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San Francisco, Cal,
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¢ U.S.5. STOKES (AKA 68) PF,NQ 42 ¢

AKAG8/A12-1/(hJ1) - .m

CONFIDENTI AL
30 November 1944

From: Commanding Officer
To @ (1) Cominch, United States Fleet

(2) CominchPac [

References (a) Pacific Fleet CL-2-4k

In accordance with reference (a) the War Diary for Novemver, 1944 is
submitted herewith,

Attached - Fifth Fleet Amphibious Force 53 Attack Force

TransEon 15
TransDiv 45

4 November 1944
Zone Time # 4

Port Duty Watech

At 1602 U,5,8, STOKES (AEA 68) was put in commission this date, orders
read and acceptance of command by Lt, Comdr,, G.W., GRABER, USNR, Commanding
Officer, with Captain G.E, BAKER, USN, officiating at ceremonies. Watch
was set, MNoored port side to Pler 321, Berth 43 Navy Yard, Charleston,
§.C, At 1801 underway assisted by tugs. 1839 moored starboard side to
Pier "A" Navy Yard, Charleston, S.C.

5 November 1944
Zone Time § U4

Port Duty Watch
Moored as the day before, Took on board ammunition allowance,

6 Novembder 1944
Zone Time 4 4
Port Duty Watch
loored as the day before. At 0835 underway from Navy Yard, Charleston
proceeding to Clyde Hallory Dock to take aboard ship's allowance of
supplies and stores, 1004 moored starboard side to Clyde Mallory Dock,

Charleston, 5.C,,

7 lovember 1944
Zone Time # U
Port Duty Watch
lloored as the day bdefore, Taking aboard ships stores and supplies,




. U.S.S, STCRES (AKA 68)
AKA68/A12-1/(hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

8 November 1944
Zone Time # 4
Port Duty Watch
Moored as the day before, taking aboard ships stores and supplies.
1300 exercised crew at abandon ship stations, 1305 secured from sbandon
ship stations,

9 November 1944

Zone Time # 4

Port Duty Watch

Moored as the day before. At 0944 underway on various courses and
speeds for Deperming Station Navy Yard, Charleston, S,C., 1047 moored port
side to Deperming Station Dock, Navy Yard, Charleston, S.C. At 1645
exercised crew at general quarters stations, 1710 secured from general
quarters,

10 November 1944

Zone Time 4 4

Port Duty VWatch

Moored as the day before, At 0817 underway to make runs on
Degaussing Range and to swing ship and compensate magnetic compas:es,
At 1131 completed degaussing anl swinging ship, proceeding toward channel
entrance on various courses and speeds, 1158 set steaming watch condition
#3. At 1311 went to general quarters aud set material condition ABLE and
condition of readiness 1, Commenced meking speed runs, turning circles,
and test firing all guns, 398 rounds of 20MM expended and 9% rounds of
4OMM and 4 rounds of 5" 38 expended. 1532 secured from general quarters
Set material condition BAKER and conddtion or readiness III, At 1601
exercised crew at fire drill, Proceeding through channel on various courses
and speeds, At 1800 moored port side to U.8.9. TATE AKA 70,

11 November 1944
Zone Time ¢4 &
FPort Duty Watch
Noored as the day bdefore, No remarks,

12 November 154k
Zone Time 4 4
Port Duty Watch
Moored as the day before, At 1403 shifting berths dy aid of tugs
to Dock 317 = Berth F-5, 1450 moored port side to Dock 317 = Berth F-5,
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U.S.S. STOKMS (aia W)
AKAG8/AL2-1/ (hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

13 November 1944
Zone Time 4 4
Port Duty Watch
Moored as the day before. Nu remsits.

14 Novembder 1944
Zone Time # 4
Port Duty Watch
Moored as the day before. A% UM} waderway wn Pariens smsses ol
speeds to shift to pler J17E Berth M), Mevy Derd, Saarissten, 4.5 M
0808 moored port side to U.S.5. EATE i 70, Mar NTE Derta B, vy
Yard, Charleston, 5.C,

15 November 1944

Zone Tine # 4

Port Duty Watch

Moored as the day before. At 0832 underway proceeding to sea on
various courses and speeds to conform to chamnel, 1057 took departure
on buoy RAC abeam to port, distance 50 yards, BSet base course 005° 1
full speed 16,6 knots, 1105 set material condition BAKER and condition of
readiness 111 enroute to Norfolk, Va., 2158 sighted Cape Lookout Lignt
bearing 030° T,
Positions: 1200 32°45' Ny 79° 21' W

2000 33° %'y 1M°05' ¥

16 November 1944
Zone Time ‘ L
Condition 111 Watches
Steaning as the day before, At 1155 channel duoy "S6" abeam to port
distance 500 yards, Steaming on various courses and speeds conforming to
swept channel, 1644 anchored in 12 fathoms of vater with 60 fathous of
chain to port anchor in rohonco #4 Empton Rhodes, Va.
Positions: 0800 36 10'y TWO L y
1200 36°55' W 750 12' ¥
2000 369 58' N 76° 20' ¥

17 November 1944
Zone Time 4 4
Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before. At 0830 held general drills, 0940
secured from general irills, At 1450 underway on various courses and
speeds proceeding to pler #, 1,0.3,, Norfolk, Va, 1533 moored port alde
to berth 32, pler H, ¥,0,3,, Norfolk, Va,
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U.S,5, STOKES (AKA 68)
AKA68/A12-1/ (hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

18 November 1944
Zone Time # 4
Port "‘Duty Watch
Noored as the day defore, At 715 undervay o/, "rs sees ¥ Hempton
speeds to Area H, Eampton Ehodes, Va. 0743 anchompon y1rEp, Newton Park
Rhodes, Va. Received complement of landing craft “ p .
Virginla,
19 November 1944
Zone Time # 4
Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before, At 0842 underway !
degaussing range. Steaming on variocus courses and/
channels in the Cheasapeak Bay Are:, 1b56 anchored’
off Cape Charles City, Va.

jo swing ship and run
peeds to conform to
in 40 feet of water

20 Novemper 1944
Zone Time 4 4
Port Duty Watch o
Anchored as the day before. At 0616 undervay ¢ SOUr®e 330 {:ﬂﬁ;ﬁ"“‘
to Cove Point, Maryland to undergo shakedown tests "b?’oint Linﬁthouu
craft. 1540 anchored in 50 feet of wvater with Cove! &
bearing 325° T,

21 November 19L
Zone Time 4 L
Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before, At 0830 set condd wﬁmn‘:::.m"&'::d
shakedown tests on handling of ships landing craft, |
and hoisted in all boats, 1455 secured conddtion Il

22 Novembder 194l
Zone Time ¢ 4
Port Duty Watches,
Anchored as the day bLefore, At 0807 set condit
scheduled amphibious boat training operation, 1752 u
amphibious boat training, 1759 secured from conditio/

yo IA. 0810 counenced
mpleted scheduled
1A,

23 November 19Lk
Zone Time # 4
Port Duty Vatches
Anchored as the day before, 0827 set condition ;'tP ﬁtmﬁhd
scheduled amphibious bdo.t training operations, 1630 it'™P
amphibious training operations.




U,S.5, STOKES (AKA 68)

AKA68/A12-1/(hJ1)
CONFIDENTIAL

24 November 194l
Zone Time # 4

Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before, At 0558 underway proceeding to firing

area Northern "C", during this training schedule made tracking runs on
Battle Rafts, and towed sleeves, Runs made were both dry and firing runs,
1603 completed firing operation and proceeded on various courses and speeds
to anchorsge off Cove Point, Maryland. Days operations were very

satisfactory,

25 Novemver 1944
Zone Time # 4

Port Duty Watch

Anchored as the iay before, At 0805 underway proceeding to area
Southern "B' for firing practice, Steaning on various courses and speeds
to conform to channel., 1230 commenced target firing practice at towed
sleoves, 1410 ceased target firing practice, Todays operation proved
very satisfactory and above yesterdays results. Returned to anchorage off
Cove Point light, on various courses and speeds, At 1736 anchored in 8
fathoms of water, with Cove Foint Light, Maryland bearing 332° T,

26 November 1944
Zone Time 4 4

Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before, At 1302 underway on various courses and

specds, At 1356 test streamed paravanes, results satisfactory., 1429
retrieved paravanes, Returned to lower Cheasapeake Area and anchored in
8 fathoms of water at 1749 off Annapolis, Maryland preparatory to making
neasured mile runs tomorrow,

2] November 1944
Zone Time 4 4

Port Duty Watch

Anchored as the day before., At 0935 underway from anchorage on
various courses and speeds, proceeding to measured mile range, 0954
buoy "20C" Northern measured mile range abeam to port, Commenced
measursd mile range runs, 1704 completed measured mile runs and continued
scheduled shacedown tests, At 1750 anchored off Kent Island, Annapolis,

Maryland,
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28 November 1944
Zone Time # k4

Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before, At 0854 underway from anchorage on

various courses and speeds to conform with channels. A% 1803 anchored
off Cap Charles Oity, Virginia in fifty (50) faet of water,

U.S.S. STOKES (AKA 68)

29 November 1944
Zone Time ¢ 4

Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before, At 1012 underway on various courses and

speeds to rendevous with U,$.8, CARTER (DE 112) to carry out scheduled
fueling underway training., 1122 commenced fueling underway operations,

At 1137 secured from fueling underway operation, results of operation were
excellent and ran very smoothly, With shakedown schedule completed and
all scheduled tests and operations carried out satisfactorily, we returnmed
to Hampton Rhodes, Va, and anchored in berth 6 at 17006,

30 Novemver 1944
Zone Time 4 4

Port Duty Watch

Anchored «s the day before, Underway at 1318 maneuvering on various

courses and speeds to conform with channel proceeding to Norfolk Navy
Yard, Fortsmouth, Va. for scheduled shakedown availability, At 1520
moored port side to Dock #8, Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Va,




U.5.S. STOKES (AXA b8) ‘G- NO %3 f

AKAGE[A12-1/ (hJ1) —
CONFIDENTIAL 2 7/
31 December 1944

. ?miﬁh‘,”éiﬁfa States Fleet

(2) CominchPac,
Reference: (a) Pacific Fleet (L-2-Uk,

In accordance with reference (a) the War Diary for December, 1944 is
submitted herewith.

Attached - Fifth Fleet Auphibious Force 53 Attack Force
TransRon 15
TrensDiv 45

1 = 4 December 1944
Zone Time # 4
Port Duty Watch.
Moored in drydock 8, Norfolk Navy Yard, portsmouth, Va., undergoing
repairs and alterations as per scheduled by Shakedown Schedule,

5 December 1944
Zone Time ¢ 4
Port Duty Watch
Hoored as the day before. At 1602 underway on verious courses wnd
speeds to conform with channel, proceeding from Norfolk lavy Yard to Berth
13;, Pler #4, NUB, Norfolk, Va. At 1650 moored starboard side to Berth il
Pler i, ¥,0,B, Norfolk, Va, At 1940 commenced loading cargo.

6 = 9 December 1944
Zone Time ¢ 4
Port Duty Watech,
Moored as the day before and continued loading cargo, No remarks

10 December 154k

Zone Time 4 4

Port Duty Watch

Noored as the day bdefore, and continued loading cargoe, At 0300 finished
loading cargo., At 1100 a draft of 130 men reported aboard for transportation
and further tranefer in accordance with sealed orders and BuPers dispatch
$#281238 of lNovember 1944, Underway at 1223 from Pler 4, Berth 41, 1OB,
Norfolk, Va. to anchorage berth $#6, Hampton Rhodes, Va, Anchored at 1348
in berth y6, Haupton Rhodes, Va, At 1820 7 officers reported udoard in
accordance with BuPers orders 315121M-b for transportation,



U.5.S. STOKZS (AKA 68)

AKAbE/A12-1/ (hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

11 December 194k4
Zone Time # 4

Port Duty Watch,
Anchored as the day before, Underway at 1900 steaming on various

courses and speeds to conform with swept sea channel in company with
U.5.5, SUFFOLK (AXAbY) and U,S,.S, TORRANCE (AKATb). At 1746 took departure
from buoy "XS" and set course 133° T, Speed 15 knots, Steaming in column
formation with U,5,8, SUFFOLK (AKA69) as guide, Steaning without surface

or air escort,

12 December 1944
Zone Time ‘ Y
11,

Oonditien ;
Steaming «s the day before, Steaming in heavy weather force 10 winds,

1 sea, 5=b and swell 5«0, Bxperienced difficulty keeping head of ship into
the sea, Maintaining a constant 30° starboard rudder angle throughout
the storm, At 0018, LOVP #12 and LCK (3) #2 carried away gripes and were
lost over the port side damag.ng booms and deck gear as they went over.
Gear wvas damaged beyond safe useage. 1423 #6 port five-ton boom on #2
hatch, was carried uway by a heavy sea., Lost sight of U.5,5, SUFFOLK

and U,5,.5, TORRANCE,
Positions: 1200 W% 1wt ¥ 73' 4 W
2000 3% 33w 74° o9t ¥

13 December 1944
Zone time 4 4
Condition 111
Steaning as the day before. Sea and wind guieting down., At 2215
increased speed to standard 13,7 knots
Positions: 0800 33° 30' N 730 hg' ¥
1200 3°10'y 72045 ¥
2000 305'yx %39V

14 December 1544
Zone Time ¢ b
Condition III
Steaming as the day before, Increased speed at 0750 to full speed
16.8 knots.
Positions: 0800 30° 53' N 70° 53 W
1200 309 00' ¥ 09° 57' W
2000 28" 12'N  o8% ' W



U.5.5. STOKES (AKA 68)
AEKAb8/A12-1/(njl1)
CONFIDENTIAL

15 December 1944
Zone Time 4 4
Condition III
Steaning as the day before. Ko remarks,
Positions: 0800 25° 00' ¥ 68° 15' W
1200 23° 50! ¥ 08° o7' W
2000 2A° 'y b8° 05' W

16 December 1944
Zone Time # 4
Condition III
Steaming as the day before, At 0845 sighted Cape Egamo Lighthouse
bearing 273° T distance 12 miles. At 1034 Mona Islands abes to port,
distance 9.5 miles. 2Zig Mﬁxbmeomu to plan #56, Sighted and
Positionss 0800 189 %l N 8% 00' ¥
1200 179 4g' § b8° 12! ¥
2000 16%09'¥ 9% a1 w

17 Decemver 1944
Zone Time ¢ 4
Condition III
Steaning as the day before, Commenced gig zegzing according to plan
yo, U.S.F, 104,
Position: 0800 13° 52' § 70° 57 W
1200 13° 5' ¥ T1° 27" w
2000 12°27' N 72° 12' ¥

18 December 1944
Zone Time 4 U
Condition II11
Steaning as the day before, Yo r 5
Posi tions: 0800 11° 321 ¥ 76° 02! ¥
1200 11° 08' ¥ 77° 10" ¥
2000 10%°31'y 180220 W

19 December L9kk
Zone Time § Y
Condition 1I1 '
Steaning as the day bdefore, At OM20 sighted Isle De Grande Light

bearing 208° 7, ddstance 20 miles. At OblW5 Isle de Orande light abean to
port. At 0830 entered Panama swept channel maneuvering on various courses
and speeds, At 1007 moored starboard side to Pler 9B, Mansanella Island,
Cristobal, Panama, Arrangementis male to make necessary repaire and replace
gear lampged or lost to the stomm of 11 December and 12 December, Retarded

ships clocks one hour to # 5 gone time,

«3e




U.5.5, STOKES (AKA 68)

AKAbE/A12-1/ (hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

20 December 1944
Zone Time ¢ 5
Port Duty Watches
Moored as the day before. Workmen making repair to damaged booms

and replacing boom lost over the side. 1335 underway and proceeding on
various courses and speeds to coaling pler, berth 16C, At 1425 moored
starboard side to South Vest side of Berth 16-C, Cristobal, C.A.

21l December 1944
Zone Time 4 5
Port Duty Vatches
loored as the day before, Underway at 1512 on various courses and
speeds to Panama Canal Entrance, At 1033 making entry tarough Gatum Locks,
and Panama Cenal, 2205 completed transit through the Panama Canal, 2320
Set Material Condition Baker and condition of readiness II. 2325 tock

departure from Tabaguilla Light abeam to starboard 11.5 miles,

22 Decemoer 1944
Zone T-me § 5
Condition 11
Steaning as the day bdefore, No remarks,
Posi tionsi 0800 O7° 02'y 80° 10' ¥
1200 06° 50' ¥ 81° 05! W
2000 06° 50'm &3° 00! W

23 Decembder 1944
Zone Time ¢ 5

Condition II
Steaning as the lay Yefore, At 1000 excercised at general drills,

1025 secured from general drills, 2200 retarded ship's clocks one hour to
# 6 zone time,
Positions: 0800 06° 50' N 85° 51' ¥

1200 07° 08' ¥ 86° 08' ¥

2000 O07° u9' w 88° ho' ¥

2k December 1944
Zone Time 4 b
Condition 11
Steaning as the day before, 1300 held general drills, 1330 secured
from generaldrills,
Posi tionss 0800 08° 55' ¥ 92° o5 ¥
1200 09° 15'w  93° 12' w
2000 10°02'% 95° a1 ¥

ode
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U.S.5, STOKES (AKA 68)

AEAG8/A12-1/ (hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL
25 December 1944
Zone Time £ 6
Condition II
Steaning as the day before,
Positions: 0800 10° 56' ¥
200 11°15' ¥

2000 11°55' ¥

26 December 1944
Zone Time 4 6
Condition II
Steaning as the day before.
to 4 7 sone time,
Positions! 0800 12° 46' ¥
1200 13° 06' ¥
2000 13° 45t §

27 December 1944
Zone Time ¢ 7
Condi tion 1I
Steaning as the day before.
from general drills,
Positions: 0800 14° 45t y
1200 WO5% y
2000 15° 23' ¥

28 December 1944
Zone Time § 7
Condition I1
Steaming as the day before,

At 1000 retarded ships clocks one hour
104° 360 W

105° 53' ¥
107° 51" ¥

1300 held general drills, 1337 secured
°

oa' W
111° 54t ¥
113° 59" W

Held general drills at 1300, and secured

fron same at 13206, At 1900 retarded ships clocks one hour to conform to

# 8 zone time,

Positionst 0600 16° 08! ¥
1200 16° 33' ¥
2000 16° L2' y
29 December 194k
Zone Time § &
Condition II
Steaning as the w‘bdoro.
Positionst 0800 17° k5' ¥
' 1200 17%9s2' ¥
20001¢ 18° 06' ¥

17° 05' ¥
118° 11t w
120° 10" ¥

o remarks.
123' 510 ¥
1240 571 ¥
127° ha' w



U.5.5, STOKES (AKA 66)
AKABE/a12-1/(hj1)

CONFIDENTIAL

30 December 1944
Zone Time 4 8
Condition II

Steaning as the day before, Held general drills aifto0; ASecured Trem
same at 1328, 1900 retarded ships clocks one Lour to # ! 2OR® “4Re
Positions: 0800 18° 58' N 130° 25' ¥

1200 1% o7'w 13° §3~ v
2000 15°o7'® 13° 05' W

31 December 194k
Zone Time £ 9
Condition 11
Steaming as the day before, No remarks,
Positions: 0800 19°53' w 137°21' W
1200 20° 02' ¥ 1&" 02! W
2000 20° 18' W 140° 30' W
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CONF IDENTIAL
1 March 1945
From: Commanding Officer
To : (1) Cominch, United States Fleet

(2) CominchPac

Subject: Var Diary
Reference: () Pacific Fleet CL-2-LL

1, In accordance with reference (a) the War Diary for January is submitted
herewith,

Attached - FIFTH Fleet! Amphibious Force Attack Force 53,
TransRon 15
TransDiv U5

1 January 1945

Zone time - 9
Underway enroute from NOB, Norfolk, Va, to Pearl Harbor, operating eingly
without surface or air escort, in obedience to orders to discharge load of
general cargo at Pearl Harbor, 2100 retarded ship's clocks # hour to conform
with = 9% zone time,
Positions: 0900 20063' F 1410t w
1200  20041' ¥ 1L5°23' W
2000 200530 W 147037' W

2 January 1945
Zone time = 9%
Steaming as the day before, No comments,
Positione: 0800  21°03' N 151°02¢
1200 21°02' ¥ 152007¢
2000 21011' ¥  15u°15¢

= = =

3 January 1945
Steaming as the day before, Makapu Light, Iwland of Oahu abeam to starboard,
distance € miles, At 1209 Diamond Head Light abeam to starboard, distance
2,5 miles, At 1324 entered Pearl Harbor swept channel, At 1436 moored star-
board side to Pier King 3.
Positions: 0800 21%2' ¥ 157°0ut W
1200 21°15' ¥ 157%0' W

4 January 1945
Transferred draft of 100 passengers in accordance with BuPers dispatch

2181238 of November 19ilL verbal orders of ComSerlant,

5 Jamuary 1945 to 11 Jamuary 1945
Discharging cargo at Pler King 3, Pearl Harbor,

112656




. U.8.8, STOKES (AKA 68) .
AKA68/A12-1/(nj1)
CONFIDENTI AL

12 January 195
Trangferred by order of ComhibPac dispatch $#120151 from TransRon -15.

TraneDiv 45 for temporary duty with TransDiv Ug TransRon 16, Underway at
1522 on various courses and speeds to conform with Pearl Harbor swept
channel, enroute from Pearl Harbor to Hilo Bay, Hawaii, At 1648 took
departure from seaward end of channel and set course 105°T. and pge. Steam-
ing with PC U87 as emcort vessel,
Positions! 2000 21°21' ¥ 157°57' W

13 Jenuary 1945
Steaning as the day before., At 1120 FC U&7 secured from screening op-
erations. At 1137 entered Hilo Bay swept channel. At 125U moored starboara
side to North end of Pier #1 Hilo Bay, Hawaii, Preparing all hatches for
loading. At l?h5 began combat unit loading all hatches for gecret Amphibian
Operation,

14 - 17 January 1945
Continued combat unit loading, At 1530 comnleted combat unit loading.
Embarked 143 officers and enlisted men as passengers.

1% January 1945
Underway at 0801 to shift berth from north end of Pier #1 to anchorage

in Hilo Bay, At 0852 anchored in & fathom of water with U5 fathom of chain
to starboard anchor. At 1635 underway once more from Hilo Bey enroute to
Honolulu Harbor, Honolulu. At 1641 took departure on lighted on lighted
buoy 1BR and set course in compagy with USS CREW (DD 10&) as surface escort.

19 January 1945
Steeming as the day before. At 0756 Diemond Head Light abeam to star-
board, distance U miles, At 0802 steaming independently., U.S.S. CREW
(DD 108) detached from escort duty. At 08L5 entered Honolulu gwept channel
At 0921 moored port side to Pier #20 Honolulu Harbor,

20 January 1945
Moored as the day before., At 1030 draft of 18 men and 11 war dogs
reported on board for transportation, destination unknown.

21 January 1945
Moored as the day before., At 0957 underway ‘rom Pier #20 Honolulu
Harbor, Honolulu, enroute to Pearl Harbor, At 1055 entered Pearl Harbor
swept channel. At 12733 moored port side to starboard side merchant ship,
SS SEA RUMNER in berth "X'" 3 at Pearl Harbor,

-2”
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U.S.8. STOKES (AKA 68)
AKAG8/A12-1/(hJ1)
CONFIDENTIAL -

22 - 26 January 1945
Moored as before. At 1435 maneuvered on various courses and speeds from
Berth ")"3 Pearl Harbor, enroute to Pier #7 Yonolulu Harbor, Honolulu.
At 1910 in pursuant to ordere, reference CG §th Marine Divieion field
message date 24 January 1915,

27 January 1945

Moored as the day before., Underway in accordance with orders in
column astern of U,S.S. DICKENS (APA161) in sectional Transport Division Yo
Ship on condition II. At 1627 exercised at General Quarters, At 1705
commenced firing exercises 2t towed sleeve, 1509 secured from firing ex-
ercises and General Quarters. 1700 retarded all clocke one hour to conform
to gone - 107 time,
Positions: 1200 21°13' ¥ 157%56'u5" W

2000 20°20° ¥ 159°25' W

28 January 1945
Zone Time - 10%
Ship on condition II
0555 held General Quarters. 0710 secured from General Quarters.
Conducted exercises in accordance with instructions.
Positions: 0800 29063' ¥ 162°%6' W
1200 19%ko' ¥ 162%14 v
2000 19935' ¥  163051' W

29 January 1945
Zone Time - 103
0610 General Quarters, 0725 secured from General Quarters. Conductew
exercise in accordance with instruction. 1930 retarded clocks + hour to
conform with Zone - 11 time,
Fositions: 0800 19928' ¥ 166°15' W
1200 19%19' ¥ 167%6' W
2000 19%g2' ¥  168°39' ¥

30 January 1945
Zone Time - 11
Ship on condition II
0559 General Quarters. 0702 secured from General Quarters. Conducteu
exercise in sccordance with instruction. Drone firing. Shot down one
drone nlane, Expended 75 rounds of 4OMM's and 154 rounds of 20MM's during
firing exerciee; no casualties,
Positions: 0800 18°%' N  171°28' W
1200 18928' ¥ 172923 W
2000 18°%M4' ¥ 174%8" W

-3 -
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CONFIDENTIAL

31 January 19U5
Zone Time - 113

Ship on @Gondition II

0550 General Quarters.

0700 secured

exercise in accordance with instructions.

Pogitions: 0800 17°36' X
1200 17°15' N
2000 16°49' W

176513" 3
177037
179719"

. 7.8.5., STOKES (ARAGS) .

from General Quarters.

W
W
W

fonducteu
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USS STOKES (AKAGS)
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AKA68/A12-1/(nj1)

CONFIDENTIAL

1 March 1945

From: Commanding Officer

To ¢ (1) Cominch, United States Fleet
(2) CominchPac

Reference: (a) Pacific Fleet CL-2.Lk

1. In accordance with reference (a) the War Diary for February is submitted
herewith,

Attached = FIFTH Fleet Amphibious Force Attack Force 53
53,1 Transport Group ABLE (Transron 16)
53,1,3 TraneDiv U8

2 Pebruary 1945 (Bast Longitude Date)
Zone time = 11%
Ship on condition II
0607 General Quarters, 0708 secured from general quarters, Conducted
exercise in accordance with instructions, 1800 retarded all ship's
clocke % hour to conform with zone = 12 time,
Positions: 0800 16912' N 178007 W
1200 15054 N 177014t W
2000 15932 N  175032' W

3 February 1945
Zone time - 12
Ship on condition II
0555 General Quarters, 0700 secured from general quarters, Conducted
exercise in accordance with instructions, 1838 general quarters, 1932
secured from generasl quarters,
Positions: 0800  1holg' ¥ 172°50' B
1200  14029' ¥ 171950 E
2000 14%03' ¥ 1700°16' E

-




. U.5.8, STOKES (AKAGE) .
AKA68 /A12-1/(hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

4 February 1945

Zone Time - 12

Ship on condition II

0615 General Quarters 0724 seoufed from General Quarters. 1227
chenged formation for drone firing dril’. Commenced drone firing ex-
ercise, 1438 completed drone firing exercige; no casualties. ZExpended
360 rounds of 4OMM's and 1536 rounds of 20MM'e. Regained formation.
1800 retarded ehip's clocks + hour to conform to zone -11% time.
1833 General Quarters. 1910 secured from General Quarters, Conducted ex-
ercise in accordance with instructions.

5 February 1945

Zone Time = 112

Ship on condition II

0601 held General Quarters. 0700 secured from General Quarters. At
0930 retarded ship's clocks + hour to conform with zone -11 time. At 0907
changed formation as instructed for entering Eniwetok Lagoon through Deep
Entrance. 1115 anchored in berth 399 in 21 fathoms of woeter with 75 fathom
of chein to starboard anchor,

6 February 1945
Zone Time - 11
At 1137 underway and standing by to refuel from tenker X117 in berth
#401. At 1750 completed refueling and got underway to anchorage #399.
1900 anchored in berth #399 in 21 fathoms of water with U5 fathoms of chain
to starboard anchor.
7 February 1945
Zone Time - 11
Anchored ©8 the day before in berth #399. At 1215 underway, pro-
ceedingfrom Eniwetok Lagoon. Cruising formation 3ALZ2 of Transport Group
AHLE movement plan. At 1515 commenced firing exertise at towed sleeve.
1637 comoleted firing exercise. 1527 rounds of 20MM, 824 rounds of LOMM!
ammunition expended; one ruptured cartridge.casualty occurred on #5-20MM
gun, 1817 Genersl Quarters, 1011 secured from General Quarters, Con-
ducted exerciege in accordance with instructions.
Positions! 2000 11°03' ¥  162°¢2' E

8 February 1945
Zone Time = 11

$hip on condition II
At 0538 General Quarters. 0636 secured from General Quarters, Con-
ducted exercise in cccordance with instructions, 1830 General Querters,
1923 eecured from General Quarters.
Positions: osoo 1% ¥ 159°42' B
110';’;; 1 58°u6' E
eooo 12010 ¥ 167°13' E

s P




. U.S.S. STOKES (AEA63) .

AKAGE [A12-1/(hj1)
CONFIDINTIAL

9 February 1945
Zone time - 11
Ship on condition II
At 0604 General Quarters, 0710 secured from General Quarters., Con-
ducted drills and exercise in asccordance with instructions. 1800 retarded
ship's clocks # hour to conform with zone =10} time., At 1833 General
Quarters., 1907 secured from General Quarters.
Positions: 0800 12053' ¥ 154041 E
1200 129%6' ¥ 153957' B
2000 13°18' ¥ 152014 2

10 February 1945
Zone time - 10%
Ship on condition II
At 0555 held General Quarters, 0640 secured from General Quarters.
Conducted drills and exercise in accordance with instructions. 0800 re-
tarded ghip's clocks # hour to conform with zone -10 time, 1812 held
General Quarters. 1853 secured from General Quarters.
Positions: 0800 13°47' ¥ 147 B
1200 13051;' ¥ 117t B
2000 1¥°15' ¥  1u7°46' B

11 February 1945

Zone time =10

Ship on condition II

At 0542 General Quarters. 0633 secured from General Quarters, 0817
proceeding to anchorage at Sainan., 1027 anchored in 17 fathoms of water,
68 fathoms of chain to starboard anchor (anchored on ghelf). 1934 under-
woy shifting anchorage., 2300 anchored in U8 fathoms of weter with 90
fathoms of chain to port anchor.

12 February 1945
Zone time -10
Ship on condition II
1600 prepared to get underway to proceed on assigned miseion (rehear-
al area off Tinian Island) in formation JAL2.
Fogitions: 2000 15°14' ¥ 1usO4o' E

13 February 1945
Zone time - 10

Ship on condition II

0532 arrived rehearsal area, 0540 held General Quarters. Set condi-
tion 1A, 0644 commenced boat lowering operations. All boats dispatched
on schedule in accordance with boat sllocation table. 1500 completed
reheargal all boats on board, 1657 proceeded to anchorage at Saipan Harbor
1906 anchored in berth M4 in 17 fathoms of water with 75 fathom of chain te
port anchor, Set condition II

..3-
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CONFIDENTIAL

14 February 1945
Zone time - 10
Anchored as previous day in Saipan Harbor. Ship set on condition II.
gun watches, 2147 warning flagh "Rlue", Went to General Quartere, smoke
boats and ship's smoke generators ladd mmoke screen. 2212 flagh SWhite"
all clear; no action, 2235 secured from General Quartere.

15 February 1945
Zone time - 10
Ship on condition II.
Anchored as previous dny. 1411 commenced smoke plan exercise. 1425
completed smoke exercises,

16 February 1945
Zone time - 10
Condition II gun watch
— At 1536 underway and rendevous in accordance to Sertie plan. 1705
in assigned position in accordance with formation plan 3AL2, enroute to
objective, 1821 General Quarters. 1912 secured from General Quarters.
Positions: 2000 15°19' W 145°%03 E

17 February 1945
Zone time - 10
Condition II
At 0552 General Quarters. 0646 secured from General Quarters.
1825 executed emergency turn. General Quarters., TBS receiver not in op~-
erating condition. 1619 resumed bzse course. TBS in operating condition
1927 secured from General Quarters,
Positions: 0800 16%15' ¥  14%u6' B
1200 16%57' ¥ 143%05' B
2000 18%T7' N  1l42%05' B

18 February 1945
Zone time - 10
Condi tion II
At 0601 held Genersl Quarters. 0705 secured from General Quarters.
Enroute to ebjective, 1829 General Quarters, 1908 secured from General Quarters,
Positions: 0800 20°19' ¥  1kpokly 3
1200 20°G1' ¥ 1L2015' E
2000 22031' ¥  141°13' B




. U.S.5. STOKES (AKA 68) L

AKA68 /A12-1/(hJ1)
CONFIDENTIAL

19 February 1945 D-Day
Zone time - 10

Condition II
At 0531 Ceneral Quarters., 063k secured from Generasl Quarters and set

condition 1A, Arrived transport srea Iwo Jima. 0638 commenced hoisting
out boats. 0900 H-Four all boate dispatched on schedule. At 1651 commenced
hoisting available boats sboard., Made preperations to retire from Transport
Aren, 1804 gecured from condition 1A and set condition II. Procesded to
sea in accordance with instruetions, disgiosition 3AL2. 1°13 0,T.C. reported
radar contact with enemy planes, want to Ceneral Quarters., 2105 secured
from Genersl Quarters. Planes contacted retired from area, Set condition Ii
Positions: 0800 24°35' W 1410310 E

1200 24°3g' § 141971 E

2000 24°71' W 1O E

20 February 1945, D-1
Zone time - 10 K

OGondition IT 3
At 0545 General Quarters., 0AM2 gecured and set condition 1A, 0725

comenced unloading boats to discharge cargo on inetructions. 1745 retired
from trengport area as by instructions from 0.7.C.
Foeitions: Transport Are® ARLE

21 February 1945, D-2
Zone time - 10

Condition II
At 0522 arrived transport Area AELE, Resumed discharging cargo as

directed. 1713 made preparations to repulse air attack., 171U General
Quartere. Enemy aireraft contact by redar reported. No action encountered.

2207 secured from General Quarters.
Fogitions: Traneport Area ABLE and retirement arez.

22 February 1945
Zone time - 10

Condition II
At 05°0 arrived transport area. 0651 set condition II. Continued

diecharging cargo as directed, 1505 went to Genersl Quarters. ZEnemy alr-
craft reported by radsr, 1549 enemy planes reported departed from erea, no
action encountered, At 17M% gecured from condition 1A and set condition II
and proceeded to retirement area in accordance with instructions.

- _ _ ™ 7
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AXAGE [AY12-1/(nj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

23 February 1945

Zone time - 10

Condition II

Enroute from retirement area to transport anchorage area. 1115 an-
chored in berth 20, in 22 fathom of water with 105 fathom of chain to sbar-
board anchor. Set condition 1A, continued disbharging carge throughout the
day. 1053 1053 thirty-one (31) casualties were received from the beach.

At 1910 received warning of contact by radar of approach of enemy planes.
1925 enemy plenes overhead, commenced firing, 1927 ceased firing. 1935
commenced firing. 1937 ceased firing. One enemy plane was sighted directly
overhead ddsavpearing into clouds. Ammunition expended: 98 rounds of LonM,
and 1176 rounds of 20MM.

At 2014 and during air attack a 20MM shell lended on the platform of
#4-LOMM gun, presumably a spent shell from = ship of our own force, cawsing
injury to four (4) members of #4-NOMM gun crew of this ship, Two of these
injuries were of a serdous nature. 2100 all clear. Secure from General
Quarters and set condition 1A.

Positions: Anchorage . herth #20. Iwo Jima

2l February 1945

Zone time - 10

Condition 1A

Anchored as the day before in transport anchorage berth #20., Continued
discharging carge. 1330 transferred one wounded shin's crew member injured
in 4OMM gun tub on the eveninz of 23 Feb, 10L5, to the U.S.N, Hogpital Ship
for treatment. At 1600 casualtiee wepe received from the beach and were
trangferred to U.S.N, Hospttal Ship. 2035 went to General Quarters: con-
dition flagh "Red" enemy plones contacted by radar (unknown station). 2225
enemy plenes retired from area (no action), Secured from General Quarters
and set condition 1A, Continued discharging eargo,

25 February 1945

Zone time - 10

Condition 1A

Anchored as the day before in berth #20 Transport Anchorage, Iwo Jima,
At 0720 made preparations to get underwey and proceeded to newly ascigned
anchorage berth #18A, At 0933 anchored in berth #1ZA in 40 fathoms of water
with 100 fathoms of chain to starboard anchor. Continued to discharge cargo
ghip on condition 1A,

26 February 1945

Zone time - 10

Condition 1A

Anchored in berth #18A as the day before continued to discharge cargo,
ehip on condition 1A, 1400 transferred one member of ship's crew to the
U.S, N, Hospital Ship, injured by 20MM shell exploding on LOMM gun platform
on the evening of 23 February 1945, 1800 buried at sea one Marine Pfc, and
one USY gea Bee, All necessary forms have been forwarded in accordance with
instructions.
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CONFIDENTIAL

27 February 1945
Zone time - 10
Condition 1A
Anchored as the day before in berth #12A. Ship on condition 1A, con-
tinued discharging cargo throughout the day, Recelived on board 33 casualties
from the beach for tre~tment,

28 February 1945

Zone time - 10

Condition 1A

Anchored as before in berth #12A, shinp on condition 1A, continued dis-
charging cargo throughout the day., Experienced some difficulty holding
LCOT's and LSH'e alongside the ship, due to a shortage of manila lime. All
casualties aboard were trensferred to US Navy Hospital Ship, "U.S.S.
SAMARITAI™ for treatment,
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CONFIDENTIAL

31 March 1945

From; Commanding Officer

To (1) Cominch, United Stetes Fleet
(2) CominchPac

Via Comnmender TrensDiv 48 - 53,1,3

References: (a) Pacific Fleet CL-2-4k

In accordance with reference (a) the VWar Diary for March, 1945 is
submitted herewlth.

Attached - Fifth Fleet Amphibious Force 53 Attack Force
53.1 Transport Group ABLE (TransRon 16)
53.1.3 TransDiv 48

1 March 15k

Anchored as the day before in berth #18A, Iwo Jima, anchorage aTea.
At 0238 air alert., Genersl Quarters, executed smoke plan, 0423 secured
from General Quarters, continued discharging cargo, throughout the day.
1540 15 casualties received on board for tramsportation to Seipan Hospital,
At 2100 completed discharging cargo, Set condition II. At 2106 anchor was
reported dragging, weighed anchor, Seeking new anchorage.

2 March 1545

Zone time - 10

Condition II

At 0050 anchored in 60 fathoms of water with 100 fathoms of chain in
the starboard anchor, At 0730 anchor reported dragging. Underwey proceeded
to AREA ZEBRA off Iwo Jima, and remeined underway in this area until 1800
at this time formed cruising disposition with 7¢ 51.29.4, Left Iwo Jima
area enroute to Saipan It;].smcl6 with the above Task Group. Total number of

boats lost during operation: © LCVP's and 4 LCM's, Total number of boats
trensferred: & LCVP's,

Positionst 2000 24° 430 Lsw §y 1410 18' 57" B

3 March 1945
Zone time = 10
Condition II
Task Group 51.29.4 proceeding to Salpan, General repairs being made
to rigging and remaining boats.
Positione: 0800 22° 4o' X 111° 21
1200 22° o4' N 141° 4o! B
2000 20° 43' ¥ 142° 27' E

131254
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AXAGB /A12-1 /(1)
CONFIDENTIAL
4 lMarch 19L5
Zone time - 10
Condition II
Steaming z2s the day before enroute to Sainan,
Focitions: 0800 18923' ¥  1kL3°%01!

1200 1703' ¥ 143°16' 2
2000 16°32' N 143%3 =

5 March 1945
Zone time - 10
Condition II1
At 0954 anchored in Seipan Harbor berth L-64 in 31 fathoms of water
with 75 fathome of chain to sterboard anchor. Task Unit 51.29.% dissolved
avaiting further orders, Requisioned 5" a nd &" manila line; none sveilsble
Recuisioned U500 bble. of Fuel Oil. lone obtained at the close of the day.

6 March 1945

Zone time - 10

Conditlon II zun watches

Anchored 2s the day before in berth L-64, At 1045 trensferred all
casualties to U.S. Naval Fospital at Saipan., At 1715 prepared to get under-
way., At 1805 anchor oweigh. 1876 engine room reported blown out gasket.
Anchored and secured engine for H5 minutes for repairs. 1901 engine room
reportad ready to get undervay, 19132 underway and proceeded with unit.
UsSeSe TOLLAND ag the C.0. towerds Cuadalcanal via routing inetructions,
Fuel oil as reguksted was not obtained from station tenker anchored in

harhor,
7 March 1915
Zone time - 10
Condition II
Enroute 28 the day before. 170 comments.
Positions: 08600 12°4§' ¥  1ukO35' T

1200 13%017' ¥ 144°35¢
2000 13704 ¥ 1440531 B

g March 1945
Zone time - 10
Condition II
Znroute as the day before, Yo comments.
Foeitions: 0800 12°53' ¥ 145004 ®
1200 12°h6' ¥ 145%06! =
2000 12°35' X 150°33'

-



. U.S.S. STOKES (AKA 68) .
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COIFIDINTIAL

9 March 1945
Zone time - 10
Condition II
At 0000 advanced ship's clocks one hour to conform with zone tinme - 11,
Znroute es the day before., 110 comments.
Positions: 0800 12%18' N  152°38' E
1200 12°11' ¥ 152°16' E
2000 12°Q6' i1 1R4%m1t ®

10 March 19%5
Zone time - 11
Condition II
Zaroute as the day before. At 1405 mnde emerpgency turn. Sound eontact

reported by U.S.S. GRADY, At 1430 resumed normal eruising disposition, No
action encountered.

Positions: 0800 11°51' ¥ 152%33' R
1200 12°11' ¥ 153°16' E
2000 12%6' ¥ 154%511 &

11 Mereh 10l5
Zone time - 11
Condition II
IZnroute ss the day befors. o comments,
Fogitions: 0800 11%5' ¥ 161%a!
1200 11909t ¥ 161°u4t §
2000  10%14 ¥ 1529321 B

L

E3|

12 Mareh 1915
Zone - 12
Condition II
At 0000 advanced clocks one hou;l§o conform to zone - 12 time,

Poeitions: 0800 08%2°' W 163°09! 3
1200 O7°17' 1 163935! 3
2000 ORONU! % 1610701 3
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COIFIDENTIAL

13 March 1945

Zone time = 12
Condition IL
Steaming =2z the day befors. At 1245 commenced general drills, 131k
gecured from general drills. _llo comments,
Positions? 0800 03°30' ¥ 164°03"
1200 02°57" ¥ 163%Y42!1
2000 01%21' N 163%291

S ]

14 March 1945

Zone time - 12
Condition Il
Steanins ac the day before. 1o comments,

Positions: 0200 00°53' S 162071! B
1200 01°40! s 1629361 2
2000 03°%05' s 162°20' 3

15 larch 1945

Zone time - 12
Condition II
Stecning as the day before. To comnents,

Fositions: 0800 05°17' S 162002 2
1200 020! § 162%001' =
2000 06955 § 161°351 B

16 March 1945

Zone time - 12

Condition 11

Steaning as the day before. At 0540 Ndei Islend sighted, becsing
057° ., distance 6.5 miles. 0615 Banioe Island sizhted bearing 326° 7,
distance 2°.5 miles. At 0616 Malaita Island sighted beering 1599 T,,
distance 14 mileg, At 0715 gighted Santa Ieabel Igland “esring :'70 i
distance U0 miles. At 1011 formed 190° reletive from guide U,S,S. TOLLAND,
Steaming through Irom Bottom Bay. At 1511 entered Gavutu Horbor channel,
1613 anchored at Gavutu Harbor, in herth #71 in 17 fathomg of water with 7
fathomg of chain to the strrboard anchor. At 1700 retarded ship's clocks
one (1) hour to conform with - 11 zone time, MTreonsferred domaged lending
craft end received replacements ant Gavutu Harbor Roat Pool, Set nort duty
watcheg,
Foeitiones 0800 03%24! § 160%251

1200 08°52! 8 17509551

-
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ArAG8[A12-1/(nj1)

CONFELENTIAL

17 March 1945

Zone time - 11

Port Duty Watches

Anchore’ os the dey before, 11X 15 under woy from berth #31, Gavutu
Zarvér enroute to Bepiritu Sentos. 1221 set condition IT, 16YA mecuned
position in formation, following the USS WHITZSIDE (AXA 90} with the
USS TCLLAYD as formation zuide and flagship.

Foeitions: 2400 09°06! 8 160°11! B
200 09°06! S 150°11! B
2000 3r°“r' S 161%50! =
16 March 1945
Zone time - 11
Condition II
Steamins as the day before. lo comments,.
Fositionat 0800 11%35¢ § 162920 =
1200 12°10' 5 15247 &
2000 139221 § 154904t =

19 Harch 1845

Zone tine - 11

Condition II

Steaming ne the dny before. At 1205 changed formation to 15 behind the
formation zuide. Hespiritu Santos Iglen ‘-si“‘*'”, entered Bougzanville Strait
At 1748 anchored in 35 fathoms of water with 100 fathoms of chain to the
gtarboard anchor in Pallilula Tar, Zspiritu Islend, Set port duty wetches.
Positions: 0800 15020' § 16616 =

20 March 1945

Zone tine - 11

Port Duty Watches

Anchored s the dany before
YO #1827 a;c.crﬂi in berth 52
=0t underway from refuel!
in berth =2, Pallilule
to gtarboard snchor.

(a3 4nlal

e, 0822 nnderwvay from berth 42U to nmove to
to refuel., At 1654 comnleted refuelinz end
in to newly assigned eanchored. 1305 anchored
in 17 fathome of wnter with 20 fathome of chain




AXABE [A12-1/(RJ1

QUFIDZNTIAL

21 March 1945
time = 11

Duty Wetche

A

aone
Port

U.S.5. STCKES (AKA 68)

a8

. . - N ] = = & -
Anchored as the day before. At 1745 underway from berth #29 wrocesding
3 1= A2 - F -t — 3 raem & ~e
to Army montoon doeck for londing, 1855 moored port aslde to Army nonfoen
doek, Ppllilwle Boy ond commenced lording cargo,
o Vapeh 10US
Zone time - 11
Port Duty Watches
loor=i e&s the day bafore, continuen loedins cergo.
- s ~Yor=
arch 194K
sone time - 11
Fort Duty Watches
ored pe the day béfore loading crrro,
) P 1Al
- { B8 ‘ , L
Zone time = 11
Fort Dutv Vetches
foored as the dey hefore loadine ecargo. At 0970 comuleted loading
corso, At 1220 underway from Aray pontoon dock and procecded to anchorsage
2 - - -~y g - 1 s ,- e A >
in berth #33, Fallikula Bay, 1237 anchored in berth #33 in 156 fathoms of
s opd 0 T P T f aliadn . " A e e A nl 1 - 3
ter with 75 fathoms of chain to starboard anchor. At 1940 fire renorted
in #4 tween hold., Sounded fire alarm. At 1650 fire extinsuished. Ccase
of fire unknown, moegible c-use contributed to 1ighted cimaretts drowoed
from me deck into o0ily razs larine on eases of "K' Ration. Mo damaze to
=hin or oorsc.
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CONFIDENTIAL

25 March 1945

Zone tins - 11

Port Dut; Watches

Enchored as the day before. At 0719 underwey proceeding from anchorage
through Diamond Passeze Swent Channel in column formation, with the
U.S.S. TALLAUSGA (APA 208) as colurn leader., At 0901 formed cruising
disposition 3 ALl, 0915 formed cruieing 2 wosition 3 AG. 0950 commenced
gumery exerciges, Tiringz at towed sle=ve, Ammunition expended: 11 rounds
§138: 342 rounds LOMM, and 347 rounds Z0MM, 1221 formed eruising disposition

3411,

Fositions:  0Z00 150281 § 167°16! B
1200 159011 § 16792R! 1
2000 11091 g 166921! 3

26 March 10Ug

Zone time = 11

Condition II

Steaminz as the day hefore. At 1259 held general drille. 1355
U.S.S. GRADY (DE UL5) reported sound contzct, fornmation made evasive
naneuvere, o enemy netion encountereds

Fositions: 0500 11%55' 8 1640481 3
1200 119151 s 16%181 3
2000 09%551 3 1630374 2

27 Merch 1545

Zone time - 11

Condition Il

Steaming as the day bLefore, At 2115, ezcort screen reported sound
contact., Formution made evasive maneuvers, 170 enemy artion encount:rad.

Poesitione: 0500 @802z 5 161950t 3
1270 07956" § 161°10 =

2000 07%03! § 159°531 3




. U.S.8, STOKES (A¥A 55)

AXAG: [A12-1/(hJj1)

- 480

OrOTOTTY,
CUNFIDL

28 March 1945
Zone time - 11
sondition IX
teaming &g the day before, At 1300 held gzeneral drills, 13219
gecured fro neral drills.
Fositiona: 0300 05%3" § 15803281 2
e ~ 101 pe v '
1200 olougr g 157°32" 3
2000 03027' § 156%280 &
- . \
| VY] O Us
ey ¢l 1.)"1.')
Zons tine - 11
Condition II
Stenuming as the day before., At 105l escort ie sound contzct.
Formation made oveosive maneuvers, o enemy action encountered.
Positionst 020 019531 § 154038 2
s Pyt .
1200 01728t s 154007 B
2000 Q%58 § 1520Lu% &
30 lare 1f.f'!r'?
Zone tizme - 11
Conditien II
. - e . ~ - =y a1 - o A
Steaning ns the doy before. At 027 U.8.8, RALL (DE 2 i) made sound
contuet formation made evmneive maneuvers. fo enemy action encountered,
At 1245 ha) eneral drills, 4t 1707 gecared from zenerzl drille.
FPositions: NEO0 00%29! § 150°30' =
1200 009301 § 1405t 3
2000 9oLl B 11Cre )
31 lerch 19l5s
Zone time - 11
Condition II
Steanl 28 the day before, At 1080 fetarded cloolss hour to conform
o = 10 zone time,
Pogitions: 0300 01035' X 147010 B
200 01955 ¥ 145°321 3
2000 029381 | 1LR015 B
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CONFIDENTIAL

30 April 1345

Fromi Commanding Officer.
To @ (1) Cominch, United States Fleet.
(2) CominchPac,

Via @ Commander Transport Division 48 - 53,1,3
BReferences: (a) Pacific Fleet CL-2-L4,

In accordance with reference (a) the War Diary for April, 1945 is
submitted herewlth.

Attached - Fifth Fleet Amphibious Force
51,3 Expeditionary Reserve Force Afloat.
51.3.1 TransBon 16

1 April 1945
Zone Time - 10%
Condition II
Steaming as the day before. No r 8.
Positions: 0800 03°50' N 143°12' 3
1200 O4°%14' N 142936 3
2000 05°09' N 141950 3

2 April 1945
Zone Time - 10%
Condition II
Steaming as the day before. No remarks,
Positions: 0800 06°50' N 14047 3
1200 06°49' N 140°47' E
2000 O7°45' ¥ 140°12' 3

3 April 1545

Zone Time - 10%

Condition II

Steaming as the day before. At 1042 entering Ulithi Atoll Channel,
steaming on various courses and speeds. 1130 retarded clocks one half hour
to conform to zone time - 10, 1141 Anchored in Berth "N" at Ulithi Atoll
Northern Anchorage Area.
Positions: 0800 09°%24' N 139%0' =



. U.S.5. STOKES (AKA 68) .
AKA68/A12-1/(hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

4 April 194
Zone Time - 10
Condition II
Anchored as the day before, At 0924 underway from anchorage at
Ulithl Atoll enroute toc destination in accordance with sortie plan formed
cruising disposition J-AL-l. At 2317 made evasive maneuvers, later
contact was reported as a floating barge.
Positions: 0800 10%02' X 139%42' E
1200 10°05' ¥ " 139953' E
2000

5 April 1945
Zone Time - 10
Condition 11
Steaming as the day before. 0542 held general quarters, 0656 secured
from general quarters. At 2050 DE ﬁh5 sighted floating object, made evasive
maneuvers, lio enemy action,
Positions: 0800 1?33' N 1379%3" E
1200 14%00' X 137%26' B
2000 15°10' W 136925 &

b April 1945
Zone Time - 10

Condition I1I
Steaming as the day before. 0552 held gemeral quarters. 0658 secured
from general quarters, Held general cuarters at 1923, At 2023 secured
from geg:ral quarters. 2030 retarded ship's clocks one-half hour to zone
time - e
Positions: 0800 16%50' W 135%12' E
1200 17%6' N 132‘%1 E
2000 18%°00' N 134%09!' E

7 April 1945
Zone Time - 9%

Condition II
Steaming as the day before, 0532 held general quarters. At 0633
secured from general cuarters. At 1301 held general drills, 1324
U.5.5. RALL (DE 304) reported contact, executed evasive maneuvers, no
enemy action encountered, 1410 secured from general drills, Held general
quarters at 1859, At 1959 secured from general quarters,
Positione: 0800 20°11' ¥ 133°%¢' &
1200 20°3' ¥ 132°39' §
2000 21°18' X 131%0' &




. U.S.5. STOKES (AKA 68) .
AKAbS/AL2-1f (hJ1)
CONFIDENTIAL '

8 April 1545
Zone Time - 9%
Condition II
Steaming as the day before. 0538 held gemeral quarters, 00638 secured
from general quarters. At 1300 held general drills, Secured from general
drills at 1339. 2030 retarded ship's clocks one-half hour to conform to
zone time - 9,
Positions: 0800 22°47' N 130°39' E
1200 23%12' N 130013' E
2000 24%24' W 129°19' B

9 April 1945

Zone Time - 9§

Condition 11

Steaning as the day before. 0512 held general quarters, O00LlE secured
from generel quarters. 0858 set special sea details, Maneuvering on
various courses and speeds following the movements of the division
commender to our assigned anchorage off Hugushi Beach, Okinawa Shima.
0905 set condition IA. 0909 anchored in 31 fathoms of water with S0 fathoms
of chain to the starboard anchor, 1153 unloasded all LCVP's, At 1555
comuenced discharging cargo.
Positions: 0800 26°14' N 127°30' =

10 - 15 April 1945
Zone Time - §
Condition IA.
Anchored as the day before, discharging cargo and troops as needed,
During this period on many occasions enemy planes appeared in this area,
This ship however, did not encounter any action,

1b April 1945
Zone Time - §
Condition IA
Anchored as the day before, discharging cargo. At 1055 reported ship
completely unloaded. At 1844 Flash Red, Control Green, Went to general
cquarters, 1950 Flash White, Control Green, Set condition II.




U.S,S. STOK:S (AKA 68)
AKAbE [A12-1/(hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

17 - 18 April 1945
Zone Time - 9
Condition II1
Anchored as the day before, Completely discharged awaiting orders to
depart from area. ZInemy planes appeared in the area during this period,
Jhis ship did not encounter any action,

19 April 194

Zone Time = §

Condition II

Anchored as the day before. At 0833 underway in company with merchant
ship convoy. $.S, SEARUNNER as guide. 124 formed cruising disposition
4. At 1902 executed 45° emergency turn to starboard upon sighting mine.
1930 executed L5© emergency turn to port to dase course.
Positions: 1200 26%05' N 127%27' =

2000 24°40' N 125°30' B

20 April 1945
Zone Time - §
Condition Il
Steaming as the day before. No remerks,

Positions: 0800 az°37' 13.o°2s- E
1200 2° 00! X 131°05' E
2000 20°33' X 132"02' E
21 April 1945

Zone Time - 10

Condition 11

Steaning as the day before. Advanced clocks one hour to - 10 zone
time at 0000. Enemy planes were reported in area by our C.I.C. Went to
general quarters, Io action encauntered

Positions: 0800 18%29' 133°27' &
1200 17°3b' 133°48' ®
2000 16°17' W 134°491 g
22 April 1945

Zone Time = 10
Condition II
Steaming as the ddy vefore, No remarks,



U.S.S. STCK:ES (AKA 68)
AKAGE [A12-1/ (hj1)
CORFIDENTIAL

17 - 18 April 1945
Zone Time = 9
Condition II
Anchored as the day before., Completely discharged awaiting orders to
depart from area. Enemy planes appeared in the area during this period.
Fhis ship did not encounter any action,

19 April 19%

Zone Time - §

Condition II

Anchored as the day before. At 0833 underway in company with merchant
ship convoy. §S.5. SEARUNNER as guide. 124 formed cruising disposition
4. At 1902 executed 45° emergency turn to starboard upon sighting mine,
1930 executed 150 emergency turn to port to dase course.
Positions: 1200 26° 05' N 127 271" B

2000 24°40' X 125%°30' E
20 April 1945
Zone Time - 9
Condition II
Steaming as the day before. No remerks,
Positions: 0800 22°37' 13o°2s' E
1200 2a° 050! X 131 %' E
2000 20° 33' X 132°02' E
21 April 1945

Zone Time - 10

Condition Il

Steaning as the day before. Advanced clocks one hour to - 10 zone
timé at 0000, Enemy planes were reported in area by our C.I.C. Went to
general quarters, lo action encountered

Positions: 0800 18° 529" I 133°27' E
12000 17° o3b! N 133°48" E
2000 16°17' W 3&%9' E
22 April 1945

Zone Time - 10
Condition II
Steaming as the Uay before, NoO remarks,




U.5.5, STCKES (AKA 68)
AXABS/A12-1/(hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL
23 April 19%

Zone Time - 10

Condition II

Steaming as the day before. 0805 changed formation to form 180 on
guide standing into Ulithi Atoll, 1110 Fallalop Island abeam to starboard
distance 1.5 miles., 1132 retired from formation and proceeding independ-
antly to anchorage. At 1248 anchored in berth 232 Ulithi Atoll.
Positions: 0800 10°26' ¥ 139°44' B

1200 09°59' ¥ 139°%4 B

2% April 1545
Zone Time - 10

Port Duty Watch, :

Anchored as the day before. At 1707 underway once more proceeding to
Northern Anchorage to fuel from AO76, 1847 anchored in 22 fathops of water
while waiting to go alongside AO7b, 2221 underway to Zo alongside AOTD,
in berth 14, Taking on fuel,

25 April 1945
Zone Time - 10

Port Duty Watch
Moored as pefore., O4Y5 completed refueling ship. At 0b25 underway
from AOTE to berth 232. At 0705 anchored in berth 232,

26 April 1945
Zone Time - 10
Port Duty Watch
Anchored «s the day before. Lo remarks,

27 April 1945
Zone Time - 10
Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before, No remarks,

28 April 1945
Zone Time - 10
Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before. lNo remarks,




U.5.S, STOKES (AKA 68)
AKA68/A12-1/(hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

29 April 1945
Zone Time - 10

Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before, No remarks.

30 April 1945
Zone Tine -~ 10
Port Duty Watch
Anchored es the day before. At 0750 underway from Ulithi Atoll
proceeding to Guam to pick up ship's compliment of landing craft. At 0900
commenced zig zagging in accordance with plan 7ll,
Positions: 0800 09%5! X 139°38' E
1200 10°09' N 140%26' E
2000 11°05' W 144%51  E




U.S.S. STCKES (AKA b8)
AKA68/A12-1/ (hjl)
CONFIDENTIAL L/// <: h
31 May 1945 i LD
From: Commanding Officer

To 3 (1) Cominch, United States Fleet
(2) CominchPac.

Reference: (a) Pacific Fleet CL-1-45,

In accordance with reference (a) the Wer Diary for May 1945 is
submitted herewith.

Attached - Fifth Fleet Auphibious Force 53 Attack Force
53,1 Transport Group ABLE (TransRon 15)
53.1.3 TrensDiv 45

1 May 1945

Zone Time - 10

Condition II

Underway from Ulithi Atoll, Caroline Islands proceeding to Guanm,
larienas Islands, Steaming alone without surface or air escort, At 1132
Point Jacitan ebeam to starboerd, distance 7.5 miles. At 1610 entered
Apra Harbor swept channel maneuvering on various courses and speedsto
conform with channel, Moored port side to starboard side of APALLO in
berth #7, Apra Harbor, Guam Island.
Positions: 0800 12° 51t N 1u4° 231 g

1200 13°27'x  14° 3B E

2 May 1945
Zone Time - 10
Port Duty Watch
Moored as the day before, At 1530 pursuant to orders 2 May 1945,
%.0.B., Navy #9206 received on board eeken officer passengers for transport-
ation to Ulithi Atoll, Caroline Islands, At 1015 disembarked b9 passengers
to N.,0.B,, Navy #526. Picked up new landing craft in accordance to orders.

3 Hay 1945
Zone Time - 10
Port Duty Watch
lloored as the day before. At 0753 underway maneuvering on various
courses and speeds to conform to swept channel. Set condition of readiness
II. At 0853 took departure from Guam, llarianas and set course 1959 T,
Speed 15 knots proceeding to Ulithi Atoll. 2ig zagging in accordance to
plan #11, U.5, Diagrams (1940).
Positicnsy 0800 13° 27' N 144° 39' E
1200 12° s55' ¥ 1410 0b' B
2000 119 E;' N 1420 11' B




U.S.5. STOKES (ArA 68)
AKAG8/A12-1/(nj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

4 May 1945

Zone Time - 10

Condition II

Steaning as the day before, Made land fall 0823 Ulithi Atoll, Caroline
Islands, At 1017 beacon "A" Abeam to port. Maneuvering on verious courses
and speeds entering swept channel. Anchored in berth 224, Ulithi Atoll,

Disembarked elefen passenger officers in accordance with I1.0,B,, Navy #9206
orders,

Positions; 0800 10° 21a' N 140° o2t B

5 May 1945
Zone Tinc¢ - 10
Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before. Underway at 1303 from berth 224 to
new assigned anchorage., Anchored at 1105 in anchorage berth #32.

6 - 8 May 1945
Zone Time - 10
Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before., No remarks,

9 Hay 1945
Zone Time - 10
Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before, Received on bourd nine (9) officer
passengers and 155 enlisted men for passage to Sen Francisco, Californiea.

10 Kay 1945
Zone Time - 10
Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before., Loaded on board 1,314 bags of mail as
carzo for the United States. Omne officer passenger reported on board for
transportationto a port in continential limits of the U.S.A.

11l May 1945
Zone Time - 10
Port Duty Watch
Anchored as the day before. At 0722 underway as per orders of Fort
Director, Ulithi proceeding to Gugm for onward routing to San Francisco,
Calif. Took departure from channel buoy abeam to port., Set course 1159 T
Speed 15 knots, 2ig zagging in accordance with Plan #11, U,5, Diagrams

1940, Set condition of readiness II. Detached this date from TransRon 1b,
PransDiv 4§,

Positions: 0800 10° O1' ¥ 139° L42' B
1200 10° 14' ¥ 140° 3 E
2000 11° 19' ¥ 141° 3/t B




U.S,S. STOKES (AKA 68)
AEAbZ/A12-1/(hjl)
CONFIDENTIAL
12 May 1945

Zone Time - 10
Condition 11
Steaming as the day before. At 0652 sighted Guam bearing 065° T,
distance 29 miles. At 0932 Orote Point Light abeam to starboard, distance
1 mile. Unloaded landing craft and transferred smme to Boat Pool at Guam,
Layed off Apra Harbor, Cuam while unloading boats, Took departure for
San Francisco, Calif, from Apra Haerbor Point bearing 161°%, distence 2 miles
Set course 186° T, speed 15 knots, in accordance with routing instructdons
and orders frou Port Director, Guan,
Positions! 0800 13° 09' ¥ 144° 31! E
1200 13% 28' ¥ 144° 3 E
2000 13° o4' W 1440 26! E

13 May 1945
Zone Time - 10
Condition II
Steaning as the day before. Zig Zegzing according to plan #ll,
U.S. Diagrams 1940,
Positions: 0800 12° 52' N 1480 23' E
1200 12° 47' N 1499 15 E
2000 12° 29' § 1510 25! E

14 May 1945
Zone Time - 10
Condition Il
Steaning as the day before. At 1245 held general drills, Secured from
general drills at 1313, Advanced shig's clocks one hour to - 1l zone time.
Positione: 0600 12°% O4' W 1547 03' E
1200 11°59' N 154° 57' B
2000 119 U5' N 156° 3! B

15 May 1945
Zone Time - 1l
Condition II
Steaming as the day before, At 1215 held general drills and secured
from general drills at 1300, At 2030 Eniwetok Atoll abeam to port, distance
7-5 miles.
Positions: 0800 11° 26' W 159° 19! E
1200 11° 29' ¥ 160° 17' E
2000 11° 14' ¥ 162° 10! E



U.5.S. STOKES (AXA 6F)
AKABE/A12-1/(nJ1)
CONFIDENTIAL

16 May 1945
Zone Time - 11
Condition II
Steaming as the day before. At 1800 advanced clocks one hour to
- 12 zone time,
Positions: 0800 11° SE 165° 35! E
1200 N 166° o4' E
2000 12° Y5' 1 167° 45' E

17 May 1945
Zone Time = 12
Condition II
Steaming a2s the day before. No ramarks.
Positionst 0800 1 ° TR 170 32! B
1200 So5' N 171°22' B
2000 1h 3®' N 173° 23' E
18 May 194
Zone Time = 12
Condition 1I
Steaming as in the day before. Eo remarks,
Positions: 0%00 15° 20' ¥ 176° 08' I
1200 15° 30' N 177° 00' E
2000 16° o7' ¥ 178° 59' E

18 May 1945 - West Longitude Date.
Zone Time # 12
Condition II
At 0000 changed date to 18 May 1945 W.L.,D, to conform to { 12 zone
time, Steeming as in the day before.
Positions: 0800 1b° 21! N 178 511 W
1200 16 W' n 177 0' W
2000 17° 02' ¥ 175° 3 W

19 May 1945
Zone Time § 12
Condition II
Steaming as in the day before. At 0812 Cleveland Price FITTZ, Lt(jz),
USN , 204612, died as a result of a self inflicted bullet wound, Advanced
clocks at 1800 one hour to £ 1l zone time.
Positions: 0800 17° 50! X 17a° ! w
1200 17° 56' ¥ 171° 39"
2000 18° 10' ¥ 170° 00' W



U.S5.S. STOKES (AKA 68)

AKAbE/A12 -1/ (nj1)
CONFIDENTIAL

20 Hay 1945

Zone Time 4 11
Condition II

Steaning as the day before.

At 0900 Lt(jg) Cleveland Price FITTZ,

USH (204612) was buried at sea, with military honors, Position 18° 43' W

166° 571 V.
Positions: 0800 18° 42'
1200 18° 54 x
2000 19° 05' N
21 May 1945

Zone Time ¢ 11
Condition II

Steaning as the day before.

167° 0b' W
166° 15' W
1640 231

At 1200 advanced clocks gne hour to # 10

zone time. At 2350 made radar contact on land bearing 014° ¥, distance
55 miles,
Positions: 0800 19°% 3! ¥ 1619 31! w
1200 19° 41' ¥ 1600 28' W
2000 19° 58' ¥ 158° 23' ¥
22 lMay 1945

Zone Time 4 11
Condition II

Steaning as the day before.

port distance 3.5 miles.

Positions: 0€00 22o 05' X
1200 227 50! &
2000 23° 57' 1
23 May 1945

Zone Time f 10
Condition II

Steaning as the day before.

Positions: 0800 250 W50 N
1200 26° 21'
2000 27° 25' W
24 May 1945

Zone Time # 10
Condition II

Steaning as the day before.
practice and secured from same at 1358,
rounds of 4O and 1,840 rounds of 20,

zone time.

Positionst 0800 29° 06' W
1200 292 7' N
2000 30" 25' N

At 0323 passed Diamond light abeam to
157° 20' W

156° 4o! W
155° 09! w

Ceased zig zageing.

1529 251 y
151° B
148° 391 ¥

At 1300 held general dmarters and firing

Expended 12 rounds of 5"38; 542
Advanced clocks one hour to £ §

146° 54 W
1450 501 W
Owlw

..5..




U.5.5, STOKES (AKA 6E)
AKAGE/AL2-1/ (hj1)
CONFIDENTIAL
25 May 1945

Zone Time # 9
Condition II

Steaning as the day before. At 1318 commenced test firing H" 38
special ammunition, 1338 test fire completed expending 16 rounds of $"3E.
Positions: 0800 32° 02' N 14092 51! W

1200 32° 30' ¥ 139° kg W
2000 33° 24t ¥ 1379 37' W

26 May 1945
Zone Time ¢ 9
Condition II
Steaning as the day before. At 1800 advanced clocks one hour to 4 &
zone time,
Positions: 0800 34° 51' N 134° 21t W
2200 H° 17' N 133° 14 W
2000 36° o7' W 130° 56! W

o7 May 194
Zone Time f &
Condition II

Steaningz as the day before. At 2025 sighted Farollan Island Aero Light
bearing 096° T, distance 28 miles, At 2035 changed speed to 1/3 - 4 knots
to make daylight entry through San Francisco, Harbor channel.

Positions: 0800 37°19' N 127° 3H' &
1200 379 27' W 126° 2L
2000 37° H1' W 1239 Le' W

Zone time f €
Condition II

Steening as the day before, At 0338 changed speed to 1/2 (10 knots).
At 0407 passed Farollan Light abemm to port, distance 3 miles., At 0742
anchored in berth 12, San Francisco Bay, California, At 0800 advanced
shipe clocks one hour to f T . Transferred all officers and enlisted
passengers., Unloaded all U.S, Mail carried as cergo, 1,314 sacks and
recelived on board full complement of landing craft.




U.5.5, STOKES (AKA 68)
AXab8/A12-1/ (bjl)
CONFIDENTIAL

29 tay 1945

Zone Time 4 7

Port Duty Watch

Anchored as the day before, At 0946 undervway maneuvering on various
courses and speeds in compliance with orders from Port Director enroute to
Seattle, Washington for loading. At 1230 took departure from Farallon
Island Light aBeam to starboard, distance 3 miles, and set course 310° T
speed 15 knots,
Positions: 2000 3% o7' @ 124° 18' W

30 Hay 1945
Zone time ¢ T
Condition II
Steaning as the day before with running lights in use between sunset
and sunrise, At 2055 sighted Cape leares light abeam to starboard,
distance 20 miles. At 2353 Columbia River Light bearing 022° T
Positions: 0800 4167550 ;¥ 1240 51V W
1200 420510 ¥ 1240 L7v y
2000 4O mhr w1240 30! W

31 lay 1945 St
Zone Time ¢ 7
Condition II
Steaming =s the day before, Columbia River Light shiv abeam to starboasd
distance 3.5 miles. At 1030 sighted Juan de Fuca Light ship bearing 026° 1.
At 113€ Cape Flattery Light a2beam to starboard distance 5 mikes, entering
imland vater. laneuvered on various courses and speeds while working
passage through the straits of Seattle, Washington., At 2040 enchored in
berth i, Elliott Bay, Seattle, Washington.
Positions: 0800 U7° 50" W 1240 m2v y
1200 48° 25' ;w1240 330 ¢



Pers=11355/ma 18 July 1945.

CONFIDENTIAL REG.NO 27/7 H...__.“} A
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(:L_) CO US3 STOKES (AXA60) conf ltr, AKA 63/A12-1/(hjl) dated 31 ifarch 1945
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U.5.5, STOKES (AKA 068) PFrG.NO (=717

RS.NO = =8

AKABE/AL2-1/ (1) REG &0 STo31
N, . |'..,___‘ E_‘f__' :‘)

CONFIDENTIAL

30 June 1945

From: Commanding Cfficer

To (1) Cominch, United States Fleet

(2) CinCPec
Reference: (a) Pacific Fleet CL-1-45,

In accordsnce with reference (a) The Wer Diary for June 1S4 is
submitted herewith,

Attached - Fifth Fleet Amphibvious Force.
Transport Scuadron 15
Transport Division 45

1 June 1945

Zone Tiuve f 8

Port Duty Watch,

Anchored in berth s+, klliot Bay, Seatile, Washington, awaiting orders
to go alongside pier to commence loading cargo. At 0510 underwey on various
speeds and courses to Fier 37. lloored at U901l starbosxrd side to pier 37,
Seattle Port of Embarkation, Requested aveilability from Port Director to
make necessary and voyage repairs. FPort Director granic ! five (5) days
availability not to interfiere with loading. This allotted time was not

sufficient enough to make required repairs and new ship alterations,
approved by the Bureau.

2 - 10 June 1S5
Zone Time 4 7
Port Duty Watch
Hoored as the dsy before, No remarks,

11 June 1345

Zone Time # T

Port Duty Wetch

lHoored as the day defore., At 1430 bythe authority of the Commanding
Ofticer's Order No. 1€b Lt, Tunis K, VAN NOEKDIN (D) USHR, 9719% was detached
from this command as Executive Officer to report to the Medical Officer in
Commend, U. S, Naval Hospital, Seattle, Washington, Executive Oificer's
duties were assuued by Lt. CEAIG, USNR, Gunnery Officer. Commenced taking
on cargo at 1925,




U.5.5. STCKES (AXA 68)
AKAbE/A12-1/ (nj1)
CONFIDIITIAL

12 - 1% June 1945
Zone Time # 7
Port Duty Watch
lloored as the day before, loading cargo.

15 June 1945

Zone Time ¢4 7

Port Duty Watch

lioored as the day before. At 2130 completed loading cargo.
16 June 1945

Zone Time ¢ 7

Port Duty Watch

lloored as the day before. At 0710 underway from pier 37, Seattle Port
of Bubarkation to anchorage Berth "C", At 0800 anchored in anchorage
Berth "C', At 0942 underway once more proceedins to sea enroute Eniwetok
Atoll as per Sailing end routing Orders of Port Director, Seaitle,
Washing.on., Proceeding on various courses and speeds navigating through
Juan de Fuca Straits. At 1813 took departure from Swift Sure Bank Lighthouse
ebean to port, distance 700 yards and set course 25° T, Speed of advance
15 knots. Steaming alone without surface or air escort., 1823 set condition
of readiness II, material condition BAKER., At 1500 retarded shipu's clocks
one hour to zone time t&s.
Positions: 1200 06! 122° Lot w

2000 L4go 23t w1259 B W

17 June 1945
Zone Tine £ &
Condition II
Steaming as the day before in heavy foz, visibility from 500 - 1000
yards, At 1500 retarded ship's clocks one hour to conferm to zone time § 9
Positions: 0£00 ub° it N 129° 360 W
1200 4° 27' ¥ 131° 01! W
2000 U45° Lo W 1340 151 W

18 June 1945
Zone Time f S
Condition II
Steaming as the day before. o remarks.
Positions: 0800 u44° 45v ¥ 1380 20'
1200 40 26' N 39° 28!
2000 43° 431 y 29 oh'




U,5,5, SIKKES (AKA 68)

AKAGS/A12-1/ (hJ1)
CONFIDENTIAL

19 June 1945
Zone Time # 9
Condition II
Steaming as the day before, Held general cuarters at 1301, set material
condition ABLE, condition of readiness I, Secur d from general quarters and
general drills at 1330, Set condition of readiness II. At 1900 reterded
ship's clocks oue hour to conform to ¢ 10 zone time,
Positionss 0800 L42° @2t ¥ 145° 55t W
1200 L42° 0b' & 146° 50! W
2000 M%10' ¥ 14go 17' W

20 June 1945
Zone Time # 10
Condition II
Steaning as the day perore. llo remarks,
Positions: 0800 399 53t ¥ 152° 36! W
1200 39° 06' ¥ 154° 10t W
2000 389 13' N 156° 11! ¥

21 June 1945
Zone Time £ 10
Condition II
Steaning as the day before. lio gamarka.
Positions: 0800 36° 37' N 159° 21' W
1200 359 L&' ¥ 160° 24 W
2000 4% vy 162° 26! W

Zone Time # 10
Condition II
Steaming as the day beiore. At 1900 retarded ship's clocks one lhour
to conform to 4 11 zone time. Fog 1lifting, visibility avout eight miles,
Positions: 0800 33°12' ¥ 1659 AV W
1200 32° 31! W 166° 24t y
2000 31° o2' W 168° 321 W

23 June 1945

Zone Time ¢ 11
Condition II
Steaming as the day before, Fog lifted, visibility fine end clear,
after 7 days of fog, and poor weather,
Positions: 0800 29° 08' N 1719 30' W
1200 28° 26' 1 172° 3t W
2000 27° o' W 174° 13t w




U.5.5, STOKES (AKA 68)
AKAGS/A12-1/ (hj1)

COLFIDENTIAL

24 June 1945
Zone Time ¢ 11
Condition II
Steaming as the day before. Commenced zig zagging at 0000 according
to plan %11, U.S. Diagrams 1940. At 190C retarded ship's clocks one hour
to conform to £ 12 zone time. At 2300 advanced shiy's dute to Tuesday
26 June 1945, Eust Longitude Date and Zone Tize - 12,
Positions: 0800 25° LAV 176° 49! W
1200 24° 39' N 1770 53' W
2000 230 4g' x 179 43t w

2L June 1945
Zone Time - 12
Condition Il
Steaninz as the day before, lio remarks,
Positions: 0500 22° 11' ¥ 177° 40' E
1200 21° 30' ¥ 176° 50' E
2000 21° 'y 175° 02! E

27 June 154
Zone Time - 12
Condition II
Steaning as the day before., At 1300 went to general quarters and
exercised at general drills, At 1312 exercised 5" 38 gun crew at test
firing drill exmpended 12 rounds of 5" 38, At 1318 secured from general
quarters and generzl urilla.
Positions: 0800 15 511 N 172° 2b' B
1200 18° 18' W 171 ' E
2000 17° 16' ¥ 169° Hht E

28 June 1945
Zone Time - 12
Condition 1II
Steaning a8 the day vefore. No remarks,
Positions: 0800 15° 18' N 1b7° 39"
1200 1%° 28' ;w  166° D9 g
2000 13° 30' W 165° 19' E




L

U.S.5, STCKES (AXA 0E)
AKABB/Al2-1/(hJ1)

CONFIDENTIAL

29 June 1945

Zone Time - 12

Condition II

Steaminz as the day before. At 0912 sighted Ulitim, Caroline Atoll,
llarshall Islands, bearing 2409, distance 16 miles. !laneuvering on various
courses and speeds to make cheznnel duoy #3. At 1038 entering swept chaznel
maneuvering on virious courses and speeds. At 1050 passcd can duoyi abeam
to port, Anchored in berth ITH{ - 10 Anchorage ABLE, Inlwetok Atoll,
Varshall Islands. At 1150 set port duty watches.
Positionss 0800 11° 52' ¥  162° g8 x

30 June 1945

Zone Tiue - 12

Condition II

Anchored ss the day before, Ab 1312 underway to go alongside oller
5.5, CEDAR HILLS, anchored in Zerth K-3. At 1345 moored port side to S5.S.
CIDAR IILLS in anchorage berth K-3, At 1831 underwey proceeding to sea
enroute from Eniwetok Atoll to Saipan, larianias Islun ds, in accordance
with sailing end routing ordlers from Port Director, Enivetok, lManeuvering
on various courses and speeds from anchorage through swept clhammel, 1920
set condition of readiness II anl sel course 204 T, Speed 15 knots and
commenced zig zagzing according to plan #¥ll U,S, Diagrams 1940
Positiony 2000 11° 17' ¥ 1b3° 21! E

W



|
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CONFIDENTIAL

31 July 1945

Froms Commanding Officer

To (1) Oominch, United States Fleet

((.J Cinchc.
Reference: (a) Pacific Fleet CL-1-45,

In accordance with reference (a) the War Diary for July 1945 is
submitted herewith,

Attached - Seventh Fleet Anphidlan Force
TransRon 1b
TransDiv 48

1 July 1545
Zone Time - 12
Condition II
Steaning enroute Eniwetok Atoll to Salpan, Marianies, zig sagging in
accordance with zig zeg plan #11, U,5, Diagrams, 1940, Cargo consisting of
a commercial load of vehicles to be discharged at Ivo Jima, Volcano Islands
At 1900 retarded ship's clocl-s one hour to conform to - 1l zone time.
Positions: 0800 11° K2' § 159° 23' &
1200 12° 09' 158° 23' 3
2000 12° 33' ¥ 156° 15' B

2 July 1945
Zone Time -~ 11
Condition II
Steaning as the day before, No comments,
Positions: 0800 13 o7'wW 153°17' B
1200 13° 18' ¥ 152° 18' B
2000 13° o' ¥ 150° 27' B

3 July 1945

Zone Time ~ 11

Condition II

Steaming ae the day before, At 1225 wand land fall bearing 300° T
distance 50 miles and identified as SAIPAN Island, At 1b22 entered sub-
marine nets maneuvering on various courses and speeds while entering
anchorage area. At 1700 anchored in verth L' 64, Saipan Harbor, Salpan.
At 1800 retarded l.hip'l clocks one hour to con:tom to = 10 zone tima.
Positions: 14° 21 0 1470 23 1

1200 14° n 146° 29' B
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U.5,5, STOKES (AKA 68)

AKABS /A12-1/(hJ1)
CONFIDENTIAL
b July 1945

Zone Time - 10

Port Duty Watch
Anchored as before, No comments,

5 July 1945

Zone Time - 10

Port Duty Watch

Anchored as the day before, At 1553 underway in accordance with
routing an! sailing orders of Port Director Salpan lslande, Marianies in
company with U.5.5, KINGSBURY (APAL77) 0.7.C.; U.S.5, SUFFOLK (AKA6S) and
U.5.5, OUNKINGHAM (DE371) as escort vessel, enroute Iwo Jime from Saipan,
Set condition II watches,
Positions: 2000 159 h2' W 145° Yo' B

b July 194
Zone Time - 10
Condition II
Steaming as the day before, No comments,
Positionss 0800 18° Z1' N 144 05' B
1200 19° 30' N 143° 49t B
2000 21°17' N 143 11' B

7 July 1945
Zone Time -~ 10
Condition II Watches
Steaming as the day before. At 1005 radar contact on Iwo Jima
bearing 310° T, distance 34 miles, Maneuvering on various speeds while
entering anchorage area. At 1316 anchored in berth 169, Iwo Jima, BSet
condition IA and commenced discharging cargo at 2100,

8 - 10 July 19%
Zone Time -~ 10

Condition IA,
Anchored as the day before discharging cargo into LOT's, LSH's and

ship's lending craft. At 0005, 10 July 19%5 100% unloaded. Set Port Duty
Watch, 1503 commenced taking on cargo consisting of crated alrcraft
engines for transportation to San Francisco, U.5.A.




U.5.8, STOKES (AKA 68)
AKABS/A12-1(hJ1)

CONFIDENTIAL

11 July 1945

Zone Time - 10

Port Duty Watch

Anchored as the day before taking on cargo, At 0600 completed taking
on cargo. At 1626 undervay maneuvering on variouns courses and speeds
leaving anchorage area, At 1643 passed TOBRISHI Pt, abeam to port, distance
1} miles and took departure, on dase course 196° T, Set condition II,
material condition Baker, Undervay as per orders AdComPhidsPac enroute Iwo
Jima to San Francisco, in accordance with routing directions of Port :
Diredtor, Iwo Jima, in company with U.S.5. ROD (DD41E) ae escort and 0.T.C. .
Z2ig sagging according to plan ¥25 USF 10B
Posi tions: 2000 24° 02' ¥ 141° 05' ®

12 - 15 July 1945
Zone Time - 10
Condition II
Steaming as the day before. At 0100 L4 July 1945 advanced ship's
clocks 1/2 hour to conform to -l04 zone time, At 0L00 15 July 1945 advanced
ship's clocks 1/2 hour to conform to -1l zone time,

16 July 1945
Zone Time « 11
Steaming as the day before, At 0100 advanced ship's clocks 1/2 hour to
conform to -11§ zone time, At 1113 sighted Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands
bearing 093° T, At 1258 U,5,8, ROE(DDY18) detached and proceeded to
Enivwetok Atoll as ordered, Procuodins independently,
Positions: 0800 11 36' N 161° 08' E
1200 11° 30' ¥ 162° 0O' B
2000 12° 20' W 162° 28' B

17 July 1945
Zone Time - ll%
Condition II
Steaming as the day before, At 1800 advanced ship's clocks 1/2 hour
to conform to -12 zone time,
Posd tionss 0200 14° 26' N 165° L' ¥
1200 15° 14' ¥ 166° 25' B
2000 16° 19' ¥ 168° 02' B

18 July 194
Zone Time - 12
Condition II
Steaming as the day before., Directed this date by Radio Dispatch from
ComHanSeaFron to Pearl Harbor, At ONOO changed course to 088° in compliance
with orders from ComHanSealron.
Positions: 0800 17° ' N 170° M1' B
1200 17° ;ll 171° 43' B
2000 179 3/' M 1730 l&%' B
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U.5,S, STOKES (AKA 68)

AKABE/A12-1/ (hJ1)
CONF IDENTIAL
19 July 1945
Zone Time - 12
Condition 11
Steaming as the day before.
Positione: 0800 17° 39' ¥
1200 17° 43' ¥

2000 17° 53' ¥

19 - 22 July 19% W.L.D,
Zone Time f 12
Condition II
Steaming as the day before,

Yo comments,
176° 55' &
177° 53' B
179° 53! &

At 0001 set ship's date to 19 July 1945,

W.L.D. to conform to # 12 zone time, At 1800 advanced ship's clocke 1 hour
to conform to # 11 zone time, At 1800 21 July 1945 advanced ship's clocks
1 hour to conform to # 10 zone time,

23 July 194
Zone Time 4 10
Condition II
Steaming as the day before,

bearing 006° T, At 0810 passed Pearl Harbor channel entrance buoy.

At 0712 sighted Pearl Harbor Sea Buoy
At 0900

advanced ship's clocks 0 minutes to conform to f 9% zone time, 0949 moored

to pler A-9, Pearl Harbor, Oalm, T.H.

Set Port Duty Watches, 2005

commenced unloading crated girercft engines,

24 July 1945
Zone Time # %
Port Duty VWatches,
Moored as the
craft engines, At 1

before,

At 1115 completed unloading crated air-
3 underway from pier A-9 on various courses and

speeds to pler B-3 to undergo voyage repairs at Pearl Harbor Navy Yard,

25 - 31 July 194
Zone Time f 9%
Port Duty Watch
Moored as the day before,
comments,

Undergoing necessary voyege repairs. No

-l



U.5,8, STCKES (AKA 68)
AKA68/AL2-1/ (hJ1) E\® 3 L@f'__-

CONFIDINTIAL 1 I N :*)3?7.—
3L August 194

From: Commanding Officer
To (1) Cominch, United States Fleet
(2) CincPac,

Reference: (a) Pacific Fleet CL-1-45,

In accordance with reference (u) the War Diary for August 1945 is
submitted herewith.

Attached - Seventh Fleet Amphibian Force
TransBon 16
TronsDiv 48

1 August 1945
Zone Mme f 9%

Port Duty Watch

Moored starboard side to U.S5.S, DICKMAN (APAL3) berth Baker three (3),
Pearl Harbor Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, Oshm, T.H, undergoing voyage repairs.

2 August 1945
Zone Time § %
Port Duty Watch
Moored as the day before. 0750 underway proceeding on various courses
and speeds, while shifting berths to Pler ABLE Nine (9) for loading, At
0901 moored port side to Pier ABLE 9, Fearl Harbor, Oahu, T.H, At 1310
commenced tiking on cargo.

3-b August 1945
Zone Time 4 9%
Port Duty Watch
Moored as the day before,

7 August 1945

Zone Time § 9

Port Duty Watch

Moored as the day before, Finished loading 2900 long tons of cargo,
164 enlisted passengers and 3 officers for transportation to Okinava, At
1306 underway enroute for Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islande as per instruction
and routing of Port Director, learl Harbor. At 1332, cleared Pearl Harbor
Swept channel and took departure, Set condition of readiness II. At 1415
casualty in main eteam line, engine stopped. 1536casualty repaired, repaire
completed, underway at 80 R,P,M, 14 imots, At 1500 retarded ship's clocks
1/2 hour to conform to zone time £ 10,
Fositions: 2000 20° 00' ¥ 158° 10' W



U.5,5, STOKES (AKA 68)
AKAGB/AL2-1/ (hJ1)
CONFIDENTIAL

8 Auguet 1945
Zone Time { 10
Conddition Il
Steaming as the day before, At 1900 retarded ship's clocks one (1)
hour to conform to zone time £ 11,
Positions: 0800 19° 44 W 160° 49 W
J 1200 199 h2' ¥ 161° 49! y
2000 19° 35' n 164e 00' W

9 August 1945
Zone Time é 11
Condition II
Steaming as the day before, No remarks,
Positions: 0800 199 o4' ¥ 167° 11' W
1200 18° 45' W 168° 08' W
2000 189 35' W 170° 06' W

10 August 194
Zone Time ¢4 11

Condition Il

Steaning as the day hefore, At 1257 exercised in OGeneral Drilles and
AA fire at inflated baloons, expended 2,274 rounds of 20 and 52b rounds of
LOM{, At 1900 retarded all ship's clocke one (1) hour to conform to 4 12

zone time,
Positions: 0800 18° oW W 173° 08" W
1200 17° 49' W 174° 22' ¥
2000 17° 25' W 1759 36' W
11 August 1945
Zone Time f 12
Condition Il
Steaming ce the day before, lio remarks,
Positions: 0800 169 L6' X 179° 1 ¢

1200 16° 20t ¥ 179° 16' B
2000 159 59' ¥ 1770 21' E

13 August 1945 - Best Longitude Date
Zone Time - 12
Condition II
Bteamning ao the day before. Crossed the International Date Line.
Changed date to conform to - 12 zone time,
Fositiona: 0800 ]130 01' ¥ 174° 25! &
1200 0 39' ¥ 173° 24'
2000 140 07' ¥ 171° 25' B



U.8.5, STOKES (AKA 6€)
AKABE/A12-1[ (nj1)

COIFIDENTIAL

14 Avgust 1945
Zone Time - 12
Condition II
Steening as the day before, No remarks.
Positions: 0800 13° 19' N 1680 25' B
1200 139 02' ¥ 1670 28! E
2000 120 28' N 165° 27' B

15 August 1945

Zone Time -~ 12

Condition 11

Steaming as the day before. At 0852 sighted Eniwetok Atoll bearing
300° T, Distance 1€ miles. At 0921 entering Enivetok Swept channel,
nun buoy $#2 gbeam to starboard. laneuvering on various courses and speeds
to conform to channel, approaching assigned onchorage, At 1043 anchored in
borth N-T, Bniwetok.&toll Marshall Islands, 1625 moved from enchorage to
fueling ship anchored in bderth #400, Area "P", At 2030 moved once more
from anchorage derth 00 efter refualing and anchored in berth 370.

16 August 1945

Zone Tine - 12

Port Duty Watch

Anchofed as the day defore, At 1213 underwey as per directions and
routing instructions of Port Director, Eniwetok, At 1302 took departure
on Beacon "E' abeam to port, distance one mile, Set course 212° T, Set
condition of readiness II. A% 1500 retarded shi,'s clocks one hour to
conform to - 11 zone time,
Positions: 2000 10° U5' W 1600 45! B

17 August 1945
Zone Time - 11
Condition II
Steaming es the day before., Yo remarks,
Positions: 0800 10° 36' N 157° 49" ®
1200 100 33 0 156° U7 B
2000 10° 30' ¥ 1540 4g' ®

18 August 1945
Zone Tme - 11

Condition II
Steaming as the day Yefore, At 1900 reterded ship's clocks to conform
to - 10 zone time,
Positions: 0800 100 1 E ¥ 151951t B
100 1h 150° 51! X
aooo 100 14! & 1480 55! B

\ g ‘



U.5,.8, STOKES (AXA 68)
AKab8/A12-1/ (hJ1)
COMFIDENTIAL

19 August 1945
Zone Time - 10

Condition 11
Steaming as the day before. Mo remarks.
Positions: 0800 109 11' ¥ 1us0 zg' by
1200 100 10' ¥ 1440 4g' 1
2000 100 10' N 1520 56' X

20 Angust 1945

Zone Time - 10

Condition II

Steaning as the day before, At 0555 redar contact on Fals Island
bearing 200° T,, distance 17 miles. At 0828 mighted Ulithi Atoll dearing
274° T,, ddstance 16 miles, At 0953 entering lMagai Channel on vardous
courses and speeds to conform to channel, proceeding to assigned anchorage
between berths #38 end #39, Area 42, At 1059 anchored in assigned berth,
Ulithi Atoll, Caroline Islands, Set Fort Duty Vatch,

21-31 August 1945
Zone Time -~ 10
Port Duty Watch
Anchofed as bdefore, lixercised at gemeral drills at 1241, 31 August 1945,
end secured from general drills at 1306, 31 August 1945,




AXAGS [A12-1/( twh)

Serial: 19

From:
To ¢

Subject:
Reference:
Enclosgure:

1.
mitted.

cec:

Cincpac (Encl.(A) 3 coples)

USS STOKES (AKA68)
Fleet Post Office
San Franclsco, California

The Commanding Officer.
The Secretary of the Navy.

Ship's Eistory,
(a) Alpac 318-45,
(A) Ship's History, USS STOKES (AKAG8) (3 copies).

In accordance with reference (2) enclogure (A) is herewith sub-

H, I, CAIREN,
Cormander, USHR.

A, W, HUGHES,

FltHomeTown NewsCen. (Encl.(A) 3 copies)
ComWesSea¥ron (Encl.(4) 3 copies) 1t,(jg), USNR,
CNTS (Encl.(A) 3 coples) Executive Officer

158543

By Direction,




AKAGE [a12-1/(aac) 11 February 194
U.5.5. STOKES (A.K.A.-63)

H. I. CAIRTT, Commander, U.S.¥.R.
Commanding Officer
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SEIP 'S HIS2O0RT
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STATISTLCS

Launched « « « ¢ o
Commigsioned . . .
Bldz, Yard « ¢ +» o o e ¢« « o« o« N, Carolina Shipbdldg. Co.
Outfitting Yard . . . « » « « Charleston, 1, G,

Length OVerall + o« + o « « = o o o U5g! 24

Length between PerDe o « o + & » o 435!

Beam « « « s e v ls DA

.o o o0 31 Aug. 1944
. . U4 Nov, 1944
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- - - -
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L
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SHIP'S HISTORY

U,5.5, STOKES (AK468)

On 4 November 1944, in a short but impressive ceremony at Charleston,
S.C., Hull 139 of Wilmington Shipyard, N,C,, became the U,S.,S, STOKES of the
United States Navy, Official time of commissioning 1602, At 1801 she was
already underway in her new career as part of the amphibiocus forces and
proceeded to take aboard stores, supplies, ammnition, spare parts etc,

The following days were busy ones,for all on board, for due to a green
complement of officers and men, mdny things about the sea and the ship had
to be taught and learned, A tough job, Very little or no liberty at all,

With her first few commissioning days gone, all hands looked forward to
teking her to sea on trial and shakedown runs; a first trin for a majority of
those on board, The next few days were svent making engine and tactical
tests and runs, With these completed, the "Mighty STOKES" turned her prow
northward in the direction of Norfolk, Va, for further training and drills
in the manly art of making amphibious warfare, During the course of the
short two-day trip, there were several cases of "no sea legs", Result:
seasickness was prevalent, and those who survived without turning one shade of
green or another, automatiecally became "old salts", With hats at a cocky
angle and developed tell-tnle swagger of a sea-going sailor, the crew went over
the gangway on liberty in Norfolk, for what liberty is to be found there,

What preparations were necessary to be made prior to seven-day training
cruise in the confines of Checasapeake Bay, were quickly accomolished and she
was underway again, The following week turned out to be even more grueling
than any of her past weckst boat drills day and night, gunnery and general
drills under the watchful eyes of inspectors revresenting the Amphibious
Training Command, aftor seven days of grueling drills and inclement weather,
we oncc again returned to Norfolk, this time to the Portsmouth Navy Yard for
a ton-day availability to make necessary rovafre and changes to desien and
construction that might hinder smooth operation of the shiv during an
operation, After her availability, which seemed like ten hours, the STOKES
wag roady for her first load of cargec and long voyage, Loading complected at
Norfolk Supply Depot, she put to sea on 11 December 1944 in the beginning
of a typical Atlantic winter storm in company with the USS SUFTOLK (AKAGG)
and USS TORRANCE (AKa76), Only a few hours nutside the Norfolk Channel Sea
Buoy the sea and wind began to hike up the Peaufort Scale as only an Atlantic
gtorm can in such short notice, Finally reached force 10 accompanied with
mountainous scas and high winds, making it almost impossible to kcop her head
into the sea and wind, necessitating a constant 30° right rudder throughout
the storm, The members of the crew who heretofore dubbed themselves "old salte”,
chenged their minds as to a seagning earcer being n delightful round-the-~world
cruise at the expense of the United States Navy, Due tn rough weather, sight
was lost of the rest of the Task Unit, Nnot until three days later did the
Unit reform and steam on intc the Panama Canal Zone, After being mo-red
safoely starboard side to Pier 9B, Manzanella Island, Cristnbal, Panana,
airangcmants were made to make necessary emergency repairs to damage ceunsed by
the storm,




With a new boom and minus one LCVP and 1 LCM, which were lost during the
storm, ®he continued on to her orlginal destination, Pearl Harbor, on 21
Dogember, 19L4, Her passage through nicturesque Panama Canal completed, the
STOKES settled down to thirtecn days of steady, uneventful steaning to the
origin of the Pacific War,

Unloading operations completed, the STOKES was assigned to TransDiv 48,
TransRon 16, which had orders to rartieipate in the Iwn Jima invasion,
Complying with orders, the shiv headed for Hilo, Hawaii, tn take aboard
Marine and CB troops, and their coiipment, who had been training for what
later turned out to be a second Tarava, Our carge was discharged and we
returned to Honolulu to rejoin the sgadron, With no rehearsal of invasion
tactics with the division, she set 8all with the 48th TransDiv on 27 January,
enroute to staging areas prior tn the invasi-n., All hands anxisusly and
diligently familiarized themselves with the maneuvering and tactics for a
full scale invasion, bnth thesoretically and wmractically, tn put her through
the divieion manouvering vaces, This was a bit rusty at first but a few
days later, we werec among the beat, Znroute we stopmed at Eniwetolk, had
more gunnery drills, orovisioned ship and fueled, On 16 February, in
formation with TransRon 48, shc left Saivan and was off on her last leg toward

"DII Dﬂy -

19 February 1945 - "D" Day, Iw: Jima, as the dawn broke, Mt, Surabachi
loomed on the horizon, curtalned by star shells, and the tell-tale red glow
of heavy caliber bambardment shells >f our mighty first line combatant ships,
This was a memorable day for the "0ld Girl" and a majority ~f her crew, her
first operation and first baviism »f fire was at hand, A4ll hands and gear
were in readiness for "H" Eoutr, Vhile underway all boats were lowered and
dispatched as per schedu.e to APA's for use in the initial landings, as
personnel and "HOT CARGO" carriers, Hours after the first wave hit the beach,
our boat crews returned, not with the word that the Harines had landed with
little or no opposition, But that they were nmet with studborn and fierce
opposition with a great cost of casualties t» the assamlt troops, 3Beach
conditions were bad, heavy surf, small boats broaching, heavy martar shells
and small arms were darassing boats and versonnel waiting to hit the beach,

Boat crews spent days in small boats, carrying "HOT CARGO", without
warm food, sleep and shelter, awaiting the word tn hit the beach and unl-ad
their essential cargo nf rockets, gasnline and nmmnition, The following
days were bitter; henvy seas made unloading almost impossible, but operations
went on in spite of all llother Nature threw at us, For the first few days,
unloading operations were carried out underway during the daylight hours, and
at night retirement plans were executed, 48 ~ result, many ~f our small craft
crews were left to spend the nights in their boats,

It was during one »f these evening retircrent olans that all hands above
decks witnessed the death of the carrier 3ISIARK SEA, The actual experience
of seeing it hit was obscured from us by darmess and by smnke generated by us
as a protective cover, Our attentinsn was first attracted to it by 20 MM tracer
fire, then followed by the glow of bombd burste and suicide vlane hits on her
flight deck, and then by radin direction to other shins t~ 20 t» her aid to
pick np survivors and give whatever heln was possibdble,
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Throughout our presence in the transvort area, we had only experienced one
GeQe, this was caused by a one plane raid. There was plenty of fire power dut,
due to its altitude, the attacking foe wrs not hit.

The casualties suffered on this ship throughout our 1lli-day stay were 2 .
killed and 4 wounded. The ship itself suffered battered sidss and twisted franes,
caused by small craft alongside who were assigned to us for unloading operations.

When a foothold and beachead had bcen established ashore, transports were
agsigned anchorages off the east shore of the iglend and completed unloading
onerations by working day and night. On D »lus 14, and unloading commleted,
tne ST0KIS yas ordered to retire to Saipan. Casualties were loaded aboard to
te returned to the base hogpital on that island. From Saipan we headed for
Guam, this time to replenish our complement of boats, denleted by the oporation
of Iwo. This accomplished, troons were loaded and nremarations were made at
Zgpiritu Santos, Few Heberdies Islandss During this trin we did not carry
initial assault troops, but were part of a floating veserve and did not mcle
our appearance off the shores of Okinawa Jima until 10 Aoril, 10 days after
Nt Day. The climatic conditions for unloading were excellent. However, the
actual unloading operation was continuously harrasscd by repeated attaclks of
the Japanese Kamikaze Corps, which cxacted a heavy toll of our naval forces, and
our slecpe Throughout our short stay, we were alerted many times by n morning
voice over the T35 and SCR "Flash Red, Control Yellow" followed by the uncanny
clanging of the General Alarm, sending all hands scurrying to their stations to
await whatcever the Jeps had to offer. Ordered not to fire on cnemy planzg while
in our smoke screen so as not to risk detcetion by Jep Pilots, there had been
times when we wighed we could, for on several occasiong enemy nlanes nassed over
us mast nhighs So near and yet so far, whcn a few well =aimcd tracers could have
sent another fanatic hurricdly to his ancestors. During scveral daylight raids,
however, the STCKSS participated in AA fir: on suicide planes that resulted in
destruction of the attacking foc.

The two invasions, coupled with the many days and endlecss nights we spent
aboard the STOKES, made us all realize that our shin was something morc than a
few thousand tons of motal and machinery; to us the STOKZS was ~ home, o place
of refuge from an sver threatening sca; and above all, the means by which we
would someday return to the land, the peonle and the symbol that men gave their
lives, limbs and their souls for, HOIZE.

On the 19th of April 1945, we proceeded in convoy to Ulithi Atoll, Scuttle-
butt had it that we werc to return to the United Statea. The rumor wng verificd
after what geomed like ycars of montnl torturc. Our cereow and officers were as
excited as children on Christmas Ive; our prayers, our hopes, our every common
wigh, had beon answered. We proceeded to Gunm and from there to Frisco. The
morning of the 19th day after we left Gusm we entered San Froncisco Bays o
typical fog had scttled over cverything and ovegyone, the air was wet and cold:
But for thosc of us that passed under the Golden Gate Bridze on that morning
the sun was shining nnd we were aproaching the Gateway to Parndige; our land,
our country, our home.

We left San Francisco twenty-four hours after our arrival: with ordefa to
proceed and report to the Port Director, Seattle, "ashington for londing .
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In as much as this paper is being ¢reated ns o Ship's History, and not as
A story of its crew »nd officers, we can cover n multitude of sins by simly
saying we spent sixteoeon days in Seattle,

The destination of our Se~ttle load was Iwo Jimn; it was 2 2oo0d trip with
fair wenther all the way. Less than five months ago, God's forgotten 1little
acre was a nass of decadent rock, flesh and bones; but whnt we saw when we
arrived should be a living testimoninl to the fortitude, slill nnd engincering
accomplishment of the C.B: Battalions that we laft there.

Fron Iwo we procecded under orders to ComWcsSeaFronticr. San Froneisco
orly to be intercepted at Pearl Harbor. We loaded at Iroru.is Point with
cwrgo dostined for Okinawa. Most of ug were of the opinicn that the STOXIS
was in a rut: the only vast expanses of the Pocific thnt we lmew of were
Oicinawa, Ulithi and Iwo Jima. Ione of us however renlizea that this perticular

gxcursion would be intsresting if not hazardous.

We reccived hints of Peace while o spent our last few days at Peorl
Harvor., Iocws of the Atonmic 3omb had renched ug the day we stationed specinl
gsea details destined for Okinawn. We cntered the Atoll nf Iniwetolz, 15 Auzuet
and there, while approaching our anchorage we nenrd the glorious news that once
more peac: on earth towards men of zood will w~s ours, The celebrating th~t
afternoon was for the mosgt part for our fellow countrymen who were still alive to
enjoy neace; for those of us that were cut there we lonrned n lon: tine ngo
that you econ't ery for your dead.

Bver since we first came out into the Pacific we heard stories of tropical
typhoons. Thus far in the ghort navnl earcer of the STOKES we 'mew the Pacific
to be ns its name implics.

We arrived in Buckner Bay, Okzinawn early in September just ns the so-ealled
typhoon season wns at ifts ebb, Unloadinz went nlong slowly dut surely. We were
there nine dnys wvhen we received a storm wnrning. Most of us trented it ng a
Joke because we had been in the habit of having typhoons nnd whnt have you, nenr
us, but thus far they had been products of some comrmunientor's or meterologist's
inagination, Several storm warnings followed tho first one. Then one noraning
we received orders to leave Buclmer Bnay and head south, clear of the Islnnd,
and then townrds China., The night before the storm was nerfset, the sea was
calm nnd ponceful and the air still and quiet., The next morning defore noon,
however, hell had broken loose in Buckner 3ay nnd there would soon be the devil

to pay.

There were several hundred shins in the Bay ~nd, going out to sea that next
morning, it seemed that everyone of thiem was trying to go throuzh the subnarine
nets at the same tine., luch has beon written about tronienl storms. It would
suffice to say we were nll scenred stiff. We recorded our largest roll sinee
the ship went into commissioning during this storm 1419,




From Okinawa we went tn Guan where we lay- wver fourteen sweltering days
and rainy nights, We received our orders at Guam to vroceed to Tacloban, on
the island of Leyte to pick up some eargo destined for Wakayama, Japan, We
were diverted to several places in the Philinpines vieiting Luzon and San
Fernando, We unloaded at Wakayama, Japan, Several cnjoyable days were sment
by all hands sightsecing, From Wakayama we oroceeded to Nagoya, We left
Nagoya with orders to proceed and report to the Port Director at Seattle,

At the time of the writing of this history, the destiny »f the STOKES is un-
certain, We do however, know this: she has served her crew and her country
well, If the STOKES does go to sea again, with a Navy Commission Pennant
flying from her mast, she will not dn so before the 1st of January for she is
now slated for ten days of much-needed availability.

The war is over, but the job nf the STOKES is by no means secured; it
is all vory conceivable that the STOKES will play an important part in
Victory as she did in War, She will, together with ~ther ships of her type,
carry our men home; she also will dring aid to the vanquished, in the fornm
of food stuffs, clothing and medical supvlies,




PORTS OF CALL DISTW'CES .JTD D.YS STEAMING

FORTS OF CALL DISTANCE DAYS STEWMING
Charleston - Commissioning T c
Norfolk 425 2
Cheaspeake Bay Maneuvers 240 2
Panama 2580 g
Pearl Harbor 4700 14
Hile, Hawaii 223 1
Honolulu, Oam 218 1
Maneuvering, Pearl Harbor, Honolulu Z8 1
Eniwetok 2381 z
Saipan 1074 4
Tinian 50 1
Saipan 50 2l
Iwo Jima 798 4
Saipan 707 3
Guan 209 1
Tulagi 2hL7 10
Bspiritu Santo 550 3
Ulithi 2461 10
Okinawa 1262 6
Ulithi 1264 5
Guam 160 1
Ulithi 760 1
Guan 760 1
San Francisco 5355 19
Seattle, Washington £90 3
Eniwetok 4780 14
Saipan 1140 3
Iwo Jima 660 3
Pearl Harbor L4180 13
Eniwetok k1l 1
Ulithi 1358 5
Buckner Bay, Okinawa 1020 L
Guam 1262 5
Tacloban, Leyte 1221 “
Guian, Semar L5 v
Lingayen Gulf, San Fernando 766 2
agoo, Luzon 27 -
San Fernando, Iuzen 27 -
Wakeyama, Japan 1470 i
Nagoya, Japan 270 1
Seattle, Washington Lgel 17
Total 54,193 193

Computed as of 11 January 1946,

The 1SS STOKES wms underway U6® of the time since her commissioning date.




U,S.5, STOKES (AKA-67)

AKA68/A12-1/(hj1)

SUPFLEMENT TQ SHIP'S HISTORY OF U,S.S. STOKES (AKA-H%) of 2-11-U6,

COMMAI'DING OFFICEZRS OF THE U,S,S,

HAME, FILE NO, & RANK

G, W, GRABER (69074) Lt, Comdr., USNR

R, T, McCLELLAND (182994) Lieut,,USNR

Hl

I.

CAIRE: (66042) Comdr., USIR

( SUFFLAMEIT)

13 Febm&ry'"iB%

STOK3ES (AKA-6R)

ASSUMZED DETACHED  HOI{E ADDRESS

COlMMAND

11-L-Ly 12-11-45 403 Front St,
Greenvort, V. Y,

12-11-L5 12-24-L5  L557-18th Ave,
S. Minneavolis,
liinnesota,

12-24008 - ei- 2042 Holt Ave,

Los Angeles 3k,
California,
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® ¢ USS STOKES (ARA 68)

CONFIDENTIAL /o Fleet FPost Oilice
u“ “om, m —an !_':11_:".i'.-_iC, '::uhi.
File: AKAGE/(efs)

Ser;: 010 23 March 1945
From: TheCommanding Officer
To: The Commander in Chief, United Stetes Fleet _
1 01975
Via: (1) Commander Task Unit 53,1.3

(2) Commender Tesk Group 53,1

(B) Commender Taglk Force 53

(4) Oommander Teek Force 51

(5) Commender FIFTH Fleet

(6) Commender in Chief, Pacific Ocean Area

Subject: Action Report for the Iwo Jima Operation, Submission of

References: (a) U,S.Navy Regulations 1920, Articles 712, 87k(6)
(b) Commender in Chief Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter
1CL-L5

Enclosures: mSubjgct Report -p2-
orting AA Action by Surface Ship -?,ID

1, In accordance with references (a) and (b) the subject action reports
ere herewith submitted as enclosures (A) AND (B),

G, W, GRAEER

-

ADVANCE COPIES /
Co v

Comphibspec (1) %
Cincpac (3)

115115



USS STOKES (AKAGE)
CONFIDENTIAL

ARAGS/ (ef's)

Subject: Action Report for the Iwo Jima Operation

FART 1

No remarks, Covered in Division Commander's report,

PART 11
Yo remerks, Covered in Division Commender's Report,

PART 111

A, This vescel operated throughout the operation in Task Unit 53,1,3.
The Tesk Unit Commender was the Commender, Tranevort Division Lg,

Departed Saipan Island, Marienas Islands, 16 February 1945 with
Transport Group Able 53.1 (TransRonl6) and arrived Iwo Jima Islend,
Volcano Islands 19 February 19!5, The passaze Saipan to Iwo Jima was
uneventful,

On 19 February maintained position on the transcort guide iun the
transport area and retired the night of 19-20 Fébruary with units of
Transport Divieion 48, At 1915 received a "7lash Red" and at 2050
received "Flash White", This unit was not molested by the eneny,

On 20 February maintained vosition on the transport guide and
retired the night of 20-21- Februery with Transport Division YE, o
comment,

On 21 February maintained poeition 28 before in traneport area
and retired at night 21-22 February with unite of Tranevort Division
4g, At 1710 received "Flash Red", at 2040 received "Flash White",

The zroup wes not attacked,

On 22 February maintained cositicn as tefore in trans ort area,
The retirement, night of 22-23 February with Transport Division U8,
wag uneventful,

On 23 February enroute from retirement aree to transport anchorage
aren, At 1115 anchored in berth 20 in 22 fethoms weter with 105 fathoms
chain to starboard anchor, Discharged cargo throughout the day, At 1015
thirty-one casualties were received from the beach, At 1910 received
"Flash Red", 1925 enemy plane overhead, commenced firing, 1927 cedsed
firing, 1935 commenced firing, 1927 ceased firing, One enemy pleane
sighted overhead and disappearedinto clouds, Four men were injured during
air attack by 2 spent 20MM shell from our own forces.

On February 2U anchored es before in berth $#20, Iwo Jims, Continued
to discharge cargo, At 1600 received casualties from the beach, at 2035
received "Flash Red", Enemy planes contacted by radar (unknown station,
2¢25 "Flasgh White", Continued discharging cargo, Anchored as before,

Page 1 - Enclosure (A)
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USS STOKES (AKA68)

CORFIDENTIAL

AXAGE/ (efs)
Subject!: Action Report for the Iwo Jima Operstion
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On 25 February anchored as before berth #20 trensport anchorage,
At 0720 prepared to get underwey then shifted to newly assigned berth
#18A in 40 fathoms water with 100 fathoms chain to starboard anchor,
Continued to discherge cargo.

On 26 February anchored in berth #184 transport area, Continued
to discharge cargo, At 1800 buried st sea one Marine FFC and one USKN
"Sea Bee" who died on board from injuries received on beech, All neces-
sary forms have been forwarded in accordance with instructions,

On 27 February anchorad as before in berth #18A transport area
Iwo Jima, Continued diescharging cargo throughout the day, Received on
board this day 33 casnalties from the beach,

Un 28 February anchored as before in berth #18A, Continued to
discharge cargo throughout the dayl Experienced some difficulty holding
LSM alongside due to shortage ofmanila lines, All casualties on board
were traneferred thie day to USN Hoepital Ship "Sameritan",

On 1 March anchored as before 3n berth 18A transport anchorgge,
Ivo ¥ima, At 0238 "Flash Red", ZExecuted emoke plan, 01l23 "Flash White"
Continusd discharging cargo throughout the day. 15U0 received 15 casual-
ties from beach, These were for transoortation to Saipan, At 2100 com-
pleted discharging cargo,

2 March at 0730 underway and proceeded to ares Zebra off Iwo
Jima where ship remained until 1800, At this time formed cruising die-
position with TG 51,29,4, Left area enronte to Saipen, arriving 5 March
1945, Passage to Seipan uneventful,

Zone time minus 10 was used throughout the operation,

PART IV
AMMUNITION EXPENDED DURING OPERATION AT IWO JIMA

(a) 98 rounds LOMM
1176 rounds 20MM
7% of allowance expended

(b) Pre discipline was good
Communications good
Local control

(e) No hits, so far as was observed
(a) No comments

No comments

No comments,

Lol

Page 2 - Enclosure (A) °
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USS STOKES (AKAGR)
CONFIDENTIAL

AXA68/(efs)
Subject: Action Report for the Iwo Jima COperation
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. Operational Damage

1. Considerable structural damage was suffered by this vessel during
unlosding operations, Cause wae a heavy swell which caused LST's and
LSM's to heave szainst the ship's side with great force, Fenders which
had been in use were badly cut up and mashed on the first day of unloading
vhile at anchor, In some cases the LSM's and LST2e being light when they
came alongside were cut of good control and hit the ship at dangercus
angles,

2, Damage is as follows:

(2) No, 1 hold, third deck gorteide
Frane 33 Lerge dent
35 Sprung in
36 to 41 = Sorung in

(b) o, 1 hold, third deck, starboard side

Frame 27 Sprung in
28 Large dent
39 Sprung in
30 Sprung in
31 Large dent
33 Sprung in
34 Large dent
35 Sprung in
6 to 40 - Sprung in
1 Bulkhead duckled over area aporox, 8"xl!

(¢) No, 1 hold, platform deck, starboerd

Fréome 20 Bulkhead slightly buckled
21 Sprung
22 Sprung
2& Sprung
24 Ruptured (has beer welded)
25 to 39 * Spring

Page 3 - Enclosure (A)
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USS STOKES (AKAGE)

CONF IDENTIAL

AKA68/ (efs)
Action Report for the Iwo Jima Operation

Subject:
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(d) Yo. 2 hold, third deck, port

(e)

(£)

(g)

(h)

(1)

(3)

(k)

(1)
(m)
(n)
(o)

Frame

No, 2
Frame

No, 3

Vo, 3
Frame

No, 3
Frame

No, 3
Freme

No, 7
Frame

No, b
Frame

No, 7

41 - Bulkhead buckled over area L"x16"
42 to 53 - Sprung
54 - Bulkheed buckled at deck

hold, third deck, sterboard
4] - Bulkhead buckled at deck
42 to 52 - Sprung

U3 - Hull pierced (vatched)

hold, thiré deck, starboard
Frame 53 = Bulkhead slightly buckled
57 = Small dent

hold, third deck, nort

53 - Bulkhead slightly buckled
Y = to 60 - Sprung

F8 - Dented

hold, platferm deck, starbeard
A5 slight dent

hold, platform deck, port
53 to 60 - Slightly sprung

hold, second deck, starboard
141 - Bulkhesd budcled at deck

hold, third deck, port

135 - Sprung

136 - Sprung

140 < Sprung

139  Hull dented

130 to 140 - Sprung slightly

hold, second deck, starboard

Frames 142 to 152 - Sprung

Yo, 7
Frame

No, 7

hold, second deck, port
142 to 148 - Sprung

hold, third deck, starboard

Frapes 142 to 146 - Sprung
No, 7 hold, third deeclk, port

Frame

147 - Small hole, shoredup

Page 4 = Enclosure (A)
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USS STOKES (AKA68)
CONFIDENTIAL
AKAG8/(sfs)
Sabject: Action report for the Iwo Jima Operation

(p) Paravane chain - Shoe downhaul parted by LSM coming alongside.
Should be replaced with high carbea steel type, DBuShips ltr
881-2(620)EN28/A2-11 dated 20 Sept, 1944)

(q) #1 20MM gun shield crushed inboard,

(r) Two boat booms, port and starboard sides carried away by LSM's
in approach to ship's side,

PART VI

A, No comments,

B, BSee report anti-aircraft action report by surface ship (enclosure (B)
0, Amphibious Action

(1) Troope and cargo.

(a) l'h:ll.‘; ship embarked 143 officers and enlisted men on 17 January
19 |

(b) Troops were embarked at Hilo and disembarked at Iw Jima,
19 Fetmuary to 28 Felruary, 1945,

(¢) The total amount of cargo was 2500 tons consisting of 116 ve=
hicles, ammnition, rations, gasoline, water, and various other
combat cargo.

(d) Cargo was all loaded at Eilo, T.H. on the dates including 13
to 18 Jannary 1945 and was discharged during Iwo Jima operations,
starting 19 February 1945,
COMMENT: During the unloading of cargo at Iwo Jima, difficulty wase
experienced in getting sufficient men to handle cargo, Work-
ing parties had to be supplied to all LCM's, LSM's, LST's, and
LCT's that loaded cargo, Most of the time only very few Marines
were helping to discharge, As they were disembarked the mumber
decreased until an inadequate amount was on board to finish,

(2) (a) This vessel carries eight LCM's, 15 LCVP's, and 1 LOVP(L),
All boats were used on Deday, After Deday only LOM's were used
to any extent to disgcharge cargo, The LOVP(L) was used Yy the
beat group commander, After D.day two smoke boats (LCVP) were
kept standing bty and two salvage boats (LCVP) were standing by
and assisting at the deach, .

r-;os-m1.-u(;j ' 4 019756




USS STOKES (AKAGS)

CONPIDENTIAL
AKA68/(efs)

Subject:
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3.

1.

Ts

Action report for the Iwo Jima Operation

(b) Bight LCM's and eleven LCVP'g were unloaded x'th booms and eix
LOVP's were unloaded from welin davits, Some difficulty was
experienced im unloading all boats on account of heavy swell,

At times there was great strain on all falls, to the extent of
being dangerous, This ship 1s not provided zmd could not be
obtained at Charleston, Norfolk, Cristobal, or Pearl Harbor

Navy Yards) with any swivel hooks, Boats were all discharged from

ship in twenty-five minutes,
(e) Control of landing craft was good considering the conditions,

No comment,

(a) A very emall amount of cargo was unloaded in ship's boats.
This was due to poor conditioms on the beach, LOM's were used
mostly for Z&ischarge.

(b) This ship handled more than its share of casnalties., No other
comments,

In general the performance of radar both SA and SG was good,

8G proved to be of a great deal of assistance for station keeping
and daring smoke screen operations, Good results were obtained for
tracking, and alr search,

No comment: No deceptive measures were taken by this vessel,

Some difficulty was experienced with IFF performance due to ine
terference,

No comment,

Commmaications in general were good,

At times smoke deception was good, In gemeral - not so good,

No comment.

No comment,

A capacity load of fresh and dry vegetables were loaded at Pearl,
Spare parts for boats was sufficient except in a few cases of casting
breaks,

This vessel handled 86 casualties - entirely too many, Officers gave

up their room as the ship only has a sixebed sick bay and one docter.
Medical Department performance was excellemt,

Page 6 - Enclosure (A) 4 01975
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USS STOKRS (AXA6S)

CASUALTY REPORT OF MEMEERS OF CREW OF USS STOKES
AS A RESULT OF ACTION AT IWO JIMA FROM 19 FEBRUARY

1945 to 2 MARCH 1945

At 2000 on 23 February 1945 a 20mm shell hit the gum platform
of the aft port 4Omm gun injuring the following four mem:

OXENFORD, William Huber 249.76=96
SWETERLITSCH, John Louis 9961663
FINNEY, Charlis Raymond 978-45-11
DUNN, Ira Jr, srs-h5~a6

The above mentioned men were given firet aid on the spot by a
hoespital corpsman who was on duty on the main deck aft, The following are
the findings and dispositions of these four ment

For: all four ment

Not misconduct, Not EPTE, Duty
1, Within command
2, Work
3. Negligence not spparent
. Patlents were at their guns during alr attack when 20mm
shell hit in gun mount, expleding.

DUNN, IRA JR,
(1)  Battle casualty: Seriously wounded in action
(2) Diagnosist Wounds mmltiple (R, groin) #2564 KL (K)
E?‘; Prognosis: Serious
Patient treated for shock, dressed, and later trans-
ferred to hospital ship AFH«2 Decamse of evident damage
to femeral artery. Tramsferred to hospital ship 2-26-45,

FINNEY, Charlie Raymond
(1) Battle Casualty: Seriously wounded in actien
(2) Diagnosis: Wound fragment (Rt, foot) #2584 KL (K)
(3) Prognosist Serious. Foot amputated 2 inches above ankle

OXENFORD, William Huber
(1) Battle casmalty: Slightly wounded inaction. Does not
require hospitalization,
(2) Diagnosist Wound fragment rt, leg #2584 KL (X)
(3) Prognosis: PFavorable, Wound dressed and man returned
to duty,

4 01975
Page 7 = Enclosure (a) 8



USS STOKES (AKAGS)

SVETERLITSCH, John Louis
(1) Battle casualtyt: Slightly wounded in action, Does not
require hospitalization,
52; Disgnosist Wound fragment neck #2584 KL (K)
3) Prognosist Favorable, Wound dressed and man returned
to duty,

= G Qs O O Qe Ot O Ooes Orme

Two men are missing in action, They were members of the boat
group and were seen to be injured sev Iy memebers of the orew of their
boat, As the medical depertment has no positive proof of death they are
hereby reported misseing in action, diagnoeis and disposition unknown until
further infermation ie secured from other sources,

WALKER, George William, 783-70-62
(1) Type of casualty: Migsing in action, presumed to be

the result of enemy action

(2) 19 February 1945, Iwo Jima

SPENCER, Duval Ray
(1) Type of casualty: Missing in action, presumed to
be the result of enemy action,
(2) 19 Felruary 1945, Iwo Jima

Page § ~ Enclosure (A)




‘I' ‘I'CENTIDIFTIAL

ANTI-AIRCRAFT ACTION RBY SURFACEZ SHIPS
Loecation of ship.}.'g -":I::".‘n .‘ZQL’;:;I; -152&-:&;35 Y U. 8. 8, .ST'J:‘;S .LA:':A ns} rrsenen o.o »

Date .I.; .?i’o‘a:’;‘b-‘i_‘l’ EEEEEENE] 19”‘."..

VOTES

(a) REPEL ATTACK FIRST--Then collect data for this report|

(b) Do not "gun deck" this report--if data cannot be estimated with reasonable
accuracy enter dash in space for which nn data is available,

(¢) These sheets are to be filled out immediately after action is comnleted
with data available from ghip's log, memory, and consultation with shio's
officers, Information ie essential in order that the effectiveness of our
equipment can be determined, Where dnta is of doubtful aceuracy fill in
with general terms. The obtaining of this information must not be allowed
in any way to adversely affect the handling of equinment during action.

_j——

1, Surprise attack (yes oF N0) +vdheecrsreveses

2. llethod picking plane up (Radar, binoculers, naked eye) .. ¢¥wh.ceicveiaavee

———y

(If by Bader !tatﬂ tw‘ Of lﬂt) .'qu.'..ald...-.'.lil.;[']:"i"}‘uf;;.'.-'.l....

(a) Lookout(s) or special equipment detector operator(s):

(R A R R R R T EE ] Arasad T iasrnsgen u.otsc:c‘l‘--ao-ol'
(17ame) (Rate) (Service ITo.)
made initial contact b}' .;W-. I.I‘:}emf.s."ﬂlé.l. ------ seRBREBERRSERD

(Sound), (radar), (sMsp), ('AD), (Sight)
3« Range plane was picked up (50 miles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less 5 miles)dlaicdec
U Tk BT BREBOE it totoonerineivanssadsdoin
5« Tyre of plane (Fighter, scout, dive-bomber )@ iy, FeibiPype of attackesssssss

6+ Speed & altitude (Figh and frst, intermediate ani {ast, 1o and fast, high
and slow, intermediate and slow, lew and slow) ... S lediele sl Fapl,. ...,

71 Gm' firing '}r_'cﬁilllttcoilalo 31!0 EC‘.&.}"O:&L.-.--.. W\lﬂ!ber ;‘rhogi&h;’m}m’
Method of control e d P M eevereseresces Hothod sPOLLING oot Tecoasrsosncnsass

8,  Ammunition expendedSf.Foupia, JOiL, 1376, rounds 20N

9. Percent service allowance expended .. s F.eeesecevseaves
10. Approximate time tracking to first shot Frivievivrrvenes
18, Approximat time of fArst hits e.ooveseveiiovecrernveness

12, Approximate time first shot to last shot .¢.Pitvbes.eess a 019-..?5

|0




. -

13. Approximate position angle open fire s iivssierirrecses
14, Approximate position cemse fire .......Q?i............,

Qs

15, Aomroximate bearing first shot ..,cevvevoiosvrnnsvssnne

16. Aporoximate bearing last shot ........ 0% . eevvivsrenes

17« Aoproximate range first shot sscescecseiessscssssrsnsnas

16. Anproximate renge last shob ..veee....iTeosnse.sssranns

19. Ap»oroximate altitude of domd rclefs8e vilvervecsscsscas "yPE DOMD 4o iToiensse

20, Anoroximite range torpedo release ..., .Tvescseessses Size of tornedo JST..s

2l, Hits on ghip eewvecrsasesses s shin strafed JlQ.... SiZe ZUN sesseearssene

22+ Number near Domd misses seviseevssos Casualties from near misses +o S eveans

23+ Planes shot dOWn=-sure sssvsececcss P08SSible oo iTiuvee.s DAMAZE sevusvrasnes
BY YBAE Bi%0 BN ssisvocucistnonsbonesont

24, Details of damage to turget by gunfire if AvVALlable euivecvscrescervennsssns
L N R R R Y R A A R
[ R R I R R R R R R R N R R R R e e O N

25. Performance of ammunition (Excellent, good, bad, POOT) ... ¢9%i.essessecanes

26, Pattern sizes (Large, small exCessive) e..oeeseimantlH o iieesrtssenes
SYETCH
(a) Indicate direction of atteck relative ship's head,
(b) Show relative vosition of sun,

(e) 1Indieate own mancuvers.

4 01975 1
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USS STOKES (AKAGE)

AZAGE/B6/(nJ1) FLEBT Post Office
San Franclaco, Cal.

CASUALTY RAPCRT OF CREW OF
U.S.5. STOEES (AKA-68)
As a Regult of Action nt
IWO SHIMA, 23 Fabruery 19U5

The USS STOKES (AKAGE) wns anchored 2000 yerds off the
beach of IWO SHINA, Volcanic Islands, particinating in unloading opere-
tions during the attack and occupation of that island,

At 2014 on 23 February 1915, while enmemy planes were Over=
head, and ghipe and shore batteries were participating in antiaireraft
fire, a 20mm ghell hit the gun platform of the aft pert LOmm gun injuring
four members of the sun crew., The 20mm ghell =spparently ceme from the
barrage fire of the surrounding shins.

4 01975
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comimrTLAL
AXAGS/ (ofs)
01l

Froam:
To:
Yia:

Subject:

References:

Enclesure:

Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Cal,
23 April 19u5

]
O

The Commanding Officer

The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet

(1) ™e Commander Transport Division 48

(2) T™e Commender Transport Squadron 16

(a) The Commander Amphibious Forces, US Pacific Flest
(4) The Commender FIFTH Fleet

(5) T™he Commander in Chief, US Pacifie Fleet

and Pacific Ocean Areas
Action Report for the Okinawa Operation, Submission of
(a) US Navy Regulations 1920, Articles 712, 874(6)

(b) Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter
1CL-U4s

(A) Subject Beport, .-

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b) the subject action report

is enclosurs

(4).

G. W. GRABER

ADVANCE COPIES:

122306

Cominch (1)
Comphidepac (1)
Cincpac (3)



"R

Uas STOKES (AXAGS) @
-

AXAGE/(efe)

Sudject: Actien Repert for the Okinawa Operatiea
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PART ONE

No remarks. Covered in Divislon Commander's report,
PART TWO

Ne remarks, Covered in Division Commander's report,
PART THREE

This vessel operated with the expeditionary force floating reserve, Transport
Division U8,

Departed Ulithi, Caroline Islands, 4 April 1945 with Transport Group 51,3 (Trans
Ron 16) and arrived 9 April 1945, BEnceuntered no enemy action enroute,

On 9 April 1945 on arrival Transport Area Okinawa anchored at 1125. At 1555
started to discharge cargo. Ship on condition 1-Able, At 1842 enemy aircraft
reported approaching. Went to Genersl Quarters (on Flash Red). At 1937 planes
reported returning., 6ecured from Genmeral Quarters and went te condition l-Able,
Continued discharging carge, No enemy ection by this vessel,

10 April: Anchored as the day before, Continued discharging cargo. At 0719
enemy aircraft reported approaching, Went to General Quarters. OT49 secured
from General Quarters, Set condition l-Able and continued diecharging cargo
into ICM's and LCVP's, Wind and swell increasing, Droppel port anchor with
50 fathoms of chain, All availadle doats taken adoard, No enemy action by
this vessel thie day,

11 April: Anchored as the day before, Port and starboard anchors out., ILaunched
all doats except davit boats and continued discharging cargo, 1022 flash red
(ememy aircraft reported approaching), 1045 flash white, Secured from General
Quarters, set condition l-Able and continued discharging cargo, At 1827 flash
red (enemy aircraft reported), Went to Ceneral Quarters, 1916 secured from
General Quarters, At 1925 hove up port anchor, Weatner moderating, aé coo~
flash red (enemy aireraft reported), Went to General Quarters, At 2105 secured
from General Quarters on flash white, Continued discharging cargoe, No enemy

action encountered by this vessel,

12 April: Anchored as the day before, 0057 flash blue, control green, 0105
flash vhite, At O340 flash red, control green, Went to General Quarters, At
O34l eontrol yellow, At OMUT commenced f iring at enomy plane identified as
YBetty". Illuminated by searchlights. At OULZ ceased firing., Ammnition ex-
pended: 120 rounds 20MM and 30 rounds 4OMM, At 0618 flash white, control green,
Secured from general quarters and set condition 1-Able, At 0805 continued dis-
charging cargo. At 1533 flash red, General Quarters, 1720 seccured from General
Quarters, set condition 1-Abdle and continued discharging cargo. At 1946 flash
red, CGeneral Quarters, 2215 flash vhite, Secured from general mrtgl. Rt
Set condition 1-Able, Continued discharging cargo, 053

ENCLOSUER (A) - Page 1
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- USS Sivane \memud/ =

CONFIDENTIAL
AKABS/(efe)
Bubject: Action Report for the Okinawa Operation

13 April: Anchored as the day bdefore. At 0314 flash dlge, control yellow,

At 0317 flash red, contrel yellovw, Gencral quarters. At 0333 flash dlue, con-
trol green. 0620 flash white, control green, set conditjon l-Able and continued
discharging cargo, At 1443 got underway and shifted bderth dy order of port
director, At 1505 anchored in berth LY in 22 fathoms of water with 75 fathoms
of chain to starboard anchor, At 1515 contimued discharging cargo, At 1745
flash red, control green. Went to general guarters, At 1758 flash white,
socured from general quarters, Continued discharging cargo. A4t 1940 flash red,
control yellow, general quarters, At 2238 flash white, centrol green, secured
from general quarters &nd set eondition l-Able, Continued discharging carge,

Fo enemy action encountered by this vessel,

14 April: Anchored as the day bdefore., 0333 flash blue, ocontrol green, A% 0421
flash white, control green. At 0904 flash red control groen, general quarters.
0913 flash white, secured from genmeral quarters, sct condition l-Able and continue
discharging cargo, 4%t 1020 AKA22 reported fire aboard. This ship called away
fire and reecue party im compliance with orders from C.T.G, 51,3. At 1031 fire
reported under control, Secured fire and rescue party. At 1120 flash red
control green, general quarters, 1138 flash white, secured from genoral quar-
ters, set condition l-Able and continued discharging cargo, At 1921 flash red
control green, gencral quarters, 1987 flash white, seoured from genoral quar-
ters, Set condition l-Able, continued discharging cargo., No cnemy action em-
countered by this ship,

15 April: Anchored as the day bdefore, 0835 flash red, conkrol green, general
quarters, 0855 flash white, sceured from genemal quarters, sct condition l-Adle,
continued discharging cargo. At ;2& observed five minutes of silence for prayer
in memorium of the late President of the United States, Franklin D, Roosevelt,

At 1825 flash red, general quarters, At 2225 flaesh white, secured from geperal
quarters, ‘set condition l-Able comtinued discharging cargs. No enemy action em-
eouatered by this ahip,

16 April: Anchored as the day before, 0217 flash red, general guarters, 03Q9

_#1ssk Mes aamfpol green, At 0352 flash red, control green. At O4M3 fladh dlue,

gontrol green, OULY. flash red, control green, OS04 flash blue, eontrol greea.

0532 flash white, control green, Secured from general quarters, set condition

1-Able and continued diseharging cargo, O6US flash red, control green, gemer-

al quarters, At 0659 flash white, secured from general quarters, set condition

1-Adle and contimued discharging cargo, At 094l flash red, general quartern,

At 1041 flash white, Secured from gememal quarters and sontinued discharging

oargo. At 1055 reported 100% discharged. Commenced hoisting aboard all avail-

sble doats and prepared for sea, At 1514 secured from condition l-Able and set

watches on condition II, 1844 flash red, general quarters. 1906 secured from

general quarters, set condition II, 1929 flash red, general quarters, At

1950 flash white, sceured from general quarters, set capdition II, 20LE flsek

sed, general quarters. At 2113 flash vhite, sccured fgom general quarters, set

condition II, No eneay actioa encountercd by this sh 5 054
53_ b

1
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CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: Action Report for the Ckinawa Operation
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17 April: Anchored as before, At 0242 flash red, general quarters. O304
flash white, secured from general quarters, set condition II, At 2025 flash
red, general quarfers, Low flying planes passed directly over ehip (unidenti-
fied), At 2239 flash white, sccured from general quarters, o cnemy action by

this vessel,

18 April: Anchored as the day before, Continued on ship's routine work for
the day. At 1930 flash red, control green, general quarters, At 2055 flash
wvhite, control green, secured from general quarters, sct condition II, Yo enemy

action this day,

19 April: Anchored as the day before, At 0820 stationed special sea details

and prepared to got underway, 0833 underway on various courses and speecds,
Joined unit of navy and merchant ships under command of Convoy Commodore Captain

Walton in Sea Runner, Left area of Okinawa, This day cnds uncventful,
PART 1V

AMMUNITION EXPENDED

A, (a) 120 rounds 20MM
30 rounds LOMM
1.5% of allowance expended

(b) Tire discipline was good
Commanicatione good
Local control

(¢) Yo hite so far as was observed

PART V
No comment,

PART VI
4, Yo comment on surface gunnery opemations,
3, Yo comment on air operations,
C. 4mphibious Action

(1) Troops and Cargo

(a) This ship embapked nine officers and onme hundred thirty-nine on-
listed men of Pattery "B" 106th F.A, Battalion, and one officer
and twenty-nine enligted men of 152nd Engineers of Combat Battalion;
I en2isted mem of the 27th Quartermaster Company; one officer end

o g
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Subject: Aotion Report for the Okinawe Opemation

seventeen enlisted men of the 27th Comdat Salvage Company; two
enlisted men of the Headquarters Company 165th Engineere (C)
Group; seven enlisted men of Company "C" 102nd Engineers (C)
Battalion; one officdr and twenty enlisted men of the L5th Q.M.
War Dog Platoon; and 23 war dogs; and ope navy enlisted man of
the Military Government Detachment- a jotal of twelve officers
and 9wo hundred nineteem enlisted men of which sixty enlisted
mpen were maintained as ship's platoon,

(b) Troops were embarked 25 March 195 a$ Espiritu Santos and dis-
embarked 16 April 1945 as was requized, Ship's platoon was dis-
embarked 16 April 1945, all at Okinawa,

(¢) The total cargo amounted to 1950 tons consisting of 103 vehicles,
rations, ammnition, and gencral supplies, Cargo was loaded
25 March 1945 at Espiritu Santos and dismcharged ovcr the period
of 10 April and 16 April 1945,

(1) Cargo vas stowed §n e scmi-commercjal type of loading delow
decks utilizing all ship's holds, 411 cargo except vehicles
wvas discharged using yard and stay rigging, Vohicles were
discharged with thirty ton dooms.

(2) landing Craft

(a) This vessel carries eight LCN'y, 15 LCVPle, and 1 LCVP(L), LCWP
wvas used throughout the discharging of cargo at the coatrol doat
(as directed), LCM's end LCYP's were used throughout the discharg-
ing of cargo to tmneport cargo to beaches,

(b) ICM's and ten LCVP's were launched with thirty-ton booms, six
ICVP's were digolarged from Welin davite, No difficulty vas ex-
periencéd in this opemiica,

(¢) 1In general, control of landing craft was good,
(3) Mineswesping: No comment,

(k) landing of Troops and Cargot! landing craft was used for discharging
cargo., Troops which wore landed were also landed in ship's bdoate,

(5) Casualtics: This vessel is equipped to handle a small amount of casual-
ties having a sick day of six beds, Stokes stretchers and army litters
are located throughout the ship and equipped with dattle dressings and
blankets, No shore casualties were yeceived on doard in thie operation,

5 Xy
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject: Action Report for the Okinawa Operation

D. 1, DHadar

(a) Condition of Equipment: The SA-2 radar appeared to be operating at
peak efficlency during our time in the Okinawa area, It had been tuned
up by a company representative about three weeks previous to our arri-
val at Okinawa, All necessary replacements of tubes had been made,

() Performsmce: Altheugh the SA~2 was in good operating condition, the
following limitations often interfered with our obtaining dependable
plots of enemy aircraft:

(1) Whenever we attempted to track raide over land masses at any dis-
tance vhatever, we found it to be a very exceptional case where the
target Ppip was strong enough to be observed above the land mass
indication, Since there were land targets over a wide range of
bearings in the Okinawa area, this fact was a freguent cause of
our losing track of targets,

(2) Due to the inherent limitations of the set regarding mpximum range,
we were seldom able to obtain dependable tracke on targets over
L5 miles, We rarely observed any targets over 65 miles distant,

(3) One of the main difficulties concerned the detection of low flying
plares, It was not unusual for planes flying somewhat under 1000!
to come in undetected, even though their approximate bearing had
been reported,

The BM-IFF equipment gave variabdle performance, Occasionally we
obtained strong indications with a minimum of fading interval while
at other times the signal would be so weak and the fade zone so
prolonged that it might take 4 or 5 minutes to identify a friendly
Plane,

(e) Jamming: We fﬂquontiy observed some sort of electronic jamming,
Thie ocourred duilig ajr 7ails anld o 4hs Meavisz of the reidine nlanas
It appeared at frequent intervals lasting about & minute or so at a time,
The time Dase vibrated up and down while a gi'nt deal of interference
appeared above it, The interference was not uaniform along the whole
length of the time bDase. Although this jamming interfered consideradly
with the detection of new targets, it did not completely prohibit track-
ing targets which had already been observed, The anti-jamming controls
were not effective in reading through the jamming, Although frequent
reporte of the use of Window were received, we never detected any indi-
cations of it on our screen,

(Note): The SG gave its usual satisfactory performance, It was not
found practicable to employ the SCG for tracking luow-flying planes bde-
cause of the numerous surface targets and land masses in the immediate
vioinity.

ENCLOSURE (A) - Page 5

S O:s-f'a.-;.‘-é




USS STOKES (AKA6S)
AKAGE/ (ef2) Q Q

CONTIDENTIAL
Subdbject: Action Repart for the Okinawa Operation

2. Communications: Secondary (Jump) Fox receptién was generally good by
copying MPX (Honolulu) direct, 8250 ECS was & good steady frequency.
A higher frequency during the day and a lower one at night were used as
standdbys, Signal from Ouam not dependable due to bad keying on all fre-
quencies, Reception on tactical CW circuit (LUl end 385 KCS) was good,
Circuit discipline on all voice ¢lrcuits was improved over previous oper-
ation, Reception generally good,

3. The use of smoke was satisfactory to the extent that boats tied up along-
side could not de seen to be loaded,

4, Visual tangents and radar provided accurate piloting in the area, Results
from loran equipment was not accprate, only fair,

5. No comment,

6. A capacity load of fresh and dry provisions was taken aboard at Espiritu
Santos on 20 Merch 1545. Small size rope and wire was obtained at Santos
and an adequate supply of boat spares was received,

A total of 2000 gmllons of fog oil was used in this operation, and gaso-
line at the rate of about 1 gallon to every 15 gallons of fog oil,

A heavy drain on ship's store stock was experienced, LST's and LSM's made
demands and were served,

7. Medical Deparfment was in all respects ready to receive casualties, None
were sent on .

PART V11
No comments,
PART VIII

Coneilderable difficulty wae experienced in doats not returning to the ship for
several hours, This was in many cases on account of tidal conditions, eand a
priority list for unloading of ship's boats, This ship had a twenty-tour hour
duty boat at the beach with a competent officer to see that boats were in place
and ready to load on order,

ENCLOSURE (A) ~ Page 6




R, L.-u‘i;_;_:T NO l%-z

USS STOKES (AKA6S)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisce, Cal,

14 July 1945
AKA68/ (efs)
Serial: Ol
CONFIDENTIAL
Yrom: The Commanding Officer
To: The Cemmander in Chief, U, §, Fleet
Via: (1) SI¥ - 53 - Commander J, H, Hughes
USS KINGSBURY (APA177)
(2) The Commander, Amphibious Forces, U, S, Pacific Fleet
(a) The Commender, FIFTH Fleet
(4) The Commander in Chief, U, 8, Pacific Fleet and
Pacific Ocean Areas
Subject: Action Report, Veyage from Seattle to Eniwetok and onward routing

to Ivo Jima K6 Kozin Group, 16 June to 11 July 1945

References: (a) U, S, Navy Regulatioms, 1920, Art, 712, 874(6)
(v) Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet Confidential 1tr 1CL45

Enclosure:  (A) Sudject report -p.>
" In accordance vith references (a) and (b) the subject sction
report is enclosure (4), '

¢, W, GRAEER

AIRMAIL

Advance Copiles:
Cominch (1)

ComBhidePac (1)
Cincpac (3)(No copy to be forwarded with original)
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US§ STOKES (AKA68)

CONFIDENTIAL
ACTION REPORT

Baged on a Voyage Ordered by AdComPhidePac
Via Commander Westvern Sea Frontier, Cargo
Consisting of Vehicles, Gasoline & Lube 04l

PART I - BRIEF SUMMARY

No remarks, Covered by commander convoy - 0,T.C,

PART II = PRELIMINARIES

No remarks, Covered dy commander convoy - 0,T,C,

PART III - CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT

This veesel operated independently from Seattle, Washington to
Saipan, thence under S.I.W, - 53 - Commander Hughes in USS KINGSBURY (APA177).

16 June 19u5:

Departed Seattle, Washington at 0942 and proceeded indevendently, arriving

at Eniwetok 29 June at 1150, zone -12 time and date, On 27 June at 1312, zone
-12, exercised crews of 5" - 38 and test-fired. Expended twelve rounds 5" - 318
MK 53-Mod-2-Tot 2170, General drills were conducted as required,

was uneventf. ., ZEncountered no enemy action or contacts,

30 June 1945 (Zone time -12)
Attended to necessary logietics and departed Eniwetok 1831,

Dia, 1940, o enemy contacts,

3 July 1945 (Zone time -10)

This voyage

Proceeded towards
Salpen, speed fifteen knots and zig-zagged in aocordance with plan 11, U.S,

The period covered between 1 July and 3 July 1945 was uneventful, Encountered

no enemy action, 1700 anchored at Saipan (Berth L-64),

4 July 1945 (Zone -10)

Anchored ms before in berth L-64, Saipan in 16 fathome of water with 90 fathoms
of chain, starboard anchor, Two LCVP'g lowered for messenger purposes,
0615 z - received orders to attend sailing conference at Port Director's office,

1000 X 5 July, Day ends uneventfully,

5 July 1945 (Zone =10)

Anchored as before, 1000 K attended sailing conference at Port Director's
office, Commander J. H, Hughes, 0,7,C, designated S,I.W, - 53 including USS
KINGSBURY (APA177), USS SUFFOLK (AKA69), USS STOKDS (AKA68), and USS PRESLEY
(DE371) cscort, Ship'e logistice have been obtained as wae necessary, 1553 K
ship underway and proceeded via channel and snti-gubmarine net exit to point '~
Oboe. Joined formation as proscribed and proceeded on voyage to Iwo Jima.
Direction 0,7,C, in KINGSBURY, 5 July to 7 July enroute to Iwo Jima, Passage

uneventful, ¥No enemy contacts,

Enclosure (L)’- Pago 1

&,

P04oVs

R




CONFIDENTIAL USS STOKES (AKA68)

Subject: Action Report, Seettle-Iwo Jima, 16 Juno to 11 July 1945

e wm e e e Em mm wm Am R Em e e e e e e R R e MR W Re e e W e O mm s e m wm em mm em e W e

7 July 1945 (Zone =10)

Arrived Iwo Jima, Anchored in berth 169 at 1316 - 10 zone time in 12 fathoms
of water with starborrd anchor, 60 fathoms of chain. At 1900 launched 2ll
boate and commenced discharging cargo at 2100 into LCT's, Continued discharg-
ing cargo throughout the night, Three fiftcen-man working parties were furn-
ichod to assist unloading by Port CGroup Commander, MNo enemy action,

3 July (Zome -10)

\uchored as before in berth 169, Iwo Jima, Continued discharging cargo inmto
ST s as they became available, The supply of LCT's was inadequate, There
was a moderate ewell all this day, Ship's boats started to land vehicles.at
1700 and continued until sunset, Threoe fiftecn-man gangs were furnighed by
2ort Group Commander, No enemy action,

8 iy (Zone -10)

‘nchnored as before berth 169, Iwo Jima, Continued discharging cargo as LCT's
Jecame available, Ship'e boats aesisted dy carrying vehicles only, Discharg-
irg very much delayed, No LCT's available, Port Group Commander would not
receive any cargo in ICM's except vehicles, Ship at 1200 only had drume of
gasoline and oil to discharge., Three fifteen-man gangs were furnished to assist

discharging, No enemy action,

10 July (Zone -10)

Anchored as hefore, berth 169, Iwoc Jima, Discharging cargo on LCT, 5 hold,
gascline., 0100 finished discharging cargo. One fifteen-man gang worked #5
hold, 1503 commenced loading crated aireraft engince, 2125 finished loading
aircraft enginos, (Those ongines are enroute to States,) No enemy action,

PART 1V - ORDNANCE

22 June 1945
Conducted routine test-firing of 5" - 38 projectiles, nose fuze, Mc, 53, Mod,
2, Lot 2170, These teste were conducted in accordance with OP 1480, with the
following rosults:

Rounds fired - Twelve

Normal 76%
Premature
Dud 16%

PART V — DAMAGE

Yo commont

PAKT VI - SPECIAL COMENTS AND INFORMATION
A, To comment on surface gunnery opcrations,

B, Yo comment on air operatione, - 7%00‘
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CONFIDBHTIAL USS STOKDS (AXA68)

Subjoct: Action Report, Seattle-Iwo Jima, 16 June to 11 July 1945

C. AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS

1. Troops end Cargo
(a) Yo troope (officere or enlisted)

(b) Yo comment

(¢) The total cargo amcunted to 995 short tons consisting of vehicles,
gasoline, and lube oil, Cargo wes all loaded at Seattle "ash, over
a peried from 11 June to 15 June and discharged over a period of

7 July to 9 July 1945 ot Iwo Jima,

(1) Cargo was stowed in a semi-commercial tyve of loading below
docks utilizing all ship's holds, Most vehicleos were discharged
with thirty and ten-ton booms, Other cargo by yard and stey,

2. Landing Craft
(a) This vessel carries eight LCM's and 15 LCVP's and 1 LCVP(L),

Ship's LCl's were used to assist discharging cargo,

(») LCM's and LCVP's wore launched prior to discharging carge with
their respective gear, Note: Ten-ton, thirty-ton booms and
welin devite, No difficulty was exporienced,

(e) In general, contrecl of landing craft wes good,

3. Mineswerping: Yo comment
4, Cargo was landed in LCT's and ship's LCh's, (No troops,)

5. Casualties: Thie vessol is equivo-d to handle a small amcunt of
casualtice having a sick bay of eix beds, Strechers and army litters
are located throughout the ship end equipned with battle dressings

and blankets,

D. 1, BRalaR

(a) Condition of Equipment: Both the SG end SA-2 radar scte werc
in gocd operating econdition during the trip from Seattle, Vash,
to Iwo Jima, both sets having been thoroughly checkod over by
techniclans from radio maintenance office at Seattle,

(b) Performance: The following comments ere in crder concerning the
performance of the S5G redar; 'hen et a distance of 80 to 100
miles from the Olympic Mounteins of Washington Stetc off the
West Const, many second sweep ochoes woro evident on the scope
due to roflictions from these mountaine which risec to 82000 foot,

Rain squells, cloud forme tions and othor weather disturdencoe

wore in groater evidence on tho scope than ususl during ¢ good
part of this trip, frequontly anveering sharp cnough to be mistaken

for mrface targots, .
Sovorsl cargo shipe were picked up ot ranges of approxubtaly

40,000 yards,
70660%
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(2) Air Search (SA-2) Radar: Plance wore unm;lly dotoeted initially at
50 miles, scldom at rangos greater than this, Cood tracke could bo
obtaincd within this renge, Frequently planes wero detocted botween
Eniwotok and Saipen which showcd ne IFF although thoy were lator
idontificd visually 2s fricndly,

(¢) JAMMING:
(1) Yo evidence of jemming wes noticed at any time,

(2) S-nondary (Jump fox) reccption was good shroughout the voysge, Yo
difficulty wes experionccd in roceiving on eny of the frequencics
used, Copicd NPM (Honolulu) direct most of the time, but found. that
the signal from NPM (Guam) was also donendable,

¥o difficulty was expc rienced on the other CW circuits employed,
No ovidence of jamming, Recentions cn voice circuits were good,

Visual communication was good,
3. No smoke screen was used during this movement,

4, Visual tengents and radar provided accurate piloting in the arca, Results
from Loran were not accurste, only fair,

5., ZEngincering: YNo comment ;

6, A cepacity load of fresh and dry provisions was taken abcard at Seattle

during lceding operations, and replenished at Saipen,
A total of 2500 gallons of fog oil is on board end ready fer use, Two

smoke generators and a supply of gasoline is also on board,
1SK's made demands for water and were served,

To liedical department was in ell respecte reedy to handle any casualties, Ione
wore exporionced,

PART VII - PZRSOINEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

No comments

PAL. VIII - LESSOWS LEARNED, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMIENDATIONS

This was a simplc mattor of diecharging carge, and was accomplished
by LCT'e from the Port Group Commender and ship's own boats (vchiclecs cnly),
The sva was moderate to smocth and no difficulty was oxperienced,

Discharging of cargo in my opinion could have bocen epecded up a grest
deal if ship's LCM's wore allowed to discharge such cargo as drume and cane
a8 thoro was no eurf on tho beach and this carge ceuld be rolled cnto the boach
by manpowor, LCM's wero uscd cnly to dischargo vehieles, With good diepateh
of ICT'e and ship'e boats this cargo could heve boen diechargod in thirty-six
houre, Tho actual time taken wes fifty-two hours,

The working gange sent to the ship by Port Group Commender made a vory
poor showing as far ae work was concorned due principally to lack of suporvision,
The ship furniehed winchmen, gangway mon and mon on tho steadying linos,
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