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CONFIDENTIAL . T .

WAR DIARY
USS NEW HANOVER (AKA=T3)
ATTACHED TO COMFHIBSTRAIANT

22 December 1944. (Zone # 4)
Commissioned ship at Pier H-4, Navy Yard, Charleston, S.C. Continued
receiving stores and commissioning allowance outfit.

23 December 1944,
At 1621 underway shifting berth to Fier A, Navy Yard, Charleston, S.C.

23 = 25 December 1944.
Moored to Fier A, Navy Yard, Charleston, S.C, Continued receiving stores
and comnissioning allowance outfit,

25 December 1944,

At 1408 underway shifting berth to Clyde Mallory Docks 2 and 3, Cooper
River, Charleston Harbor.

25 = 28 December 1944.

Moored to Clyde Mallory Docks 2 and 3, Cooper River, Charleston Harbor.
Continued receiving stores and commissioning allowance outfit,

28 December 1944.
Underway to deperming dock, Cooper River, Charleston Harbor.

29 December 1944,

At OE2€ underway to swing ship, make degaussing run tests and take
official photographs, Standard speed 15 knots, 75 RFM's, Exercised crew
at abandon ship stations and fire quarters while steaming to a point 25 miles
south of fairway buoy "2CA". Conducted structural test firing of all guns.
At 1832 returned to Fier H-4, Navy Yard, Charleston, S.C.

30 = 31 December 1944,
Moored to Fier H-4, Navy Yard, Charleston, S.C,
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WAR DIARY
USS NBY HANOVER (AKA=73)
ATTACHED TO COMPHIBSTRALANT

1 January 1945. (Zone 4 )

At 0832 underway from Charleston, S.C. enroute to Norfolk, Va. cruising
independantly without escorf pursuant to orders of ComSixNavDist. At 1047
with buoy "2CA" bearing 030" T., distant 300 yards, took departure from seaward
end of swept channel and set course 010° T., standard speed 15.5 knots, 80 RFM's.
After clearing the lea of land course 010° was set, with sea amount 5, swell 4,
from 143° T., wind force 8, from 170° T, Ship rolled 28° to 30° on this heading,
necessitating zig zagging along course until loose gear was well secured.

Position 1200 2000

latitude 32° = 42' N 3% - 38.5' N
Longitude TP =28'W T =13'W
2 January 1945.

Steaming as before. At 1305 sighted Fairway buoy # off Cape Henry, Va.,
bearing 307°, distant 23 miles, At 1645 entered swept channel. At 1822 anchored
in Berth 4, Hampton Roads. ,

Position 0800 1200

latitude 35° = 39°N 3% - [2' N

Longitude e =L43v W UC -6 W
3 Jamary 1945.

Anchored as before. At 1520 Captain D.F.J. SHEA, USN, and inspection
board came aboard and made materiel inspection, accompanied by Commarnder T.L.
JERMANN, USNR, and shakedown inspection party. At 1650 inspection board and
shakedown inspection party left ship.

4 Jamuary 1945.

At 0949 underway from Hampton Roads for shakedown cruise in Chesapeake
Bay, At 1212 completed swinging ship. At 1537 finished degaussing run. At
1540 anchored off Cape Charles City, Md.

5 Jamary 1945.

At 0746 underway in contimation of shakedown cruise. At 0900 commenced
four (4) hours full power run, 95.1 RFM (18.6 knots) was peak hour average.
At 1401 obtained speed data from runs over measured mile off Kent Island. At
1614 anchored off Annapolis, Md.

6 January 1945.

At 0835 underway in contirmation of shakedown cruise., At 0905 continued
measured mile runs off Kemt Island. At 1420 manuvered ship to obtain tactical
data. This was done by taking constant bearings on two lighthouses and radar
range on one. The data when plotted on a manuvering board indicated tactical
diameter of approximately 800 yards. The data was not as accurate as that obtained
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WAR DIARY
USS NEW HANOVER (AKA-73)

7 Jamary 1945. (Zone 4+ ),

Anchored as before. gcheduled amphibious exercise cancelled because of
hazardous weather conditions; wind velocity 30 - 35 kmots, ice forming on
weather decks, and reduced visibility.

8 January 1945.

At 0904 comducted amphibious exercise consisting of simulated Ship to
Shore evolution. Ilanding craft crews appear wéll trained. Valuable experience
was gained by deck divisions in launching and receiving boats. At 1440 exercised
crew at general quarters, fire and rescue, boarding and salvage, abandon ship
stations, man overboard drill.

9 January 1945.

Anchored as before., At 0800 conducted amphibious exercises. At 1427
Lt.(jg) F.A. BIRMINGHAM, Officer in Charge and civilian party of 34 from
Incentive Division, USN, came aboard. At 1451 underway in continuation of shake-
down cruise in Chesapeake Bay. At 1636 conducted tests for tactical data. At
1826 anchored off Bull Neck, Md.

10 January 1945.

At 0821 underway in continuation of shakedown cruise, proceeding to firing
area., At 0932 commenced firing on surface target with 5" 38 and 20 MM batteries.
Civilian party was invited to participate in firing 20 MM, At 1400 commenced A.A.
firing drill with 5" 38, 4O MM and 20 MK batleries at drone and towed sleeve,
At 1650 ceased firing exercise. Total ammunition expended: 37 rounds 5" 38,
L6 rounds of 40 MM and 4407 rounds of 20 MM. Firing practice was considered
beneficial to training of gun crews. Several 5" 38 hits were observed on surface
target. One towed sleeve was shot down. At 1924 anchored off Cape Charles City, Va.

11 Jamuary 1945.

Anchored as before. At 0830 It.(Jjg) F.A. BIRMINCHAM, USNR, Officer in Charge
and civilian party of 34 left ship. At 0907 underway in continuation of shakedown
cruise. At 1045 conducted fueling at sea exercises and set course 190° T. enroute
to Norfolk Navy Yard. At 1633 moored starboard side to Pier A-1, Norfolk Navy
Yard, Portsmouth, Va.

12 = 16 January 1945.
Moored starboard side to Berth A-l, Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Va.,
for alterations and repairs and receiving commissioning allowance outfit. At
112/, underway from Norfolk Navy Yard for full power run. At 1335 turbine bearing in
overheated condition, concluded full power run. Chief Zngineer reported no

damage to turbine bearing, except carbon packing burned. At 1729 anchored Berth
25, Hampton Roads.
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WAR DIARY
USS NEW HANOVER (AKA-73)
ATTACHED TO COMSERVLANT

17 Jamuary 1945. (Zone +14)

Anchored as before. At 0832 underway shifting berth. At 0906 moored
starboard side to Pier 4, Berth 43, N.0.B., Norfolk, Va. At 1633 fire alarm
sounded. Fire in #2 hold aft, 3rd deck, in cargo net stowage. At 1637 first
stream of water at scene of fire., At 1650 Norfolk N.0.B. Fire Department
arrived and lead hoses aboard. At 1720 two Navy Yard tugs standing by to port
to assist getting in underway if necessary. At 1741 two openings cut in skin of
ship at frame 58 for better access to fire., Ship listed to port 8°. Draft,
forward 15' 7", aft 18' 10", At 1832 ATR 54 standing by to port to render
assistance if necessary. At 1837 fire extinguished. Fire damage estimated as
72 cargo nets destroyed, damage to mike coil degaussing cable, minor damage to
deck platings, side plating, electric lighting cable and fixtures and fire
alarm thermostats., Probable cause: Sparks from welding operations. Reference:
Commander J.R. HAINES, dispatch 18-1618 of January 1945 to ComServlant and
CorPhibsTralant.

18 = 23 Jamuary 1945.

Fire damage to ship and equipment being repaired by N.0.B., Norfolk.
Loading general cargo. Winch detail and cargo handling crews supplied by
N.0.B., Norfolk, from Pier 4, Berth 43, N.0.B., Norfolk, Va. On 23 Jamary
completed loading, having received 3300 tons general cargo.

2l, January 1945.

Moored as before. At 1059 underway enroute to Colon, Canal Zone, in
accordance with orders ComServlant. At 1735 formed Task Unit 29.6.10 consisting
of USS New Hanover (AKA-73) and USS Sims (AFD-50), C.T.U. 29.6.10, Commander
J.R. HAINES, USNR, embarked in USS New Hanover (AKA-73). At 1738 took departure
with Buoy X5, off Cape Henry, Va., bearing 037° T., distance 500 yards on
course 127" T. Standard speed 15.5 knots (80 RPM). At 1740 by order C.T.U.
296,10 USS Sims took screening station 2500 yards ahead of this ship.

Posgition 1200 2000
Latitude 37° -00' N 36° - 36 N
Longitude 7° = 12' W O - 09" W

25 January 1945.
Steaming as before. Exercised crew at fire quarters, collision quarters,
abandon ship stations and general quarters.

Position 0800 1200 2000 .
Latitude U -1' N 3R -5 N N°-33 N
Longitude 7° =50 w 7% -11'w 730 -28'w
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WAR DIARY
USS NEW HAMOVER (AKA=73)

26 January 1945. (Zone +14).
Steaming as before. Secured main engine & minutes because of loss of
lubricating oil pressure. No damage.

Pogition 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 2 -28' N 21°-40' N 25° = 14! N
Longitude 73° = 57" W e -05'W U -17' W

27 Jamary 1945.

Steaming as before. Engineering Officer reported excessive salinity
(approximately 30 gr.) in Boiler #1 and 2. At 1602 secured main engine 14 minutes
due to failure of forced draft blowers.

Position 0800 12g0 2000
Latitude 22° =12ty 21°-10''N 19° -09' N
Longitude wWe - udrw e -2'W MO -38'W

28 January 1945.
Steaming as before.

Pogition 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 61° =20' N 15°-18'N 13°-30' N
Longitude 76° =0t W 7P =45 W TP -5k W

29 January 1945.

o Steaming as before. At 1553 sighted fairway buoy off Canal Zone, bearing
205 T. Distance 43 miles. At 1700 entered Limon Bay. At 1716 anchored off
Manzanille Point, Colon, Canal Zone., At 1845 retarded ship's clocks one hour
to 4+ 5 zone. C.T.U. 29.6.10 dissolved this date. Reported for duty to CincPac.

Position 0800 1200 2000
latitude 10° - 55! N 1og -21' N  Anchored
Longitude 79° =15t w  79° - 04' W  Anchored
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WAR DIARY
USS NEiW HANOVER (AKA-73)
REPORTED FOR DUTY CINCPAC

30 January 1945. (Zone + 5).

At 0331 underway shifting berth. At 0404 moored port side to Pier 10,
Cristobal, Canal Zone.

31 January 1945.
Moored as before. At 0l00 commenced washing down #1 and #2 boilers,
alternately while maintaining fire under one bailer for auxiliary purposes,
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VAR DIARY
USS NEW HANOVER (AKA-73)
ATTACHED TO CINCPAC, CRISTOBAL, CANAL ZONE.

1 February 1945. (Zone 4 5).

Moored port side to Pier 10, Cristobal, Canal Zone, At 0430 completed washing
down boilers #1 and #2. At 0959 underway from Pier 10, Cristobal, Canal Zone, for
passage through Panama Canal. At 1113 secured in Gatum Locks. At 2117 cleared
Miraflores Locks, Panama Canal. At 2257 with Taboguilla Light abeam to starboard,
distance 2.5 miles, took departure from Balboa, Canal Zone, on course 180° T,
enroute to Pearl Rarbor, Oahu, Hawaiian Islands, in accordance with CincPac and
CincPoa instructions contained in orders receivod from Port Director, Balboa,

Canal Zone. Standard speed 12.5 knots (64 RPM's).

2 February 1945.
Steaming as before.

Position 1200 2

Latitude gggo_ 10' N  O0°=-03' N 090- 59' N

Longitude g0° = 07* W 80° - 56' W -36'W
3 February 1945.

Steaming as before. At 0100 retarded ship's clocks one hour to 4 ; Zone
Time. We are holding a instruction schedule for deck watch officers in the
wardroom daily during the week from 0930 to 1015, The more experienced officers
taking turns in presenting lectures and conducting discussions covering various
aspects of Damage Control, Navigation, Seamanship, Duties of 0.0.D. in port and
underway, Aircraft Recognition, etec. Junior Officers are required to maintain
a navigation notebook.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 06° =26!' N 06°-LO'N 079 -20' N
Longitude 85 -06' W 8% -06'Ww 87° - 25''W

L February 1945.

Steaming as before. We are holding night fire drills during Dusk Alert
with the ship darkened, giving repair parties activity and practical experience
in carrying out their assignments under simulated battle conditions. Two fires
are frequently designated at one time to create additional problems for fire
fighting parties.

Position 0800 1200 2000
lat itude 08°-10'N 08°-20'N 08° =45'N
Longitude 8P -o4' W 89° -58'wW  91° - 4Ot W

5 February 1945.

Steaming as before. We conducted a battle problem involving torpedo plane
attack. C.I.C. produced a raid, tracking imaginary planes in from 30 miles. Look-
outs were alerted. General Quarters sounded. A hit was announced over the Public
Address system, starboard side forward holing skin below waterline with subsequent
fire and casualties. Repair and Medical parties alerted at scene. Five minutes
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WAR DIARY
USS NEV HANOVER (AKA-73)
ATTACHED TO CINCPAC

5 February (cont'd).

later a second hit was announced with similar casualty, starboard side aft.
Bulkheads were actually shored by repair parties and designated casualties carried
to battle dressing stations. Imagination and enthusiasm displayed by all hands
added much to the effectiveness of the drill. 20 MM and 4O MM batteries were
exercised using weather balloons for targets. 8 of the 15 balloons relessed

were shot down. Ammunition expended: 3911 rounds of 20 MM and 925 rounds of 40 MM.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 09° = 46' N 108 -00' N 10° = 35! N
Longitude 94° = 13' W 94 =58 W 96° = 24" W

6 February 1945. (Zone + 7).

Steaming as before. 0100 retarded ship's clocks one hour to < 7 zone time.
Held battle problem similar to that described 5 February, including personnel
and material casualties. Exercised gun crews at surface target firing. Ammunition
expended: 5 rounds of 5" 38, 120 rounds of 20 MM, 600 rounds of 50 caliber
machine gun and 1000 rounds of 30 caliber mhina gun. At 1400 commenced zig
zagging using plan mumber 19, U.S. 1940. '

Position CBgO 1200 2000

Latitude 1’ - 36N 11° -2 N 112 -59'N
Longitude 99 -28' W 100° - 15" W 101 - 52V W
7 Februvary 1945.

eaming as before. Held battle problem and exercised crew at personnel and
material casualty drills similar to that described 5 February.

Position

Latitude i'39° L N 12° - 48" N 1380 18' N

Longitude 10,° - 06' W 104° - 37" W -12' W
8 l'd:rury 1945 .

as before., Held battle problem and exercised crew at personnel and
mu-hl usu:l.lv drills, Simulated dive bomber attack with subseguent topside
damage. nxmwmnmus elestrical power for 15 minutes due to
a short circuit on emergency switchboard.
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WAR DIARY
USS Ni HANOVIR (AKA=73)

10 February 1945.
Steaming as before.

Position
latitude
Longitude

11 February 1945.
Steaming as before.

Position
Latitude
Longitude

12 February 1945.
Steaming as before.
and dive bomber attack.

Position
Lat itude
longitude

13 February 1945.
Steaming as before.

Exercised gun crews at surface target
side of ship. Ammunition expended:

123°

At 0100 retarded ship's clocks one hour to =

(Zone + 8).

_3-
1200
oego - 04" N 15°-3o-n 1s° L' N
115° 1w 115° - 450w 116° - 46 W
1200 2000
mgo- 13' N 16° 19' N 16° L4 N
-56'w M°-smw 1A°-1m W

Held battle problem with simulated torpedo plane
rafts put over
138 rounds of 4LO MM and 1430 rounds of 20 MM.

179 -
17° 19' N 20" N 17° 38! N
43 W 123°-56'w 125° -7ty

zone.

Exercised crew at going from General Quarters stations to 1-A stations and visa
versa. Mustered Fire and Rescue, Ship Rescue and Own Ship's Raacue parties.
Officers in charge of the various parties describing individual’'s duty and function
of party. A high percentage of the crew are just out of of boot camp and require

considerable orientation to ship routine.

Fosition
Latitude
Longitude

14 February 1945.
Steaming as before.

Position
latitude
Longitude

127° - 59' W 128°

They lack experience but not enthusiasm.

12
1893

0800
18° - 18' N

2000
- 26V N J.B° - 51' N
-50' W 130° - 291

0800
19° - 24 N

1200
- 3L'N

2000

19° - 48" N

132° - 51' W 133° -3 W 135°-27' W
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WAR DIARY
USS NEW HANOVER (AKA=73)

15 February 1945. (Zone
Steaming as before.

Position
latitude
Longitude

16 February 1945.
Steaming as before.

Position
ILatitude
Longitude

17 February 1945.
Steaming as before.
lost on fuel oil pump.

Fosition
Latitude
Longitude

18 February 1945.
Steaming as before.

Position
Latitude
Longitude

19 February 1945.
Steaming as before.

Ammunition expended:

+9).
Exercised Iire and Rescue and Ship's Rescue parties.
1200 2000
g%go-obfx 20° - 16' N 20°-25-
137° =57' W 138° = 47' W Wo° - 221 y

At 0500 retarded ship's clocks one hour to 4 10 zone.

0390 1200 2000
-37'N 200 -40' N 200 - 5L' N
°-56' WooW3® =47 W - 37t 0

Main engine stopped 3 minutes because of suction

0800 1200 2000
°=59N 2°-02'N 2% -05'N
we -25' W 9% -08'W 1500 -17' W
0800 1200 2000
21°-06'N 21°-10'N 213 -16' N
153° - Ot W 153° = L2* W 154 ~-A9' W

At 0100 advanced ship's clocks one half hour to + 9% zone.
At 1019 conducted A.A. firing exercises on towed sleeve off Oahu, Hawaiiam Islands.
2 rounds of 5" 38, 304 rounds of 4O MM and 1449 rounds of

2 M. At 1100 proceeded to entrance Pearl Harcor on comrse 290° T. with Diamond

Head Light bearing 311° T. disteme 7.5 miles.
#2 abeam to starboard, standing in Fearl Harbor channel.
side to Fier M-3, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Territory of Hawaii.
At 2013 commenced unloading general cargo.

for dubya

Position
Latitude
Longitude

At 12,3 passed channel entrance

0. 1200
880_ 2818 oL Akria
157" ~12'W 157° -53' W

At 1336 moored starboard
Reported to AdComPhibsPac
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WAR DIARY
USS N HANOVER (AKA-73)

20 - 23 February 1945. (Zone 4 9%).
Moored starboard side to Pier M=3, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Territory of Hawaii.
Unloading cargo.

2L, February 1945.
Moored as before. Unloading cargo. Six (6) U.S. Navy Officers and forty
(40) enlisted personnel U.5.M.C. reported aboard for transportation.

25 February 1945.

Moored as before. At OL45 completed unloading cargo. At 0712 underway from
Pier M-3, Pearl Harbor, Oalm, Territory of Hawaii, enroute to Guadacanal, Solomon
Islands, in accordance with orders received from AdComPhibsPac . At 0818 with
Diamond Head Light bearing 092° T., distance 8 miles, took departure on course
182° T, Standard speed 15 knots (78 RPM's), cruising independantly. 2Zig Zagging
in accordance with plan mumber 11, U.S. 1940.

Position 1200 2000
Lat itude 200 - 22! N 18° - 59¢ N
Longitude 157° = 59' W 159° - 12' W
26 February 1945.

Steaming as before. At 0100 retarded ship's clocks one half (}) hour to
< 10 zone time, At 0310 #1 boiler primed, steaming at 1/3 standard speed on
#2 boiler. We are exercising repair parties at Fire Drill during morning alert.
Various locatioms and conditions are designated to train parties in fighting all
types of fires. At 0507 #l boiler back on line resumed standard speed 15 kmots

(78 RPM's). At 1500 retarded ship's clocks ome hour to <+ 1l zone time.

Position 0800 1200 2$o
Latitude 177 =10' N 162 -27' N 15 -O4' N
Longitude 161° = 27" W 162° = 35' W 164 - R' W

27 February 1945.

Stemang as before. At 1440 sighted descending balloon, altitude 1000 ft.,
bearing 179" T., 2 miles.8hip's position, 12° - 56' N, 168° - 52' W. Manuvered
ship to pick up same and bring aboard. Balloon, identified as Japanese was stowed
away in Captain's cabin for future delivery to intelligence officer.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 1°-3%'N 1R -1'N 12° - 27" N
Longitude 1W67° =13' W 168" -10'W 169° - LO' W
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WAR DIARY
USS N&W HANOVER (AKA-73)

28 February 1945. (Zone 4 11).

Steaming as before. Rxercised 5" 38 gun crew at A.A. practice. Ammunition

expended: 8 rounds of 5" 38, At 1900 retarded ship's clocks one (1) howr to
¥ 12 zone time,

Position 0800 1%0 2000
Latitude N°-06' N 10" -39'N  09° = L4t N
Longitude 17° =51 W 17 -57' w  176° - 00" W
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WAR DIARY
USS NEW HANOVER (AKA=73)
ATTACHED TO ADCOMPHIBSPAC

1 March 1945. (Zone + 12).

Steaming on course 244° T., enroute from Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaiian Islands,
to Guadacanal, Solomons Islands, in accordance with orders received 25 February 1945
from AdComPhibsPac. Cruising independantly zig ing in accordance with Plan
Number 11, 1940. Standard speed 15 knots (78 RPM's). At 1325 crossed International
Date Line at 07° = 4O' N.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 08° -23' N 070 =55'N 073 =03 N
Longitude 178° = L7T' W 179 - L44' W 178 - 24' E

3 March 1945. (Zone - 12).
Steaming as before.

Posgition 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 05° = L6' N 059 =16'N OL° = 05' N
Longitude 175° -« LB'E  174° - 51'E  173° - 32' E

Steaming as before. At 0306 engines stopped fifty two (52) minutes when fuel
oil strainer cap was carried away. At 2300 retarded ship's clocks one (1) hour
to zone - 1l.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude R =-18'N 01°-42* N 00°-21N
Longitude 171° - 26' E 170° - 49' E  168° - 581 |

5 March 1945. (Zone - 11).

Steaming as before. At 0924 exercised crew at battle problem involving
personnel and material casualties. Conducted A.A. firing practice using 5" 38
bursts for automatic weapons target. Exercised all batteries at surface firing
on improvised target raft. Ammunition expended: 25 rounds of 5" 38, 1119 rounds
of 4O MM and 4260 rounds of 20 MM,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 0°-51's 02°-20's 03°=-21'S5
Longitude 167° =11'E  166° = 39' E 1650 = 02! E
6 March 1945.
Steaming as before.
Fosition 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 050 =24'' 5 069 = 02'5 06° = L4' 8

Longitude 163° - 25' E  162° - 53' E  162° - O7' E
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WAR DIARY
USS NEW HANOVER (AKA-T3)

Steaming as before. At 0705 engines stopped three (3) minutes due to failure
of lubricating oil pressure. No damage. At 0830 entered Solomon Islands from
the east thru Indespensable Strait, passed 5 miles off northern coast of Malaita
Island proceeding to Guadalcanal. At 1457 anchored off Iunga Point, Guadalcanal.
Reported for duty to ComFhibs Group Four, Rear Admiral L.F. REIFSNIDER, USN.

The six (6) U.S. Navy Officers and forty (4L0) USMC enlisted personnel left ship,
transportation completed,

Position 0800 1200 2000
latitude 08° - 08' S 0%° - 11' §
Longitude 160° - 30*

8~14 March 1945,

Anchored off lunga Point, Guadaleanal awaiting further orders ComPhibs
Group Four,

15 March 1945.

Anchored as before, Detached this date by ComFhibs Croup Four and reported
to CNB, South Solomons as ordered. At 1255 underway from anchorage off Lunga FPoint
enroute to Port Purvis, in accordance orders CNB, South Solomons, At 1305 engine
stopped five (5) minutes due to lubricating oil failure to gpgep high pressure
turbine bearing. No damage. At 1522, with red entrance buoy bearing 120° True,

600 yards, entered swept channel. At 0649 anchored Berth 27, Fort Purvis, Florida
Island, Solomon Islands,

16=17 March 1945.
Anchored in Port Purvis topping off fuel, ammunition and provisions,

1€ March 1945.

Anchored as before. At 1500 received message via officer messenger dated
17 March 1945 that ship was detached from Commander, South Solomons, and ordered
to report to ComTransRon 16,

19 March 1945.

Anchored as before, At OB45 underway from Fort Furvis, Florida Island,
Solomon Islands enroute without escort to Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides Islands,
in accordance with orders received from CNB, South Solomons At 0953 with
Bungana Island light bearing 141° True, 1 3/4 miles, took departure on course

190° True, Standard speed 15 knots (75 RPM) zig-zagging in accordance with
Flan No. 11, U.S. 1940.
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WAR DIARY

USS NEW HANOVER (AKA=T3)

19 March 1945 (Cont'd)
Position 1200 2000
Latitude 090 - 24' S  10° - 52! S
Longi tude 160° - 25' E 1610 - 22' E

20 March 1945.
Steaming as before., At 1L5E using various courses and speeds to determine
ship's handling characteristics,

Position 0800 1200 2000

latitude 120 - 49' S 13© - 28' 8 U° - 22'' S

Longitude 163° - 28' E  164° - 09' E  165° - 20' E
21 March 1945.

Steaming as before. At 0538 sighted Espiritu Santo Island bearing 0£0° True,
18 miles, At 0655 proceeded thru swept channel, Malo Strait, At 0828 entered
Bruat swept channel, At O848 engine stopped, standing off Tutula Island awaiting
pilot, At 0929 pilot aboard, proceeding to entrance Segand channel, At 1001
entered Segayd channel, At 1100 moored alongside starboard side USS CELTIC
(Ix-137) Berth 13, receiving fuel. At 1527 underway from alongside USS CELTIC
proceeding to mooring buoy, Berth 10. At 1725 moored to mooring buoy, Berth 10,
Segard channel, Espiritu Santo Island, New Hebrides Islands. Reported for dut.y
this date to ComTransRon 16, Comodore J.B. McGOVERN, USN.

Position 0800
latitude 150 - 43' 8
Longitude 167° - 21' E

22 March 1945 (Zone - 11),

Moored as before. At 0852 underway from Berth 10 proceeding to Fier 5.
At 0918 moored starboard side to Fier 5, Espiritu Santo Island, New Hebrides
Islands, At 1030 eleven (1.1) troop officers and one hundred t.want.y nine (129)
troops of 27th Division, U.S. Army reported aboard in compliance CTGC 51.3
Operation Flan A5-45. At 1440 commenced loading combat cargo.

23=2/, March 1945.
Moored as before, Continued loading., Topped off fresh water and provisions.

25 March 1945.

Moored as before., At 0335 completed loading 2150 tons combat cargo.
Reference: USS NEW HANOVER (AKA-73) Action Report 22 March 1945 to 19 April
1945. At 0433 underway from Fier 5, Espiritu Santo Island, New Hebrides Islands,
in accordance orders CTG 51.3, Commodore J.B. McGOVERN, IBN Operation Plan
A5-45, and CTU 51,3.13 (CTD 47), Captain A.S. WOTHERSFOON, USN, Operation
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WAR DIARY
USS NEW HANOVER (AKA-
25 March 1945 (sont'd

Plan No. 4=45; in company CTG 51.3. On course 321° True, standard speed, 13 knots
(67 RPM), zig-zagging in accordance with Plan No. 44, U.S. 1940, USS CECIL (APA-
96) Flagship, CTG 51,3, Formation Guide, complying with orders OTC. Conducted
A.A. firing practice on towed sleeve. Ammunition expended: 10 rds. 5"=38, 300
rds, 4LOMM, 4LOO rds., 20MM. At 1212 formed cruising disposition 3ALl and took
assigned station 3«5,

Position 1200 2000
Latitude 15° - Q0! S 13° - 46' 8
Longitude 167° - 28' E  166° - 22' E

26 March 1945 (Zone - 11).
Steaming in company CIG 51.3 This is our first experience at cruising in
convoy,btation keeping is a new problem with a number of our watch officers and

is the primary subject of discussion during the morning instruction period and
meal times,

Fosition 0800 1200 2000

Latitude 11° - 55! § 11° - 15* § 09° - 55 §

Longitude 164° - L6' E  164° - 21' E  163° - 36' E
27 March 1945,

Steaming in company CTG 51.3. At 2115 USS HALLORAN (DE~305) reported scmic
contact.

Fosition 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 08°=22'S 0P =-5"'8 07 =-00"S
Longitude 161° = 50' E 1619 - 11' E 1600 - 03' E
28 March 1945.

Steaming in company CTIG 51.3

Position 0800 1200 2000
latitude 05© - 25' 8§ OL° = Li' 8 03° - 40' 8
Longitude 1560 = 09' E 1579 = 37' E 1560 = 37! E

29 March 1945, (Zone - 11).
Steaming in company CTG 51.3. At 1800 sonic contact reported by USS

McCLELLAND (DE-750). Set Condition I. Executed emergency maneuvers ordered
by 0IC.

Position 0800 1200 2000
latitude 01° - 56! 8 01° - 26' 8§ 01° - 06! S
Longi tude 154 - 40' E 1549 - 10' E 1520 - 43' E
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USS NEW HANOVER (AKA-T3)

30 March 1945.
Steaming in company CTG 51.3.
Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 00° - 28' 8 00° - 05' S 00° - 15' N
Longitude 150° = 45'E  149° -55'E  149° - 03' E

31 March 1945.

Steaming in company CTG 51.,3. At 0910 secured boiler #2, engines reduced
to 2/3 speed due to overheated condition of port forced draft blower. Dropped
back of station, At 0922 blower returned to operation. At 0926 lighted off
boiler #2, At 0930 resumed standard speed. At 1034 resumed station in for-
mation. At 1950 retarded ship's clocks one half (3) hr - 103 zone.

Fosition 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 010 - 41' N 010 = 54' N 020 - 35' N
Longitude 1,70 « 15' B 1460 - 38' B 1450 = 15' E
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WAR DIARY
USS NEW HANOVER (AKA-73)
ATTACHED TO COMTRANSRON 16

1 April 1945 (Zone - Minus 10%)

Steaming in company C.T.G. 51.3 on course 305°T, standard speed 13 knots, (67 RFM).
At 0804 on order from 0,T.C. exchanged stations with USS YANCEY (AKA-93) to convoy
position 4-5.

Position 0800 1200 2000

Latitude 030 = LO'K 040 = 13'N 05° - O7'N

Longitude 143° = 17'E 1420 « 39'E 141° - 51'E
2 April 1945

Steaming in company C.T.G. 51.3. At 0941 conducted maneuvers according to orders
received from 0.T.C.

Position 0800 1200 2000

Latitude 06° - 38'N 06° - 7'N 07° = AT'N

Longitude 1400 - 50'E 1400 - 51'E 1400 - 11'E
3 April 1945.

Steaming in company C.T.G. 51.3. At 1006 on order from 0.T.C. formed column of
ships in accordance with entry plan, At 1115 entered Ulithi Atoll via Mugai Channel,
At 1130 retarded ship's clocks one-half (1/2) hour to zone =10, At 1133 anchored in
Berth Q, Northern Anchorage, Ulithi lslends, Western Carolines.

Fosition 0800

Latitude 099 = 24'K

Longitude 139° = ,3'E
4 April 1945.

Anchored as before. At 0902 underway with C.T.G. 51.3 in accordance Sortie Plam,
Ulithi, C.T.G. 51,3 operation Flan A5-45, course 325°T, speed 13 knots, (6€ RPM), zig-
zagging in accordance with plan No. 6 USF=10A. Formed in cruising disposition 3AL-1,
station 4-5.

Fosition 1200 i 2000

Latitude 10° - O4'K 11028'K

Longi tude 1390 -52'E 1390 - 09'E
5 April 1945,

Steaming in company C.1.G. 51.3.

Position 0800 1200 2000

Latitude 139 - 24'K 13° - 59'N 15° - 16'N

Longi tude 137° - 56'E 137° - 24'E 136° - 2,'E
6 April 1945.

Steaming in company C.T.G. 51.3. At 2030 retarded ship's clocks one-half (1/2)
hour to zone =-9%.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 169-42'N 17° = 03'% 18° - O1'K
Longitude 135° - 121 134° - 49'E 134° - 08'E
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7 April 1945.

wstau.tng in compeny C.T.G. 51.3. At 1317 USS RALL (DE-304) reported sonic con=
tact., At 1404 set condition I. At 1435 secured from general quarters. At 1710
USS RALL reported sonic contact. Executed emergency twms at orders of 0.T.C. OSet
condition I. At 1740 secured from genersl guarters.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 19R-551K 20° - 25'N 200 - O7'N
Longitude 133° - 16'E 1320 - 43'E 1320 - Q2'E

8 April 1945.

Steaming in company C.T.G. 51.3. At 0050 assumed statién 3-4 at order 0.T.C.
At 0621 executed emergency turns ordered by 0.T.C. At 1853 conducted emergency man=
euvers atorder 0,7.C, At 2030 retarded ship's clocks one-half (1/2) hour to zone =9.

Position 0800 1200 2000

Latitude 220 - LA'N 239 - 14'N 24° - 24'N

Longitude 130° - LO'E 1300 - 22'% 129° - 17'E
9 April 1945.

Steaming in company C.T.G. 51.3. At 0545 formed cruising disposition 3AL=2
with 0.7.C., Commander W.A. Lynch, USN, in USS HANSFORD (APA=106) aeting C.1.D. 47
proceeding to Kerama Retto. At 0943 anchored off Koba Jima,Kerama Ketto. At 1813
underway from Kobs Jime anchorage proceeding to anchorsge Kerama Kaikyo in accordance
with orders scting C.T.D. 47. At 1840 enemy planes in vicinity, set condition I. At
1905 passed thru net gate and entered anchorage. At 1927 anchored Berth K-33, Ker-
ama Kaikyo, Kerama Retto. All clear. Secured from general quarters.

Position 0800 1200
Latitude 26° - 06'N 260 - 10'N
Longitude 127° - 20'E 127° - 15'%

10 April 1945.

Anchored as befére. AY 0719 enemy planes in vicinity, set condition I. At 0748
all clear, Secured from generel quarters. At 0830 underway with scting C.T.D. 47
from Kerama Kaikyo enroute to transport area to join C.1.G. 51.3. At 1508 énchored
in transport area off hagushe Eeaches, Okinawa Jime., At 1700 set condition IA, com=
menced lowering all landing craft at order of C.T.G. 51,3. At 1830 on order from

C.T.G. 51.3 began hoisting landing craft aboard ship. Wind force 5, long swell from
350°T rendered boat handling difficult,

Pogition 0800 1200

Latitude 26° - 10'N 26° - 19'N

Longitude 127° - 20'E 1270 - 42'E
11 April 1945.

Anchored as before, Wind force between 5 and 6 with long swell prevented
unloading.
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12 April 1945.

Anchored as before. At 0615 set condition IAble, commenced lowering all land-
ing craft. At 0801 all boats waterborne standing by for order to commence unload-
ing cargo. At 1731 commenced discharging vehicles.

13 = 16 April 1945

Anchored as before. Continued to unload cargo. Reference: Action Report,
USS NEW HANOVER (AKA-73) 22 March to 19 April 1945. Weather conditions since 12
April have been favorable, no winds in excess of force 3 and slight swell.

17 April 1945.

Anchored as before. Continued to unload cargo. At 0517 completed discharging
cargo. At 0715 all troop officers and troops left ship. At 0730 three (3) U.S.
Navy officers and thirty-eight (38) enlisted personnel, Eeach Party, USS CARTERETT
(APA=70) reported atoard for transpoetation. We had two (2) raids by enemy plenes

today. The past five days we have averaged between four and five eir raids daily,
which has delayed unloading.

18 April 1945.
Anchored as before. Awaiting orders to return to rear ereas. Transferred
1,500 gallons of fresh water to LCI-1026. One raid by enemy planes today.

19 April 1945.

Anchored as before. At O8l9 underway from Okinawa Jima enroute to Ulithi in
company Okinawa-Ulithi Merchant Convoy, $.0.P.A. in Sea Runner, on course 142°T,
standard speed 13,5 knots, (78 KPM).

Position 1200 2000
Latitude 26° - 02'N 240 - 38'N
Longitude 1279 « 24'E 128° - LO'E

20 April 1945.

Steaming in Okinawa-Ulithi Merchant Convoy. At 0500 commenced zigzagging in
accordance with Flan #11, U.S. 1940.

Pogition 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 220 - 23§ 21° - 50'N 200 - 22'N
Longi tude 130° - 43'8  131° - 07'E  132° - 06'E

21 April 1945.

Steaming in Okinawa=Ulithi Merchant Convoy. At 0100 advenced ship's clotks
one (1) hour to zone =10, At 2205 slowed to 1/3 standard speed for seven (7) min=-
utes due to failure of forced draft blower recuiring boiler #2 be secured,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitudé 18° - 231y 17° - 37N 16° - 10'N
Longitude 1330 - 28'E 133° - 57'E 1340 - 50'E
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22 April 1945.
Steaming in Okinawa-Ulithi Merchant Convoy. Our watch officers have made con-

siderable progress in station keeping. Today we received & commendation from the con-
voy commodore for excellent station keeping during the present cruise.

Fosition 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 14° - O7'N 139 = 24'N 120 - 02'N
Longitude 136° - 26'E 136° - 55'E 137° - 52'E

23 April 1945.

Steaming in Okinawa-Ulithi Merchant Convoy. At 0810 formed single column.for
entering port. At 1035 secured boiler #1 due to failure of forced draft blower.
At 1041 lighted off boiler #l. At 1043 resumed standard speed. At 1245 entered Ul-
ithi Atoll via Mugai Channel. At 142/ anchored in GBerth #211, Ulithi Islands, West-
ern Caiolines in company with C.1.R. 16. At 1830 the officers and enlisted men of
Beach Party, USS CARIERET left ship, transportation completed.

Position 0800 1200
Latitude 100 - 18'N 090 - 57'N
Longitude 139° - 36'E 1390 - L4'E

Anchored as before. At 1306 underway to fuel alongside USS CHATAUK (IX-188).
At 2340 returned to anchorage, Berth #211.

Anchored as before. 25 April Received capacity of fresh and dry provisions for
generel mess, 29 April Received casualties as summarized: Two troop officers, U.S.

Army; Twenty-two (22) troops, U.S. Army; Two (2) enlisted men, U.S. Merine Corp;
Two (2) enlisted men, U.S. Navy.
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ATTACHED CTR-16

1 May 1945 (Zone - 10)
Anchored Berth 211, Ulithi Islands, Western €arolihes in company with
CTRr16,

2 May 1945

Anchored as before, At OB02 underway independently from Ulithi enroute
to Guam in accordance orders Fort Director Ulithi to procure complement of
landing craft (transferred 7 LCK & 1 LCVF to Boat Pool, Ckinawa) and additional
supplies and equipment for QUR:-16, At 0851 with Beacon 'A', Manejang Island
bearing 207°T, 1 mile took departure swept channel on course 117°T stardard
speed 14 knots (80 RFM's) Zigzagging in accordance Plan No, 11 US-1940,

Position 1200 2000
Latitude 10°-10' N 11°-05' N
Longitude 140°-20' E 141°-48' E

3 May 1945

Steaming as before, At 0854 Sighted Guam bearing 025°T, 45 mile, At
1235 Engines stopped, standing off HECP tower, Orote Peninsula, awaiting Pilot,
At 1352 Pilot aboard, proceeding to harbor entrance, At 1359 Entered Port Apra
via swept channel, At 1515 Moored to buoys, fore and aft, in Berth 19, Fort
hpra, Guam,lMarianas,

Position oeoo 1200

Latitude 12° - 39 N 13° - 18! N

Longitude 1U3° - 53'E U° - 36' E
L May 1945

Moored as before, At 0845 €asualties left shipp (2) two officers
U.S.A.; (22) twenty-two troops, U.S.A.; (2) two enlisted personnel, USMC; (2) two
enlisted personnel, USN, transportation completed,

5 May 1945
Moored as before, Loading supplies for GIRr16 and Five (5) TD2C airecraft
(Drones) for NAB Ulithi, Received full complément of LCk's and LCVP's, (This ship
carries 8 LQ¥, 15 LCVP, 1 ICFL) and 1 (one) mumlmmmeau
w-mmmamu&-umwm

i
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7 May 1945

Steaming as before, At 0630 Sighted Ulithi bearing 213°r, 13 miles, At
(805 Entered Mugai swept channel with Beacor 'A' Mangejang Island bearing 210°,
distance 1 mile, At 0918 Anchored in Berth 205 Northern anchorage, Ulithi Islands,
Western Carolines, At 1535 Underway shifting berth, At 1705 Anchored Berth 115
Northern anchorage,

Position 0800

Latitude 09° - 57t N

Longitude 139°-~ 43! E
8 May 1945

Anchored as before, Unloading supplies for CIR-16 and (5) five TD2C aircraft
(Drones) consigned to NAB, Ulithi,

9 May 1945

Anchored as before, At 1251 Underway independantly from Ulithi enroute to
Manus Island in accordance orders received from Port Director Ulithi, Detached
from CTRy1l6 this date and attached to CCMSQOPAC, At 1354 With Beacbn 'Af

Mangejang Island bearing 2730’!‘, 2% miles took departure from Mugai swept channel
on course 121° T, standard speed 14,5 knots (78 RFM), Zigzagging in accordance
with Plan No. 11 US-1940,

Position 2000
Latitude 08° - 50 N
Longitude U0° - 26' E
10 May 1945
Steaming as before,
Position 0800 ]ﬁo 2000
Latitude 06° ~43'N 06%-00tN OLC=24*N
Longitude 141°-56'B 1420-26'E 143°=39'E

11 May 1945 (Zone - 10) _

as before, From 03°-30'N to 2°S experienced considerable easterly
set (mmgww-mmtmmm«munmu*mn
set, We continued to observe 4 to 1 knot easterly set from 2°S to 4°-30's,
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13 May 1945

Anchored as before, At 0818, underway independently from Admiralty Islands
enroute to Russell Islands in accordance with orders of Port Director Ulithi, With
beacon "A" abeam to port took departure from swept channel on course 000° T, standard
speed 14,5 kts (80 RPM). At 0947, conducted AA firing exercise on towed sleeve,
Ammo expended: 17 rds 5"-38, 1094 rds LO mm, and 2874 rds 20 mm, We have not had the
opportunity for AA firing in over a month," All batteries benefited from this
practice, At 1621, expended 120 rds 40 mm on floating wreckage at 03° S, 149° - 18! E,

Position 1200 2000

Latitude 02° - 08' 8 03° - 46' 8

Longitude W - 27 K 1L9° - 09' E
14 May 1945

Steaming as before, Today we passed thru Vitiaz Strait, between Southern
coast of New Britain and Northeastern coast of New Guinea, Visability was
excellant and permitted a fine view of the new Guinea coastal range,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 05° -~ 56! § 06° o= 29' 8 07 . 11' 8
Longitude WT7° - 36' B we® - 13' E WS° - 55! E

15 May 1945 (Zone -10)
Steaming as before. At 2000 advanced ships clocks one (1) hour to -1l zone,

Position 0800 1200 2080

Latitude os"o- W' s 08° - 37 8 09" - 23' 8

Longitude  152°- 38' E 153° - 4L2' E 155° - 36! E
16 May 1945

Steaming as before, At 0840, sighted Banaka Island, Russell Islands,
At %215, with beacon "M" Banaka Is. bearing 319° T, 6 miles, changed course to
319" T proceeding to chamnnel entrance, At 1305, entered $unlight €hannel,
At 1638, moored port side to pier Renamd Sound, Banaka Is,, Russell Islands, At
2111, commenced loading general cargo. FP.D, Manus Is. approach diredtions to
Westward side of Russells where HECP installations have been removed caused
several hours delay in our arrival,

Position 0800 1200
latitude 09° - 24' 8 09°— 12t 8
Longitude 158° - 20t E 159° - 11' E

17 - 21 May 1945 (Zone -11)

Moored as before, Continued loading general cargo., NAB Russells supply-
ing winchmen and hatch crews, We have obtained use of an American Red Cross rec-
reation building on the beach and have established the "Club 73", Ship's crew is
enjoying port and starboard liberty with beer, coke, an orchestra and entertainment
from ship's company. This is the first liberty for the crew in three months,
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17 = 21 May 1945 Continued -

On 21 May, one (1) officer CEC, USN and one (L) officer USMC reported aboard for
transportation, One hundred nineteen (119) enlisted men USMC were received aboard
for transportation,

22 May 1945

Moored as before. At 0615, completed loading 3600 tons of general cargo.
At 0739, underway independantly from Russell Islands enroute to Tulagi. At 0907,
took departure on course 095° T with beacon "E" bearing 165° T, dist. 2700 yds,
standard speed 13.5 kts (75 RFM). Zigzagging in accordance uith lan No, 11 US
1940, At 1353, with beacon "B" 8ongonangona Is,. bearing 358° T mi., changed
course to 007" T proceeding to harbor entrance, At 1412, entered Tulagi harbor,
At 1446, anchored in berth 6, Tulagi harbor, Florida Is., Solomons group., Topped
off on fuel and water,

Position 1200

Latitude 09° - 02' §

Longitude 159° - 53' E
23 May 1945

Anchored as before, At 0800, underway independently from Tulagi enroute to
Eniwetok Atoll in accordance orders of CNB SoSol, At 0816, with beacon "B" abeam to
starboard, 1000 yds, toock departure from swept channel on course 190° 7, standard
speed 1k, 5 kts (80 RPM). At 1333, with Cape Astrolobe, Malaita Is., bear 095° T,

8 mi.,“?"‘"f.""bOl T, proceeding out of Solomons group. At 1340, commence
zigzagging according to plan No. 11, US=1940,

Position 1230 2000
Latitude - 351 070 - OL' S
Longitude 160° ' B 161° - 06! E

2, May 1945 (Zone -11)
Steaming as before.

Position osoo 1200 2000

Latitude o= 25' 8 03° 24' 8 01° - L4 8

Longitude 162 -01' E 162° - L' E 162° - 34' E
25 May 1945

Steaming as before, At 2221, lost stearing control for 25 minutes while
switching from port to starboard steering engines,

Position 0800 1200 2000

Latitude 00° o~ 4L9' N 01° - 42V N 03° - 291 N

Longitude 163 -23' B 163° - 36! E 163° - 56! E
26 May 1945

Steaming as before, At 2216 sighted flare on starboard beam. Conducted
search in vicinity of position 09° - 31' N, 162° - 31' E for 45 minutes, No further

flares seen,
Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 06° - 12 § 07°- 05! K 09° -00' N

Longi tude 163° - 48’ # 163° - 31' E 162° - 41' E
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27 May 1945

Steaming as before, At 06k, sighted Eniwetok Bearing 355° - T, 17 mi.
At 0811, with beacon "E" Taptan Is,, abeam to starboard, 2 mi., entered Deep
Entrance (East channel), At 0914, anchored berth K-8, anchorage A, Eniwetok
Atoll,

Fosition 0800
Latitude 11° « 250 2
Longitude 162° - 24! E

28 - 31 May 1945 (Zone -12)

Anchored as before, Awaiting orders to proceed to Guam to discharge cargo.
On 28 May at 0800, advanced ships clocks to zone =12. OUne officer CEC USN left
ship, transportation completed, Cn 29 May, excercised gun crews at tracking practice
while friendly planes conducted similated dive bombing and torpedo attacks on ships
in anchorage,



CONFIDENTT AL & fi

WAR DIARY
USS NEW HANOVER (AKA=T73)
ATTACHED: ComSoFac

1~-15 June 1945 (Zone - 12).

Anchored Berth K-8, Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands awaiting orders to
proceed to Guam and discharge cargo. The ship has been on water hours since
the middle of March. The presence of 120 passengers aboard since 21 May has
added to the water shortage. On 3 June and 9 June we received a total of
60,000 gals. water from YW 103 to bolster ship's supply. 4 June at 0B09
underway to go alongside USS MEREDOSIA (IX-193), Berth K-3 to top off fuel.

At 1201 anchored in Berth K-8, On 6 June and 14 June received a small quantity
of provisions (10 tons) and dry stores (50 cases).for general mess,

16 June 1945 (Zone - 12).

At 1331 underway independently from Eniwetok enroute to Guam pursuant to
orders received from F.D., Eniwetok. At 1412 took departure from swept channel
on course 105° True with red entrance #2 abeam to port, distance 300 yds,
standard speed 15,5 knots (85 RFM), At 1415 conducted A,A, gunnery practice
while steaming along course. 5" - 38 bursts were used for target. Ammunition
expended: 15 rds, 5" - 38, 280 rds. LOMM, 1188 rds., 20MM. At 1430 retarded
ship's clocks one hour to zone - 11, At 1600 commenced zig-zagging in ac-
cordance with Flan #11, U.S. 1940. ‘

FPosition 2000
latitude 11° - 18' N
Longitude 160° - 55' K

17 June 19&50
Steaming as before.

Fosition OEQO 1200 2000

latitude 120 —~ O4' N 120 - 10' N 120 - 25" N

Longitude 158 « O5'E  157° - 06' E 1559 - L4' E

18 June 1945.

Steaming as before. At Q100 retarded ship's clocks one hour to zone - 10,
Fosition 0£00 1200 2000

Latitude 120 - 53' N 139 - 05' N 139 - 15' N

Longitude 151°© - 65' E  150° - 5,' E 148° - 58' E

19 June 1945.

Steaming as before. At 0921 sighted Guam, bearing 254° True, 45 miles,
At 1318 standing by off Orote Peninsula, Guam awaiting pilot. At 1338 pilot aboard,
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19 June 1945 (cont'd)

proceeding to entrance Fort Apra. At 1348 entered harbor. At 1425 moored
port side to USS IENOIR (AKA-74) in Berth #9, Port Apra, Guam, Marianas,
One officer and 119 enlisted men USMC left ship, transportation completed.
Reported for duty to CinCFPOA.

Position 0800 1200
Llatitude 130 - LO' N 130 5 u’t N
| Longitude W50 -« J9' E 1440 - 51' E
20 June 1945,

Moored as before, At 1€12 underway from Guam enroute to Saipan. At
1834 took departure on course 018° true with HEPC bearing 152° true, 2 miles,
Standard speed 11 knots (60 RPM) zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #26,

U.8. 1940,
Fosition 2000
latitude 130 - 39' N
Longitude 14O = LO' E
21 June 1945.

At 0552 sighted Saipan Island bearing O45° true, 18 miles, At 0918,
with black entrance buoy abeam to port, 100 yds, entered harbor, At (950
anchored Berth 1-66, Saipan Harbor, Saipan Island, Marianas. At 1621 under-
way to shift berth. At 1641 anchored in Berth 1~73.

Position 0800
latitude 15© « O7' N
longitude 145° - 37" E

22-23 June 1945,
Anchored as before awaiting orders to return to Guam and discharge cargo.

24, June 1945.

Anchored as before. At 1738 underway from Saipan enroute to Cuam in
accordance orders received from P.D., Saipan, At 1830 with black entrance
buog abeam to starboard, 25 yds. took departure from swept channel on course

239” true, standard speed 12 knots (65 RPM), zig-zagging in accordance with
Flan #26, U.S. 1940,

Fosition 2000

Latitude 15° = 03' N

Longi tude 1U5° - 29" E

25 June 19‘.'50
Steaming as before. At 0500 sighted Guam, bearing 13€° true, 25 miles,
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25 June 1945 (cont'd)

At 0648 standing by off Orote Peninsula awaiting pilot. At 0909 pilot aboard,
proceeding to harbor entrance. At 1023 entered harbor. At 1047 moored to
mooring buoys fore and aft in Berth 16. Topping off provisions and dry stores.

Fosition 0800

latitude 13© - 30' N

Longi tude WLL° - 36" E
26 June 1945,

Moored as before. At 1535 underway shifting berth. At 1611 moored port
side to Fier E, Fort Apra. At 1700 commenced discharging cargo.

27=30 June 1945.
Moored as before, continued discharging cargo.
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ATTACHED TO: CinCPOA

1, July 1945 (Zone - 10).
Moored port side to Pier E, Port Apra, Guam, Marianas, Discharging cargo,

2 July 1945.
Moored as before. Continuing to discharge cargo. loaded aboard 570 bags
of U, S, mail,

3 July 1945.
Moored as before. Continuing to discharge cargo. Topped off fuel oil
tanks, At 2215 completed unloading cargo,

4 July 1945.

Moored as before. At 0639 underway shifting berths. At 0701 anchored in
Berth 562 Apra Harbor, cleaning and covering all hatches, hoisting ship's boats
aboard, and making ship ready for sea. At 1100 loaded aboard 104 sacks, 59
outside pieces of U.5S, mail. At 1201 underway independently from Fort Apra,
Guam, Marianas enroute to San Francisco, California in accordance with orders
received from P.D,, Guam, At 1214 with HECP tower abeam to port, 500 yds.
took departure on course 282° true, standard speed 14.5 knots (80RFM). When
clear of Guam, conducted A.A. gunnery exercises. 4OMM and 20MM batteries firing
on 5" =36 shell bursts. Amunition expended: 12 rds 5" - 38, 505 rds. LOMM,
202 rds. 20MM, At 1500 commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #11,

U.S. 1940.

Fosition 2000
latitude 120 - 55' N
Longitude 146° - 02' E
5 July 1945.
Steaming as before, At 0100 advanced ship's clocks one hour to zone - 11,
Position 0800 1200 2000
latitude 120 - J2' N 120 - 35 N 120 - 20' N
Longitude 1,8° - 39' E 1499 - 36'E  151° - 32' E
6 July 1945.
Steaming as before.
Position 0800 1200 2000
latitude 120 - 03' N 110 - 57 N 110 - 37' N

Longitude 1500 -« 23' E 1559 - 26' E 1579 - 14' E
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7 July 1945.

Steaming as before. At 0100 advanced ship's clocks 4 hour to zone -
114, At 1734 sighted Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands, bearing 052° true,
18 miles. After passing the Atoll set a great circle course for San Fran-
cisco, California.

Position 0800 1200 2000
latitude 110 - 22' N 11° - 15 N 11°- 26' N
Longi tude 159° = 47' E  160° = 45' E 1620 - 33' E
& July 1945.
Steaming as before, At 0100 advanced ship's clocks 2 hour to zone - 12,
Position 0E00 1200 2000
latitude 13° - 12' N 120 - 554 N 15° - 02' N
Longitude 164° = 34' B 165° = 11' E  166° - 43" E
9 July 1945.

Steaming as before. We have received a nuuber of reports of enemy sub-
marines in vicinity of our course but have had no visual contacts. We are
zig-zagging day and night. Continue dawn and dusk alert, and maintain material
condition affirm at night, to insure utmost watertight integrity.

Position Q€00 1200 2000
Latitude 16° =531 N 17° - 28' N 18° = 34 N
Longitude 168° - 58'E 169° - 42' E 171°- 11' E
10 July 1945.

Steaming as before.

Fosition 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 200 - 15' N 20° - L9' N 210 - 50' N
Longi tude 173 = 34' E 1740 - 22' E 1750 - 58' E

11 July 1945 (Meridian Day).

Steaming as before. 0100 advanced ship's clocks 3 hour to zone - 12},
At 1615 crossed International Date Line at 24° - 30.5' N.

Position OE00 1200 2000

latitude 230 ~ 2L' N 230 —~ 557" N 250 -~ 03' N

Longitude 178 - 12'E 179 -08'E 179 - 14' N
11 July 1945.

Steaming as before, At 0100 advanced ship's clocks # hour to zone & 11,
The air and sea temperatures are now a comfortable 80° a considerable relief
from the equatorial heat. All hands are in fine spirit.
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11 July 1945 (cont'd)
rosition 0800 1200 2000
latitude 260 - 30' N 260 = 54' N 27° -/35' N
Longitude 176° = L6' W 1759 = 51' W 173© - 55' W
12 July 1945.
Steaming as before., At 0100 advanced ship's clocks 3 hour to zone 4 103,
Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 28° = 44 N 29° - 10* N 30° - 00! N
Longitude 171 = L' W 170° - 18' W 168° - 24' W
13 July 1945.
Steaming as before, At 0100 advanced ship's clocks } hour to zone + 10,
i’oaition 0800 1200 2000
latitude 310 - 05 N 310 - 27" N 320 - 12' N
Longitude 165¢ = 38" W 16LO = 40" W 1620 - 37 Vi
14 July 1945.
Steaming as before,
Position 0800 1200 2000
latitude 33° - 08' N 339 - 31'N 34° - 09' N
Llongitude 1590 - 37" W 1580 = 34'W 1560 - 28" W
15 July 1945.
Steaming as before, At 0100 advanced ship's clocks 1 hour to zore 4 93,
Fosition 0800 1200 2000
latitude 34° - 50' N 35° - 02' N 359 - 13' N
Longi tude 1530 - 23' ¥ 1520 = 15' W 150° - 18! W
16 July 1945,
Steaming as before, At 0100 advanced ship's clocks 3 hour to zone # 9,
Position 0800 1200 2000
latitude 350 - 37" N 36° - 02' N 36° - 53' N
longitude L0 - 29 W 1460 - 42" W 14O - 43' W
17 July 1945,

Steaming as before, At 0100 advanced ship's clocks 2 hour to zone 4 83,
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17 July 1945 (cont'd) !
At 0236 fire alarm sounded at Frame 54 due to open switch. At 1600 CO.
held personnel inspection of crew,

Position 0800 1200 2000

latitude 37° - 10" N 37° - 11' N 370 -« 29' N

Longi tude Ul -49'W 10 =47'W 138 -32' W
18 July 1945

Steaming as before, At 0100, advanced ship's clocks § hour to zone #8, At
0520, exercised crew at battle problem involving similated suicide plane attack
with ship sustaining near miss resulting in the following material damage:
ship's skin holed at waterline starboard side, frame 114, bilge fire, fire in
LCP(L), electrical circuits shorted by concussion causing loss of power,
communication system ruptured forward of frame 88, defective projectile in 20mm
#12 resulted in three casualties on signal bridge., At 0555, secured from battle
problem, all damage having been repaired and fires put out and casualties taken
to dressing station. &t 1600, C.0. held personnel inspection.

Position 0800 1200 2000

Latitude 38% - 00 N 3% - 02! N 38° - 03! N

Longitude 135° - 21 W 134° - 18" W 131° - 58" W
19 July 1945

Steaming as before, At 0100, advanced ship's clocks i hour to zone 47k,
At 0525, exercised crew at battle problem with similated suicide attack in which
plane crashed into ships side amidships causing extensive topside damage, fire,
and casualties, At 0555, with exercises finished, secured from battle problem,

Position 0890 1200 2000

Latitude 38" - 6! N 33"0- 05" N 3a°°- 05! N

Longitude 128" - 50' W 127° - LO' W 125° - 26' W
20 July 1945

Steaming as before, At 0100, advanced ahig'a clocks é hour to zone plus 7.
At 0354, sighted Farallon Is, light bearing 122" T, 22 miles, At 0727, pilot
came aboard. At 0745, passed abeam of lighted buoys #1 and 2 and entered main
ship swept channel entrance to San Francisco Bay. At 0901, anchored in berth
K-2, anchorage 12, San Francisco Bay. At 2100, received two tons fresh provisions
for general mess,

Position 0890

Latitude 37 = L7 N

Longitude 122° - 34" W
21 - 23 July 1945

Anchored in berth K-2, anchorage 12, San Francisco Bay. 674 bags, 89
outside piece US mail discharged into YF-707 alongside to port.

24 July 1945
Anchored as before. At 1703, underway shifting berths. At 1734, moored

starboard side to pier No, 27, San Francisco, California.
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25 - 31 July 1945

; Moored starboard side to pier No. 27, San Francisco, California undergoing
alterations and repairs supervised by assistant industrial manager, Hunters Point,




L

WAR DIAKY
USS NI HANOVER (AKA=T3)
ATTACHED TO COMWESTSEAFHON

1-3‘!ﬂt1%5 (Zone + )
Koored starboard side to pm 27, San Francisco Bay, San Francisco,

California, Undergoing repairs and mmmwm't.w
Manager, Hunter's Foint,

I August 1945

Moored as before, At 0938 underway shifting berth, At 1007 anchored
in Berth D=5, anchorage 12, San Francisco Bay.

5 August 1945

Anchored as before, At 1034 underway te swing ship in San Francisco
Bay and shift berth, At 1536 moored port side to Fier C, Point Molate, San
Francisco Bay, Fueled shdp, Completed alterations and repairs,

6 = 1C August 1945
Moored as before, Commenced loading fog oll in drums, Topped off on

provisions for general mess, At 1730, 10 August, completed loading 15,700
drums of oil (3800 tons).

nmtlﬂso

Moored as before., At 0715 underway shifting berths, At 0857 moored
starboard side to pler 48-B, San Francisco, At 2110 commenced loading general
cargo.

12 = Uy August 1945

licored as before, Continued loading general carge. Edght (8) officers,
Us 5. Navy, reported aboard for transportation.

15 August 1945

Moored as before, Thirty nine (39) treops, U. S, Amy received aboard
for transportation, Atlmwmmmmmum. At
1847 undervay from Pler 48-B, San Francisco, enroute to Pearl Harbor, T.H, in
accordance ComfiestSeaFron order of 14 Augul 1945, At 1945 with mile rock
light abeam to port, distance 1 mils, took departure from San Francisco Bay
on course 240°T, standard speed 15 knots (82 RFM), steaning independently.

16 August 1945
Steaning as before, The Commanding Officer continues to hold General
uarters for dawn alert, Retarded ship's clocks one (1) hour to zone 4 8,

4
=7

Fositdon 0800 1200 2000
latitude 360 - 28" N 360 - 10' N 350 « 16 N
Longltude 1250 - 38" W 1260 - 33" W 1299 « 11' W

17 August 1945
Steaning as before,

Fosition 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 3° -« 10' N 33% - 4e' N 320 - 57V N
Longi tude 1320 « 30' W 1330 - 25' W 1350 - 28" W

138884
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USS NE& HANOVER (AKA=T3)

18 August 1545 (Zone & 9)
Is |

as before, Held Captain's Inspectlon of crew, Ketarded ship's
clocks one (1) houwr to zune ¢ 9,

Posdtion 000 1200 2000

latitude 30 « L1' K 319 - U K 300 - 16" N

Longitude 1389 - L2' & 139° = LE' W WI° - 541 %
19 August 1545

Steaning as before,

Fosition (€CO 1200 2000

Latitude 260 « 49" K 200 - 25' N 2° - 24' N

longitude 159 - 02' W U590 - 510 % 470 - 50" W
20 August 1945

Steaning as before, lietarded ship's clocks one half (}) hour to szone
¢ 9%, Conducted gunnery exercises using inflated weather balloons for turgets,
CGun erews in general and especlally the LOWM shot accurately; a good majority
of the targets wore siwt dowm, in spite of the fact that crews had rot fired
since 4 July 1945, Ammnrition expended: 78 rounds 5"-38, 1,464 rounds LOMN,
2,71, rounds 201,

Position 0E00 1200 2000
latitude 250 « L4 N 250 « 13' N 2,0 « U N
longitude 1509 - 38" » 151° « 35" W 1539 « 30" W

21 Auguet 1945

Steaming as before, Conducted gunery exercise with plane towing target
sleeve, Performance of gun crews was exoellent; 3 slesves were shot down,
Ammunition expended: A4l rounds 5"-38, 2,015 rounds LG, 3,700 rounds 20N,
At 1315 sighted Cahu Island, bearing 235°T, At 1733 standing by, 1} mile off
Fearl Earbor entrance buoys # 1 and # 2 avalting pllot, At 1757 pdlot aboard
Pﬂlﬂghhﬂh. At 1834 moored port side to ier A-9, Pearl Harbor, Oahu,
o He Reported for duty to AdCemihibsPae,

Position 0600 1200
Latdtude 220 = [V N 220 - 08' N
Longitude 156° = 10 157 = o' ¥

2 - 23 August 1945

Moored as before, Thirty nine (39) troops, U, 3, Aimy and eipght (&)
officers, U, 5, NHavy left ship having completed transportatlon, Unloaded
2000 tons general cargo.

2l Avgust 1945

Moored as before, At 1550 underway shifting berth, At 1639 moored
port side to U,5,3, SELINUR (AKA=4l) in Derth X-11, Loading fresh provisions
for general mess,




WAR DIARY
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25 August 1945
Moored as before, Held Commending Officer's Ship Inspection, Loaded fresh
provisions for general mess,

26 « 27 August 1945
Moored as before. At 0728 underway shifting berth, At OEl3 moored
starboard side to Pler M=4, Commenced discharging carge of fog oil in drums,

28 August 1945
Moored as before., Stopped discharging carge. At 0648 underwey shifting
berth, At 0744 moored port side to U,5.5. UVALDE (AKA=88) in Berth X=i4,

29 August 1945
Moored as before. At 1348 undervey shifting berth, At 1423 moored
starboard side to Berth M=4{, Continued to discharge cargo.

30 « 31 August 1945
Moored as before. Continued to discharge cargo of fog oil in drums,
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Moored te deck at M-i, Pearl Harber, Oahu, T,H., and discharging fog eil
taken en at San Francisce, Califernia, Exercised crew at fire drill at 12,5,
Completed unleading carge at 1600.

2 September 1945

Moered as before. Underway at 0632 te new berth assignment, and moered in
Berth X-1i at O745.

3 September 1945

Meered te bueys in Berth X-14, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T.H, Transferred eleven
enlisted personnel,

4 September 1945
Moored as before, At 0920, the SS GABRIEL FRANCHERE moored alengside to port.

5 September 1945
Meored as befere. SS GABRIEL FRANCHERE moered alengside,

6 September 1945
Moered as before, SS GABRIEL FRANCHERE moered alengside.

7 September 1945
Moored as befere, 055 GABRIEL FRANCHERE moored alengside, Conducted beleow
decks inspection at 1315. SS GABRIEL FRANCHERE underway at 1755.

8 September 1945
Moored as before, At 1231, the USS CHARLES CARROLL meered alengside te pert,

9 September 1945
Meored as befere. The USS CHARLES CARROLL (APA-28) moored alengside te pert.

Received 40,000 gallens ef fresh water frem YW 175 alengside te starbeard, USS
CHARIES CARROLL underway at 1205,

10 September 1945

Mooved as befere, At 1827, underway frem Berth X-14 enroute Hemolulu harbar,
standard speed 75 RFM, 13.5 knets, Standing eff Henolulu harbor frem 1935 te 2047,
when Pilet Behr came abeard, Moered pertside te Pier LO-B at 2204.

11 September 1945
Meored port side te Pier 4O-B, Henelulu, T,H. leading vehicles,

12 September 1945
Moered as befere, Completed leading carge at 2303.

13 September 1945

Moored as before, Received aboard for transpertatien twelve (12) Army:
officers and fifty (50) Navy enlisted men, Underway at 1705, enroute to Tinian,
Marianas Islands, Toek departure at 1734, The crew was exercised at abanden
ship drill at 1856, Steaming independently.

Pesitien 2000 |
Latitude 209 42" N
Lengitude 157® 59' W

148295
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14 September 1945

Steaming as befere. Course 272° T, standard speed 14,3 knets, 80 RPM, At
0705, changed ceurse te 264°® T, At 1002, exercised crew at fire quarters and aban-
den ship drill, Adjusted base course te 265° T at 1342,

Pesitien 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 20° 05' N 19® 59 N 19® 51! N
Lengitude 160° 14 W 161° 11' W 163® 05' W

15 September 1945

Steaming as before, en ceurse 265° T, At 0400, changed course to 260° T,
At 2000, changed ceurse te 258® T, Retarded ship's clecks one half heur te ¢ 10
Zene time at 0100,

Pesitien 0800 1200 2000

Latitude 19° 32' N 19° 20" N 19® 00! N

Lengitudet 166® 12' W 167° 03' W 169° 02' W
16 September 1945

Steaming as befere, At 0100 retarded ship's clecks one hour te 4 11 Zene
time, At 1503, SKIIES, D.D., MMlc, (624 00 2?§ V6 USNR, shet himself while

a carbine in the armery, SKIIES died at 1803, The findings of the beard
of investigation indicate that death resulted frem a self-inflicted weund threugh
the head and frem ewn miscenduct--net service cennected,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 18e 22t N 180 12 N 170 48" N
Lengitude 1720 21' W 173 20" W 175 18' W

17 September 1945

Steaming as befere, standard speed 15 knots, 85 RFM., Changed course te 254° T
at 1445, while cressing the Internatienal Date line, At 2005, adjusted base course
te 2530 T,

Positien 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 17° 05' N 160 531 N 16® 25t N
Lengitude 178° 18' W 179° 18' W 178° 39! E

19 September 1945

Steaming as befere, en course 253° T, Retarded ship's clecks at 0100 to 4+ 12
Zene time.

Pesitien 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 15° 30" N 15® 13' N 14® 40" N
Longitude 175¢ 23' E 174® 23' E 1720 24' E

20 September 1945

Steaming as before. At 0720, changed course to 252° T. At 1000, retarded
ship's clecks ene hour to ¢ 11 Zone time,

Pesitien 0800 1200 2000

Latitude 130 54' N 13 32' N 120 51' N
Lengitude 169° 19' E 168° 11' E 166° 041 E




WAR DIARY CONFIDENTIAL
USS NEW HANGVER (AKA=73)

21 September 1945

Steaming as befere, on course 252° T, At 0100, changed ceurse to 257° T,
At 1041, sighted 12 ft, tank en Began Island, Eniwetek Atell, and passed it
abeam te pert at 1116, distance 12 miles, Changed course te 283° T at 1627,

Pesitien 0800 1200 2000
latitude 120 05' N 11° 53t N 10 L7 N
Lengitude 163° 02! E 162° 01' E 159° 59t E

22 September 1945
Steaming as befere on course 283° T,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Iatitude 120 32' N 120 13' N 13° 10" N
Longitude 157° 10' E 1569 10" E 154° 16' E

23 September 1945

Steaming as before. At 0030, sighted USS COPAHEE as being on cellisien
course, and reduced speed to 2/3 ahead, Cleared USS COPAHEE at 0057, and resumed
standard speed. At 1300, exercised crew at General Quarters, helding firing
practice, fire drill, abanden ship drill, and cellisien drill, At 1336, adjusted
base course te 281° T, At 14,00, retarded ship's clecks ene hour to ¢ 10 Zene time,

Positien 0800 1200 2000

latitude 13® 46' N 13® 58' N 148 27' N

Lengitude 151® 26' E 150® 33' E 1,8® 20' E
2), September 1945

Steaming as before, At 0205, changed course te 280° T, ETA Tinian Harber -
0900. At 0745, with Nerth tangent ef Aguijan Island bearing 24,7° T, distance,
two miles. Changed ceurse to 336° T, At 0815, adjusted base course te 000° T,
standing off Tinian Island, awaiting pilet and erders., Pilet SMITH came abeard
at 0837, and at 0905, ship passed abeam of Harber Entrance Channel bueys. At
0926, meored pert side to pier, Berth 7, Tinian harber, Cemmenced unleading
carge at 1335.

25 September 1945
Moored as befere, discharging carge.

26 September 1945

Moored as befere. At 0100, cempleted unloading carge. At 1032 underway
from pier, enroute Saipan by directiem Pert Directer, Tinian. At 1256, anchered
in Berth 1~51, Saipan Harbor, awaiting erders,

27 September 1945
Anchered in Berth 1~51, in 15 fathems ef water. Received fuel frem the
8S RACCOON - 3,702 bbls,

28 September 1945
Anchored as before, Still awaiting erders,
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29 September 1945
Anchored as before, At 1330, ship's service generaters were secured, due te
low water in # 2 beiler, Emergency pewer and lighting was immediately cut in,

However, at 1420, the generators were back in eperation, and emergency power
secured.

30 September 1945

Anchored as befere., At 1625, bearings verified the fact that the ship was
dragging ancher, and Special Sea Details were set, The Captain deemed it advis-
able te wait until visibility impreved, before weighing ancher, At 0919, the
ship was underway, and at 0924, ship was anchered in Berth 1-51 as before,

. R, HAINES,
Comdr,, USNR,

Commanding.
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1 October 1945 (Zone time =10)

Anchored in Berth 1-51, Saipan Harbor, Marianas Islands, awaiting further
orders, Due to persistent heavy swells, the anchor chain was veered to 105
fathoms at 0930, At 1930, commenced turning over main engine 5 RFM to relieve
strain on anchor chain,

2 Octeber 1945

Anchored in Berth L-51, Saipan Harbor, Marianas Islands, awaiting orders,
Main engine was secured at 0635. At 0843, ship's power failed, due to loss of
steam pressure to ship's service generators while shifting boilers, and emer-
gency power and lighting was cut in at 0843, Service generators were back in
operation at 0859, supplying normal power and light, At 0949, commenced turning
over main engine 5 RFM, and secured main engine at 1232,

3 October 1945

Anchored in Berth 1-51, Saipan Harbor, Marianas Islands, Wind and swells
have subsided considerably, and there seems to be no danger of dragging anchor,
However, the length of chain remains at 105 fathoms, as a precautionary measure,
At 1037, commenced taking on provisions for general mess, and completed pro-
visioning at 1300, having received 10 tons of dry stores and 5 tons of fresh
provisions,

4 October 1945

Anchored in Berth 1-51, Saipan Harbor, Marianas Islands, At 0909, ship
standing out of harbor, enroute lingayen, Philippine Islands in accordance with
ComFhibGreup 14 orders, reference # 021656, dated 2 October 1945, Standard
speed was set at 14 knots, 82 RPM, initial course 2,9° T, At 0938, exercised
crew at General Quarters, at fire quarters at 0946, and at abandon shig drill
at 0953. Drills were secured at 1000, At 1153, changed course to 221 T, At
194£, changed course to 275° T, At 2350, changed course to 269° T,

Position 1200 2000

latitude 159 Q01' N 13° ZS‘ N

Longitude 145° 14 E u3° 57" E
5 October 1945

Steaming independently on course 269° T, enroute Lingayen, Philippine
Islands, Standard speed 14.5 knots, 83 RFM., At 0800, increased standard speed
to 15 knots, 85 RPM. Held materiel inspection at 1315, and completed inspection

at 1430,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 13° 39" N 130 4O' N 130 39' N
Longitude 141° 08' E W0° 16' E 138° 20' E

6 October 1945

Steaming as before, At 0848, changed course to 270° T, At 0945, held
Captain's Inspection. Streng headwinds are retarding ship's speed, and speed
was increased to 87 RPM at 1050, The increase is enabling us to maintain

150040
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6 October 1945 (Cont'd) (Zone time -9)
an average speed of 14.5 knots, At 1945, retarded ship's clocks (1) hour

to =9 zone time,

Position 0800 1200 2000

Latitude 13° 34" N 13° 29t N 13© 28' N

Longitude 1359 27" E 134° 37" E 1320 39' E
7 October 1945

Steaming as before, course 270° T, speed 14.5 knots, &7 RPM. At 0635,
changed course to 267° T. At 1601, reduced speed to 14 knots, 80 RFM, and
changed course to 254° T, At 1942, changed course to 270° T, reduced speed
to 13.5 knots, 75 RPM. At 2303, adjusted course to 272° T,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 13° 37 N 13°% 26t N 13° 02' N
Longitude 129° 14' E 128° 19' E 126° 26! E

8 October 1945

Steaming as before. At 0100, changed course to 275° T, standard speed
remaining 13.5 knots, 75 RFM. At 0317, changed course to 250° T. At 0343,
changed course to 245° T, At 0410, changed course to 240° T. At 0418,
sighted San Bernardino light bearing 220Y T, distance 19 miles, At O434,
changed course to 230° T, increased speed to 14.5 knots, 85 RFM. Lookouts
sighted land at 0530, At 0600, standing into the San Bernardine Strait, from
where we proceeded on various cources to the Verde Islands passage.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 120 32t N 129 46! N 13° 14t N
Longitude 1230 57" E 1230 03' E 121° 17" E

9 October 1945

Steaming as before, Standard speed 14.5 knots, 85 RFM., Still proceeding
through Central Philippine waters on various courses. At OLL5, set course at
350° T, At 0818, changed course to 000° T, and commenced piloting up the west
coast of Luzen. At 1148, changed course to O48° T. At 1334, changed course
to 089° T, and at 1425, ship was standing off San Fernando, Fhilippine Islands,
awaiting instructions. At 1614, Fort Director instructed ship to proceed teo
Agoo in Lingayen Gulf, and the ship proceeded to an anchorage off Aringay
Point in Lingayen Gulf, and anchored at 1728,

Position 0800
Latitude 15 19' N
Longitude 119° 41' E

10 October 1945
Anchored off Aringay Point, Lingayen Gulf, Philippine Islands. At 0907,
ship underway from Aringay Point to Agoo Beach, about 5 miles south. At 1113,
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10 October 1945 (Cont'd) (Zone time =9)
ship anchored 1200 yds. off Agoo Beach, making preparations for taking on
Armmy cargo, Draft before loading commenced: 12' 11" forward, 20' 03" aft.

11 October 1945

Anchored as before, Pursuant to ComPhibGroup 14 dispatch # 021656, dated
2 October 1945, 109 enlisted men and two (2) officers, U.S, Army, were received
aboard for transportation to Sasebo, Kyushu, Japan.

12 October 1945

Anchored as before, Ensign R, I, BISHOP was this day suspended from duty
by order of the Commanding Officer for failure to properly execute an order.
Continuing loading cargo.

13 October 1945

Anchored as before, Cargo loading is proceeding slowly due to heavy swells
and surf at Agoo Beach, Small boats are unable to operate successfully on this
beach,

14 October 1945
Anchored as before, Three (3) Army officers reported aboard for trans-

portation. Continuing loading cargo.

15 October 1945
Anchored as before., Continuing loading cargo.

16 October 1945
Anchored as before., Continuing loading cargo.

17 October 1945
Anchored as before., Continuing loading cargo. Received aboard 53 tons of
fresh provisions for general mess,

18 October 1945
Anchored as before., One Army officer reported aboard for transportation.
Completed loading cargo at 1315, Draft forward 14' 10", aft 22' 4",

19 October 1945

Anchored as before, At 0955, standing out of Lingayen Gulf, Philippine
Islands enroute Sasebo, Japan, in accordance with ComPhibGroup 14 order # 161246,
dated 17 October 1945 in company with the U.S.S. APPLING (APA-58), 0.T.C. in this
ship, Standard speed 14 knots, 80 RPM, course 345 T, Draft: forward 14' 10";
aft 22' 4", At 1100, exercised crew at emergency drills; secured at 1119. At
1848, changed course to 029° T,

Positio 1200 2000
Ti—'gt tude 16° 58' N 18° 531 N
Longitude 120 15' B 120 27" E
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20 October 1945 (Zone time =9)

Steaming as before., At 0652, changed course to 049° T. At 1253, increased
standard speed to 14.3 knots, 83 RPM., At 2000, increased standard speed to 14.5
knots, 85 RFM.

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 20° 27" N 21° 01' N 22° 11' N
Longitude 1220 38! E 1230 19' E 1240 50' E

21 October 1945

Steaming as before. At 1155, changed course to 352° T, At 1700, adjusted
base course to 357° T. Ship was receiving a strong set to port. At 1845, changed
course to 024° T, At 1926, changed course to 016° T, At 1932, passed Tokashiki
Jima, Kerama Rhetto, abeam to port, distance 2 miles. At 1938, changed course to
001° T, reduced standard speed to 11 knots, 65 RPM. At 2134, increased standard
speed to 11.5 knots, 68 RPM, At 2200, changed course to 0150 T,

Fosition 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 23° 51' N 24° 33' N 26° 14! N
Longitude 126° 59' E 127° 37.5' E 127° 29' E

22 October 1945
Steaming as before, Course 015° T, speed 11,5 knots, 68 RFM., Adjusted
base course to OL7° T at 0658. At 1300, adjusted base course to 015° T and at

1330 increased standard speed to 11,7 knots, 70 RFM. At 2115, changed course to
0120 T,

Position 0800 1200 2000
Latitude 28° 22' N 29° 05' N 30° 30' N
Longitude ¢ 1270 59! E 1280 20' E 1280 51' E

23 October 1945

Steaming as before, Course 012° T, speed 11.7 knots, 70 RFM. At 0110,
adjusted course to 015° T. At 0610, changed course to 010° T, At 0659, changed
course to 000° T, making entrance into mine swept channel leading to Sasebo Ko.
At 1027, ship anchored off Sasebo Ko Harbor entrance, Kyushu, Japan, awaiting
further instructions,

24 October 1945

Anchored as before, GCeneral drills were held this afternoon, commencing
at 1515, consisting of Fire Quarters, General Quarters, and Abandon Ship Drill,
Secured from emergency drills at 1609.

25 October 1945
Anchored as before, Ship entered harbor today at 1000, piloted by
Japanese pilot K. KUCHII. At 1110, ship was anchored in Berth 7. At 1525,

crew was exercised at emergency drills, Called away fire and rescue party.
Secured at 1552,
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26 October 1945 (Zone time =9)
Anchored as before, awaiting further instructions,

27 October 1945

Anchored as before, Ship underway at 1042, with the Commanding Officer
at the Conn, shifting to Berth 27, and anchored at 1131, in Berth 27, off
Green Beach, Commenced unloading cargo at 1417. Draft: forward 14' 3";
aft 21' 10",

28 October 1945
Anchored as before, Continuing unloading cargo.

29 October 1945
Anchored as before. Continuing unloading cargo.

30 October 1945
Anchored as before., Continuing unloading cargo.

31 October 1945
Anchored as before, Completed unloading cargo at 0553, Draft: forward

11' 11%; aft 19' 3", Awaiting orders.
:';E. R. HAINES

Commander, USNR,
Commanding.
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1 November 1945. (Zone time =9)
Anchored in Berth 27, Sasebo Ko, Kyushu, Japan, awaiting bfders.

2 November 1945. o i
Anchored as before, Held materiel inspection at 1315, andisecured at
1415,

3 November 1945.
Anchored as before, At 0900, mustered crew at quarters for Captain's
Inspection, Secured from Captain's Inspection at 0955,

L November 1945,
Anchored as before,

5 November 1945.
Anchored as before. At 1600, exercised crew at fire quarters., 1612 -
Secured from fire quarters,

6 November 1945,
Anchored as before.

7 November 1945.

Anchored as before., At 1315, commenced loading cargo of Japanese Army
and Navy ordnance material to be shipped to the continental United States for
experimental purposes, in addition to U.S. Navy ordnance,

8 November 1945.

Anchored as before, Continued loading cargo. At 1330, one (1) Navy
enlisted man was received aboard for transportation to continental United States.
1450 - Fursuant to orders of CO, U.S. Naval Training School (Pre-Radar), Bow-
doir College, Brunswick, Maine dated 1 September 1945, and in accordance with
BuFers dispatch dated 30 August 1945, the following named officers were re-
ceived aboard for duty: Maurice E. GLENNON Jr., insign (D)L, USNR, 4406053
Richard M, LIGHT, Ensign (D)L USNR, L40663. At 1905, HENDERSON, Port.er, Ch.
Mach., (E)L USNR reported aboard for duty as supercargo.

9 November 1945,
Anchored as before., Continued loading cargo. At 1905, one (1) enlisted
man, USN, reported aboard for transportation.

10 November 1945,

Anchored as before. Continued loading cargo. At 0955, WOODMAN, Walter L.,
Eli2c, 860 37 80, and COVERT, John A., CCS, 409 32 97 were transferred to Fort
Director Cub 1€ for transportation to the continental United States and discharge
from the Naval service,

11 November 1945,
Anchored as before, Continued loading cargo.

154135
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12 November 1945. (Zone time -9)

Anchored as before, Continued loading cargo. At 0850, CAPUTO, Fhilip U.,
S2¢, 643 83 64, USNR, sustained traumatic shock, contusions and abrasions of the
legs, and possible internal injuries when he was knocked from the starboard side
of the main deck by a line on the hook of the whip at #2 hatch aft, He fell,
striking the gunwale of an LCM tied alongside, and plunged into the water,
CAPUTO was immediately recovered by the LCM crew, the medical officer supervised
first aid, and the patient was transferred to sick bay. The accident occurred
in the line of duty, not misconduct. At 1300, CAPUTO was transferred to the
U.5.5. SAMARITAN for medical treatment.

13 November 1945.
Anchored as before. Continued loading cargo.

14 November 1945,

Anchored as before, Completed loading cargo at 0€41, having received 1,039
tons of ordnance equipment, Draft: forward 12' 11"; aft 21' 5", At 0950, ship
underway to alongside U.3.S. ENOREE (AO-69). At 1110, commenced taking on fuel
oil, Draft: forward 12' 11"; aft 21' 5". At 1310, completed taking on fuel oil,
having received 2,500 barrela. Draft: forward 14' 6"; aft 21' 9", At 1540,
twelve (12) off:.cers USMC and fifty-nine (59) enlisted men were received on board
for transportation t.o the continental United States, anc CAPUTO, Fhilip U., SZc,
643 83 64, reported on board for duty from the U.S. .S SAMARITAN « 1602 - Ship
underway from alongside U.S.S, ENOREE to anchorage 16. At 1644, anchored in Berth
16, Sasebo, Japan,

15 November 1945

Anchored as before., At 1509, ship underway from anchorage Sasebo Ko, Kyushu,
Japan enroute Fearl Harbor, Oahu, T.H. Standard speed 14 knots, &5 RFM; took
departure on course 265°T, At 1500 changed course to 225°T, it 1610, changed
course to 187°T, At 1620, comenced emergency drills—-fire quarters and abandon
ship drill. At 1625, cha.nged course to 180°T. At 1640, secured from all emer-
gency drills, At 1835, changed course to 198°T, At 2316, changed course to 140°T,
Condition Affirm was set at sunset.

2000
Latitude 32° 11' N
Longitude 129° 23' E

16 November 1945

Steaming as before, on course 140°T, speed 14 knots, 85 RFM. At OlL2,
changed course to 090°T., At 0€07, exercised crew at collision quarters, At
0816, exercised crew at abandon ship drill, and secured from all emergency drills
at 0827. At 1600, exercised crew at abandon ship drill, and secured at 1611,
Because of the floating mine menace, condition Affirm will continue to be the
evening cruising condition, and condition Baker the daytime cruising condition.

0800 1200 2000
Latitude 30° 55" N 300 57t N 300 56' N
Longitude 131° 17" E 132° 31' E 134° 44! B
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17 November 1945. (Zone time -9)

Steaming as before, on course 090°T, speed 1 krots, €5 REM, At 0100,
advanced ship's clocks one hour to -10 zone time, At 1245, changed base course
to 085°T, and at 1900, adjusted base course to 083°T,

0800 1200 2000
Latitude 30° 55! N 309 53! N 31° 01' N
Longitude 137° 37" E 138° 43,5' B 1,0° 56" W

18 November 19L5.
Steaming as before, on course 083°T, speed 1 krots, 85 RPM. At 1230,
changed course to 08€°T,

0800 1200 2000
latitude 31° 14 N 31° 27! N 31° 30' N
Longitude U° 22' E 145° 29' E WP 27" E

19 November 1945.

Steaming as before, on course 088°T, speed 1 knots, 85 RPM. 0100 -
Advanced ship's clocks one hour to -1l zone time., 1300 - Changed course to
085°T,

0800 1200 2000
Latd tude 31° 31,5' N 30° 28' N 310 32! N
Longitude 150° 48! E 151° 53' E 1540 03' E

20 November 1945,
Steaming as before, on course 085°T, speed 14 knots, 85 RFM, At 0500,
changed course to 093°T,

0800 1200 2000
Latitude 31° 30" N 31° 37' N 310 32' N
Longitude 157° 17" E 158° 15! E 160° 12t E

21 November 1945.
Steaming as befora, on course 093°T, speed 14 knots, 85 RFM. At 1600,
changed course to 100°T,

0800 1200 2000
Latitude 31° 19* N 31° 15,5' N 31° 02' N
Longitude 163° 45" E 164° 57" E 167° 13! E

22 November 1945,

Steaming as before, on course 100°T, speed 14 knots, 85 RFM, At 1000,
changed course to 093°T, At 1829, reduced speed to 12,5 knots, 75 RFM, At 2025,
reduced speed to 7 knots, 45 RFM, due to heavy sea, At 2232, increased speed
to 9 knots, 60 RFM,

0800 1200 2000
Latitude 300 25' N 30° 29t N 30° 23' N
Longi tude 170° 01' E 171° 05' E 173° 02' E
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23 November 1945, (Zone time -11)

Steaming as before, on course 093°T, speed 9 knots, 60 RPM. At 0330,
changed course to 104°T, At 0615, increased speed to 10,5 knots, 70 RHM, At
0714, increased speed to 12,5 knots, 75 RFM. At 0905, increased speed to 13.5
knots, 80 RFM. At 0933, increased speed to 14 knots, 85 RPM, Adjusted base
course to 102°T at 2000,

0800 1200 2000
Latitude 300 O1' N 30° 00' N 29° 33' N
Longitude 175° L4 B 175° 45" E 177° 47" E

2L, November 1945, (Meridian Day)

Steaming as before, on course 102°T, speed 14 knots, 85 RFM. At 0500,
crossed International Date Line, Changed course to 106°T at 0700, and at 1454
to 108°T,

0800 1200 2000
Latitude 29° Q0! N 280 L7 N 280 13' N
Longitude 179° 03.5' W 177° 56" W 175 L1' W

2L, November 1945,

Steaming as before, on course 108°T, speed 1 knots, €5 RFM. At 0100,
advanced ship's clocks one hour to ¢ll ,one time, Captain's Inspection was
held at 1000, and secured from Captain's Inspection at 1038, At 2000, adjusted
base course to 110°T,

0800 1200 2000
Latitude 27° 27" N 27° 10" N 26° 341 N
Longitude 172° 551 W 171° 550 W 169° 56! W

25 November 1945.
Steaming as before, on course 110°T, speed 14 knots, 85 RFM. At 0914,
adjusted course to 112°T,

0800 1200 2000
Latitude 250 39! N 250 18' N 21° 36' N
Longitude 166° 58t W 165° 37.5' W 163° 34 W

26 November 1945.

Steaming as before, on course 112°T, speed 14 knots, 85 RFM. At 0100,
advanced ship's clocks one-half hour to 4 zone time, Reduced speed to 11.8
knots, 65 REM at 0800, 1145, sighted Kauai Island bearing 150°T, distance 61
miles, 1433 - Reduced speed to 9 knots, 50 RPM. At 1830, changed course to
161°T, and increased speed to 9,6 knots, 56 RPM, Night fire quarters were
held at 2150, GSecured from night fire quarters at 2159,

0800 1200 2000
Latitude 23° 29' N 23° 11' N 22° 3" N
Longitude 160° 42' i 160° 00" W 158° 551 W
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27 November 1945, (Zone time +103)

Steaming as before, on course 161°T, speed 9.5 knots, 56 RPM. At 0442,
changed course to 093°T, enroute target area, to hold anti-aircraft practice,
At 0552, ship was maneuvering in the target area, Gunnery exercises commenced
at 0704, Two Navy TEF's towing sleeves made several How, George, and Uncle runs
on the ship., Exercise was secured at 0731. At 0733, ship r-sumed standard speed,
and set course 060°T for Fearl Harbor entrance channel. At 0844, changed course
to 0650T. Ship moored at 1132 in Berth C-6, Pearl Harbor, awaiting fuel and water
barges.

0800
Latitude 21° 04.5' N
Longitude 158° 21,5' W

28 November 1945.

Ship moored to buoys fore and aft in Berth C-6, Pearl Harbor, T.H. At 0935,
three (3) enlisted men, USN, were transferred to CO, Staging Area for transportation
to the West Coast of the United States. 1400 - Burnise H, ELLIOTT, First Lieut-
enant, USMCR, was detached to CO, Staging Area, Pearl Harbor for transportation
to the continental United States and release from active duty. Two (2) officers
and eighty (80) enlisted men, USN, reported aboard for transportation. At 2025,
Donald F. HARRINGTON, lx.(jgj, (MC) USNE was received aboard for temporary duty.

29 November 1945,

loored as before. At 131€, Richard J. GORMAN, Lieut., (MC) USNR, having been
properly relieved as medical officer by Donald F., HARRINGTON, Lt.(jg), (MC), was
detached for transportation to the continental United States., At 1412, ship
underway, enroute Balboa, Canal Zone, At 1512, took departure on course 1€1°T,
and set standard speed at 14 knots, 85 HFi, At 1605, commenced emergency drills,
fire quarters and abandon ship drill., Secured from emergency drills at 1620.
At 2045, changed course to 142°T,

2000
Latitude 20° 121 N
Longitude 157° 59* W

30 November 1945,

Steaming as before, on course 142°T, speed 14 knots, 85 RFM. At 0100,
advanced ship's clocks one-half hour to 410 zone time, At 1408, adjusted base
course to 138°T,

0€00 1200 2000
Latitude 17° 581 § 17° 15' N 150 48' N
Longitude 156° 22! W 155° 48! W 154° 35! W
659?>R’ HAINES
Commander, USNR
Cmanding.
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On the 31st day of August, 1944, the keel for hull #148 was laid at the
North Carolina Shipbuilding Company in Wilmington, North Carolina, By virtue
of a vastly accelerated progrum of cons‘ruction, from this keel rose a come
pleted hull which was launched twe months later--on 31 October—-and christened
“Fhe United States! Ship New Hanc\rer(-mﬂgj

Also, on thig latter date, various officers and key enlisted personnel
were receiving orders to report for pre-commissioning training, conducted at
the Maval Training Cunter, Newport, Rhode Islanl., Both the ship and its crew
rere constructed et a speed dictated by vital needs for transportation of men
ind the implement: of war,

Cn 6 December 1944, the citizens of New Hanover County, North Carolina,
after-which the ship was mmed, presented to the Prospective Commanding Of=
ficer, Lieut., Commander J. I, Haines, USNR, a silver coffee service inscribed
"A Token of Cur Pride in This Vessel from the Citizens of New Hanover County,
North Carolina,"

On the 7th of December, after a test run held off Wilmington. on 6 December,
the Mew Hanover was delivered to the United States Mavy. She was immediately
commissioned, and with Crew #1, Pre-commissioning Detall, Wilmington, aboard
she sailed to Charleston, South Carolina, decommissioned on 8 December, and
the "fitting out" operations werc comm:nced at once.

During this period more men and officers were accumilating in the New
‘fanover!s Pre-commissioning Detail at Newport. Also, 11 officers and 117
wcn were completing an intensive course of instruction in the operation of
mmphibious landin: ~vaft at Fort I'ierce, Florida,

All these ccoustituents were assembled independently of one another, but
soon all were to nerge into one unit complete in itself,

On the 22nd of December 1944, the U.S.S. New Hanover, AKA=73'was come
missioned at piler Hely Navy Yard, Charleston, The total complement of 326
men and 39 officers reported sboard, and Lieut, Commander Haines took command.
Until 25 December she remained in the Navy Tard receiving stores and allowances
cutfit, and undergoing minor nlterations. On Christmas day the ship moved to
“lydé Mellory Docks 2 and 3, Cooper River, Charl .ston, S. C. to complete re-
~cipt of stores :nd allowance outfit, On the 28th of December she was depermed
't Cooper River, Charleston Harbor, On the following day a short run was made
outside the harbor during vhich mpgnetic compasses were compensated, the crew
was exercised at emergency drills, and structural firing tests were conducted
on all puns, At the conclusion of this exercise, she returned to pler-iish,
Navy Yard, Charleston for last-minute alterations, remining there until 1
January 1945, On that date, the U.S.Se« New Hanover first met the open sea as
a rommissioned vessel, enroute from Charleston, S. C. to Norfolk, Virginia,
During the passag off Hatterns, stormy scas rolled the ship to 30 degrees,
On 2 January the ship anchored in Berth 4, Hampton Roads, On the following

157843 Ivaep 1
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day, Curtain D, F, J, Shea, USN and Communder T, L, Jermann, USNR came aboard
with materiel and shake-down inspection parties, respectively., The inspac-
tions-were-completed-and both parties left the ship.

On 4 January the shake-down cruise commenced, as the New Hanover entered
Chesapeake Bay, and ended on 1l January., During this time magnetic compasses
were agnin compensated and a degrussing check run was made, A four-hour full
power run was conducted, with a peak hour overage of 95,1 rpm (18,6 knots)
determined, and additional specd date were obtained over the measured mile
nt Annapolis. Various tactical data werc obtained, the crew was excrcised
at general drills, .nd simulited amphibicus excreises in a ship-to-shore
evelution were exccuted,

From the 9th to the 1lth of Jamuary, Lieut.(j.g.) F. A. Birmingham, USNR
wis aboard with a party of 34 civilian puests Who represented various industries
and labor organizations instrumental in nmaval and war production. After another
full power run (which was interrupted by an over-heating turbine bearing) the
New Hanover returned to Norfolk Navy Yard where the Chief Engineer reported no
damage to the turbine bearing. Brcessive friction had burned the carbon pack=
ing which was rupi{;eﬂ py ship!s force,

On 16 Janwary, the commnding officer accepted his promotion to Conm:l.ndur,
to rank from 27 August 1943.

‘. ° On 17 January at 1633, while moored starboard side to pier 4 Berth 43,
_NOB, Norfolk, the fire alarm sounded and fire was reported in #2 hold aft, 3rd
v deck, At 1837 the fire was reported out after holes had been cut in the sides
of the ship to facilitate fire-fighting operations. Seventy cargo nets were
destroyed, the "mike" coil degaussing cable was damaged, and plates adjacent to
the firc were distorted by -the hﬁat Assistance was rendered by two fire tugs
and the(NCB Fire Department. A complete report (dispatch 18-1618 of Jamery
1945 to ComServlant and ComPhibsTralant) was submitted by the commnding of-
ficer.

Repiirs were effected immediately and by the 23rd of January the ship had
received her first carge--=3300 tons of it,

During the peried from 24 January to 27 January, the KA-73 cruised from
orfolk to 'anganille Point, Celon, Canal Zone., In-Task Unit 29,6.1Q, éhe was
iccompanied by th ".S.5. 3ims (APD-50),(CTU being Commander Haines in the "73",
On this cruise the members of the crew wbre exercised frequently at emergency
drills, and much progress was rede in indoctrinating them in their duties
“board ship, Some engine trouble developed necessitating securing the min
engines on two occasions--oncc, due to loss of lube cil pressure, and again
beciuse of fajilure of the forced=draft blowers, Neither of these required
other than minor repnirs,

On arrival in Colon on 29 January,.Task Unit 2946410.was dissolved and the
New Hanover reported for duty tol CinCPag), requesting a delay at Cristobal to
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vash down boilers which had salted Dp-on the journey. The request was granted,
the boilérs were cleaned, and -t 0959," 1 February, the ship was underway for
the 10=hcur passage through the Panama Cnnal,

Upcn clearing the'Canal, the crew was informed that the ship's destination
was Pearl Harbor, Cehu, T, H., estimted time of arrival, 1200, 19 February,

Tt was on this cruise, sailing independently, that the crew and officers
of theilA=T3 became really acquainted with the ship, their ship—matcs, and
their cduties, Tn addition to frequent drills nnd firing practice, a course
of instruction was held for officers and enlisted persomnel, nnd junior officers
began to keop their navigation notubooks, lHedical prrties were trained and

K CIC teams were ziveon opportunity to demonstrate their specialties. Well-form-
wlated battle proviiow were used to illustrate to all-innds-the necessity for

" 1. mintaining a hish degree of efficicncy nnd discinlinc,

(n her arrival at Pearl Harbor, the ship was assigaed pler M=3 where she
moored starbcard side to at-333# to discharge her cargo. She immedintely re-
ported to AdComPhibsPac) for cduty. On Februsry 25 unloading had been completed
and the ship was underway with six Novy officer-passengers and ty USUC on-
listed ren who had reported abonrd the preceding day for transportation. This
cruiee, to Guadaleanal, Solomone Islands, required nine days which were for
the most part uneventful, Training and wxercise at drills continued without
interruptions on 27 February, leockouts sighted a balloon which appeared to
be descending, The ship was maneuvered te pick the object up after it struck
the water, Upon examination it proved to be a self-destroying meteorological
or fire=bomb ba2lloon of Japanesc manufacture, It had apparently been damaged
while aloft ond was not completc, However, it seemed to mve had elaborate
automatic controls, and thore remained attached n pierate explosive charge
weighing about 2 pounds with a detonater, This charge hnd been rendered hnrm-
less by faulty construction or by immersien in watcr, Photographs which were
taken of the balloon and all its parts were sent to(CND and the balloon itself-
was destroyed, Y o _

During the cruise, engine failure occurred three times, The first was due
to /1 boiler priming; the second when the fuel oil strainer cap carried away;
and the tlﬁrc\t;imc when lube oil pressure was lost,

1

After anchoring off Tunga Point, Guadaleanal, the passengers from Pearl
Harbor were discharged and the New Hancver reported to (CorThibsCroup 4 for
duty on-7 March, Bntil‘:lﬁ Mareh she rumained of f Tuanga Point awmiting orders,
Finally, orders arrived sending her to Purvis Bay, Florida Islandy where she
reported to ONB -~ omens fer dubtw, Fucl and water tanks were topped off pre-
paratory to sailing., On 18 March opders were received for a two-day cruise to
Expiritu Sonto, Now Hebrides, #ponther arrival there on 21 March,;she-reported
for duty to ComTransRon 16, Commodore J, B, MeGovern, USN. ~In the following
four days a combat lond of- 2150 tons wns loaded aboard, nlong with a passenger
complement of 11 troop officers and 129 troops of the 27th Division, U.S, Army.
On the 25th of March the "73" was undcrwnay in convoy withkTask Group 5333

=3
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3 "'I'ki' aws ) .
enroute to Ulithi, Commedore lcf}o*.r rmVas Cj} 53¢3, The ship was part of Task
Unit 51.3.13 under Gapbain Ay 8¢ ®otno=spson, USN, On this cruise, the of=-
ficers of the New Hanover became acquair.bed with the complaexitics of travelling
in company with other ships, cspecially in regard to station-kecping on zig-zag
maneuvers, '"Peosits" wore recuived in diminishing mumbers, and emergency mne
cuvers became routine,y Training of personnel continued in preparation-fer-the
asbion-to-comey (Anchorage at Ulithi wns over-night from the 3rd to the 4th
of April, at which timc the convoy continued to Kerama Retto where the ship
anchored on 9 April 1945, off Koba Jimae, On the evening of that date she
shifted berth to the pretected fleet anchorape at Keramn Kaikyo., For the first
time, the crew wes called to genercl quarters because of the proxiudty of enemy
planes, but no planes were sighted and thr.- "all clear" sounded,

Cn 10 April, dw-comprniwith CID-LF the New Hanover preceaded to the
Hagushn Beachcs, Okinawa Jimigto join tie rumainder of TG 51,3 which;-on the
previcus day, had been detached on sepnrate orders.

Until 12 Apr'" rough weather and swells forestalled efforts to discharge
cargo, On that dote, and continuing throurh 17 Apiil cargo was discharged with
all possible speed, During this time the crew was called to general quarters -
approximatoely 30 times, This, coupled with a congested condition on the becch,
cunsiderably slowed the unleading operation, “On the 19th of April, two days
after the completion of discharging her cargo, the ship was again underway
enroute to Ulithi in company with ~ merchant convoy. The SOPA was on board
the 38 Sea Runner. -Un this cruise, which was campleted on 23 April, engine
failure occurred twice, both of which were due to minor defects in the forced-
draft blowers, On 23 April she anchored in Ulithi Atoll and discharged 3 Navy
01ficcr~mssen;‘n rs and 38 Mavy cnlicsted porsonncl—=the beach party from the s 7
(kPA-?{} which had been embarked just prior to the shipts departure from Ckinawa,

The ship remined at ancher in Ulithi until 2 May when she made departure
enroute to Guam with 28 ambulntory casualtics on board, On the 3prd of lMay she .
arrived at Guam ard on the followinr' dny discharged her passcngers, On 5 M'Ly
she cormencod raceiving her crrgo——supplics for C”RJ.A,- five T2C!'s (droncd)pd -
and landing crmft to replace those transferred to boat-poels-aé Ckinawa, On !
6 May, with-all-her cargo-aboardy the liow Hanover wns underway for the return
to Ulithi.. On € lay, the day following her rcturn to. Ulithi, all cargo was
disogu@ On 9 May, having been so omdered Ly CQmSoI’a.c, s‘u, nins detached fram
ComTransPon.lh.and ])r*octodcc‘ on independent duty, to Manus Island with a small
cargo of mail, An ove rn-mf'ht stop vas sufficient to dischnrge this cargo, and
on 13 oy she proceeded to the Tmssell Tslands. On the 16th of Yay she moored
to a dock at Banake Island, Russell Tsirnds, and cormenced loading 3600 tons of
general cargo, On 21 My, l Nnvy officer passenger, and 120 USMC personncl re=
vortcd aboard for transportation. All loading wns completed on the 22nd of May
and the ship procecded to Tulapgi Harbor for fueling and water, On the 23rd)
orders were rccuived from CNB, Sout.h Soleomons, nnd the ship departed enroute
to Eniwetok Atel?

The arrivel at Eniwctok on 27 !y marked the beginning of a 20-day wait

i
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for clearance to _uwm, the destinatlon of the troops and cargé,; During this
time, minor repairs were radc and much painting was donme, Considerable diffi-
culty was expcricnced in the regulation of watar consumption on the part of
embarked troops, A supplementairy supply was obtained from the %03 and sub~’
sequent strict suporvision prevented the recurrence of a shortage N On 16 June,
orders were received and the ship was enrcutc to Guams Immedintely upon her
arrivl there, she discharged her passenger complerent and was ordered to de=
rart the following day for Sairan to await clearance for her cargo. After
waiting two days at Saipan, clearance was granted and the ship returned to
Guam, arriving there on 25 June.) Provisions and stores were replenished at
cnce and on the next day the di{.:bhmrge of eargo cormenced, This activity ws
completed without incident and!on 4 July, with 2 small eargo of mail aboard
the FA=73 began the "magic-carpet run" to San Francisco, California, This
cruise required 16 dnyoy (uring which time various routine and special drills
were held, bnattle problems were conducted, and the ship was prepared for her
grand entrance, Uniform inspectiens were held for all hands, Work requests
and requisitions were submittcd so that no delay would result during her avail-
ability. On' 20 July, anchorage was made in berth K-2, anchomge 12, San Fran-
cisco Harbor, whore fresh provisions were received and the cargo of mail dis-
charged. !

Upon reporting to Com'estSeaFron, it was found that she had been granted
approximately twoewecks! availability for yard repairs and alterations, These
were begun on 24 July when she moored to pier 27. Ieave was granted as liber—
ally as possible and those men who remained aboard were granted liherty as
lavishly as ship!s worl \parnﬂttecl

Cn August 5, after compensating ccmpasses in the bay, the ship proceeded
to pier-Gy Point Yolate, San Francisco Bay for fuel and to load 3100 tons of
fog oils This w - comnleted on 10 August and on the next day she moved to
pier-48=B to recoive appraximately 1050 tons of general eargo and a passenger
complement of 8 Navy officer-passengers and 39 troops, U. S. Army,

On 15 August the ship left 3an Franeisco enroute to Pearl Harbor, Oahu,
T. He on orders from ComYcstScaFron, Upon arrival in Pearl Harbor on 21
Aupust,, the New Hanover roported to AdComPhibsFac for duty. On the following
day &1l passengers werc discharged and the general cargo was discharged., Berths
were shifted several times before the cargo of fog oil was completely dise
charged on 1 September, On 10 September orders were received to move to
Honolulu Harbor where, in three days, the task of loading ecargo and personnel
for transportation was completed, On 13 September the ship was again underway--
this time cnroute to Tinian with the carge of 599 tons of vehicles and a
passenger list of 11 officers, U.S, Army and 60 cnlisted Navy personnel, the
eruise completed on 24 September, | On 16 September, while enroute to Tinian,
a member of the crew, Skiles, D, D,, MMle, 624 00 27, V6 USNR, fatally injured
himself while handling a cnrbine the armory. Inv.stigation strongly in-
dicated that the subject man had deliberately taken his own life. The body
gi Stiles was interred on the day/of arrival at Tinian in the Army Cenmetery

ere,
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SHIP'S HISTORY - U.S.S. NEW HANOVER (AKA-73)

The cargo was completely unloaded on 26 Septembery, when orders were rew
ceived, and the ship moved to Saipan Herbor to await further assignment, thile
walting for these orders at Saipan, high winds and a lowering barcmeter caused
some concern for the safety of the ship., Hurricancs were reported moving along
paths nearby and all hands were anxious to get underway from the danger zone,
On the 4th of Cetober the "73" was ordered to proceed indspondently to
Linea;en, Philippine Islands, vi: San Fernardino Strait and Verde Island Pas-
sagewy, Upon her arrival there on 10 October she ancheored off Point Aringay
for onc night while information wns.obtained as to the whereabouts of the Army
activity to which the ship was to report. Cargo loading commenced on the 1lth
off A-oo Deach., High swells and a difficult beach delayed the operation cone
siderably, but by the 18th, the entire cargoe,: 1700 tons, and passenger comple—
ment of 6 cfficers and 109 enlisted pcrsonncl, U, S. Army, was aboard, The
next day, in company with the U.S.5. Appling (M’A—SS) as Task Unit Skel5el7y-
the cruise to Sasebo, Kyushu, Japan commencedy, with CTU in the New Hanover,
This voyage was ¢ mleted without inecident on 23 Octobers Two days later she
was ordered to proceed from the cubter mrbor to the inncr harbor of Sasebo Ko
where unloading operations commenced, This cargo was completely discharged
on the 31st and all passengers werc sent ashore,; Scme delay was noted to be
due to excessive congestion at discharge points on tha beach, liowever, the
operation was exeguted in a reasonably satisfactory mnner and the ship was
reportad ready for sea on the last day of October,
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SHIP!S HISTORY - U,S.S, NEW HANOVER (AKA=73)

The cargo was completely unloaded on 26 Saptember, when or&rs were I¢
ceived, and the ship moved to Saipan Harbor to await further assigmment.
While waiting for these orders at Svinen, high wdnds and a loweri u,‘_(.wy g
caused some concerp for the safety of the ship, Hurricanes were rep®
meving along paths nearby and al’ hands werc anxious to get underway fron the
danger zone, On the Lth of Caulher the "73" was ordered to proceed indepen-
dently to Lingayen, Philipoine Iclunds via Scn Berpardino Strait and Verde
Island Passagew&y. Upon her a.rrlval there on 10 October she anchored off
Point Aringay for one night while information as obtained as to the where-
abouts of the Army activity to which the ship .as to report. Carje loading
comnenced on the 1lth off Agoo Beach, High swells-and a difficult beach
delayed the operation considerably, but by the 18th, the entire cargo, 1700
tons, and passenger complement of 6 officers amd 109 enlisted parsonnel
U.S. .Cerr;;.r was aboprd. The next day, in company with the U.S.S. Appling
(APA-58) as Task Unit 54.15,17, the cruise to Suscho, Kyushu, Jepan comnenced,
with CTU in toe Ner Horover, This wvoyage was completed w:l.thout incident on
23 October. Two days lat.er she was ordered to proceed from the outer harbor
to the inner harbar of Sasebo Ko where unloading operations commenced, This
cargo was completely discharged on the 31st and all passengers were sent
ashore, Some deldy was noted to be due to excessive congestion at discharge
points cn the beagh, Hovruver, tio osaration was executed in a reasonably
satisfactory manner and the ship was reported ready for sea on the last day
of October, \

Orders were received, 6 November 1945, to return to the Unitad States
with a cargo consisting mainly of captured Japanese equipment, and the loading
operation commenced on 7 November., T.is activity procecded slowly as it was
necessary to locate and prepare for stowage many items of varying size and
welghte

On 14 November, 1039 tons had been loaded, and the ship was fueled and
reported ready for sea, On the following day, with 13 officer passengers ar
59 enlisted passengers aboard, the ship was underway from Sasebo, Kyushu,
Japan enroute to the Canal Zone via Pearl Harbor,

Stormy seas on 22 November forced a reduction in speed to 7 knots for
about 12 hours, but subsequent good weather permitted the 73's arrival in
Pearl Harbor early on 27 November,

The ship was fueled, amd provisions were obtained as soon as necessary
arrangements could be made,

Two passenger of ficers and 80 enlisted passengers were received aboard
for transportation to the East Coast, while 6 officers and 3 enlisted men
were detached for transportation to the West Coast,

After Civilian workers from the Navy Yard repacked the stern tube the
ship departed from Pearl enroute to the Canal Zone on 29 November,
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The ship arrived at Balbma Friday, 14 December 1545 and immediately
transited the Panama Canal and moored at Cesco Solo., Fuel, fresh water
and provisisns were teken abeard, Saturday, 15 December 1945, the
ship got underway for Norfolk, Virginia., Storms were encountered en-
route causing a delay of twenty-four hours but no dama<e 'mas caused
by the high seas and the ship docked on 22 December 1945 at Maval
Operating Base, Norfnlk, Virginia., Eleven officers and one hvndred
and thirty-seven enlisted men, rassenrers, and two officers, fifty-
nine enlisted men, ship's companv, were cebarked for demobilization.
Tt 1s believed that a large majority ~f this nmartv arrived home in
time for Christmas.

The cargo of MavTecJap material was discharged at MNaval Cper-ting
Fase. On 2¢ December 1945, It(3ig) 7. J. Slavin, (IC), 1"5"7, renorted
aboard as relief for the temrorarv medical officer, Lt(jg) N. T,
Harrington, (1'C), US¥R. The ship entered the Norfnlk Naval Shin Yard
for voyace rerairs and drydockine, On 10 February 1945, Lieutenant
Commancer ™. I'. Parry, USNR, reparted as relisf for Lisutenant J. O.
l'cKinrey, Executive Officer, On 15 February 1946, uron commletion
of Navy Yard werk and drydecking the ship moved tm Naval Operating
Base where 13 tons »f vehicles were received absard. One navy en-
listed passen-er was received for transportation to Iort Hueneme,
snroute to Fhilippine Islands. The ship rot underway for Davisville,
Phede Island on 20 February and arrived on 21 Febru-rv 1946, It(ig)
Johnaie J, Wilkes, reported for relief for Lieutenant %, R, Inglish,
First Lieutenant, After loading 500 tons of miscellaneous cargo, the
ship got underway from Davisville, Rhode Island on 1 March 1946
enroute to Gulfvrort, 1'igsissipri vhere she loaded an additional
3,000 tons of general cargo and vehicles and other constructien
mackinery. The shin got underrav from Gulfrort on 21 March cnroute
ta Port Hueneme., Arrivine at Cristobal on 25 'arch, seven navy
enlisted rassengers and three civilian nassenrers were taken aboard
for transportation te Port Hueneme. The ship transited the canal
and tonk departure for Fort Hueneme on 2B larch 1946,
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20 JUL 1945

From: The Public Information Officer.

To ¢ The Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.
Via The Cammanding Officer.

Sub j: Feature Article and Pictures - Submission of.
Ref : (a) PacFlt Guide Book for PRO's.

Encl: (A) Feature Article on U.S.5. New Hanover.

(B) Negatives illustrating crew activities.

1. Herewith are submitted an article and photograph negatives
concerning the activities of the USS New Hanover since the laying of her
keel. It is believed that they will be of special interest to the news-
papers indicated, inasmuch as the ship was built in Wilmington and named
for her county, and the News and Observer has considerable circulation

in that area.
KR Mazen
R. H. MASON, Lt.(3jg) USIR.
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FIRST ENDORSELENT

20 JUL 1945
From: The Canmanding Officer.
To 3 The Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.
1. Forwarded.
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For: Wilmington Star-News By: It.(jg) R.H. Magon, USNR

Wilmington, N.C. USS New Hanover AKA 73

FPO San Francisco, Calif.
News and Observer

Raleigh, N.C.
(Suggested for Sunday release)

U0,5.5. New Hanover, Named for County
That Gave Her Birth, Already a Veteran
And Itching for More Action in Pacific

ABOARD THE USS NoW HANOVER, SOMEWHERE IN THE FACIFIC—~She comes of a
seafaring people, and that always counts; ask anybody whose feet were webbed by
the sea that tumhles against the resort shores of New Hanover County and laps
at th: pilings and girders of Wilmington's waterfront. She was born there in
Wilmington, and baptized in her waters, and christened for New Hanover itself.

It wasn't long ago, really, not if you figure by the clock and the
calendar. Less than a year: and in less than a year she grew from a blueprint
to a ship that has held her place in fast convoy, and put her boats into the
sea and filled them from her deep pouches with the tools of war, znd made the sky
an umbrella of shrapnel and tracer fire.

Only a handful of the people who were to sail her weare on hand when her
keel was laid Septmeber 1, 1944, and few more were there to see the launching of
the USS New Hanover, AKA 73, at the North Carolina Shipbuilding Company on
November 28, Even the launching wasn't much of a ceremony. "The Champagne
spilled on her side," wrote a third class storekeeper who had about as much interest
in her as anybody else on the premises. "The people followed her into the water
with their gyes. Then they turned and went back to work."

Wilmington was sliding off ships every week that Fall.

Having had life spanked into her by the waves, the New Hanover left
home. She was ferried down to Charleston, where she got her guns and finishing
touches. She formally was commissioned December 22. Her officers and crew

were abeoard, but they hadn't had time to stow their gear.
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Nor was that a great ceremony. Commissionings came as cheap in Charleston
as christenings in Wilmington.

HEADCOLD ON ONE DAY
AND SUNBURN THE NEXT

A sailor aboard her caught cold in the Chesapeake Bay the day the New
Hanover started her shakedown. Before he could cure it the sun blazing down on the
Caribbean Sea had burned his skin. The ship went through the Panama Canal on
February 1. She was welcomed to the Pacific fleet five months to the day after her
keel was laid,

Comdr. John R. Haines, of 70 Morningside Drive, New York City, her captain,
had a career in the Naval Reserve that dated from the last war and included plenty
of action in the European and African theatres of the current canflict as first
lieutenant and then executive officer of the USS Ancon, a command ship. Lt. Clyde
A, Shomper, of Lykens, Pa., her executive officer, had spent 12 years in the merchant
gervice and had had ships blown from under him by both the Nazis and the Japs; once
he navigated a lifeboat to popt after six days of tossing in the Atlantic.

The New Hanover's 37 other officers had an average of two months sea duty.
Most of her 350 men had never been out; many had come into the Navy only six months
before. They didn't know it, but when they got to Pearl Harbor, iS-days-eub=ef-
Crdstodol, they had less than two months in which to get ready for action.

~= 3 ems

ACROSS THE EQUATOR
—=Aly SUUUEN ORDERS

The New Hanover had carried cargo from Norfolk to Fearl. Then empty, she
rolled in the Pacific as she turned her bow west again. She crossed the Equator
March 4.

"Mieekly following my jailor I was first placed under backbreaking torrent
of water," wrote the storekeeper. "My head was jerked forward to the extent that it
was almost separated from my shoulders, and the Royal Barber took stern measures to
insure the necessity of my having removed the little hair which he might neglect at
the moment. In proper sequence I was laid wpon the rack while the Hoyal Doctor swabbed
hither and yon in an atteupt to remove the last traces of Pollywogism fram my covering."

It was thusly that the scatiering of veterans aboard the New Hanover,
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augmented by adebachment of much-traveled Marine passengers bound for Guadalcanal,
initiated the rest of the officers and crew into the mysteries of Davy Jones' Order
of the Deep.

You couldn't rightly call her a green ship after that. Wasn't every jack
a-manning her a Shellbackl

— 3 ems
JOB SHE WAS BUILT FOR:
TO BACKYARD OF JAPAN

It was Sunday afternoon and raining hard, as often it did, upon the anchorage
of Tulagi where the New Hanover lay when an officer messenger brought a dispatch,
mentioned something about the weather, and left. Things began to hum before his boat
could ¢lear the gangway. When dawn broke the ship was on her way again. There was a
tenseness that was new.

The New Hanover put on a combat load at Espirito Santos=— 2,100 tons of bull=-
dozers and halftracks, of wreckers and six-by-sixes, of tanks and cannon, of ammunition
and provisions. That's the job she was built for: That's what makes an AKA an attack
cargo vessel. She was loaded for an invasion. And as always she was in a hurry.

She joined a convoy and went to Okinawa.

The columns of transports and screen of destroyer escorts moved up to Kerama
Retto unchallenged, and at the outset the weather was & more formidible enemy that
the Japanese. There the convpy split, and the New Hanover dropped her anchor a mile
off smoking Okinawa nine days after the initial landing. Unloading could not be
accomplished the first time it was attempted; swells blew landing craft about like
a pair of dungarees on a clothesline. Boys who had spent all their years before
on soil and concrete turned seamen overnight.

With clearing umthaz: came Nippon's fliers. They raided from two to half a
dozen times a day during the week the New Hanover dug into herself for her weapons.
The harbor was packed with shipping, and when the planes flew in at night it would seem
that the moon and all the stars had broken into a million pieces and were leaping
through the heavens, so thick and brilliant was the antiaircraft fire. Then would
come the shrapnel; it fell like hail on the decks and in the water, and the awe
would begin to escape the gunners.

Sesawd the S unloading continued during slerts. The New Hanover's

-
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winchmen and deck hands brought out the vehicles and armament and supplies with junbo
boams and yard-and-stay, and the New Hanover's boatmen took them to the beach in
IC-M's and LC-VP's. Night shifts worked beneath feeble lights; coxewains slipped their
craft through dark waters where challenges came as frequently as the hum of Diesels.
Not one failed to Ee..t through or to come back.

Then toa&“sgeg;&dm; Hanover's high riding comvoy, and there
the ship went alone to Guam to pick up a small load that meant her return to “n-hﬂﬂ“*}r_
During the breathing period that followed the crew was senmt to a recreation island by
gections to swim in the surf and drink beer and Cokes brought from the States. The
war suddenly seemed a long way off=- even if the tops hadn't grown back on some of
the cocoanut trees.

Such recreation parties have become traditional with the New Hanover. At
one island port she took over an abandoned building and dressed it up with tables and
chairs and & bear and snack bar. The men even organized a "floor show." They called

it "Club 73."
— 3 ems

SHE WILL BE READY
FOR PARTY AT TOKYO
The New Hanover was detached from her Okinawa division as she steamed from

Ulithi.

"fell done," messaged her old commodore.

Maybe she's no beauty, with her towering kingposts and fat  joms and cargo
gear spread along her 460 feet of deck. Maybe she doesn't snuggle to the water, with
her 24 landing craft nested high on her five hatches and swinging from her davits.
Meybe she's not the greatest fighter in the Navy, with her 5-inch gun naked on the
fantail and her 4LO's and 20's bristling here and there, according to where they'll
do the most good without being in the way. II

But she comes of & seafaring people, and that always ca:l_'_;nt:"n.
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Cincpae File

A7-1(P) _
) | UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
Seriel 1316554 AND PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
31 JUL 1945
15175
HiIE N \
CONFIDENTIAL 2nd Endorsement on
PI0, U.S5.5. NGW HANOVER (AKA-73)
ltr. dated 20 July 1945, with
CO’ UnSnS. N._l.‘ul. HJ:\IJOWR
1st Endorsement thereto,
From: Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Pleet.
To: The Secretary of t.he Navy. '
Sub ject: News Material - Forwarding of.

T Enclosures (A) and (B), censored and cleared for
publication subject to indicated deletions, are forwarded herewith
Tor delivery to the Office of Public Information.

T (oddize

Copy to: By Direction,
CO, U,S.S, NEW HANOVER (1//encl)
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