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UoSoSo me (m‘?’i)

18 September 1945

On 7 Septomber 1944 at the lorth Carolina Shipbuilding Company, Wilmington,
Morth Carolina, on building way #5, the first tangible structural nmember of the
ship that was to becoma the U.5.5. LENOIR (AXA-T4) took form. There wesn't any
great ceramony to the laying of the keel of laritime Commission hull #1404 as
the LENOIR was referred to prior to her cosmissicning,

Commander M. L. Whitford, United States Naval Reserve, was ordorad to duty
a8 Prospective Conmanding Officer of the U,5.8, IENDIR on 16 October 194k,

While the hull was being bullt at & rapid pace, officers and men wore
boing gathered frem all the units of the fleet to man her. Lisutenant David O,
Orcasman, lUnitud States Naval Reserve, was assigned duty as Prospective
Bxscutive Officer on 2 September 1944,

The crew of the U,5.5, LEKOIR was essembled for the first time 2s 2 complete

group at the Naval Training Station, Nowport, Fhode Island on 3 Novembor 1944.

With a simple cercmony before prominent residents of Lencir County, Nerth
Caroline, Maritime Commission hull HlLOL wae launched 6 November 1944. Origin
of the name Lenoir is quoted from a letter recelved by the Commanding Officer
in supplemont MAM,

During the building period many problems, trisls, and tribulations presented
themsolves, At the building yard officers and men were concerned with the
quality of the work that was being accomplished, the allownnces and sparc parts
that wore belng received, specifications, drawings, and blueprints.

At Newport officers and mon were faced with the problem of pre-commissioning
training, in order that they might be prepared to effectively and efficlently
operato the ship to which they were assigned upon reporting aboard, Absndon
ship drills, sthletics, seamanship, enginsering, gunnory training, military
drills and even haircuts ran on & precise achedule at Newport. Fommal Saturday
morning inspections climaxnd a strenuous week of training, Holiday routines,
long and short weokonds were looked forward to by all hands,
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" On.27 November 1944 the officers and crew of the Newport contingent were
Sormally introduced to 'their future Commanding Officer. Captain Whitford dropped
in at the Naval Training Station, Newport, Riode Yoland, to oteerve hia officors
and crew ss thoy tock part in their wvarious drills,

The LENOIR dstail as the officers and crew were referrod to at Newport got
their first taste of sea duty during the peried of 19 December to 23 Decomber
1944 whon thoy embarked aboard the U.S5.S. DUTCHESS (APA-98) for & four day
eruise, Aftor returning from the cruise on Friday, 22 December 1944 the Ewecutive
Officer and assistant heads of departments sweated cut a three hour conference
with a board of examiners over the scceptance of the Sulp's (rgunization and
Battle Bll, All hands particimpated in the Christmas weakend 1liberty and on a
cold 27 December we sald goodbye to the Naval Training Staticn, Newport, Rhodo

Island as we boarded & special train for Charleston, South Carolina,

At the building ynrd events continued to move along at the same rapid
paces On & December 1944 tho North Carclina Shipbuilding Company delivered
hall #149 to the United States Maritimo Commission and te the Navy Department,
On 13 Decenber 1944 the United States Maritime Commission and the Navy Department
took the LENOIR under her own power through various maneuvering, steering and
endurance trials in the Cape Fear river, /ALl tests and performuncos were

% genomlm ghtisfactory and the ship was sccepted for conversion by the Navy
Dopartaent, On 14 Decembor 1944 the ship was placed in temporary commission
and manned by & ferry crew, With the ferry crew in charge the ship left the
¥orth Carolina Shipbullding Company Yard cn the morning of 5 Docember 1944
for its final reconversion at the Charleaton Navy Yard, Charleston, South
Carolina, The ship arrived at the Charleston Mavy Yard on the afterncen of 16
Docamber 1944 and workmen immodiatoly swarmed aboard in order to mwet the
commissioning date, 31 Decomber 1944,

The train bearing the officers and men arrived 4n Charleston after & long
monotenous trip sbout 2400, 28 Decambor 1944, 29 Docember 1944 will long bo
romembered by the officers as the day on which they held their famcus
‘mmmn the Charleston Yacht Club,
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The boat group consisting of 11 officers and 119 men arrived on the morning
of 30 Docombor 1944. ‘ithout any fanfare and with a eimple coromony tho Captain
of tho Charleston Navy Yard, Captain R.N.5. Baker, United States Navy, placed the
ship in full commission in the United States Navy and turnod thoe command over to
Commindor M, L. %hitford, United States Navel Rosorve, Immediately after sssuming
command Captain Thitford delivered the message attached as supplepent "B, The
complete roster of the officera and muster roll of the crew at the time of
commissioning is attached as supplement "C®,

Tiithout dolay all hands moved abeard and "turnod to" to prepere the LENOIR
for hor first voyage and to got her ready to accemplish our mission. 1 Janutry
1945 was spont bringing aboard all of tho various types of amuniticn which tho
LENOIR was going to use to protect herself, On 2 January 1945, the LENOIR noved
to the Clyde Mallory decks, Charleston, South Carolins, to bring sboard all the
necessary stores, provisions and equipment that wore necossary for her maintenance,

on & January 1945 tho LINOIR poved out inte the opon scaway to run tho gauntlet
of eslibrating compasses, boing photogrephod, and structural test firing, The
LEHOIR undorwont a three day finnl conversion poriod in the Charleston Nevy Yard
on 7 January to the morning of 10 January 1945.

Cn the morning of 10 January 1945 the U,.S5.5, LENOIR got underway for Norfolk,
Virginia, The LEIOIR arrived and anchored in the Hampton Roads area of Norfclk,
Virginia on the forencon of 11 January 1945 and reperted to the Ceemandor,
Anphibious Training Commend, Atlantic Ploct for duty. Pormal inspection was hold
aboard the u.s.a_. LENOIR by a greup of officors represonting Commander, Amphibicus
Training Command, Atlantic Flect, 12 January 1945. Al2o en that date the LENOIR
recoived the balance of its landing craft consisting of 8 L0 (3), 9 LCVF, end
1 ICPL. Six LCVP!s had boon provicusly delivered to the ship at the Charleston
Kavy Yard,

The inspoction completed, Iisutcnant J. M, Ensweiler, United States Navy,
reportod aboard ns shakedown officer to assist tho officore during tho shakedown
period,




On the sorning of 13 January 1945 with Lisutenant Commander T.he Murray,
United States Coast Guard Reserve, pdlot, at the conn =nd the Captain on the
bridge the LENOIR departed for a six day shokedown eruise in the Chesepaake
fay. This is a period which no "glank owner" will forgot, Six days of
launching boats, OLOO reveilles, temperatures of 20°, amphibious landings
and hoisting boats, all under adverse conditions would be hard for anyone to
forget, This strenuous six day poriod was broken by one night of revelry when
liberty was granted st Amnapolia, Maryland on 17 January 1945, The temperature
was balow freezing; it was a long wet beat ride and practically everyone was
exhoustod, but some fow brave hands bore the vlements to "pitch a liberty",
MMdtmstmcmw&m spent in a short range battle
practise, anti-airereft target firing, and fueling at sea (U.S,5. FOREESTER
OB 334)s The Captain was satisfied that zll hands had becams woll enough
aquainted with the ship to know their duties and on 20 Jaruary 1945 we put into
the Norfolk Mavy Yard, Portmmouth, Virginis for a post shakedomn availability,

During this yard period a spark from a welderts torch caused a fire amongst
somn cargo nets on the 3rd deck, #4 hold. The ship's fire watch that had been
stationed with the welder noticed the spark ignite one of the nets and in
relessing his CO2 extingquisher on that net, he blew the sparks into the whole
pile, Ths smoke was of such intensity that the mon fighting the fire had to
uge fresh air masks In order to enter the compartment.

This fire which happoned on 24 January 1945 was a lesson to us and taught
us that aven the highest degree of fire precauticn cannot be teo great. W
luft the Norfolk MNavy Yard 25 Januvary 1945 for e trial run in the Hampton Roads
arca and late that afterncon we docked at the Norfolk Army docks, Nerfolk,
Virginia, We commenced loading general cargo the next day for tho Naval Supply
Depot, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Territory of Hawsli, and continued to do sp until

30 January 1945,

31 January 1945 we left Norfolk, Virginia with Task Unit 29,6,5 consisting
of the U.8,5. ALEX DIACHENKO, APD-123 (Flag), U.S.S. TATNALL, AFD-19, U.5.S.
WEEDEN, [E~797. Captain T.C. Thomas, United States ¥avy, was Commander of
Task Unit 29.6,5,




Cur task unit arrived at Cristobal, Canal Zone, Fanama 5 Pobruary 1945 and the
LENCIR wus detached from that task unit on the eame day. Fresh provisions and
stores were loaded at Cristobal to prepare us for our journey to Pearl Harbors
The noxt day 6 February 1945 the LENOIR ontered Gatun Locks, Gatun Lake, Fedro
Miguel, Mireflores Lake, Miraflores Lock aad then the Pacific Oceen.

On that same day the U.S.5. LENOIR reported tc the Commander-in=Chief
Pacific Plest, "READY FOR DUTY™, OQur permanent assignment made by the Chiof of
Naval cperations was to Commander Transport Squadron 22, Transport Division 64.
Captedn 8. P. Junkins, United States Navy, was Commander Trensport Squadron 22
and carried his flag cn the U.3.5, WESTMORELAND APA=104. The fourteon day trip
from the Canal Zone to Fearl Harbor afforded excellent opportunity for rumerous
drills and exercises. [damond head light wes sighted on the morning of 20
Pobruary 1945. Wo commenced discharging our cargo 22 February 1945 and completed
the job 28 February 1945 at thoe Naval Supply Depot docks Pearl Harbor, On arrival
at Paa;J. Harbor we reported to the Commander, Adminiotrative Command, Amphibicus
Forces, Pacific Fleet for further sssignment. The Commander, Adninistrative
Command, Anphibious Porces, Pacific Pleet on 27 Pebruary 1945 tomporarily assigned
us te duty with Commander Transport Division 56, Captain R. S, Towsend was
Comnender Transport Division 56 and carried his flag abcerd the U,S5.5. OKAMAGAN
LP\=220, On orders from Commander Administretive Commond, Amphibious Forces,
Pacific Fleet and Commandor Transport Division 56 we left Pearl Harbor for Kausi,
ferritory of Hawaii on 2 March 1945, The LENCIR arrived at Newiliwili Bay, Kouai,
Territory of Bawaii on the morning of 3 March 1945,

Immediately upon decking we commenced leading the FPirst Carrison Echelon,
Headquarters and Service Battery, Bth Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion, of the
Fleot Marine Force, Pacific, During ocur four day stay at Nawiliwili, Kauad,
Territory of Hawaii, we embarked four officers, twenty-five mon, and 1800 tons of

oargo, combat losded, OQur carge loadod and socured we got underway for Pearl
Harbor on 7 March 1945 in company with the U.5.S. FC-465, The LENOIR arvived at
Pearl Harbor early on the morning of 8 March 1945, (On 11 March 1945 we were
designated 6s & member of Task Unit 51.13,5 in Command of Captain R.J. Towsend,
United Statea Nawy, His flag was aboard the U,8.3. CKANAGAN APA=220,




On 14 March 1945 with our combet load of passengers and cargo wo loft Pearl
Karbor for Eniwetok, Marshall Islands. At 0351 on 18 March 1945 the U.8.5, LENOIR,
its crew and passengers becons members of the Realm of the Golden Dragon by croasing
the 180th Meridian at Latitude 16930 North, A notico concerning this event
wis mado in the record of all hands and everyone received a membership card,
slgnifying thoir entry into this aquatic organisstion.

The 1ENOIR arrived at Zniwetok, Mershall Islands on the morning of 22 March
1945 and sailed agaln on 25 March 1945 for 1ithd, Carcline Islamis. On the exrly
morning of 29 March 1945 just sa the LENOIR had made a landfall cn Ulithi and was

preparing to enter tie swept channel wo encountered & typhoon of severe intenaity
and by listoning to tho dictates of good scamanship, we reversed sur course and
decided to ride out the typhoon rather than enter the anchorage of Ulithi. By
steaming at 8 knots into the typlwen for the next 24 hours, we successfully
pulled through without any demege. On the morming of 30 March 1945 the typhoon
subeided and we entered the ancherage of (Qithi,

Co 2 Aprdl 1945 Task nit 51,13,5 becans Task Group 55,8, \idile riding to
ancher at Ulithl and wiile awniting orders to proceed to Ckinaws the news of the
death of our Greet President and Commnder-in-Chlef eame over the gir, We heard
the mews on the morning of 12 April 1945, just as we were sitting down to break-
fast, Ironically on Friday, 13 ijrdl 1945 the IENOIR as & member of Task Group
55.8 left Ulithi for the target, Ckinswa, The trip from Ulithi to gkinawa was
spent in £inal preparation, last minute testing of equifment, and a study of the
beaches and terrain to be encountered in cur amphibicus assault, We arrived off
of Hagushi beaches Ckinswa on bhe morning of 17 Aprdl 1945. Tie U.S,.8. JERALD
APA=LT7 and the U,8.5. LENOI? wero ordered to proceed immediately to Nago Van
Bay, Okinawa 25 pdles north of the transport arca, Wo arrived at Nago Wan Bay
at 1213 that same afternoom, ot condition 1 LBIE, and commenced discharging
cargo lmaedlately, A1l bands wore required to work straight through and the cargo
&nd passengers were discharged and the ship wes ready to sell agaln within the
record tine of T2 hours, The discharging of our cargo was interrupted by red
alerts (mnmmnm:.mhquﬂwmhto:mmuw
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discharging our cargo we had to remain in cur Nago W Bay anchorage during
the night of 20 April 1945 and were required to spend four hours at battle
stations during snemy airplane raids. At 0700 on the momming of 2L Aprdl 1945,
we 10f% Nago mun may for the transport trea off Hagushi besches arriving there
% 0951 that sano morning, That aftornoon wo wore informed that we had become
8 menber of Task Unit 51,24,8, 1nab night we spent twe hours &t battls stetlons
whils enumy plancs camo over, The naxt afterncen 22 Aprdl 1945 we got undorway
with owr task unit, deatdnation Saipan, whosc designation was changoed to Task
Unit 51.29.20 and was comuanded by Captain R. W. Abbott, lnited States Nuvy,
who carried his flsg abeard the U,8.5. SAUASCTA APA-204., On the mornirg of
27 April 1945 we arrived at Saipan, Mardsonas Yslands and all hands participatod
in a well earned rest. During our stay at Saipan wu delivercd to the Amphibicus
Forces, Pacific Flost, Boat Replaconent Pool 8 LM (3) and 9 LovP, e left
Saipan late In bhe afterncon of 3 May 1945 for Guadalcanal, Soloson Yslands,
Mnroat fmsadiately upon departure from Saipan preparations got underwny for
tat groat event of cyossing the Bgquator, Shellbacks rroduced their ercdontials
to King Noptune, Chief Jostn Mate Puff, and the king's court and reyal entoursge
were aprointed, yyoh time and preparaticn wore spent in constructing s
m pool, the olsborate costumes, and tho electric fork. Tho Foliywoga
nade suveral unauccessful attempts to emberrass ond cepture tho moat rovured
Snollbacks, bub to no avail, Qa thu morming of 8 May 1945 at 0800, His
Majosty, King Moptune precoeded by Davie Jonee (Bos'n Georgs) honored the 1.3,8.
LENOTR by making & personal appearance aboard that ship »ith his roysl court.
Captain Whitford greetod King Neptune and 8s is the custon of the briny deep
tumed conplote control of the ship and its lowly Pollywogs over to his usjesty,
¥ing Neptune thanked the Captain for the hencr accorded him, eaccnded tho threna
and subpacned all Follywogs to make a personal appearance beforu him on bended
knee. Al hands, officors and men, antercd into the spirit of the oceasion
and o this day ne tull session is complete until sons refereacs is made to our
¢ Al ) 1
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Shellback cards and cortificates were distributed to sach individusl as proof
of his entry into that secret organization, the trusty shellbacka, W arrived
at gusdalcanal, Solomon Islands in the afternoon of 10 Mny 1945 and anshored
of f lunga Point, We moved into the docks 17 May and from that day uwetll 22
May 1945 wo loaded the Rear Echelcn of the 3rd Amphibious Corps and six of’lcers
and forty men. On the morning of 22 May 19.5 we left Guadaleanal for Savulu
Hartor, Tulagi, Florida Islands, Solomon T:slands where wo refucled and londed
8 1u and 9 LOVP from the salvage boat mocl for delivery to Guum, Wo loit
Tulsgl on the morning of 23 May 1945 and errived Eniwetok 27 May 1945. The
next 18 days were gpent in anticipation of orders for departure to Gram, Fisnally
on the morning of 14 June 1945 we left Eniwetok and arrived at Guam 17 Junc 1745,
We commenced discharging cargo and boats 20 Juns, and completed discherging ai
0600 on 25 June 1945. By 1200 the ship was secured for ses and me wers under—
way with 39 enlisted men aboard as passengers bound for San Prancisco, Spirits
ran high and all hards were locking forward to leave, liberty and recreaticn in
the Statos, Waile proceeding back to the States all available time and enorgy
wes devoted to getting the ship into tip~top shape. On the foggy morning of
10 July 1945, at 1000, the loom of the Gelden Cate Bridge secams visible, e
anckored that day in the Bay, and the next moved to the lMoore Dry Dock Comparny,
Oekland, California for cleaning boilors and general yard svailability, Also
on this day the first contingent of the leawve party shoved off while the
remsining men prepared to make the best of their 1ibertics in San Francisco.
Yard availability ended on 25 July 1945 and on that day we moved to Pler 904,
Hunterts Point, San Pranciaco to load gencral cargo consignad to the United
States Narine Corps at Msui, Territory of Hawsii, on 30 July 1945, twelve
officers, sixty onlisted men reported aboard a4s passengers for transportation
te Fearl Harbor, We complated loading general carge on 31 July 1945 and moved
to the Explosive Anchorage, San Prancisco Bay to load ammndtion on 1 Auguat
195 On that afterncon wo received our allowance of new boats & LON (6),
2108 (3) and 7 10VP, In the afternoon of 2 jugust 1945 we got undermay and
late that evening we watched the outline of Nob Hill fade behind the Golden
Gate Bridge, We arrived at Kshululi, Meul, Territory of Hawaii on the morning
 of 8 August 1945 and commenced discharging cargo immdistely, e officer




passengers were detached 9 August for further transportation to Pearl
Harbor, by air., After completing discharge of curgo on 12 fugust, we
loaded 29 vehioles conpigned to the 6th Dase Depet, Pearl Harbor and de=
parted for Pearl Harbor at 2100 in eompany with the U.S.S. PC-602 and
5.8, HaULALAI, tie arrived at Pearl Harbor early the next morning 1¥
August and diecharged the onlisted passengers, Thet night during the
movie we witnogsed the fireworks and celebration of the premature V-J
day announcem:nt, Pictures of the firewerks show evidence that nothing
was left undone in giving vent %o feolings and erotions,

On the momning of 22 August, we moved into the dock at Pearl
Harbor to discharge our 29 vehicles end moved back out to the buoys the
next day, Alpo on 22 August we were temporarily sasigned to Transport
Squadron 18, Transport Division 45 which is commanded by Conmodore
J,0, Moyer, U.,S.N. whose flag is on the U.5.8, JUALEICH (APL-95). On
25 Mugust 1945 we loft Pearl Harbor for Homolulu and immediatoly upon
docking, comnenced loading the 39lat Repiment of the 98th Infantry
Division of the 6th irmy whose destination was Osaks, Japan, 'e cop-
pleted loading that group on 30 August and left for Pearl Hurbor that
gane day. On the afternoon of 7 September 1945 Task Group 54.26 which
was the designation of temporary Transport Squadron 18, rendezvoused
off Pearl Harbor sea buoy und depurted for ite destination.

Tanporary Transport Squadron 12 was composed of Transport Division
45 (LENOIR attached to this division under Captein A.J. Sebalot, whose
flag was on the U.5.8, LOGAN, APA-196), Transport Diviaton 52, and
Transport Division 57, The first leg of our journey was to take us from
Fearl Harbor to Saipan yhere we srrived 19 Septonber for logistica, PBn-
routo to Snipen 4t was necessary for our escorts te be fucled and the
LENOIR fueled the U.5.S, LIVERMORE (DD-429) at sea on 14 September,
Togistics conpleted me left Saipan on 23 Septesber and arrived at
Fakayama, Honshu, Japan 27 September. TUpon our arrival in the empire
weters, we wore detached from Task Group 54,26 and came under the immede
{ate conmand of Comnender inphibious Group 8, who was Rear Admiral Hoble
on the U.S.5, WASATCH (iGC-9). Tie commenced discharging ocargo immodiates
ly and completed the discharging of cargo om 30 Septenber, Camge for the
391st Roginent of the 98th Infantry Division of the 6th irmy consisted of 296
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vehioles and B98 tons of general cargo for a total of 1717 tons. At
Wakayoma, hoavy swells caused us to have an LCVP brosched on the beach,

However, no injuries were sustained to personnel and the cargo wea
salvaged, On 1 October 1945 we were au.ipad to Task Unit 54,18,23
with tho flag on the U.S5.5. ALLENDILE (APA-127) and departed fron
Takayara for Manila, Philippine Islandas,

On 2 Ostober the ALLENDALE (aPA-127) turned over comnand of cur
Task Unit %o tho U.S.E. CATSKILL (LSV-1), We nrrived in Manils 7 Cctober
and conploted our logistics on the morming of 9 Ootober whon wo departed
for Bubie Bay, Ve arrived at Subic Day in the late afternoon of the
pame day and procurred & LOM (6), 1 1cM (3), and 1 ICVP to replace the
boate shich were tranaferred to the EDEEN Noat Pool at Wakayara, Ve
left Sublc Day early on the morning of 10 October and arrived San
Fernando Point, Lingayen Gulf in the evoning of that sene doy, On the
rorning of 1l Qctober we moved from San Fernando Point to Aringay,
Lingayen Gulf., ¥e comnenced loading olements of 10th Army Corps,
6th Army consisting of LD9th Port Company, 62nd Signal Nettelion Company,
4186 Quartermaster Service, First Platoon 302nd Quartermaster Aasilreed,
623rd Quartornaster Railroad, Hosdquarters and Headquarter Detachnent,
491st Port Company, Headquarters 70th Medical Departnent, Kure Bose
Headquarters ASCOMO, 120th Quartermaster Bakery, 3203 ngineering Tater
and Supply Company, 395th Quarterrastor Refrigerated Truck Detachnent,
on 13 October, The entire cergo asmounted to 181 vehicles plus genoral
cargo for a total of 1100 tons, The loading of these elomonts wns
acconpliehed by the use of our own boats which made for slow progress,
%e left Aringay on the morning of 17 October for Hiro Wan, Honshu,
Japan in Task Unit 54.15.5 with the flag on the U.5.5. MARWVELL (APA-132),
In rein, fog, and mist we travelled through Dumgo Suido in the Japenose
Popire waters end anchored off Witsugahana, Shikoku on the evening of
21 Ootober, The noxt morning the weather had cloared sufficiently
for us to proceed through the restricted waters of Aki Made to Hire
fian where we anchored at 0900, "e commenced discharging cergo with the
veblolers goin; to Hiro Wan and general onrgo to Kure, The trip fron
Eiro Ton to Kure was extremely long (8 niles) and the unlosding facilitiss
extrensly bad, because the beach party mas using Japanese equipment
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and that equipment was continuelly breaking down. Te completed un=
loading on 25 Ootobor and from then until 2 Novesber we "Swoetod Outh
our next nesipntent, Every ship except us had previcusly been ordered
to return to the United Statos om the Maglc Carpet Operation, Finally
the orders come through for us to preeced directly to San Francisee,
On the norning of 4 Noverber we retraced cur course through Dunpo
Suldo and set out on a great elrele eourse at raxinum epeed for the
Golden Gate, Thus cnds the Tnr History of the U.S.5, LENOIR,

The officers and nen of the "Miphty LM deserva much eredit for
the succesaful operntion of this vossel during ona yeer of service
in the active theatre of wer. At Okinawn Shima, tnkaynma, Honshu,
Japan, Aringoy, Luson, Philippine Islands and Hiro Yan, Honshu,
Japan, rll hards were conrended by the Commanding Offficor for n
Job LELL DOHE, A goed ship and & good crew has writton onothor
chepter in the saga of the sen.

Corpiled Dys

Heut, D, 0, Grossman
United Stutoa Naval Reserve
Exocutive Cfficer

Approveds




ORIGIN OF TEE MiME LENOIR

Lenoir County was originally = pert of Craven County which
enbraced a large part of the orisinal colony of North Carclina,
{1though we have evidence that thero were settlers in what iz now
Lenoir County ca carly as 1720, history is almost silont concerning
the inhabitants until about 1740 whon Willdam Heritrge of Hew Darn,
o prospercus planter, lawyer and political leader and his wife
Susan Franks Horitage and their children secured the lenda on which
Kinston, the County sent of lenoir is now located, and nade this
their hore,

Soon after this Richard Ceswell who had cone down from Mary-
land became the second settler of whom ve havo a record, lie was
the nost powerful fisure in Korth Carclina during the Revoluticnary
war and ues the first governor of this stuta aftor 1776,

In the yesr 1746 the County of Johnston was created fron
Croeven which erbroced the present County of Lenoir and others
edjacent, and in 1750 Dobba County was crentod from Johnstoms Fin-
ally in 1791 Dobtbs wns nbolished, the twvo countics of Lonoir and
Greene wore cronted.

Lenoir County wrs nnned for Cemerrl 7i1lian Lowelr, who
fought the Cherckee Indians in an expedition beslnning on jumst
17 end onding October 7, 1776, and who wns clso the hero of the
battle of Xings Nountnin in the Reveluticn.

The people of thia County are honored to have yeur ship
nared "The Lenoir" and we shall pray for its officers znd rem a
lon; ond continued service to thoee United States of Anorics, the
best nution on the face of the oarth.
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A IESSAGE FROW THE COMMANDING OFFICER

In secepting cormand of the U.S.S. LENOIR, it bocones ry first
duty to express my sincere appreciation of the officers and ren of
this Qormand for their splendid co-operation during tho pericd of
training at Newport, R. I, end outfitting at the Duilder's Yard. Tou
wore cormended by the Commonding Officer at Newport for your efficiency
and deportnent; you have left behind an enviasble record for others to
follow; you have nt the very beginning built a foundation upon which
we will stand and fight.

Te have bacome part of a greant fleet dosigned to bring dostruction
to our enecdes end relief and sslvation to the oppressed. Ve will
de our best to acconplish our assignod rizsion that cur common
enery shall be destroyed and n lasting peace be had for mll mankind,
In the midat of pomp and coremony wo bepin the 1ife of = new ship,
we know the wnters that 1lie shend sill not be calm, we know thot the
days and nights will be long and filled with hardship and we know the
people back home will be interested in our success and the sccomplish-
ment of the jobs, to us, ossigned, Te know that the mon =nd women
of tho Mnilder's Yard and of the Cutfitting Yard will be intorested
in our welfare for upon then liea the rosponaibility of bullding
end equippdng o good ship; with us, they shall share our glory and
our fate, Ve will do our best with the tools they have zlven us,
This undertakinge is u joint responsidility, it does not end here,
it is only the beginning for all of us. I believe their job has
baon well done and that they have given ua s pocd ship. As
Commanding Officer of the LESOIR T want you all to know that we
will almys go forward, we shell pever turn back, I an deternined
that the stars and stripes will proudly fly sbove our ship, and
your ship, till the lnat chapter of this war has been writien,




Commander ¥, L. Whitford
D. 0. Grosaman

Lisutensnt C, W, Swift
Lisutsnant W, Black
Lieutenant R, W. Stickler
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UsS.S. LENOIR (AKA-74)

AKA-T7L/A16-3 Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial 042 San Francisco, California
27 October 1945
CONFIDENTIAL
From: The Commanding Officer,
To: The Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet,
Via: (1) Commander Task Unit 54,15,5 (Captain H, E, Paddock, USN,
(Commander Transport Division #52 (U,5.5, BARNWELL -
APA 132) Flagship),
(2) Commander Task Group #54,12 (Rear Admiral B, J, Rodgers,
USN (Commander Amphibious Group #11 (U.S.S. CALVERT -
APA 32) Flagship).
(3) Commander Task Force #54 (Rear Admiral L, F, Reifsnider,
USN (Commander Amphibious Group #4 (U.S.S5. MT. MC KINLEY -
AGC 7) Flagship). *
(4) Commander Amphibious Forces, U. S. Pacific Fleet,
(5) Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet,
Subject: Action Report, Hiro and Kure, Honshu, Japan, 17 October -
24, October 1945, letter of transmittal of,
Reference: (a) PacFlt conf, ltr. 1-CL45 of 1 January 1945,

Enclosure: IX{) Action Report, Hiro and Kure, Honshu, Japan, 17 October -
24 October 1945,

: % In accordance with reference (a) enclosure (A) is forwarded
herewlith,

M. L. WHITFORD

cc: A ce
ch sl)
Cimepac (3)
bsPac (1)

bsPac (1
CTF 54 (1)
CTG 54.12 (1)
CTU 54,15,5 (1)

153291
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CONPIDENTIAL ENCLOSUE "A"

CTI PORT, H rURE, HONS AP, -

Part 1

Tais vessel arrived in Manila Harbor, Luzon, P, I. on October 7th and reporte
ed for logistics and further routing to ComPhibsGr #l4, Boat replacements were made at
the Suvic Bay Boat Pool, Luzon, P, I. on 9 - 10 October, Scheduled loading of elements
of Hewusuarters Tenth Corps, Sixth Army troops and cargo commenced on 1l October at
Ariisay, Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, P, I, and completed on 16 October, This vessel was
assigned as a unit of Task Unit 54.15.5 with Captain H, E. Paddock, USN, Commander
T™ansgort Division #5652 aboarc the U.S,5. BARNWELL (APA-132), and as its mission to
transport rear elements of Tenth Corps, Sixth Army troops and cargo embarked to the
ports of Hiro and Kure, Honshm, Japan, as part of the occupational forces of Japan,
Part II

Underway from Arin:ay, Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, P, I,, 0600 (Item) 17 October
19L5 on order of 0.T.C. forming as a unit of Task Unit 54,15,5, this vessel taking
position as third ship in right column, Speed of advance set at thirteen (13) knota
and we arrived at point "Bungo" at 0500 (I), 21 October and entered the sweept channel
astern of TrnsRon #14, passing through Bungo Suido, On order of the 0.T.C. this task
unit anchored off Tsuru 3hima in Iyo Nada at 1730 (I) waiting for better weather and
visibilty before navigatimg the restricted waters ahead, Underway from Tsuru Shima,
0621 (I), 22 October enroute Hiro Wan in columnformation, Recieved anchorage instruce
tions from the Port Director and proceeded independently on orders of 0.T.C. enroute
berth #17 anchorging at 0832 (I),

1330 = Commenced discharging vehicles into the beach at Hire Wan, 2000 - Dise
charging Report: 70 percent of vehicle unloaded, O percent of general cargo unlcaded,
66 porcent of total cargo unloaded, 2400 (I) Report: 96 percent of vehicles discharged,

0 percent of general cargo discharged., 70 percent of the total cargo discharged,

AL Dang k
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 CONFIDENTIAL . ®
0100 (I), 23 October, 98 percent of wvehicles discharged, 73 percent of the total
cargo discharged, Unloading operation were secured for the nighl with all boats
alongdido loaded with joneral cargo awaiting daylight before attempting the eight
(8) mile trip to the Kure Naval Base to discharge their cargo, 1200 (I) Cargo Aeport:
99 percent vehicles discharged, 15 percent general cargo discharged, 77 percent of
the total cargo discharged, 1600 (I) feport: 100 percent of vehicles off, 30 percent
of general cargo dischargzed, 81 percent of total cargo dischrrged, 2000 (1) Report:
52 percent bulk cargo dischaised, 30 percent of total cargo off. from 2200 \I),
23 October until 0500 (1), 24 October no cargo was discharged due to all boats being
held at the Kure Naval Base, lcaded with cargo as a result of a power failure on the
dock cranes, 1600 (I), 24 October, Herort: 92 percent of bulk cargo off, 99 percent
of total tonnage discharzed, 1900 (I) All Arm troops dissembarked enroute Kure,
100 percent unloaded, 25 October 0530 (I) - Shifted to berth #34 outer anchorage,
waiting orders from CinPac,
Part II1
(a=b) This vessel embarked seven (7) officers and seventy seven (77) men of
the Headquarters Company, 10th Corps, 6th Army at Aringay, Lingayen Gulf,
Luzon, P. I, on 12 October 1945 and disembarked them 24 October 1945 at Kupe,
Honshu, Japan,
(¢) Loaded 1100 tons of cargo at Aringay, Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, P, 1. during
the period 12 - 17 October, and discharged same at Hire and Kure, Honshu,
Japan, between 22 - 24 October,
(d) Carzo consisted of 131 vehicles and the balance general cargo totaling
1100 tons,
(1) All cargo loaded by ship's I.:Ch'a plus seven (7) LCT loads,
Delays in loading duc to LQM's broaching on beach at Aringay and
inability to raise or lower faulty ramps of boate picked up at
Subic Bay Boat Pool; requiring the use of a salvage boat and a
bulldozer constantly,




CONFIDENTIAL

(2) Discharging vehicles proved to be an easy operation with the
use of the concrete geaplane ramp at Hiro, whereas discharging
the general carge presented it's problems, namely; (a) an eight
(8) mile trip to the Kure Naval Base, (b) a delay of at least two
(2) hours in unloading eiach boat, (¢) unavaiable lighteraze from
the bpeach to ~id in handling. It is estimated that our LCk's,
LCVP's and the use of four (4) additional LC's from ships of our
task unit made three trips each totaling four hours on tie round
trip, a total of eighty one (81) round trips.

(3) Total discharging time was fifty three (53) hours and thirty
(30) minutes, Vehicles discharged in eleven (11) hours, thirty
(30) minutes; bulk cargo in forty two (42) hours, Five (5) hours
lest the morning of 23 October 1945 waiting for daylight to run
boats to Kure, Eight (8) hours lost betwecn 2200, 23 October and
0600, 24 October due to crane breakdowns on the dock, Therefore,
actual time spont discharging general cargo was twenty nine (29)

hours,

e L. WHITFOID
Commander, USNl
Commanding

42 !L;a;a




. U.S.S. LENOIR (AKA=74) .

REA=T4/16~3 | |4 care of Fleet post office
Serial 04O ! i<aa San Francisco, California
16 % '-‘92 5 October 1945,
!
CONPTIENTIAL 1
From; The Commanding Officer.
To: The Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet,
Via: (1) Commander Task Unit 54.25.12, Capt. Sabalot, USN,
ComTransDiv 45, U.5.5. LOGAN (APA-196)
(2) The Commander Task Unit 54.25.1 (Commodore J. G. Moyer, USN
Commander Transport Squadron 18, U,.S.S. BURLEIGH (APA=95)
Flagship),
3; Commander Task Group 54.25 (ComPhibs Group #8)
;) Commander Task Force 54 (ComPhibsPac)
(5) Commander In Chief U,S, Pacific Fleet.
Subject; Action Report, Wakayama, Honshu, Japan, 27 Sept, = 1 Qct, 1945,
letter of transmittal of,
Reference; (a) PacPlt Conf. 1tr, 1-CL45 of 1 Jan, 1945.

Enclosure: (A) Action Report, Wakayama, Honshu, Japan; 27 Sept. - 1 Oct., 1945 A 2

b 1A In accordance with reference (a) enclosure (A) is forwarded
herewith,

M. L, WHITFORD

ce:  Advance /(1;

Cincpac (3

AdComPhibspac (1)
Distribution

CTF

CTG 54.25 El

CTVU 54.25.1 (1

CTU 54425,12 (1

\*\ 145090




On the morning of 27 Sept. 1945 0701 (-9 zone time) this vessel, proceeding
independently from Transport Squadron #18 and Transport Division #45, anchored in
berth #9 inner transport area (Able) Wekayama, Honshu, Japan preparatory to dis-
charging cargo, The weather conditions were favorable; wind from 080°(T) shifting
to 025°(T) force 23, visibility poor due to steady rain, sea like a mirror and
tide flooding, 0749 - Oue hundred and one enlisted army personnel of the 98
Infaptry Division (74 vechicle drivers and 27 stevedores reported on board from
the U,8.8, 10GAN (APA=196) to aid in discharging our cargo, 0928 - First piece of -
cargo discharged, 1140 -~ /n LCT came alongside to remove the Baily Bridge structurve
from the No,5 and No,6 holds, Our LCVP's and LCM's were able to make one trip a
plece and on the second trip were held up at the beach due to obb tide, However
discharging continued at the ship with the aid of 3 LSM's along side at 1700 - .
1730, The completetion of the first days operations at 2400, 93 percent of the
vechicles were discharged along with 21 percent of the general cargo.totaling
718 tons,

The weather conditions for the 28th day Sept. remained the same; wind from
020°(T) to 340°(T) force 2-3 knots visablity very good, no swell, Discharging
continued according to plan and by 0600 - all vechicles were discharged, 0800«
8ix of our LCM's were transferred complete, to the ESBN Boat Pool in the Kino Kawa
River, ‘akayama, and one LCM for tenporapy duty each day with the U,8,S8. BURLEIGH
(APA=95) Squadron Flagship; a factor which was to materially ef{cst the future
discharging of our cargo when we were unable to get boats from che beach, Prom
1000 = until 2400 no cargo left the ship due to the inability of the boach .
facilities to handle general cargo from small boats,

Qur 2400 - cargo report, reported that 47 percent of our cargo was dis-
chagged totaling 1298 tons,
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On the morning of 29 Sept, the weather remained favorable; winds 015°(T)
shifting to 350°(T), force - 2, visibility very good, sca smooth,

Again our boats spent the entire night either on the beach or laying off
unable to discharge cargo due to ebb tide, Many of the boats required minor
repairs to rudders, screws and side plates resulting from their attempts to get
off the beach and return to the ship, 0055 - One pontoon barge alongside; two
ICT's during the mopning; one LCT in the evening, Thus by 2400 ~ 89 percent of the
carg‘o had been discharged totaling 1898 tons, ]

By 30 Sept, long lwmllabeganmmn;thn ship to the extent to make
cargo handling a difficult problem, Wind from 050°(T) to 070°(T) force = 2
visibility goed,

Discharging was carried on with the use of three LCT's during the early
morning and as usual our boats were held on the beach due to obb tide, 0930 -

LST #118 came alongside to remove U,S, Navy C.B, gear, The LST had attached to
its starboard side aft onc pontoon barge for ssserbly, This opurition was earried
out with damage to the port hull plating of this vessel between frames 40 - 78
and between the main deck and the water line, due to the two ships rolling
together as a result of the heavy ground swells from the harbor entrance, By 1430
the LST was underway and this vessel was 100 percent unloaded with the exception
of the troops and dunnage, 1500 - All troops disembarked enroute Wakayama beaches,
and by 1620 all dunnage removed,

The beachmaster informed us that four of our LCVP's loaded with general
cargo were unable to make the beach due to the 10 to 15 feet swells, and that
one LCVP had managed to jet ashore, broached with its cargo and the boat was
a total loss,

The loaded ICVP's remained along side this ship during the night and the
morning brought no change in the sea conditions therefore all cargo was removed
to an LCT,
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One LGk on the beach was salvaged and found tc have lost both rudders,
However due to the sea conditions it made the loading of this boat impossible,
and no wish on the part of this vessel to cause any further delay to Task Unit
54,18,23; this boat was taken in tow by Army Tug /201 and returned to the
Wakayana Boat Pool,

At this point our command shifted from Task Group 54,26 to Task Unit
54,18,23 and ‘as a unit we got underway at 1300, 1 Oct, steaming enroute ianila,
Luzon, P.I,

M, L, wHITFORD

ri Commander, USNR
~ Commanding
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