1300~

) 4 ¥

Underway, traneilting Chesapesle Delaware Canal.
Entered Chesapeake Bay. Varlous coursee stand-
ing to southward.

Swung ship for magnetlc compaseg compensation
and curve of deviations.

Standing southward through lower bay.

Anchored berth 26, Hampton Roads.

Underway standing up Elizebeth River and moored
at berth 2, Norfolk Navy Yard at 1400 for re-
gtricted avallability, authorized by OplNav 301520
of May. Urgent reralrs and adjustment requlred
on Solosghell distilling plant and refrigerating
machinery. AdJjustment of "M" coil of degaueing
cables and other less urgent items.

Moored Lerth 2, Navy Yard, Norfolk.

Restricted avallabllity.

Recelved ComAmphorlLant 301825 of lMay to renort
on June 5 to Naval Transportation Service for
duty.

MM% '
W.B.FLETCHER,Jr.

Commander, U.S.MNavy,
Commanding.

(2)
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CONFIDENTIAL

June 1, 1942; Moored berth 2, Norfolk Navy Yard.
Resgtricted availability.

June 2, 1942: Moored berth 2, Norfolk Navy Yard.
Restricted avallability.
June 3, 1942: Moored berth 2, Norfolk Navy Yard.
Restricted availability.
1900~ Underway for Tangler Sound.
2350= Anchored off degeussing range, Tangiler Bound.
June 4, 1942
0600~ Underway.

Swvung ship for compass devliations.
Traversed magnetic range for calibration
degaussing colls,
FPired test shots on all &Y and 3" guns.
Calibrated radio direction finder.
12350~ Anchored.
4

June 5, 19

0216~ Underway, standing down bay for NCB, Norfoll,

0730- Moored at Army Base for loading cargo.

0800~ Commenced loading.

02800~ Renorted to Port Director, Fifth Naval Digtrict
for duty in Naval Transportation Service.

June 6-9,1942: Moored Army Base, MNaval Operating Base, lNorfollc,
Loading cargo.

-

June 10, 1942: Moored Army Base, Naval Crerating Base, Norfoll:,

0720~ Underway in accordance Commandant Fifth laval
Digstrict secret serilal 4177 of June §5,1942, en-
route Panama Canal Zone,
1004~ Anchored off Thimble Shoals Channel Buoy awalting
Lifting of fog.
00~ Underway, standing to sea vie sweprt channel.
00~ Poilnt "XM" close aboard to port. Formed convoy
and escort - Task Force 3%.
ATCYONE - Convoy Commander.
LIBRA
AIL.CHTRA
MIZAR
PLUNKETT- CTF 39 and escort commander,Cept.Warwick.
H.P,JONES
LANSDALE
MADISON
C.P.HUGHES . Courses and speeds as in movement

order. \j;-
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CONFIDENTTAYL
June 11, 1942:
June 12, 19423
June 13, 1942;
June 14, 1942:
June 15, 1942
June 16, 1942:
04.00-
0930~
June 17, 19423
0715~
0200~
0815~
0950~
1800~
June 18, 1942:
0830~
0930~

Underway as before.
1400 Position Lat. 34°-18' N.
Long. 73°-32° W.

Underway as before. -
1400 Fositlion Lat, 295-39! N.
Long. 71 -01!' W.

Underway as before.
1400 Posgition Lat, 249.24! N,
Long. 689-49!' VW,

Underway as hefore,
1400 Pogition Lat. 189-56' N,
“ Long. 689-04!' W.
Tranglt of Mona Passege during late afternoon.

Underway as before,
1400 Position Lat., 159-47! N.
Long. 72°-34!' W.

'nderway as before.

AILCYOME broke down and left formation with
one escort DD. Slowed to 12 knote.
ALCYONE re jolned.
Standard speed 15 knots.
1400 Pogition Lat., 12°-38' N,

i Long., 77°-22!' W.

Underway as before.

Isla Grande to port hand at sunrise. Varioua
courges approaching Colon.

Entered swept channel.

Entered Conlon Harbor and

Anchored.

Underway, transliting Panama Canal.

Moored starboard silde to berth 7A, Balboe,C.Z.
Fueled and recelved fresh provisions,

Moored to berth 7A, Balboa, C.Z.

Underwey in sccordance Commandant Fifteenth
Naval District movement order 10-42, enroute
Wellington, M.Z.

Cleared mine fields, set course to gouthward,
following swept channel.
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CCHFIDENTIAL

June 27, 19423 As before. .
1200 Pogition Lat. 9°-02! B,
Lone., 1:*0 A4,
June 28, 1942: Aes before.
ﬁﬁlq

1200 Pogltion Iat, &
Long. 1

00
o

1 53'0.
June 29, 1€

49}
i
14y ]

As before.
1200 Position 1ot. 119; 4213,
Long. 137Y=20'W.

1500~ Reduced standard speed to 13 lnots.

June 30, 19423 Ag before. .
1200 Pngition Lat, 12° B4!' 8.
Long. 142°9-25' W,

W.B.FLETCHER,Jr. ,
Commender, l.u. Mavy,
Commanding.
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CONFIDENTIAL

July 1,

July 2,

July 3,

JULY 4,

July 5,

July 6,

July 7,

1942:

1942:

0715~
0760~
0800~

19422

1042

1942:

1942

19423

Enroute Balboa, C.Z., to Wellington, N.Z., in

accordance Commandant Fifteen Naval Digtrict
gerlial movement order 10-42,

In company Task Group 83.1
TRENTON- Capt.Gregory, C.T.Gr.

WARRINGTON

ALCYONE - Comdr.McGurl- Convoy Comdr.,

LIBRA
ALCHIBA
MIZAR

1200 Position -

Ag before.

Lat.

14°-08"

S.

Long. 1479-20' W.

Sighted HMNZS ACHILLES and U.S,EB.WALKE,
TRENTON and WARRINGTON left formation.

ACHILLES and WALKE took station as outer and

inner A/8 screen respectively.
Standard speed 15 knots.

1200 Poeition -

Lat.
Long.

15°-02!
1620-37!

8.
W.

Designation of Unit changed to Task Group 12,1.

As before.
1200 Position -

Ag before.
1200 Position -

Ag before.
1200 Position -

As before.
1200 Pogsition -

As before.
1200 Position -

Lat.
Long.

Lat.
Long.

Lat.
Long.

Lat.
Long.

Lat.
Long.

169-44"
158°-09!

20°-36"
1620-22"

24%-56!
165°-56"

299331
169°-23"

339-48"
173%9-17!

8.
W.

8.
w.

B.
w.

/O



CONFIDENTIAL
July 7, 1942 (Cont'd.)

1630 ALCHIBA broke down and left formation with
WALKE as escort. Went to 2/3 speed.
2330~ Reversed course.

July 8, 19242: As before on northeasterly course at 2/3 speed.

Task Group 12/1 less ALCHIBA and WALKE,

0615~  Bighted ALCHIBA and WALKE.

0900~ Various courses standing by.
1200 Position: Lat. 34%°-20' 8.

Long.173°9-59' W,

1500~ Set course 216° Speed 14 knots.

1900~ ALCHIBA rejoined formation.
Set standard speed 15.5. Course 226°True.

July 9, 19423 As before. o
1200 Position - Lat, 37 -40' B,
Long.178°-18' W.
24.00- Set clocks to =12 Zone Time.

July 11, 1942: As before.
S8ighted land abeam at sunrise on starboard hand.
Various courses throughout the day entering
Wellington, N.Z.

1200 Position - Lat, 419-33' 8.
Long. 176 -01' E,
1645~ Pencarrow Head abeam to starboard,
1730~ Anchored in outer anchorage.

July 12, 1642: Anchored as before, Wellington, N.Z.

0700~ Underway, and at

0800~ Moored port side to Aotea Quay.

1000~ Commenced discharging cargo.

1100~ Reported to U.S.Naval Attache for duty in
accordance ComFifteen movement order 1l0-42,

July 13, 1942: Moored as before, Wellington, N.Z., dlscharglng
cargo.

//



Cco T
July 14,

July 15,

July 16,

July 17,

July 18,

July 19,

July 20,

July 21,

July 22,

1942:

19422

1942:

1942:

1942:

1942;

1942:

1942:

1942:

0700~
0730~

‘i,

Moored as before, Wellington, N.Z.,
discharging cargo.

Moored as before, Wellington, N.Z.,
discharging cargo.

Reported to Benlor Officer Present Afloat -
Captain Riefenider in HUNTER LIGGETT - for
duty in Transport Division Ten, Amphiblous
Force, South Pacific Force, in complliance
with CinCPac despatch .

Moored as before, Wellington, N.Z.,
discharging cargo.

Moored as before, Welllington, N.Z.,
discharging cargo.

Moored as before, Wellington, N.Z.,
discharging carge.

Commenced loading Marine Expeditionary
equlpment.

Rear Admiral Turner assumed command of
Amphiblous Force, South Paciflec Force.

Moored as before, Wellington, N.Z.,
discharging and loading cargo.

Moored as before, Wellington, N.Z.,
loading cargo.

Moored as before, Wellington, N.Z.,
loading cargo and boates.

Moored as before, Wellington, N.Z.
Loading cargo and completed at 0630.

Underway and at
Anchored in berth B-2,.

/58




CONFIDENTIATL,
July 22, 1942 (Cont'd.)

July 23,

July 24,

July 25,

July 26,

July 27,

0500-

0948~
1050~
1100~

1942:

1942:

1942:

1942
0930~

1030~
1200~

19423

Underway etanding to sea wlth Task Force 62
in compliance ComTaskFor 62 operation order
O-1 and annexes thereto.

Passed point “X",

Formed cruleing disposition 62Cl.
{?g;:ation. Tactical evolutions during day-
Base course for night 040° True, speed 14,

As before in company Tagk Force 62, crulsing
formation 62Cl.
Bage course 000° - Speed 14 .
1200 Position - Lat. 389-42' 8,
Long. 179°%-47' E.

As before in company Task Force 62 on north-
erly courses.
1200 Position - Lat, 33%-43' 8,

Long, 179°-82' W.

As before in company Task Force 62 on
northerly course, standard 558.d 13.5 knotsa.
1200 Position - Lat. -11' 8.

Long. 179°9-85' W.

As before in company Task Force 62 on northe
erly course.

On signal from OTC revised crulsing disposition
62C1, LIBRA becomes 4th ship in section 4,
Transport Group, Squadron "X",

Sighted two task forces which remalned in sight
during the day.

TransDive 2 and 12 plus 5 DMS Jjoined Task Force
62 and took station in formation.

1200 Position = Lat. 230.42% g,

Ag before 1in company Task Force 62 on north-
erly courses, at various speeds approaching
Eastern Group of Fiji Ialandsa
1200 Poeition - Lat. 19Y-33' 8.

Long. 179°-56' W.

(3




CONFIDENTIAL
1942 (Cont'd).

July 27,

July 28,

July 29,

July 30,

July 31,

1630~

1942:

0930~
1700~

1942:

0830~

1700~

1942:

0815~

1942:
0900~

1630~
1730~

1730~
1830~

Formed approach disposition in accordance
CTF 62 rehearsal plan AR-3.

As before in company Task Force 62 in
approach dlsposition AR-3 and executing
approach plan AR-3.

Executed rehearsal landing on north side
of Kore Iseland.

Underway, forming approach dispcsition.
Various courses at speed 12 knots during
night executing approach plan.

Underway in company Task Force 62 off
E;rg I., Fiji's, executing approach plan
Executed rehearsal landing exercige off
north slde Koro Island.

Re-embarked boats during afternoon.
Underway, forming approach disposition.
Executing approach plan during night.

Underway in company Task Force 62 eff
Koro I.,Fiji's, executing CTF 62 approach
plan AR-3.

Executed landing exerclse.

Re-embarked boats during afternoon.

Laying to.

Laying to off north side of Koro I.,Fi)i,

in company Task Force 62.

Suppert Group exerclsed at landing.

Holsted in all boats during afternoon.
Forming cruising dlspositlon.

Departure from Kore I., in accordance CTF 62
operation order AS5-42,

Formed cruising dleposition AC-3., LIBRA 4th
ship of segtion 1 (Div."B") of traneport group.
Course 130%¥ True. Speed 7.

Course 1709,

W.B.FLETCHER,Jr.,

Commander, U. 8. Navy,
Commanding.
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CONFIDENTIAL

August 1,

August 2,

August 3,

August 4,

1942:

0400~

1942:

1800~

2000~

1942:

0700~

1942:

0700~
0800-
1040~
1400~

2000~

»

Underway in company Task Force 62 in
compliance CTF 62 operation order Ab-42
enroute Fljl1 Islandes to Solomon Islands.
LIBRA 4th shlp in column in Section 1,

(Div "B") of Transport Group. Crulsing

Formation AC-3.

Coursge 170 True. Speed 7 knots.

Changed course to 205° True. Changed speed

to 13 knots.

Courses of 230, 237, then 280 at 1830,

rounding to southward of F1ji Islands.

1200 Position - Lat, 199-02' 8.
Long. 179°-13' E.

Underway as before in company Taek Force

62. Cruising formation AC-3. Course 280°

True. Speed 13 knots.

1200 Position - Lat. 182-58' 8.
Long. 174°-03' E,

Changed course to 240° True.

Changed to Zone -11 time,

Changed course to 290° True. Changed speed

to 11 knots.

Underway as before in company Tagk Force
62. Crulsi formation AC-3.
Course 290° True., BSpeed 1l knots.
Changed course to 280° True, Changed speed
to 12 knots. 8Sighted and 1ldentiflied friendly
surface shlps.
1200 Position - Lat. 17%-14' 8.
Long. 164°-07!' E.

Underway as before 1ln company Task Force

62 in cruising formation AC-3.

Course 290° True. Speed 12 knots.

Took special formation for fuellng destroyers.

MONSSEN alongside.

BUCHANAN alongside.

Completed fueling, returned to position

in cruising formation AC-3,.

1200 Position - Lat. 179-14" 8,
ong. 164°-07' E,

Changed course to 275 True. Changed speed

to 13.5 knots.
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CONF IDENTIAL
August 5, 1942:

August 6,

August 7,

August 9,

0700~
0800~

1200~
1300~

1800~

1942:

1600~

1800~
2547

1942:

0220-
0355~
0449~

Note:-

1942:

1708-
1905~
2260~

Underway as before in company Task Force

62 in oruising formation AC-3.

Course 275° True. Speed 13.5 knots.

Course 280° True, Speed 12 knots.

Exerclsed at stopping and backing

trangport group.

1200 Position - Lat. 160-33' 8.
gg. 159°-04' E.

Changed course to 525 True.

Changed course to 000° True.

During afternoon exercised at taking

approach disposition AR-3 and in epeclal

AA formation,

Changed speed to 1l knots.

Underway as before in company Task Force

62 in cruising formation AC-3.

Coursge 000°, Speed 11 knots.

1200 Position - Lat. 119-53' 8,
Long. 1589-55' E,

ComTagkFor 62 Operation Plan A3-42 placed

in effect.

Took approach disposition AR-3.

S8tandard Speed 12 knots.

ComTaskFor 62 approach nlan AR-1l placed

in effect.

Changed course to 040° True.

Underway ag before in company Task Force
62 in approach dlaposition AR-3 executing
approach plan AR-l11l.

Course 040° True. Speed 12 knots.
S8ighted Guadalcanal I. on starboard bow.
Changed course to 0750 True.

Changed course to 120° True.

For chroneologlcal record of events from
0430, August 7, to 1500 August 9, see
LIBRA ltr, AK&S/AQ/(O?) of August 12,1942,
and enclosures attached hereto.

At 1700 took position in crulasing formatlon
Ac-atmodiriodg standing to east and south
in company Task Group 62.1l, through Lengo
Channel and Indinpansable Stralghts.

Set course 100° True., Speed 11 knots.
Changed course to 1569 True.

Changed course to 090° True.
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CONFIDENTIAL

August 10,

August 11,

Auvgust 12,

August 13,

1942:

0600~
0700~
1100-

1600~

1942:

0600~
1000-

1942:

0600~

1200~
1800~
2000~

1942:

0500-
0700~

»

Underway as before in company Task Group

62.1 in modified crulsing formation AC-3,.

Course 090° True. Speed 11 knots.

Changed course to 152° True.

Increased interval to 1500 yards.

Formed column open order during burilal at

sea services from other ships of formation.

1200 Position - Lat. 109-56' 8,
Long. 163°-21' E,

Sighted friendly Task Group bearing 060°

True and numerous friendly planes furnishing

alr coverage.

Changed course to 147° True.

Underway as before in company Tasgk Group
62.1 in mogirled crulaing formation AC-3,
Course 147° True. BSpeed 1l knots.
8ighted friendly Task Group on port beam.
Numerous friendly planes providing alr cover.
Formed up with friendly Task Group(remaining
:giga of Task Force 62) in crulsing formation
Course 153° True. Speed 13.5 knots,
1200 Pogition - Lat. 149-48" 8,

Long. 1659-49!' E,

Underway in company Task Force 62 in

cruising formation AC=3.

Courge 153° True. BSpeed 13.5 knots.

S8ighted CIMARRON and escort on port bow.

Converging and ecrossed to atarbgard.

1200 Positicen - Lat., 199-36!' 8.
Long. 168°-08! E,

Changed course to 160° True.

Changed axis to 203° True.

Changed course to 198~ True.

Underway in company Task Force 62 in
eruising rgrmation AC-3,

Courece 198° True. Axis 203° True.

Speed 13.5 knots.

Changed course by divisions to 163° True.
Changed axis to:153° True.

/&




CONFIDENTIAL

August 13, 1942 (Cont'd.)

0800~
1400~

1530~
1900~

August 14, 1942:

0630~
0710~

0800~
1800~
August 15,1942:

1700~
1730~
1745~
1800~

August 16, 1942:
0650-

0930=-
0945-

1260~
1850~

August 17, 1942:

Various courses approaching Noumea, N.C.,
via North Poularl Passage.

Passed through North Poularl Passage.
Various courses approaching anchorage.
Anchored in Dunbea Bay off Great Roads,
Commenced discharging remnant cargo to
ALCHIBA.

At anchor Dunbea Bay, New Caledonla.
Discharging cargec to ALCHIBA.

Underway and at

Moored port gide to starboard side of
ALCHIBA,

Contlnued dlscharging cargo to ALCHIEA.
Diecharging gasoline by boat to BETELGEUSE.

Moored as before alongside ALCHIBA in
Dunbea Bay, N.C., discharging cargo to
ALCHIBA and BETELGEUSE,

Completed discharging cargo.

Underwvay and at

Anchored in Dunbea Bay.

Holeting boats.

Recelved Commander Transport Group,
;fggiblou- Force, SoPac.,operation order

At anchor Dunbea Bay, New Caledonla.
Underway in company FULLER (OTC) and HEYWOOD,
BOUTHARD and ZANE as escort.
Cleared Poularl Passage.
Set course 160° True, Speed 14 knots, enroute
Wellington, N.Z.
1200 Pogition - Lat. 23°%.07! 8.

Long. 166°-38! E,
Changed course to 120° True.
Changed course to 160° True.

Underway in company FULLER (OTC) and HE¥YWOOD
with emcort enroute Noumea to Wellington,N.Z.
(Task Unit 62.1.5)
Couree 160° , Speed 14 knots.
1200 Position = Lat. 28°-20' 8.

Long. 168°-58' E.
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CONFIDENTIAL
August 17, 1942:(Cont'd.)

1200~ Changed speed to 13 knots.
1740~ Changed course to 200° True.
1840- Changed course to 160° True.

Auguet 18, 1942: Underway in company Task Unit 62.1.5
enroute Hbllington, N.Z.
Course 160°True, Speed 13 knota.
1200 Poeition - Lat. 33°.00' 8,
Long. 170°-40' E.

1200~ Changed speed to 13.5 knots.

1740~ Changed course to 200° True.

1840~ Changed course to 160° True.

2000~ Set clocks to -12 Zone Time.

August 19, 1942: Underway in company Task Unit 62.1.5
enroute Wellington, N.Z.
Course 160° True. Speed 13.5 knots.
1200 Position - Lat. 379-42' 8,
Long, 172°9-41!' E,
1200~ Changed speed to 13 kgota.
1300~ Changed course to 166 True.
1800~ Changed to column rormation LIBRA 3rd ship.
2030~ Changed course to 151° True.

August 20, 1942: Underway in company Task Unit 62.1.6

enroute Wb%llngton, N.Z.
Course 151 True. BSpeed 13 knots.
LIBRA 3rd ship in cclumn,

0260~ Changed course to 158° True.

0616~ Changed course to 180° True.
Various courses through Cook Stralght
entering Port Nicholson.

0800~ Anchored and at

0900~ Underway.

1000~ Moored port slide to Aotea Quay.

August 21, 1942: Moored as before, Aotea Quay, Wellington,N.Z.
1130« 8 efficers, 165 men of 6th Defense Battalion,
USMC., on board.
1900~ Gom?enood loading marine equipment(expedition-
ary) .

Jo
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August 22,

August 23,

August 24,

August 25,

August 26,

August 27,

1942:

1942:

1942:

1942:

0630~
0715~
0800-
1200~
1700~

1942:
0830-

0845~
1000~

2050~

1942:

1000~

1600~

Moored as before, Aotea Quay, Wellington,N.Z.
Loading cargo.

Moored as before, Aotea Quay, Wellington,N.Z.
Loading cargo.

Moored as before, Aotea Quay, Wellington, N.Z.
Loading cargo.

Moored as before, Aotea Quay, Wellington,N.Z.
Loading cargo.

Completed loading.

Underway and at

Anchored.

Loading addltional cargo by boat.

Holsting boats.

At anchor, Port Nicholson N.Z.

Underway in company Task Unit 62.1.5 in

accordance CTG 62.1 operation order 2-42

and CTU 62.1.56 movement order 1l-42, standing

to sea, enroute Noumea, New Caledonia.

Formed column, LIBRA 3rd ship.

Various courses to easiward through Cook

Straight, speed 13 knots.

1200 Position - Lat. 41°-07' 8,
Long. 174°-30%4'E,

Cape Egmont abeam to starboard.

Set course 340%Y True.

Underway as before in company Task Unit

62.1.5 enroute Noumea, New Caledonia.

Crulsing formation *VW,

Course 340° True. Speed 13 knots.

Changed speed to 14 knots.

Changed course to 342° True.

1200 Position - Lat. 369-30! 8,
Long. 171°9-53! E.

Set clocks to -11% Zone Tine.

2
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August 28, 1942:

1800-

1900~

August 29, 1942:

1830
1930~

Auguet 30, 1942:

0330=
0630~
0730~

1030~

August 31, 1942:

Underway as before in company Task Unit

62.1.,5 enroute Noumea, New Caledonia, on

course 3429 True, speed 14 knots.

1200 Position - Lat, 310-56' s.
LDng. 1(\1 -09' Eo

Changed course to 020° True.

Changed course to 334° True.

Underway in company Task Unlit €62.1.5 en-

route Noumaa, New Caledonla.

Course 334° True, speed 14 knot56

1200 Position - Lat. 26°-38! 8,
Long. 167°-49"' E,

Changed course to 014 True.

Changed course to 339° True.

Changed speed to 15 knots.

Underway in company Task Unit 62.1.F5 en-
route Noumg New Caledonla.

Course 339 True. eed 15 knots.
Changed course to 014° True.

Formed column, LIBRA 3rd ship.

Varioue coursee entering North Poulari
Passage and to anchorage.

Anchored berth 43, Dunbea Bay, N.C.
Commenced discharging mliscellaneous cargo
to shore.

Anchored as before in berth 43, Dunbea Bay,
New Caledonia.
Discharging cargo by boat to shore.

Qoo o .

W.B.FLETCHER,Jr.,
Commander, U. 8. Navy,
Commanding.
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U.S.S. LIBRA (AK 53)

From3: Commanding Officer.
To: Commander TASK FORCE BIXTY-TWO,
Subjects Report of Landing Operstiocns 7-9 August,l1942,

References ) COMTASKFCR €2 mailgrem 100115 of Aupust,l942,

& _
b) U.8.M.R, ,Arte. 712 and 874,

(
(
(

Enclogcure?

A) Report of Executive Officer, U.S.S.LIBRA.
) In compliance with referenceg (a) and (b), renort
of sctivities of LIBRA during the period 7 - 9 August 1s sub-
mitted in the following paragraphs. My degpatch 110346 of
Aupuet replied to information requested in ltems afirm to king
inclucive of reference (a),- the data being "ncne" in each case.

e Inaemuch as LIBRA undertcok no independent oper-
ations, remaining throughout in company with Squadron Xray,
date which are avallable to higher authority are not reneated
herein excent as necessary for clarity of the narrative. Sinca'
the »rinmary mission of LIBRA in the operations wae assumed to %
be the transportation and landing of cargo and some marine ver-
sonnel, this phase will be etressed in that which follows.

Se Narrative.

() As of 0000, 7 August, LIBRA was in position as,
lagt ship in column in Division "B" of Transport Squadron X, .
An epproech disposition AR-3, On board in addition to the ghip's
complement were 1l officers and 2682 enlisted personnel of the
Marine Corps., Total cargo on board at that time 1s estimated
at 2200 tons, major items being ammunition, aviation and motor
gagoline, nrovisione, vehicles (including 14 amphiblous tractors),
diegel oil, kerosene, and miscellaneous genersl cargo. The sghinp
was loaded to about one third capacity.

(b) 7 August.

0430 General Quarters.
0449 Steadied on course 120° true approaching
transport area "XW, gtandard speed 12 knots.

(1)
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CONFIDENTIAL
AK53/A8/(07) Auguat 12,1942,
Subject: Report of Landing Operatlions 7-92 August, 1942,
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0630 HMorning twilight.

0606 lanned debarkation stations.

06135 Planes launched from crulsers of fire support groups.

0614 TFire Support Croups opened fire on shore targets.

0630 Holgted boats to rail.

0654 Sunriee.

0646 Stopned on execution of signal by OTC.

0648 Backed on execution of signal. Stopped, maintaining
poesition in formation.

085l Unon execution of signal to land the landing force,
lowered boats intc water.

0701 Received signal that Zero hour was set at 0910,

0710 A%l boats water borne and despatched in accordance with

0711 ]} Commenced opening hatchee. Loaded two boats with equipment
Tfor eveclal weapons battalion. Transferred vehicles and
cargo stowed in hateh trunks to deck stowage, to gain access
‘fo amphiblious tractors stowed in bottom of lower holds.

0950 Cn despatch from OTC started maneuvering inshore toc 100
fathom curve, keeping line of bearing and positlion on
flegship,

1125 In compliance with signal from OTC moved to anchorege
2000 yardes off and parallel to beach "red",

1130 Digembarked one officer and 43 men, 4 20mm mounts and
4 l=ton trucks of speclal weapons company.

1215 Commenced disembarking officers and troope of 3rd Battallon
Headguarters and Service Battery, and completed at 1315.

1315 On signal from OTC sent 2ll boats except those 5 engaged
ag gbove to assiet unloading HEYWCOD.

1325 8ignel to prepare to repel air attack. Went to General
Quarters,

1330 Commenced firing with AA battery at targets of opportunity.

1331l Ceased firing, as targets were eilther out of range or in
such position that own ships would have been endangered,
About 15 enemy planeg observed and four observed to have
been brought down.

1340 Secured from General Quarters, started unloading cargo.

1504 (eneral Quartere to repel alr attack. Did not open fire as
no sultable targets in range. Elght planes slghted and
three thought to have been brought dowm.

1515 Secured from General Quarters. Resumed working cargo.

1700 Unloading of ship slowed by non-return of boats from beach,
and by breakdowns.

2200 Due to slowneas of return of boats, bepan sending working
parties from the sghip with each boat to expedite unloading.

24
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CONFIDENTIAL
AX53/A5/(07) August 12,1942,

Subjects Report of Landing Operations 7-9 August, 1942,

1169
1203

1206
1230
1345

e . T T . T

8 Aupust, 1942,

Stopped discharging cargo pursuant to ordere recelved
from OTC.

Resumed discharge of cargo.

Received slgnal to prrepare to repel alr attack.

General Quarters.

Underway, various courses and speeds, takigg pogltion in
crulsing formation AC-3 on Base Course 000~, gtandard
greed 13 knots,

In position,

Standard speed.

Commenced radical course changes by simultaneous turns
and emergency turn eignals from OTC,

Cheerved enemy aircreft formation to northward,-about

19 planes. Attack on Tulagi or ships in Tulagl area in
progress.

Cbgerved eome bombg from high level bombere fall in trans-
port area but noted no hits.

Alr attack on transport formation from northeasterly
direction. Commenced firing. Three planes in succession
anproached from gtarboard quarter pregented targets and
Tire wns directed upon them.

Obgerved plane crash into starboard superstructure of
GEORGE F.ELLIOTT and immediately burst into flamesg.

Cne plane flying at low level approached close aboard
starboard quarter but sheared off to port prior to crash-
ing, It 1s probable that hites were obtained by 20mm guns
on thig plane.

Ceased firing, '

Courses approaching anchorage off beach "red",

Secured from General Quarters.

1400(about) Signal to prepare to repel alr attack. Varilous

1430
1635

1701
1706
1917
1330
2150
2800

2245

courses and speeds Jolning formatlon.

Emergency simultaneous turne upon signal from OTC.

General Quarters,

Secured from General Quarters. Acting independently
approaching anchorage off beach "redh,

Anchored,

Resumed discharge of cargo. Few boats returned from beach.
SOUTHARD moored to starboard silde.

Commenced dilscharging fuel to SOUTHARD.

Completed fueling SOUTHARD,

SOQUTHARD cast off. HOVEY expected alongside but did not
eprear, Recelved word by offlcer meseenger to concentrate
on unloading of aviation gasoline.

#14 Remp boat reported on beach full of water. |

& s’
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CONFIDENTIAL
'm_{s‘:s'% 29/ %0'7) August 12,1942,

Subject: Report of Landing Orerations 7-9 Aupust,l942,
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(a) 9 Aupust, 1942,

0150 Obgerved parachute flaree dropped by aireraft over Lunge
Point and aleo to the northeast.

0151 Sounded General Quarters,

0154 Heard gun fire - apparently 8-inch or larger to the north-
west and obeerved what appeared to be reflections of gun
flashes from that direction.

0201 Underway. Obgerved BARNETT standing to northward and toolk
station astern of her. Other shipse of Squadron "X" under-
way but prescribed formation not taken.

0210-0630 Various courses and sreeds astern of BARNETT, During

most of thie period visibility was poor, reducing

to 500 yards at times. Parachute flares were obaerved

from time to time. Heavy gun fire noted at intervals.
0630~ Various courses approaching anchorage off beach "red",

0710 Anchored., Resumed discharging cargo. DBoats very slow
returning from beach.

0845 Prevared to get underway to repel sir attack on signal
from OTC.

0860 Underway. Varlous courses and speeds forming crulsing
disposltion AC-3, Course 350%r.,stendard speed 12 knots,

09156 General Quarters.

0027 Commenced radical simultaneous turne in compliance with
gignals from OTC.

1100 Approaching beach "red",.

1113 Secured from Generel Quarters. lMade preparetioneg for

holsting boats.

1325 Digenbarked 3 officers and 74 enllsted marines( the re-
nainder of those on board- except the acting tranesport

unartermaster and his assistent).

1455 ompleted holsting boats, heving picked up 2 WL, 3 TR,
and 6 TR belonging to ALCHIBA,

1500 Varilous courses and speeds preparing to form sortle dig-
position.

1608 8et courege 1065%rue, speed 14 knote., Entered swept channel
through Lunga Passage.

4, Efficiency of Ship.

(a)Efficiency of Unloading.

I consider the efficiency of unloading the sghlp to
have been approximately €0 percent. I attribute this low
figure to the followlng factors:

|
o %
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CONFIDENT
AKBE/A2/ (0 August 12,1942.
Subject: Report of Landing Operatione 7-9 August ,l1942.
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(e) Poor initisl stowage of cargo as a result of lack of
time &t Wellington, N.Z., to dilscharge and reload the ship in
an orderly and proper fashion.

(b) Insufficient boats. 2 WL and 14 TR only were avallable.
Toward the later phases not less than three of these were elther
beached or temporarily under repair,

b (c) Delay in unloading boats after theilr arrival at Beach
ned,

(d) Insufficlient personnel. The ships company plus & varty
of 70 marines provided not quite a watch and watch for discharg-
ing of cargo. When it became necessary to discharge own boats
at Beach Red, unloading became an all hands Job. Individual
personal efficiency dropped as low as 50 percent.

(e) Deley in returning boate to ship upon arrival at anch-

oreafe,
LJ(f) Time lag in securing from gun stationes and assemblling
at unloading stations. '

(b) Efficlency of Armament.

The anti-alreraft battery (4-3"/60 cel.) and the 8
20mm antl-aircraft machine guns functioned without defect. A
total of 62 rounds of 3" and 1000 rounds of 20mm were fired.

5. Conduct of Crew.

(2) The conduct and performance of duty of the crew was
in every respvect satlisfactory. No confuslon or excessive ex-
citement wae observed while under alr attack, During the periods
when cargo was belng dlscharged, the attitude on the part of all
hande wee one of grim determination to get the Jjob done as well
and as fast as possible.

During the early morning action of the 9th scme evid-
ence of "erves! appeared, but shortly quleted down. At that
time, the great majority of the officers and crew had been
elther at battle stations or discharging cargo for forty-elght
hours continuouely and were pretty well worn out.

There were no individual incldents of personal per-
formance of duty brought to my attention which deserves speclal

mention.

(5)

R
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CCOIF %QEI'-TT IAL
53/A9/ (07 August 12,1942,

Bubject: Report of Landing Cperatlons 7-9 August, 1942.

-—0————:—-——-——-————-—————_.

6, The report of the Executive officer, Lieut.Comdr.
A.B,DIOKIE, U.8.N., is transmitted herewith as enclosure 4).

Mw.ﬂ-ﬁb‘ '
W.B.FLETCHER,Jr.

Copy $Comdr, TransDiv 10(ComTaskGroup 62.1)

(6)
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U.S. 8. LIBRA (AK 53)

August 12,1942,

Froms Executive Cfficer.
To: Commanding Officer.
Subject: Battle of Gudalcanal, Soloman Islands.
August 7-9, 1942,

Reference: (a) Article 948, U,8. Navy Regulations.

1, During the Battle of Guadalcanal, August 7-9, 1942,
most incldents obeserved from station Battle Two were obsgexrved
from the bridge, so will nect be repeated. However, those incldents

that, it is Lelieved might not have been fully observed from the
bridge are glven }erewith.

2e During the first enemy bombing raid about 1330,
August 7, at least three splaches occurred in the water directly
astern at about 150-200 yards. Undcubtedly thesq splashes were
cauged by shells from our own force drouPin from a great height.
During this perlod a projectile in #3, 3"gun etuck; the case
cominr looge., The cage wae replaced and fired later. gune #9
and #4 fired during this period. The 5" did not. lNo hite were
observed.,

Oe During the second rald at about 1509, August 7, the
#3 and #4, 3" guns fired. The 5" did not. MNo Lite were observed,

4, During the bombing and raeild at about 1157, August 2,
three enemy heavy bombers, in formation close to the water, were
observed approaching on the starboard quarter. During the first
part of the apnroach one of our own force blanked the targets.

The #& and #4, 3" and 5" guns were ready to fire at first opnor-
tunity. At thie time cne of the enemy planes was hit, struck the
water and caught fire at a distance of 16500-2000 rds from LIBRA,

As the reua*ning two planee cleared, gune #8 and #4, 3" guns opened
- fire. OCne of these two enemy planes erashed into tke GEORGE F.
ELLIOTT and the other Just cleared our bow. This last plane wes
fired upon by #4, 3" gun, when it came intc view on LIBRA'!'S port
bow. Some 20mm bullets from guns forward were observed tec enter
and pase closely to thie plane. The 5" did not fire.

(1)
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August 12,1942,

Subjects Battle of Guadalcenal, Solomen Islands,
August 7-9, 1942,
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B, About 01850, August 9, observed four or five whife
flares at about 2000 feet elevation over Guadalcanal., About
0168, pune #3 and #4 fired a few rounds in general direction
of new flaree as they appeared.

6. The Battery Officer and men at guneg #3 and #4, 3",
5", Surfeoce Lookoute #5 and #6, Ammunition party aft., and Battle
Two were alert and verformed all thelr duties in a odralse worthy
manner,

A,.B.DICKIE,

(2)




MATLGRAM
100115

SUBMIT BY VISUAL FOLLOWING NUMBERS REGARDING PRISONERS AND
SURVIVORS ON BOARD BY ITEMS X AFIRM TOTAL PRISONERS BAKER
INJURED CAST DEAD CWN SHIP DOG MISSING EASY INJURED FOX
CFFICER SURVIVORS COTHER SHIPS GEORGE INJURED HYPO DEAD INT
EI'LISTED SURVIVORS CTHER SHIPS JIG INJURED KING DEAD PARA
FOR INJURED INDICATE NUYBERS PROBABLY FATAL SERIOUS Al'D
FAVORABLE X GIVE NAME AND RANK SENIOR OFFICER SURVIVOR EACH
OTHER SHIP ON BOARD X PROVIDE SURVIVORS WITH CLOTHING AlD
USUAL COMFORTS ¥ SUEMIT MUSTER LISTS BY SHIPS OF SURVIVORS
TO COMSCPAC VIA ME COPY TO TASK UNIT AND TASK GRCOUP COMMAND-
ERS AND SENIOR OFFICERS OF SHIPS ON BOARD ON ARRIVAL PORT X
INDICATE CHARACTER OF WOUNDS X ATTENTION INVITED ARTE ETCGHT
SEVEN FOUR AND ELEVEN THIRTY EIGHT NAVY REGS AND ARTS ETCHT
EIGHT EIGHT AND THIRTY FIVE TWENTY BUMED MANUAL X

From: COMTASKFOR 62 Date: 8/11/42.

Action To: TASKFOR 62 (LESS)
CHICAGO, CRESCENT CITY,ALHENA.
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COPY OF LIBRA DESPATCH 110348 of AUGUST.

Z A223 110346 OKZ2 GR d BT

YOUR ‘100115 NONE,

Froms LIBRA. Date: 11 AUGUST.
Action To:COMTASKFOR 82.
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CONFIDENTTIAL

WAR DIARY

U,8.8, LIBRA (AKS53

MONTH OF

SEPTEMBER ,1942

Asslgned to: U.S8. PACIFIC FLEET. '- =
SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE ; -
AMPHIBIOUS FORCE W
TRANSPCRT DIVISION TEN.
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CONFIDENTIAL
September 1,1942:

1300~

1700~

September 2,1942:
0600~

0800~
0830-
0845~

12560~
1264-
1300~
1815~
1900~

September 35,1942:

0530~
0720~
0800

September 4,1942:

1845-
1945~

Anchored in berth 43 Dumbea Bay,
Noumea, New Caledonla.

Discharging cargo to shore, completing
at 1000, :

Recelved Commander Amphibious Force,
South Pacific, Movement Order Al2-42
directing Task Group 62,1 proceed to
Tongatabu for training.

Recelved CTG 62.1 operation order 3-42,

Anchored in berth 43, Dumbea Bay,
Noumea, New Caledonia.

Underway varlous courses in company
Tagk CGroup 62.1 standing to sea and at
passed thrcughoNorth Poulari Passage.
Set course 2507, Speed 14 ots.
Changed couregy and axis 242°. Took
crulsing formation line of aeogion guldes.
Changed course and axis to 112o True.
Changed course and axis to 082" True,
Exerclsed at tactics.

Changed course to 0523 True.

Changed course to 082 True.

Underway in company Task Group 62.l1

enroute Tongatabu on course 082° True,

Speed 14 knots. Formation of line of

gsection guldes.

Sighted MATHEW I, on port bow,

S8ighted HOWARD I. bearing 065 .

Changed course to 083°.

Changed speed to 15 knots.

1200 Position - Lat, 22°.33% 8.
Long. 172°-09' W,

Underway in company Task Group 62.1

enroute Tongatabu on course 083°True,

Speed 15 knots, in formation of line

of section guldes.

1200 Poesition - Lat, 21°-51' 8.
Long. 178°9-05!' E,

Changed course to 113° True.

Changed course to 083° True.
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September 5,1942:

0800~
1350~
1430~
170C~

September 6,1942:
1000~

September 7,1942:
1000-

September 8,1942:

September 9,1942:
0710~

0813~
0840~
0919~

1200~
2030~

September 10,1042:

0719~

1955=

Underway as before in company Task Group

62.1 enroute Tongatabu on course 083° True

Speed 15 knots in formation of line of

section guldes.

Changed course and axis to 073°,

1200 Position - Lat. 213-11' 8.
Long. 175" -66' W,

8ighted Tongatabu dead ahead.

Various courses and speeds entering

Nukualofa Harbor in column formation.

Anchored in berth 10. - a

Set clocks to Zone (-) 12 19™- 129,

Anchored in berth 10, Nukualefa, Tongatabu.
Exercised at boat drills.
(Training Exercises L-1, 1-2).

Anchored in berth 10, Nukualoefa,Tongatabu.
Exercised at boat drills

Anchored in berth 10, Nukualofa, Tongatabu.
Exerclised at various drills.

Anchored in berth 10, Nukualofa, Tongatabu.

Underway in company Tesk Force 64 in com-

pliance CTF 62 despatch 070715/September

and CTF 64 Sortie Order 1-42.

Passed Point "X",

Formed line of Divislon Guides.

Set course 270°, Speed 14 knots.

Set clocks to (-)13 time.

1200 Position - Lat., 20°-60' 8,
Long. 175°-50' W,

Changed course and 8 to 282° True.

Changed course to 2756~ True.

Underway in company Task Force 64 enroute

Segund Channel, Espiritu Santo on course

275° True, speed 14 knots.

Formation in line of Division Guides.

Changed course to 270° True.

1200 Position - Lat, 199-50!' 8,
Long. 178°-26' E,

Changed course and axis to 320°True.
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September 11,1942%

0745~

1830~
2030~

September 12,1542:

0649~

071 0=
0715-

1500~
1658~
1800~
1821~

2031~

September 15,1942
0061~
0400~
0500~
0805~
1300~

1426~
2000~

Underway in company Task Force 64 enrocute

Segund Channel, Espiritu Santo on course

276° True, speed 14 knots.

Changed course and axis to 2856° True.

1200 Position = Lat. 17°9-17%' 8,
Long. 173°-20%!' E.

Changed course to 240° True.

Changed course and axis to 295° True.

Underway in company Tagk Force 64 enroute
Segund Channel, Egpiritu Santo, on course
295° True at standard speed 14 knots.
Changed course to 270° True. Changed speed
to 13 knots.

Changed course to 260° True.

Sighted land on both bows. Various courses
approaching and transiting Belugn Straight.
1200 Position - Lat. 15°-.57' 3,
Various coursesg approaching eastern entrance
to Segund Channel and toward anchorage.
Anchored in berth C-2.

Set eclocks to Zone «l11 time.

Underway in compliance signal of SOPA to
avoid possible air attack.

Joined transport formation as 3rd ship in
column in section 2. Formation in line

of section guldes.

Course 140° True. BSpeed 14 knots.

Desdiv. 22 as screen.

Underway as before in company Transport

Group and destroyer screen on coursge 140°

True, speed 14 knots.

Changed course and axis to 180°TRUE.

Roxeraed course by series of emergency

45 turne to starboard.

Inverted order of ships to natural order,

Changed course and axls to 325° True.

1200 Position - Lat. 16%-49' g8,
Long. 167°-27! E.

Various courses entering Segund Channel

to anchorage C-2.

Anchored in berth C-2.

GRAYSON alongside for fuel.

J6
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September 14,1942:
0250~
1050~

1556~
1628~

1727-
1834~
1851~

1904~

September 15,1942:

0019~
0650~
0730~

0751~

1910~

September 16,1942:

0515~
0900~
1030~
1300~

1545~

Anchored as before in berth C-2, Segund
Channel.

MONSSEN alongslde for fuel.

MONSSEN cleared side.

General Quarters. Alr raid alert.
Underway 1in company all transporte and
merchant ships on orders from SOPA to
avold possible alr raild. Enroute Vila.
Formed line of section gulides.

HEYWOOD, BETELGEUSE, LIBRA section leaders.
Merchant shipes in column astern.

Course 140°, Speed 8 knots.

8/M contact reported. Right 45° by
emergency turn.

Resumed Base Course.

Changed speed to 11 knots.

Underway as before in company HEYWOOD,

BETELGEUSE and several merchantmen enroute

Vila, Erats.

Course 140% True. Spesd 11l knots.

Changed course to 1809,

S8ighted friendly ships and aircraft ahead.

BETELGEUSE and six ships left formation

for Vila.

HEYWOOD, LIBRA, DEL BRAZIL, PRESIDENT POLK

continued enroute Noumea, via east of New

Caledonia, o

Changed course to 176~ True.

Changed speed to 15 knots.

1200 Position - Lat. 18°-51! 8,
ong. 168°-04!' E,

Changed course to 177° True.

Underway as before, enroute Noumea, New

Caledonia in company HEYWOOD, PRESIDENT

POLK, DEL BRAZIL.

Course 177°9, speed 15 knots.

Changed course to 260" True,

Changed course to 295° True.

Changed course to 336° True.

1200 Position - Lat. 22%.48' 8,
Long. 166°-26' E,

Various courses entering North Poularl

Passage and thence to anchorage.

Anchored in berth 41, Dumbea Bay. New

Caledonia.
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CONFIDENTIAL

SBeptember 17-23, 1942: Anchored in berth 41, Dumbea Bay,
New Caledonia.

September 24,1942: Anchored in berth 41, Dumbea Bay, New
Caledonia.
0600~ Underway and at
0700~ Moored to starboard side of PRESIDENT
ADAMS. Transferring partial cargo to
PRESIDENT ADAMS.

September 25,1942: Moored to starboard side of PRESIDENT
ADAMS in berth 7, Dumbea Bay. Transferring
partial cargo to PRESIDENT ADAMS.

September 26,1942: Moored to starboard side of PRESIDENT
ADAMS in berth 7, Dumbea Bay.
0600~ Underway and at
0630~ Anchored in berth 41.
1000~ Received CTF 62 operation plan Al6-42,

September 27,1942: Anchored in berth 41, Dumbea Bay, New

Caledonia.

1145~ Underway standing to sea, enroute
Funafuti, Ellice I., in accordance CTF 62
operation plan Al6-42 and CHESTER (OTC)
despateh 261100/September.

1320~ Cleared Nerth Poularl Passage. Formed
column astern CHESTER (OTC) and HEYWOOD,
speed 12 knots, distance 700 yards.
FARENHOLT, LARDNER, LAFFEY Jjoined as
screen.

1345- Changed course to 166° True. Changed
speed to 14.5 knots. °

1700~ Changed course to 086  True.

1900- Changed course to 1163 True.

2200~ Changed course to 070" True.

September 28,1942: Underway in company CHESTER(OTC), HEYWOOD,
and soroen6
Courge 070 True, Speed 14.5 knots.
0000~ BSet clocks to 0ll% Zone.
0430- Changed course to 056° True.
0700~ Changed course to 062° True.
Changed speed to 15 knots.
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CONFIDENTIAL

September 28,1942:(Cont'd)

1850~
2030~

September 29,1942:

0700~
1125~

1234~

1630~
1800~

September 30,1942:

0702~
09156~

1224~

1230~
1241~
1400~
1530~
1900~
2100~

1200 Position - Lat. 22°-.08' 8.
Long. 170°-26' E.

Changed course to 096° True.

Changed course to 053° True.

Underway in company CHESTER (OTC), HEYWOOD,

and destroyer screen.

Course 053% True, apeed 15 knots.

Changed course to 072 True.

Changed course to 036° True.

1200 Position - Lat. 19°-35' 8.
gn 175°-06"' E.

Changed course to 040 True.

Changed speed to 14 kgots.

Changed course to 010 True.

Changed course to 016° True.

Underway in company CHESTER(OTC), HEIWIOD,

and destroyer screen.

Courge 016 True. BSpeed 14 knots.

During night Jjoined with Task Group 62.6,

less detached units.

Changed course to 0656° True,

Changed speed to 14.5 knots.

1200 Pogltion - Lat. 15 -19' Se
Long. 177%-21!' E,

Emergency turn 45° starboard on signal of

hydrophone effect.

Resumed course.

Changed speed to 15 knots.

Changed speed to 156.5 knots.

Changed speed to 15 ots,.

Changed course to 090% True.

Changed course to 060° True.

E ; - 5\ .
W.B.FLETCHER,J».”,
Commander, U, 8. Navy,
Commanding.




CONFI

Agsligned to:

/f/f_. 2
O: 7/ >,
-~ 2-

DENTIAL

WAR DIARY

U.S8.8. LIBRA (AK53)

MONTH OF
OCTOBER , 1942, -

-l
- =

=
A

U.S. PACIFIC FLEET.
SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE
AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
TRANSPORT DIVISION TEN.



ONFIDENT
October 1, 1942:

0518~
0617~
0715~
0935~

1153~
1155~

1800~
1825~
1900~

October 2, 1942:

0200~
0611~
0730~

1149~

October 3, 1942:

1500~
1608~

1655~

1655~
1719~

2500~

Underway in company Tasgk Group 62.6 less

detached units enroute Funafuti,Ellice I.

on course 060-True, Sgeed 15 knots.

Changed course to 040%.

Changed course and axis to 000° T,

Sighted friendly ships on starboard bow.

CRESCENT CITY and two DD (LAFFEY, BUCHANAN)

Joined formation.

Formed cruising disposition "8%,

Changed course to 0308. Speed 12 knots.

Changed courase to 000 T, Speed 14 knots.

1200 Position - Lat. 12°%-14! 8,
Long. 179%-066' W.

Changed axis to 345°,

Changed course to 030° True.

Changed course to 345° True.

Underway in company Task Group 62.6 enroute
Funafuti, Ellice I.

Course and axls 345°T. Speed 14 knots.
Crulsing formation "S".

Changed course to 294°.

Changed course to 260°.

Changed course to 325°, Various courses

and speeds approaching Funafuti and entering
Lagoon via TeAve Matcika Passage, with trans-
port group.

Anchored off Fanuafale.

Commenced discharging cargo via ship's boats.

Anchored off Fanuafale, Funafuti, Ellice Is. ,
in company CRESCENT CITY, HEYWOOD and 2 DD.
Discharging cargo to shore vlia ship's boats.
Remaining unite of T.G. 62.6 screening
operatione off shore.

Completed discharging cargo.

Underway. Varlious courses standing to sea
via TeAve Matelka Passage and at

cleared the barrier reef.

Set course 145° . Speed 15 knots.

Course 165°., Speed 15 knots.

Took station in cruising formation "S" in
company Task Group 62.6.

Changed course and axis to 200°,

4/




CONFIDENTIAL

October 4, 1942: Underway in company Task Group 62.6 en-

route Noumea, New Caledonia.
Course 200° True. Speed 15 knots. Cruleing
formaition "S",

0700~ Took special formation for fueling destroyers
from crulsers. Formation speed 12 knots.

1100~ Formed crulsing disposition "8" on course
185° at spped 156 knots.
1200 Position - Lat., 12°-44' 8.

Long. 178°-37' E.
2030~ Changed course and axis to 230° True.
2300~ Changed speed to 13 knots.

October 5, 1942: Underway in company Task Group 62.6 gnroute
Noumea, New Caledonia, on course 230%True,
Speed 13 knots in cruising formation "8¥,
05630~ Changed speed to 16 knots.
1020~ Escort less two destroyers left formation,
heading to the westward.
1200 Position - Lat, 179-02!' 8,
aong. 175°9-31"' E,

1410~ Changed course to 225° True.

October 6, 1942: Underway in company CRESCENT CITY, HEYWOOD
and _two DDe enroute Noumea, N.C., on course
226° True, speed 15 kpots.

0900~ Changed course to 220~ True.
1200 Position - Lat. 21°-02' 8,
Long. 171°-12' E.

October 7, 1942: Underway as before on course 220° True,

Speed 15 knots.

0000~ Changed course to 260° True.

0700- Changed course to 326° True.

1030- Changed course to 350° True.

1140- Changed course to 015° True.

1155- Changed course to 050° True.

1215~ Entered North Poulari Passage, varlous
courges and speeds and at

1330~ moored to port side of J.C.DONNELL for fuel.

1730~ Underway and at

1745- Anchored in berth 44, Dumbea Bay.

“H2-



CONFIDENTIAL

October

October

October

Cctober

October

October

October

8-10,1942:
0800~

11, 1942:
1100~

12-15,1942:

14, 1942:

0600~
0730~

0800~

15-18,1942:

19, 1942:
1200~

1300~
1445~

20, 1942:
05630~

Anchored in berth 44, Dumbea Bay, N.C.
Commenced transfer of remnant cargo to
HEYWOOD via boat.

Anchored 1n berth 44, Dumbea Bay. N.C.
Discharging cargo to HEYWOOD and ashore.
In compliance with CTF 62 mailgram 090210
October shifted berth to alongside

88 MANOERAN to load cargo.

Moored to port side S8 MANOERAN in Great
Roads, Noumea, N.C., receiving cargo(slowly)
Also loading bombe from LASSEN and COPALAE,

Moored as before to S8 MANOERAN in Great
Roads, Noumea, N.C.

Underway.

Moored to starboard side SS ALCOA PENNANT
at Grand Quay, Port Noumea.

Loadlng cargo.

Moored alongside SS ALCOA PENNANT at Grand
Quay, Port Noumea loading cargo.

On 18th, at 0600 stood off to allow ALCOA
PENNANT to stand out and at 1415 moored

to Grand Quay.

Moored to Grand Quay, Port Noumea, N.C.
Loading.

Completed loading.

Underway and at

Moored port side to S8 ELI WHITNEY for
cargo in Great Roads, Noumea.

Moored port side to S8 ELI WHITNEY in
Great Roads, Noumea.

Underway in accordance CTF 62 desgpatch
190847/0ctober enroute Segund Channel,
via Flla, Efate I., in company Task Unit
62.5.6 (HOPKINS, OTC).
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CONFIDENTIAL
October 20,1942 (Cont'd.)

0800~ Pasesed through North Poulari Passage.
0833~ Coursge 170° True, Speed 15 knots.
1030~ Changed course to 125°.
1140- Changed course to 110°,

1200 Poeition - Lat. 230-08' 8.
gng. 167°-01' E.
1215~ Changed course to 071
1500~ Changed course to 053°
2200~ Changed course to 000°True.

During darkness TREVER, ZANE and 4MTB

left formation.

October 21,1942: Underway in company Task Unit 62.5.6,
1ess detached units, enroute Flla on courese
000° True, speed 15 knots.
0300~ Changed course to 545° True.
1200- Changed course to 007° True.
1200 Position - Lat. 180-45% 8.
Long. 168 °.10t E,
1540~ Various courses and speeds entering Mell
Bay, Efate, and
1653~ Anchored in berth "A", Fila Harbor,Efate,N.H.

October 22,1942: gnohored as before in berth "A",Fila Harbor,
fate.
0245~ Loadlng deck cargo.
0545~ Underway standing to sea, enroute Segund
Channel.
0625- Set course 240°, Speed 15 knots, in company
HOPKINS, CTU 62.5.6, ge escort.
0730~ Changed course to 3568~ True. .
1200 Position - Lat. 16°=356"' 8.
JLong. 167°-55' E.
1235- Changed course to 323° True.
1620~ Varioue courges and speeds entering Segund
Channel.
T.U. 62.5.6 dissolved.
1726~ Anchored in Segund Channel 600 yards east
of berth A-l.
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CONFIDENTIAL

October 23,1942: Anchored to eastward of berth A-l, Segund

Channel.

0300~ Observed flares and heard gun-fire to east-
ward.

0308« Observed shell splash in channel, 2 milee
to eastward.

0316~ Own planee taking off.

1045~ Underway and at

1130~ Anchored in berth B-l.
Commenced loading mlgcellaneous cargo.

Cctober 24,1942: Anchored in berth B-l, Segund Channel.
Loading mliscellaneous cargo.

October 25,1942: Anchored in berth B-l, Segund Channel.

Loading cargo.

1300- Received ComSoPac 242351 establishing a
general alert.

1600~ Flag hoiet from NEVILLE(Senior Transport
Present) to prepare to get underway.

1615~ CTF 62 despatch 250200/0October creates
special Task Group to depart Segund Channel
for Fila - NEVILLE,OTC,

1715~ Underway standing to sea.

1800~ Formed line of section guldes on course 142°,
Speed 15 knots. &

2250- Changed course tc 177 True.
Changed speed to 13 knots.

October 26,1942: Underway enroute Fila, Efate, in company o
NEVILLE, HEYWOOD, FORMALHAUT on course 177",
epeed 13 knots.

0630~ Various courses entering Mell Bay and Flla
Harbor and
0800~ Anchored.

October 27,1942: Anchored in Fila Harbor, Efate, N.H.

October 28,1942: Anchored in Fila Harbor, Efate, N.H.
In compliance CTF 62 260600/Cctober
transeferred 10 officers, 200 men of First
Marine Alr Wing to FULLER.




CONFIDENTIAL
October 29,1942:

1700~
1800~

1845~
2220~

October 30,1942:

0100~
0700~
0810~

October 31,1942:
1800~

Anchored in Fila Harbor,Efate. Recelved
CTF 62 despatch 280312 forming T.U.62.4.5=
BELLATRIX , LIBRA with MANLEY, McKEAN for
passage Segund Channel.

Underway standing to sea in company Task
Unit 62.4.5 . o

Set course 248, Speed 15 knots.

Course 000°- Speed 15 knots.

S8lowed to 2/3 - BELLATRIX broken down.
Pagsed CHESTER to port, headed south slow
speed.

Underway enroute Segund Channel in company
Task Unit 62.4.5 on course 000, speed 15
knote, steaming at 2/g speed.

Changed course tc 323" True.

Various courses entering Segund Channel and at
Anchored in berth A-4,

Loaded remnant cargo.

Anchored in berth A-4, Segund Channel,
loading cargo.
Completed loading.

W.B.FLETCHER,Jr.,
Commander, U. 8. Navy,
Commanding.
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CONFIDENTIAL

November 1,1942: At anchor in berth A-4, Segund Channel,
Espiritu Santo Island.
Awalting orders and assignment to Pask
‘ Organization.
0630~ Underway to fuel from SS FLAGSHIP SINCO
and at
‘ 1330- Returned to anchorage berth A-4.

Nov. 2 = 7,1942: At anchor Segund Channel, berth A-4.
Awalting orders.

November 8,1942: At anchor berth A-4, Segund Channel.
1400~ Received CTF 62 despatch 070430/November,
assigning LIBRA to Task Group 62.4-
CTG 62.4 in ATLANTA,
Recelved CTF 62 operation plan A23-42 and
Tagk Force 67 despatch 070917 and 070952/Nov.

November 9,1942: At anchor berth A-4, Segund Channel.
0930~ Underway on signal from CTG 62.4 standing
to sea enroute Guadalcanal, Solomons.
Standard speed 15 knots.
Formed column astern ATLANTA (OTC), ZEILIN,
with BETELGEUSE in column astern.
4 DD in A/8S screen.
1104- Set course 350°, Speed 16,5 knots,
1200 Position - Lat. 15°-19' 8,
Long. 167°-20!' E.
1330~ Changed course to 316° True.

November 10,1942: Underway as before enroute Guadalcanal 1in
company Tagk Group 62.4 (ATLANTA,OTC.) on
course 316° True, speed 15.5 knots.
1011~ Sound contact by screen.

Emergency maneuvers.
1046~ Resumed course and speed.

1200 Position - Lat. 11°-07! 8.

Long. 163°-12' E,

1207- Changed course to 311°True. 4
1412~ Sighted San Cristobal I.,bearing 255 True.
1500~ Changed speed to 14 knots.
1707- Changed speed to 13 knots.
1810~ Changed speed to 12 knots.
1830- Changed course to 296°True.
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CONFIDENTIAL

November 11,1942: Underway as before in company Task Group

62.4 enroute Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.
Course 296° True. Speed 12 knots.

0334~ Sighted Nuga I. light bearing 289°.

0345~ Changed course to 259° True entering Sealark
Channel on various courses and approaching
anchorage off Lunga Point.

0545~ Anchored one mile north of Tenaru River,
commenced discharging cargo from all holds.

0917~ Recelved alr attack warning over radio net.

0919~ Underway, formed column on course 000° True,
estern ATLANTA, ZEILIN, BETELGEUSE with
destroyer screen.

0925« Radlical simultaneous course changes on flag
slgnal from CTU 62.4.

09356= Observed formation of 9 dive bombers
approaching over Guadalcanal.

0941~ Commenced firing on two low level dive
bombers approaching on port gquarter,

0943~ Near miss, 100 1b bomb, 100 feet off port
quarter.

0943%- Near miss, 100 1b bomb, 20 feet to port of
No.2 held.
Radlo antennae and fore truck shot down by
etrafing attack.
Some distortion and slight leakage frames
40-46 port slde above turn of the bilge.

0945~ Ceased firing. One dive bomber shot down
and crashed off port bow.

1000~ ZEILIN apparently in trouble.

1016~ All clear. Returned and at

10289~ Anchored. Resumed dlscharge of cargo.

1106~ Alr raid warning . 27 bombers with fighter
escort approaching from southward over
Guadalcanal.
Underway. _Jolned formation as before on
course 000°. Speed 15 knots.

1125~ Observed enemy bombers formation over
Henderson Alrfileld, very high. Bombs dropped
on airfield.

1127- PFired 3"/50 cal. ranging shote - all short.
No approach on shipe by bombers.

1136~ Ceased firing. Maneuvering to return to
anchorage.

1206~ Anchored. Resumed discharge of cargo.
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CONFIDENTIAL

November 11,1942(cont'd.)

1800~

2000~
2045~

Note:

November 12,1942:

0303~
0614~

0812~

1000~

1019~
1100~

13528~
1527-

1411~

1412~
1425~

Underway in company Task Group, standing

to eastward through Sealark Channel,
Changed course to 090°True.

ATLANTA and destroyer screen left formation
to Join Task Force 67.

BETELGEUSE (OTC) and LIBRA on north and
south courses maneuvering in Indispensable
Straight. No escort.

See LIBRA letter AK53/A9-8/(020) of

November 17,1942 and enclosures attached,
concerning detﬁila of actions of this date.
See MicposCRIA 4/1?(304 (pP. 16

Underway in Indispensable Stralight on
alternate north and south courses 1ln company
BETELG—EUSEo Speed 15 knots.

Course 260" True, speed 12 knots approach-
ing Lungo Channel, and passage thereof .
Anchored to east of Lunga Polnt. Discharging
cargo.

Four transporte of Task Force 67 anchored
off Kukum. Support and escort TF 67 dilsposed
to northward.

HOVEY alongside for fuel.

CTF 67 despatch 112237/November assigns
BETELGEUSE and LIBRA to Transport Divisilons,
Task Force 67. (Task Group 67.1).

HOVEY clear of slde.

Cbserved bombardment of enemy shore positions
to westward by unite of screen and support

oup.
Ezdio warning of approach of enemy torpedo
plane squadron.
Underway on various courses to Jjoin Transport
Division 2, as third ship 1in column. Course
340° gpeed 14 knots.
Various radical course changes on flag
hoiet signal from CTF 67 in McCAWLEY,
Sighted large formation of enemy torpedo
planee close to water approaching from
northeast.
Commenced firing.
Ceased firing. About 8 enemy planeg shot
down by shlpe - burning on water. None
escaped.
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CONFIDENTIAL

November 12,1942(cont'd)

1425~
1521~
1700~

1830~
1900~

2027~
2138-
2340~

Note:

November 13,1942:

Ol51-
0335~
0517~
0520~

1700~

November 14,1942:

0100~
0800~

1030~
1122-

Various courses returning to anchorage.
Anchored. Dilscharging cargo.

Received CTF 67 despatch 120529/November
to get underway and stand out about 1800~
LIBRA 3rd ship in TransDiv 2.

Underway.

In position in formation in column, with
gcreen ahead. BSpeed 14 knots.

Varicus courses standing to eastward
through Lengo Channel.

Course 105° True.

Course 135° True.

Course 160° True.

See LIBRA letter AKS53/A9-8/(020) of
November 17,1942 and enclosures attached
hereto for detalled report of actlion this
date.

Underway in company Task Group 67.1 and

destroyer escort enroute Segund Channel

on course 160° True, speed 14 knots.

LIBRA 3rd ship in Division 2, in column

formation,

Changed course to 151°True.

Changed course to 125°True.

Changed course to 145°True.

Formed line of division guldes.

1200 Position - Lat. 12°0-02' 8.
Long. 162°-23' E.

Changed course and axis to 110° True.

Underway in company Task Group 67.1 plus
destroyer escort enroute Segund Channel
on course 110° True, speed 14 knots.

LIBRA 3rd ship in Division Two in formation

line of divielon guldes.

Changed course and axis to 120° True.
Changed course to 110°.Changed speed to
13 knots.

Changed course to osog True.

Changed course to 090 True.



CONFIDENTIAL

November 14,1942:(cont'da.)

1303=
1600~
2145~
2214~
2220~
2250~
2400~

November 15,1942:

0530-
0705-
1400~
November 16,1942:

0530~
0700~
0800~

1100~

November 17,1942:

0810~
0830~
1600~

1700~

1824~
2000~

1200 Position - Lat. 14°-21"' 8.
Long. 166°-42' E,

Changed course to 120° True.

Changed course to 090° True.

Formed column of divigions.

Changed course to 170° True.

Changed couree to 260° True.

Formed line of divieion guides.

Changed course to 210° True.

Underway in company Task Group 67.1 and
destroyer excort enroute Segund Channel

on course 210° True, speed 13 knots.
Formation in line of division guides, LIBRA
ord shlp in Transdiv 2.

Various coureee and speeds forming column
and enterling Segund Channel, and at
Anchored in berth B-7.

Loading cargo by boat from CRESCENT CITY.

Anchored as before in berth B-7, Segund
Channel. Loading cargo by boat from
CRESCENT CITY.

Underway and at

Moored to port side TAPPAHANNOCK.

Fueling and loading gasoline drums. Loading
by boat from ZEILIN,

Recelved CTF 62 despatch 160420 forming
Task Unit 62.4.2.

Moored to port side TAPPAHANNOCK in Segund
Cheannel, loading gasollne and loading cargo
by beat from ZEILIN,

Underway and at

Anchored in berth B-7.

Underway enroute Guadalcanal in accordance
CTF 62 despatch 160420/November .

Took PAB-4 in tow alongside to port.
Varioue courses standing to sea.

Streamed PAB-4 astern. Towllne fouled.
PAB-4 clear. B8et various courses to Join
Task Unit 62.4.2 (BETELGEUSE -OTC).
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CONFIDENTIAL

November 17,1942 (cont'd.)

2127~

November 18,1942:

0042~

0145~
0538~

0852~
0932~
1245~

1315~
1346~

November 19,1942:

0140~
0215~
0900~

1250~

1320
1400~
1700~
2100~

In Position. Course 000° True, speed
12 knote. Zig-Zag. Increasing speed
on order from unit commander to 15 knots.

Underway enroute Guadalcanal 1n company

Task Unit 62.4.2 on course 000° True.

Speed 15 knots. PAB-4 in tow astern.

Pelican hook on fantalil parted dropping

tow. Maneuvered to pick up tow.

PAB-4 alongslde.

New tow line rove. Underway course 315°,

speed 13 knots.

Bridle on PAB-4 parted.

Maneuvered to plck up tow.

PAB-4 alongslde. Remade brid%e.

1200 Position - Lat. 149-37' 8,
Long 167°-00' E,

Proceeding. Course 315 Speed 10 knots.

Hydrophone effect. Ghanged course to 150°True.

Changed course to 315°True.

Changed speed to 10.8 knots.

During both perlods while laylng to
recovering PAB-4, BETELGEUSE and destroyer
screen maneuvered in vicinity, sometimes
close aboard, but frequently 2 to 5 miles
distant,

Underway in company Task Unit Gg 4.2 en-

route Guadalcanal on course 315~ True.

Speed 10.8 knots. PAB-4 in tow astern.

BETELGEUSE and screen patrolling statlon,

sometimes close but more frequently at

distance of 2 to 5 miles.

MUSTIN dropped depth charge and at

reported sound contact.

Changed courese to 000°True.

1200 Position - Lat. 120-—04' 8.
Long. 168 O.56" E.

Sound contact reported.

Changed course to 126° True.

Returned to course 000 True.

Changed course to 2'700 True.

Changed course to 000 True,

Changed course to 270° True.
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CONFIDENTIAL
November 2Q,1942:

0100~
0500~

1300~
1715~
1730~
2000~
23556~

November 21,1942:

04056-
0500~
0622~
0630~

1510~
1519~

1643~

1715~
1912~

November 22,1942:

0404~
0555~

1658~
1902~

November 23,1942:
0355=
0547~

1215~
1230~
1710~
1846-

Underway in company Task Unit 62 4,2 en-

route Guadalcanal on course 270° True,

Speed 10.8 knots, with PAB-4 in tow.

Changed course to 000 True.

Changed course to 270° True.

1200 Position =- Lat., 10°9-24' 8,
Long. 162°-22' E,

Changed course to 335° True.

TREVER, ZANE Jjoined T%sk Unit.

Changed course to 270° True.

Changed course to 310° True.

Changed course to 270° True.

Underway in company Task Unit 62.4.2 en-
rouge Lunga Point, Guadalcanal on course
270%True, at speed 10.8 knots, towing PAB-4,
Entered Lengo Channel.

Various courses approaching Lunga Point and at
Anchored to eastward of Lunga Polnt.
Commenced discharging cargo by boat to shore.
Delivered PAB-4 to BOBOLINK,

Alr rald warning by radlo.

Underway on signal from CTU 62.4.2. Various
courses to northward.

Returned to anchorage.

Continued dlscharge of cargo.

BETELGEUSE aground.

Underway with escort and at

Anchored in Tulagl Harbor.

Anchored in Tulagl Harbor.

Fueled TREVER and ZANE.

Underway and at

Anchored to eastward of Lunga Polnt.
Discharging cargo. Boats( having worked all
night unloading BETELGEUSE) very slow.
Underway on northerly course and at
Anchored Tulagl Harbor.

Anchored Tulagl Harbor.
Underway on southerly courses.
Anchored east of Lunga Point.
Discharging cargo.

Alr rald warnlng.

All clear.

Underway to northward and at
Anchored in Tulagl Harbor.



Co DENTIAL

November 24,1942:
0400~
0537~

1700~
1835~
1854~
2147~

November 25,1942:
00556~
0425~
0435~
0650-
0800~

1820~
1857~
2130~

November 26,1942:
0326~
0422~
0645-

1000~
1700~

2100~
2230~
2240~
2300~

Anchored Tulagl Harbor.
Underway to southward
Anchored east of Lunga Point.
Discharging cargo.

Underway to northward and at
Anchored Tulagl Harbor.
Commenced fueling ZANE
Fueled MUSTIN.

At anchor Tulagl Harbor.

MaCALLA elongside for fuel.

Recelved PAB-6 alongside.

Underway to southward.

Anchored to east of Lunga Point.
Recelved CTF 62 despatch 240447, directing
MacFARLAND to Join LIBRA for passage to
Segund Channel.

Recelved CTU 62.4.2 deespatch 232155/lov.
to form Task Unit 62.4.5 LIBRA, lMcCALLA,
TREVER.

BETELGEUSE left area.

Underway for Tulagl.

Anchored Tulagl.

At anchor Tulagl Harbor.

Alr rald warning.

Underway to southward.

Anchored to east of Lunga Point.

BARNETT Present. ALCHIBA headed for
Tulagl.

Discharging cargo.

Cargo unloaded.

Task Unit 62.4.5 (LIBRA, TREVER,McCALLA,
MGFARLAND) underway for Segund Channel
with PAB-6 in tow astern.

Varioue courses through Lengo Channel at
2/3 speed (8 knots) awalting McFARLAND
to Join. TREVER despatched to asslst
McFARLAND.

TREVER ,McFARLAND in sight astern, and at
Jolned formation.

Ahead standard speed 12 knots.

Changed course to 128° True.
ComSeronSoPac 260427/November asslgns
upkeep alongside VESTAL.




CONFIDENTIAL
November 27,1942:

0500~
0650~
0710~
0800~
0930~
1015~

1900~
2100~

November 28,1942:

13500

November 29,1942:

0200~
0600~

0700~

1200~

Underway with Task Unit 62.4.5 (LIBRA,CTU)
enroute Segund Channel on course 128°True.
Speed 12 knots (to make 10.5 good) with
PAB-6 1n tow astern.

Changed course to 090° True.

Stopped awalting McFARLAND.

McFARLAND rejoined.

Changed course to 133° True.

Circled McFARLAND whlle latter effecting
repairs to Jury rudder.

Resumed base course.

1200 Position - Lat. 109-22! 3.
Lgng. 162" -40! E.
Changed course to 090
Changed course to 133° True.

Underway with Task Unit 62.4.5 (LIBRA CTU)

enroute Segund Channel on course 133° True,

speed 12 knote to make 10,5 good.

PAB-6 in tow astern.

1200 Position = Lat. 13°-06¢ 8.
Lgng. 165°-50! E.

Changed course to 140~ True.

Underway with Task Unit 62.4.5 (LIBRA OTC)
enroute Segund Channel on course 140° True.
Speed 12 knote to make 10.5 good with
PAB-6 in tow.

Changed course to 180° True.

Various courses approaching and entering
Segund Channel and at

Anchored in berth D-8.

Delivered PAB-6 to Naval Base.

Disbanded Task Unit 62.4.5.

Discharging passengers and miscellaneous
cargo ashore.

Received loading ordere, CTF 62 despatch
280755/ November.
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CONFIDENTIAL
November 350,1942:

0600~
0620~

0800~

At anchor in berth D-8, Segund Channel,
Espiritu Santo I.

Underway and at

Moored port side to JOAQUIN MILLEER in
berth A-6.

Commenced loading gasoline drumse and
loading 90mm ammunition and small arms
by boat from shore station.

mg""‘_h““‘—‘-m?; .
W.B.FLETCHER,Jr.,

Commander, U. 8. Navy,
Commanding.




CONFIDENTIAL

Assigned to:

WAR DIARY

U.8.8. LIBRA, AKSS,

MONTH OF

DECEMBER, 1942.

U.S5. PACIFIC FLEET.
SOUTH PACIFIC FCRCE,
AMPHIBIOUS FORCE,
TRANSPORT DIVISION TEN.




CONFIDENTIAL

December 1,1942: Moored port side to 88 JOAQUIN MILLER

in berth A-6, Segund Channel, Espiritu
Santo I., in compliance CTF 62 despatch
280755/Novenber loading cargo. p

December 2,1942: Moored port side to S8 JOAQUIN MILLER

in berth A-6. Loadlng cargo.

1550~ Underway and at

1615~ Moored port slde to LAKAWANNA for fuel.
Continued loading.

December 3,1942: Moored port side to LAKAWANNA in Segund

Channel.

0600~ Underway and at

0820~ Anchored in berth B-S5.
Continued loading.

December 4-5,1942: Anchored in berth B-5, Segund Channel.

Loading cargo, slowly.

December 6,1942: Anchored in berth B-5, Segund Channel.

Loading cargo.

0200- Recelved CTF 62 despatch 050155/December,
to prepare depart for Guadalcanal afternoon

: of December 6th.

0215~ My 051556 reports completion of loading
afternoon eighth.

1000~ CTU 62.7.3, 060303 designates PERKINS as
escort destroyer.

1600~ CTF 62 0860055/December to form Task Unit
62.4.5 (LIBRA (OTC) McKEAN,PERKINS). Tow
PAB-6 and devart for Guadalcanal afterncon
December 6.

1700~ CTF 62 despatch 060326/December modifies
his 060055 and delaye departure, until
8 December arrival early 11 December.

1700- PERKINS, McKEAN reported for duty.
Continued loading by boat from ashore.

December 7,1942: At anchor in berth B-5, Segund Channel.

Loading cargo by boat from the shore.
0500~ BSet Condition II 1n compliance SOPA,060435.

ST



CONFIDENTIAL

December 8,1942: At anchor in berth B-5, Segund Channel.

Loading cargo from the shore.

0500~ Set Condition II.

1600~ Completed loading.
Underway. PAB-6 in tow along port side.
Formed Task Unit 62.4.5. Various courses
etanding to sea, in compliance CTF despatch
0600565 as modified by his 060325, both of
December.

1740- Streamed PAB-6 astern.

1800~ Standard sgeed 12 knots to make 10 good.

1822~ Course 0607 True.

1800~ Course 000° True.

2400- Course 305° True.

December ©,1942: Task Unit 62.4.5 underway enroute
Guadalcanal on course 305° True. Speed
12 knots to make 10 knots good. PAB-G
in tow astern.
1200 Position - Lat, 13°%-31!' 8.
Long. 185°-32! E,
1900- Changed course to 2700 True.
2100- Changed course to 305° True.

December 10,1942: Task Unit 62.,4.5 underway enroute

Guadalcanal on course 305°True, spped
12 knote to make 10.5 good. PAB-6 in
tow astern.

0826~ Changed course to 313° True.
1200 Position - Lat. 119-16' s,

Long. 161 -56' E,

1800~ Changed course to 550 True.

2000~ Changed course to 002 True.

2231~ Changed course to 316° True.

December 11,1942: Task Unit 62.4.5 underway enroute
Guadalcanal on course 316°True, speed
12 knote to make 10.5 good with PAB-6
in tow astern.

0220~ Changed course to 270° True.

0300- Entering Lengo Channel on varlious courses
to westerly at varlous speeds durlng inter-
mittent blinding rain.

Approaching anchorage off Lunga Point.
0619~ Anchored to east of Lunga Polnt.

MERCURY and 8S JOHN TEAL anchored. LIBRA

is SOPA.

2



CONFIDENTIAL

December 11,1942 (Cont'd.)

0630~ Delivered PAB-6 to BOBOLINK.
Discharging cargo.

1244~ Radio air raild warning, underway, forming
up with MERCURY and JOHN TEAL on northerly
course, surrounded by destroyer screen.

1320~ All clear, returned to anchorage and at

1344~ Anchored east of Lunga Point.

1620- A/S patrol (SC476) made sound contact and
dropped depth charge pattern.
Underway on various courses to northwest
to stand clear.

1700~ Various coureses approaching TULAGI HARBOCR,
Radio warning from ComSoPac to expect ailr
rald on Guadalcanal and Tulaegl between 2000
and 0100,

1820~ Requested by ComAdNavBase Solomons to keep
all DD's of screen in condition of readiness
by reason of enemy activities.

1842~ Anchored Tulagl.

1907~ DEHAVEN alongslde for fuel.

December 12,1942: Anchored in Tulagl Harbor.

0115~ Enemy surface craft reported N.W. of Guad-
alcanal (Lunga Point).

0400~ DEHAVEN and SCUFFLEY ordered to search for
enemy destroyers and to complete destruction
of two reported on fire off Cape Esperance.

0400~ Delayed departure from Tulagl upon advise
from shore station that enemy destroyers
were stlll off entrance.

0600~ No further advise. Underway with MERCURY
and 88 JOHN TEAL for Guadalcanal and at

0766~ Anchored east of Lunga Polnt.
Discharging cargo.

0705- McCALLA, HOVEY, 88 JOHN TEAL departed area
to eastward throu Lengo Chennel.

0755~ Task Unit 62.4.4 (AMERICAN LEGION and
S8 ROGER WILLIAMS) at anchor off Lunga.

10560~ ComSoPac warng by radio that alr raild 1is
to be repeated.

1100~ BAUFFLEY returned to Tulagil.
DEHAVEN reports result of night search
negative.

1700~ Underway to northward in company ships of
Task Unite 62.4.4, 62.4.5 and 62.4.3,

of




CONFIDENTIAL

December 12,1942(cont'da.)

1725~
1850~

1900~
2230~

December 13,1942

0425~
0624~

1302~

1402~

1645~

1845~
2100~

December 14,1942:
0424~
0710~
16568-
1829~

1847~

December 15,1942:
0415~
0559~

Task Unit 62.7.1 (MINNEAPOLIS and escort)
standing out.

Tagk Unit 62.7.2 (NEW ORLEANS and escort)
standing out.

Anchored in Tulagl Harbor.

Observed searchlights and AA fire to
southward.

Anchored in Tulagi Harbor in company units
of Task Units 62.4.4(SOPA), 62.4.5, and
62.4.5 and destroyer escorts.

Underway to southward

Anchored to east of Lunga Point.

Task Unit 62.4.7 (HUNTER LIGGETT -CTU -
DEL BRAZIL and screen) at anchor.
Discharging cargo to shore.

Alr rald warning. Underway forming on
northerly courses, speed 15 knots.
Maneuvers on signal from CTU 62.4.7.

All clear and returned, anchoring to
eastward of Lunge Point. Resumed discharge
of cargo.

Underway in company MERCURY, 8S DEL BRAZIL,
88 ROGER WILLIAMS and escort for Tulagi.
Anchored 1in Tulagl.

Alr raid warning.

No "all clear" signal.

At anchor Tulagl Harbor.

Underway with 88 ROGER WILLIAMS and MERCURY.
DEL BRAZIL remalnes at anchor with anchor
engine trouble.

Anchored east of LUNGA Pt.

Discharging cargo.

Underway for Tulagl in compliance CTU 62.4.7
despatch 140205/December.

Anchored Tulagil.

Recelved warning of expected submarine
activity off Tassofarongo.

McKEAN alongside for fuel.

At anchor Tulagl.
Underwey for Lunga Polnt.
Anchored east of Lunge Point.

Discharging cargo.

L2




CONFIDENTIAL

December 15,1942(cont'd.)

1735~
1905~

December 16,1942:
0400~
0540~

1150~
1240~

1245~

1430~
1445~

1700~
1835~
1906~

2240~
2540~

December 17,1942:
0400~
05635-
0600~
1330~
1337=

1505~
1550~
1825~

Underway for Tulagl with escort.
Anchored Tulagl.

Received CTF 62 despatch 150226/December
to tow PAB-4 to Segund Channel.

Alr rald alerts throughout the night.

At anchor Tulagl Harbor.

Underway with escort for Lunga Polnt.
Anchored east of Lunga Point.

Discharging cargo.

Destroyer A/S screen report sound contact
140° from Lunga Point.

A/S patrol (plane) dropped sméke bombse
and depth bombe 2000 yards to east of
anchorage.

Underway and formed column with BETELGEUSE
and S8 ROGER WILLIAMS.

Various courses and speeds.

Reports of search "negative'.

Anchored off Lunga Point. Resumed dlecharge
of cargo.

Underway for Tulagl with escort.

Anchored Tulagl.

BUCHANAN moored alongside for fuel.
Received CTF 62 deepatch 152325/December
cancelling his 150225 (towing PAB-4)

Alr reid warning. ;

All clear.

Anchored Tulagl Harbor.

Underway for Lunga Point.

Anchored off Lunga Point. Discharging cargo.
Task Unlt 62.4.9 anchored off Tenaru River.
Completed discharging. h
Underway enroute Noumea,N.C. with PERFINS,
McKEAN ag escort in compliance CTF 62 des-
patch 060055 as modified his 060335 both of
December. Various courses to eastward
through Lengo Channel, stardard speed 15
knots.

Cleared swept channel.

Changed course to 135% True.

Changed course to 171° True.
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CONFIDENTIAL
December 18,1942;:

1600~
1800~

December 19,1942:
05630~
0800~
2400~

December 20,1942:
1100~
1123~
1300~
1730~
1816~

December 21,1942:

December 22,1942:
1612~
1652~

December 23,1942:
December 24,1942:

0545~
0720~

Task Unit 62.4.5 (LIBRA,PERKINS,McKEAN)

underway enroute Noumea,N.C., on course

171° True, speed 15 knots.

1200 Position - Lat., 139-46! 8,
Long. 161°-32! E.

Detached PERKINS wilth orders to proceed

Segund Channel in complliance CTF 62

despatch 152325/December.

Changed speed to 14 knots.

Task Unit 62.3.5 underway enroute Noumea,N.C.
on course 171" True. Speed 14 knots.

Changed speed tc 15 knots. .

Changed course to 146° True.

1200 Poseition - Lat. 19°-18!' 8.

Long. 162°-38! E.

Changed course to 116~ True.

Task Unlit 62.4.5 underway enroute Noumea,
N.C.,on course 1168° True, speed 15 knots.
Changed course to 090°, approaching North
Boularl Passage and at

Entered passage thence on various coursges
and espeeds approaching Dumbea Bay and at
Moored port side to NECHES for fuel.

Task Unit 62.4.5 dlssolved.

Underway and at

Anchored in berth A-7 Great Roads.

At anchor berth A-7, Great Roads,Noumea,lN.C.

At anchor berth A-7, Great Roads,Noumea,N.C.
Underway and at

Anchored in berth A-10, Great Roads.
Recelved CTF 62 despatch 220514/December
regarding loading.

Anchored in berth A-10, Great Roads,Noumea,N.C.

Anchored in berth A-10,Great Roads,Noumea,l.C.
Underway in accordance Port Director,Noumea
despatch 230240 and at

Moored etarboard side to Grand Quay,

Port Noumea.
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December 24,1942(cont'd.)

December

December

December

December

Decenber

0930~
1445~

Commenced loading cargo.

SS JOHN P.HCLLAND moored to port side.
CTF 62 mallgrams 232120 and 240452
concerning loading.

26-27,1942: Moored starboard slde to Grand Quay,

28,1942:
0630~

0730~
1900~

29,1942:
1030~

3041942

51,1942:
1630~
17156~

Port Noumea, N.C.
Loading cargo slowly.

Moored starboard side to Grand Quay,
Port Noumea.

Underway and at

Anchored in Port Noumea.

Commenced recelving cargo by lighter and
barge.

Anchored in Port Noumea, N,.C. Loading
cargo by lighter and barge.

Recelved CTF 62 despatch 281110/December
forming Task Unit 62.6 comprised of
HUNTER LIGGETT (CTU) F.FUNSTON, PRESIDENT
JACKSON, PRESIDENT ADAMS,PRESIDENT HAYES,
CRESCENT CITY, LIBRA and maybe BELLATRIX.

Anchored in Port Noumea,N.C, Loading cargo.
Recelved CTF 62 operation order A26-42
(serial 00530).

Anchored in Port Noumea, N.C.

Loading cargo.

Underway in compliance CTG 62.1 despatch
292215 and at

Anchored in Dumbea Bay, berth 7 A.

ernsg}eﬁ_g‘JL_“ﬁh?;.
W.B.FLETCHER,Jr.,
Commander, U. 8. Navy,
Commanding.



| CONFIDENTIAL ¢ ?

DAILY WAR DIARY U.5.8,.LI5RA(AKS )
Time Zone Descrintion - 21 Dote_1/1/43
En Route from_At:- Noumea, New CaledoRhda

1. (a) Designation of ¥ajor Tack Force or Fleet:Task Force 62, SoPacFor.
(t) Designation of Next Higher Ecnelon:_Task Group 68,6
(¢) Destynation of Unit: Transport Unit #2 - 62.6.2 .

Compositicn of Units
HUNTER LIGGETT

LISRA

USAT FREDRICK FINSTON

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the
izmcdiate ougerior! OTG 62.6 rder 9-42 based on CTF 62 Oporder
—SoRgg SR

((b) Brief of tne dlirectivel(s) coatained thereins
Proceed in company with Taek Group 62.6 on 1 Jan, 1943, from
Noumea to Soloman Island Ares, discharge cargo and troopas,
and retire as directed

3. (a) Ship's Position (LCT) At:-
0500 Lac._g2-26 8  1200.Lat, 2186 § 2000 Lut,.20-40 B _

Long. 166-10 E Long.168.09 B LU AG3-4L ¥
(b) Course and distance wade

g9 since previous noon,.
(e) Yotes on metcorological conditions (Af ony) which may have

Afrecoted tThe missions




. S ——"—

DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LIBRA(AK53) Date:__1/1/48
4, Brief of Day's Operations:-

(a) Base Course Various Standard Specd_15.8

Position in Formation: Section 2., 3rd. 8hip

(b) Changes in course and Spced:-

TIKE CHANGED
0500 Underway, Various Cdursees
0N _Bage Course and Axi® 300 True
S —Standard Speed  To 15,5 Knote
L N _Base Course and Ax\#> 320 True
(c) Changes in Formation:-
os12 Took station in Sortie dlispositlion.
0700 Formed Crulsing Disposition #1.

(d) Changes in composition of Unitie-

(¢) Summary of Contacts:i-
0920 Friendly Plane - 135° T

(f) Brief of operations of othcr Unitete

(g) I=zportant informatipon of own Or cncmy forces:-

0 (2)




CCNFIDENTIAL . v

DAILY WAR DIARY. U.8.8.LI8RA (AK53) Date:__1/A/43

5. Service Anmunition expiendodl=

IN ACTION LCOS OR DESTRUCTION
(a) 5%*/51 Cal,
(b) 3"/50 Cal. N N
(c) 20 mm AAMG O_n . N
E E

(d) .30 CZil.

(c) Depth Charges

6. Summary of Importent Orders roceived and decisions reached:

NONE

T PRemarzs on matceriels and opcerational fcetures not includod in

acCtion riportsi-

8. Action Reports and reports required by Articles 712(2)(3) and

874(6), USN Rcge. arc not (ape) incliuded,

eoRHe L. C. ‘;)‘
Somzandcr, U.B.0.,
Commending.,




CONFIDENTIAL ¢ 5
DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LISRA(AXS3)
lime Zone Descrintion =11 Dote _)1/2/43

En Route from__ Noumea, New Caledonia®>  Tulagl

1. (a)
(k)
(c)

2, (a)

((b)

<. (ﬂ}

(b)

(¢)

Designation of Major Task Force or Fleet:Task Force 62,SoPacFor.

Designotion of Hext Higher Ecnelon:_Taek Group 62.8

Deeignation of Unit:_ % *) U

Composition of Unit:
HUNTER LIGGETT

LIBEA

USAT FREDRICK FUNSTON

The operation plan or order (despatch) of the

immediate superior: CTG 62.6 Oporder 9.42 based on CIF 62 Opoxder

l-fﬂ-‘ﬁ
Brief of tne directivels) contained therein:

Proceed in company with Taek OGroup €2.8 on 1 Jan. 1943, from
Noumea to Solomon Island Area, Diecharge cargo and Troops, and
retire as directed

Bhip'a Position (LCT) As:-
0800 Lat.)8° - 148 1200.Lat,]7° - 178 2000 Lat._)6° . 178
Long.18g0. 168 Long,.182° - 18E Long.162° - 36E
Course _ Various and dietance 345 =nde

g°4 esinoce provious noon,

Notes on metcorological conditions (if any) which say have

nffected the mission:




DAILY WAR DIARY . U.S.S.LI3RA(AK53) Date:)/2/43

L, Brief of Day's Operaticns:-

(a) Base Course 320°T, 319%Gyro, 302°PSTGC Standard Specd_18.6

Fosltlion in Formation: Segtion 2,3rd, Ship

(b) Changes in course and Spced:-

TIME  CHANGED

R O — Base Course and Axieo_338° 1
0645 [l " * " To 008° 7
1429 n n S " To_00¢° %
1800 _Bpeed To_185 Knote

(c) Changes in Formation:-

TIME CHANGED

(d) Changes in compnosition of Unit:-
None
(¢) Summary of Contactst-

(f) Brief of sperations of JLacp yoitel-

(g) lmportant inforzation of own or cnezy forcesi-

O (2] b4

—



CONFIDENTIAL . v

DAILY WAR DIARY. U.8.8.LIBRA (AK53) Date:_1/2/43

5« Service Anmunition cxpendedi-

- o . ——— . o~ - - - —— .
IR ACTION LC8S OR LESLRUUTIUN

(a) 5%/51 Cal.

(b) 3"/50 Cul, N _ N_ .
(c) 20 mm AANG N -

‘d) t:‘o c&’l.

(c) Depth Chergcs

6. Sumanpy >f Importont Orders roceivod and decisions reachod:

=
-

! : A g =" . a ” A sk
f« ACmATLs On matiriole and operaticonal footuree not incluldod

action reportol-

8. Action Reports and reports required by Articles 712(2)(3) end

874(6), USKH Rige. arc not (arc) inciuded,

Maﬂ-——ﬂ-n._ﬁ}

Commending.

-——
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CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LIZRA(AK53)

Time Zone Descrintion_ o 1) Dote l-3-43
En Route fros_Noumea,New Caledonia To TULAGI

l, (a) Designation of ¥ajor Tack Force or Fleet: Task Foree 62,8cPacFor.
(b) Designation of Hext Higher Echelon:_ Tagk Group 62.86 Tl
(¢) Designation of Unit!__ Tranaport lnit #2, 62.6.2 Yuer 25

Composition of Unit!
HUNTER LIGGETT

LIERA
USAT FREDRICK FUNSTON

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the
CTeé 62.6 9-42 Based on
immediate suserior: CTF 62 OpORDER A-26-42.

((b) Briefr of the directivels) contained therein:
Preceed in company with Task Group 62.6 on 1 Jan. ,1943, from
Noumea to Bolomon Island Area, Discharge cargo and troops, and
retire as directed.

3. (a) Ship'e Position (LCT) At:-

0800 Lat. 18-2] 1200.Lat, 11°30'8 2000 Lut X0°OWS
Long. 1682-56 Long. 162°59'E Lzr.g.lﬁﬂo-“

(v) Course __YARIOUS and distance 350 _ zade
g gince provi 8 noon,
5 4 . . ;
(c) lotes on meteorological conddtions (if any) which may have

affected the mission:

N



« Brief
[.'*.} Bn
(t) C
(c)
(d) Ci
(¢) 8
(f) &

R DIARY U.8.8.LI13RA(AKS3) Datet 1-3-43

Course 006°7, 0063°Gyro,352°PATGE  Staidnrd Specdld knota.
n in Formations ~ BECTION 2, 3rd SHIP,

L e A —Bpeed = -°__16.0 Knots
el _Course and Axie > 318° Trus
. S . Bpeed . = To__15,0 Enots

s - - _Qourse and Axis ?J_m:_m i
g34o_ = B Course and Axis 315 True

= P ——
r—.'.:. s TR Bl

it N —

1750 Formation to approash disposition 1.,
LIBRA beeoming 3rd Ship let Bection.

« > o= .
sntacts: -

0610 Sound eontact with 8/M by DD of sereen- Negative.
1204 BSound eontaet with S5/N by DD of sereen- Negative.

r

r
i

perations of otner Unites-

1100 Task Foree 67 sighted on atarboard bean.
Remained on parallzli eourses within visual range
during daylight.

- PR . - ™ - L1 -« ——_ - F .
f ¥ ™ g ~ - ] -
i A WI'SGA A O - . W - £ - 4w a




CONFIDENTIAL o *

DAILY WAR DIARY. U.8.8,Li5RA (AK53) Jntol le3-43

5« 8ervice Ammunition cxpended:=-

'@ L - - -\35 - - - R A
i i . "
438 AUVILUN P . 2ond & 8L

(a) 5"/51 Cal, NONE NONE
(b) 3%/50 Cal. s 1

(c¢) 20 mm AANG L]

-

(a) .30 Cal. " ]

(c) Dcopth Charges . .

6, Summery >f Important Ordcrs reccived and decisions rcached:

fe Remariks on matiriale and opcrutisnal featurcs not Ancludod in
action riportai-
- o JEemp . pe S - - - n—— o « =f N/ -
8. Action RAgports and reports rooulred by Articles Ticl2ii3; and

874(6), USK Rige. arc not KEEE) inciuded.

UJ“"'-_.—.-anI T, U.goﬂc 2

Commending., 9‘




te From Noumea,New Celedonia  To Tulagl

ne Descrintion - 11 ~ Dote_ l=4-45

e — e e —

En Rou
1, (a)

2. (n)

1, (n)

Designation of Major Tnek Force or Fleet: Task Force 62,80PFac

ael g1 '_. It 1 ,:t‘,T :“;.1:'.".9!' Lu;. 'AJ ' ln.k Grc"'!p 6 _6

w

Deelgnetion t: Transport Unit 62.6.2

Comooeition of Unit: Bunter Liggett
Libra
USAT Frederick Funston

The operation plan or order (despatenr) of the

inmcdiate superior: QGT6¢ 62.6 OpOrder -4

Brief of the directivel(s) contained therein:
Proceed WHITE POPPY to Solomons Area, dlischarge troope
and cargo and retire.

(]
-

Posision (LCT) Av:- 0653 Anchored Tulagi,S8.I.

0800 Lat. ~ 1200.Lat,

- 4 -
i ince pr 1OouB ST
- o~ » Ll
- =~ - W - - ]
- - : ] L™ &
¢eted Shd 288130132




DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8,LIBRA(AKS3) Dater _ 1=4-43 1

L, Brief of Day's Operations:-

(a)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(r)

(g)

Base Course 315° True : Standard Specd__ )5 Knote
Foeltion in Formetlion: Spd, Ship in column, Section I

Changes in courseec and Spcedil-

TIKE CHANGED

_OE80 . _Qourse To_ 9%,
0530 N Gourge __To 026°r,
0630 _Course 7o__Various

W —— _fBpeed To_Yarious

Changes in Formation:-
TIME CHANGED
0100 Formation to Approach Disposition No. 2

(LIZRA ie 7th. ship in Traneport column)

Chanses in comndglition of Uniti=-
0700 HOVEY and MANLEY joined Task Group 62.6

Suzmary of Contacts:-

By radio--Subzarine by RDF Learing 536 from lunga Polnt,

Brief of operations of othcr Unitsle-

! \
L1 L)

Ipportent inforzation of own or cnemy fordesi-

(2) '

-



CONFIDENTIAL = !

DAILY WAR ARY S5.8,LiI3RA (AK53) Datc:_ January 4, 1943,
L w 'a & -

ARG — NONE -—_— -

530 Left T.0. 62.6 and proceeded Tulagi with GANSEVOORT as
escort and screen.

Deliver d fuel to CANSEVOORT, BOBALINK, KIWI(HMNZS), MANLEY.




CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LI3RA(AKS3)
Time Zone Description -II Dote January 5, 1943, |
En Route From__ At Anchor Tc _TULAGI, Sclomon Islands

1. (a) Deeignation of Major Task Force or Fleet: JIFG2, SoPac.
(t) Deeilgnstion of Next Higher Echelon:_ _ 7¢ 62.6

(c) Designatica of Unit! 7™ 62.6.2
Composition of Unit! HUNTER LIGGETT
F. FUNSTON
LIBRA

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the l
immediate suserior:  QT¢ 62,6 Oplan 9-42 based on CTF Oporder M‘

((b) Brief of the directivel(s) contained therein:

Discharge troops and cargo in Solomon Island Area,
return as directfl.

1, (a) Ship'e Position (LCT) At:-__ Anchored, TULAGL |

0800 Lat. 1200.Lat, 2000 Lat. |
L’Jr.s. d . L°n80 LO!‘.‘.
(b) Course and distance zade

good since previcus noon,
(c) Notes on metcorological conditions (Af eny) which may have

affected the misslong

pr— . -

St e S




DAILY WAR DIARY U.S5.8.LI3RA(AX53) Date:_January &, 1943
L., Brief of Day's Operations:-

{(a) Bage Course —— . Standard 8Specd ==

Pogition in Formation: ===

(b) Changes in course and Spced:i=-

TIKE CHAIGED
NESITEES 10
To
To
To
(c) Changes An Formation:-
TIME CHANGED

(d) Changes in composition of Uniti=-
Formed Task Unit 62.6.19 LIBRA (CTU 62.4.19)
Frederick Funston, Grayson, Russell, Hughes, Meadt

(¢) Summary of Contacts!-

(r) Brief of operatisns of sther Unitele
1500 = Task Unit 62.6 departed Cactus.

loaportant infor=ation of own or cncay forcesi-

-
,
S

NONE

(T !, Lk
cax - e




CONFIDENTIAL ~ ® ®

DAILY WAR DIARY, U.8.8.L18R. J ) Jatc!:_January 5, 15945,
2 Serv Al el -
48 ACTITH LC98 o ¥ B
(a) §"/51 Cal, w=ww——
(b) 3*/50 C - _h .S ool =
{ O 0 ARLD ot sy T T i
f - _
L G L") — s == _
(i Charg St __& - e S—

. T » - s .-~ - e I.A0-& v v . .
& A - 1 ¥y \,” I'VEL ‘.\. . La s i O - h!lCn-Lv'I

e

CTG 62.6 Despatch 050141 directed formation of Task Unit 62.8

Fueled HOVEY and HMNZS TUI

t bess) |

(7. 50 R4 TSN S, A

__¥.3.7LETCER, Jr.

.19




CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LI3RA( AKS1)
Time Zone Description -II Dave y 6, 1943

En Route From__ At Anchor To_TULAGI, B, 1.

1, (a) Designation of Major Task Force or Fleet: Z.F, 62, SoPac
(t) Designation of Next Higher Echelon! 2. 0. 82.6
(c) Desigration of Unit: T 62.6.19

Composition of Unit!

LIBRA GRAYSON

F.FUNSTON RUSSELL
HUGHES |
MEADE |

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the
immediate susneriori:gng

{{b) Brief of the directive(s) conteined therein:

Discharge cargo at Solomon Island bases.

3. (a) Ship'e Position (LCT) At:-__Anchor TULAGI | |
0800 Lat, —==- 1200.Lat, ———- 2000 Lat, _==—=

Long. Long. Long.

(b) Course and distance znde

good since previous noon,
(e) llotes on metcorological conditions (Af any) which may have |

affected the miselont




DAILY WAR DIARY

U.8.8.LIBRA(AKS3)

4, Brief of Day's Operations:-

(a)

(c)

(d)

(¢)

(r)

Changes Ain course and Spcedi-
TIME CHALGED

To Various Course
and Bpeeds.

‘Anchored _at %®ex Luuga Point.
Underway tn_vgéog.:ggﬂu
Anchored _at XA TULAGI, 8, I,

Changes in

Chanses in compoelition of Unit:-

Sunmary of Contactal-

3ricef of operatione of osther Unitels
i:,:rtun:-:::sr:uzl.: of oOwn Or cnomy forcesi-

‘P




CONFIDENTIAL ®

DAILY WAR DIARY,

5. Bervice Ammunition cxpunded:-

- ——

=5t Ad
st NAvaeae
e —————

(a) 5"/51 Cal.,

U.8.8.LI8RA (AK53)

. -~ - . Ll el - L4 - — =k A
h‘\.ss Wil & dewdadV- 4 & v

(b) 3%/

ke
r(;J
e
-

(c) 20 mu

(a) .30 Cal,

(c)

Dopth Charges

6. Summary of Iaportant

T Rcmarks on matoeriels and

operational
action reports:-

and declisions rcachoed:

8. Action Reports and reports required by Articles 712(2)(3) and

LA T-1 A

(S Py

874(¢),

Rege. arc not (xmm) inclu

".w.a.

1§




CONFIDENTIAL

-

(n)

(v)

(a)

- - g - - c - - 1'
sl A o el Ve e e aad AL A J

Desig | ! jor Tosk Force or Fleet: 2.7.62 SoPae __
Designation of 1gher Ech T.08,62,6 3 5 2

c*

Déeslignation I Unit! T.B.‘z,s.l’

LIBRA
F.FUNSTON
GRAYSON
RUSSELL
MEADE
HUGHES

The operation plan or corder (despatch) of the

Acmediate suserior: grg 62.6 m_ﬂ-__lg_lg,_od on CTF m'”"

[
LIS
)
c?

Rl af

sSriel - . - 1 -~ L .o

- 1.
-4 L8 Qi -\'-.'L\{c ---- erelinl

Discharge cargo and troopn o.t MLNOII IBLA!ID BASES and
return as directed.

~A . -.: sy =4 I"_\. 'oo_
Sniple Fosition (LCT) At:-_ _Anchor at TULAGI, 6, 1, = .

Pl -dals * - . >
-
0800 Lat. ——n Lat. 20 Lat,
————— -—— -
- -~ . - X H:'..'o
-
- = . A .
- 1 ANG Gl - C = &
. -
b A : Q.
. - —
- - - - - - - - IQJ - W -l t
. 1 "
L «ed L - 4 o B




12

Undervway
Anchored
Undervay
Anchored

=

Dete:_ January 7, 19%3.

Various Course

: ’ﬁnmg;en'

. EKOLI and LUNGA

Yarious Course

--and speeds,
-TULAGIL, 8.1.

Condition "RED®- GENERAL QUARTERS - Anchor aveigh, AKEAD /3.
ERAL

Condition "GREEN"- Let gp anchor, secured from
ARTERS, Resumed unloadling shlp.

1



CONFIDENTIAL kS ’

(b) 3%"/50 C NONE 3= o
C AR e - S e = ErE
—NONE e P =
\ .. NONE e . b g

NONE




CONFIDENTIAL
DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LI5RA(AXS3)
"Ame Zone Description -II ___Dete__January 8, 1543,
En Route From__ At Anchor To_TULAGI, 8. I. "

ra— —— ——

1. (a) Designation of ¥ajor Task Force or Fleet: T.F. 62.8 SaoPac,

Next Higher Echelon: 2.6, 62.6 = =44
(¢) Designation of Unit: T.U, 62.6.19

Compositicon of Unit: LIBRA
F.FUNSTON
GFAYSON
RUSSELL
M_ADE
HUGHES
2: (a) The operation plan or arder (despatch) of the

lmacdiate suserior: gng 62.6 OpOrder 9-42 Based on COF OpOrd
A2G-42

-y

(b) Deedgnation o

\(b) Brief of the direcctivel(s) contained therein:
Discharge cargo and troops at Solomon Island Bases and return
as directed.

3. (a) Ship'e Position (LCT) At:-__Anchor at TULASI,K 8. I.
0500 Lat. 12C8.Lat, 2000 Lut,
Long. Long., Long.
(b) Course and distance 4= znde

go2d elnce previcus noon.
(c) lotes on metcorological conditions (Af any) which may have

affected the mission:



|

DAILY WAR DIARY U.S.8.LIBRA(AES3) Dete! _ January 8. 19438.

4, Brief of Day's Cperations:-

(a)

(b)

(a)

(¢)

Base Course e —— Standard Sperd wwwe

Position in Formation:

Changes Ain couree d&nd Spcedi-

- LR | -~y B ——
;I.s'.:. T WUV I AE

0437 Underway S

Chrnnee s m EFAawemat sy

LR s, 1 - -a v - s
s Fam s o N8
4l CRANGED
————— —_——
- — ———

Chanzes in composition of Unitie

Suznary of Cantactsi~
1007 MEADE reported s/m contact to LIBHA's Port.
1015 Contact reported doubtful.

L]

3rieflf of cperations of o8ikr Vaitel=-

Various Course
“Cand Speed.
To POINT.
arious Course

“o_and Speed,
To_TULAGT

1100 Task Unit 62.4.2 into anéhorage at LUNGA POINT,

Iesportant Anforaation of own Oor (ncmy fordesi-

-

(2) <




CONFIDENTIAL @ 3

DAILY WAR DIARY. U.5.8.LI8RA (AK&3)

Jatc:_January 8, 1943,

5. Service Anmunition cxpinded:-
48 ACTION LC88 CR PESTRUCTLION

e el

(a) 5"/51 Cal, RONE
(b) 3%/

——— e ———— et

wn

O Cal. NONE

— m— o —— -

(c) 20 mm AAMG NONE

(a) .30 Cal. NONE

(c) Dopth Charges LONE

6. Sunzary of

4

mpartant Orders roceivod and dccisions roachod!
_2355, OTU 62.4.2 (SOPA) despatch 081245 of January, received

directing departure upon completion unloading and for-
mation of Task Unit 62.6.15(GRAYSON,RUSSELL, F.FUNSTON)

?J
:‘-
L&
oY

ion Roporte and reports requircd by Articles 712(2)(1%) end
874(6), USK Rege. arc not (smomd inocluded.

¥.3. nmﬂ"m.-'r- } '

P —— T
wIRsANGL r' 1u._8_.1¢. " -
Comamanding, :




CONFIDENTIAL

-y =y W g e T 4TINS e - -
AL L nAan o ANl C.8.8.LI3RA( AX? 1)
— s =

M4 - -

Time Zone Descri

ST « 8 te_Janusry 9, 1983,
‘n Route From_At Apehor TS_M_,_Q.ML -

Tack Force or Fleet:2.F. 62.6 SoPac.

l. (a) Designat
(b) Designation of Next Higher Echelon: 2.8, 62.6

.y-
.
L |
e
e
L]
.
-

HUGHZS
F.FUNSTON
GRAYBON
RUSSELL

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the
Azzedinte su-crior: CTF62 OpOrd, A26-42

. (b) Brief of the &irective(s) contained erein:
Discharge ou-go at OLCTUI-RINGBOL!. Return to NOUMEA,

Lonz. ANCHORED Long. ANCHORED Lore 1607 &€
(b) Couree VARIOUSB and distance 52 mlles amady
L MM LA 144/, trom underway at 1629 to 2000,

(e) Not °R metcorological conditicone (Af any) which may have

s
- &

'.
o]
a®
L]
| #

e Biapdon:

e e -



NATI YV Wam =7 snw - e
VRAd VAR JViANL ....3.5._-.‘?."‘..:1.

1

...'.':..'..:__F Jll“laﬂ 9' 19‘}.

- ™ - b, TP - 8 ———
3!‘1'.. o1 ....-1_:'{! “DEeraticns:=-

(a) Base Course Qﬁot. 082 PSTC,066P8C St cord Specd 15 kts.

£08at i at i W TR R SRR NI ST SR S U R
(b) C ¢8 in course and Spcedi-
TIKE CHAIGET
Various courese
0554 USDERWAY = 7“-and speed.
o744 ANCHORED 7.KOLI POINT
— Sl 7 X - Various toures
o UNDERWAY T.and speed.
M mlﬂ
., COURSE 13 1r__‘133. te
R RIS 3109_ COURSE 1717°7,170.5 psu petog
c) Ghangee 1n rormatlioni-
(d) Chanies in com \tion of

At 0800 in compliance 0‘1‘9 62 .-2 (SOPA) despatch 081245
GRAYSON, RUS . rnznlaxc: FUNSTON detaohed Task Unit 62.6.19

to form Task Unit 62.6 .15

\ - e
T .p - o - -~ " .
(¢) Summary of Contactsi-

N NE ' .
(f) Brief of speratisns of othor 8-
\g) 1 3 .4 W N reget-



- TS R RS

' Caw.ﬂfl 1:’-80

CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY, U.8.8.LI8RA (AK53) Datc:__January 9, 1983,

S« Service Ammunition cxpindedi=-
IN ACTION LOSS OR DESTRUCTION
(a) &"/51 Cal. NONE
(b) 3"/50 Cal., NONE
(c) 20 mm AAMG NOKE
(d) .30 Cal. NONE

(L) :\L?thl Ch!.r‘";a 'on
L

6. Sumamary of Important Ordcers roccived and decisions rcachod!

T+ Remerks on materiecle and opcorational feceturce not includod in

actliaon reportei-

8. Action Reports and reports requircd by Articles 712(2)(3) end

874(56), USKN Rige. arc not (emm) inciudod.

NI oo
¥.8
Ca::unutr, -7 N




CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY U.B8.8.LISRA{ AKS3)

En Route FromFULAGI, B,S.I. To NOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA

\ - - X & P
l., (a) Descignation of Major

Tack Force or Fleet: T.F, 62,6 BoPao.

(b) Designation of Next Higher Echelon: !,G,___G_a.é___ ,

(¢c) Designation of Unit:_62,6 R Rl ', e L
Composition of Unit: LIBRA
HUGHES
2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the
Ammedinte suserior: GTP62 OpOrd. A26-42, L e

| - f — " . a
b) Brief of the directivels) contalned erein:

ggnohu-go troops and cargo at CACTUS- RINGBOLT, return to

3. (a) Ship'e Position (LCT) Ati-__ =L ek TRy -t

12-23 8 1200.Lat,13-17 8 2000 Lat.25° @1 §
Long, 61-!:! L Lon 'al‘l"_?_,‘;,._ L:'-r‘lﬂ_m,“
| (LJ v ourse M.!‘._-._._- _r___‘!f.'i Cilatarce z;s ] =i PN

- - -

| goud eince provicous xxxx, 2000 to 1200 January 10, 1943,

o
a

Q)
o
l‘-
r-l
ot
-

AL S Ama {\ e any)

(e v pp——
L | . s w o &4 - 4 AWt 1 - L Jithe s T vii L "

”~
o




NATLY

DAILY WAR DIARY U.5.5.LI3RA(AZ53) Date:_January 10, 1943,

4. Brief of Day's Operations:-

(a) Base C:urscl[}%l 170.5° pac 165°P8TaE St dord Speccdlb knots,

Position in Formation: Guide.

b=

(d) Chanyes An compoeition of Unit:-
NONE
(¢) Suzmary of Contactsi-

0 Plane (1denity unknown RADAR) 8 mi HUGHES
Plane sighted (m.pl;}boarlag 090‘! LIBRA

r L]
(£) 3Brief of operations of ot Cnitel=-

(g) lzportent inforzation of own Or cncmy orcdn:-
E

r -
| (2) 2 ‘




CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY. U.8.8,LIBRA (AK53) Datc:_Jmuary 10, 1943,

5. Service Amnunition ¢xpindedi=

(o) 5"/51 Cal. NONE
(b) 3*/50 Cal, NONE

o
o
nJ
(& ]
1

:

@

£
L
-

Ll
o)
o
;. 4
-

ig

(
{
(c) Dooth Chergcs  NONE :

o

and declisions rcachod:

(a4
O
3
r
1
o

3
¢

L
[ #]
[
-
L

Lo 3
-

o - g » “d® T LY s
Sumnary =f Importa:

-
LF ]
-

Te Remariks on materiele and operational feoturcs not An

action reportsi-

o
-
>-
0
ot
.

ion Reports and reports required by Articles 712(2)(3) end

L]
-
‘.
-
(v
'
-

N Roge. arc not Gemed inciuded,

oo




CONFIDENTIAL

- e

DAILY W¥WAR DIARY U.8.8.LISRA(AKS®)
Time Zone Description__ I DoeteJanuary 11, 1943,
‘ En Route From_TULAGI, 3.8.I. To_NOUMZIA, New Caledonia
l 1, (a) Designation of Najor Task Force or Fleet:T.F. 62.6 SoPac,
i (t) Designation of Next Higher Ecnelon: T.G. 62.8
(c) Designation of Unit: 62.6.19
Composition of Unit: LIBRA

HUGHES

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despateh) sf the

izmedinte suserior! QTP 62 OpOrd. A26-42,

((b) Brief of the directive(s) contained thereini

3. (a) 8hip's Postition (LCT) At:-

0800 Lat, 17%-47.5'8 1200.Lat28%41.5'8 2000 Lat.20°-1108
Long. 162°36.5'S Long.1629-34'E Long. 163%-24'E
(b) Course Varioue and &istance 333 =ndo

good eince previous noon,

Discharge troope and cargo at CACTUS- RINGBOLT, return to
HOUMEA.

(e) liotes on metcorological canditions (Af uny) which =ay have

affected thoe mission:




-

DAILY WAR DIARY U,.8.8.L13RA(AXR3) Date: Jgpuary 11, 19435,

4, Brief of Day's Operations:-

f (a) Bese Coursel71°7,170.5°Pa0, 165°PETGC  Standard SpecdlS Knote

Position in Formation: guids

(t) Chenges An course and Spcedis

CHANGED

T1N

)

Q700
/400

E‘

T0180°7 179 .58°G
1759P8TG0
147°7,146.5°0.

140P870C

(¢c) Changes in Formation:-
=~

e

Unit:-

(4) Chan:es in compnosition ©

(¢) Summary of Contacts:i-

(£) Brief of cperations of othcr Unitel-

NONE

(g) Important inforzation-of own or cnosy forces:-

NCNE

rl (2) Q =3

L



- - - b
r —_ . - -

- CONFIDENTIAL ® T

| DAILY WAR DIARY, U.8.8.LI5RA (AK53) Date: Jaguary 11, 1843,
|
i e Jwewdoe Accunition cxoondcdi=-
| TARCET
e e LO88 OR DESTRUCTION
| BuksT PRACTICE
(a) 5"/51 Cal. NONE ST
(b) 3%/50 Cal, 1l Rounde-Practice Firing <
(¢) 20 mz AANMG 120 Rounds-Practice Firing.
(d) .30 Cal. NCNE =

(c) Depth Chargecs HONE

6. Summery of Important Ordors roccived and decisions rcachod:

Recelved CTF62 despatch 110755 (January) with respect to loading
troops and cargo for Wellington.

T+ Remearks on matcriele and opcretionsl featurcs not includod in

action rcportsi-

8. Action Reports and reporis required by Articles 712(2)(3) and

874(6), USK Rcge. arc not (EmE) included. |

m—
) .

i

Ea:‘.:.‘.am:&r UeDel, ’ ?
Cca:caﬁané. **ig‘l




o

CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LI3RAlAXS)
Mme Zone Descrintlio: o __Date JANUARY 17, 1943,
En Route From__ Tulagi, B.8.1. 70 3 Caledonia
g T » . Py =
1, (a) Designation of X¥ajor Task Force or rleet: PP, 62.8 SoPac,
" -, . - 1 . ~n 2o g
(t) Deeignation of Next Higher kcheloni :.--"7-% e e
(c) Designation of Unit!__¢62,.6.19 . e
Compoeition of Unit: LIBRA
WMIGHES
2. (a) The operation plan or order (despaton) of the
immediante superior: OT7 CpOrd AZC-42, o b s P
(b) Brief of tne directivel(s) contalined ereins
Diroharge troops and earge st CACTUS- & G T. return to
(EA,
J
3, (a) Bhip'e Position (LCT) Ati-
s 1 ~ne O te - o fin“l- T -
C':'Ju ...Il’.. _-_5'1 - ...--‘:}_Lﬂt!- - & VA Lh .
. - ') - : »
Long.166 -17'E Long.186”-178 Long.
(b) Course VARICOUS gy and distance 327 _male
6o Al glince MVIOUS NoON.
{c) llotes . Oon & rological condisisns (Af uny) which may have
affected the misslon?




DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LIZRA(AK53) Date:__ Jmuary 12, 1943,
k., Brief of Day's Operations:-
(a) Base Course 140°T,146.59G, 140°P3TGC Standard Specd 15 Enote
Position in Formation: Guide
(b) Changes in course and Spcedi-
TINE _CHANGED & E
T 1227, 121.870,
0200 Course - To 8940
1213 Course
1226 Course
1 S8ide
1758 Undervay To
1817 Anchored, Berth A-0, NOTREX,
(¢) Changes Ain Formation:-
TIMKE CHANGED
ORE
|
| (d) Changes in composition of Unis:-
1285 Task Unit 62.6.19 Alseolved.
(¢) Summary of Contactsi-
0847 - Alrorart (frienfly)--LIBRA
0930 - Atlrerart (friendly)--LIBRA
0947 - SWB (Enemy) = HUGHES, Depth Charges drovped,
(r)

(g)

3rief of cperationes of Jtnmf_in;til-

Important information oSf own oOr ¢ncay forces:-




CONFIDENTIAL @ :

DAILY WAR DIARY, U.8,.8,LI8RA (AKs3) Date¢: Jaousry 12, 1943

(c) Depth Chargces

Target g
S5« BErUYce Ammunition cxpundod:-
_ INEROIIN 88 OR DESTRUCTIO!

(a) 5"/51 Cal, A ¥ -
| (b) 3"/50 Cal, PRACTICE--9 Rounde, B -
i (c) 20 mm AANKG
{ (4) .30 Cal. == % Sef
|
|

—— s

6. Sumaary of I::.'_;Jr".; nt Orders rcocolved and decisions rcached:
Lo ~

c2.00 . -..-9'1"!'. Tnek Force 62 desnatch ‘_“‘“'"ﬂ of Janusry to depart
NOUMEA © ZRBRA Jenury 13 for Wellington for upkeep period of

ebout 3 wee?ra.

{+ Remarks on matcriecle and opcerational foanturce not includod in
action reportei-

Heceived 4N barrele fusl oil.

8. Action Reports and reporte roequired by Articles 712(2)(3) and
8

?I‘.{'\-’), ‘-3:: ;“Lgﬁ. arc ."..»t (".) 1-.:-;:\.|:|t

R e 4
¥W. B. FLEPCHER, Jr,

Comzandcr, U.S.M., 4
onx “ll'l-s. f

-
-
-




CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LISRA(AXS3)
Time Zone Descrintion_ .13 Date January 13, 1943,
En Route From__ At Anchor ToNOUMEA, New Caledonia

1. (a) Designation of Maj)or Task Force or Fleet: CTF 62, SoPac.

(b) Designntion of Next Higher Echelon: TransdivsAmphibfor,SoPac.

(c) Destgnation of Unit:_Transport Division Eight

Compoeition of Unit: LIERA.

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the
immediate superior: Task Force 62 dispa ch 120308 of Jasuary.

((b) Brier of the directivels) coatained therein:

To depart NOUMEA 0100 ZEZBRA January 13, for WELLINGTON for
upkeep period of about three (3) weeks.

3. (a) Ship'e Position (LCT) At:- P
OS0C Lat, at anchor 1200 Lat, &t anchor 2000 Lat23%-30'8
L):gg.;l.nehgz Long,. at anchor Long.186°%-48.0'8
(b) Course Yarious and distance 89 =ado

gocd elincCe pVEXIREEXXEER, underway rrom anchorage.

(e) lotes on meteorological conditions (Af sny) which may have

affected the miseion:




DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.5.LI5RA(AKRT) Date: January 15, 1945,

(a) Base Course at anchor = : Standard Specd_ _—wme=

- -
o % - L mey P A L B
CeIEBL VLG 47 2 SRRV S~
-~
- - g = b
(M) el - COUrsg anad opCcQs=-
- T o~ -~y a s ——
11ME VHALGED
®

varrious course
P i

1526 Underwvay fgggusaggd-

- AN

Lt - B b

1808 &= &I Course & Speed. % TJo]ggngggﬁlg‘anatc
160%7,1566.580,
152%paman,

~ 19097,189.50,
T PR TS, Course & Speed,  TOl8STRSTGC. .
oL 2100 Course & Speed. 16097,159.58%,

(-..‘.. wilii iEC 8 l:- | =D ogtei] \tiont—- 1‘09 PSTGC.

- - e g ae e e
& 400 - e 5 Load
—— —

—— e ——

(4) Chan o8 in

- ——




CONFIDENTIAL ”

DAILY WAR DIARY,

5. Service Anmunition

(a)

U.8,8,LIBRA (AK53)

.
-
Y -y . ~ - - - - -yw
et MAVaes ot --‘ss - -t e e o
— ——— i e e

(b)

T

(e) 20

MOUE — = e
—JONE -t

(d) .30 Cal, NONE =) _ T
(c) Depth Chargcs NONE _

0. Summary °f Important Ordcrs rccelived and doclslions rcachodt

?. oL :o.d‘;.} n e 1;\.::' il LT -|“-..r‘ :-‘u 3 :.. : e = |‘ lt' 1: :l -1--:- J.-lo
action rcporisi-

8. Action Reports and recorte reculscd by Articles 712(2)(3) end

874(6), USK Rigs.

I

not (2099 includod,




CONFIDENTIAL

7 v A
e -

Time Zone Des

AT

- . A . - o
u;\--—.- *AR -aﬂ—d" - e e S.

-
-

- 11 1943.

e 14 J-no

(S

.- y L
- L b
-tV LW =Y

En Route From NOUMEA To WELLINGTON, New Zealand.
1, (a) Decignation of Major Tack Force or Fleet: QIF 62. S0PAO. S
(b) Desiy 1 f Next Higher Ecnelon! TRANSPIVE ANPEIBFCR SCPAC.
(c) Desyg i it:___ TRANSPORT DIVISION EIGHT ~

2, (a)

inmediante

of

. (b)

Srief
To depart

The operation plan or order (despatch)

117+
.

the

21

suserlior: TASK FCORCE 62 Despateh, 120008 of January.

@ directivels) contalne

{OUNEA 0100 ZEBRA Jnnuury 13 for Wellington for

d7«lro
L

upkeep period of about three(3) weeks.

3. (n) Bhip'e P tion (LCT) At:- R PR L < O
0500 Lat. 26°.14'8 __..C:.Lnt.ﬂ!zqg_l__ Lu
Long. 167°-41'R 168°-00 B L

__Various and

S dist © 315 miles e
co SALIIA AL . Anshanage .
ical itione (if ony) =" ve




DAILY WAR DIARY U.8,.8,LI3RA(AK53) Date:_l4 Jan. 1949,

%, Brief of Day'e Operaticns:-

(a) Base Course_160°%, 159,.8%. .P876C Standard Specd_16,6
in Pormation: SINGLY.

e
s
»

Y

= s
(5’ wOANKCE 1L COUrse and opccdi=—

- . -~ -

s 4805 e WS

2D
0000 _SPEED 70 _14.8 Knots.
a P 2130°%,129, ooc’uo-

2160°7,159,5° ,149°
PSTAC.

—— — — — - —

(&)
Ei
»

F
E

" - - -

(‘:) L F':L’k :.4 4 o ’.:. | i
P p— ey R e
gl o W oA B
——— ———

(J T 4 n . szl 4 AR . Pou A & o

- woddd il OIJ - C Ok wh ok wa e s & - hidk e ™
s ] - . [,
v L ) : Laaki x|-rr ‘. L [ C1l ‘-

(£) Brief of operdatisns of ather Unitos-

(g) lmportsnt information

-
=
3
e |
3
2
-
-
g
b |
2
o
-
i

————
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CONFIDENTIAL

5. Service Ammunition cxpuended:=-

DAILY YWAR DIARY, U.8.8.LI8RA (AK53) Datc: 14 Jan,1943

-8y y MAemw eyw y -~ - ] L
et AV L L iV uds’s Wal i aewlhdVe i 4V,

(a) 5"/51 Cal, &

| (b) 3"/50 Cal. .

(c) 20 mm AANG

(a) .30 Cal,

! (c) Dcpth Chargce

6. Sumanpry of Important Ordcrs roccived and decisions rcached:

T« Remarks on matiriele and opcrational featurce not included

I action rcportsi-

3« ACTL

v

874(5), USK Rege. arc not (are) included.

ialrflnﬁ}d-a;.Au__,,E}m d

n fReporte and reports required by Articles T12(2)(3) end

Ugur&; r' BI!.-.. .

Commending.




CONFIDENTIAL Sivrs whul paice U.8. 8. LI3RA(AKS3)

Time Zone Description__ -IX DateJanuary 15, 1943.
En Route From_Noumea, Mew Cgoledonia ToWe lington, N. 2.

;.

1. (a) Designation of Major Task Force or Fleet: CTIF 62, SoPac !

(b) Deeignation of Next Higher Echelon: TRAISDIVS AMFHISFCR,SCPAC i

(¢) Desilgnation of Unit: Transport Division Eight |

Composition of Unit: LIBRA

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the
immediate superior:_Tagk force 62 despatch 120308 of January.

((b) Brief of the directive(s) contained therein:

To devpaert Noumea 0100 zebra January 10, for Welllangton for
upkeep period of about three (3) weekes.

3. (a) Bhip's Posision (LCT) At:-
0800 Lat.5)%-01'8  1200.Lat, 31°56'S 2000 Lat.33°-448

Long.170°-07. § Long.170%29'E Long.17°-26'%
(b) Couree _Yarious and dietance 322 zade

god since previcus noon,
(c) Notes on meteorological conditions (Af any) which may have

affected the miseion:

43



DAILY WAR DIARY

{a)

(B)

(c)

U.8.8,LI3RA(AK53) Date: January 15, 1943
L, Brief of Day's Opcrations:-
Base Course 180°, 159.600, 149 PSTGC Standard Spcocd 14.5
Position in Formation: SIJGLI
Changes in course and Spcedi-
TIKE CHANGED
0800 8/8 To_ 15 Knots
2008 COURSE To 105M
. 152" PSTGC
10
To
Changes in Formationi-
TIME CHANGED

(a)

{e)

(r)

(g)

—————

(5.4
..

Changes in composition of Uni

——— -

Summary of Contactsi-

(1)

L4

Srief of operations of other Unitel-

0730 - Sighted vessel bearing 120°2-15 miles--unidentified.

1000 - Sighted plane -260° relative.

Ipportant inforzation of

0O

own or oncmy forcesti-




N N 1
CONFIDENTIAL ‘

DAILY WAR DIARY. U.8.8,LI3RA (AK53) Date: Japuary 15, 1943,

5. Service Ammunition expended:-

IN ACTION LO8S OR DESTRUCTION
(a) 5"/51 Cal., NONE
(b) 3%/50 Cal, NONE
(c) 20 mm ARNMG NONE
(4) .30 Cal, NONE

|
|
(c) Dopth Chargcs _ NONE |
6, Summary of Important Ordcrs rocoivod and dcecisions rcachod:

—————

1+ Remariks on matcriesle and opereticnal feeatures not includod in

actisn rcportei-

8. Actlion Reports and reports required by Articles 712(2)(3) and

87%(8), USH Roge. arc not (aKEE inciuded.

1 Lﬂ%é‘—ﬂ:&.’.}'

| o Ry




CONFIDENTIAL P

Time Zone Description_ =IX ___DeteJdanuary 18, 19435

En Route From_NOUMEA., NEW CALENDONIA To WRLLINGTON, N.Z.

WAR DIARY U.8.8.LI3RA(AKS2)

1, (a) Deeignation of M¥ajor Task Force or Fleet: GCIF 62, BoPac

(v) Deelgnation of Next Higher Echelon: TRANSDIV AMPEIBFOR SCPAC

‘! Trangport Division Eight Lo

Composition of Unitt LIBRA

ot

b=

(c) Pesignation of Un

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the

Anmediate superior: Task Force 62 Despateh 120308 of Jauuery

((b) Brief of the directive(s) contained therein:
To cepart Noumea 0100 Zebra Janaury 13, for Wellington for
upkeep peried of ab ut three (3) we ks.

sl

« {(a) Ship'es Position (LCT) At:-

0500 Lat38%-32'8 1200.Lat 37°-27'8 2000 Lat3g%-14'

Long. 172%-23'% Longa72°-80'B Long 173°-38.8'%
(b) Courese _Various and distarce 40 =ade
godd since previous noon,
(c) lioter on metcorological conditicne (Af any) whnich

affected the misplion:




DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.5,LI3RA(AKS3)
4. Brief of Day's Operaticnsi-

(&) Base Coursc 165°, 164.5%0,162P876C

Position in Formation:_ Singly

Standard Spccd 15 Knots

(v) Changes in course and Spcedie

=ik B 180°7, 179.5%e,
1300 Course Toigg°  ERE
2030 Gourse __ To)sg? »s7ac :

70
To

————

(d) Chanyes in compoeition of Uniti-

(e) Suzmapry of Contacts:-

-

(£) Brief of operatisns of other Unitete

————

(g) Izportant anforzatica of own or cnemy forcest:-




'CONFIDENTIAL 3

DAILY WAR DIARY, U.8,8,LI3RA (AK53) Dat¢: January 16, 1943.

5« 8ervice Anmunition c¢xpendedi- ]
IN ACTION LOSS OR DESTRUCTION

(a) 5%/51 Cal, NCNE PN
(b) 3*/50 Cal, NONE iy Syt = bl 2
(¢) 20 mm AANMG N'NE =
(d) .30 Ceal, NCNE * B
(c) Dcpth Chargcs NON

6. Summary of Important Ordcrs rocoived and decleions reachods:

T« Remerks on matiriels and Jperatl fcoturce not incluled 1

actlion reportsi-

Gy De. R
W. B, FLETCH R, J¥F.
C.TL"..'.'.J:I:‘.I‘ L'-s_o}:o, ‘—lg

Comzmending.




" CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LI3RA(AX53)

Time Zone Descrintion -1l Date Jaauary 17, 1940,

we

En Route From lHoumes, MNew Caledonia 1o Wellington, N Z.

1, (a)
(v)
(c)

2. (a)

((b)

3, (a)

(v)

(e)

Designation of Ma)or Tagk Force or Fleet: CTFEZ, SoPac
Designation of Next Higher Echelon: Tiil
Designation of Unit: Trans ort Jiviolion Bight
Composition of Unit: Libra
The operation plan or order (despatch) of the
Ammediate superiori Taek Force 62, Dispatch 120308 of Jenusry
Brief of tne direéctive(s) contained therein:
Wellington for upkesp veriod of about (3) three wecks.
Ship'e Position (LCT) At:-
0800 Lat.41°-26'8  1200.Lat, 2000 Lat.
Long;iﬁiozil'ﬁ Long. Long.
Course Verious and distanc 73 z=ade
gocd since provicus noon, to mnchorage.
Lotes on metcorological conditions (Af any) which say have

alf'fected the mission:

44




DAILY WAR DIARY U.S.8.LI3RA(AK53) Date:  Jaumuary 17, 1945,

4. Brief of Day's Operations:-

(a) Base Course 155.5°7.155¢, 152PSTGC Standard Speed_l15 knots

Position in Formation: g;mr_"&

(£) Changes in course and Spced:-
TIKE CHANGED

18 66° 1808,
Q430 Coursa TQlﬁI__Egﬁﬁﬁ___.

Q500 Sourse T°M¢§£m
: 100 TaC

QS2l Sourge T°1§D‘Q§§$&292§;
178 33700

~

i In course & Soend To

to anchorage at 0937- We.llington Horbor

(c) Changes in Formation:-
TIME CHANGED

- -

(&) Changes in composition of Unit:i-

(¢) Summary of Contacts:-

]
-

-

(f) Brief of soperations of oticr Unitetl=

~==al.8.8. FU LER, U.5.5. PORMALMAUT berthie@ at Welllington

(g) Izportant information of own or ¢ncmy forces:-

A

e T e W

W n, T S T




UUNFIDENTIAL . -

DAILY h.ﬂ.q DI&-RY. E.S.S.Llam (&53) Datc: Jl'.:.'-i. :';_' :-Tl :- c
5. Bervice Ammunition cxpunded:-
IN ACTION LC88 OR D=STRUCTION

(a) s"/51 Cal, HONR

(b) 3%/50 Cal, o

(c) 20 mm AANG HONE

(d) .30 Cal. NoHE

{c) Dcpta Chergce HONB

6. Summary of Important Orders roceived and dccisions rcachoeds

T+ Remarks on materiele and operational fcetures not includod in

action roportsi-

8. Action Reports and reports roquircd oy Articles 712(2)(3) and

874(6), USHN Rige. arc not (#%&) included,




VUNFIDENTHAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

Time Zone Description_ -12
En Route From_At Anchor,Wellington, NZ74

DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8,.LIBRA(AXS3)

Dote January 18, 1043,

1.

2. (a)

3.

(a)
(©)
(c)

t(b)

(n)

(b)

(e)

Ceeignation of Major Task Force or Fleet:_ CTF6Z2, SoPac

Designation of Next Higher Echelon: TRANSDIVIAIPHIBICOR BCFPAS

Deelgnation of UnitiTrapgvort Divielon Elght

Comvosition of Unit: LiIBRA

The operation plan or order (despatch) of the
izmediate superioriTaek Force €2, despateh 120308 of January.

Brief of the directive(s) contalned thereint

Wellington for upkeep period of about three (3) woeks.

Ship's Position (LCT) At:-  ANCHOR

0800 Lat. 1200_Lat, 2000 Lat.
Long. Long.’ Long.
Course and dilesteance =ade

good since previcus noon,
llatece on meteorological conditions (if any) which say have

arfected the mission:




DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8,.LI8RA(AKXR3) Datce: January 139, 1945,

4, Brief of Day's Oporations:-

(a) Base Course At anchor Standard Specd

Position in Feormntiont

(b) Changes Ain course and Spced:-

TIKE CHANGED
20
R L |
To
70

e —

(¢c) Changee in Formation:-

TILE CRANGED

-

(d) Changes in composition of Unit:-

(¢) Susmary of Contactal-

(f) Brief of operatione of otikr Unitel=

U.5.5. FULLZE and U.8.8. PORIALHAUT Berthed at ¥ellington.

(g) Izportant inforzaticn of own or ¢nemsy forcest-

O (2) o wiy




CONFIDENTIAL
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"CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY U.8,.8.LISRA(AKRT)

Time Zone Descrintion_-12 Dote_January 19, 1943,
En Route From_At Anchor s Wellington; N 2

i, (a)
(v)
(e)

2, (a)

((b)

3. (a)

Cesignation of Major Task Force or Fleet: CTPEZ,S8oPac

Deslgnation of Next Higher Echelon:  TRANSLIVSA PHIBFOR, SoPAC.

Designation of Unit:_Trangport Division Zight

Compoeition of Unit: LIBRA

The operation plan or order (despatch) of the
Amnecdiate superior:_ Task Force €62, despatch 120008 of January.

Brief of the directive(s) containe«d therein:

Wellington for upkeep period of about three (3) weekes,

Ship's Position (LCT) At:- At anchor

Long. Long. Long.,

Courese and distance =z=nde

gocd since previcus noon,

llotes on metcorological conditions (Af sny) which may have

arffected the mission:
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)
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¥
CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY, U.85.8,LI8RA (AK53) Date:__Jenuary 19, 1943

5« Bervice Ammunition cxpuendcd:l-
IN ACTION LCO8 OR DEZSTRUCTION
(a) s5"/51 Cal. _NONE
(b) 3"/50 Cal, NONE
(c) 20 mz AANG _NONE

N

(d) o}o G&l. H:N‘:
(c) Dcwth Chargce _NONE

6. Summsry of Important Ordcrs rocoived and decisions rcached:

T« Rcmarks on matcriele and opcrutional foeturce not included

-
b
ot |

ACTion reporiai-

8. Action Reports and reporte required by Articles 712(2)(3) end

875(6), USK Rige. arc not (are) inciuded,

¥.B. %igg_ura!Jr.
omsandcirT, N, -]

Comzand ing.




CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY U.S8.8,LI3RA( AX53)
Time Zone Descrintion <12 Dote January 20, 19%3.
En Acute From_At Anchor To__Wellington, N.Z,

1. (a) Designation of Major Task Force or Fleet: CIP62, BoPa®

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the
imnediate sugerior: c a ch 120

((b) Brief of the directivel(s) contalned therein:

Wellington for upkeep period of about three(3) weeks.

3, (n) Ship'e Position (LCT) At:-_At Anchor

Long. Long, Long.
(b) Coursc and distarnce =ade

good eince previcus noon,
(e) lotes on mesczrological copditions (Af any) which =ay have

affected thoe miselon:




DAILY WAR DIARY U.S.S.LIBRA(AKS3) Date:_J

4, Brief of Day's Operations:-

(a) Base Course____At Apchor Standard Specd_==-

Position in Fermpntion:

(b) Changee in coursc and Spcedi-!

TIKE CHANGED
AT ANCHOR To
10
7o
To

(c) Changes in Formation:-

TIME CHANGED

(d) Changes in composition of Unit:-

(¢) Summary of Contacts:-

o (7

(f) Brief of operatisns of otiur Unitai=
U.S5.8. FORMAHAUT andU.8.8. FULLER berthed.

- e -.

(g) Important infzomation of own or (Romy i roesie




T R Y o e R P Y A T VP T I L. | em e v e T e ST TR e T = - -

DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8,LI3RA(AK53) Date: 20, 1
L, Brief of Day's Operaticns:-
(a) Bose Course__ At Apchor Standard Spocd_—=

-

Position in Formstion:

(b) Changee in course and Spcedpe!

TIXKE CHANGED
AT ANCHOR 70
70
To |
| To |

(c) Changes in Formation:-

TIME CEAMNGED

(d) Changes in compoeition of Unit:-

; (¢) Summary of Contacts:-

s ST (9
(f) Brief of operations of otiur Unitet=
U.8.8, PORMAHAUT andlU.8,.8, FULLER bverthed.

[ 3 - . am e

(g) Important infzomation of own or (RMeRY iJrcesi-

|
‘ (2) O 57 {



5e

E
r
'

Te

CONHBWTM DIARY, U.8.8.LI8RA (AK53) Datc:__January 20, 1943,

Service Ammunition cxpoendcdi-

AN ACTION LO88 OR DEZSTRUCTION
- — — —— —

(a) 5"/51 Cal, NONE

(b) 3*/50 Cal. NONE

(c) 20 mz AANG NONE _
NONE
NONE

(d) .30 C£;1t

(c) Depth Charges

Summary of Important Ordcrs rocoived and decielions rcachod:

Remarks on matceriele and operstional frotures not includod in

action roeportsi-

Action Aeports and reports roquired oy Articles 712(2)(3) ond

8?:‘(6), L'S.- R-.bd. arce not ‘m inciuded.,




CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY U.5.8.LIZRA(AKS3)
Time Zone Descrintion -12 Date January 21, 194.,
En Route rrom___ At Anchor To WELLINGICN, NK.Z.

l, (a) Designation of ¥a)or Task Force or Fleet: CTF62, ScPac

(t) Deasgnaticn of Next Higher Echelon: I¥

(c) Designation of Unit: Trencport Division Eight

Compoelition of Unit: LIBRA

2. (a) The operation plan or order (deecpatch) of the
Ammediate superior: TASK FOSCE 82,Des atbch 180308 |

1{b) Brief of the directive(s) contained therein:

3
er. s 4 » o - i —_— T - T Tk B (1‘
lington for upke eriod of about three \o) weoxd.

3. (a) 8hip's Position (LCT) At:- at Anchor
0200 Lat, 1200.Lat, 2000 Lat,

Long. Long., Lorng.

(b) Course and distarce =nde

good eince provicus noon,
(c) Hotes on metcorologlical conditions (Af gny) whlch ray have

Rifected the miseions

G/




DAILY WAR DIARY
« Brief of Day's Operatiocns:-

(a) Bose Course At Anchor

U.58.8,.LIZRA(AKS3)

Standard Specd

Pogition in Formation? —--—
(b) Changes in csurse

I8

o)

Nane

(c) Changes in Formation:-

TiHE

(d) Changes in composition of

Nan
vantaclie:-

(¢) Sumsary of

(£) 3rief of cperations of

e SR b " a
UV.E.B. FCOLAHALT

and U.5.8,

and Spceodi-

-~ e
U:i:\u'-fm

i

CHANGED

Unit:=-

atiwr Unitol=

e L - Y

f"’-ﬂéh eIVl

(g) Important inforzation of own or c¢nemy forcesi:-




T 0
CONJ;'RENWMARY. U.8.8.LI3RA (AK53) Date:__ January 1

, L1943

5. Service Ammunition cxpuendcdi-

IN ACTION LC8S OR DESTRUCTION

(a) 5"/51 Cal,

(b) 3*/50 Cal.

(c) 20 mm AANG

(4) .30 Osl.

(c) Depth Charges

6. Summary of Important Ordcrs rocoived and declsions rcachodd

Received iaforzeten copy of ComliavAct, Welllngton, ef

stch

200415 of Jenuary recomending date of completion of avallablllitly

ag of Feuruary 9th.

7. Remapxe on matcriele and opcrsticnal fceturce not included in

action roeportei~-

8. Action Reports and reports required by Articles 712(2)(3) and

874(6), USK Roege. are not (mee) included,

L3




- CONFIDENTIAL

-
-

e

3. (a) 8nip's Position (LCT) At:-__ 4% aoohaw

DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LISRA(AXSY)
Time Zone Description__ =12 Dote__Janucrry 22, 1943
En Route From At Ancher Kb ¥Wellipngton, X, Z,
(a) Deesignation of Major Task Force or Fleet: GIF 62, SoPac,

(b) Deesignation of Next Higher Echelon: TRANSDIVAIPHIBFGR.ScPag.

(¢) Designation of Unit: Trenevert Division Eight

Composition of Unit! LIBRA

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despateh) of the

immediate suserior: Taek Force $2, Despateh 120008

((b) Brief of tre directive(s) contained therein:

Wellingten for upkeep period -f about three (3) weoks.

0800 Lat, 1200.Lat, 2000 Lat,
Long. Long. Long.
(b) Course and distance z=ade

good since previous noon,
(e) Notee on metcorological conditions (Af any) which may have

arrected the mission:




-

DAILY WAR DIARY U.S.8,LIZRA(AK53) Date:_ January 22, 1943.
4. Brief of Day's Operations:-
(a) Base Course__At Anchor £ Standard Speced
Positicn Ain Formation: o=

(b) Changus An course and Spcedi-

TIME CHANGED
’ To
] To
7o
To

(c) Changes in Formation:-
TIME CHANGED

(d) Changes in composition of Uniti-
(¢) Summary of Contacts:-

(£) Brief of cperatisns of other Unitsie -
U.8.8, FOMARAUT and V.8.8. FULLEIR berthed at Wellington.

(3

(g) Important information of own or cnemy forcesie




I:L'R@”L’.‘ u'..:'i‘:.’. U.8.8.LIBRA (AK%3) Date: January £2, 1949

He Bervice Ammunition cx

() ;;u/, } Cal. NCNE e
(b) 3*/50 Cal, _NONE » e el LN st e
(c) 20 mm AAMG HONE
(d) .30 Cal, goug R R A
(c) Doptr Chargee D - . . 0 |
6, Summnry 5 Important Ordcrs roceived and decisicons reachod:
7+ Remaris on matoriel ' rations caturce not inecludoed | ‘
action rceportai- |
\
8, Action Roeporte and reports roquircd by Articles 71 (2)(3) end
874(6), USH Ruge. are not (M99 inciluded.
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Irune ' A
| CONFHDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY V.8.8.LIBRA(AXS1)
Y$%1ne Zone Description 12 _Dote Januery 23, 1943,
En Route From__At anchor 74 _Wellington, N.2,
cf Major Task Force or Fleet:CTF 62, BoPgo

|asTY - -_;I!"“::.:‘-"‘" =

ey

(b) Designation <

; 1. (a) Designstion
| Hext Higher Echelon:Ts

(¢) Designation of Unit:_ Transport Divielon Eight
Composition of Unit: LIBRA

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the

immediate superior: Tagk Force £2, Descateh 120308

({b) Brief of the directiveles) contesined therein:

Wellington for upkeep period of about three(l) weeoks.

3. (n) Ship's Position (LCT) At:- At Aachor :

0800 Lat, 1200.Lat, 2000 Lat.

’ Long. Long. Long.
| (b) Coures and dietance made ;

| good since previcus noon,
(c) liotes on meteorologleal conditions (if any) which == have

affected tho mission:
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DAILY WAR DIARY U.5.8.LIBRA(AX53) Date!:_ Jonuary 22, 1942

4. Brief of Day's Operations:-
' (a) Base Course__ At anchor Standard Specd

Pousition in Formation:?

(b) Changes in course and Spcedi-

TIKE CHANGED
%o
70
To
To

(c) Changes in Formation:- f

TIUE CHANGED |

(d) Changes in composition of Unit:=- -;

(¢) Suzmary of Contactsi-

(1)

? (£) Brief of cperatiziis of Ssiwr Unitel= :

| U.S.8.FOMAEAUT and U.8.S.FULLER bDerthed at ¥Wellington, N.Z.

(g) Important information of own or cnemy forcesi-

\ (2)




-
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CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY, U.8.8,LI8RA (AK53) Date:__ January 28 1943.

5« Bervice Ammunition cxpended:-

IN ACTION LC8S OR DZSTRUCTION
(a) 5%/51 Cal. BONE
(b) 3%/50 Cal. HONE i
(C) 20 mm AANG BCAE gt
(d) 030 C-.t-lo sw_
(c) Dcpth Chargce HOKE
6. Summary of Important Ordcrs rocoived and dcclsions rcachod:
T« Remerize on matoriele and operational foaturce not includod in

action roeportad-

8. Action Reports and reports roquircd oy Articles 712(2)(3) end

874(6), USN Acge. aro not (md included,

vomsancor, siis , G‘? ¥

Commaniing, Y



CONFIDENTIAL DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8,LISRA(AXS3)

Time Zone Description__ =12 Date Jan.24, 1943,

En Route From_ At Anchor e __ WELLINGTON, N.Z.

o

1, (&) Designation of Major Task Force or Fieet:_Q¥p 62, SoPac.,
(b) Designution of Next Higher Echelon: TransDivesdmohibFor.SoPes.
(¢) Deeignation of Unit:__ Trensport Division EIGHT,

Compoeition of Unit:

LIBRA

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the

immediate superior:  Tagk Force 62, despaich 120308

((b) Brief of the directive(s) contained therein:
Wellington for upkeep period of about (3) three weeks.

3. (a) Bhip'e Position (LCT) At:- At Anchor,

0800 Lat, 1200.Lat, 2000 Lat.
Long. Long. Long.
(b) Course and distance made

gocd silnce previcus noon,
(¢) liotes on metcorological conditions (Af any) which may have

arffected the =ission:

-
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DAILY WAR DIARY U.S5.8,L1384(AK53) Date:_ Jan. 24, 1945,

4, Brief of Day's Cperaticns:-
(a) Base Course At Anchor. Standard Specd

Posgition in Fermation:

| (b) Changes in course and Spced:-

TIXE ~ CHANGED
To
To
—— To
To

(c) Changes in Formation:-
Ti4E CHEAYGED

(d) Changes in composition of Unit:-

(¢) Suzmary of Contacts:i-

{(f) Brief of operations of sther Unitste
UV.8.8.FOMALEAUT and V.8.85.JULLER berthed at ¥Wellington.

ig) Izportant inforzation of own or cnemy forces:-




CONFIDENTIAL
DAILY WAR DIARY, U.8.8.LIBRA (AK53) Date:_Jan.24.1943,

5« Service Ammunition c¢xpindedi-

Te

(a) 5"/51 Cal. NONE

IN ACTION LC88 OR DESTRUCTION

(b) 3*/50 Cal. NONE g

(c) 20 mm AAMG NONE

(d) .30 Csl. NOXNE

(c) Depth Chargcs NONE

Summary =f Imortant Ordcrs received and declisions rcached:

cmarks on materiels and opcratisnal fraturce

action roportsi-

Action Reporte and reports required by Articles 712(2)(3) end

874(5), USKE Acgs. arc not OEEON included.

Comzmeriing.

= g -—
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CONFIDENTIAL DAILY WAR DIARY ¥.8.8.LI3RA(AKS3)

Time Zone Description -12 Dote van.26, 1943.

En Route From_At Anehor Ho__Wellington, N.Z.

1, (a)
(v)
(c)

2., (a)

((b)

3. (a)

(v)

(e)

Designation of Major Task Force or Fleet: OTP 62, SoPac,
Desipnetion of Next Higher Echelon: TransdivsAmphibFor,S8cFac,

Designation of Unit:_Transport Division EIGHT,

Composition of Unit:
LIBRA.

The operation plan or order (despatchr) of the

immediate suporior: Taek Force 62, Déspateh 120308,

Brief of the directive(s) contained therein:

Wellinston for upkeep period of about three(3) weeks.

Ship'e Position (LCT) At:- At ANCHOR,
0800 Lat, 120Q.Lat, 2000 Lat,

Long. Long. Long.

Course and 4istance =ale

8034 since provicus noon, )

Vloten on metcorological conditicns (Af eny) which msay have

affected the misslon:




DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LI3RA(AX53) Date: Jan,28, 1942,
4, Brief of Day's Operations:-
(a) Bace Course__ AT ANCHOR : Standard Specd

Positicon in Formation:

() Changes in coursec and Spced:-

TIKE CHANLG
To
o To
To
To

(¢) Changee in Formation:-

(a) Changes in composition of Unit:i-
(¢) Summary of Contactsi-

(£) Brief of operations of other Unitsle
V.S.5.FOMALNAUT and V.S5.8.FULLER berthed at ¥Wellingtoan.

(g) Iaportant inforzation =f own or Cnczy forcee:-




CONIF.;U[A-%',‘ '
D&II'..Y .rf.:'l B%I RY. U.8.8.LI8RA ( :'Q'.*‘;"*) Jate :M_m_.__

(a) 5%/51 Cal. — e RIS L
(b) 3./50 CJ-. nn —— —— e T e

(c) 20 mm AAMG EQNZ Pl
(d) .30 Cel. NONE A
(c) Depth Charges JHONE B SR g

e . - - -
|' O, Summory 2f Important Ordcers recolved and decisclons rcached:

Te Remorks on materieles rot) turces not includod 4
actlion rcportst-
o B : ’
8. Ac{. =} ¢} g .'vﬂ ANGE I'C —x...- "¢ .a:..‘.. - g Ar‘. - L 4 -'4 “l } 1) r -:.

Comzand: >, E.g..;ul. . Ij’
wORSWGCINE /




CONF'DEN“AL DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LISRA(AKS3)

Time Zone Descrintion =12

En Route From__ At anchor X4 ¥ellinsgton, N. Z.

1, (a) Designation of Major Task Force or Fleet: CTP62. BaPac.

(b) Designation of Next Higher Ecnhelon:

(¢) Designation of

Coispocsition of Us

2. (a) The speration plan or order (despatch) of thne

immediate superior:Pagk Force 67, ,Despatch 1°0308

((b) Brief of the directive(s) contained therein:

Wellington For up keep period of about three (3) wucks.

3. (a) Ship'e Position (LCT) At:-__ A% snchor

0800 Lat. 1200.Lat, 2000 Lat.
Long. Long. Long.
{(v) Course and digtance | sade

goocd eince provious noon,
(c) MNoter on metcorological conditions (Af any) which may have

arffected Lthoe =ission:




DAILY WAR DIARY
L. Brief of Day's Opecrationsi-.

(a) Base Course At anchor

U.8.8.LISRA(AXS53)

Date:___January 06, 18438

Standard 8Specd

Position in Formation:

(b) Changes in course and Spced:-
TIKE . CHANGED
IkE - CHANGED

(¢c) Changes in Formation:-
TIME CRANGED

(d) Changes in composition of Uniti-

(¢) Summapry of Contacts:-

(f) Brief of speratinns of otncf:ynztlt-

U.5.8,FCRAHAYT and U.8.8. FULLEIR vertie@ at Wellingtzz, X.2Z.

(g) Important inforaation of own or cnomy forces:-

O (2)




€ v
CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY. U.8.8.LISRA (AK53) Date:__ Janucry 26, 1943,

5. 8ervice Amnunition c¢xpended:=-

IN ACTION LC88 QR 2Z8TRUCTION
(a) 5%/51 Cal, NOIE
(b) 3*/50 Cal., NLE
(c) 20 mm AAMG NONE
(a) .30 Cal., NONE S
(c) Decpth Charges ROAE

6. Summary of Impsrtant Ordcrs rocoived and decleslions reached:

T« Remarks on materisle and operational foaturcs not includod in

ACLioN reportni-

e

8. Action Reports and reports required by Articles T12(2)(3) und

874(6), USN Rige. arc not (ese) incliuded,

mm
C%m:ﬁlng. L |




CONFIDENT/AL DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8,LIBRA(AK53)

Time Zone Descrintion .12 Dete January 27,1943,
En Route From__ At anchor To Wellin ton, N. 2.

1, (a) Designation of Major Task Force or Fleet! CIF62, SBoPac

(t) Designotion % Next Higher Echelon:TRAISDIVSAVPHIBIOR, SoPac,

(c) Deeignation of Unit:_ Transport Division Eight

Composition of Unit: LIBRA.

inmcdiate superioriTpak Force 62, Desvateh 120308

((b) Brief of the directiveles) contalned therein:

2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the l
|
1

Yellington for upkeep period of about three (3) weoks,

3. (a) Ship's Position (LOT) At:- At An hor.

0800 Lat, 1200.Lat, £O00 Lat.
Long, Long. Long.
(b) Course and distance zade

gocd since previcus noon,

{c) lotes on metoorological comditions (1f any) which say have

Affccted the nmnigeion:
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—
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CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY, U.8.8.LIBRA (AK53) Date:_January 27, 1543,

5. Service Ammunition cxpendedi=-
IN ACTION LC88S OR DZSTRUCTION

(a) 5"/51 Cal. _NONE

(b) 3*/50 Cal. NOE
(e) 20 mm AANG _NOXE

(éd) .30 Cal., _NONE
(¢c) Depth Cherges _yong

5. Summary °f Important Orders rocoived and declelons rcachod:

T Remerks on matcriels and operational featurcs not included in

action reportei-

8. Action Reports and reporse required by Articles 712(2)(3) end
875(6), USK Acgs. arc not (eee) included.

Comaending.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Time Zone Descri

3t1l0

En Route rodAt anchopr

=T a3ar

DIARY U.8.8.LIBRA(AKS3)

_DoteJanuary 28, 1943
Wellington, K. Z, 2

WAR

DAILY

-12

Vs L

-

l, (a)
(&)

(\:J :i.‘f‘.-:.{ i

Deslipnation o

Jealgnation

“ e = e - e - ea

£ ¥ajor Tnsk Force or Fleet:CTF 62,80Pac

of Next Higher Ecnelon:TraasDiveAmphibFor, ScFac,

Y _Iransport Division elght -
Libra

L 4 .tl
s CRET L

2. (a)

1(b)

The operation plan or order (despateh) of the

inmediate sugerior: Tesk Force 62 ,despatch 120308

Brief of the directivels) contalined therein:

Wellington for upke:p period of about three (3) weeks.

3. (n)

Llon (LCT) At:-

0800 Lat, 1200_Lat, 2000 Lat.
Long. iy Long. pente Lorg. =
() Courac and Sistance o W _____male
§ i1 8lnce previous noon.,
(c) llotes on metcorologlical conditions (Af any) whilch =a ave
Affected the migsions

e e S ———




™2TT

DAIL

(a)

(v)

(ec)

(a)

(¢)

(r)

(g) }

Y WAR DIARY U.8,8,LIZRA(AKS3 Datc: Janusry 28, 1942

4k, Brief of Day's Operations:-

Base Course__At anchor Standard 8pecd

Positisn in Formation!

Changos in course and Spcedi-

TIKE CHAVGED

v

W

8]

r
v
o

|

Changes in Formation:-

TIME CHANGED

Changes in composition of Uniti-

M - - -
vontactas~

Brief of ocperations of otikr Unitel=
€.8.8. FULLER berthed at lblllgtton.
U.8.8, FOMALHAUT stood out at 10 - stood 'in and soored st

lm'-t&m.m.::aod in, moored at Aotes Quay.

mportant infor=ation of W or cncxy forcesi-

O (2) 3




CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY, U.8.8,LI8RA (AK®1) Datc: Jmu”'j 25' 19“1

Fe. Séervice Anmunltion cxpunded:-

IN ACTION L08S ESTRUCTION
( ) ;"'I/'_ I ¥ - 'ONE ——— = = ——

(b) 3*/50 Cal, NOKE

(c) 20 mm AANG NONE —— i i

4 -_ -

\QJ o‘."u :' -~ u 0 B —— = = - —
-

- ot T o - - & . 1 4 - =0 - - .
o, O Y o1 & ar L Oracrs recelive d declelons rcached:

- - 1 -1 - L1
?. ar4d8 on ] rlels AN . rasl RN o et ANCANGS

) . .

acCtl i PLROrL8e—-

‘T Xk & - 3 . - . ¥ . . § on TIAE - [ ¥ | \ - "
51 ACLL0N K rss nAnd It o = g AATCS OF ATNGLCLE 1L 208 .

beory 32 o o ‘_}
¥.B.FLETCKER 7,

e a, -ohJovlo, '.1%
Py .-; P

{Jl
L&
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1
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™1 &
- - - Moo Ds d DAL ALY

shR .- . Dote Jenuary 29, 1943

Route frompAt anchor /b Wellington, N.Z.
(a) Desienati f ¥anjor Taek Force or Fleet: CTP 62.80Pz¢C .
(b) Desi ti f Next Higher Echelon: TRANSDIVSAMPHIBFOR ScPac
(c) Desd B4 ] 1t: Transport Division Eight

Co it} 1t LIBRA
(a) The operation plan or order (despatch) aof the

immediate rior: Taek Force 62,Degpatcoh 120308 =
(b) ef of 1t 1L tivels) tal ereint

To wellingt for upkeep of about three (3) Weeks.
(a) Ship'ls P LCT) At:~_at anchor.

300 L v 00.Las, - MRS,
¥ .\ . r .
—_— - - L




DAILY WAR DIARY U.S.S.LIBRA(AKS3) Date!_January 29, 1943,
4. Brief of Day's Operaticns:-

(a) Base Course___at anchor Standard Specd

Position in Formation:

(b) Changes in course and Spced:=-
TIXE CHANGED
NONE 7o
NOHE To
_NoX® . To
NOUE L To

(c) Changes in Formation:-

TIHE CHANGED

(4) Changes in vomposition of Uniti-

(¢) Suzmary of Contactsi-

(f) Brief of sperations of othcr Unitet-

U.S.8.FULLER berthed at ¥Wellington. l
U.S.S.FOMAHAUT stood out at OALS.

(&) ERE, AR aaek taraoored aeg;'knumm
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CONFIDENTIAL
DAILY WAR DIARY. UV.8:8,LI3RA (AK53) Date:__January 29, 1943

5« Bervice Ammunition c¢xpendedi=-
IN _ACTION LC88 OR DEZSTRUCTION
(a) s5"/51 Cal. _NONE
(b) 3%/50 Cal. NONE
(e¢) 20 mm AANG NONE

(d) .30 Cal. NONE
(¢) Depthh Chergcs yowp

6. Summary of Important Ordcers rocoived and decisions reachod:

Te Remerke on matcriels and opcrational fcoaturce not included

i
- b

actlon reporte!l-

8. Action Reports and reporte requirced by Articles 712(2)(3) ena

874(6), USK Acge. arc not (amx) inciuded.

Long o by

Comze nding, 27J




CONHDEN"AL DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LISRA(AKS?)

| Time Zone Descrintion 1° Date Januapy S0, 1549
: En Route from at anchor 94/ Wellington, H.2.
| 1. (a) Designation of Major Task Force or Fleet: CTF &2, 8oPac e
! (&) Designotion of Hext Higher Echelon:Treus, livs A= RinFox SaPas,
(c) Designation of Unit: Transpors Division =ieht
Composition of Unit: LIZRA
! 2. (a) The operation plan or order (despatch) of the l
Ammecdiate Bu;:-e-r.lcz‘.:_:‘gn'»: Force 8-, dsspateh 120308 l
({b) Brief of the directive(s) contained therein: |
vy iellington r upke eriod of al t thres (3) eoke. |
|
3. (a) Ship'e Poeition (LCT) At:- S% aninhse
05800 Lat, 1200_Lat, 2000 Lat.
. Long. Long. Long. }
(b) Couree and distance =ade i
|

good since previcus nosn,

(c) Notes on metcorolosical conditions (if asny) which may have

nffected thno mission:
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DAILY WAR DIARY U.8.8.LIBRA(AKS3) Date: Jaausry 50,1843

L, Brief of Day's Operatiocns:=-
(a) Base Course A. srchor Standard Specd |

Position in Fermation:

(B) Changee in course and Spcedi=!

TIME CHANG

NuE ' To |
To i
70 |
To J

(c) Changes in Formation:-
TIHE CHANGED

(d) Changen in composition of Unis:-

(¢) Suzmary of Contacts:i-

(1)
(£) Brief of operations of otncr Uniiel-

1900- U.8.8,.7FULLER lef't Arydosk-moored Actea Quay,
Us3.8. ZA5 moorsd alonge' de Aoten Quay.

% -

‘ - - .--
Fe9.9. TREVCR moored alongside Actos QuaYy.

(g) Important inforzation of own or cnemy forcesi=

0\-!1-

. Q (2) P

%7
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O 3
CONFIDENTIAL

DAILY WAR DIARY, U.8.8.LI3RA (AK53) Date: Janusry 30,1543

5. Service Ammunlition cxpcended:-
IN ACTION LC8S O/ DESTRUCTION
(a) 5%/51 Cal, LOKE

(b) 3%/50 Cal, HONE
(c) 20 mm AAMG o 4
(a) .30 Cal. LD

(c) Dcpth Charges _NONE

6. Summary of Important Ordcers rocoived and decisions rcachod:

Recelvad OTF 82 despatch 2008650 of Jasuary concerning tranefor of
landing craft and lanling oraft personnel,

T Remarks on matoeriele and operational fcatures not inclulded in

action riportsi:-

8. Action Acports and reports required by Articles 712(2)(3) end

874(6), USH Rige. arc not (are) inciuded,

Aoy Dot i -

W.2,.FLETCHER Jr.
umm’, Bc’-‘o »
Conzending.
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CONFIDENTIAL DAILY WAR DIARY kTﬁigxa;%u\%}) |

Time Zone Descrinption -12 Dote__Japuary 31, 1941
En Route from_at smchor /#> _Wellington, N.Z.

gp—

1, (a) Beeignation of Major Task Force or Fleet:_CTF 62, BoPac,
(c) Designation of Next Higher Echelon: TransDive.AsphibFor SoPac. .
(¢) Designation of Unit: Tpansport Division Eight.

Compoeition of Unit: LIBRA,

2. (a) The operation plan or ordor.(deepatcn) of the
Ammediote superior: TASK FORCE 62, Despatch 120308

((b) Brief of tne directivel(s) contained thereins

To Wellington for Upkeep period of about theee (3) weeke.

3. (a) Ship'e Position (LCT) At:-___ st Anchor,

0800 Lat, 200._Lat, 2000 Lat.
’ Lgﬂgg Lbng. LO!‘.‘.
(b) Course and distance ande

good einoce provicus noon,
(c¢) liotes on meteorological conditions (1f any) which may have

affected the =issiont

41




DAILY WAR DIARY U.5.5.L138A(AKS3) Date:January 31, 1943
4. Brief of Day's Operationsi-

(a) Base Course Standard Specd

Position An Formation:

(b) Changes in course and Spcodl-

TIKE CHANGED
e
-
To
To
iy To
(¢c) Changee in Formation:-
TIXE CHANGED

(d) Changes in composition of Unit:=-

(¢) Summary of Contactsi-

(i)

(f) Brief of uperations of otixr Unitel=
U.85.8,FULLER underway for trials.
U.S. .o mo‘ berthed nt '.llluton.
U.8.5.ZANE berthed at Wellington.

(g) lmportant information of own or cnemy forcesi-
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