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WAR DIARY

MONTH CF OCTOBER 1944
G October 1044
1806 -« U,5.8, SOUTHAMPTON, AEA66, waz placed in full commission at Charleston
Navy Yerd, Charleston, S. C., by the Captain of the Yard under ordere from
the Chief of Naval Operations, Lt, Comdr, Lester V, COCKE, D=M, USHR, accepted
the ship and took command,

9 Ootober 1944

0806 = Shifted ship to Clyde Mallory Dock pier, Charleston, S, C, to load
outfit and stores,

10 October 1944
Continued loading outfit and stores.
11 October 1944

1432 ~ Shifted ship to Charleston Nevy Yard, Charleston, 3, C, Loaded Ship's
ellowance of ammunition,

12 Octoher 1944

Moored as beforas,

13 October 1944

0831 « Shifted ship to Ceperming Station, Charleston, 5. 0. Depermed ship.
14 Octchoar 1944

0806 = Underwny in accordance with orders received from Commissioning detail,
Charlcston Navy Yard, for sea trisls., 1200 poeltion: Latitude 320 34' N;
Longitude 707 28' W, Made approximately 76 mile sea trlal run., DUxercised at
emorgency drills. Fired the following rounds of ammunition for structural
tesat: 900 rounds 20 MM antieaircraft; 112 rounde 40 MM antieairoraft; 4
rounds sﬁ/ha caliber anti-aircraft; no casualties to either personnel or

material; structural teet firing satisfectory. 1731 « Returned te Charleston
Navy Yard,

15 QOctober 1044
continued outfitting ship for nea,
16 October 1944

Continued outfitting ship for sea,
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Ser.:
(Cont'd) MONTH OF OCTOBER 1944
17 Qctober 1944
Continued outlitting ship for sea.

18 Ooctober 1044

Continued outfitting ship for sea., 2400 = Completed fitting out. Reported
to Cominch; COTClant, ComPhibTrelant for duty.

19 October 1944

Moored as bafors,

20 October 1944

loored ae before,

21 Qctober 1044

0743 « Underway for Hampton Roads, Va, in accordance with orders from Com-
mander, Amphibious Training Commend, Atlantliec ["1set to report for shakedown
oruies, 1200 position: Latitude 320 H4' N; Longitude 799 58' W,

2000 position: Latitude 330 E1,6' N; Longltude 76° B4' W,

22 Ooctober 1944

0800 position; Latitude U5° 32' N; Longitude 74° 48' W, 1200 positiont
Latitude 36° 48' N; 740 52' W, 1902 « Arrived Hampton Roads, Va, Anchored
in Navy Anchorage. Gl i

23 Ootoher 1944

Anchored as before.

24 Ootober 1944

1327 « Military and materierl inspection war made by Ceptain Shea, USK, acw
companied by his staff from Administrative Command, ComPhibTralent, Loedad
landing oreft (12 LCVP, 1 LCVL, and 8 LCM) aboard,

26 Octobor 1044

0724 « Underway for shakedown crulse in Chesapesls Bay under orders from
ComPhibTralLant. Ixercised at smergency drills., 1902 = Anchored off Amphibicus
Training Dase, Solomon's, Maryland,
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(Conttd) MONTH OF OOTOBER 1944

26 Octobor 1944
Anchored as before, Exorciced at emergenoy drille,
27 Qctober 1944

Anchored agz bofere. OSet condition l-Able; exercised crew at debarkation
statlonsa. Unloaded all landing eraft, Exeroised lending oraft in maneuvers.

28 October 1944

0614 - Underway for firiaz pvectice in area "Charlie" Chesapeake Bay, Held day
spotting practice, short range battle practice and AA firing. TFired 24 rounds
E"/ES caliber, 128 rounds 40 MM, and 710 rounds 20 MM. o ressuslties,

2022 - Returned to anchorage off ATB, Solomon's Island, Maryland,

29 Ootober 1644

0600 = Underway for firiug practice in area "Charlie" Chesapeske Bay., TFired
18 rounds 6"/38 caliber, 229 rounds of 40 MM and 1186 rounds 20 MM at towed
gsleeve. No casualties, 1236 « returnod to anchorage off{ ATS, Sclomon's
Ieland, Maryland.

30 Ootober 1944

0800 = Resumed exeroising nrew at condition l=Able = lowered all landing
craft - exercised nt loading light tanks and palletized cargo and Aischarging
same into landing oraft. 1723 = Holated landing craft aboard. Go underway
for Hampton Rreda, Va, in accordance with ComMibTralant despatch 301433,

31 October 1644

0140 « Anchored in Hampton Roads; Va. 1524 - Got underway for anchorage off
Charles City, Va. in accordance with orders received from ComPhihTralant to
continue shakedown. 1815 = Anchored off Charles City, Va,

L. V. COCKE

Commanding Officer.
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Sert CONFIDENTIAL Month of November 1944

1 November 1944

0727 - Got underway from anchorage off Charles City, Va, to continue
shakedown cruise in Chesapeake Bay. OStreamed and retrieved paravanes,
Made full power run. Exercised at emergency drills, Recorded tactical
characteristios of ship. 1900 - Returned to anchorage in Hampton

Roads, Va.

2 November 1944

0837 - Lowered landing craft and dispatched them to Naval Boat Depot,
Berkley, Va. 1008 = GCot underway for Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth,
Va, in accordance with ComPhibTraLant despatch 311940, 1300 - Entered
Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Va, for 3 days post-shakedown availabil=

ity. Navy yard workmen commenced working on various jobs,

3 November 1944

Moored as befors, Navy yard workmen on board at variovs jobs,

4 November 1944

Moored as before., Navy yard workmen on board at various jobs.

6 November 1944
1160 = Navy yerd availability completed. Got underway for anchorage in
Hampton Roads, Va. 1359 « Anchored in Hampton Roads, Va. 1520 = Loaded

landing creft aboard.

7 November 1944

97814 0817 = Got underway for Canal Zone, Panama in accordance with ComServlLant

/
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USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66

7 November 1944 (Continued)
DESPATCH 021817 in Task Unit 29.6.11, 1200 - posit latitude 36°
54' N, longitude 75° 17' W, 2000 - posit latitude 36° 03' N,

longitude 73° 15' W,

8 November 1944
Steaming as before.

0800 posit 33° 18' ¥ - 73° 03' W,

1200 posit 32° 14' % - 73° 156" W,
2000 posit 30° 24' N - 73° 36' W,
9 November 1944

Steaming as before,

0800 posit 27° 20' N - 74° O7' W,
1200 posit 26° 13' N - 74° 18' W,

2000 posit 24% 11' N - 74° O7' W.

10 November 1944

Steaming as before.

0800 posit 21° 16' N - 74° 35' W,
1200 posit 200 14' N - T4° 04' W,
2000 posit 18° 37' N - 74° 58' W,
11 November 1944

Steaming as before,

0800 posit 15° §2' N - 76° 21' W,
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USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66

11 November 1944 (Continued)
1200 posit 14° 56' N - 76° 49' W,

2000 posit 13° 17' N - 77° 52' W,

12 November 1944

Steaming as before,

0800 posit 10° 43' W - 799 26' W,

1009 - Sighted Panama bearing 190° true - distance 40 miles., 1400 =
Task Unit 29.6.11 dissolved. 1450 = Comnenced transit of Panama Canal.
2208 - Completed transit of canal - moored to Pier I NAD, Balboa,

Canal Zone,

13 November 1944
1308 = Got uncerway from Balboa, C.,Z., for Pearl Harbor, T,H., in accord-
ance with Port Director, Balboa, C,Z, despatch 131521, Steaming

independently.

14 November 1944
Steaming as before.
0800 posit O7° 05' N - 81° 18' W,

1200 posit 07° 04' N - 82° 08' W,

2000 posit 06° 42' N - 84° 18' W,

15 November 1544

Steaming as before,

0800 posit 07° 10* N - 86° 67' W,
1200 posit 07° 30' § - 87° 52' W.
2000 posit 080 09' N - ggo 438' W,
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16 November 1944
Steaming as before.
0800 posit 09° 11,0!
1200 posit 099 2b!

2000 posit 10° 03!

17 November 1944
Steaming as before,

0800 posit 10° 66' N
1200 posit 11% 241 y

2000 posit 12° 04' N

18 November 1944
Steaming as before,
0800 posit 12° 55' N
1200 posit 13° 09' i

2000 posit 13° 44' N

19 November 1944
Steaming as before,

0800 posit 14° 38' N

N

"

1200 posit 14° 46' N -

2000 posit 15° 11' N

- 520 4\.}.0' ‘l?.

N - 93° 41,0" W,

- 95° 45" W,

98° 50" W,
99° 53" W,

102° 01*' W,

106° 02' W,
106° 02' W,
107° 51' W,

110° 33.56' W,
111° 34* W,

113° 43 W,
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20 November 1944
Steaming as before,
0800 posit 15° 62' N
1200 posit 16° 03' N

2000 posit 16° 26' N

21 November 1944
Steaming as before,
0800 posit 17° 22' N
1200 posit 17° 30 ¥

2000 posit 17° 56! N

22 November 1944
Steaming as before.
0800 posit 18° 29' I
1200 posit 18° 46' N
2000 posit 19° 08' N

23 November 1944
Steaminz ar before,
0800 posit 19° 29' N
1200 posit 19° 33' N

2000 posit 19° 49' N

24 lNovember 1544

Steaming as before,

0800 posit 20° 15' y

116°
1170

1189

122°
123°

125°

1279

129°

131°

134°
135°

137°

43!
40"

3

28"
30¢"

53"

YA
03"

141

18'
20"

11t

W

W.

We
W,

W,

1400 02' W,
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USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66

24 November 1944 (Continued)
1200 posit 20° 17' N - 141° 04' W,
2000 posit 20° 26' N - 143° 12' W,

25 November 1944

Steaming s before.

0800 posit 20° 16' N - 146 19' W,
1200 posit 20° 48' N - 147° 22' W,
2000 posit 20° 57' N - 149° 28' W,

26 dovember 1944

Steaming as before,

0800 pesit 21° 11.0' N - 162° 25' W,
1200 posit 21° 12.0' ¥ - 163° 18' W,

2000 posit 21° 24' N - 156° 10' W.

27 November 1944

Steaming as before,

0300 = Sighted Molakai Island bearing 230° true - distance 19 miles.
0645 = Commenced AA firing practice off Diamond Head, Kaiwi Chaunel.
Fired 15 rounds 5“/38. 186 rounds 40 !, and 623 rounds 20 MM at towed
sleeve. lo casualties, 1200 - Entered Pearl Harbor, T.ll,, and st

1227 = moored fore and eft to mooring buoys, Derth X-14.

28 November 1944

Moored as before,




File:

Ser.:

USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66

29 November 1944

Moored as bhefore,

30 November 1944

1526 - Shifted berths from X-14 to BAKER 22.

%l (:OOK.E, ll';o Comdl". D"I‘!. I.TSJ:R

Commanding Officer,
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Month of December 1044,

1 Descember 1544

Moored to Berth "BAKER 22", Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, T. H,

workmen on board at various jobs,
2 December 1944
Moored as before,
admitted to siock list,
case,
3 Decembsr 1044
Voored as before,
from septic sore throat,
4 December 1944
Moored as before, 141 men were on sick list,
5 December 1944
Moored as before, 144 men were on sick list.
6, Pearl Harbor, T. H.
6 December 1944
Moored as before, 146 men were on sick list,
7 December 1944

Voored as before, 149 men were on sick list,

3§ Dacember 1944
Yoored as b2fore, 152 men were on sick list,

azd returnmed to duty,

1u0U825

Navy Yard

On this morning 40 cases of geptic sore throet were
Within a peried of 24 hours from onset of first

76 more cases were admitted to the sicl liat,

By the end of this day 139 men wore on sick list suffering

0900 - Shifted berths to Y¥-Ray

Moored fore and aft to buoys,

On this day 51 men were dischsrged




USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66
File:

Ser.:
9 December 1944
Moored as befors, Discharged 26 more men to duty.
10 December 1944
Moored as before, Discharged 31 more men to duty.
11 December 1944
Moored as bafore, Didcharged 13 more men to duty.
12 December 10944
Moored as bafors, Discharged 4 more men to duty,
13 December 1044
Yoored as before, Discharged 15 more men to duty.
14 December 1944
Moored as before,
15 December 1044
Moored as before, Discharged 2 more men to duty,

16 December 1944

Moored as before., Transferred remeining 7 men szuffering from septic sore
throat to Neval Hospital, Pearl Harbor, T. H.

17 December 1944

Moored ac befors.

12 December 1944

Moored as before, 0746 = Got underway for training exercises off Maui Island,
T. H. in sccordance with AdComPhibsPac training order 232-44 dated 13 December

1944, and Conmander Task Unit 13,10,12 training order 1l-44 dated 14 December




USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66
Flley

Ber,:
18 December 1044 (Continued)

1944, Commander Task Unit 18,10,12 C., L. ANDREWS, Capt., USN in U,5.8.
TALLEDEGA (APA=208), Task unit steaming on various courses and speeds
enroute to Area Charlie Seven for AA firing practice, conducting tactical
exercises enroute. 1033 - Formed steaming formation Charlie I, 1200 =

peeit = latitude 20° 59' N, longitude 157°53' W, 1402 -« Commenced zig-
tagging in accordance with zigzag plan #1 USF 10A, 1451 - Sounded general
quarters. 1459 - Ceased zigzagping. 1507 - Commenced Antie-Aircraft firing
prectice at towed sleeve in Area Charlie Seven, steering various courses and
speede conforming to area, 1708 = Secured from Anti=Aircraft firing and
Generel Quarters, having fired 13 rounds 5"/38 cal., 383 rounds 40 MM end
1026 rounds 20 MM ammunition. No casualties. Resumed steaming for training
exercise area off Maui Island, Holisted out eight (8) LCVP's to rail, 1900 =
Formed steaming formation Charlis II. 2000 - posit - 200 28' N, 1579 20' W.
19 December 1944

Bteaming as before, 0736 - Changsd formation to Charlie III. 0800 - posit
200 54' N, 156° 48' W, 0815 - Commenced steering various courses and speeds
approaching anchorage, 0832 - Anchored in berth 6, Transport Ares, Lahains
Roads, T. M. = latitude 20 KLY N, longitude 15A® 47' W, 1020 « Lowered
ianding oraft and exerolasd atl aprrablion Ted ae set forth in Ampnivious
Tectrine, Wind, northenat, loros 0, moderately rough ses, 4Ll = ot unders

wy for Ladaine Harboer for anchorage to lead lending sraft, 4583 - hncuoret

(¥



USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66
Fllui
Her.t 19 Denember 1044  (Continued)
In Lahaina Harbor « latitude 20° B62' N, longitude 166° 43' W, 1666 - Loadad

all landing oreft on board, 1735 - Got underway to conduot night tactical
mansuvers, using various courses and speeds forming steaming formation Charlie
II. 2000 = posit = Latitude 20° 41' N, Longitude 156° 46' Wi,

20 December 1944

Steaming as before, 0612 - Changed formation to Charlie III, 0737 = Anchored
in Trensport Area, Lahaina Roads. 0930 - Lowered landing oraft and exercised
at operation T-3 as set forth in Amphiblous Doctrine, 1028 - CGot underway for
lahaina Harbor, 1236 « Loaded landing craft on board, 1322 - Lowered landing
eraft and again exercised at operation T=3, 1802 - Loaded landing oraft on
bosrd, 1824 - Got underway to conduct night tactical maneuvers on wvarious
courses and speeds -~ formed steaming formatlon Cherlis I, 2000 - posit =
latituds 20° 42' N, longitude 166° 36' W, 2112 = Formed steaming formation
Charlie II,

21 December 1944
Steaming as before, O0l10 - Changed formation to Charlie III., 0750 - Anchored

in Transport Area, Lahaina Roads. 0805 - Lowered landing craft and exercised
at operatiom Twd4 as set forth in Amphiblous Dootrine, 1016 - Got underway for
Lahalng Harbor to load landing oraft, 1106 » Anchored in Lehaine Herbor,

1445 « Loanded landing ovaft on bourd, L1HL6 « Got underwey for night teeticel
maneuvers stewming in farmation Uharlie 1, 1908 - Vormed steening formstion
Jharlis 11, 2000 » pesit = latitude 200 40" N, longitude 1666 48' W, 2102 -

Vhanged formatiom te Charlie 111,

R—
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22 Deosmber 1044

Steaming as before. 0700 « Arrived Transport Area, Lahaina Roads, and lowerasd
landing craft. Exernised at opsration T=4 and G-<20 as est forth in Amphibious
Doctrine. 0857 « Laid smoke screen, 0915 - Set course for Lahaina Harbor to
load landing craft., 0962 - Anchorsd in Lahaina Harbor. 1604 - Loaded landing
craft, 1731 -« Got underway to conduct night tactical maneuvers, steaming in
formation Charlie I, 1800 -- Formed steaming formation Cherlie II, 2000 =
posit - latitude 200 38' N, longitude 1560 52' W,

23 December 1944

Steaming as befors, 0800 - nosit - latitude 200 O7' N, longitude 1560 48' W,
0829 - YMade preparations for streaming paravanes, 1005 - Paravans downhaul
chain parted, suspending streaming of paravanes, Continued to exercise at
tactical maneuvers throughout the day. 1200 - posit - 200 08' N, 166° 30' w,
2000 = poeit - 200 09' N, 1560 23' W. 2222 = Changed formation to Charlie III.
24 December 1944

3teaming as before, 0625 - Arrived Trnnapurt Area, Lahaina Roads, loweresd
landing craft, exercised at operations T-4 and G-20., 0850 - Set course for
Lahaina Harbor to load leanding cref't., 0818 - Anchored in Lahaina Harbor.

1611 - Loaded landing oraft. 1740 = Got underwny to conduct night tactical
mansuvers, Steaming in formation Charlie II. 2000 = nosit = latitude 200

S8' N, longitude 156° 31' W,
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256 Descember 1944

Steaming a8 before, 0426 - Changed formation to Charlie III. 0700 -« Arrivad
Transport Area in Maslaes Bay and lowered landing craft, Exercised at operations
T=4 and G-20 as set forth in Amphibious Doctrine. 1219 = Loaded landing craft

aboard. Set course for Lahaine Harbor, 1337 = Anchored in Lahaina Harhor,
26 December 1944

Anchored as before., 0001 - Got underway for Pearl Harbor, T. H., steaming in
formation Charlie I, 0800 = posit 219 02' N, 1570 41' W, 1040 - Task unit
13.10,12 dissolved; units commenced entering Pearl Harbor swept channel
independently, 1342 - Moored fore and aft to buoys, berth X-Ray 7, Pearl
Harbor, T. H.

27 December 1944

Voored as before,

28 December 1044

Moorad as before,

29 December 1044
Moored es before,
30 December 1944
Moored as before.

31 December 1944

Moored as before,
¢ ]

s Ve » Lt, Comdr., DM, USNR
Commanding Officer,
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1.8.8. SOUTHAMPTON AKA-86
CORFIDENTIAL WAR- DLARY

1 February 1945

Crossed 180th Meridian - sst clocks ahead to Feb, 2, thereby eliminating eb.

1, 1945,

2 February 1945

" M T T

Steaning in task wnit 51.11 C.T.U. Vicee=Adniral R. K.
ComTransion 15 = Commodore FLANAGAN, USN, Transdiv 44,

~

omIransDiv 44 - Capt,

J. H. SEYFRIED, USM, enroute from Honolulu, T. H. to Eniwetok, Marshall Islands.
0800 Posit 169 13' If = 177° 35' E; 1200 Posit 16° 58' N - 1760 41' E., Lxeroised
at tactical maneuvers and emergency drills. 2000 Posit 152 26' ¥ - 1759 03! &,

3 Fobruary 1945

Steaming as before. 0800 Posit 14° 40' I - 1720 34' E, Exercised at emsrgency
drills, 1200 Posit 140 18' W - 1710 41' B. 1345: Held arti-nireralt firing

practice - expended 6§ rounds 5"/33 cal., 129 rounds 40 MM and 360 rounds 20 )M
ammunition. 2000 Posit 139 43' W - 1690 50! &,

4 February 1945

Steaming as bafore, 0800 Posit 130 14' N - 1670 08' E. Exercised at emergency
drills and tactical meneuvers, Streamed paravanes, 1200 Posit 120 55' 11 - 1660
23" B, 2000 Posit 129 16' ¥ - 164° 26! B,

5 February 1945

Steaning as before. 0745: Arrived Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Tslands. 1025:
Anchored in Berth 331, Commenced refueling and provisioning.

6 February 1545

Anchored as before. vCompleted refueling - continued provisioning.

7 February 1945

Completed provisioning end at 1130 got underwny for Saipan, larianas Islands in
accordance with Commander Amphibious iorces, U.S. Paci'leet sorties order A36-44
dated § Februsry 1946, in Task Unit 51.11. 2000 Posit 11° 09' Il = 1810 47% T
Jonducting tactical mxercises enronte,

8 Februasry 1945

Steaming as before. Held dawn alert. 0800 Posit 11° 66' W - 1590 18' B, lixere
oised at emerpgency drills - including demage control drills sgainst simulated

suicide plans crashes., 1200 Posit 12° 06' N - 158° 34' T, 2000 Posit 12° 25!
16569 54' E, Weald dusk alert,

110535
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9 Pebruary 1945

Steaming as before. Ield davm alert. 0800 Posit 13° 00' ¥ - 154° 27' =,
Exarcised at emergency and damage control drills. 1200 Posit 13° 02' ¥ -
153© 37' 1. 2000 Posit 13° 24! 1 - 1519 53' E. Held dusk nlert,

10 February 1945

Steuming us before. Held dawm alert. 0800 Posit 13° 55' N - 1490 23! b,
Zxercised at tactical maneuvers and emergency drills. 1200 Posit 130 40' ¥
1489 40" E. Weld dusk alert. 2000 Posit 149 31' W - 147° 20' E,

11 February 1945

Steaming as belores 0200; Intered Saipan harbor and anchored in Derth 1-4,
12 February 1845

At 1716 got underwey for operation rehearsal in accordance with ComTransDiv
44 despatch 120357, task wmit 51,11,
L]

13 February 1945

0850: Arrived transport area off Tinian Island and commenced lowerinp landing
craft and despatched them to transports for duty. 1507: Loaded landing craft
on board and gpot undervay for Saipan. 1758: Anchored in berth M-20 Saipan
outer anchorage.

14 February 1945

Anchored ns before, Air Rmid Alert - set condition I - laid smoke screen.
Vo enemy plenes sighted.

15 February 1945 §

Anchored as before. In accordance with CTU 51 order, laid smoke screen.

16 February 1945

At 1438 ot undersmy for Iwo Jima, Bonin Islends in accordance with ComPhib

Force U,5, Pacllent sortie movement order A-37-44 dated 14 February 1945 in
task unit 6l.11. Tield dusk slert. 2000 Posit 15° 27' N - 1469 §0' E,

17 Februsry 1345

Stoaming cs bsfore, IHeld dave elert - exerclsad at damage control drills
against simulated suicide plane orash. 0800 Posit 160 30' N - 1430 02! &,
Exercised at tactical manouvers., 1200 Posit 17° 10' ¥ - 1430 03' &, ‘Held
dusk alert. 2000 Posit 18° 20' N - 1420 07' E,




18 February 1946

Steaning as before, Ileld dawn alert - exercised at emergency drills, 0800
Posit 20° 38' N - 1420 38' B, 1200 Posit 21° 11' T - 1420 20' E, Teld dusk
alert, 2000 Posit 22° 58' W - 142° 15' E,

19 February 1045

08463 Arrived Transport area off Iwo Jima, Bonin Islands = lowered landing
eraft; commenced carrying out amphibious operation plan AZ5-44 against enemy
positions, At 1620 commenced unloading cargo. 1845: Got underway for night
retirement, 2000 Posit 24° 20' ¥ - 141° 28' E,

20 February 19456

0618: Again entered transport area off Iwo Jima., Commenced unloading cargo.
1844: Attacked by Japaneae aircraft. Attack repelled - no demage to vessel.
1845: Oot underway for night retirement. 2000 Posit 24° 36' U - 1410 37' &,
2134; Held burial at sea for 2 lMarine casualties wounded at Iwo Jima, On
‘this date received 53 larine casualties from beach.

21 February 1645

0715: Again sntered transport area off Iwo Jima, Continued unloading cargo.
1712;: Attacked by Japanese aircraft - atlack repelled - no damage to vessel,

22 February 1945

Continued unloading cargo. 1508: Air raid alert - Japanese aircrnft in
vicinity - no actual attack made. 1624: LV ’6 was damaged by coral roef,
filled with water and sank, 1850: Got underway for night retirement., 2000
Posit 24° 41" ¥ - 141° 35' &I, 2115: Held burial at see for one Marine casualty
wounded on Iwo Jima.

23 February 1945

0920: Apain entered transport area. Continued unloading cargo. 11282 MNoved
inshore and anchored 2000 yds off Iwo Jima., Continued unloadingz cargo.

1824; Got underwny for night retirement. 1928; Attacked by Japanese aircraft -
went to general (uarters. Air attack repelled by screen, Secured from general
quarterst 2000 Posit 24° 38' ¥ - 141° 38' E,

24 February 1945
1000: Again anchored 2000 yds. off Iwo Jima - continued unloading cargo.

2034: Air attack by Japanese aircraft = attack repellsd - no damage to vessel.
Discharged 11 Harine casualties to duty.
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25 February 1545

Anchored us before., Continued unloading cergo. Discharged ¥ larine casualte
iss to duty,

26 February 1945

Anchored ns Lefore. Continued unloading carpgo. Received 11 Marine casuslties
from beach and discharged 3 to duty.

27 February 1345

Anchored as before, Continued unloeding onrgel Received 31 larine casualties
from boach,

28 February 1945

Anchored as before.  Received followihg damage %o ship's hull by IS¥s along-
gides 1 small hole ﬁl hold, frame 40, third deck - 76 hold - one 18 inch tash
gecond deck, Continued discharging cargo. ‘

Additional remarks:

Due to adverse serf conditions on the bmashes the following landing ocraft

ware lost to this date during the operation against Iwo Jima: LCVP 10, 1OVE 14,
LCVP 20, LCVP 21, LCVP 23, LCVP 18, 1LCM 2, 1CW 5, LOM 7, LoV 8,

Cne ICVP ~ AKA=66 15 = wns transferred to IS8T 634 by order of OTC 53.2,

e Vo

Lisut, Uomdl'., TISHR
Cormanding Officer,
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. U.8,8., SOUTHAMPTON AKA-6

WAR DAIRY

1 March 1945 (=10 zone time)

Anchored in Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, anchorage., Attached te T. U, 51,11, C.T.U,,
Vice Admiral R. K, TURNER, USN, in U.S.S. ELDORADO (AGC 11). Transron 15, Comtrans
ron 15, Commodore FLANAGAN in U.S.5. BAYFIELD (APA 33), Transdiv 44, Comtransdiv
44, Capt. J, H. SEYFRIED, USN, in U,8.5, HINSDALE (APA 120)., Unloading carge and
despatching same to beach for use by assault forces, 0240: Air raid alert - went
to general quarters and commenced laying smokes screen by means of generators on
ship and on smoke boat, 0425: All clear - attacking planes driven off by night
fighters and scrsen - no damage to this vessel. Continued unloading cargo., 1021:
Received report of one (1) 18 inch hold starboard side 6 hold frame 160; damags
ceused by landing oraft alongside, 1145: Transferred 17 "white" casualties to APA
90, 1731: Completed discharging all ship's carge. All marine passengers and work-
ing party left ship. Transferred the body of HALL, Thomas William, 018398, 1lst
Lt., USMC, who died of wounds received on Iwo Jima, to the LSM 48 for delivery to
Marine Corps on Iwo Jima for burial. 17461 Got underway for Saipan, Marianas
Islands, in task unit 51.29,2, Transron 15, 0.T.C. ComTransRon 15, Commodore FLANAGAN,
in U.S5.5. BAYFIELD (APA 33) in obadience to CTF 51 despatch 0110425 dated 1 March
1945, 2140: Commenced rzig zagging in accordance with plan #8, USF 10A, Position:
2000 - 240 42' N; 141° 19' E,

2 March 1945

Steaming as before., 11656: Ceased zig zagging in accordance with plan ;8 USF 10A
and at 1210 commenced zip zagging in accordance with plan {6 USF 104, 1847: Censed
zig zagging. Positions: 0800 - 220 31' N; 141° 39' E; 1200 - 220 12' N; 1410 30' E;
2000 - 2009 24' N; 1429 19' E,

3 March 1945

Steaming as before, 06351l: Commenced zig zagging in accordance with plan #6 US?
10A, 1865: Ceased riz zageing, Positions: 0800 - 189 42' N; 142° 56' E; 1200 =
18° 02' N; 143° 19' E; 2000 - 16° 43' N; 144° 07! L.

4 March 1945

Steanming ua‘bofaro. 06003 Sighted Saipan bearing 110° T - distance 1f miles,
0739: Passed through anti-submarine nets and entered Saipan Harbor., 0824:
Anchored in berth L-66.

5 March 1945

Anchored as befors, 0950: Lt. (jg) SADLER from U.8.S. VESTAL (R 4), repair ship,
cams on board and made inspection of damage to ship's hull caused by LSMs & 1STs
alongside during unloading operations off Iwo Jima. Recommendation: Inspection by
naval construction officer. At 1565 commenced provisioning ship, preparing for
amphibious operation. 1818: Commander EATCHELDER, USN, and party from Service
Squadron 10 came on board and made inspsction of damage to hull referred to abovs,
Findings: Vessel in a swaworthy condition,
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6 March 1945

Anchored as before. Continued provisioning.

7 March 1945

Anchored as before. Continued provisioning.

8 Narch 1945 -

Anchored as before. “ontinued provisioning.

9 March 1345

Anchored as before, Continued provisioning. On this date received 2 LCMs and 5
LCVPs from U.5.5. HINSDALE (APA 120) to replace those lost at Iwo Jima.

10 Mareh 1945

Anchored as before, Continued provisioning. 1530: Got underway for Tanapag Harbor,
Saipan to load cargoe. 1635: Moored to Pler A-4, 2250: Commenced receiving fusl oil
from AO=44,

11 March 1945

Moored as before., 0450: Complated refuﬁling. 1400: Marine working parties from
2nd Marine Division came on board and at 1440 commenced loading cargo.

12 March 1945

Moored as before. Continued loading cargo. 20 men frpm the 130th Naval Construction
Battalion reported on board for transportation and temporary duty.

13 March 1946
Moored as before, Continued loading cargo.
14 March 1945

Moored as before., Continued loading cargo. 1500t Received on beard two (2)
officers and fifteen (15) men of the Malaria & Insect Control Unit, Second
Medical Battalion, Second Marine Division,

15 March 1945

Moored as before., OB30: Received on board sleven (11) officers and ons hundred
fifty six (156) men from the Second Marine Division for transportation and
temporary duty. 1230: Completed loading cargo. 13056: Got underway for anchorage.
1405: Anchored in berth L-72 Saipan Harbor.

16 March 1945,

Anchored as before., 1649: Got unde from Saipan Harbor for rehearsal area in
acoordance with Comtransron 15 despatch 150400 dated 15 March 1945 :;—
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16 March 1946 (Continued)

17461 Took position in Task group 51.2 Transron 15, Transdiv 44, O0,T.C. Rear

Admiral Jerauld WRIGHT, USN, in U.8.8, ANCON (AGC 4), Comtransron 15 - Commodore
FLANAGAN in U,.S.8. BAYFIELD (APA 33). Comtransdiv 44 - Captain J, H, SEYFRIED in
U.S.5. HINSDALE (APA 120), Task group formation 3 AS - transport formation U 4,

17 Narch 1945

07261 Arrived in rehearsal transport area off Tinian Island, Marianas, lowered
landing craft and despatched them to APAs for duty, ocarrying out rehearsal orders.
Exercised at emergency drills. 1346: Loaded landing craft on board and got under-
way for night retirement., Transgroup formation 3 AS; transport formation U 4,

18 March 1946

0100: Changed trensport formation to U 3, 0702: Arrived in rehearsal transport
area off Tinian Island, Mariaunas, lowered landing craft and despatched them to

APAs ror'duty, ocarrying out rehearsal exercises according to C.T.U. 51 rshearsal
order, 1303: Commenced laying smoke screen. 1320: Ceased laying smoke screen,
1364: Exercised at general quarters and damage control drills againat suicide plane
erash and dive bombing attacks. 1545: Loaded landing craft on heard and got under-
way for night retirement, Transgroup formation 3 A 3, transport formation U 3,
1736: Changed transport formation to U 4, 2000 Position: 150 15' N; 145° 10' B,

lg T\'l!ll‘ﬂh \ 1945

0150: Changed transport formation to U 3. 0607: Arrived in rehearsal transport
area off Tinian Island, made preparations to lower landing craft to carry out
rehegqrsal order. Because of rough seas and high winds, did not lower landing
eraft, Rehearsal order carried out without small eraft. 1200: Got underway for
AA firing practice - formation U3. 1300: Changed formation to U 2 for AA Firing
practice. 1356: Commenced AA firing practice at towed sleeve, Fired 24 rounds
5"/38; 659 rounds 40 MM; 3711 rounds 20MM. Exercised at damage control and fire
drills against suicide plane crash. 1538: Completed AA Firing practice = pro-
ceeded to anchorage in Saipen Harbor. 1856: Anchored in-:Serth L-G3 Saipan Harbor.

20 March 1945

Anchored as before., 1740: Got underway and went alongside U.S.S. ENOREE (A0 69)
in Berth 1-60 for fuel, 2128: Completed fusling and returned to Berth 1L-53,

21 Maroch 1945
Anchored as before.,
22 March 1945

Anchored as before, Exercised at emergency drills against simulated suicide
plane crash,
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23 Maroh 1945

Anchored as before, Exerocised at smergency drills against simulated suicide
plane crash.

24 March 1945

Anchored as before., ULxercised at emergency drills against simulated suicide
plans orash.

25 March 19456
Anchored as before.

26 March 1945

Anchored as before., Exerocided at damage control drills againet sulcide plane
crash, 1850: Received on board for transportation 5 men from Commander Amphibious

Group 5 .
27 March 1945

0859: Got underway from Saipan in obedience to Comtransron 15 mailgram 250136
dated 25 March 1945, 0928: Clearsd anti-submarine nets and took position in
Transgroup 51.2, Transron 15, Transdiv 44, Formation 3 AS, Transport formation
U 4, 0.1.C, Rear Admiral Jerauld WRIGHT, USN, in U,8.8. ANCON (AGC 4), Comtrans
ron 15, Commodore FLANAGAN, in U.5,.8. BAYFIELD (APA 33), Comtransdiv 44 Captain
J. H, SEYFRIED in U.S.S. HINSDALE (APA 120). 1635: Commenced zig zagging in
accordance with plan #7 of USF 10A, 1200 Posit: 14° 49' N; 145° 15' E; 2000
Posit: 139 39' N; 144° 23' E,

28 March 1945

Steaming as before. Lxercised at fire and damags control drills simulating
suicide plane crash. Conducted tactical maneuvers. 1700: Retarded all clocks
to conform to -9 zome time, Zig zagging in mccordance with plan #7, 080Q Posit:
14° 35' N; 142° 16' E; 1200 Posit: 14° 51' N; 141° 32' E; 2000 Posit 15° 45' N;
140° 00' &,

29 March 1946

Steaming as before. Held dawn alert. Exercised at damage contrel and fire drills
against suicide plane crash, 0824: Transron 15 refueled destroyer screen in sccord-
ance with ComPhibTrans doctrine A-~503, Annex Able, 0800: Posit: 16°% 52' N; 1380

16' E; 1200 Posit: 17° 13' N; 137° 36' E; 2000 Posit: 170 57' N; 136° 20' E,

30 March 1945

Steaminz as baforea. Held dawn alert. Exercised at damage control and fire drills
against suicide plane crash. 0822: Screen had sonmar contact. Executed smergency
turns. Contact lost, Test fired 20 MM gun #13 - condition satisfactory, Ex-
pended 14 rounds of ammunition. 0800 Posit: 19° 08' N; 134° 28' E; 1200 Posit:
199 33' N; 133° 49' E; 2000 Posit: 20° 36' N; 132° 23' E,




U.5.5. SOUTHAMPTON AKA =68
= =
31 March 19486

Steaming as before. 0160: Soreen had sonar contact - executed emergency turns,
Contact lat. Exercised at damage control and fire drills against suicide
plane erash. 17323 Changed transport f'ormation to U 3. 1816: Energized de~
gaussing system. 0800 Posit: 200 44' N; 130° 46' E; 1200 Posit: 23° 32' N;
1300 14' E; 2000 Posit: 24° 50' N; 120° 25' E,

1ok

+ V. COOKE
Lieut., Comdr., DM, USNR
Commanding Officer.




. U.5.5, SOUTHAMPTON AKA-66 .

WAR DIARY

CONFIDENTIAL HONTHE OF APRIL 1945

|

1 April 1945 Zone Time (-9)

Steaming in Transgroup 51.2, TransRon 15, Transdiv 44, Hear Admiral Jerauld
Yiright, USN in U.S.S. ANCON (AGC 4), 0.T.C, Division guide in U.5.5. HINSDALE
(APA 120). Enroute to Okinawa Shima, Ryukus Group., 0545 Went to gensral quarters
and commenced approaching transpert area off Southeastern coast of Ckinawa,

0607 U.S.5. HINSDALE (APA 120) suffered hull damage by snemy attack and U,5.S.
PICKENS (APA 190) assumed division puide., 0626 Sighted Okinawa Shima bearing

310 degrees true - distance 12 miles, 0628 Arrived transport area - squadron
commenced carrying out ComPhibGroup Five Demonstration Landing Crder A502-45.

0812 In response to despatch from ComTransRon 15 cormenced lowering landing

craft snd despatched them to U.5.5. HINSDALE (APA 120) to aid in the debarkatien

of troops. 1430 Hoisted landing craft aboard and got underway for night retire-
ment, leaving one LCI at HINSDALE. Transport formation U-3, 1741 Changed transport
formation to "U-4",

2 April 1945

0545 Wient to general quarters and again approached transport area off South
eastern Okinawa. 0630 Arrived transport area off Ckinawa. 0833 Opened fire on
enemy aircraft orossing transport area, 08635 Ceased firing at snemy aircraft,
having expended 32 rounds of 40 Mi; 206 rounds of 20 M! ammunition. Yo hits were
made on plane, 1045 Received LCVP #14 from the U.S.5. HINSDALE (APA 120), and the
oraw (3 men) reported on board for temvorury duty. 1200 Cot underway for awaiting
area; transport formation Uncle 3. 1821 Test Pired 5"/38 caliber gun, Expended
ona (1) round 5"/38 ammmition. Test setisfactory.

0800 Posit: 26° 00' N - 127° 52°'
1200 Posit: 250 53' N - 127° 54’
2000 Posit: 25° 13' N - 1280 56'

el ool o=

5 April 1945

Steaming in awaiting area as assigned by C.T.U, 51, 0545 Held dawn alert.
Exercised at demapge control drills nnd instruction sgainst suicide plane crash,
2ig zagging in poed visibilit" according to plan ;7 USF 104,

0800 Posit: 25° 00' I - 128° 50' L.
1200 Posit: 24° 58! H - 1299 59' E,
2000 Posit: 2560 22' N - 128° 43' E,

4 April 1945

Steamin: as hefore, 0545 leld dawn alert. Exercised at demage control and fire
drills, 13514 Executed emergency turn when screen had sonar contaot 2105 Contact
lost, resumed base course. 0800 Posit: 24° 54' N - 1300 09'

1200 Posit: 249 51' I - 130° 41
2000 Posit: 250 07' N - 129° 10'

= =
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§ April 1945

Steaming as before, 0630 lield davn slert. Lxercised at damage control and fire
drills and instrustions apgainst suicide rlane crash, 1538 Lxercised at fire drill,
0800 Posit: 24° 36' N - 1300 50' E
1200 Posit: 26° 03' N - 130° 28' E
2000 Posit: 25° 12' I - 12089 30' E

6 April 1945

Steaming as before. 0630 Held dawn anlert., Lxercised damage control parties at
fire quarters apgeainst simulated suicide plane erash. 1821 Sounded general quarters
unidentified aireraft in vicinity, 1947 Plane identified as friendly - secured from
genernl quarters,

0800 Posit: 25° 17 ' ¥ - 129° 50' E
1200 Posit: 26° 18* N - 1299 25' E
2000 Posit: 24° 37' N - 128° 20' E

7 April 1945

Steaming as before., 0530 Held dawn nlert. Exercised damage control parties at
fire drill. 0700 Dropped 1000 yards astern of formation and commenced fueling the
U.8.5., BROMN (DD 546). 1436 Completed fueling the U.5.5. BROWN and resumed noaition
in formation, 1527 Exercised damape contrel parties at demage centrol and fire
drill against simulated suicide plane crash,

0800 Posits 23° 34' N -« 131° 14' E
1200 Posit: 23° 46' W - 1310 46' E
2000 Pasit: 23° 25' N - 132° 35' E

8 April 1945

Steaming as before. Held dawn alert., Zxercised at emergenoy drills.
0800 Posit: 239 44' N - 132° 02
1200 Posit: 23° 14' N - 132° 39' E
2000 Posit: 23° 36' N - 133° 52' E

=

9 April 1946

Steaming as before, [eld dawn alert. Exercised at damage control drills against
simulated suicide plane crash., 1526 Exercised geoneral quarters repair parties at
damage control drill slmulatlng sulcide plane crash.

0800 Posit: 23° 37' N - 132° 05' E
1200 Posits 230 15' N - 132° 42' E
2000 Posits 220 41' N - 133° 04' B




10 April 1945

Steaming as before, Held dawn alert. Zxercised at emergency drills, 0730
Designated APAs dropped astern of formation to fuel screen. 1430 APAs completed
fueling screen, resumed station in formatlon, 1632 Made emergency turns to clear
sersan dus to sonar sound contact, Contact leost. Hesumed base course,

0800 Posit 23° 13' N - 133° 01' &
1200 Posit 22° 567' Il - 1339 36° E
2000 Posit 22° 37' N - 133° 54' E

11 April 1945

Steaming as before. iHeld dawn alert., Zxercised al emergency drills against
simulated suicide plane crash. 1300 In accordance with C.T.U. 51 despatch of 11
Aoril 1945 set course for Saipan, Marianas Islands, 1530 Zxercised crew at fire
drill.

0800 Posit: 230 14' I - 132° 03’
1200 Posits: 220 56' Il - 132° 40!
2000 Posit: 220 17' I - 1340 12!

3 td

12 April 1945

Steaming as before. 1600 Advanced clocks one hour te conform with (-10) zone
time.
0800 Posit: 20° 56' N - 136° 34!
1200 Posit: 20° 24' N - 137° 19!
2000 Posit: 199 40' N - 1380 23'

= e

13 April 1945

Steaming as befors. Held dawn alert. Exercised at emergency drills against
simulated suicide plane crash.
0800 Posit: 18° 16' N - 140° 39°
1200 Posit: 17° 54' ¥ - 141° 20'
2000 Posit: 170 04' N - 142° 50'

3 =
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14 April 1945

Steaming aas before, 1131 Detected Saipan, Marianas Isles by radar, bearing 120
degrees true - distence 37 miles, 1137 Sighted Saipen bearing 102 degreaes true,
distance 32 miles. 1432 Intered Saipan Outer Anchorage and anchored in berth N-25.
0800 Posit 16° 43' N - 144° 40' E
1200 Posit 15° 18' N - 145° 18' E
156 April 1945

Anchored as before,

168 April 1945

Anchored as before.,
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17 April 1945

Anchored as bafore, In accordance with Commanding Cfficer 2nd Marine Order
#12-45 debarked members of tha Second lMarine Division, leaving one platcen on

board to care for cargo.
18 April 1945

Anchored as before, 1045 Received 3313 pallons diesel oil from YO 174,
19 April 1945

Anchored as bafore., 0610 Got underwny to o alongside oiler. 0733 Moored
alongside U,5.5. FIAVBEAU in Berth L-33. Received 286,000 gallons fuel oil and
returned to Saipan Outer Ancherage Derth 1-25,
20 April 1945

1300 Lowsred all landing craf't. 1332 In accordance with Port Director, Saipan,
despatch 202000 got underway for Tanapag Harbor, Saipan to shift cargo, 1449:
Mnored port side to Pier A-7., 1530 Received on board troops of the 2nd Marine

Division to assist in shifting carge. 1635 Set condition I-Able and commenced
shifting carge.

21 April 1945

Continued shifting carge.
22 April 1945

0039 Completed shifting cargo, debarked marine working parties, and loaded all
landing craf't aboard, 0938 Got underway for Saipan Outer Anchorage, in accordance
with Port Director despatch of 22 April 1945, 1055 Anchored in Berth ¥-14
23 April 1945

Anchored as before.
24 April 1945

Anchored as befors,

25 April 1945

Anchored as before. 0800 Captain J. H. SEYFRIED, USN, ComTransDiv 44 and staff
and an inspection board from the U.3.5, SANBORN (APA 193) came on board and made a
material and personnel inspection. 1045 Got underway for Saipan Inner Harber in
accordance with Port Director despatch of 24 April 1945, 1105 Held steering
casualty drill, Drill satisfactory. 1154 Anchored in Berth L-52, 1212 Inspectien
party left the ship.




26 April 1945

Anchored as

Anchored as
29 April 194b
Anchored as
30 April 19456

nchored as
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USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66

File:
Ber.t WAR DIARY
CONFIDENTIAL MONTH OF MAY, 1945

Zone Time =10

Attached to TransDiv 44, Transron 15. ComTransDiv 44 - Captain J, H., SEYFRIED,
USN. ComTransRon 15 Commodore FLANAGAN, USN.

1 May 1945
Anchored in Berth [=-52, Saipan, Marianas Islands,
2 Vay 1945

0820 Got underway for Tanapag Harbor, Saipan, Marianas to discharge con-
taminated fuel, 1000 Commenced discharging fuel into Tanapag Pipe Line,

3 May 1945

0130 Completed discharging fuel, having discharged 108,863 gallons.,
0640 Eleven landing craft left ship to participate in practice mansuvers.
0805 Got underway for outer anchorage area, Saipan., 1113 Anchored in Berth
V-5, Saipan Quter Anchorage.
4 May 1945

Anchored as before,

5 May 1945

1633 Got underway and went alongside U.5.5. FLAMBEAU in Berth L-33 for fuel,
2315 Completed fueling, having received 194,221 gallons of fuel oil,

6 May 1945

0654 Got underway for outer anchorage. 0742 Anchored in Berth M-5 Saipan
Outer Anchorage.

7 May 1945

0710 Got underway to compensate magnetic compasses, Compass adjustors
from YDG-9 on board, 1037 Completed compensating magnetic compasses and
returned to Berth M-5, Saipan Outer Anchorage.

8 ilay 1945

Anchored as before,

124346



USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66
File:

Ser.:
9 May 1945

Anchored as before.
10 May 1945

Anchored as before.
11 May 1945

Anchored as before,
12 May 1945

Anchored as befors,
13 ¥ay 1945

2105 Air raid alert - went to General uarters. 2135 All clear - secured
from General Quarters, No planes sighted - no rounds fired,

14 May 1945

Anchored as before,
15 May 1945

Anchored as before,
16 May 1945

Anchored as before.
17 May 1945

1041 Got underway in obedience to Port Director's despatch 162352 for
Tanapag Harbor to discharge wvehicles, 1330 Commenced dischargingz vehicles.

18 May 1945

0205 Completed discharging vehicles. 0608 Got underway for Saipan outer
anchorage, 0716 Anchored in Berth M-5, Saipan Outer Anchorage. 0938
Received 5,111 gallons diesel oil from YO 174.

19 May 1945

Conducted Battle Problem simulating suicide plane crash. Held officer

critiqus after problem pointing out errors and making commendations and
recommendations.

.



USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66
File:

Ser.:
20 May 1945
Anchored as before,
21 May 1945
Anchored as before,
22 May 1945
0951 Got underway for Tanapag Harber to discharge cargo in obedience to
Port Director's despatch 212154. 1138 Moored starboard side to Pier A-§,
Tanapag Harbor, 1357 Commenced discharging cargo.
23 May 1945
Continued discharging cargo.
24 Nay 1945
Continued discharging cargo.
25 Nay 1945
0728 Completed discharging cargo. O08l7 Got underway for anchorage in

accordance with Port Director's despatch 240536. 0907 Anchored in Berth
L-60, Saipan Harbor, 1300 Debarked all Second Marine Division Troops.,

26 May 1945

Anchored as béfore,
27 May 1945

Anchored as before.
28 lay 1945

Participated in practice landing craft maneuvers in accordance with
JomTransRon 15 Training Order No. A7-45,

29 May 1945

Battle Problem simulating torpedo hit. Held officers critique after problem
pointing out errors and making commendations and recommendations, Again part=
icipated in practice landing craft maneuvers in accordance with ComTransRon 15
Training Order No. A7-45,




USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66

File:

Ser.:

30 May 1945

Participated in practice landing craft maneuvers in accordance with
ComTransRon 15 Training Order No., A7-45,

31 May 1945

Participated in practice landing craft maneuvers in accordance with
ComTransRon 15 Training Order No. A7-45,

§ -
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L. v, COOKE,
Lieutenant Commander, DM, USNR,
Commanding Officer.
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Time Zone =10
1 June 1945

Anchored in berth L-60, Saipan Harbor, Marianas Islends, Attached to TransDiv
44, TransRon 15, 0730 In accordance with ComPransRon 15 training order Yo, A7-45,

carried out bost sxercises. S AR
2 June 1945

Anchored as before, 0715 Carried out boat exercises in accordesnce with Com
TransRon 15 training order No. A7-45, 0905 Captain J. H. SEYFRIUD, ComTransDiv
44 came on board and inspected persomnel,

3 June 1945
Inchored as bhefore.
4 June 1045

Anchored as before, 1523 Got underway for Tulagi, Solomon Islands, in accord-
ance with ComTransRon 15 movement order lo, AS=45 of 3 June 1945 in Taskgroup

1242, in TpransDiv 44, TransRon 15, 1548 Cleared Saipen Harbor, and took position
in Pormation Charlie Four.

5 June 1945

Steaming as before, 0200 Commenced zig zagging in accordance with USF 10A
Flan 6, 0450 lent to General Juarters, dawn alert. Zixercised at damage control
drill simulating mine explosion forwerd and bomb hit eft, 0900 Exercised at
abandon ship stations. 1026 Ceased zig zagging eamd at 1036 exercised at tactical
maneuvers, 1119 Ceased tactical maneuvers and resumed zig zagping according to
Plan 6. 1235 Cenged zip zagging and maneuvered inte formation "Charlie 2",

1258 Commenced firing exercises at 5" shell bursts in accordance with Paragraph
13 (4) (B) (c), USF 10A, 1354 Completed exercises having fired 19 rounds 5"/%8.
360 rounds 40 MM, 1205 rounds 20 MM, 1402 Maneuvered into formation Charlie 4
and 1430 resumed zig zagging accordance with Plan /6. 1632 Ceased zig zapging
and again exercised at tactical exercises, 1723 Completed tactical exercises
and resumed ,i; zagging in accordance with Plen 6, 1840 Ceased zig zagging.
1900 Commenced tectical exercises. 1939 Completed tactical maneuvers.

0800 Posit 140 52' N 1490 04' B
1200 Posit 140 38' H 1499 52' B
2000 Posit 140 12' ¥ 151° 24' B

131245




Ser.:

B8 June 1045

Steaming as before. 0300 Commenced zigzagpging in accordance with Plan /€
USF 10h. 0430 Jent to General Juarters - dewm elert, Ixercised at damage
control drills, 0820 Exercised at abendon ship drill., 1024 Ceased zigzagging
and commenced tactical exercises., 1136 Completed tactical exercises and
resumed zigzagzing according to plan 6. 1252 Ceased zigzapging and maneuvered
into formation Charlie 2, 1320 Commenced firing exercises in accordance with
USF 10A, Paragraph 13 (A), (3), (C). 1349 Completed firing exercises having
expended 18 rounds 5"/38, 236 rounds 40 !0 and 13 rounds 20 117 BLLP and 692
rounds TE-I and HE-T 20 M. 1419 Maneuvered into formation Charlie 4 and
resumed zigzegging accordanse with Plan /6, 1625 Ceased zigzagping and ex-
ercised at tactical maneuvers. 1935 Completed tactical maneuvers. 2000
Advenced clocks one (1) hour to conform with =11 zone time.

0800 Posit 130 34* N 163° 55' &
1200 Posit . 130 20' N 1549 41' E
2000 Posit 120 56 N 1560 16' E

7 June 1945

Steaming as before, 0500 Commenced zigzegging in accordance with Plan 6,
JSF 10A, 0515 Vient to General <uarters - dawn alert. ZIxercised at damage
control drills, 1023 Ceased zigzagging and exercised at tactical maneuvers,
1131 Completed tactical exercises and resumed zigzagging in accordance with
Plan #8., 1250 Ceased zigzagzging end maneuvered in formation Charlie 2,

1300 Exercised fire and rescue parties, 1315 Commenced firing exercises at
bursts in accordance with USF 104, Paragraph 13 (A) (B8) (C). 2345 Completed
firing exercises having fired 15 rounds 5"/38, 224 rounds 40 ', 649 rounds
20 11, 1348 Maneuvered into formation Charlie 4, and resumed zigzasging in
accordance to plan 6. 1622 Ceased zipzagging and exercised at tactical
naneuvers. 1707 Completed tactical exercises and resumed zigzegginge 1840
seaged zigzagging. 1855 Commenced tactical exercises., 1934 Completed
tactical exercises.

080N Posit 120 18' W 168° 36' B
1200 Posit 12° 07! W 1590 23' &
2000 Posit 11© a5' ¥ 16800 58' &

§ June 1945

Steaming as before., 0500 Commenced zigzagging in accordance with Plan 6,
US 104. 1030 Exercised fire and rescue parties. 1030 Commenced tactical
naneuvers and ceased zipgzagsing. 1149 Ceased tactical maneuvers and resumed
tigzagring, 1840 Ceased zigzagging., 1859 Commenced tactical maneuvers.
1238 Completed tactical manouvers.

0800 Posit 100 00* 17 1620 39'
1200 Posit 09° 13' N 162° 51! B
2000 Posit . 07937 W 1630 20' E
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9 June 1945

Steaninz as befare, 0500 Commsnced zigzaggzing in meccordance with Plan 6,
U3P 10A, 0950 Ceased zigzapsping. 1010 Commenced zigzapgpring in accordance
with Plan 6., 1830 Ceased zigzagging.

0800 Posit 05° 07' U 164° 18' &
1200 Posit 046 24' N 164° 17' §
2000 Posit 020 44' W 164° 01' E

10 June 1945

5]

Steamingz as before. 0500 Commenced zigzegring according to Plan 6, USF
10A, 0800 Crossed equator, entered southern latitudes. 1830 Ceased zig-
zagring.

0800 Posit 009 00 163° 28' &
1200 Pasit 00° 51' 8 163° 18' 1
2000 Poasit 020 30' 8 163° 09' E

11 June 1945

Steaning as before, 0530 Commenced zigzagging in accordnnce with Plan 6,
'SF 10A., 1800 Exercised at fire drill. 1720 Ceased zijgzagging, resumed base courses

N8N0 Posit 04° 43' S 1629 23' &
1200 Posit 08° 27' S 162° 15' @
2000 Posit 06° 44' 3 161° 39' ®

12 June 1945

Steaming as before, 0127 liade radar contact of Ndai Isle, Solomon Islands,
0630 Sighted Floride Island bearing 204° T distance 28 miles. 1120 Task group
12.2 dissolved; commenced steaming independently for assigned anchorage in

Purvis Bay, Solomon Islands, 1246 Entered Purvis Bay and at 1310 anchored in

Serth 11,
0800 Posit 08¢ 41!' § 160° 03' B
13 June 1945

Anchored as before, 0335 Received 123,040 gallons fusl oil from yard oiler,
0636 Got underway for anchorage in Gavutu farbor. 07156 Anchored in berth 32,
Gavutu Harbor. 1400 Received from laval Magazine, Tulagi, 45 rounds 5"/38
amnunition, 920 rounds 20 11/,
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14 June 1945

Anchored =28 before.
15 June 1845

Anchored as befonre.
186 June 1945

Anchored as before. 0706 Got underway for MNowmenr, lew Caledonia, in Guada-
Noumea 3 Convoy, in accordance with C.T.U. 1l,5,6 despatch 142140 of 15 Jume
1945, 0.T.C. ComTransDiv 45, Captain Sebalot in .8.5. LOGAN (APA 196).
1331 Commenced zigzapgring in accordance with Plan %6 USF 10A. 1830 Ceased

zigzagzing. 1905 “ommenced tactical exercises. 1930 Completed tactiocal ex-
ercises, 2005 Resumed zigzagping according to Plan j$.

NE00 Posit 090 14' § 1600 10' ©
1200 Posit D9° 35' 8 1600 50t B
2000 Posit 11° 15' S 1612 06' I

17 June 1945

Steaming as before. 0630 Commenced zigzapgping in accordance with Plan 6
USF 10A. 0954 Ceased zipgzag;:inp and exercised at tactical maneuvers, 1027
Completed tactical maneuvers and resumed zigzagging in accordance with Plan
1321 Ceased zipzagging. 1330 Commenced Ciring exercises in accordance with
USF 10A, Paragraph 13 (A) (3) (C). 1400 Completed firing exercises having
exvended 10 rounds 5"/38, 290 rounds 40 1I' and 1866 rounds 20 101. 1403
Resumed zipgzagring according to plan 6. 1865 Ceased zigzagging and comnenced
exercising at tactical maneuvers., 1930 Completed tactical muueuvers and resuned
zigzagging in sccordance with Plan 6,

o

0800 Posit 14° 04' § 161° 27' E
1200 Posit 14° 47' 8 161° 39' E
2000 Posit 169 21' § 161° 40' E

18 June 1945

Steanming as before, 0001 Ceased zigzagging, 0630 Resumed zizzagging accord-
ing to Plan 6, 0955 Ceased zigzagging and commenced tactical maneuvers.
1102 Completed tactical maneuvers and resumed zigzagging. 1325 Ceased zigzagg-
ing and commencsd firing exercises in accordance with USF 10A, Paragraph 13
(2) (2) (c). 1400 Completed firing exercises , having expended 2119 rounds
20 MM, 545 rownds 40 MM, 30 rounds 5"/38. 1402 Resumed zigzapgging. 2137 Radar
contact of lNew Taledonia bearing 0500 T, distance 38 miles., 2250 Caansed zig-
zazring.

0800 Posit 180 45' § 1610 57' B
1200 Posit 190 23' S 1620 16' &
2000 Posit 200 31' 8 1630 14' B

T
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19 June 1945

Steanming as before., 0900 Exercised at general quarters and fire and damage
control drills simulating suicide plane crash, 1220 Commsnced steering wvarious
courses and speeds approaching Bulari Passage. 1239 Passed through Bulari
Passage and entered harbor, proceeding; up harbor toward anchorage. 1450
Anchored in Great Road, Noumea, New Caledonia, 1935: Received 48,420 pallons
fuel oil from yard oiler,

0800 Posit 229 11' 8 16569 28' B

20 June 1945

Anchored as before. 0649 Lowered all land craft and gof underway for pier.
0722 loored to port side to Pier 9, Nickel Vorks, loumea, New Caledonia,

21 June 1945

Moored as before,
22 June 1945

Moored as before.
23 June 1945

Moored as before.
24 June 1945

Hoored ns before, 1930 Commenced loading cargo.
25 June 1946

Yoored as before. Continued loading cargo.
26 June 19456

lioored as before. Continued loading cargo.

27 June 1945

Voored as before, Continued loading cargo.
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29 June 1945

Moored as before. Continued loading cargo.
29 June 1945

lioored as before, Continued loading carro.
30 June 1945

iioored as before. 1137 Completed loading cargo. 1450 Loaded all landing
craft aboard, Secured ship for sea,

V. COOKE,
eut. “omdr., DM, USHNR,
Commanding.,

‘e
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2 WAR DIARY
MONTH OF JULY 1946

CONFIDENTIAL Zone Time (-11)

Sunday 1 July 1945

Moored to Pier #9, Nickel Works, Noumea, New Caledonia. 0617 Got underway
for Guam, Marianas Islands, in accordance with Port Director routing instructions
of 29 June 1945, 0825 Took departure from Amedee Lighthouse bearing 050° and
wreoked ship bearing 010° T; set course 287° true, 0947 Changed course to 310°
true. 1000 Commenced zig-zaegging in accordance with Plan #6, USP 10A. 1327
Exeroised orow at genoral quarters. Exeroised danage control repair parties at
drills and instruoctions. 1344 Exercised at abandon ship stations. 1800 Ceased
sig-sagging and resumed base oourse. 2000 Changed course to 304 degrees true.
2300 Commenced sig-szagging in accordance with Plan #6 USF 10A.

0800 Posit 22-20 & 166-29 &
1200 Posit 22-08 § 166-44 &
2000 Posit 21-00 S 164-17 E

2 July 1945

0430 Changed course to 348 dejrecs true, 0813 Inoreased standard spesd
to 14.6 knots (85 RPHA. 1336 Ceased sig-sagging--resumed base course., 1346
Changed oourse to 016~ true. 1400 Resumed sig-zagzing in aococordance with USF
10B Plan ;6. 1826 Ceased sig-za;ging and resumed base course.

U800 Fosit 19«12 § 162-28 E
1200 Posit 18-18 8 162-15 &
2000 FPosit 16-32 § 162-29 B

3 July 1946

0000 Commenced sig-zagging in accordance with Plan #6 USF 108, 1880
Censed zig-zagging and resumed base course.

0800 Poslt 13«45 8 163-17 E
1200 Posit 1280 & 165-33 &k
2000 Posit 11-00 8 104-04 E

4 July 1945

0000 Changed course to 001 degroes true., 0430 Commenced sig-zagging in
accordance with Plan ¢6 USF 10B, 1330 Changed course to 003° true. 1900
Censed sig=-sa ying and resumed base ocourse

0800 Posit 0B-12 8 154-12 E
1200 Posit 07-21 8 164-21 E
2000 Posit 05-36 & 104-13 B

137011

-
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5 July 1945

0230 Commenced zig-za;;ing in accordance with Plan #6 USF 10B, 1000 In
obedience to ComSoPao All-1(75), #01116 of 7 May 1944, the s:ip wus sprayed
with Freon Pyrothreuam for prevention of malarial and dengue mesquitoes.

Q800 Posit 02-43 S 154=14 E
1200 Posit 01-47 S 164-13 E
2000 Posit 00-06 N 164-14 E

6 July 1946

1726 Ceused zig-sagying and resumed base course, 1750 Changed bese
course to 343° true. 1740 Resumed zigezag;ing in mccordance with Plan ;6 USF
108,

0800 Posit 02-63 N 164-12 &
1200 Poalt 03-47 N 164-10 &
2000 Posit 05-29 N 164-06 £

7 July 1945

0800 Censed sig-zagging and reduced standard speed to 14 kiots (82 RVN),
“hunged course to 347" true. Resumed sig-zagging in accordance with Plan #7
USF 10B, 0820 Exercised orew at gemeral quurters and held damaje control drills
simulating suicide plane orash. 2209 Sighted Eniwetok, Marshall Islands, by
radar bearing 344° true, distance 22 miles. 2240 Ceased sig-sagging, resumed
base course. 2246 Changed course to 307° true. 2251 Resumed sig-sagging in
accordance to plan (7 USF 10B, 2367 Ceased sig-za ging, resumed base oourse,

0800 losit 08-07 N 163-06 B
1200 Posit 08-52 N 162-563 E
2000 Posit 10-30 N 162-235 B

8 July 1946

0000 Changed base course to 279° true. 0002 Resuned sig-sagging in aco=-
ordance with lan #7 USF 10B,

0800 Posit 11-30 N 160-12 E
1200 Posit 11-37 W 160-20 E
2000 Posit 11-49 N 16740 E

9 July 1946

0630 Sounded general quarters - dawn alert. Conductod damage oontrol drills
against simulated plane crash, 0800 Chanjed course to 280° true., 1726 Ceased
sig-sagsing and resumed buse course. 1745 Resumed sig-sagging in accordance with
Plan #7 USF 10B,
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Ser.: 3.

1800 Retarded ship's olooks one hour to conform with (-10) sone time, 2000 Changed
base course to 279° true,

0800 Posit 12-13 ¥ 165-08 B
1200 Posit 12-29 ¥ 164-08 C
2000 Posit 12-45 N 162-09 B

10 July 1946

06500 Sounded general quarters - duwn alert. Held damage control drills
against simulated suicide glmo crash. 1232 Changed course to 277° true,
1930 Changed course to 274” true. 2000 fteduced standurd speed to 13,6 knots

(79 RP).
0800 Posit 13-11 N 14u-30 B
1200 Posit 13-22 N 148-40 E
2000 Poait 13-34 N 146-54 2
11 July 1946

0111 Contacted Rota, Murianas Islands, by rader bearing 308° true, distance
60 miles, 0233 Contacted Guum, Marianas Islands by racar bearing 266° true,
distance 36 miles. 0260 Sighted Guam, Marianas Islends, boaring 264 degrees
true, distance 33 miles. 0412 Decreased standard s;eed to 13.0 kuots (74 RPu).
0600 Ceased zig-sagging and resumed base course 274° true and reduced standard
speed to 70 RPM. 0545 Changed course to 225° true, commenced using various
oourses and speeds approaching Apra Harbor, Guam, Marianas, 0769 Passed entrance
buoy {1 abeam to port oclose sboard and entered Apra Harbor. 0825 Moored fore and
aft to buoys S-6 and 8-8, berth Wo. 19,
12 July 1946

Moored as before,
13 July 1946

1726 Shifted berths to Doock "Zebra," 2000 Commenced discharging cargo.
14 July 1946

Moored as before. Continued discharging cargo.
16 July 1545

Moored as before. Coutinued discharging cargo.
16 July 1945

Moored as before. Continued discharging cargo.
17 July 1946
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17 July 1945

Moored us before. Shifted berths to No. 561 and continued discharging
cargo. Completed dischurging cargo.

18 July 1946

0913 Got underway for Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, in uccordance with
Port Director, Guam, routing instructions 1736 of 17 July 1946, 0918 Exercised
orew at general quarters. 0020 #ith Apra Harbor entrance buoy abeam to starboard,
close aboard, took departure from Yuam. Set course 270° true, standard speed
14 knots (82 RPM). 0023 Changed course to 200° true, 0940 Changed oourse to
180° true. 1040 “hanged course to 140° true. 1100 Changed course to 091° true.
1200 Commenced sig-zagging in moccordance with Plan #6, USF 10B. 2100 Changed
oourse to 098° true,

1200 Posit 13-08 N 144-51 &
2000 Posit 18-12 146-36 L

19 July 1945

0040 Ceased sig-zagying - resumed base course., 0B00 Commenoced sig-zagging
in accordance with Plan #6 USF 10B, 1800 Advanced ship's clocks one hour to
conform to minus eleven gone time.

0500 Posit 12-52 B 145-12 b
1200 Posit 12-43 N 160-06 &
2000 Posit 12-31 N 161-31 E

20 July 1946

0200 Ceased sig-sagging - resumed base course. 05630 Hesumed sig-zagging.
0800 Changed base course to 096° true. 1320 Changed course to 047° true,
1900 Censed sig-zagging and resumed base course. 2036 Changed buse course to
100° true. 2266 Reduced standard speed to 13 knots (78 RPY).

0800 Posit 12-03 N 163-54 E
1200 Posit 12-02 N 164-60 E

2000 Posit 11-56 N 166-30 E

21 July 1945

0002 Changed standard speed to 14.0 knots (82 RPM). 0630 Commenced sig-
sagging in accordance with plan 6, USF 10B, 2000 Ceased sig-sagging - changed
base oourse to 111° true, 2246 “hanged course to 160° true. 2300 Commenced
sig-sagging in accordance with rlan #6, USF 10B.
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21 July 1945 (Continued)

0800 Posit 11-36 N 158-13 &
1200 Posit 11-23 N 180-10 E
2000 Posit 11-14 W 161-61 B

22 July 1946

1233 Deoreased standard speed to 15.5 knots (80 R'M)., 2000 Changed
course to 150° true,

. 0800 Posit 0u~0u I 162-69 L
1200 Posit 08-14 ¥ 163-17 E
2000 Posit 05-88 N 163-435 E

23 July 1946

0440 Censed sig-sagging ~ resumed base oourse, (445 Changed base ¢ ourse
to 190° true. 0447 Resumed zig-zagging., 0836 Exercised crew at general quarters,
simvlating battle problem. “ompleted battle problem and secured,

08L0 Posit 04-43 N 164-22 E
1200 Posit 03-34 N 184-16 &
2000 Fouit OL=b9 N i03-B7 b

24 July 1946

1526 Cemsed sig-sag;ing, resumed base course. 1530 Changed course to 171°
true complyin; with a change of destinution to Noumea, New Caledonia, in accordance
with ComSoPac despatoh 230931 of July 1u4b. 1536 Resumed zig-sagging.

0800 Posit 00-54 8 163-22 E
1200 Posit 01-26 S 183-12 &
2000 Posit 03-15 S 163-10 E

26 July 1946

0801 Deoreased standard speed to 13 knots (78 RPM). 1236 Changed course
to 1729 true.

0800 Posit Ub=bs 8 165-33 E
1200 Posit 06-42 S 165-41 B
2000 Posit (85«24 5 163=63 E

26 July 1945

0126 Ceused sig-sagging - rosumed base oourse. 0130 “hanged course to
192° true. 0136 resumed sig-sagzing. 1900 Ceased sig-zegging - resumed base
course, 1911 Changed oourse to 186° true.
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268 July 1946 (Continued)
0800 Posit 10-53 : 163-42 &

1200 Posit 11-30 5 163-34 E
2000 Posit 12-66 5 163-06 E

27 July 1946

0700 Changed course to 188° true and inoreased standard speed to 14.0
knots (82 RPM). 1229 Bhanged course to 190° true, 2300 Changed course to 168° true.

0800 Posit 15-13 S 162-46 E
1200 Posit 16-59 S 162-34 E

2000 Posit 17-35 8 162-10 B
28 July 1946

0739 Increased standsrd speed to 14.5 knots (856 RFM). 1200 Changed course
to 137° true. 2000 Changed course to 126° true.

0800 Posit 19-42 S 162-14 &
1200 Posit 20-11 8 162-48 B
2000 Posit 21-13 S 163-48 E

29 July 1945

0649 Inoreased speed to 15 knots (88 RPM), 0600 Changed course to 106°
true., 0702 Changed ourse to 1100 true. 0u38 Sighted Amedee Island Light
bearing 098° true, distance 20 miles. Commenced steering various courses approaching
Bulari Passage. 1146 Passed through Bulari Passage and oommenced steering various
oourses approaching Port Noumea. 1238 Passed tirough Little intrance and entered
Port Noumea harbor. 1304 Moored portside to Urand Quay dooks #2, Port Noumea,
New Caledonia.

0800 Posit 22-22 8 166-47 E

30 July 1946

Moored as before. 1040 Commenced loading cargo. 1325 Shifted to Grand
Quay Doock #1.

31 July 1945
Moored as before. Continued loading cargo.

L. V. COOKE, Lt, Comdr,, DM, USNR
Commanding Officer,
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WAR DIARY

Month of September 1945
Attached to Transport Division-44, Transport Squadron 15

Zone Time =10

CONFIDENTIAL

1.September 1945

Moored starboard side to pier A-6, Tanapag Harbor, Saipan, Marianas
Islands. Discharging roll-up cargo from South Pacific. 0620 - Commenced
loading cargo for Guam.
2 September 1945

Moored as before. Continuous loading and discharging of cargo.
5 September 1945

Moored as before. 0246 - Completed discharging cargo. 0300 = Completed
loading cargo. 0708 - Got underway in obedience to Port Director, Saipan
dispatch of 2 September 1945, for Guam. 1629 - Passed Orote Point abeam
to starboard, distance 700 yards. Entered Apra Harbor, Guam. 1652 -
Moored fore and aft to buoys in berth #10,

1200 Posit 14° 26' N 144° 58' E

4 September 1945

Moored as before,
6 September 1945

0620 - Moored as befare. Underway in obedience to port director's
dispatch 040927 from mooring berth #10, to dock "Peter", inner harbor.
0650 - Moored starboard side to dock "Peter." 1005 - Commenced discharging
cargo.
6 September 1946

Moored as before. Continuous discharging of cargo.
7 September 1945

Moored as before. Continuous discharging of cargo.
€ September 1946

Moored as before, Continuous disbharging of cergo.

148532
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II

" 9 September 1945
Moored as before. 0325 - Completed discharging cargo. 0803 =
Got underway for Leyte, Fhilippine Islands, in obedience to port director's
routing instructions {2298 of 8 September 1945. Steaming indepéndently.

1200 Posit 13° 24' N 143° 50' E
2000 Posit 13° 03' N 141° 48' E

10 September 1945

Steaming as before. 1800 - Retarded all ship's clocks one hour
to conform with minus nine zone time.

0800 Posit 12° 37' N 138° 50' E
1200 Posit 12% 24' N 137° 34' E
2000 Posit 12° 05' N 135° 29' E
11 September 19465
Steaming as before.
0800 Posit 11° 41' N 1320 30' E
1200 Posit 11° 31' N 1312 18' E
2000 Posit 11° 10' ¥ 129" 14' E

12 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0813 - Passed Suluan Island light abeam to
starboard, distance 85 miles. “mtered Leyte Gulf, 0815 - “xercised crew
at general quarters. LExercised damage control parties simulating mine hit.
0843 - Exercised at fire quarters. 0913 - Commenced lying to off HECP,
Homonhon Island. 1036 - Received Harbor entrance instructions and got
underway for Sean Pedro Bay, Leyte, Philippine Islands. 12563 - Entered San
Pedro Bay Channel. 1404 - fnchored in berth 64, Sen Pedro Bay, Leyte,
Philippines. Reported to Commander, Amphibious Group THREE.

13 September 1945

Anchored as before. 0616 - Underway to refuel. 0724 - Moored port
side to oiler IX-142 in berth #76, San Pedro Bay, and refueled. 1020 =
Underway in obedience from ComPhibsGrp 3 dispatch 111308 dated September
1945, enroute Abuyog Area, Leyte Gulf. 1327 - Anchored in berth #1027
Abuyog Area. Reported to CTF 34 for duty.

14 September 1945

Anchored as before. 1630 - Yommenced combat loading supplies and
equipment of Slst Infantry Divisimm (4), Ix U.8, Army .
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15 September 1945

Anchored as before. Continuous loading.
16 September 1945

Anchored as before. Continuous loading.
17 September 1945

Anchored as before. 18556 - Completed loading.
18 September 1945

Anchored as before. 0628 - Got underway in obedience to CTF 34 sortie
plan 1-45, dated 15 September 1945, enroute from Leyte, Philippine Islands
to Aomori, Honshu, Japan. Steaming in Transport Division 44, the fourth
ship in a colum of five. Task Unit guide in U.3.5. KERSHAW (APA-176).
CTF 34 Flag in U.S.S. APPALACHIAN (AGC-1). 1343 - Exercised crew at general
quarters. Commenced scheduled AA firing at towed sieeve. 1401 - Exercised
repair parties at damage control stations. 1432 - Secured from general
quarters and damage control drills and scheduled AA firing, hawing expended
five (5) rounds of 5"/38 ammunition.

1200 Posit 10° 35' N 126° 00' E
2000 Posit 12° 05' N 126° 55' E

19 September 1945
Steaming as before. 0820 - Exercised crew at abandon ship drill.
0800 Posit 14° 27' N 128° 08' E
1200 Posit 15° 16'N 128° 34' E
2000 Posit 16° 52' N 120° 27' E
20 September 1945

Steaming as before.

0800 Posit 19° 23' N 130° 50' E
1200 Posit 20° 16' N 131° 21' E
2000 Posit 22° 03' N 132° 24' E

21 September 1945
Steaming as before.
0800 Posit 24° 29' N 133° 41' E

1200 Posit 25° 24' N 134° 13' E
2000 Posit 27° 10' N 1350 16' B
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' 22 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0820 - Exercised crew at general quarters and
damage control problem. 0850 - Exercised crew at fire drill.

0800 Posit 28° 41' N 136° 50' E
1200 Posit 30° 26' N 137° 18' E
2000 Posit 32° 03' N 138° 20' E

23 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0312 - Stopped engines due to engine room
casualty caused by loss of lube oil pressure. 0313 - Regained lube oil
pressure, Casualty completely repaired. Resumed standard speed. 0842 -
Reduced speed to two-thirds due to engine room casualty caused by failure of
forced draft blower to #2 boiler. 0852 - Engine room casualty repaired.
Resumed standard speed.

0800 Posit 34° 20' N 140° 38' E
1200 Posit 36° 16' N 141° 11' E
200 Posit 37° O7' N 141° 55' E

24 September 1945

Steaming es before. 0900 - U,S5.S. BAYFIELD (APA-33) assumed tactical
comnand, Commenced tactical maneuvers. 1128 - U.S.5. KERSHAW (APA-176)
resumed tactical command. Completed tactical maneuvers. 1617 - Executed
formation 1-T, and commenced streaming paravanes. 1757 - Resumed formation
From 2-T¢

0800 Posit 39° 43' N 142° 32' E
1200 Posit 40° 25' N 142° 32' E
2000 Posit 41° 41' N 141° 55' E

25 September 1945

Steaming as before. 0200 - With Oma Saki, abeam to port, distance
8 miles, entered Aomori Wan swept chamnel. 0500 - Cleared swept channel.
Commenced steering various courses at various speeds approaching transport
area, Aomori, Japan. 0502 - Retrieved paravanes. 0510 - Passed 0 Shima
point abeam to port, distance five miles, entered Aomori Wan., 0621 =
Anchored in berth 14, transport area anchorage "A", Aomori, Japan. 0825 -
Cormenced discharging cargo. 1140 - Ceased discharging cargo. 1159 -
Underway for inner Aomori Harbor. 1229 - Anchored in imner Aomori Harbor.
Resumed discharging cargo.

26 September 1945
Anchored as before. Continuous discharging of cargo. 11456 - Completed

discharging cargo. 1600 - Underway shifting anchorage. 1641 - Anchored in
anchorage "A", berth 14, Aomori Wan, Aamri, Japan.
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27 September 1945

Anchored as before.
28 September 1945

Anchored as before.
29 September 1945

Anchored as before.
30 September 1945

Anchored as before. 0555 = Underway in obedience to ComTransRon 15
movement order 10-45 in Task Unit 34,3.7, the third ship in a colum of
four s hips, enroute Aomori, ¥Wan, Honshu, Japan to San Pedro Bay, Leyte,

Philippine Islands. 0630 - Launched paravanes,

2000 Posit 40° 30' N 142° 13' E

L. V. COOKE,
Lt. Comdr., USNR
Commanding Officer.
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Francisco, Califorina
Ser.: Sén » C

VAR DIARY
ijonth of October 1945

Attached to Task l'orce 34 Task Unit 34.3.17

e i EUp A ——

1 October 19456

Steaming in task unit 34,3.,17 enroute from Aomori, Japan to San
Pedro hHay, Leyte, Philippine Islands. OQur position is third ship in & col-
umn of four ships, Officer in tuctical command and guide in U,5,8, Theenim,
AKABS,
0800 Posit &7=55 N 141=55
1200 Posit 56«28 N 141-53
2000 Posit 34-46 N 140-40

==

2 Qctober 1945

Steaming as before. 1112 - In obedience to CTF é4's 020118 dis-
patch, distination altered to Tokyo Bay in order to avoid typhoon.

0800 Posit 33-11 N 139-00 E
1200 Posit 33-02 N 138-30 E
2000 Posit 35-36 N 139-34 E

3 QOctober 1945

Steaming as before, 0000 - Entered Tokyo Bay swept channel, 0144 -
Anchored bearing 210° (T) distance 700 yards from berth #27, anchorage "F",
Tokyc Bay. 1540 - Underway in obedience to dispatch orders frem CTG 34,3
enroute from lokyo Bay, Japan to .anile, Philippine lslands. Our position is
third ship in a column of four ships comprising task unit 34,3.17. Officer in
tactical commend and ;juide in U,S5,8, Theenim, AXA63.

2000 Posit 34-42 N 139-16 E
4 October 194§
Steaming as before, 0957 - In obedience to CTF 32's dispatch 0352350
distination altered to Tokyo Bay to avoid typhoon., 1801 - Passed Ira Saki light
abean to port, distance 12 miles. 2015 - =ntered Tokyo Bay swept channel.

0800 Posit &3-00 N 138-29 B
1200 Posit &5-02 N 138«30 E

5 Qctober 1945

150208 Steaming as before, 0007 - Commenced steaming independently for
anchorage. 0200 - anchored in berth Baker 21, lTokyo Bay,




USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66
File: 11

Ser.:

6 Qctober 1945

Anchored as before, 07556 - Got underway in task unit 04,3,17 for
Manila, Philippine Islands in obedience to ComThirdPhib Force dispatch 051204,
OQur position third ship in a column of five ships., Guide and OTC in 1,S.S.
Theenim, AKAG63.
1200 Posit 34«56 N 139-21 E
2000 Posit 33-49 NI 137-54

&=

7 October 1945
Steaming as before,
0800 Posit 32«15 N 137=64

1200 Posit 32«02 N 13552
2000 Posit 30-56 N  134-10

3 =

=

8 Qctober 1946

Steaming as before, 0815 - Exercised crew at general quarters
stations, 0855 - Exercised crew at fire quarters., 0913 - Exercised crew at
fire and rescue stations.

0800 Posit 40-0€ N 18256
1200 Posit 30-02 N 152-44
2000 Posit 29-24 N 152-56

===

9 Qctober 1945
Steaming as before,
0800 Posit 28«28 N 133=49

1200 Posit 27-50 N  134-26
2000 Posit 26-42 N 135-29

H &=

10 October 1945
Steaming as before,
0800 Posit 25-22 N 136-20

1200 Posit 24-48 N  155=47
2000 Posit 23-28 N 135-14

H=EE=E

11 Cctober 1945

Steaming as before.

0800 Posit 22-34 N  132-28 E
1200 Posit 22«17 N 131-27 E
2000 Posit 21=47 N  129-23 E
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USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66
File: 111

Ser.:
12 Qctober 1945

Steaming as Lefore,

0800 Posit 21-18 N 126=49
1200 Posit 20-47 N 125-40
2000 Posit 20-21 N 1es=-42

<l £ 0 ©5)

13 Qctober 1945 \\

Steaming as before.

0800 Posit 19-42 N  120-42 B
1200 Posit 18-82 N  120-11 =
2000 Posit 17=04 N 119=25 E

14 Cectober 1545

1110 Entered south channel, Manila Bay. Commenced steaming in-
dependently to anchorage. 1417 - Anchored in berth 612, Manila Bay.

0800 Posit 14-26 N 119-59 E
15 Qctober 1845
Anchored as before.
16 October 1945
Anchored as before,
17 Qctober 1945

Anchored as vef'ors. 1254 - Underway in obedience to orders from
CTU 34.3.17 proceeding to oiler to refuel ship, 1711 - Completed fueling shipe

(=]

Underway for anchorage berth €614, 1754 - Anchored in berth 612,
18 Qctober 1945

Anchored as before,
1S October 1945

1325 « Underway in obedience to orders from Port Director Manila,
dispatch /27160143 enroute anchorage #45 to pick up pilot. 1430 - Anchored in
berth #45 waiting pilot, 1735 - Pilot came on board. Underway in obedience to
Port Diresctor dispatch #2716/0143 for pier #1 berth 2, inner lManila harbor.
1907 - Moored portside to pier #1 berth #2, 2115 - Commenced loading 8th Army
1529 Engineer general service regiment supplies and equipment,



USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66
File: iV
Ser.:
20 QOctober 1945
lioored as before, Continuous loading, 1700 = 163 officers and men

of the 1329 Engineering regiment of the 8th Army reported aboard as passengers
for transportation to Yokohama, Japan,

21 QOctober 1945

ioored as before, Continuous loading., 0325 - Completed loading
8th Army 1329 Engineering regiment supplies and equipment. 0710 - Underway in
obadience to orders from Port Director Manila, to anchorage #51, 0802 -
Anchored in berth 451, 1735 = Underway in cohedience to ComPhib Group 9 movement
order #4919-45 dated 21 October 1945 in task nnit 33,2,17 enroute Xenila,
Philippine Islands to Tokyo Bay. OCur nosition second ship in a column of three
ships, OTC and puide in U,S5,5, Theenim, AKAGS,

22 Cctober 1945

Steaming as belore,

0800 Posit 16=38 N 119-46 E
1200 Fosit 17=-28 N 119=567 E
2000 Posit 18-51 N 120-26 E
25 Qctober 1945
Steaming ss before,
0800 Posit 20-09 N 122-18 E
1200 Posit 20-36 I  122-38 E
2000 Posit 21=33 N 123-52 E
24 October 1945
Steaming as before.
0800 Posit 23«08 N 125«30 E
1200 Posit 23=50 N 126-1€ E
2000 Posit 25-15 N 127-37 B

25 QOctober 1945

Steaming as before,

0800 Posit 27418 N 12951
1200 Posit 27-556 N 130-41 E
2000 Posit 29-15 N  132-26 B




USS SOUTHAMPTON, AKA-66
File: Vv
Ser.:
26 Qctober 19456

Steaming as before.
0800 Posit 20-57 N  134-48

1200 Posit 31-30 N  135-32
2000 Posit 32-43 N 137-11

==

27 October 1945

Steaming as before, 00654 - FEntered Tokyo Bay swept channel., 0854 -
By order of the QTC, task unit 33.2.17 dissolved., Commenced steaming independently
for anchoraze, 1111l=- Anchored in berth #31 Baker, Tokyo Bay, Japan,

28 Cctober 1945

Anchored as before., 1230 - Underway in obedience to port director
dispatch ;VH61, dated 27 QOctober 1945, enroute South Pier "Charlie", Yokchama,
Japan, 1340 - Pilot came aboard., 1450 - loored port side to pier, 1620 -
Commenced discharging dth Army 1529 Engineer general service regiment cargo.

29 October 1945

lMoored as vefore, Continuous discharging cf cargo. 1540 - Disembarked
all troop officers and men, 1600 - Anchor Availability granted till & lLovember
1945 for boiler cleaning. Reference CIF 33 dispatch 290024.
50 Qotober 1945

lloored as before., Continuous discharging of cargo. 1220 = Completed
discharging cargo. 1315 - Underway in obedience to orders from port director,

Yokohama dated 30 October 1945 enrcute anchorage berth B-24, Tokyo Bay. 1412 =-
Anchored in berth B-24, Tokyo.

31 October 1945

Anchored as before., Awaiting further orders.

e

» I-lt - comdr .y SIER
Commending Officer.




. .u.s.s. SOUTHAMFTON (AKA-68)
o/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California
WAR DIARY
Month of November 19456

'mﬁhahou to ComPhibsGroupTHREE

1 i 8

’I

‘)
h-.:
-lm
1|hf

Ll

-
1 L
ONF P

=]
lo:

L
j
1 November 1945

Anchored in berth Baker 24, Tokyo Bay, Japan, cleaning boilers. Avail-
ability granted by CTF 33.

2 November 194§
Anchored as before,
3 November 1945
Anchored as before. 1100 - Completed cleaning boilers. KReported

ready for sea. 1500 = Pursuant to CinGPaq/binCPoa, despatch #032351, this
vessel attached to ComilesSeaFron for operational control.

4 November 1945 RECLIVED SC Fibs
PLIH': m
Anchored as before. ROUTFE T¢: -
5 November 1945 11 UEC ‘94“/_
File No. h‘d/f '._;m;i;m ,
Anchored as before. 24 /
Doc. No. g
6 November 1945 Copy Wik i o :
Anchored as before. Heao Tt
PRS- S /J_

7 November 1946
Anchored as before.
8 November 1945

Anchored as before. 0425 - Observed S.S5, TRINIDAD VICTORY dragging
anchor. Stationed all special sea and anchor details. 0434 - Bridge of S.S.
TRINIDAD VICTORY touched this vessel approximately 10 feet from port bow, causing
slight damage to this vessel's rail and bulwark. 1234 - Ensign B.A. HENDRIX
from Port Director's office, Yokohama, and Captain OLSEN, of the War Shipping
Administration came aboard to investigate the causes of the collision and to
determine the extent of damage. 1607 - Underway in obedience to orders from
Port Director, Yokohama, dated 8 lNovember 1945 to change berths. 1707 - Anchored
in berth Baker 139 to load passengers for United States.
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9 November 1945

Anchored as before. 1005 - Two hundred and forty-one (241) enlisted
men and twenty-three (23) officers reported on board as passengers for transportation
to the United States.

10 November 1945

Anchored as before.
11 November 1946

Anchored as before. 1068 - Underway in obedience to orders fram Port
Director, lavy 3923. ©Steaming independently enroute fram Tokyo Bay, Japan to
San Francisco, California, U.S,A, 1205 - With Taurugi light abeam to starboard,
distance 3.5 miles, departed from Tokyo Bay. Commended steering great circle
course for San Francisco,

2000 Posit 35% 26' N 141° 18' E

12 November 1945

Steaming as before. 1300 = Wind force 7 to 8. Seas becoming progressively
heavier. This vessel rolling 42° degrees to port, 40° starboard.

0800 Posit 372 08' N 143° 47' E
1200 Posit 37° 31' N  144° 44' E
2000 Posit 38° 21' N 146° 28' E

13 November 1945

Steaming as before. 0100 - Advanced ship's clocks one hour to conform
with minus ten gone time,

0800 Posit aog 43" N 149° 40' E
1200 Posit 39° 63' N 1503 62' E
2000 Posit 40° 50' N 153° 14' E

14 November 1945
Steaming as before. 0100 - Advanced ship's clocks one hour to conform

with minus eleven zone time., 0900 - Exercised crew and passengers at fire and
abandon ship drill.

0800 Posit 42° 16' N 156° 24' E
1200 Posit 42° 44' N 157° 26' E
2000 Posit 43° 37' N 160° 13' E
15 November 1945
Steaming as before,
0800 Posit 44° 652' N 164° 02' E
1200 Posit 45° 13' N 1650 24' E
2000 Posit 450 556' N 1680 19' E

_—J




16 November 1945

Steaming as before.
conform with minus twelve zone time.

0800 Posit
1200 Posit
2000 Posit

17 November 1945
Steaming as before.

conform with plus eleven zone time,
F4990, dated 17 November, ship's

steering great circle course for Portland.
0800 Posit 47° 66! N
1200 Posit 47° 56' N
2000 Posit 48°% 22' N
18 November 1945
Steaming as before.
0800 Posit 48°% 53' N
1200 Posit 48°% 58' N
2000 Posit 48° 58' N
19 November 19456
Steaming as before. 0100 - Advanced all
with plus ten zone time.
0800 Posit 48°% 58' N
1200 Posit 48° 58' N
2000 Posit 48° 58' N
20 November 1945
Steaming as before. 0100 = Advanced all
with plus nine zone time.
0800 Posit 48° 29'N
1200 Posit 48° 17' N
2000 Posit 47° 58' N
21 November 1945
Steaming as before. 0100 - Advanced all
conform to plus eight zone time.
0800 Posit 48° 14' N
1200 Posit 47° 57' N
2000 Posit 47° 20' N

46° 44!
463 541
47° 14"

N
N
N

L

0100 - Advanced all ship's clocks one hour to

172° 13 B
1732 47' E
176 42' E

0100 - Advanced all ship's clocks one hour to
0923 - Pursuant to ComWesSeaFron despatch
destination changed to Portland, Oregon.

Commenoced

170° 25
168° 68°*

W
W
166° 09' W

161° 321
159: 16"
166° 08"*

===

ship's clocks one hour to conform

151° 26" W
160° 16" W
147° 09' W

ship's clocks one hour to conform

1422 56' W
141° 23' W
138° 37* W

ship's clocks one hour to

134° 35' W
133° 00*' W
130° 15' W




sty L o
22 November 19456

Steaming as before. 1337 - Sighted Oregon Coast bearing 125°(T)
distance eleven miles. 1358 - Passed Japanese type hormed mine abeam to port,
close aboard, Sounded general quarters. Commenced maneuvering atvarious
coursea and speeds in effort to sink mine. 1408 - Commenced firing at mine.
1452 - Ceased firing at mine. Mine determined sunk by punecturing. Resumed
base course. 1715 - Pilot H. J. SCHROEDER came aboard and toock “onn. 1743 =
Steering casualty caused by failure of rudder indicator. Shifted steering to
trick wheel. 1816 = Steering casualty repaired. Resumed steering control in
wheelhouse.. 1819 - Entered Columbia River, 1952 - Pilot left ship. Pilot
°,V. WINSLOW came aboard and took Conn.

0800 Posit 46° 41' N 128° 52' W
1200 Posit 46° 24' N 125° 27' W

23 November 19456

Steaming as before. 0140 - Entered Wilamette River. Proceeding to
Inter-~State Docks, Portland, 0412 « Moored starbm rd side to Inter-State Docks,
Portland, Oregon. 0900 - All passengers left the ship for further transportation
to various stations, 1305 - Conducted arrival conference.

24 November 1945
Moored as b'ofor..
25 November 19546
Moored as before,
26 November 1946
Moored as before.,
27 November 1945
Moored as before.
28 November 1945
Moored as before. 0723 - Pilot T.S. REEDER came aboard. 0767 - = Underway

for Astoria, Oregonm, tnoboamotomhlom tr-l.t.Mr m.m




LY . .

30 November 1945

Moored as before. 0420 - Pilot O. G. GRAHAM came aboard. 0515 - Yot
underway in tow for anchorage in Columbia River to discharge ammunition
in accordanc e with Port Director's despatch #291928 dated 29 November.
0730 - Entered Columbia River. 0733 - Anchored with Kelly Pt. bearing 305(T)
distance 9 miles., 0830 - LST 270 made fast to starboard side to receive
ammunition. Commenced discharging ammunition. 1645 - Completed discharging
all ammunition. LST 270 cast off. 2050 - Underway in tow for Municipal terminal
#1, Pier B, Kaiser Co. Portland. 20569 - Entered Willamette River.

LV, COOXE, o
Lt. Comdr., USNR
Commanding Officer.
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7 Publly Wocmciq = HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF THE UNITED STATES SHIP SOUTHAMPTON (AKA=66)
JS“OV 1245

“The U,5.3. SOUTHAMPTON, & Maritimé Commission Ce2 type hull, converted
ROUTE 10 to gﬁvy specifications as an Attack Cargo Vessel (i.K.a,), was built by the
lighth Carolina Shipbuilding Company) at Wilmington, North Carolina, and

leunched July 28, 1944, ;

e

' The ship was sponsored by Ensign Rama V. BLACKWOOD, USNR (W), stationed
at Charlotte, North Carclina, and two enlisted Waves, Dorothy LAZ.IR, Ylc,
and Mary BLACKWELL, Y2e, both of Raleigh, North Carolina, commemorating the
second anniversary of the Women's Naval Reserve.

The ship was accepted by the Névy on September 16, 1944 from the Maritime
Commission after successfully completing ship yard trial runs, The U,S,
Navy Ferry Crew #1 came aboard and sailed the ship to the Navy Yard, Charleston,
South Carolina the same day, Here the vessel was outfitted and armament
installed,

The ship's crew was assembled at the U,S, Naval Training Station, Newport,
Rhode Island, and the Landin; Boat Crews at Fort Pierce, Florida,

On October 8, 1944, the U,S.S. SOUTH.APTON was placed in full commission
and Lieutenant Commander Lester V., COOKE, D-M, USNR, accepted the ship and
took command, The complement totalled 35 officeres und 326 enlisted men.

Of these, 24 officers and 207 were ship's personnel, while 1l officers and
119 enlisted men were landing boat personnel,

On October 14, 1944, the ship got underway from the Charleston Navy
Yard to make a trial run ond test £ire newly installed armament, All tests
were successful and the ship returned to the Navy Yard to complete outfitting.
The following armament was installed:s one (1) 5"/38 Dual Purpose, four (4)
40mm twin mounts, and sixteen (16) 20 mm single mowpts,

On October 18, 1944, outfitting was eompletezd and the ship reported for
duty, orders having been received to proceed to Norfolk, Virginia, for shake=
down cruise, October 21, 1944, underway for Humpton Roads, Virginia, proceed-
ing independently. .rrived October 22, 1944, and reported for shckedown
cruise, .\ military and moteriel inspection of the ship was conducted by
Commander, .mphibious Forces Trauining Command, U, S, Atlantic Fleet and we
received out landing craft consisting of eight (8) (L.C.M.'s) Landing Craft
Mechanical, fifteen (15) (L.C.V.P.'s) Landing Craft Vehicles, Personnel,
and one (1) L,C,-L) Launch,

From October 24, 1944 to November 2, 1944, held shokecdown cruise in
Chesapeake Bay. During this period the erew was exercised at handling landing
craft, antieaircraf't target practice at towed slesvds, stresming paravanes
and various drills, Cargo handling ar @ ~.ieting and lowering of landing
cralt were carried out under most ndverse weather and sea conditions, due to
gale=force winds.

lovember 2, 1944, ship entered Norfolk Navy Yerd, Portsmouth, Virginia,
for three day post-shukedown availability. On November 5, 1944, got underway
for Canal Zone, Panama, in Task Unit 29,6.11, arriving November 12, 1944,
after on uneventful voyage. We immediately proceeded to Balboaz, Canal Zone,
the passage through most of the Panami Canal being made during darkmess.

158503 (1)



ilovember 13, 1944, we got underwoy from Bulboz, Canal Zone, for Pearl
Harbor, Territory of Hawnii, stcaming independently, and nrriving there on
Hovember 26, 1944, aftor an weventful voy:ge. Japanese submarines were
active during this period between the Huwaiion Islands and the .est Coast.
From Novomber 27, 1944 to Januury 2, 1945, the ship conducted training
exercises in preparation for amphibious assault under Commandor, administrativ
Command, Amphibious Ferces, U. S, Pacific Flect, Training Command in the
Hawniian 4rca. :

On January 3, 1945, two officcrs and sixty-seven enlisted men of the
442nd Port Company, U.S. army reoportod on board for transportation and
to assist in handling curgos On January 4, 1945, underway from Pearl
Horbor for Kehului, linui, Territory of Hawaii, arriving the samo day,
Commonced combat loading supplies and equipment of the 25th Rogiment, Fourth
llarine Division for the assnult upon Iwo Jima, January 8, 1345, completed
loading, Seven officcurs 2nd ono humired nd forty-three enlisted men of the
Fourth ilorine Division, with 20 USLC -« dogs and eleven enlisted men from
D Company, 133 HNaval Construction Battalion roported on board as troop
passengers for the Iwo Jima invasion, Januvery 9, 1945, underway from Kahului,
lfaui, for Honolulu, arriving same day.

On January 12, 1945, underwny for finml amphibious training excrcises
in the Hawniian Area, in Task force 51, Vice admiral R. K. TURNER, USN,
Commander, ‘mphibious Foreces, U.3. Pacific Floct, Officer in Tactical Command.
W are permanontly assicned to Transport Squadron Fifteen (15) under
Commodore H. i. PL2LGLN, USH, and to Transport Division 44, Captain J. H,
SEYFRIED, USI, Divisien Corviander. January 14, 1945, exercises comploted,
we returned to Honolulu.

On January 27, 19456, we departed from Honolulu, for Eniwetok, larshall
Islands, arriving Februcry 5, 1945. No encmy forces were encountercd
during the voyagc, though enemy submarires wore known to be opercting aleng
our course, .uch vanluable time vms spont unroute holding %actical mancuvers,
edvecational movies and lecturcs in ['irst aid, ond recognition training; also
conducted turget pructise 1t dranes, (radio-controlled planes).

On February 7, 1945, underwny from Eniwetok for Seipan, larlanas Islands,
arriving February 11, 1945, From Fobruery 13 to 15, 1945, off Tinian Islend,
canducter final rchearscls for tho assnult on Iwo Jima,

On Februery 16, 1945, got undorviay from Saipan for our objective, Vhile
enroute numerous undorwator sound cortacts were made by our destroyer screen,
but progross of the Task Force wnas indoterred on its course to Iwo Jima.

On February 19, 1945, we arrived off Iwo Jima ir our assipgned Transport

Area, Landing craft were lowered on s~ ‘ulc and dispatched to other

ships in our division tec carry assaul. croops to the beach. During the initial
endine, one of our LCVP's had o mortar shell explode close nboard, wounding
tho Coxswain, J, M, FISCHER of St. Louis, Missouri, and injuring Q .

3 JLBERTS(, Sle, of Chicago, Illinoise Thesec were the only casualties to
our personnel in this operation by cnemy action. ‘le lost four LCil's and six
LCVP's, all of which were swamped in tho rough surf on the beachess Cn D
plus one, fifty-three ecasualties from the beach were evacunted to the ship.
By the time we departed from Iwo Jian cleven deys later, we had taken on a
total of ninety-cight cansunlties,
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Unloading operations were interrupted by enemy air activity and by nightly
retirement of the transports, Due to rough sea conditions, the ship sustained
considerable damage to its hull plating and frames by LST's, LSl's, and

LCT's alongside receiving cargo. Many of owr crew witnessed the raising of
0ld Glory on Mount Suribachi,

On Ilarch 1, 1945, having campleted unloading cargo, we got underway for
Saipan, arriving llarch 4, 1945,

At Saipan on March 11, 1945, we again began loading combat cargo, this
time suppliies and equipment of the Second Marine Division for the assault upon
Okinawa, March 16, 1945, eleven officers and fifty-six enlisted men of the
Second Marine Division, two officers and fifteen men from the lialaria and
Insect Control Unit, Second Marine Division, and twenty men from the 130th
Haval Construction Battalion reported o board for transportation to the
ocbjective. Siaulated amphibisus landings were conducted off Tinian Island
and on llerch 27, 1945, the ship got underway for the Okinawa operation in
Iagk Group Gl.2, Rear Admiral J. VRIGHT, USHN, in cormmend.

On L-Day, April 1, 1945, we arrived off the southeast cosst of Okinawa
in our assigned Transport Areas Our mission was to conduct a demonstration
landing (feint attack) and retire, On tho approach at davn the U.5.S.
HIFSDALE (APA-120) with our Division Commander aboard wes hit by a suicide
plene. ‘e were ordered to dispatch e Leuding oraft to ussist in transferring
hor troops to other ships of the sq ...ron., Om April 2, 1945, a second feint
attack was made in the same area, During this aprroach a Japancse plane
flew over the transports., It was fired upon by all ships, but escaped’
apparcntly undamaged into the cloudse This yng tne only occasion we nad of
firing at the enemy during the war. Ve retired with our Task Growp to an
arca about 150 niles from Okinewa to await orders. TWhile cruising in this area,
numerous floating mincs iere destroyed by owr screen. Several eir raid
alerts and undervator sound contacts were oncountered but no nction resulted
therafrom.

On April 11, 1945, tho Task Group wes ordered to return to 3aipan,
arriving April 14, 1945, Herc tho Secornd uarines were disembarked and their
cargo wiloaded. ‘o remained a® Saipan awaiting orders, and on June 4, 1945,
Transport Squadron Fifteeon was ordered to the South Pacific irea to carry
roll-up cargo to the llarianas. On June 12, 1945, we arrived in Tulegi,
Florida Island, Solomon Islands, On June 16, 1945, departed for Noumea,

New Caledenia, erriving June 19, 1945, Here we loaded carpo for the Marianas.
Cn July 1, 1945, steaminp indepondently, got underway for Guam, arriving July
11, 1645, The voyage was uneventful, though submarines were active along

our route, and a weelk eurlior a ship had been torpedoed on our course,

On July 18, 1945, having completed discharging cargo st Guam, we got
underway for Noumea for another load, arriving July 29, 1945, On August
10, 1945, we left lloumea for Kwajalein, l'ershall Islands, arriving August 17,
1945, Here we discharged part of our cargo. Enroute lloumea to Kwajalein
we intently listened to all radio nows of the Japanese surrender nepotiations
with the greotest pleasure. On August 18, 1945, we left Kwajalein for Saipan,
arriving August 22, 1945. At this port more of our cargo wvas discharged.
On September 3, 1945, we sailed to Grawm. There we completed dischurging our
cargo from the South Pascific.
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On September 9, 1945, with orders to report to Cormander, Amphibious
Forces, U, S5, Pacific Fleet, GROUP THREE, we got underway for Leyte, Fhili=
ppine Islands. September 12, 1945, arrived Leyte and joined Task Force 34,
Rear admiral R. L. COHOLLY in command. On September 15, 1945, we began
combat loading of supplies and equipment of 8lst Infantry Division IX
Arny Corps for landing at a4omori, Norhtern Honshu, Japan,

On September 18, 1945, we got underway from Leyte, in Task Group 34.3,
Cormodore .« 8. POPHAM, in Tactical Command, for isomori, erriving in Transport
Area on the morning of September 25, 1946, Occupation of Aomori was carried
out without incident. .orking arouwud the clock, we completed unloading our
cargo on Septerber 26, 1945, and cwnited further orders. All hands were given
an opportuiity to go nshors on sightseeing parties while at Lomori.

On September 30, 1945, uncerway from Aomori, Japan, ror Leyte, in Task
Unit 34.,3.17. lihile enroute we recsived orders to proceed to Tokyo Bay
to avoid a typhoon raging uleng our course, O(n October 3, 1945, our
destination wms changed to lianila,

Tcdey, October 8, 1945, the first anniversary of the !/.S.S. SOUTHAPTON
finds hor steeming from To'yo Bay earoute lianila, It Las been o year of
constent travel and activity, a year wiich included two major amphibious
operations and a rcle in the oceupatisn of' Jupan,

It is & pleusant focling to heve come through the war as wo did, and to

now that the manmner in which the SOUTHANPTOM exucuted her assignmonts was
at all times in keeping with the hizhest traditions and standards of the

United States Havy,
7
{Jn v. C ’OKE,

Ltl co’;’idr-. D!J.’ US]!R
Commanding Officer,
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