® o

Contributed by Frank Gerhardt 7/

U. 8. 8. VINTON (AKA 83) ',., o I -

¢/o Fleet Fost, fice,
New York, New York
- -y !\ <8 Februnrm 1945
CO!NFIDENTIAL
From: sommanding Officer,
To ;ommander in Chief, U. S. Fleet,
Subject: r Dlary for month of Februa ry 1945,

: 8 The War D
5

iary for the U,5.s. VINTON (AKA 83) for the
month of February 194 § 8

o Ll
is submitted herewith:

A, 23 February 1945,

1530 - U,8.8. VINTOI \AKA B3) placed in commission
at the Bethlehem Steel Corporation, Key Hishway Plant, laltimore,
Varyland, by Captain B, N, ard, USN(TET), in accordanca with
JNC conf, ltr, file Mo, \;'1—..}4-,:'-t.r:'|('.-,-'j}.u{‘-l, Serial No, 0307223

-3
. A 2% -,
-'! -:T."i". < .T d:f ]..(,': -'I-‘ .

Be 24 February 1945,

Changed berth from Pier f, Bethlehem Stesl Corporation,
Key Hiphway Plant, Baltimore, Maryland, to Pier 7, Port Coving-
ton, Baltimore, Maryland. )Mooring starboard side Lo new bertk

4 10 |

Co 24 to 25 February 1945 .

Moored at Pier 9, Fort Covington, Baltimore, Maryland,
loading stores, supplies, and outfitting materials,

D. 26 Februn 'y l";- L5

Changed berth from Piesr %, Fort Jovington, Baltinore,

Varyland, to the West side of “ast Falls-lay pi er, Inner Har-
bor, Baltimore, } aryland, mooring starboard side to at 0837,
) ) ’ .

‘e 26 to 28 February 1945,

Noored at Vest side of East Falls-iiay Pier, Inner
Harbor, Baltimore, Maryland, loading stores, supplies, and
outfitting materials,

108338




U. 8. S. VINTON (AKA 83)
AKAS3/A12
Serial 036

cfc Fleet Pogt Office,
New York, New York
1 reh 1945,
CONFIDE!]! n?.\l
i e
Froms Commanding Officer,
o) - Jommander in Chie y Us O Fleet,
Subject: ar Diary for month of Mareh 1945,
1e The War Diary for the 1U,8.5. VINTON (AKA 83) for the month
of March 1945, is submitted herewith:
A 1 March 1%.5,
0812 = Underway from ¥, Fallswey Fier 5, Inner Harbor, 1=
more, ld., in accordance with Commandant, Norfolk Navy Yard (AstIndkan,
- \ nE o . . wrs ey T . -~ .
gltimore, Md,), confidential letter AKABZ/A4-1(ME), Serial 00919, o
23 February 1945, 1915 - Anchored in Berth )o. 44, Hampton lloans,
Fositions: OBOO - red
1 { "I‘H'_f = I '
20K nchored

Be 2 March 19LS,

Inchored, 1035 - Commenced locdine ammunition from barge

alongside, 1530 - Completed loading ammunition.
!-:I :" "'.‘.I‘ﬂ‘.]": 15’&.5-

0744 = Underway from Berth lio, | Hampton ioads, Va. US40
Noored Port side to Lambert g
deperminz operation, 1455 -
Underway from Lambert Foint Deperming Station., 1821 - \oored Starbo

side to Berth 55, Fier 5, N.0.H., Norfolk, Va,

ipleted deperming operation, 1716 =

De L Yarch 1945,

1810 - Underway from Berth 55, Fier, N.0.B., Norfolk, Va.

1843 = Anchored in Berth 5, Hampton Roads, Va,
E. 5 = 6 March 1945.

Anchored in Berth 5, Hampton Roads, Va,

113244

5 March 1945, 1325 - Pre-shakedown inspection party came
aboard, 1505 - Pre-shakedown inspecticn party left ship.

e

oint Deperming Station., 1315 = Commenced

""'i




U. 8. 8. VINTON (AKA 83)
AKAB3/X12
Serial 036
31 March 1945,
CONFIDEN T h il 8 7
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6 March 1945, 1345 = 1545, Held amphibious training drills,
F. 7 March 1945,

1120 - Underway from Berth 5, Hampton Reads, Va, 1236 - Anchorad
in Berth LB-19, Lynn Haven Roads, Va, 1420 - lpderway, 1435 - Anchored
in Berth 1B-11, Lymn Haven Roads, Va.

Conducted amphibious training drills,
Gs 8 March 1945,

Anchored. Conducted anphibious training drills.,
H. % March 1945,

1322 - Underway from Herth I8-11, Lynn Haven Roads, Va,
1422 - Anchored in Berth #L, Hempton Hoads, Va.

I ) 1'0 Ltarch 19’}5-

Anchored., 0920 = Transport Shakedown inspection party came
aboard., 1425 - Transport Shakedown inepection party left ship,

J« 1) March 1945,

0817 - Underwzy from Berth #., Hampton Reads, Va. 1505 -
Swung ship; compasses compensated. 1655 - 1701, running depaussing
range. 1803 - Anchored in Chesapeeke Bay on radar bearing of 288° (1)
from Wolftrap Light, dietance 55 miles, visual bearine of 017° (7) from

Degaussing Range House,
K., 12 March 1945,

0633 - Underway in Chesapesks Bay for shakedown training
operation, 0810 - 0907, conducted rtructural test firing, 1331 - 152i,
conducted following punnery exercises: D.S5.F.-S.l.B.P.; AL "R", "A",
"HY, 1550 - Anchored in Chesapsake Bay approximately 42 miles north»ast

£ nindmill Point Light,
L. 13 March 1945.
0825 - Uinderway in Chesapeake Bay. 0916 - 1058, conducted fol-
lowing punnery exercises: M"AA", "TDD", 1343 - 14ll, conducted turning

circles for tactical deta. 1706 - 1921, conducted runs on measured
mile range., 1939 - Anchored in Cheszpeake Bay at mouth of Severn River,

41 S ¥ J
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U. 8. 8. VINTON (AKA 83)
AKAB3/a12
Serial 036
31 March 1945,
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Ms 14 March 1945,
0807 = Underway in Chesapeeske Bay., OBLY - 0921, conducted turning
circles for tactical data, OYA5 = 13L5, conducted Full Fower Run,
1345 - 1406, conducted Flank Speed fun., 1522 - Anchored in Chesapeake Bay.

K 15 karch 1945,

1308 ~ Underway from anchorage to liorfolk Navy Yerd, Fortsmouth,
Va., having completed shakedown training exercises., 1706 - Moored
Sterboard side to U.S5.8. FOLANA (AKA 35) at Fier 1, Norfolk Navy Yard,
Fortsmouth, Va,
[¢ ]9 lf" March l"ﬂ'«ﬁt

1605 -~ Shifted berths from Fier 1 to Berth 29, Norfolk lavy
Yard,

E'. 17 - 19 I“.&!“Ch 19}l5l

Hoorad at Beith 29, Norfolk Wavy Yard, Fortsmouth, Va,, for
Post=Shalkedown Availability,

Q. 20 March 1545.
0830 =~ Underway from Rerth 29, 0910 - Yoored Starboard side to
Port side of U.8.S. RANKIN (AKA 103), Berth 2, Norfolk Navy Yard, 1437 -
Underway from Serth 2, 1800 - loored Fort side to Berth L2, Pier 4,
N.O.B., Norfolk, Va.

R. 2l - 26 Mareh 1945,

Hoored Fort side to Berth 42, FPier 4, N.0O.B., Norfolk, Va.,
loading ecarpo and supplies,

S. 27 March 1945,

1600 - Underway from Berth 42, Fier 4, K.O.B.,, Norfolk, Va,, in
accordance with Commender Service Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, confidential
dispateh of 26 March 1945,

Positions: 2000 36°54'45" N 75°12130" W

T. 28 = 31 March 1945,

Underway. y \?



U. 8. S. VINTON (AKA 83)

AKAR3/A12

Sarianl 0736

CONFIDENTIAL
Sub jects Wer Diary for month of Karcr

29 March 1945,

Positions: OB00 260341 ]
1200 280371 }
2000  27°05' N

30 Harch 1945,

Positions: 0800 249221 )
1200 290941
2000 21V L

31 March 1945.

Positions: 0800 190351
1200  18°42!
2000 170151V N
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U. 8. S. VINTON (AKA 83) Nh-—ézg——

AKAE3 /L2

¢/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, Calif.,

CONFIDENIIAL 30 April 1945.
From: Commanding Officer.
To : Cormander in Chief, U. S. Fleet,
Subject: Yar Diary for month of April 1945.
1. The War Diary for the U.S.S5. VINTON (AXA 83) for the month

of April 1945, is submitted herewith:
A, 1 April 1945.

Steaming in accordance with confidential dispatch of 26
March 1945, from Commander Service Force, U. S, Atlantic Fleet, in
company with U.S.5. JAUKESHA (AKA 84). VINION senior.,

Positions: 0200 14941'00" N  77°21'00" %
1200 13950'30" I 77957130" W
2000 12°17'00" N 78°958'30" W

B. 2 April 1945.

0804 - Entered swept channel to Fanama Canal. 091€ - Entered
Gatun Locks., 1007 - Left Gatun lLocks. 1307 - Intered Fedro iliguel
Lock. 1354 - Left Pedro Miguel Lock. 1438 - fntered Lirallores Lock.
1518 - Left Miraflores lock. 1558 - lioored FPort side to North Side
of Pier No. 1, Naval Ammunition Depot, Balboa, C. Z.

Fositions: 0800 9925'30" N 79°55130" W
1200 geQ7r18n N T9OLLY 12N |
2000 lloored
C. 3 April 1945,
1414 - Underway, enroute to Fearl Harbor, T. H., in compli=-
ance with confidential dispaten 031450, Fort Director, Balboa, C. Z.,
in company with U.S5.S. WAUKESHA (AKA 84). VINTON senior. \
Fositions: 2000 O79.3'30" N  79934'30" W
L April 1945.
Fositions: 0800 0O7°01'46" N 82°07'06" W

1200 06953'00" N 83°04'00" i
2000 06°,0'00" N 85°00'00" §

121260




AKAB3/M12
Sarial 038

.‘_I,_

U. 8. S. VINTON (AKA 83)

0800

1200
2000

0e00
1200
2000

7 April 1945.

Fositions:

FPositions:

Fositions: OB00
1200
2000

& April 1945.
0800

1200
2000

Fositions:

9 April 1945.
Fositions: 0G00
1200
2000
10 April 1945.
Positions: 0OE00

1200
2000

11 April 1945,

FPositions: 0800

07931001
07950 00"
0€°321 00"

09523100u
09°h6'00"
10023 130"

11°13100"
11321300
12008' 00"

12053100"
13910t 00"
13951100"

Msz 1 30 1]
1A9h8'00"
15023!00n

16°02' 00"
16915130
16°44,' 00N

17026'18n
17931' 00"
17957' 00"

== S=x= ===

=Z==

N
N
N

N

N

30

87°17'00"
889081 00"

200001 00"

920451 00"
93°45' 00"
95943 100"

989291 30M
99921 20
101°05'30n

103°351 00" !
104°31130M 7

106°461 00N

109°31'00" i

110026' 00"
112°27 100"

115926 00"
116%27100"
118°31130"

121023|hgn
1220241 00"
12,,°351 00"
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AKAS3/A12
Serial 038 30 Aprdil 1945.
CONFIDENTIAL
Subject War Diary for month of April 1945.
Fositions: 0800 18036'00" N 127°37'00" W
1200 18°%4,7'00" N 128°36'00" W
2000 19°06'00" N 130°38100" W
13 April 1945.
Positions: 0800 19936'00" N 133°41'00" W
1200 19°44'00" N 134°36'00" W
2000 20°02'00" N 136939'30" W
14 April 1945,
Positions: 0800 20°24'00" N 139°45'00" W
1200 20°31'30" N 14L0°4L6'00" W
2000 20°49'30" N 143°03'00" W
15 April 1945,
i Fositions: 0800 20°59'00" N 146°06'00" W
1200 21°03'30" N 147°10'00" W
2000 21°07'00" N 149911130 ¥
156 April 1945.
Fositions: 0800 21°14'00" N 15202L'00" W
- 1200 21°17'00" N 153°12'00" W
2000 21°23'00" N 154°59'00" W

p

U. 8. 8. VINTON (AKA 83)

D. 17 April 1945,

101€ - loored to mooring buoys in Berth X15, East Lock,
Pearl Harbor, T. H.

E. 18 April - 21 April 1945.
Moored to mooring buoys in Berth X15, Kast Lock, Pearl Harbor, T.H.

F, 22 April 1945.

s 1810 - Underway from Berth X15, Bast Lock, Pearl Harbor, T. H. fy
1850 - Mooved Starboard side to in Berth K3, Pearl Harbor, T. H., to dis=




U. 8. S. VINTON (AKA 83)
AKAS3/A12
Serial 038 30 April 1945.
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G. 23 April - 26 April 1945.

Moored Starboard side to in Berth K3, Fearl Harbor, T. H.,
discharging cargo.

He 27 April 1945.
0847 - Finished discharging cargo. 1512 - Underway from Berth
K3, Pearl Harbor, T. H. 1625 - Moored in Berth Cé, East Lock, Pearl
Harbor, T. H.
I. 28 April 1945.
0739 - Underway from Berth C6, East Lock, Pearl Harbor, T. H.,
in accordance with AdComPhibsFac confidential dispatechs 260652 and 271929,
and AdComPhibsFac Training Crder No. A90-45., 1630 - Joined Training
Group 13.10.5, U.5.S. GRIMES (AFA 172) Flagship.

Positions: 1200 20°59'30" N 157902'00" W
2000 20°930'00" N 157°00'0C" W

29 April 1945.

Exercising with T.G. 13.10.5.

Fositions: 0800 20043'48" N 156936'48" W
1200 20°41'36" N 156927'30" W
2000 20°30'00" N 157°15'00" W

30 April 1945,
Exercising with T.G. 13.10.5.

Fositions: 0800 20°45'00" N 156934'00"
1200  20°41'05" N 156928' 00"
2000 200401'00" N 156°46'00"

===




U. S. S. VINTON (AKA 83) |R § No.
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U. S. S. VINTON (AKA 83)
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U. S. S. VINTON (AKA 83)

31 MAY 1945

L
— i ——

iar Dlary of the U.J.5. VINICGH (ARA E3) for liay 1945,
(4) OCoLb, exercis.d at gener:l susrters for a.i. Liring
rractice.
CE03, commenced A.A. firing practice on cdrene.
ObUY, ceasad ...a. Tiring practice.
1228, excreised nt generil cuarters for enti-torpede maneuvers
105, secured from anti-subnarine exercise.
Nizht eruising lormstion.

(5) 1610, received orders from (TC to rroceed to bearl lizrbor
at conclusion of A.A. firing exercises on 5 lay 1945, in
accordance witn adComfhibslac CLOoL3.

(6) Ammunition expended: 626 rounds 20mm, 233 rounds 4Oum,

Loy 1946,
C94E, detachied from 1.0, 13.10,5., Joined Fearl croup consisting
of U.5.5, GRI®S ((PA 172), U.5.5. RASHIN (AUA 103); U.3.5.

EFFINGHAY (4APA 165), U.8.8. CAALISLE (AFA 69), U.5.S. BANDERA
t (% S L_“)lj’ . ety In...- .;_)._--..;4 --‘Itl - .-'-rrlj, Ll-.l.-..l' l\lll.-.;..u-'. L ..i L} IJ{“,

l!..’-d 2 e Deaka II'_ll‘_L.l (.'..;-.L c_j-fl U.T.0. i]i Ledede ! -.-JI .
{(3) Fositions: el 1200 2000

Lat. 21056( tOO" N 21004t00M N MOCRSD
ho]ifj. lbc BU'UU" I‘ 15’| c’b‘)"{b"

Jeather: Gentle southeasterly breeze. Clear. Laximun
visibility. Calm sea.

(4) ULY, commenced A.a. firing practice at sleeve.
V935, completed A.a. firing practice,
U9k, detacned Irom 1.0. 13.10.5, joined Fearl group.
1422, wmoorec port side to pier Ho. 32, luner Hartor,

honolulu, T. il

(5) O0E35, received orders to jroceed with Fearl group unless
obtliervise directed. 124u, received crders that siip's
destination was lionolulu., 1247, received orcers to pro-
ceed inaependently. 1.50, proceediiy; inuerendently to
honolulu,

(6) Ammunition expended: 40 rounds of 5"36. 1052 rounds of
4LOmm, 2711 rounds of 20um.




AKA83/A12
Serial
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U. 5. 5. VINTON (ARA 33)

81 MAY 192
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Te

6 May 1945.

(3) Fesitions: Loored Fort side to Fier No. 32, Inner Harber,
Henelulu, T. H.

Wieather: Clear, slight breeze, maximum visibility.

(4) 0100, commenced leading cargo. Carge being handled by
Construction Battalien.

—~
\vn
~r

1800, reported to Fort Directer, lith Naval District
for temporary duty connection Intesr-Island Personnel
and Cargo movement in accerdance with AdComPhibsPac
mailgram 302001.

7 kay - 14 May 1945.

(3) Moored Port side to Pier No., 32, Inner Harbor, Hoenolulu, T.H.
(4) Loading cargo 24 hours a day.

15 May 1945.

(1) Steaming singly.

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 21%18'50" N 21903'00" N A
Long. 157°52'45" W 157°20v00n w oore

JNeather: Warm, moderately strong easterly breeze,
moderate sea.

(4) 0555, Construction Battalion stevedores completed loading
cargo. .
0755, underway from Fier #32, Inner Harbor, Honolulu, T.H.,
to Kahului, Maui, T.H., in accordance with ComHawSeaFron
confidential routing instructions of 14 May 1945.
1732, moored starboard side to Fier #2, Inner Harbor,
Kahului, Maui, T.H.
2045, Construction Battalion stevedores commenced unloading
cargo.

(5) 0755, underway from Pier #32, Inner Harbor, Hemolulu, T.H.,

to Kahului, Maui, T.H., in accordance with ComHawSeaFron
confidential routing instructions of 14 May 1945.

-’;—




AKA83/A12

Serial

10,

12,

U. 5. 8. VINTON (AKA 83)

31 may 25

156 May - 21 lay 1945.
(3) Moored to Pier #2, Inner Harbor, Kahului, Maui, T.H.
(4) Discharging cargo 24 hours a day.

1630, 21 May 1945, Construction Battalion completed
discharging cargo.

22 May 1945
(1) Operating singly.
(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000

Lat. 21503'00" N 21002'00" N _ "
Long. 156931'00" W 157921100" y Moore

Weather: Clear, warm, moderate sea and breeze,

(4) 0657, underway from Pier #2, Inner Harbor, Kahului, Maui,
T.H., to Fearl Harbor, T.H., in accordance with ComHaw-
SeaFron confidential routing instruction 1=226 of 21 May 1945.

1616, moored port side to U.S5.5. BANDE:A (APA 131) in
berth Xray 4, East Lock, Pearl Harbor, T.i.

23 May 1945.

(3) Moored in berth Xray 4, East Lock, Pearl Harbor, T.H.,
awaiting orders.

2 May 1945.

(4) 1516, underway from berth X-/, East Lock, Pearl Harbor,
T.H., to Honolulu, T.H., in accordance with Fort Director,
Pearl Harbor, dispatches 232200 and 240204.
1748, moored Port side to Pier 39A, Honolulu, T.H.
2140, Army stevedores commenced loading cargo.

25 May = 29 May 1945.

(3) Moored to Pier 394, Honolulu, T.H.

(4) Army stevedores loading cargo.

i




U. S. S. VINTON (AKA 83)

AKAB3/A12
Serial (15

31 MAY 1945
CONFIDENTIAL
Sub ject War Diary of the U.S.S. VINTON (AKA 83) for May 1945.
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1. 30 May 1945,
(1) Steaming singly.

(2) ComHawSeaFron confidential routing instructions of
29 May 1945, serial 0682 R.J.)/km.

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 200L0' 00" N

Long. lioored Moored 158°01100" #

Weather: Clear, waru, gentle breeze, calu sea,

(4) 0945 - Completed loading cargo.
1335 = In accordance with ComServPac persomnnel order
No. PM 6952 of 28 May 1945, 18 Navy Personnel reported
aboard for passage to Navy #926.
1705 = Underway frem Honolulu, T.H., to iniwetok, Marshall
Islands, in accordance with ComHawSeaFron confidential
routing instructions of 29 May 1945.

15. 31 May 1945,
(1) Steanming singly.
(3) Positions: 0800 2000
Lat.  19958'00" N 1%50'001- N 19%38'30" N
Long. 160°15'00" W 151911'00" W 143921'00" W

Weather: Clear, warm, moderate breeze and sea.

. U kb : 2
cc: CinCPac
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U. S. S. VINTON (AKA 83) . | > T ——
AKAB3/A12 REG. SHEC L NO /4/4f
et 052
¢/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, Calif.,
30 June 1945.
CONFIDENIIAL
From: Commanding Officer,
To : Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet,
Subject: War Diary of the U.S.S. VINTON (AKA 83) for June 1945,
Le 1 June 1945, Time zone: Flus 10,

(1) Operating singly.

(2) ComHawSeaFron confidential routing instructions of 29 May
1945, serial 0682 R.V.M/km.

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
L&t. 19012' n N 19302! n N lgashi n N
Long., 166°28'00" W 167°28'00" W 167°38'00" W

Weather: Clear. lModerate sea and breeze.

(4) 1537, changed course to 035° to comply with ComHawSeaFron
confidential dispatch 020031, 1800, retarded clocks one
hour to conform with time zone plus 1ll., 2018, exchanged
calls with U.S.S5., GATO. 2047, received SMITH, R. H.,
Bkr3e(T), 376 70 35, USHN, aboard for emergency medical
trea.tment authority of ComSubsPac's dispatch and ComHaw-
SeaFron con.f.‘idantia.l dispatch 020031.

(5) Diverted by ComHawSeaFron confidential dispatch 020031
to rendezvous with U.S.5. GATO (SS 212) at 20°00'00" N,
167°30'00" W, to receive emergency medical. patient,

3, 2 June 1945.
(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000

Lat., 16937100 N 18922700" N 18%02'00" N

Long. 170003'00" W 171906'00" W 173°05'00" W

feather: Clear, Moderate breeze and sea,

3. 3 June 1945,

(3) Fositions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 17%30'00" N 17P18'00" N 160952100" N

Long., 175943'00" W 176°36'00" W 178°37'00" W

130769 Weather: FPartly cloudy, occasional light rains squalls,
moderate sea and breeze.
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U. S. S. VINTON (AKA 83)
AKA83/A12
Serial (152
o) : 30 June 1945.

CONFIDENTIAL

——— ——— — — — — — —

(4) 1800, retarded clocks one hour to conform with time mne
plus 12, 2400, advanced clocks 24 hours to conform with

time zone minus 12 (5 June 1945).

L[-a 5 Ju.ne 1910'5 ™

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 16013700 N 15957'00" N 15927'00" N

Long., 178°46'00" E 177°948'00" E 176°03'30" B

Weather: Clear, occasional passing showers, moderate sea
and breeze.

5, 6 June 1945.
(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 14PL,700" N 14929'30" N 14001'00" N

Long. 173°25'00" E 172°930'30" E 170°4,1'CO" E
Weather: Cloudy, freguent showers, moderate sea and breeze.

o 7 June 1945,
(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
lat, 13911730 N 13%04'00" N 12026'00" N
Long. 168°06'00" E 167°16'30" E 165°30'00" &
Weather: Hot, clear, moderate sea and breeze.

(6) Expended 400 rounds of .50 caliber ammunition during firing
practice,

v 3 g June 1945.
(3) Positions: 0800
Lat. 11828730" N
Long. 162°50130" &

(4) 1036, anchored in Berth 62, "B" anchorage, Eniwetok Lagoon,
Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands, awaiting orders.

g, 9 June 19&50

(3) weather: Clear, moderate breeze and sea.

(4) Anchored in Eniwetok Lagoon, awaiting orders.
2=




U. S. S. VINTON (AKA 83)

AKA83/M12
Serial l]L2
30 June 1945,
CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: War Diary of the U.5.S. VINTON (AKA 83) for June 1945.
9, 10 June 1945,

(1) Steaming singly.

(3) Fositions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat, Anchored in Berth B-62, 11923700" N
Long., Eniwetok Atoll, larshall  161°08'00" E
Islands.

(4) 1344, underway from "B" anchorage, berth 62, Eniwetok
Atoll, larshall Islands, to Apra Harbor, Guam, illarianas
Islands, in accordance with FPort Director, Eniwetok, con-
fidential sailing orders A4=3/JlHB/wde/L of 10 June 1945.

10. 11 June 1945.
(1) Steaming singly.
(3) FPositions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 11950730 N 12%05'00" N 12928'00" N
Long. 158°10'00" & 157009'30" £ 155°00'00" E

Weather: Clear, moderate sea and breeze.

(4) 1800, retarded clocks 1 hour to conform with time zone

mirmus 11,
s b 12 June 1945,
(3) Fositions: 0600 1200 2000
Lt 120501001 N 13°00Y00" N 13020100" I

Long. 152°00'00" & 150°59'00" E 148041'00" E
Weather: Clear, moderate sea and breeze.

(4) 1800, reterded clocks one hour to conform with time zone

minus 10,
¢ i 8 13 June 1945,
(3) Positions: 0600 1200 2000

lat, 13950'00" N 13%33700" N "
long. 145937000" & L44037'00" B loore

Weather: Clear, moderale sea and breeze.

-3 -




AKAB3 /412

Serial
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® o
U. 8. S. VINTON (AKA 83)

30 June 1945,

CONFIDENTIAL

—— — — — g — — — — — — —
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13.

17.

(4) 1820, moored port side to S.5. JAMES H. KILBALL in berth
10, Apra Harbor, Guam, llarianas Islands,

14 June 1945,
(3) Positions: 0800
Lat, 13527730" I
Long, 144°39'1&" B
Weather: Scattered showers, moderate breeze.

(4) 0723, underway from berth 10, Apra Harbor, Guam, to Fier B,
Apra Harbor, Guam, in accordance with Port Director, Guam,
131412, visual dispatch. 0828, moored port side to Fier B,
Apra Harvor, Guam, 1315, U.S.Il. Construction Battalion
commenced discharging cargo.

15 June = 16 June 1945.

(4) Discharging cargo.

19 June 1911-5'

(4) 0110, U.S.1. Construction Battalion started loading cargo.

(4) Loading and discharging cargo. 2015, finished discharging
cargo.

21 June - 24 June 1945,

(4) Loading cargo. :

25 June 1945.

(1) Steaming singly.

(2) ComMarianas secret dispatcn 25053/ June,

(3) Fositions: 0800 1200 ?
LOng. lhh°13'00" B

Weather: Clear, moderate sea and breeze.

-y




AKA83/A12

Ry D52

CONFIDE

U. S. 8. VINTON (AKA 83)

30 June 1945.

NTIAL

19.

cd: CinCFac

(4) 0115, U.S.N. Construction Battalion completed loading car-

go. 00617, underway from Fier B, Apra Harbor, Guam, to
Berth 562, Apra Harbor, Guam, in accordance with Fort
Director, Guam, dispatch 241141,0 0646, anchored in Berth
562, Apra Harbor, Guam, 1105, received aboard 6 Army
officers and 77 Army enlisted men for transportation.
1700, underway from Berth 562, Apra Harbor, Guam, Mari-
anas Islands to Ulithi, Caroline Islands, in accordance
with Port Director, Guam, confidential routing instruc-
tions of 25 June 1945.

26 June 1945.

(1)
(3)

(4)

(6)

Steaming singly.

Fositions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 112,700 N 1.05&"”30“ N
Long. 141°36'00" & 140048'00m E Anchored

deather: Clear, moderate sea and breeze.

1826, anchored in berth 143, Ulithi Lagoon, Caroline
Islands, in 24 fathoms of water, coral bottom, with 75
fathoms of chain to the port anchor, awaiting orders.

Expended 5 rounds 5"3€ caliber AAC; 0% rounds /4Omm;
and 1313 rounds 20mm ammunition during firing practice,

27 June - 20 June 1945,

(4)

Anchored in berth 143, Ulithi Lagoon, Caroline Islands,
awalting orders.

~

78 ,
%Exﬁ: D. Efiﬁﬁ%



AKAB3 /K12

Serial ()57

U.S. S. VINTON (AKA 83) R. 5. NO

c/o Fleet Fost Uffice,
San Francisco, Calif,,
1 August 1945.

—— e o = e e o s s e

Subject:
1,

2.

137043

Commanding Cfficer.
Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet,

War Diary of the U.3.S. VINTON (AKA 83) for July 1945.

1 July = 9 July 1945, Time zone minus 10,

(4) Anchored in berth #143, Ulithi Lagoon, Caroline Islands,

awaiting orders.

10 July 1945,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Convoy UCK 36 with 28 ships.

Convoy Commodore = U.3.S. MARATHON (APA 200).
C.T.U. 94.18.20 with 4 destrovers as escort.
Escort Commander = U.5.5. MAYRANT (DD 402).

Ulithi, Port Director confidential sailing orders of
9 July 1945,

Fositions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 10°00'00" N 10°34'00" N 11°59'00" N
Long. 139°49'00" E 139944'00" E 138940'00" E

deather: Fartly cloudy, few scattered showers, slight
breeze and smooth sea,

0637 - Underway from Ulithi lagoon, Caroline Islands, to
Okinawa., 0730 = Arrived on station #33 of convoy.

(6) Ammunition expended: 20 rounds 5" AA Common; 271 rounds
LOmm; 1340 rounds 20mm,

11 July 1945.

(3) Positions: 0600 1200 2000

(4)

Lat.  14012'30" N  14052'30" N  16023'00" N
Long, 137°05'30" & 136°37'00" E 135°28'00" E

Weather: Fartly cloudy and squally, slight breeze and
smootli sea,

Steaming in convoy UCK 36. 1400 - Retarded clocks 1 hour
to conform with time zone minus nine,

o, 1




U. S. S. VINTON (AKA 83)
AKAE3/A12 '

Serial 057

CONFIDENTIAL

1 August 1945,

Subject War Diary of the U.S.S. VINTON (AKA 83) for July 1945.
L 12 July 1945.
(3) Positions: 0800 1200 <000

Lat.  18932730" N 19°15'00 " N 20037'00" N
Long., 133049'00" & 133016'30" & 132011'30" E

Jdeather: Clear, light variable breeze and smooth sea.
(4) Steaming in convoy UCK 36.
Se 13 July 1945.
(3) Positions: 0800 . 1200 2000
Lat. 2204,5'00" K 23920'00" N 24°34'00" N
Long. 130944'00" E 130°15'00" £ 129°12'00" &
Weather: Squally, light variable breeze, smooth sea.

(4) Steaming in convoy UCK 36.

(5) 1200 = Heceived visual dispatch from Convoy Commodore to
proceed to Hagushi Bay,

6. 14 July 1945,
(3) Positions: 0800 1200 200
Lat. 26%14'00" N

Long. 127030'00" & o e
Weather: Clear, light variable breeze and smooth sea.

(4) 0953 = Anchored in berth #109, Hagushi Bay, Island of
Okinawa.

% 15 July 1945,
(3) Anchored in Berth H-109, liagushi Bay, Island of Ckinawa.

Weather: Overcast ana squally, strong wind and rough
choppy sea.

(4) No cargo discharged this date on account of bad weather
and sea conditions.

(5) 0200 - Received orders from Port Director, Hagushi, to
discharge cargo.

-2—




U. S. 8. VINTON (AKA 83)

AKAB3/M12

Serial U 57 1 lugust 1945,
CONFIDENTIAL

Sub ject: War Diary of the U.S5.S. VINTON (AKA 83) for July 1945.
i o R A R N |

(3) Anchored in berth H-109, Hugushi Bay, Island of Okinawa.
(4) 0710 - Crew commenced discharging cargo.
% 17 July 1945.
(3) Anchored as before.
(4) Crew discharging cargo throughout the day and night,
10. 18 July 1945.
(3) Anchored as before,
(4) Discharging cargo. 1920 - Stopped discharging cargo.
(5) 1816 = ixecute Typhoon plan William, from CTG 99.1.
11, 19 July 1945,
(1) Task Unit 99.1.211,
U.S.5. GRUNDY (APA 111), Unit Coumander.
Unit consisting of 6 naval auxiliary vessels and 2 Mer-

chant ships, escorted by 2 DDs and 1 AFD.

(2) Commander Task Group 31.22 (CTG 99.1) operating plan
A3-45 (Typhoon Flan X).

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 26017700" N 2595G700" N 259397CeM N
Long., 127°38'00" E 127094LE'00" E 128053'00" E
Weather: Squally, light breeze in morning, gradually
increasing to a strong breeze at 2400. Rough sea.

(4) 0630 - Underway from berth H-109 to execute Typhoon Flan
Xray (East) in accordance with Port Director, (kinawa dis-
pat-Ch 182225|

(5) 0215 = Execute Typhoon Flan Xray at first light.
12, 20 July 1945.
(3) Positions: 0600 1200 2000

Lat. 25028100" W 2594L5'00" N 2505L'00" N
Long., 129946'00" E 129022'00" E 129016'30" E

3




15,

16,

U. S. S. VINTON (AKA 83)

1 August 1945.

Weather: Fartly cloudy and squally. Fresh to moderate
SS5i breeze and moderately rough sea, moderating.

(4) Steaming in Task Unit 99.1.211 in execution of Typhoon
Flan Xray.

21 July 1945,

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 B0
Lat, 26°03'00" N )
Long. 127°3gl00u E ANCHORED

(4) 1054 - Anchored in berth k=109, Hagushi Harbor, Island
of Okinawa. 1139 = Crew resumed work discharging cargo.

22 July 1945,

(3) Anchored in berth H-109, Hagushi Bay, Island of Okinawa.,

(4) Discharging cargo. 1550 = Completed work discharging cargo.
23 July 1945,

(1) Convoy OKU 15, consisting of 4 naval auxiliary vessels and
2 merchant ships, escorted by LE 643, DE 370, and DE 644.
Convoy Commodore in U.5.5. SUAKICO (A0 49). Escort Comman-
der in U.5.5. DAMON M. CUMMINGS (DE 643).

(3) Fositions: 0800 1200 2000
Tate . 26008730" N 24957730" N
Long. ANCHORED 127°34'30" § 128°14'30" E

deather: Clear, gentle breeze from SSi/, moderate sea.

(4) 100L - Underway from berth H-109, Hagushi, Okinawa, to
Ulithi, Caroline Islands in accordance with Fort Director,
Okinawa, confidential sailing orders of 23 July 1945.
1130 = Convoy CKU 15 formed, this vessel on station.

(5) Fort Director, Ckinawa, confidential sailing orders of
23 July 1945,

2l July 1945,
0800 1200 2000
Lat. 23013'30" N 22035'00" N 21°15'00" N
Long. 129940'30" § 130012'30" £ 131020000 B
=k~

(3) Positions:




U. S. S. VINTON (AKA 83)
AKAB3/A12

Serial
057 1 August 1945.
CONFIDENTIAL

Wleather: Clear, gentle breeze, smooth sea.
(4) Steaming in Convoy OKU 15.
17. 25 July 1945
2000

0600 1200
Lat.,  19926'30" N 18953'30" N 17°3L'00" N
Long. 132°37'00" E 133°07'00" E 133059'00" E

(3) FPositions:

Weather: Clear, gentle breeze, smooth sea.

(4) 1800 - U.5.8. SUAMICO (AC 49) and U.S.5. NIOBRARA and
U.5.8, WILLIAMSON (DE 370) were detached in accordance
with Fort Director, (kinawa, dispatch 230603. U.S3.S.
VINTCON (AKA 83) assumed duties of Convoy Commodore in
accordance with Convoy Commodore's dispateh 25130L4.

1€, 26 July 1945,

(1) Convoy CKU 15. U.S5.5. VINTON (AKA 83) Convoy Commodore.
Unit consists of U.S.S. VINTON (AKA &3), U.S5.S. SABIC
(AK 121), S.S. YUGOSLAVIA VICTORY, S.S. THOMAS KEARNS,
and escorts, U.S.S. DAMON M. CUMMINGS (DE 643), Escort
Commander, and U.S.S. VAMMEN (DE 644 ).

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 15959700" N 15922700" N 14015'00" N
Long. 135915'00" E 135°42'00" E 136°33'30" E

Weather : Partly cloudy and clear, occasional light showers,
light breeze from SV, smooth sea.

(4) Steaming in Convoy (KU 15, Advanced clocks 1 uour to con=
form to time Zone minus 10,

19, 27 July 1945.
(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 1294€'30" n 12822700" N 11921'C0" I
long. 137932'00" § 137952'00" & 136°31'00" E

Weather: Clear, light breeze, smooth sea.

(4) Steaming in Convoy OKU 15.

e



U. 8. S. VINTON (AKA 83)

AKAB3/A12
Serial
1 August 1945,
CON El%s.zﬁi.l.éé
Subject: War Diary of the U.S.3. VINTON (AKA 83) for July 1945.
20. 28 July 1945,
(3) Positions: o0800 1200 2000
Lat. 10°05'00" N R
Iong. 1390&91mu B ANCHOERED
Jeather: Clear, gentle breeze, smooti sea.
(4) 1013 - Anchored in berth 30, Ulithi Lagoon, VWest Caroline
Islands, in 24 fathoms of water, awaiting onward routing,
21, 29 July 1945.
(1) Operating singly enroute to Fearl Harbor, Hawaii.
(3) Fositions: 0800 1200 - 2000
Lat. 09°959108" N 1001L4'30" N  10030'30" N
Long. 139°47'30" B 140046'00" & 142041'30" E
weather: Clear, moderate breeze, mederate sea.
(4) 0656 - Underway from berth 30, Ulithi Lagoon, liest Caro-
line Islands, to Fearl Havor, T.H., in accordance with
Port Director, Ulithi, secret routing instructions
M=3/9 of 28 July 1945,
224 30 July 1945.
(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 10934'00" N 10935'00" N  10°42'00" N
Long, 145°33'00" £ 145928'00" & 148%4L0'00" E
Weather: Overcast and squally, gentle breeze, slighl sea.
23, 31 July 1945.

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 109,9'00" N 10050700" N 10947'30" N
Long. 151951'00" & 152°10'00" § 153°45'00" E

Neather: Fartly cloudy, clearing at noon, moderate breeze,
moderate sea.

(4) 1800 = Advanced clocks one hour to conform with time zone
minus 11, 1905 - Radar made contact on unidentified plane,

=G




U. S. S. VINTON (AKA 83)

AKAE3/A12
Serial

057 1 August 1945,
CONFIDENTIAL
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110° (T), distance 24 miles. General quarters. 1912 -
Plane identified as friendly, secured from general quarters.

c¢c: CinCPac. !




@ e

| RO Z( 4L
U.S.S. VINTON (AKA 83) - - QO £
AKAE3/M12 REG. ¢

Serial 058 —=2. SHEET Nbﬂ

1 September 1945,

—— — —— o — ———— —

From: Commanding Officer,
3 Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet,

Sub ject: War Diary of the U.S.S. VINTON (AKA 83) for August 1945,
Le 1 August 1945, Time zone minus 1l,
(1) Operating singly.

(2) Port Director, Ulithi, secret routing instructions
M=3/9 of 28 July 1945.

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat.,  10°9G4700" N  10050'00" N  10P54L700" N
Long. 15694L5'00" E 157°44'30" & 159°42'00" &
Weather: Fartly cloudy and clear., lModerate Lasterly
breeze and moderately rough sea.

2e 2 Augua t 1{)&5 .

(3) FPositions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 11014'00" N 11923730t N  12904'30" N

Long, 162°30'00" § 163929'30" E 165°25'00" E

Wieather: Partly cloudy and clear. Fresh Hasterly breeze
and moderately rough sea.

3. 3 August 1945,
(3) Fositions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 1205713@1 N 13022|m:: N Bowlmll N
Long. 168°18'30" E 169°15'30" £ 171°08'00" E

Wleather: Overcast, squally. Moderate to fresh Last-
North-Easterly breeze, moderate choppy sea,

Lo L August 1945.
(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat.,  14929'00" N 14042'30" N  15010730" N
Long. 173940'00" E 174046'00" E 176°30'00" &

Weather: Clear, moderate Lasterly breeze, and moderate sea.

(4) 0000 = Advanced clocks one hour to conform with time zone
minus twelve.,

139208




ﬁHABB/AlQ
Serial 058

U.5.5. VINTON (AKA 83)

1 September 1945,

CONFIDENTIAL

- o e o -

O

9

L August 1945,

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 15°53700" N 16908'00" N  16°32'30" N
Long., 179°19'00" w 179938'00" W 177°43'00" W

Weather: Partly cloudy and clear. Fresi Hasterly breeze
and moderate choppy sea.

(4) 0000 - Hetarded clocks 24 hours to conform with time zone
plus twelve.

5 August 19L5.

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 17°15'30" N 17728300 N 17°L7'30" N
Long. 174048000 W 173948%30" W 17104L9'30" i

Weather: Fartly cloudy and clear. [resh to strong Easterly
breeze and rough choppy sea.

6 August 19.5.

(3) Positions: 2000

0800 1200
late  18°16700" N  18926730" N 18945'00" N
Long., 169%07'00" W 158°03'00" W 156002'00" W

Weather: Clear, with passing clouds. DModerate Zasterly
breeze and moderate sea.

(4) 0000 = Advanced clocks one hour to conform with time
zone plus eleven,

7 August 1945,

(3) FPositions: 0800 1200 2000
lat. 19°17'00" N 19°25'30" N 19941'30" N
Long. 163°11'00" W 162°07'00" v 160°01'00" W

Weather: Clear., Moderate breeze from East, moderate sea.

(4) 0000 - Advanced clocks one hour to conform witn time zone
plus ten.




U.S.S. VINTON (AKA 83)
AKAB3/A12
Serial 058

1 September 1945,
CONFIDENTIAL
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(3) Fositions: 0800
Lat,  20P53'00" N
Long. 157°55'00" W

Weather: Clear with passing clouds. lloderate Easterly
breeze, moderate sea.

(L) 0000 - Advanced clocks 30 minutes to conform with time
zone plus nine and one-=half.

1106 = lioored to mooring buoys in Berth #~7, East Loch,
Fearl Harbor, T. H.

10, 9 August = 31 August 1945,

(3) kioored in Berth X-7, East Loch, Pearl Harbor, T. H.,

waiting orders,
/$0OHN D, HCOF .

ce: CinCPac ("




AKAB3/A12

Serial 060
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U.S,8. VINTON (AKA=83) 10/

1 October 1945,

CONFIDENTIAL

Froms
To

Subject:

1,

3e

146753

Commanding Officer,
Commander-in-Chief, U.5. Fleet.

dar Diary of the U.5.S5. VINTON (AKA=83) for Septamber 1945,
1 September - 6 September 1945, Zone time plus 9 1/2,

(1) Moored in Berth X-7, Hast Loch, Fearl Harbor, T.H.,
waiting orders.,

T September 1945,

(4) 1430 Underway from Berth X~7, East Loch, Fearl Harbor,
T.H., pursuant to visual dispatech Fort Director, Pearl
Harbor, T.H., dated 6 September 1945, 1745 lioored
starboard side to Berth 39E, Honolulu, T.!.

8 September - 21 September 1945,

(1) Moored to Berth 39E, Honolulu, T.H., Loading cargo.

22 September 1945,

(1) Operating sincly.

(2) Commander [lawaiian Sea Frontier Confidential sailing
orders serial number 01520 of 21 Septamber 1945,

(3) Fositions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 210-197 N 21°-04730" N
Long. 157°%-521 it 159°-51130" W

leather: Light breeze, partly cloudy, good visibility,
smooth sea,

(4) 1130 Underway from Berth 39E, Honolulu, T.H., enroute to
Tinian, lariannas Islands, pursuant to confidential sailing
orders gerial number 01520 of 21 September 1945 from
Commander Hawaiian Sea Frontier, 1800 Retarded clocks
thirty (30) minutes to conform with Zone plus 10,

P
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AKAB3 /A2 Uu5.5, VINTON (AKA=83)
Serial 060

1 October 1945,

CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: far Diary of the U.S,8. VINTON (AKA-83) for September 1945.
5e 23 September 1945,
(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000

lat, 2°-10'% 2A%12NW 21 -19'N
Long, 162°-56"W 16k =02'W 166 -1e'W

Jeather: Light breeze moving from {8l to NNE. Steady
barometer, partly cloudy, good visibility.

(4) 1800 Retarded clocks one hour to conform to time zone

plus 11,
O 2, September 1945,
(3) Positions: 0§00 1200 2000
lat, 2L -18WN 219918'n  21°-08.5'N

Long, 169%=21'y 170°=21'y  1720-13.5'i

lieather: Centle breeze from INE, steady barometer,
partly cloudy with occasional showers,
visibility good.

Te 25 September 1945,
(3) Fositions: 0800 1200 2000
lat, 219=06'N  219-01'N  20°=53'N

long, 175°-09'W  176%-09ty  178°%-21ty

Weather: Centle breeze from NE. Steady barometer, partly
cloudy, good visibility.

(4) 1800 Retarded clocks one hour to conform to time zone
plus 12,

8, 27 September 1945,
(3) Fositions: 0800 1200 000
Late, 20P=L4'N 20°=341Y 205-21.514
Long, 1789-52!E  177°-501% 175%-57 .55

Wleather: Gentle breeze from I, Jteady barometer
part,
cloudy, %?od visibility, : 4




AXAB3/A12 U.5.5. VINTON (AKA=83)
Serdal 060
1 October 1945.
CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: War Diary of the U.S.S, UII*ITUN (AKA-83) for .acpt.ember 191;5.
27 September 1945 (Continued)
(4) 0000 Advanced ship's clocks 2), hours to conform with
time zone minus 12,
9e 28 September 1945,
(3) Positiona: 0800 1200 2000
Lat, 199-59,5'N 19°-50' 19°-33 O'N
Long. 173°=09,0'E  172°%-12'% 169°-59,51%
Weather: Lipght breeze backing from ESE to HE, partly
cloudy, occasional showers, good visibility,
ateady barometer,
(k) 1800 Retarded clocks one hour to conform with time zone
mimus 11,
10, 29 September 1945.
(3) Fositions: ILiBOO 1200 2000
Late 19°-1 -1.3 5N ]90-02'14 18%=43,3'N
Long, 167°-05,0'E  166°-03'% 164°-10,5"E
(4) 0945 Fassed lake Island abeam to starboard, distant 9 miles,
13, 30 September 1945,
(3) Fositions: 0800 1200 (2000
Lat, 18°=31,5N 189-16,0'N  17°-53,0'N
Long, 161°-53.0'E  160°-22,0'E  158°-36,5'E
Weather: lloderate breeze hauling from ENE te ESE, partly
cloudy with scattered showers, good visibility,
steady barometer,
Copy to:
Cincpac,
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CONFIDENTIAL
From: Commanding Officer,
To : Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet.
Subject: War Diary of the U.S.S. VINTON (AKA-83) for October 1945.
1. 1 October 1945.
(1) Operating singly.
(2) Commander Hawaiian Sea Frontier confidential sailing
orders serial number 01520 of 21 September 1945.
(3) Positions: 0800 1200
lat. 180-T6T5'N 1008 14898Tw
Long. 155%=56.5'E 155°-00'E 152°-57'E
Weather: Moderate breeze from SSE, partly cloudy to
overcast, good visibility, steady barometer.
(4) 1800 Retarded clocks one (1) hour to conform with time
gone minus 10,
2. 2 October 1945.
(3) Positions: 0800
Lat. 16°-I1'N 15%% 15%6.5-11
Long. 150°-26'E 9°-26.5'E 147047 .5'E
Weather: Fresh breeze diminishing to moderate from SE,
partly cloudy, gooed visibility, steady barometer.
(4) Steaming as before,
3. 3 October 1945. ——
(3) Positions: 0800 1200 . 2000
Lat. ]1;3-53'! Anchored Anchored
Long. 145°-37'E Anchored Anchored

153152

Weather: Moderate breesze from SSE, partly cloudy, good - <
visibility, steady barometer.

-1—




U.S.S. VINTON (AKA-83)

AKAB3/A12
Serial: 061

1 November 1945.

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject: War Diary of the U.S.S. VINTON (AKA-83) for October 1945.

(4) Steaming as before., 0819 Anchored in Berth F-18, Tinian
Anchorage, Tinian, Marianas Islands.

(5) Visual dispatch received from Port Director, Tinian, to
be ready to proceed to Inner Harbor at 0700, 4 October 1945.

be 4 October 1945.
(3) Positions: 0800 1200

. 2000
Lat. 140=57'N Moored Moored
Long. 145°-37'E Moored Moored

Weather: Gentle breeze from east increasing to fresh,
partly cloudy with scattered showers, slowly
falling barometer reaching 2958 at 2400,

(4) 0722 Underway from anchorage shifting berth to Inner Harbor,
Tinian. O8l4 Moored starboard side to Berth 4, Tinian
Harbor. 1210 U.,S. Army Port Battalion stevedores began
discharging cargo.

S5e 5 October = 14 October 1945.

(1) Moored starboard side to Berth 4, Tinian Harbor, Tinian,
Marianas Islands, discharging cargo.

6e 15 October 1945.

(1) Operating singly.

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. Moored Moored 1O=55 N
Long. Moored Moored 145°=15'E

Weather: Gentle breeze from ESE, partly cloudy, steady
barometer, good visibility.

(4) 1430 Completed discharging all cargo destined for Tinian.
1639 Underway from Tinian Harbor enroute to Port Apra, Guam
pursuant to confidential sailing orders serial 0290 of

15 October 1945 from Assistant Port Director, Tinian.
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U.S.S. VINTON (AKA-83)

AKA83/A12
Serial: 061

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject: War Diary of the U.S.S. VINTON (AKA-83) for October 1945,

(1) Operating singly.

(3) Positions: 0800 1200 2000
Lat. 135=27'N Anchored Anchored
Long. 144°-36'E Anchored Anchored

Weather: Gentle variable winds from East, partly cloudy,
steady barometer, good visibility.

(4) Steaming as before., 0810 Directed by visual dispatch Port
Director, Port Apra, to proceed to anchorage in Agana Bay,
Guam, 0825 Maneuvering on various courses at various
speeds to anchorage. 0950 Anchored in Berth 617, Agana

Bay, Guam.
8. 17 October 1945.

(1) Operating singly.

tions 0800 1200
() g r'.sf.. Anchored Anchored Aﬂ;‘d
Long. Anchored Anchored Anchored

. (4) Anchored in Agana Bay, Guam, as before. 1457 Underway
from anchorage shifting berth to Port Apra, pursuant
to visual dispatch Port Director, Pcl"l'-.lp'n. 1 Entered
Port Apra channel. lésemmms,mm

9e 18 October 1945.
(1) Operating singly.




. U.S.S. VINTON (AKA-83) .

Serions 61
1 November 1945,
CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: War Diary of the U.S.S, VINTON (AKA-83) for October 1945,

10, 19 October = 20 October 1945.

(1) Moored in Berth 5, Port Apra, Guam, discharging cargo.
11, 21 October 1945.

(1) Moored in Berth 5, Port Apra, Guam,
12. 22 October 1945.

(1) Operating singly.

(3) Positions: 0800 _ 1200

Lat, Moored Moored Moored
Long.  Moored Moored Moored
(4) 0925 Underway shifting berths. 0940 Moored port side to
Berth "H", Port Apra, Guam. Continued discharging cargo.

13, 23 October — 28 October 1945,

(1) Moored port side to Berth "H", Port Apra, Guam,

discharging cargo.
. 29 October 1945,
; (4) 1700 Finished discharging cargo.

15. 30 October 1945.




U.S.S. VINTON (AKA-83)

AKAB3/A12
Serial: 061
1 November 1945.
CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: War Diary of the U.S.S. VINTON (AKA-83) for October 1945.
(4) 1515 Underway from Port Apra, Guam to Manus, Admiralty
Islands pursuant to order 278l of 30 October 1945 from
Port Director, Fort Apra. 1945 Took departure, set course
279°T, speed 16.2 knots (90 RPM). 1610 Changed course to
191°T. 1720 Changed course to 247°T. 1915 Changed course
to 229°T. 2250 Changed course to 180°T,
16, 31 October 1945.
(1) Operating singly.
(3) Positions: 0800 2000
Lat.  10°=22'N 9% N 7028 .5N
Long. 1430-24'E  143°-27'E 143%9=30,0E
Weather: Moderate breeze hauling from SSE, to WSW, good
visgibility, partly cloudy, smooth sea.
(4) Enroute from Port Apra, Guam, to Manus, Admiralty Islands.
Copy to:
CinCPac
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Jf-:C'-‘ OF PUBLIC mpom“m MAY 2U 1340
“VT DEPARTMENT
AKAB3/A12-1/F1-7 U.5.5. VINTON (AKA-83)
Serial 283
20 December 1945.
From: The Commanding Oif'ficer.
To The Secretary of the Navy (Office of Fublic Information),
(Three copies).
Sub ject: Ship's History and Biography of Commanding Of'ficer -
Forwarding of.
Reference: (a) ALFAC No, 318-45.
Irclosure: (A) History of U.S.S. VINTON (AKA-83).
(B) Biograrhy of Captain John D. HOFFUAN, (Dif), USNR.
1 In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (i) and @) are

forwarded herewith.

2e The Ship's History and Biography of the Commanding Officer
were prepared by the Ship's lledical Officer, Lieutenant James F. COLLIER,
(iic), USNR.

Copy to:
Cincpac (PubInfo)(3 copies),
AdComPhibsPac (3 copies),
Fleet Hometown News' Center,
344 N, Rush Street, -
Chicago 11, Illinois, JOHN D, HOFFIAN &
(3 copies),

158638




HISTCRY OF U.5.S. VINTON (AKA-83)

With all of the traditional ceremony of the Navy, the U.5,S. VINTON
(AKA-83), was placed in commission on February 23, 1945, at the yards of the
Bethlehem Shipbuilding Compuny, Baltimore, Maryland, At that time she became
the newest addition to the fast growing list of assault cargo ships that have
plared such a vital and important role in the war against the aggressor
nazions. In tne presence of Navy dignitaries, including Vice Admiral Emory
5. Land, (CC), USH (Ret), the officers and men of the Vinton and their guests,
Captain John Ward, Assistant Industrial Manager, placed the ship in the command
.f her Captain, Commander John D, Hoffman, of East Orange, New Jersey., With
the exchange of a few words, what was formerly a mere hull number in the filecs
« . the Maritime Commission, she became an active fighting member of the Unitcd
Stutes Navy,

The dignity and solemnity of the occasion was heightened by the presen=-
ation of the Bronze Star Avard by Captain Vard to Lieutenant Commander
{, 1. Fratt, Executive Officer of *he newly cormissioned ship, Lieutenant
Commander Prat: rsceived the awara in recognilion lor his worl as the
‘omranding Officer of a mine sweeper in the assault on Normandys

It had taken many monthis to build the Vinton, and likewise much time and
cffort had been expended in the formation and the training of her crew. This
group had been brought together and taught to work as a unit, at the United
States Naval Training Station, Newport, R.I. The men who werc to man the
ship's twenty four landing craft had reccived two months of specialized train-
ing in the handling of smell boats at the Amphibious Training Base, Fort
I'ierce, Florida, before joining the rest of the crew at Newport. These men
had been well treined, they knew their business, and they were ready to do a
jobe A number of the officors and men, departient hcads and key petty
officers, had reported to thc ship at Baltimore during the carly stages of
her conversion in order to assist in the installation of the various
mechanical units, and to obtein o better knowledge of their operation.

With the formality of commissioning a matter of history, the serious
business of preparing the Vinton to take her place in the ever lengthening
chain of supply lines of the Navy was undertaken. Following her commissioning
she spent a week in the Baltimore area, the time being utilized in taking
aboard equipment and supplics and caring for the numberous details incident
to such an undertaking., These were important days, and they were busy days,
and all hands worked with a seriousness of purpose that augercd well for the
future of the Vinton. Within a space of seven days the ship was ready for
sca and on March lst she sailed for Norfolk, Virginia, with officers and men
looking forward to the all important shakedown operations,

After a few days at this historic naval base, during which the plans for
the shakedown cruise were received and studied, the Vinton steamed up the
waters of Chesapeake Bay to undergo this series of rigorous tests which were
to constitute a yardstick by which the abilities of the personnel of the new
vessel would be measured. Any flaws in either the ship, her officers or her
men would have to be brought to light and corrected at this time,.
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Beginning on March 7th and continuing for ten days, the newest AKA in the
auxiliary fleet went thru her paces, All navigatioral conditions and
tactical procedures and emergency situations were simulated and their
resultant problems carried to a successful solution. All of the possible
hazards confronting a naval vessel in the service of a nation at war were
faced in theory and practice and the measures for combating these hazards
employed., All operations were carried out under the closc scrutiny of the
shinkedown board whosc members aided the undertaking with helpful criticisms
. suggestions, DIvery department had an opportunity to carry out its task:o
wter battle conditions: Farticular attention was devotoed to Gunnery,
Construction and Repair, and the Boat Group. Firing 2t the slecve and the
drune, raising and lowering small boats, fire and damage control problums,
cimulated casualties, refueling at sca, and other opurntions gave all
copartments the opportunity to evaluate the extent of their preparedncss
iow action, With excrcises and muncuvers by day, and critiques and
di~cussions by night, the shaked-wn period passed rapidly and on March 15th
the Vinton ticd up al the Portsmouth Navel Yard for a five day period of
avallability. Officcers and men with their nerves cll rcady frayed, found
that their troubles were just be ‘nning and wire soon deep in the struggle
to determine what constituted imvortant and rnccessary work and what did not.
hkovever, like all such eriscs, this one passed in o flurry of work orders,
verbal tussles with yard officinls, naval ond civilicn, days runctuated with
the staccato tapping of the rivoters gun, and nights filled with the glare
of many colored torches, With all this behind it, the 83, afier loading
~t the Norfolk Navel Supply Depbt, steamed south to pass thru the Fanama
Canal, tarried overnight at Balboa whilo all liands portook of the delights
of the Central Americon Republic, and thien pointed: for the Facific bastion
of Fearl Harbor. On the morning of April 16, 1945, Diamond Head, the famed
“rland landmark was sightcd and a few hours later, the Vinton lay at anchor,
vhile all on board her gazcd with wonder at this sceone of feverish activity,
[illed with a now scnsc of the torrible urgency of war.

With no loss of time thc newly arrived vessel unlonded her cargo, and
ten days later, with her holds cmpty, she was stecaming with a temporary
trainirg transport squodron, for exerciscs being hLcld south of Oahu in the
ifaui arca, Here for-onc weck, in companywith many othcr troop and cargo
carrying auxilisrics, the Vinton participated in the most intensive and
comprehensive mancuvers of her brief history., With: firing practice, assault
landings anf fie and demage control problems by day, followed by simulnted
dive bombings and submiriiic cttocks at night, the efficicncy of the Vinton
‘n combat tactics wes further incrcased.

Following thesc strenuous exercises a plensant interlude in the nature
of a trip carrying carge to the island of Moui was next on the schedule.
After the fruitless scarch for the much publicised pucee ond beauty of the
Nahu area, the attractions offered by this lesser known member of the
Hawaiian group revived our lagging faith in the takes of the splendor of
the islands., On May 24th, with her cargo delivered, the Vinton rceturned
to Pearl Haroor and six days latcr, with her holds agein full, she wcighted
anchor, making a stepover at Eniwetok in the liarshall Islands with her
final dostination Guom,
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Two days ocut of Honolulu on June lst, the assault cargo vessel assumed
the role of a ship of mercy. Under radio orders she made a nocturnal rendez-
vous with the submarine U.3.5. GATO. The underwater vessel had aboard a man
suffering with acute appendicities, who had earlier ’hat day been taken from
cnother sub, the U.S.S, SILVERSIDES. In the dark of night the ailing sailor
a9 brought aboard the larger vessel in a maneuver ttat did credit to the
aeck forces who accomplished it, In & few hours he vnderwent surgery and when
ti. Vinton arrived at Guam thirtcen days later, he wis ready to rejoin his

(S T .

The arrival at this booming Facific outrost tcol place on June 13th and
uie Vinton mad» ready to continue her journey into ¢l ¢ setting sun, The now
oo liar patte m of wiloading and releading quickly 1nfolded itself and in
Jeo . than two weeks iF . ship sniled for Ulithi in the Westurn Carolines, with
th + meorly conquered Okiniwa as hor ultimate zool,

On *he moriing of July 14th _he Vinton i.i the company of scvcral other
tr spor ., untered Hogushi Bay iu Okinawn. v the first time in her short
caruor tiere was no band of waitin: Scabees or army stevadores to perform
th. unlo.ding chore and thc crew »~f the Vintoi set -.o work at this unfamilinar

.« Quickly adapting themsclves, the men mauc rapdid inroads on the corgo
"~ 1lod holds despite the interruptions caused by tha nightly alerts with

“_r accompanying danger ol bombing and kamakaize crashes., The unloading

. wabion was further hampered on July 19th when thae typhoon signal crackled
ov r the radio. A4ll hatches were closed, and Lho snall boats sent scurrying
~o “he comparative safety of o smnll inland river. The Vinton in the
coapany of scveral other ships put to sca in convoy formation., That day
(. the day following, the jroup stcamed in the vieinity of Okinawa in
wenther that sometimes approached typhoon proportions. With the storm in
retreat, the ships reentered the harbor and unloading was completed without
incident, With her task completed, the €3 rcturncd to Ulithi ond thence to
Pearl Harbor, arriving on August 8th, a lew days before thc momentous surrender
C‘f J.".p('m .

tit" the impending invasion of the Empire unnecessary and all plans for
the islaad assault shelved, the Vinton, with mony of her sistor ships, marked
tiac ot Fearl Harbor. However, six weeks later, on Scptember 22nd, with Tiniar
~rnd Guam on her calling list sho stenmed west again, With this assignment
completed, she pointed her bow toward the South Facifie, on o voyage that- took
the majority of the officers ~nd crew for the first time over the equator,
th: fablced domain of ning Niuptunc nnd Davy Joncs. 4ll Polywogs were introduccd
wilh fitting czoremory into the mysteries of thc deep on November 2, 1945, and
that afternoon the Vinton, with her newly made Shellbnacks, stcomed into
Scoadler Bay, Manus, in the admirnlties. The next five wecks were accounted
for by a short jaunt from kirnus to Milne Bay, New Guincn, the loading of
Dv*ch owned cargo and the thrce thousand mile journey to Batavia, the capital
of he Duteh East Indian posscssion of Java.
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Having discharged her carge the Vinten rz2:cived orders and woe
underway agein with her destination Los Negros Is".and in the Admiraliy
group, After a brief stop at Biak Island, she arrived in
the Admiralties on the seventh of January, Here she was loaded with
cargo and homeward bound, A medical emergency forced her to pull int»
Hilo, in the Hawalian Islands, long enough to discharge the patient,

On February 5,1946 the USS Vinton passed under the Golden Gate.
and tied up at San Francisco, Calif. Here and at Qakland the (83) dis.-
charged her cargo, then moved to Richmond Calif. to reload, On the
Tth of February 1946 Captain John D. Hoffman was relieved as com-
mending Of{izer by Captain Solomon F, Oden, USN. Tne 22nd of February
found the Vinton underway with orders ior Brooklyn, New ¥ork, via
Cristobal, C.Z.

Due t¢ emergency Repairs there was a one day stop at San Pedro,
California, after which the Vinton resumed her voyage toward the
Canal., She arrived at Cristohal on the Atlantic side of the Fanama
Sanal on the 6th cof March. On the 9th she set her sourse for New

York.

Since seventy percent of the ship's crew have thier homes in the
New York Area, the Vinton!s arrival at Bush Terminal, Brooklyn on
15 March mede possible the visliting of families and friends of many
for the firsl time in over a year, Upon the completion of unloading
the ship was underway for Norfolk, Vriginia, with orders to decammis:ion,
her task in the Navy had been completed and now she was to be turned
over vo the War Shipping Administration,

On May 16,1946 amid appropriate ceremony the commissioning
peniant of the USS Vinton was hauled down, The ship affectionately
referred to by it's crew as "The Mighty V" was retired from the
Naval Service with the dignity and pride with which she entered,
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BIGGR.FHY OF COMlii\DING OFFICER, USS VINTON

John Dennis Hoffmen wins born in the city of Brooklyn, Now York, on
Decenbor 4, 1892, the sonc of George and Helen Hoffman., His father was of
Gorman extraction while his mother was Irish., His carly cducation was
was supplied by the public school system of Brooklyn, whilc he attendod High
School at Albany, the state capitol, where he moved ot the nge of 16, During
chis four yoars Commender Hoffman, while standing high in his class scholas-
tically, found time to hold down a line position on the high school football
team,

ofter his graduantien hc cntercd the New York State Noutical dcademy, in
swew York City in 1914, In .nrscillus, France, during this year as part ef a
training cruise, his ship carricd a group of refugecs to the United States
from a Europe over which the clouds of war were all rcady gnthering. After
finishing the abbreviated two yenr course of study at the Nrutical sdcadeny
in a year and & half, Comwnder Hoffman joinud the Liorgan Line en a run that
went: from New York to Golveston and New O:leans, Boginning os a deck appren-—
tice, ho worked his way thru 211 rates up ta liaster's,

On @ctobur 14, 1917, he marricd Ethel Brown, a high schoel classmate, of
Albany. Twe children worce born ef this union, John Dennis, Jr., born in 1921,
and Mry V., who arrived in 1916, The former is a Licutennnt in the Navy and
is Commanding Cfficer of a ilinec isscmbly Unit.

Jdith the entry of the United States inte the sccond world cenflict, the
present captain of the Vinton eatered the Navy in Junc of 1941, Hc was first
assigned to the U.S.5. PLII..DES (uK-Lé), as Navigator., .Athin a shert space
of %ime he became exceutive officer and eventually commonding efficer,
During these dark early d-.ys of the war, the Flciades ran frem New York te
Iceland and Scotland thru the submarinc infested waters of the North
atlantic. In June of 1944, Captain Hoffman was detached from this ship and
n few months later wos nssigned te the Vinten, which was being cenverted in
Baltimore, Moryland, Through the latter days of her conversion, threugh her
commissioning, shakedowvn and hier participation in the lattcr months of the
rocific war he has guided lier unerringly. His théughfullness and fairness
in dealing with those in his command have gained him the admiration and
respect of his officers and men., On December 18, 1945, as this went te
press the VINTON received word that Commander Heffman had been prometed
to the rank of Captain,
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