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U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)

CARE OF FLEET PosT OFFICE

18 December 1944

From: The Commanding Officer

Tos The Commander in Chief, Un‘ted States Fleet

Subject: War Diary for period between 18 November 1944
and 17 December 1944,

Reference: (2) CominCh serial 3899 of 19 October 1942

. In accordance with the reference, the following
record of events is submitted:

After commissioning on 18 November 1944, the ship moved
to 33rd Street Pier, Erooklyn, New York, for provisioning
and to make preparaiions for sea, In the forenoon of 23 No=-
vember the U.S5.5. TORRANCE sailed to the trial run area, in
the vicinity of Oyster Bay, New York., Until Saturday, 25
November 1944 when the ship returned from her trial run
little of interest occurred other than the routine diffi-
culties of a new ship in her trial period. At 1300, 29
November 1944 the USS TORRANCE sailed for her shakedown in
the Chesapeake Bay Area.

The voyage to Norfolk proved to be the real shakedown
for the TORRANCE. Heavy seas were encountered the entire
voyage, but the ship underwent her test with but little dam-
age. After reporting to the Commander Amphibious Training
Command, U. S. Atlantic Fleet, for duty, a shortened shake=
down of two days duration completed the training period.
Gunnery practice, using a towed sleeve, and compass calibra-
tion consumed the greater part of the period.

After another short period of yard availability, the
ship berthed at the Naval Operating Base, Norfolk for loading
and outward routing., However, the ship was not loaded, but
it was assigned to Commander Task Unit 29.6.7 in the Suffolk
(AKA 69), with the Stokes (AKA 68) completing the small convoy.
In the morning of 11 December the task unit put to sea and set
sail for the Canal Zone.

After clearing the Virginia Capes, the unit encountered
heavy seas which rose to gale force and delayed the arrival of
the three ships at their destination., At 0200 on the 12th the
Suffolk and Torrance lost contact with the Stokes at about
34' 50" North and 73' West. After smoother water was reached
further south, the Stokes rejoined the Unit at 1500 on 16 Decem-
ber at 17' North and 68' 46" West. The Torrance withstood the
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Subject: War Diary for period between 18 November 1944
and 17 December 1944
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seas agaln without undergoing damage of a very serious nature,

Mona Passage was navigated during the forenoon of 16
December, and Mona Island was the first land to be sighted.
Late in the evening of the 17th the 19,000-feet Nt. Sierra
Navada de Santa Marto was sighted at 110 miles distance.

On the whole, radar and TBS operation was good and helped
greatly in tﬂe navigation of the ship,

GEORGEiﬂ. EUERLE



| "
| axaze/ Al2-1 0F10 /wmm
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U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76) Reg. Ne.
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, Calif, JR & N —

1 February 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

Froms The Commanding Officer.
To ¢ The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet,
Navy Department, Washington, D.C.
Subject: War Diary - Period 1 January to 31 =-
January 194% - submission of.
ENCLOSURE: (A) Subject War Diary.
Ls Enclosure (A) is forwarded in aeccordance

with current instruetions.

L0, E anks.,

GEORGE A, EUERLE

Copy:
Cinecpac,
Cincpoa,
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ENCLOSURE (A)
CONFIDENTIAL

Bubject! War dlery perlod 1 January, 1945 to 31 January, 1945.
1 January 1945 (Zone plus 6:00)

Steaming independently, enroute from Bslboa, Canal Zone to
8en Francisco, Californis, in accordance with orders from com-
mander Panama See Frontier. Pyramid Cone light was sighted et
0605 bearing 006° T at & dlstence of eix miles. Point Arguello
Light was esighted at 1800 bearing 081° T at twenty two and e
half miles. At 09456 this dete, January 2 Farrallon Iesland was
glghted bearing 355° T, distance 15 milees, end at 1015 commenced
steering verious courses to conform with channel into San
Francisco Harbor. Anchored in berth number twelve at 1338 await-
ing further ordere.

3 Jenuary 1945 (Zone plue 7:00)

Having recelved orders, underway egein proceeding to Pler
# 90B San Francigco for loading. At 0830 thie dete Januery 4,
commenced loading cargo aboard ase per instructions from Com.
Twelve.

12 January 1945 (Zone Plus 7:00)

All losasding having been completed, and all gear secured for
gea, underway once more, enroute from Sen Francisco to Milne
Bay, New Guinea, in accordance with routing and ordere from Com.
Twelve. Steaming eround San Francisco Bsy compensating compass
before leaving the harbor. The jJob of compensating our compass
having been completed we are underway to carry out baslc orders.
Steaming independently using U.8. Navy zig zag plan number eix
during the light hours of the day, proceeding to Milne Bay, New
Guinee.

29 Jenuory 1945 (Zone minue 11:50)

At 0345 thie date ULAWA Isgland wee sighted bearing 245° T,
at a distance of 33 miles, and at 1648 BELLAN Iegland was sighted
bearing 1940 T, distance twenty three miles.

31 Jenuary 1945 (Zone 11:10)

S8ighted land bearing 330° T, distence 62 miles &t 0637
thie date. At 1105 Lieutenant Conley, Navy Pllot came aboard to
take the ship into Milne Bay, New Guinea. At 1600 we moored
alongside pler number two at Milne Bay having completed our
voyage. The voyege wee quiet, uneventful and no enemy action
wasg encountered. Preparing to discharge cargo for this base and
carry out remeinder of basic orders.
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SERIAL NO. (y_ 11

U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-7

CARE OF FLEET PosT OFFICE
San Francisco, Calif,

CONF!DENTIAL 1 March 1945

Froms The Commanding Officer.
To : The Commander in Chief, U.,S. Fleet,

Navy Department, Washington, D.C.
Subjects War Diary - Period of 1 February to 28 -

February 1945 - submission of.

ENCLOSURE: (A) Subject War Diary,

1. Enclosure (A) is forwarded in accordance

with current instructions.

Copy:
Clnepac,
Cincpoa,
CondrTranSqdrn,17.




- 1 Februsry 1945 (Zone -11:10)
r Noored mlongmide pler wt Milne Bay, fev Guines : diechereing sprgo

~ for thie buee befors proceeding to Menus Admirelty Ielonde, At 1539
underws ;inugg;ﬁgﬁizgg vith orders procceding, v¥ith 5ilot ehonrd, to
pe b LN

iy Arrlived off Manue in the esrly “forensan 2nd snchaprsd in Seedler
Herdor swalting further ordern. The voyege from Hilne Ssy to Manue

. ves routine with no enemy notion encountered. Reeeived orders end sre

whderwey proceedinge to Lop Neiros to ulecharve Cerpo, Avrived deestination

end commenced unlorlding operatiane e=riy in the Torensott.

7 Feltrurry 1548

- .Y

The pret three deys have besn spent in dirchereine csrme for Los
Hesrog, Cur orders sré 30 proceed to Jsnts Docks =nd continue unlosnding
the orriro on borrd for this bepe.

8 Pelrusry 1545

At 1666 we hea completed rll unloeding cperetione rnd pot underwey
for Hollem:iim, Hew Guines; We ere proceeding irdecendently in complinnce
vith oprders earoute to Hollendie, Hew Guiner.

10 Felruery 1845

Arpived Hollandle ¥ew Ouiner ot 1700 thie dnte, rnchored snd -ri'_
pvriting orders from the Port Directors Orfics.

11 Februsry 1248 ”

1 Prooeeding into herbor to go sloneside docke to dliechnrge rempinder
| af Carpd and trke rh0erd cfrio for lLeyte.

14 Fetrunry 1945 (Zone = &)

Conpleted unlording of cargs for Zollandie, snd loading of Cergo
for Leyte this dete, nnd ere preparing to praceed in Convoy to Leyte,
P.1. ot 1730 got underwny in pcodrdance with ordere to take up position
in oonvay ne ordered by 0.T.C. in U.5.8. DOS3IN,

20 Pebrusry 1646 (Zone = B)

arrived off Tarcepune, Leyte, P.1. in the lnte nfternoon snd
proceesded to enchorsge Ain San Pedro Bey. The voyrre from Hollandis to
LySe ¥ar very quiet tnd ns eneny sction wae snoountered by the canvay.
Upon srrivel the convoy wne dieeolyved +nd thls shlp carried out beslc
ordere; r:gbr;%ng %9 CouTreneRan 17 wend Seventh Fleet re dlrected.

£1 February 1848

Got undervny apd sre procesdine to nesdgned anéhor%sﬁf‘ﬂ“““iiﬁﬁ!ﬁu“
iiry nerr ®arresune, Leyte, P.I. to dischryge cergo, end tele on fuel srd
: eturning to former snchorsge. a0l

I







Axaze’ Al2-1 OF10/wmm

sERIAL No. (=17
U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76 .n;“&._.—ééﬂt:i-—--'-

CARE OF FLEET PosT OFFICE

San Francisco, Calif JR & Nmmmme———
CONFIDENTIAL 1 April 45

From: The Commanding Officer.
To 1 The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet,
Navy Department, Washington, D.C.

sthject: War Diary - Period 1 March to 31 March 45,
ENCLOSURE: (A) Subject War Diary.
L Enclosure (A) 1s forwarded in accordance

with current instructions.

Ecnnd_

GEORGE A. EUERLE

Covy:
Cinepac,

Eincnoa.
omTransRon.17.
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U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)
CARE oF FLeeT PosT OFFICE
San Franciscc, Calif,
ONFIDENTIAL 1 April 1945

ENCLOSURE (A): = War Diary - period 1 March to 31 March 45,
1 March 1945;: ZONE 9:

Anchored off Tarraguna, leyte, P,I., lovading combat
equipment aboard, of a mixed nature. Small craft are
bringing the cargo from Tarraguna beaches and ship's
personnel with the help of U.S. Army units of the 77th =
Division are loading it aboard. A rough sea and heavy
swells have been predominant in this anchorage, and such
was the case today, Loading today was hampered and made
more difficult to this condition. In the evening shortly
before midnight enemy aircraft fire was observed, The
ship went to General Quarters when the enemy entered the
area and remained so until all clear was sounded,

2 March 1945

Loading ecntinued throughout night and day according
to plan and on schedule, Agaln to-night we went to Cenerzal
Quarters when enemy planes were deftected in the area, The
enemy remained only a short time to-night, and no damage
was done or bombs dropped, Heavy swells continued today as
before,

3 March 1945:

Today loading continued at a rapid pace with only the
condition of the sea showing our progress, No enemy planes
entered the area today and all was quiet in this resreet.

4 March 1945:

Equipment was loaded at a steady pace throughout the day.
To-night the enemy sent planes over again, but no action
resulted, In none of the raids in this area have we sighted
a plane or fired a shot, Planes seem to keep well clear,
coming only near enough to cause an alert,

PAGE -1~
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sERIAL NO. (=] 3

U. 8. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)

CARE OF FLEET PosT OFF!ZE
San Francisco, Calif.

Or I 1 April 1945

ENCLOSURE(A) - War Diary - period 1 March to 31 March 43,
(continued).

5 March 1945:

Drills were held during the day and loading continued
on schedule, it 1300 this date March 7 all egquipment and
Army personnel were aboard. Loading wag completed ahead of
schedule, in spite of the fact progress was slowed many
times by heavy swells. We had enemy planes in the area
agaln to-night but no action occured.

9 lMarch 1945:

Got underway from anchorage off Tarraguna, Leyte, P.I.,
in the early forenoon, to test main propulsion machinery
which, had undergone repairs., Returned to our former berth
in the early evening having completed tests, with satisfactory
results, -

13 March 1945

At 0809 got underway with other units of ComTransRon -
Seventeen and formed in convoy formation. We are to make a
practice landing on beaches in this area on the morning of
14 March, During the afternoon emergency turns, anti-airecraft
firing, and other drills were held., We are mak ng all prepar-

- ations to meet the enemy with maximum efficiency should be
encountered in the future.

14 March 1945:

_ _Arrived in the transport area about 0400 this morning,
and lowered designated boats over the side. after lowering
boats we moved to assigned position off Caﬁugan Grande, P,I.
Drills of all types were held today including the prac{ice 0
evacuating casualties. An assigned number of our boats and
crews made landings on the beaches nearby,

19 March 19453

Remained in same anchorage today off landing beaches,
surigao Strait, Leyte P.I. Drills continued thggughout the day,

PAGE -2-
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0=13

U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
San Francisco, Calif.

COIFIDENTIAL 1 APl J9e8

ENCLOSURE (A) - War Diary - period 1 March to 31 March 45,
(continued).

16 March 19453

In the early afternoon convoy, with boats and equ;nment
aboard, got underway for San Pedro Bay, P.I. Upon arrival
San Pedro Bay, moored alongside U.S.S. ASMENDO to take on fuel.

17 March 1945:

Completed fueling this morning and proceeded in accordance
with orders to assigned anchorage in Leyte Gulf off Rixey
Dulag, P.I.

21 March 1945

From 17 March until today we have been at anchor in Leyte
Gulf off Dulag, P.I., Got underway in early afternoon with
other units of TransRon 17, We are enroute from Leyte Gulf,
P,I.,y to Kerama Retto, in the Okinawa area of the Ryukyus,
This force will make iandings upon arrival at the objective
in accordance with operation order.

26 March 1945:

The voyvage from Leyte, P.I, to Kerama Retto, in the

Okinawa area was quiet and uneventful. The convoy held tactical
maneuvers, anti-aircraft tracking, firing, and other drills

while enroute to objective, This force arrived at the objectives
in the early morning today, The boat group Commander from this
vessel departed shortly after we arrived in transport area, to
carry out assigned duties as wave guide., There was little enemy
activity in the transport area today and no bombs were dropped.
Got underway with other units of this forece in the late after-
noon and retired to sea in accordance with operation order,

27 HMurch 1945:

Cenvoy returned to transport area off Krema Retto in the
early morning in accordance with orders. The boat group
Commander carried out his orders as wave gulde again today.

We encouniered no enemy activity today and retired in the late
afternoon for the night,

PAGE =3-
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U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)

CARE oF FLEET PosT OFFICE
. - o
San Francisco, Calif.

CONF'IDENTIAL 1 April 1945

ENCLOSURE (A) - War Diary - period 1 March to 31 March 45,
(continued).

28 Narch 1945:

Arrived in transport area early this morning and spent
an uneventful day there., Boat group Commander carried out
his orders as wave guide on the landing beaches. Retired to
sea in the afternoon as usual,

29 March 1945:

Returned to transport area this mornirg with the convoy.
Enemy planes entered fhe area but remainea only a short time,
and no bombs were dropped in our area, While carrying out
night retirement plan the convoy was attacked by enemy nlanes
but no damage was done,

30 March 1945:
Remained at anchor in vicinity of Kerama Retto today.
31 March 1945 ZONE 9:
Got underway ip accordance with orders, and proceeded to

Aka Shima, Okinawa group to transfer provisions to U.S5.8. -
BILOXY. Remained at anchor in this area throughout the night.
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31 U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)

CARE OF FLEET PosT OFFICE
San Francisco, California

CONFIDENTIAL 1 May, 1945
From: The Commanding Officer.
To = The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet,

Navy Department, Washington, D.C.
Subject: War Diary = Period 1 April to 30 April 45,
ENCLOSURE: (A) Subject War Diary.
1. Enclosure (A) is forwarded in accordance with

current instructions,

A St

GEORGE A. EUERIE.

Copy:
Cincpac
Cincpoa
Comtransron 17.

121942 A
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CONFIDENT TAL,
ENCLOSURE(A): = War Diary = 1 April to 30 April 45,

Anchored off Aka Shima, Kerama Retto in the Okinawa area. In
the afternoon we got underway and carried out night retirement plan
with other units in the area. Enemy planes were in the area to-day
but no damage was inflicted upon this vessel,

2. Aprdl 19453

While enroute from night retirement to action area this morning
an enemy plane attacked the convoy., Batteries of this vessel opened
fire and scored hits on the enemy plane, which was brought down by
accompanying ship., We suffered no damage due to this attack and
continued on course to anchorage near Kerama Retto.

In the late afterncon while underway carrying out night retire=-
ment plan with other transports and escorts, the convoy was attacked
by six sulcide planes, Considerable damage was done to two vessels
that were hit by these planes. Our batteries scored many hits on
two of suicide planes, and it is believed our fire was responsible
for their destruction, No damage was done to this vessel during this
inhuman attack by an enemy that cannot be considered civilized., We
continued with units that were undamaged and carried out night retire-
ment .

3 Aprdl,1049:

Returned to our anchorage off Kerama Retto and remained there
until ordered to get underway as directed. Proceeded with other
transports and escorts enroute to an assigned awaiting area off
Okinawa to awailt further orders. There was no direct enemy action
tonight near this group.

4 April 1945:

Continued enroute to assigned awaiting area. No enemy planes
were encountered to-day.

5 April 1945

Remaind underway during the day steaming on assigned course
in awaiting area.

Page =l1=
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CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE(A): =~ War Diary - period 1 April to 30 April 45,
(cont inued)

A4 April 1945

The period from 4 April until this date has been spent operating
in an assigned awaiting area, where fueling was accomplished. No
enemy action has been encountered while in this area, Early this
morning the convoy altered its course to proceed to Okinawa in
accordance with instructions.

415 April 1945

Arrived off Okinawa this morning, and proceeded to assigned
berth off Hagushi Beach,

16 April 1945

Remained at anchor off Hagushi Beach to-day, and on two occasions
enemy planes came into the area. One enemy plane was observed shot
down by our fighters., This vessel suffered no damage during these
ralds.

17 April 1949

Enemy planes were iIn the immedlate area twice during the day
but did no damage to this vessel,

A8 Aprdl 1949

Remained at anchor again to-day until just before midnight, when
we got underway to carry out a feint landing on assigned Okinawa
Beaches, on the morning of April 19th. Proceeded in company with
11 other transport type vessels enroute to beaches.

49 April 19495

Arrived at destination and carried out feint landing as directed.
Our troop contingent and boats were lowered away at the assigned time
and carried out their orders, after which they returned to the ship
and were hoisted aboard., All transport type vessels got underway
about noon and returned to anchorage off Hagushi Beach,

Page = 2 =
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CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE(A) - War Diary - period 1 April to 30 April 45,
( continued)

20 dprdl 1949

Received orders this morning to proceed from Hagushi Beach with
other transport type vessels to le Shima, Upon arrival Ie Shima
commenced unloading ammunition. Experienced some diffuclty in un=-
loading due to the fact heavy mobile equipment had been loaded on
hatches, and this priority equipment had not been unloaded. The
ammunition had to be man-handled and with the efforts of all hands
centered on t his job we were able to accomplish our job., Returned
with other units to Hagushi Beach in the afternoon and anchored.

21 April 1945

Moved nearer to the beach this morning making preparations to
commence unloading. Enemy planes entered the area in the evening
but inflicted no damage on this vessel,

22 April 1945

Commenced unloading mixed cargo into small craft alongside.
Enemy planes stopped unloading operations on two occasions but did

no damage. :

23 Aprll 1945

Unloading across Hagushi Beach, continued between enemy alerts,
until orders were received to proceed to Ie Shima, Proceeded to
Ie Shima and immediately began unloading into ISM's alongside. In
the afternoon cargo for Ie Shima had all been unloaded and we
returned to Hagushi Beach, with other units of Transron 17. The
enemy came over this morning, but did no damage. Resumed unloading
upon arrival here,

24 Aprdl 1949

Unloading across Hagushi Beach continued at a rapid pace to-day.
The weather was cloudy with frequent showers and poor visibility most
of the day. and this probably kept the enemy on the ground to-day.

26 April 1949

During the day of April 25th and today our unloading continued.
We were hindered by enemy planes once to-day, but no damage was
inflicted upon this vessel.

Page =3= g i;/
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CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURE(A): War Diary period 1 April to 30 April 45,
( continued)

27 Aprdl 1945

The enemy started early this date by sending planes against
our forces, and they returned for the usual night raids. Most of
our cargo has been unloaded and we should finish before the end of
another day. Unloading operations were interrupted at varying
intervals of time due to enemy air activity.

28 April 1945

All unloading was completed this date, and all gear has been
secured for sea. Transferred two of our fCVP's with crews and
smoke generators to boat pool for temporary duty. Enemy planes
entered the area several times today, there were no direct attacks
on ships in the anchorage.

30 Aprdl 1949

Remained at anchor April 29th and had the enemy with us several
times as usual, Recelived orders to get underway this date, and
proceeded with other transports and merchant ships to Saipan. Convoy
following route as assigned by Convoy Commander.

The month of April has been an eventful one for this ship. We have
been in sight of the enemy most of the time being harrassed and
hindered many times in the railds. Most of the planes that have
attacked have been on suicide missions, Few bombs have been dropped,
but many planes have made suicide attacks, being successful on numerous
occasions,
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U.S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)
CARE OF FLEET PosT OFFICE
San [rancisco, California
1 July, 1945
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U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)
CARE oF FLEET PosT OFFICE
San Francisco Calif.

Subject: War Diary - period 1 June - 30 June, 1945,

-

o D el -

A new nonth found the TORRANCE enroute from Saipsn to San
Francisco, California, Ceneral Cuarters was held each “Ohhing
and the erew and officers carried out agsigned drills, On 2
June, twenty and forty W.I, guns fired at a smoke puff from a
five inch burst. Zeeh gun crew took part in this antiezireratt

practice,

In the early mornin of 6 June, we arrived off San Fran-
¢lsco Bay. A pllot vas piclked up at the pilot vessel and
accomnpanlied the ship to “ﬂr assigned berth in San Iraneisco
Harbor,

The trip from Salvan to San Traneiseo, California was

very cuiet and no actlon was encountered,

Plus 7).

The TOIRAICL »emalned at anchor in her assigned berth,
waiting arrival of civilian workers, who are to accomplish
voyage repairs, with the asslsetance of the shin's crew., An

avallability period has been granted and leave and libert:
been arranged to conform with this period, There is »uech to be
done, but co-oneration Cvom all hands will insure completion

on schedule,
Pron the day of our arrival Ln.“l thia date June l4th

voyage repairs were sccoriplished accordine to sehedule., L:t!
pilot aboard we made a trial rmn this drte that proved

stuccessful, The trial run having been cormpleted the vessel ree

turned to her former anchorage for comiletion of all voyage

repairs.

o %
aas

f'nr.‘":r - o QrE

All repairs vere Cﬂrf_L»Ld rior to this date, and the
ship got underway for Seattle, Washington to “cﬂo“ to COI -
NI for loacing, Our orditnal orders, vhich called for

A b bkl

loading in 8an Franelseo were clanhcd, and we are proceeding
tﬁ aqtlc inetead,

~“re ‘... a 0 ..: 4

The closce of an uneventful voyage from San thrci
found the TOIRAICE in the ch.. ce of I*ue‘ Sound at « “"-‘o 1k
tils date, A pillot was picked up shortly after we entered the
Sound and aseompanied us to our verth ulOu,Fi e Pler #1,
Seal 70; Waghington.

A1l presayrantions for loading had 'een made nrior to

(- ¥
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U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)

CARE OF FLEET PosT OFFICE

period = 1 June =~ 30 June 1945

r after the ship was moored zlongside
oaded aboard.

Pier #91, Seattle, Vash =
a 1icl

1 ot v - e o S i
The TOERANCE remains moored to

neton, with loading ahead of schedule, -:\f*'“lute narmony and
co-ﬂ‘ ,-,. tion from all 1 ersons in '.*..c T-. rd and the Shin's Crew
has enabled us to load ranidly o3 ely.

The entire month of Jw Tt.'..': gen cuiet due to our
location and we have not bee: sturbed Uy the eaeny. Luel
worl has peen accorplished auUrZng owy stay in ‘_"".‘t 1 thout
sacrificing leave or libertyy and all is in readiness for

3.t o ety
another voyage.
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SERIAL NO. ()43 ig_ < | \.j——-%
U. S. S. TORRANCE mxA-mf"‘“‘“éﬂgET NO/ Z/ 'é.z

CARE OF FLEET PosT OFFICE

San Francisco, Calif.

CONFIDENTIAL 1 August 1945.
Froms The Commanding O0fficer.
To 3 The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet,

Navy Department, Washington, D.C.
Subj: War Diary - Period 1 July to 31 July 1945.
Encl: (A) Subject War Diary,

1 Enclosure (A) is forwarded in accordance with
current instructions. -

L 477 :”. g
Pl ~ .'I \ '(. - n-
GEORGE A. EUERLE,

Copy:
o Cincpac
Cincpea
ComTransron 17.
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U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)
OOMIDDI!'IAL CARE OF FLEET PosTt OFFICE

San Francisco, Calif.
Subject: var Diary - period 1 July - 31 July, 1945,

1 July 1945 (Zone Flus 7)

Loading operations continued today as the TORRANCE remained
in her berth alongside Pler 91, Seattle, Washington. Loading is
going along on schedule and uiil be completed on assigned date if
unforseen difficulties do not arise,

5 July 1945 (Zone Plus 7)

In the early forenoon this date all loading operationg were
completed and the ship made ready for sea., The TORRANCE got under-
way at noon in accordance with orders, proceeding to Guam, M.T.

via Eniwetok, Atoll Group., We are proceeding alone at fifteen
knots in accordance with routing instructions,

We arrived off Eniwetok, Atoll, Marshall Group, in the fore-
noon this date, and anchored ln assigned berth. Our voyasge was
quiet and uneventful. All hands were exercised in various drills
during the voyage,

We are awalting onward routing to our destination Guam, M.I.

29 July 1945 (Zone Mimus 12)

The peried from 18 Juli until this date has been spent quietly
at anchor off Eniwetok, Routine drills and a battle problem were
carried out during this time,

Routing and orders to proceed to destination, Guam, M.I.,
were 1ssued this date and the close of day found the TORﬁANCE

underway once more, We are zig-zagging and following assigned
routing, alone,

31 July 1945

We are still underway enroute from Eniwetok to Guam, M.I.

at the end of this month, July 1945. All has been routine and
qulet this month with no enemy action encountered.

/%&MA\
G. A. EUERLE.
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seriaL NO. Qw47 I?FG '?0 é; ‘_A—-
U. S. 5. TORRANCE (AKA-76) EETNO 7&

CARE oF FLeeT Post OFFICE
Sen Francisco, Cqlif,

CONFIDENTIAL 1 September 1945
From: The Commanding Officer.
To 3 The Commander in Chief, U,8, Fleet,
lavy Department, “ashington, D.C.
Subjs War Diary = Period 1 Aupust to 31 Aupust 1945,
Enels (A) Subject var Diary.
Y Inelosure (A) is forwarded in mecordance with

current instruvctlons.

Aa Euntn

GCEORCE A, EUERLE

Copye
Cinepec
Cineposa
ComTransron 17,
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SERIAL NO.  (y_4m

U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)

CARE oF FLEET POsT OFFICE

CONFIDENT TAL San Francisco, Cylif,
Subject: War Diary - period 1 August - 31 August 1945,
1 August 1945

The TORRANCE completed & guiet and uneventful trip from
Eniwetok to Guam this date. We are now anchored in Apra Harbor,
Guam awalting orders to proceed into the dock to discharge our
cargo.

2 Aupust 1949

This vessel shifted berths this morning, and we are now
discharging Cargo at dock U, Guam.

st 194

All preperations having been made, and orders issued the
TORRANCE secured from unloading operatlons and proceeded into
ARSD #6 this morning. The job of scraning and painting the
bottom and repairing a damaged propellar commenced as soon as
the drydocks was floated, Yembers of the ships company and dock
workman are carrying out the work assigned.

17 August 1045

The repairs on the propellar and all other work on the
bottoms was completed this date. We left the drydock, and are
now moored in Apra Harbor. Unloading operations were resumed
shortly after the ship was moored and only a minor portion of
the total Cargo remains aboard.

18 Aupust 1945

Unloading was completed this date, and we are standing by
for further orders.

31 August 1649

The end of August finds the TORRANCE moored in Apra Harbor,
Cuam, awalting further orders. This month has been a quiet one
for this vessel, and no enemy action has bLeen encountered,

Enclosure (a)
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SERIAL NO. .-

REG. b;”i'l.'_L.c Ny ZC

U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)

CARE OF FLEET PosT OFFICE

San Franeisco, Calif,

CONFIDEINTIAL 1 October 1945
Froms The Commanding Officer.
To The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet,
Navy Department, Washington, D, C,.
Subjs War Diary - Period 1 September to 30 September 1945,
Encls (A) Subject War Diary.

(9 Enclosure (A) is forwarded in accordance with
current instructions.

S o

GECRGE A. EUERLE.

Copys
Cinecpac
Cinepoa
ComTransRon 17.
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SERIAL NO.

U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)

CARE OF FLEET PosT OFFICE
San Francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: War Diary - period 1 September - 30 September 1945.

1 September 1945, Zone (=10:10)

The TORRAINICE was in her berth Apra llarbor, Guam, until early
afternoon this date, at which time she got underway for Leyte,
P,I. in accordance with orders.

5 September 1945 (Zone (=9)

The voyage from Guam to Leyte was quiet and uneventful with
no action encountered. Upon arrival we reported to ComTransRon 21
for logistics and duty as directed.

8 Sentember 1945

Logistics having been completed the ship got underway for
Guinan, Samar, and excess boats discharged as directed. Our next
mission calls for the transporting of U. S. Army boats, this being
the reason for discharging ship's boats,

9 Sentember 1945

In accordance with orders the TORRANCE got underway enroute to
Iloilo, Panay early this morning.

10 September 1 one -

We arrived and anchored in Iloilo, Panay harbor early today.
After reporting to ComPhibGroup 13 in %he U.S.S8. ESTES, the job of
loading elements of the 40th Division, U. 8. Army, commenced.
Ship's Company assisted by Army personnel will carry out the load-
ing operation,




axaze/ A12(ele)

SERIAL NO.
U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)
CARE OF FLEET PosT OFFICE
San Francisco, Calif,
CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: War Diary - period 1 September - 30 September 1945

(continued)

- e s mE ER R S Em R Sm O Em O s RS mm B B Em W ms S mE R e Em e am  we e s s s

25 Sentember 1945 (Zone =

Task Unit 78.22.21 arrived Jinsen, Korea, and anchored in
assigned berths, The T.U., was dissolved upon arrival and each
vessel reported to Port authorities for unloading.

Army representatives came aboard shortly after we came to
anchor and unloading commenced the following morning, with ship's
company and U.S. army personnel doing the job.

30 September 1945

The end of September finds the TORRANCE at anchor Jinsen
Korea with the unloading of men and equipment of the U.S.A. 46th
Division very nearly completed, This has been a busy month for
us but no difficulties were encountered,

Enclosure (4).
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U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)

FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, Calif.

1 December 1945

CONFIDENT ITAL
From: The Commanding Officer.
To The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet,
Navy Department, Washington, D.C.
Subj: War Diary = Period 1 October to 31 October 1945.
Encl: (A) Subjeect War Diary.
1, Enclosure (A) is forwarded in accordance with

current instructions.

e Sl

LULI*LL o v CEORGE A. EUERLE.

Z K 'lll'\‘
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Copy: 't 'I' p .
Cincpac
Cincpoa

‘ComTransRon 17.




U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)

FLEET POST OFFICE
San Francisco, Calif.

CONFIDENTIAL
Subjects War Diary - period 1 October = 31 October 1945.

1l _October 1945.Zone (=9)

The TORRANCE lay at anchor in Jinsen, Korea harbor until
early forenoon this date. Opn flood tide we got underway, and
are now enroute to San Pedro Bay, Leyte, P.I. The U.S.S.
Seminole and the U.S.S. Kelphart APD 61 are in compay with us.

7_October 1945

After a very rough trip we arrived San Pedro Bay, and
anchored as directed. There were several typhoons in %he area
during our voyage from Jinsen. On one occasion the convoy was
forced by heavy weather to reverse its course for about twelve
hours. In spite of the difficulties encountered, no material

damage was inflicted upon this ship.
A six day availability was requested this date to effect

necessary repalrs on main propulsion machinery.

9 October 1945

We were still at anchor in San Pedro Bay, Leyte, P.I.
when on affirmative answere to our availabili%y request was

recelved.

15 Qctober 1945

All repairs have been made, supplies loaded, and other
preparations made to get underway this date as directed.

We are enroute to San Fernando, ILuzon, where we are to
load troops and equipment for 1lift %o Korea.

17 October 1949

The trip to San Fernando was a very quiet one. We are now
anchored in the outer harbor in accordance with instructions.

19 QOctober 4

The TORRANCE is being loaded with elements of the Sixth
Division, US Army, alongside the docks in the inner harbor.

Page =l1=



U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)
FLEET POST OFFICE

San Fancisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTTAL

Subject: War Diary = period 1 October = 31 October 1945.
(Continued)

20 October 194

We completed loading, and returned to former anchorage
to await orders.

26 October 1945

The TORRANCE got underway from her anchorage in the
early afternoon. We are enroute to Jinsen, Korea, in company
With the U.S.S. TFATI_IE;I"US End U.S.S. LLOYD.

31 October 1945

The end of October found us nearing our destination,
Jinsen, Korea, our trip from San Fernando, Luzon thus far has
been very acuiet and uneventful,

Enclosure (A)
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A12-1(jfD)
Ser No. 0656
U. S. S. TORRANCE (AKA-76)
FLEET POST OFFICE
San Francisco, Calif.
CONFIDENTIAL
Subject? War Diery - period 1 November-30 November 1945.

1l November 129456 (Zone - 7)

The TCHRRANCE errived Jinsen, Korea, anchored in essigned
berth end commenced unloading operstiones. Small craft from
the bnee and ships boasts ere pertlcipating in the operations,
which is being cerried out on £ twenty four hour beels.

4 November 19456

All elemente of the Sixth Divieion U.S5. Army, end equip-
ment etteched thereto, left the ship this ante. The TORRANCE
now liees et ~nchor in Jineen Herbor ecwelting orders.

19 November 1945

Petience hes it's reward to-dey the TOREANCE received
ordere to emberk opnecengers to cepscity, and orocecd to Seattle,
Waeghington.

21 November 1945

All peeeengere ceme asboard prior to noon this date, and
shortly efterwards we got underway enroute for Sesttle.

We are in company with the U.S.S. CIRCE (AKA-25). The
TORRANCE and the CIRCE ere to proceed fo-gether to an ceeirned
position cleer of mined watere, rt vhich time the CIRCE will
proceed to Japsn, ond the TORFANCE to Seattle

23 November 1845

Eerly tnis dete we parted conpeny with the U.S.8. CIFCE,
and sre now proceeding independently.

30 November 18456

The end of the month finde the TORRANCE plowing into a
very heavy sea and wind. we continue enroute to Seettle, but
at 2 greatly reduced epeed. The weether has been very roush for
the peret two daye end et present showe no eigns of bresklng,
under present conditione we will not errive 2t our destination
on schedule, but we may be fortunate and have smoother salling
ahead.

Encloeure (4)




AKA%6/412-1 U.S.S. TORRANCE (AKA-76) =
#Fleect Post Office '

San Francisco, Cal., é%;
7 December .
From: The Commending Officer. S_: 17 ucl 1945 &
To @ The Secretary of the Navy, \
Subj: Ship History.
Ref : (a) ALPAC #202-45, (b) ALPAC #318-45,
) The following resumé is submitted in accordance with

subject reference and is a brief but concise history of the U.S.S.
TORR/NCE (AKL=76).

2e Upon commissioning at the 1l4th Street Hoboken Yard of the
Bethlehem Steel Company, the ship was directed to proceed to an
assigned berth nearby where supplies could be taken on for her
meliden voysge. During the ten-day period allotecd, the ship was
taken to Long Island Sound, and such tests as the Commanding
Officer desired were cerried out,.to substantiate the fact that
the equiprent on board was ready for operation.

3. These activities were completed on 18 Novemrber 1944 and
the shlp cleared New York Harbor, setting course for Nerfrlk, Vir-
ginia arriving there the following night. While in this area
arrengements were made to inspeet ¢nd complete minor iters nccesser
for the ship to conduct its prirmary mission, When these 2djust-
ments were finished on Deccember 1llth, the ship, in company with two
other fK/s, departed for Balboa, Canal Zone,

4, ifter arrival in the Crnal Zone the ship procecded to
San Francisco where, on arrival 2 J ruery 1945, the shlp wes loaded
with raintenance meterials for South Pacifie bases, which included
Milne Bey, New Gulners, Hollandia, New Guineca and Manus Island in
the /dmiralty Group., On January 13th, the ship got underway and
proceeded to the aforerentioned ports, complcting this mission in
Hollendia, New Guinea on Fcbruary 14, 1945. The ship was then
directed to Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands, where it was to under-
taoke the first corbet loading. By this tirc the ship was attached
to Trensport Squadron Seventeen, Transport Division Forty-Nine.
During the lztter part of Fcbruory ond first part of March, 1945,
the ship anchored off Terraguna on the Island of Leyte, and was
cithat loaded with gear and men of the Engineers Divislon, Regi-
oontal Combst Tesm #305, U, S. 4Lrmy, From March 14th to March 17,
1945, the ship engoaged in a2 troining attack order off Cabuangan
Islend on the coast of Leyte,

e On the return from the training period logistics were
completed 2and the ship on 21 March Joined in convoy with Commander
Western Islands attack Group and proceeded toward Kerara Retto,.

On the morning of 26 March 1945, the ship participated in the

page -l1=-
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1XL76/112=-1 U.S.5. TORRANCE (LKA=76)
v %Fleet Post Office

San Frencisco, Cal.
7 December 1945,

Subj: Ship History (cont'd).
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landing and occupation of the islands forming what is known as the
Kercma Retto Groupe No men or materiols were unloaded at Kerome
Retto as the units embarked were of a reserve nature, The customery
amphibious procedures were followed in accordance with the tactical
plan, Leter, in conformance with the tactical plan, the ship re-
tired to an awaiting erea, ready to proceed to the %arget area on
Okinawa should its emborked units be needed. /rrival off Hagushi
Bezch was mede on 15 upril in preperation for unloading at Ie Shima,
however during the early morning hours of 19 /pril 1945 the ship
engoged with other vessels of the division in a feint o~ttock and
landing on the southeast coest of Okinawe which was corried out
successfully.

6. On return to Hrgushl anchoroge off Okinawa the ship was
directed to proceed to Ie Shime to effect the transfer of combat
supplies as directed by the Squadron Commonder, This was completed
on the following morning and the ship returned to Hogushi Becch to
unload the remainder of equipment and e¢argo on Okinawa,

7 Speed and dispatch was the keynote in unloading, zlthough
interrupted night and day by enemy air attacks, which delayed the
completion of unlooding until 28 April 1945, All during this period
whether underwzy or at anchor the ship was subjected to attacks
from sulcide planes, boats znd shore botteries, and took part in
defensive combat ac%ion. While anchored ot Hagushil Beach 2nd un-
loading, the ship wes forced to shift anchornges due to borberdment
from the shore, The ship was credited with splashing two sulcide
planes andhassisted in the splashing of many others while underway
and ot onchor,

8, By 5 May 1945 the ship had reached the Islend of Saipen
where 1t wss to await further orders,

9. On Mzy 22nd, orders were received to proceed to San Fren-
ciscoy Crlifornia where on arrival voysge repairs were made, The
shlp was then routed onward to Seattle, Washington, for a mainten-
ance materisl loading for the Island of Guam, The loading was
completed bv 5 July 1945 and the ship departed as directed to
Eniwetok., /fter a short stezy there, the ship continued on to the
Island of Guam where the corgo was dischorged, whereupon the ship
wes directed to proceed to Leyte in the Philippines, The arriwal
at Sen Pedro Bay, Leyte Gulf, wrs on 3 September 1945, where logis-
tics were completed ond further orders directed to proceed to
Iloilo, Panay, where the ship was to operante under Commander
/mphibious Group Thirteen,

10, Lt Iloilo moteriels and equipment of the 40th Division
engineers ~nd hoet group, U. S. .rmy, were loaded, On 18 September
1945 Iloilo Harbor, Ponay, was cleored and the ship proceeded to
Jinsen, Korea, where its cargo was discharged and directed to
return to Leyte in the Philippines,
page -2-
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L. iKa76/012-1 U.5.5. TORR.NCE (/K/=76)

9Flecet Post Office
Sen Froneisco, Conl,
7 Dedember 1945,

Subj: Ship History (cont'd),
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11, isrrival was made in San Pedro Bay, Leyte in the Philippines,
on 7 October 1945, =an avallebility period of six days was grented
while in this =2rees to effect repairs whereupon completing of logis=
E&cs on October 14th the ship proceeded to the city of San Fernando,

Zon,

12, .t San Fernando, Luzon, equipment s#nd vehicles for the Sixtl
Infontry Division, U. S. /rmy, were loaded on bosrd, On October
26, 1945, with 11 officers ~nd 178 enlisted men of thc Sixth Infantry
Division, U. S, irmy nboard, the ship in compony with the U.S.S.
M.TTHEWS ond U.S5.5. LLOYD proceeded to Jinsen, Koren, where zgain
the ship was unloaded.s On November 20th and the morning of the 2l1s%
officers rnd men as directed by the Port Director, Jinseny emborked
on board in preparation for the return of this vessel to Seattle,
Vashingtony

M0, Cuwala

G| J‘-o EIUI'RILE.

ce: SecNav (PubInfo) (3).
CinCPac (PubInfo) (3).
F1t Hore Town News Center, 844 N, Rush St., Chicego,I11.(3).
Cor..dComPhibsPrc (3).
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NAYY DEPARTMENT
0~10 US.S. TORRANCE (AKA 76]
c/e Fleat Poit O‘Tica

CUPLREEIAL il T
ning (Ctieer
o RS Soraiee In Chief; V.5, Tleet,
(Readinass Division).
Via The Commander Amphiblous Group(EEVEN),

Antieilr Craft Action Reports = sube
mission of,

fsubjeets
Referencer  (e) Sinpas,ContsitmayiEieds of 1/2/48

RACLOSURES: — (A) nmn of nug‘o?nn at 0603

‘mqf“ at 1540
1. In accordance with reference (a),

enclosures (A) and (B) are forvarded herewith,

OBORGE A, FURRLE

e — mm(m.mv.)./

S i
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R A Ar ADVANCE COPY
CONFIDENTIAL
REVISED FORM FOR REPORTING A. A. ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS
I Location of ship (area) ... Krema Ret8e = u.s.s. . TORRANCE
Zone Time -’0693 DRSNS U 1 1 - et ‘/2/4,
NOTES

(a) REPEL ATTACK FIRST—then collect data for this report.

(b) Do not “Gun Deck” this report. If data cannot be estimated with reasonable accuracy,
enter dash in space for which no data ig available,

(¢) These sheets are to be filled out immediately after action is completed with data avail-
able from ship’s log, memory, and consultation with ship's officers. Information is
essential in order that the effectiveness of our equipment can be determined. Where
data are of doubtful accuracy, fill in with general terms.

(d) Forward under separate cover to Readiness Divigion, Commander in Chief, U. 8. Fleet.

1. Surprise attack (ves or no)_..  YO® _Day or night . Dewm
2. Method picking plane up (Rndal binoculars, naked eye) ....... Naked L ) 4 I
3. Range plane was picked up (50, 30, 10, less than 5 miles) ... 2 miles
4. Total number of planes observed... .. .. e b coen 'l‘ype,_..__ 'lt. : .
5. Number of planes attacking own slup..u s o s g O . e
6. Number of planes taken under fire by own ship_..._.._...m_ B sl s Sk
(a) Of those attackingown ship...... **® . . Type... ==
(b) Gl TN R S catiie: 1 R DEL .. '.'.
7. Speed and altitude of approach in knots and feet. ... u’ lmtl 300". _________________

8. Number of guns firing—by caliber.. ‘. “
9. Ammunition expended—by cahber. 3,' ‘o-I n" “

10. Percent service allowance expended.,..-..n..m ........ I” ‘Qll o

11. Method of control....... Loeal . Method of spotting__TPGOE®
Method of ranging ... h ttery mm . Method of firing... . “hu.

12, Approximate time-tracking to first shot...... .

13. Approximate time of first hits

14. Approximate time first shot to last shot..

15. Approximate position angle open fire......._ ..

16. Approximate position angle cease five.... ... .. &7

17. Approximate bearing first shot...

18. Approximate bearing last shot. . 1” sesiaras A e (2

19. Approximate range first shot.... m !ll'l! Altltude of I‘lane.._._ m re,

20. Approximate minimum range aircraft approached. ..m_.mhltrtude.. l” n! .

21. Approximate range last shot.--.m.nlg ........................ Altitude of Plane. . 150 "0

22, Approximate altitude of bomb release... N n’ ...Size of bomb._ ‘m “ 1“
(over)

4 02983 o<




25.

26.

27.
28.
29.
30.

Approximate range torpedo release.. . ... =% b e .Size of torpedo... =

Number hits on ship by bombs.*®** . __ by tulpedm.s ®= ... Was ship strafed ?. l..

Size gun. e ...

Number near bomb misses damaging ship ‘None
Planes shot down:

-, m‘ﬁl;’lﬁ!‘zm."” ::H?h PROBABLE DAMAGED
(a) Those attacking own ship .. e e .. e S
(b) Other aireraft. . ... ... ... it e e 1 . - -

(An aireraft is considered destroyed “Sure,” when, as result of own ship's fire:
1. It is seen to crash. 2. It is seen to disintegrate in the air or be enveloped in
flames, 3. It is seen to descend on friendly territory and be captured. 4. Pilot
and entire crew are seen to bail out).

(A “Sure-Assist” may be claimed when plane is destroyed as result, of own
ship’s and assisting fire by friendly planes, shore batteries, or other ships).

(An aireraft is considered probably destroyed when, as result of own ship’s
fire: It is so damaged as to have less than an even chance of reaching its own
territory safely).

(An aireraft is considered damaged when, as result of own ship's fire: It is so
damaged as to require repair before heginning another mission, but has better
than an even chance of reaching its own territory safely. Claims shall be based
on careful interrogation by proper authority, and every effort shall be made to
eliminate duplication of claims).

Best estimate of size of gun or guns responsible for each “Sure”. 20MM
Performance of ammunition (excellent, good, bad, poor) . Exeellent
What failures in material occurred in this action?............ 'm

Sketeh: (a) Indicate direction of attack relative ship’s head.
(b) Show relative position of sun.
(¢) Indicate own maneuvers.

NOTE :—Add descriptive text on additional sheet if required te clarify report.

29 13*knote
v O Sun very low in sky

V
Y Y Hits by 201 observed

wom 00 — Open firve

Courne
Speed +9 Knots

— Nate sighted

v
P i




CominCh F-01 AA-1

ENCLOSURE (B)
Feb. 1944 ADVANCE COPY

CONFIDENTIAL

Location of ship (m‘ea) m ﬁ 2U. 8 8.

Zone Time .

REVISED FORM FOR REPORTING A. A. ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS
_ Date 2AP1'1119‘5 _

_ NOTES
(a) REPEL ATTACK FIRST—then collect data for this report.

(b) Do not “Gun Deck” this report. If data cannot be estimated with reasonable accuracy,
enter dash in space for which no data is available.

(c) These sheets are to be filled out immediately after action is completed with data avail-
able from ship’s log, memory, and consultation with ship's officers. Information is
essential in order that the effectiveness of our equipment can be determined. Where
data are of doubtful accuraey, fill in with general terms.

(d) Forward under se]:iarate cover to Readiness Division, Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet.

1. Surprise attack (yes or no)... r“ Vi il e _ Day or night. . Dusk (1840)
2. Method picking plane up (Radur. binoculars, naked eye) llk!‘m
3. Range plane was picked up (50, 30, 10, Jess than 5 mlles)......_..;._!g!_ e e S b o
4. Total number of planes observed... .. ’ ............................................ Type..... . D0tay
5. Number of planes attzcking own ship.... NOR® ol Dype... @ .
6. Number of planes taken under fire by own ship Bt lne oo AR
(a) Of those attacking own ship... Rone SR L B Typeh.. oy
(b) Others....... 5 hll! o
7. Speed and altitude of appmuh in knots and feet.. 2 .t 250 ltl 3000 ”’ 1 .t 250 Kts
8. Numhu of guns firing—by caliber. 3= m " m 2000 e,
9, Ammunition expended-—by caliber.. ”2— ml 9“ m- .
10. Percent service allowance expended. .. "' ‘o.l 1/”" m-
11, Method of control... Loegl : . Method of spotting.... mm
Méthod of ranging. .. ‘l“'ﬂ' m"“r ................ Method of firing.... ‘m‘“
12. Approximate time-tracking to first shot... 10 "‘om
13. Approximate time of first hits. , '..0 ‘1)1 ’ '..! (1)! m '”' (1)
14. Approximate time first shot to last shot... 10 m‘
15, Approximate position angle open fire.. 10. ‘2)1 2. (1’ s
16. Approximate position angle cease fire 2' !3’ O A B e s e (et ree e :
17. Approximate bearing first shot... 090 ‘”’ 030 (-2’ __________________
18. Approximate bearing last shot... 090 (” 8. 030 ‘2’ ;
19. Approximate range first shot.. ;@ I‘. (2) " m Mt:tude of Plane 38% ig (fl’
20, Approximate minimum range aircraft approached.. 1200 ydatitude 400 ft. __
21, Approximate range last shot_m.Altltude of Plane . m ﬂ‘
22, Approximate altitude of bomb release...... =% . ... ... Size of bomb.. . **
(over)

. 4 02983 ‘f



MMANDEHR IN Gihk?

23. Approximate range torpedo release ... . . ""]_ ;Ll.‘l ...... Size of torpedo._... == .
24, Number hits on ship by bombs.__ se by torpedoes.. .. se Was ship strafed?. No.
Size gun. ... AR i ) |2 :
256. Number near bomb misses damaging 'ihlp 22 iom e
26, Planes shot down:
SURE SURE PROBABLE DAMAGED

i By own ahip alona) { Ausist)

{(a) Those attacking own ship..........cooooeei.o. s . . ok IR T I L ..,
{b) Other' aweraf®. . e 1 L i -

(An aireraft is considered destroyed “Sure,” when, as result of own ship’s fire:

1. It is seen to crash. 2. It is seen'to disintegrate in the air or be enveloped in
,  flames. 3. It is seen to descend on friendly territory and be captured. 4. Pilot
and entire crew are seen to bail out),

(A “Sure-Assist” may be claimed when plane is destroyed as result of own
ship’s and assisting five by friendly planes, shore batteries, or other ships).

(An aireraft is considered probably destroyed when, as result of own ship's
fire: It is so damaged as toc have less than an even chance of reaching its own
territory safely). _

(An aircraft is considered damaged when, as result of own ship’s fire: It is so
damaged as to require repair before beginning .another mission, but has better
than an even chance of reaching its own territory safely. Claims shall be based
on careful interrogation by proper authority, and every effort shall be made to
eliminate duplication of claims).

27. Best estimate of size of gun or guns responsible for each “Sure”. U A
28, Performance of ammunition (excellent, good, bad, poor). hcenont _____________________
29, What failures in material occurred in this action ?Mhﬂdmtrme 20MN

30, Sketch: (a) Indicate direction of attack relative ship’s head.
(b) Show relative position of sun.
(¢) Indicate own maneuvers.

mmoh of phm
400 ft,
Appreach at 5000 ft,

NOT ---Add descriptwec text on additional sheet if required to clarify report
se E?L‘:l

1841 muo ]hn- h:l.t EERRICO,
luiauo phno hit mast of m.nn. Plane was hic
by Jlll this ship, which diverted-
course plane,

- 1847 « Changed uu-u i 270, 13,5 Knote., |
th ssisted this ship shot down SALLY sttempting sutotde
180 ve on -tarburl s of ship two stations ahead

1854 « Unassisted this s ht down SALLY st ting num
gln ;n starboard s of what was hel to be the
m >

was tﬂri Egu were first sighted by naked eye.

L!ro was uﬂummigm too late g

' m gun ¢ Others were spotted in sufficlent time, All
' planes were on -u-m missions,

's
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San :

Serialn-20 Francisco, Californ e
CONFIDENTIAL 9 ApehL 1985
From: The Commanding Officer,

To The Commander in Chief, U.S, Fleet,

Via @ The Commander Amphibious Group SEVEN.

Subjects: Report of Anti-Aireraft Action - submission of.

References (a) CominChPacFlt & POA, Conf. Ltr, # 1CL-45 of
1/1/45, File No, A2-11/A12, Serial # 1CL-45,

PART T

(a) This 1s a report of action by enemy aircraft on a convoy

about dusk on 2 April 1945, Although the attack lasted only about
fifteen (15) minutes (1841 to 1654) item time, it included active~
ity of Japancse Suicide Bombers approaching without warning, diving
singly in rapid succession on various ships of convoy and screcen,

(b) Reporting ship took thrce (3) of the enemy under-fire, hitting
one (1) sufficiently to divert its course to intended target and
shooting down the remaining two (2) shortly after they went into
dives before definite indication of Intended targets.

PART II

(a) Reporting ship was in company with Task Force 51,1.1, 0.T.C.,
and guide in CHILTON in position 21, base course 180(T), speed

1345 knots, convoy disposition in three (3) columns, TORRANCE in
position 24, The Task Force was engaged in retiring operation from
KERAMA RETTO, RYUKYU RETTO.

(b) Convoy was attacked from abaft of starboard beam to starboard
quarter by six (6) to eight (8) Japanese Sally's which, presumably
approached in formation but split up into units of two (2) or more
to diversify their attack., The planes came in at about 8,000 fect
at an estimated speed of 250 knots. All unquestionably were operat=
ing under "Suicide Orders".

PART III

(a) The action took place at 1840 item time, visibility, fair;

wind, north east; and sea, smooth. No apparent warning was given,
the %irst knowleége of the attack came when a plane was seen diving
on HENRICO in position 32 or 33 at 1841 item time. The attack was
developing rapidly; at 1842 another planc was seen diving on TELFAIR
in position 34 and 40mm batterics (2 twin mounts) on reporting ship
took plane under fire during its dive, hitting it sufficiently to
cause loss of eontrol by pilot, it finally hit the mast of the

@ 1881 Pats: (1) | /
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U.S.S. TORRANCE (AKA76)

AKA76/A12 c/o Fleet Post Office, OF10/wmm
Serial 0-20 San Francisco, California 5
O1252
CONFIDENTIAL 7 April 1945
Subject: Report of Anti-Aireraft Action - submission of,
PART III - (CONTINUED):

intended target then fell ablaze into water on port side of target.

(h) At 1847 convoy turned to 270(T), speed, 13.5 knots and shortly

two (2) other planes were observed approaching middle of convoy on

starboard bow. One (1) went into dive at 1852 and was shot down by
# 3 Twin Mount 40mm batteries of reporting ship; at 1854 the other

plane likewise diving was shot down by same batteries of reporting

ship., Probable intended targets of last two (2) planes were ships

in or about center of convoy.

(¢) Shortly before the above action another plane dived on and hit
an APD of the screen, At least two (2) other planes were seen to
go away forward without following up the attack,

(d) Friendly planes were in the area when the attack began,

(e) At 1903 convoy resumed base course and proceeded after providing
escort for HENRICO who fell out of column when hit,.

PART IV

(a) Three (3) of ship's Twin Mount 40mm batteries and five (5) 20mm
guns were used, Ammunition expended, 772 rounds of 40mm and 06 -
rounds 20mm, All ordnance equipment functioned perfectly except

one (1) ruptured QOmm cartridge was reported. Gun control was local
spotting, by tracer; ranging, by Battery Officers; firing, Automatic,

(b) Since the enemy's mission was obviously suicidal no use of ord=-
nance equipment other than crash charge was observed.,

PART ¥
(a) No damage to reporting ship.

(b) Superstructure area of HENRICO was hit by bomber but no details
of damage. TELFAIR had damage to foremast, no details of extent,

(e¢) All enemy aireraft destroyed either by gun-fire or explosion

upon contact with ships, except the two (2) which apparently aban-
doned the attack,

Page (2)
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AKA76/A12 c/o Fleet Post 0ffice, OF10/wmm
Serial 0=20 San Francisco, California

CONFIDENTIAL 7 April 1945
Subject: Report of Anti-Airecraft Action - submission of.
EART VI

(a) In this case the enemy showed no disposition to use a diver=-
sified attack other than to separate somewhat to attack various
units; all planes approached from approximately the same altitude
and bearing.

P Vi

(2) No casualties on reporting ship = All personnel performed
excellently at battle station.

PART VIII

(2) From this action it is concluded that lookouts and gun watches
must be.kept alert in all sectors at all times. The very reliable
performances of radar on most occasions has a tendency to cause

all hands to come to rely on it for original contacts with approach-
ing enemy targets.

(b) The enemy sulcide plane can be stopped but it must he hit hard
in vulnerable spots to do it, A heavy concentration of fire 1s most
likely to accomplish this, A suggested method of combatting these
planes 1s by the use of a rocket gun consisting of twelve (12)
rockets which could be directed into the oncoming plane providing
the necessary protection to divert or explode the target,

GEORGE A, EUERLE

CcC: Oominch(Adv.copy);//
Gaaas 3} (1)
m ansqdrn, SEVENTEE
CondrPhibrp,SEVEN(1) )
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U.S.S. TORRANCE (AKA76) ——  OFIO/wmm s,

AKA76/A12 ¢/o Fleet Post Office,

Serial: 0-22 San Francisco,California

CONFIDENTIAL 7 April 45
From: The Commanding Officer,.

To The Commander in Chief, U.S, Fleet,

Via : The Commander Amphibious Group SEVEN,

Subject: Report of Anti-Aircraft Action = submission of,

Reference: (a) Cominch-PacFlt & POA, Conf,ltr,.#1CL-45 of
1/1/45. File No., A2-11A12. Serial #1CL-45.

PART 1

(a) This is a report of action by one (1) enemy plane on a convoy
about dawn on 2 April 45, This plane approached the convoy from
astern out of a mist and was flying low near the starboard column
when identified as enemy,

(b) Reporting ship opened fire on the plane and several 20mm -
shells were seen to burst about the wings and other parts of the
plane with no evidence of vital damage.

PART 11

(a) Reporting ship was in company with Task Force 51.1.1, 0.T.C.,
and guide in CHILTON in position 21 base course 040(T); speed,
thirteen (13) knots; convoy disposition in, three (3) columns;
TORRANCE in position 25; BASTLAND in position 26, Task Force was
engaged in retiring operation from XERAMA RETTO, RYUKYU RETTO,

(b) The convoy was approached by one (1) NATE from astern on

starboard side and due to density of the mist it is doubtful

whether the pilot was aware of the presence of the convoy until

%%gTiAN? opened fire on it, Its altitude abouvt 1,000 feet; speed,
nots. -

PART 111

(a) The action took place at 0603 Item time, visibility about
2,250 yards; wind, north east, and sea,moderate, No warning was
received of the approach of the plane, the first knowledge of its
presence grew out of a report from lookouts cn starboard side of
ship, several made the identification and reported simultaneously,
at about the time one (1) 40mm battery on EASTLAND opened fire,

PAGE -1-
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AKA76/A12 c/o Fleet Post Office, OF10/wmm
Serial: 0-22 San Francisco,California

GONFIDENTIAL 26 April 45
Subject: Report of Anti-Aircraft Action - submission of.
PART IIT - CONTINUED:

(a) Fire was opened by 20mm batteries on starboard side of
reporting ship, As the plane went forward other ships, perhaps
two (2), likewise opened fire.

(b) As the plane neared the leading ships of the columns it

banked to the right and reversed its course flying nearer to the

outboard column as it returned toward the rear of the convoy. As

%E turned about one (1) 40mm battery on reporting ship opened
re,

(¢) The plane continued its course toward the ships at an angle
that brought it directly over the EASTLAND, It was seen to dis-
charge one (1) bomb which went over the EASTLAND and hit in the
water on her port hand, Loockouts aboard reporting ship reported
it as disappearing in the haze astern of the convoy flying very
low but with no apparent evidence of having been badly damaged,

It 1s understood that EASTLAND reported the plane sheot down by

it. This is entirely possible. P

(d) Ships of the convoy were cxecuting ocmergency turns at the
time of firing and the reporting ship and EASTLAND were in good
position for firing on the target.

(e) While hits from 20mm batteries were scen to burst on the
plane there is nothing to indicate that it was disabled seriously
therefrom. The pilot evidently had control of the plane and bomb
release equipment. Any damaging fire must have been delivered as
or after the plane passed over EASTLAND.

PART IV

(a) One (1) of ships twin mount 40mm batteries and six (6) 20mm
guns fired on the plane, Ammunition expended; 35 rounds 40mm and
212 rounds 20mm., All ordnance equipment functioned satisfactorily,
Control was local; spotting by tracer; ranging, by battery officers;
firing, automatic.

(b) While the planc released one (1) bomb it missed its mark

and no other report can be made on the function of its ordnance
equipment, No evidence of strafing was noted,

(:> | 5 01231
FAGE -2~




Y »

U.S.S. TORRANCE (AKA76) OF10/vmm
AKA76/A12 c/o Fleet Post Office,
Serial: 0-22 San Francisco, California
CONFIDENTIAL
7 April 45
Subject: Report of Anti-Aircraft Action - submission of.
PART V

(a) No damage to any of ships of convoy.

(b) No evidence of serious damage to enemy plane was noted
under poor visibility although, EASTLAND is said to have shot
the plane down, presumably after 1t passed over,

P VI

(a) It is believed the enemy was on a reconnalssancc mission
and flew past the convoy somewhat by accident, After it was
f%red upon it turned about to deliver an attack as relatcd
above,

PART VII

(a) No casualties on reporting ship, Personnel obviously a
little "Jjittery" as sight of the first cnemy target within
range although, lookouts spotted and identified the plane with
reasonable rapidity.

PART VIIT

(a) It is difficult to determine whether the 20mm shells hit

any vital part of the plane., It is belicved that they did not
because, the plane was well within the effective range of that
gun and it 1s still belicved to be effective at reasonable ranges,
up ;g 1,500 yards, when delivcred to vital parts of enemy air=-
craft,

/-_ d
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GEORGE /., EUERLE
i

Copy to: Cominch(kdv.copy),“”,”f’

Cinepac (3),
ComdrPhibGrp,SEVEN (1),
ComdrTransRon,SEVENTEEN(1)
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GONFIDENTIAL s ,.,_},94_5__03.32'3

Froms The Commanding Officer.

To The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet,

Subject: Action Report; general,

Reference: (a) Cominch-PacFlt & POA, Conf,ltr. #1CL=-45 of
1/1/45, File No. A2-11/A12. Serial #1CL=45.

ENCLOSURE:  (A) Loading and Unloading Reports.-(f]&iné
b
1, Periods to be covered are:

(a) March 26, to April 3, 1945,
(b) April 14, to April 30,1945,

2e The action occuring during the period March 26,
to April 3, 1945, concerns the initial landing and the subse=
quent occupation of the islands forming the Kerama Retto group
in the Ryuku Islands., 8hipn's officers of the boat group and
landing boats were used to support the general operations. In
addition logistic service was furnished to small craft and to
vessels of the screen. This ship was called upon to provide
and fuel ship's of the anti submarine screen, It was also
directed to replenish considerable dry provisions for the
¢ruiser BILOXI, which, had sustalned damage to its stern and to
a storeroom, fhis in addition to other provisioning activities
carried on, created a messing problem due to limited food
supplies, During this period the ship was subjected to enemy
air attacks and anti-air craft action reports have been sub=
mitted covering the details of suicide plane attacks,

3. The second phase of action taking place between
April 14 to April 30,1945, includes the supporting of initial
landing on IE SHIMA whereln special efforts were made to assist
the shore army combat team, This consisted of furnishing rations,
ammunition and water which, had to be handled through manesize
hatches, as in the loading plan vehicles had been placed on the
square of the hatches for priority unleoading, The combat devel-
opements ashore caused a change in the unloading schedule and
had portable battens not been installed about these man<holes
to prevent cargo on shifting the problem of carrying out the
unloading order would have been ecomplieated and delayed. Through
the conserted action of the army contingent on board and ship's
force the unloading was carried on in this manner, expertly and
no hardship occured in the shore combat group, Upon completion
of the unloading of these items at IE SHIMA, the ship proceeded
to an anchorage of Hagushi Beach, Okinawa,and proceeded to une
load the remainder of its cargo, During the unloading, the ship
was fired upon by shore batteries and for varying intervals of
time during the nights was subjected to cnemy air attacks,

133250
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Action Report; general,

3. CONTINUED

Unloading from the ship to the beach was accomplished through
the use of LSII's, barges and ship's boats,

4, The troops and cargo that wocre carried are as indicated:

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

(e)

(1)

Detachnent of the 77th Infantry Division embarked
on board !arch 6, 1945, at Tarraguna Bay,leyte,=
P,I., consisting of cight (8) army officers and
one~hundred twenty-one (121) enlisted personncl.

The above garrison was disembarked on April 28,
1945, at Hagushi Bcach, Okinawa,

ITixed cargo was loaded which consisted of ordnance
and cngineering materials, rations, water, gasoline,
fuel oil and various cngincering and mobiie units,
The quantity of cargo embarked is as indicated in
enclosure (L), The stowage and loading method

used was such as to place all griority vehicles
which numbered thirty-eight (38) on the square of
the hatches so thct any hold could be vorked pend-
ing the developements ashore and what materials

were needed,

The date and place of loading was at Tarraguna
Beach, Leyte, P,I., betwcen lMarch 1, and March 6
1945, Thc dIscharging of cargo was on the islands
of IE SHIMA on April 22 and April 23, 1945, and at
Hogushi Beach, Okinawa, between Aprii 24 to April-
28, 1945,

During the initial landings at Kerama Retto, the
ship was called upon to ¢ are for injured prisoners
of war, In this respect stokes stretchers were
used with a two (2) sheave jig to handle them fronm
small boats, The number of casualties handlcd were
two (2) of which one (1) died of injuries received
during battle., There were no personncl casualties
within the ship's force.

To facilitate the unloading operation the boat
groun cormander was despatchcd to the beach area
where through effective use of portable radio,
the operation was carried on with dispatch,

Page =2-
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(f) CONTINUED

The boat group commander acted in support of the
beach master in control of beaching operations,

The army contingent aboard in addition to others
gotten from the division embarked by the squadron,
furnished the working party nccessary in handling
the materials going ashore and aided on board ship.

5. It is without questionable doubt that all hands in
this vessel learncd considerable concerning the action necessary
in the carrying out of an Amphibious operation during the loading
of the squadren ships at Leyte, P.I., and in the unloading at
the principle beaches noted. Surf conditions at Tarraguna Beach,
damaged our ILCM's and an efficient boat repair group was set up
whereby repairs were effectively accomplished thereby, causing
little delay through boat operational difficulties. &he greater
vart of boat damage oocuzr®d during the loading operation, the
ship being directed to furnish its LCM's for loading of squadron
transports, From this experience it has been found that the
allowance of cutlas bearings for replacing worn bearings is in-
sufficient, A method had to be devised so as to keep the pro=-
pellar shafts of the ICM's being pulled out of their couplipgs.

6. It is suggested in the light of this past operation
that emergeney troop ammunition spaces be loecated fore and aft
where use can be made of the present armunition hoists in the
handling of troop ammunition so as to provide a means of carrying
emcrgency ammunition in a proper stowage thereby readily aiding
ground ferces where the need is dire,

7. Through the splendid cooperation of the Army Transport
Quartermaster this ehange in thc operational unloading plan was
acecomplished, It is the writer's belief that the ship carricd
out its duty in a most efficilent manner and is worthy of admire
ation and praise, The total time for the operation took approxe
imately seventy (70) days.

-
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<;¢£; GEORGE L. EUEgiE
Copy to: Comineh(Aidv,copy)

Cincpae (3) ;
ConPhibGrp , SEVEN=(1)
ComdrTransPortSaqdrn. SEVENTEEN-(1).
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