. Contributed by Frank Gerhardt .

FiLe: AKA-86 U. S. S. WOODFORD (AKA-86)

SERIAL! 032 C/O FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, Cal.

19 May 1945.
CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commanding Officer
To : Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet.

Sub ject: War Diary - 1 April 1945 to 3 May 1945 (inclusive)
1. April - 27 April 1945(Incl) All times Plus 04 - 00

At Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Va., and Naval Operating Base,
Norfolk,Va., having repairs made, following shakedown cruise; undergoing
post-repair trial; taking on cargo.

28 April 1945

At 1000 took departure Norfolk, Va., enroute Panama, Canal Zone, in
accordance with ComServLant Confidential Despatch 271745 of 27 April 1945.

In company with U,S.S.RUNELS (APD 85), escort, screening 000° R.,
CTU. in WOODFORD, Set course 085° T. Speed 16.5 knots. 1520 Commenced
zigzagging. 2240 Changed course to 190° T,

1200 2000
In swept channel 35 - 58 N
to Chesapeake Bay. 73 = 05 w
29 April 1
Steaming on course 190° T. Speed 16.5 knots,
0800 1200 2000
33 - 04 N 32 - 04 N 30 - 02 - 30 N
73 =15 W 73 =25 W 73 =40 -0 W
30 April 1945

At 0800 changed course to 185° T, At 1413 commenced gunnery exer-
cises. At 1519 changed course to 161° T, Speed 16.5 knots. At 1542 se-
cured from gunnery exercises, the following ammunition having been expended:
40 rounds 5"/38 cal. AA common; 1156 rounds 40 mm, H.E.I.T; 2013 rounds of
20 mm, At 1920 changed course to 198° T. At 2254 changed course to 203° T.
At 2304 changed course to 233° T. At 2322 changed course to 243° T, Radar
contact bearing 198° T., distance 16 miles. 2325 Lost radar contact. At
2350 changed course to 198° T,

0800 1200 2000
(iRt SRE . LR, 2
- - L} T - 26 -0 W T -06~-30 W
123504 \
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At 0031 Went to General Quarters, the RUNELS, (APD85) (escort)
having picked up sound contact off port side, Immediately commenced
evasive action, steaming on various courses, Captain at conn., The
RUNELS dropped five (5) depth charges and then lost contact, but con-
tinued search., At 0238 secured from General Quarters and at 0302 the
RUNELS regained her scree station. Commenced zigzagging in accord-
ance with Plan #23 of USF 10(A), on base course 198° T,, speed 16.5 knots.
This action is more fully reported in Action Report, A9/A4-3/cle. Confid-
ential Serial 030 of 3 May 1945. At O4LO2 changed base course to 154° T,
Sighted Cape Maysi Light at 1006, bearing 186° T., distance 12 miles. At
1941, Navassa Light was abeam to port, distace 6 miles.

0800 1200 2000
21 - 0 N 20 =10 N 18 =2 N
T = 20 W 7 - ol W 75 - 08 w
g May 190

At 0000 changed course to 212" T, At 0800 changed to base course
211° 7., and at 2158 changed course to 209° T., speed 16,5 knots.

0800 1200 2000
15 = 43 N L, - LO N 13 =00 N
76 - 55 w 77 - 36 W 78 - 41 W
S May 1949

At 1048 sighted land, Panama, bearing 185° T., and at 1103 sighted
Cristobal Breakwater light, bearing 176° T, At 1139 passed through anti-
gsubmarine nets at Cristobal Breakwater and entered Limon Bay. At 1144
Pilot came aboard and assumed conn for passage through Panama Canal. At
1300 all clocks were set to plus five time (R). At 1203 entered Gatun
Locks and lef Gatun Locks at 1258, At 1546 entered Pedro Miguel Locks,
and left these locks at 1609. Entered Miraflores Locks at 1638 and left
at 1659. At 1805 moored port side to Pier 18 C, Balboa, Canal Zone.

0800 1200
10 - 17 N In Limon Bay,
79 = 54 W

Wote e—
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Fis: Aka-88) A9/AT: iy U. S. S. WOODFORD (AKA-86)

SERIAL: 038 .-

CONEIDENTIAL Sen Francisco, Cal.
L4 June 1945.
From: Commanding Officer
To. 3 Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet
Subject: War Diary = 4 lay to 31 May 1945 (incl.) - submission of.

L ay 1945 - Zone Flus 05-00,

loored alongside Pier 18-C, Balboa, C.2. At 1100 a conference
was held by the Commanding Officers of U,.S5.5, WOODFORD (AKA-86), U,S.S,
RUMER (35-476), U.S5.5. CARP (SS=338) and U.S.S. MORAY (SS-300), to form-
wlate plans for various exercises and WoPac attacks during the time that
the submarines were to be in company with the WOODFCORD. To facilitate
and to expedite operations and communications, an informal Task Unit was
created and desipgnated Task Unit ¥William Fox #2-45, with CTU in WOCDFORD
and ComSubCroup in RUINER.

5 May 1945 — Zone Flus 05-00.

At 1000 took departure Balboa, C.Z., enroute Fearl Harbor, T.H.,
in accordance with ComPanSeaFron Secret Despatch 041517 of lay 1945, in
company with U,S,5, RUNNER, U.S.S, CARP and U,5,S IORAY. Set base course
180° T,, speed 14 knots, The subs submerged and surfaced at their own
discretion. At 1624 changed course to 227° T., and at 2120 changed
course to 207° T, WOODFORD zig-zagging according to various zig-zag
plans, during daylight and moonlight hours,

2000
0’?0 ml 30" N
790 59! 30:! w
6 lay 1945 - Zone Flus 05-00.
At 1312 changed course to 280° T,
0800 1200 2000
060 161 00" N 06° 121 CO" 1l 06° 217 00" N
80 66' 0" W 82° 43' 00" W 8L° 56" 00" W

May 1 - Zone Plus 05-00.

At 161 stopped and lowered 2 LCVF's, to exchange officers among
all ships of the unit., At 1646 hoisted the boats aboard and the Exec-
utive Officers of the RUNIER, CARP and !IORAY came aboard for conference
and observation. At 2000 changed course to 2880 T, At 2300 set clocks
to Flus 5. Zone tine.

126931




4 June 1945,
Subject: War Diary (cont'd)
0800 1200 2000
060 50' 30" N 06° 58' 00" N 07° 17 00" 1
87° 33t 30" W 88° 22' O0" W 90° C2' 00" W

8 lay 1945 - Zone Plus 05-30.

At 1115 stopped toc lower boat to exchange officers again. Under-
way at 11,8, At 1311 changed course to 286° T,

0800 1200 2000
08° 197 00" N 08° 387 00" N 090 137 00" N
920 55' 00" W 93° 25' oO" W 950 22t 0O W

May 1945 - Zone Flus 05-30,

Held gunnery exercise at 0700, Secured at 0707, having expended
5 rounds 5"/38 cal. AAC., and 52 rounds 40 mm. HEIT, Held gunnery exer-
cises at 0835 and 1218. Secured from exercises at 1221. Ammunition ex=
pended: 282 rounds 40 mn. HEIT and 28 rounds 5"/38 cal AAC, At 1500
changed course to 287° T, At 2300 retarded ships clocks to Zone Plus 06-00.

0800 1200 2000
09° 58' 00" N 100 18" 00" N 10° LO* 00" N
98° 08' OC" W 98° 55' 00" | 99° 28' 00" W

10 lay 1945 = Zone Flus 06-00,

At 1900 commenced ioFac exercises witn the submarines. Engaged
in evasive action on various courses and speeds, and used smoke screens.
Secured from lioPac exercises at 2018, and resumed base course 287° T.

0800 1200 2000
11° 34Y 00" N 11° 48' 00" N 120 I7% 00" N
103° 20' oo" W 1040 01% oo" W 1050 46 00" W

1l lay 1945 - Zone Ilus 06-00.

At OLOO submarines left formation to pull ahead to get in posit-
ion for WoFac exercises. At 1600 changed course to 283° T. At 1750
comenced evasive maneuvers on radical changes in course during YoPac
attack exercises, Used smoke screens. Secured from exercises at 22,0.
At 2300 retarded ship's clocks to Zene Plus 06-30.

0800 1200 2000
130 05| oo" N 130 12' oo" N 130 33| oo u
1080 O4' 0O" W 108° 33' oO" W 110° o4 oO" W



4 June 1945
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12 lay 1945 - Zone Flus 06-30.

At 2202 changed course to 290° T, During the day we had conduct-
ed various attack exercises.with accompanying submarines.

0800 1200 2000
14° 207 00" N L,° 287 00" N 14° 33" 30" I
1120 550 oO" W 113° 47' 00" W 115° 33 30" W

13 lay 1945 - Zone Flus 06=30,

At 1336 Stopped and put boat in water to pick up man from RUNNER
for medical treatment, 1356 hoisted boat aboard and ot underway. At
2200 changed course to 278° T, At 2300 retarded ship's clocks to Zone
Flus 07-00.

0800 1200 2000
159 24 00" N 159 41! 00" N 16° 12 00" X
118° 08' 00" W 118° 59' oO" N 120° 40! 00" W

U larl - Zone Plus 07-00.

At 1940 changed course to 283° 7. and at 2200 changed course to
288° T. At 2300 retarded ship's clocks to Zone Flus 07=30.

0800 1200 2000
16° 45" 00" N 16° 421 00" N 16° 50! CO" N
1230 38 Qo" W 1240 19 oo" W 125° 23" 00" W

15 Mav 1945 - Zone Flus 07-30,

At 1400 RUITER, CARP and IIORAY left the unit in accordance with
detachment orders of CIU William Fox #2-45, to comply with previous orders
and routing instructions. At 2300 retarded ship's clocks to Zone Flus 08-00.

0800 1200 2000
17° 48" 00" N 180 2" 00" N 18° 127 00" N
128° 34' 00" W 1290 34' 00" W 1319 34 00" W

16 lav 1945 - Zone Flus 08-00,

During the day, held small arms firing practice on the fantail, At
1126 changed course to 276° T. 1738 commenced surprise gunnery exercise
and secured at 1729, having expended 80 rounds of 4O mm. HEIT amwunition.
At 2300 retarded ship's clocks to Zone Flus 08-30.

0800 1200 2000
19° 38" 00" N 19© 48" 00" N 200 OC' QO" N
1340 33' 00" W 135° 31' oo" W 1370 27' 00" W

-3-
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L June 1945

Held small amms firing and gunnery exercises during the day, and
expended 1,510 rounds of 30 cal., 600 rounds of 50 cal., 60 rounds of
20 mm, HEIT., and 116 rounds of 40 ma. !EIT. ammunition. At 2300 retarded
ship's clocks to Zone Plus 09-00,

0800 1200 2000
200 15' 00" N 200 20" 00" N 200 38! 00" N
14,0° 36' oo" W 1410 30' oO" W 1430 231 00" W

18 lay 1945 = Zone Flus 09=00.

At 0546 held surprise gumnery exercises and secured at 0553, hav-
ing expended 1 round 5"/38 cal. AAC, 102 rounds 40 mm. HEIT., and 660
rounds 20 mm. ammunition. Changed course to 272° T, at 1327. At 2200
changed course to 271° T. At 2300 retarded ships clocks to Zone Flus 09-30.

0800 1200 2000
200 547 00" N 21° 03' 00" i 21° 12 oo" N
11.;60 19 oom W 147° 34 00" W 1,90 361 oon

19 lay 1945 - Zone Plus 09=30,

At 0700 changed course to 270° T, lleld swrprise gunnery exercises
at 1517 and secured at 1539. Amwnunition expended 206 rounds 40 ma HEIT.
At 2102 changed course to 260° T.

0800 1200 2000
21° 20" ooM N 21° 237 00" N 21° 32" 00" N
1520 50! Q0" W 1539 42! Q0" W 1550 37' 00" W

20 llay 1945 - Zone Flus 09-30.

At 0009 sighted [lolokai Light, on llolokai Island, bearing 2410 T,,
distance 28 miles, At 0243 sighted lokapuu Light, Oahu, bearing 266° T.,
distance 28 miles., At 0300 changed course to 0£6° T., and at 0525 changed
to 270° T., and again at 0615 changed course to 277°, having reversed courses
to be on station off liolokai Island for anti-aircraft practice. At 0710
conmenced scneduled anti-aircraft firing at sleeves towed by two TEF's that
had come out from l'earl larbor, Secured from firing at OE47 having expend-
ed 58 rounds 5"/38 cal. AAC. » 1776 rounds 4O mm. HEIT, and 2296 rounds 20 mm,
HEIT. Set course for Fearl lHarbor Channel, changing as necessary because of
shipping traffic. At 1246 entered chamnel to Fearl Harbor, T.H., and at
1335 moored alongside Berth li-5, West Lock, Fearl Harbor, T.ll.

b



aia L June 1945
Subject: War Diary (cont'd)
0800 1200 2000
North of llolokai Off Channel At Berth VW=5,lest
on gunnery exercise. to Pearl lHarbor. Lock, Pearl Harbor.

21 - 26 lay 1945 (inel.) Zone Flus 09-30,

In Pearl Harbor, T.H., at various berths and anchorages, unloading
cargo,

27 lay 1945 - Zone Flus 09-30.

At 1537 left Fearl Harbor, T.H., for Honolulu, T.i., and at 1726
moored alongside Pier 31, Honolulu, T.li.

28 = 31 llay 1945 (incl.) Zone Flus 09-30.

lloored at lionolulu, T.l., taking on ammunition.

=

WINSTON POLK
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rie: Axa-ss/A9/AT: JrT U. S. S. WOODFORD (AKA-86)

GCRIAL: m C/O FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, Cal.
4 July 1945.

From: Commanding Officer
To : Cammander-in-Chief, United States Fleel

Subject: War Diary - 1 June to 30 June 1945 (incl) - submission of,

1 June 1 - Zone Plus 0
Moored at Pier 32, Honolulu, T.H.
2 June 1! - 1us 0

At 1811 took departure Honolulu, T.H., enroute Eniwetok Atoll in
accordance with confidential orders, Serial 0699, of ComHawSea Frontier,
dated 1 June 1945. No escort provided. Steaming independently. Set
course 192° T,, speed 15.6 knots., At 1834 commenced zig-zagging in ac-
cordance with Flan #23, USF 10(A). WOODFORD maintained zig-zag during
entire passage, alternating various zig-zag plans of USF 10(A). At 1911
changed course to 182° T., and at 2310 changed course to 265° T.

2000
20-48 N
157-59 W
3 June 1945 - Zone Flus 09 30
Steaning as before. Held various emergency drills during the
morning
0800 00 2000
19-50 - 00 N 19%614 19 - 37N
160 - 15 - 00 W 161 - 05 W 163 - 03 W
J - 0

At 0145 changed course to 260° T, At 1045 commenced surprise gun-
nery exercises and secured at 1100, having expended 180 rounds 20 mm. HEIT,
and 150 rounds 40 mm HEIT ammunition. At 1830 changed destination from
Eniwetok Atoll to Ulithi Atoll in accordance with ComHawSeaFron confidentidl
despatch 032254 of 3 June 1945. At 2240 changed course to 257° T, At
2300 changed to Zone Plus 10 00 time.

2600 1200 zg,m
19 - 15 N 19 - 05 N - 46 N
165 - 59 W 167 - 02 W 169 - 15 W

131051 L
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CONFIDENTIAL b July 1945
Subject: War Diary (cont'd)
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June - Plus 10 00

At 0649 commenced gunnery exercise and secured at 0650, having ex-
pended 30 rounds 20 mm. and 121 rounds 40 mm, HEIT ammunition. At 1040
held surprise gunnery drill, and secured at 1045 having expended 6 rounds
20 mm. HEIT, and 12 rounds 5"/38 cal. AAC. ammunition. At 1400 changed
to course 258° T., and at 1440 changed speed to 15.4 knots. At 2200 chang-
ed to course 256° T,, speed 15 knots. At 2300 changed to Zone Flus 10 30,

0800 1200 2000
18 - 17 N 17 - 52 N 17 =29 N
172 - 34 W 173 - 34 W 175 - 38 W

6 June 1 - Zone Plus 10 30

At 0800 changed course to 265° T, At 1010 commenced surprise firing
drill and secured from drill at 1115, having expended 106 rounds 20 mm. HET,
54 rounds 20 mm. HEIT, and 439 rounds 4O mn, HEIT ammunition. At 1332
crossed the International Date Line at 16° 28' 30" North Latitude. At 1411
commenced surprise firing drill and secured at 1420, having expended 136
rounds 40 mm. HEIT, 20 rounds 20 mm. HET and 10 rounds 20 mm. HEIT ammuni-
tion. At 2200 changed speed to 14.6 knots. At 2300 set clocks to Plus

11 00 Zone.

0800 1200 2000

15 - 36 N 1¥-31N 15 -05N

178 - 38 W 179 - 36 W 176 - 33 E
& - Zone Plus 00

At 0300 changed to Zone Plus 11 30 and at O4l5 changed to Zone Plus
12 00. At 0531 commenced gunnery exercises and secured at 0550, having
expended 316 rounds of 20 mm. HEI, 359 rounds 4O mm. HEIT, and 10 rounds
51/38 cal, AAC. ammunition. At 0800 changed from Plus 12 00 to Minus
12 00 Zone, and changed from 7 June, West Longitude Date to 8 June East

Longitude Date.

8 June 1945 « Zonelinus 12 00

At 0800 changed course to 257° T, At 101l commenced surprise gunnery
drill and secured at 1016, having expended 22 rounds 40 mm HEIT, and 60
rounds 20 mmn., HEIT ammunition. At 2200 changed course to 254° T.

0800 4200 2000
15 - O4 N U = 55N U - 32N
175 - 16 E 17 - 18 E 172 - 30 E

il
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CONFIDENTIAL 4 July 1945
Subject: War Diary (cont'd)

9 June 1945 - ZoneMims 12 00

At 0600 commenced firing drill and secured at 0601 having expended

96 rounds 40 mm HEIT ammunition. At O7l4 changed course to 246° T. At
1500 changed course to 252° T. At 2108 changed speed to 15.8 knots.

0800 1200 2000
1, -03 N 13 -L40N 12 - 59 -30N
165 - 56 & 169 - 04 - 30 E 167 - 20 - 00 E

10 June 1945 - Zone Minus 12 00

At 0618 commenced gunnery drill, and secured at 0628, having ex-
pended 27 rounds 5"/38 cal. AAC, 16 rounds 20 mm. HET, and 154 rounds
20 mm. HEI. ammnition. At 0740 changed course to 265° T., and at
0746 changed speed to 15.3 knots. At 1705 sighted Bngebi Island, Eni-
wetok Atoll, bearing 190° T., distance 13 miles. At 1727 changed course
to 180° T. At 1740 began coming to course 251° T., and steadied on course
251° T., at 1800. At 2245 changed to course 280° T., speed 14.8 knots.

0800 1200 2000
12 - 04 N 1T -57N W -37N
164 - 35 E 163 = 34 & 161 - 13 E

1l June 1945 - Zone Minus 12 00

At 0842 changed speed to 14,3 knots. At 2100 changed speed to
16.5 knots. At 2318 changed course to 281° T. At 2300 changed to
Minus 11 40 Zone Time.

0800 1200 2000
11 = 52 N 12 = 01 N 12 =19 N
158 = 45 & 157 = 55 =30 E 156 = 13 E

12 June 1945 - Zone Minus 11 40

At 0300 changed to Zone Minus 11 20 time, and at 0500 changed to
Zone Mdnus 11 00 time, At 0845 changed course to 250° T. During the
morning sighted 4 ships and changed course as necessary to keep clear.
At 2100 changed course to 246° T., and changed speed to 15.5 knots. At
2300 changed to Zone lMinus 10 4O time.

0800 1200 2000
13-08N 12-5. N 12-22N
152 =42 L 151 - 38 =30 E U9 - 33 E

o
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CONFIDENTIAL 4 July 1945
Subject: War Diary (cont'd)

13 June 1945 - Zone Minus 10 - 40

At 0300 changed to Zone Minus 10 20 and at 0400 changed to Zone
Minus 10 00. At 0928 had steering casualty, and shifted to hand steer-
ing. At 0953 steering casualty repaired and commenced steering from
pilot house. At 1443 changed course to 261° T., and at 2200 changed

speed to 15 knots.

L

0800 1200 2000
11 -08N 10 - 49 N 10- 25 N
b - 37 E 145 - 53 E 14 - 10 E

14 June 1945 - Zone Minus 10 00

At 0547 changed course to 267° T., and to 263° T., at 0800. At
1033 sighted Fais Island, bearing 230° T., distance 20 miles. At 1112
changed course to 275° T. At 1257 sighted Gielap Island bearing 270°
T., distance 7.5 miles. At 1320 changed to course 270°T., Sighted
Ulithi Atoll bearing 270° T., distance 17 miles. At 1420 commenced stean-
ing various courses and speeds to Mugai Channel, and entered channel at
1503. Anchored in berth 143 Ulithi Atoll at 1750.

0800 1200 2000
10-12 N 09 - 58 N UIithi
Ul - 22 E 140 - 25 E Atoll

15 June, 19 June 1945 (incl) - Zone Minus 10 00

At anchor in Ulithi Atoll Harbor.

20 June 1945 = Zone Minus 10 00

At 1230 took departure Ulithi Atoll enroute Okinawa, on course 035°
T., speed 13.5 knots. In convoy UOK 27, in company with U,S.Navy and
Merchant Ships. Convoy Commodore, Captain W. G. Ludlow, Jr., USN, in
U.3.5. CROCKETT (APA 148), CROCKETT guide. Iiscorted by T.U. 94.18.12:
C.T.U. Comdr. C. A. KUNZ, U.S.N.R. in U.S.S. SEDERSTRGM (DE 31). WOODFORD!
station third ship in second column, designated as ship #23. At 1415
changed course to 3500 T. At 1441l changed course to 325° T,

0800 1200 2000
Standing out 11 -1, -30N
Atoll Mugai Channel 139 « 16 - 00 W



043
CONFIDENTIAL 4 July 1945
Subject War Diary (cont'd)

e e e o e O S e e O e e S e s SN W mm R mm E Em mm e O am R e e a e Em e

21 June 1945 = Zone Minus 10 00

At 1400 changed to Zone Minus 09 30 time.

0800 1200 2000 ,
13 -24N 14 - 07 N 15 = 42 N
137 - 38 E 137 - 08 =30 E 136 - 03 E
22 June 1 - Zone Minus 0

At 0845 changed course to 3220 T. At 0944 changed speed to 14
knots. At 1400 changed to Zone Minus 09 00 time.

0800 1200 2000
17 - k6 N 18 - 23 N 19 - 55 N
134 = 42 E 134 - 07 E 132 - 53 -30E

23 June 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00
At 0800 changed course to 326° T., and at 1800 changed course to

3259 2,
0800 1200 2000
21 -59-30N 20 - 36 N 2, -09 -30N
131 - 07 - 00 E 130 - 40 E 129 - 36 - 00 E

24 June 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00,

At 0355 changed course to 291° T. At 0743 sighted Okinawa, bear-
ing 005°T., distance 16 miles. At 08lé changed course to 326° T., and
sighted Kerama Retto at 0826 bearing 325° T., distance 20 miles. At 0913
in accordance with CTF 31's Secret Despatch 220545 of June 1945, detached
from Convoy UOK 27 by Convoy Commodore, and ordered to proceed to Kerama
Retto to await orders from CTF 31, In company with U,S,S.CASTOR (AKS 1)
and escorted by U.S.5. TOUCAN (AM 387), both of these vessels having been
detached from Convoy UOK 27 in accordance with referenced despatch, with
WOODFORD in charge. Changed course to 310° T. At 0958 passed through
anti-submarine nets, entering channel to Kerama Retto Anchorage, and anchor-

ed in Berth K«37 at 1034.

0800 1200
25 - LB - 30N In Berth K-37
127 - 36 - 00 E, Kerama Retto Anchorage.

b
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CONFIDENTIAL L July 1945
Subject: War Diary (cont'd)
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25 June 1945 - Zone Mirmus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto Anchorage K-37. 2252 Vlent to Gneral
Quarters on Flash Blue.

26 June 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto Anchorage K-37. At General Quarters on
Flash Blue. 0230 Secured from General Quarters on Flash White.

27 June 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto Anchorage K-37. 1621 Went to General
Quarters on Flash Red. 1627 Secured from General Quarters on Flash White.
22L0 Went to General Quarters on Flash Blue.. 2258 Secured from General
Quarters on Flash lihite. 2345 Went to General Quarters on Flash Blue.

28 June 1 - Zone Minus 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto Anchorage K-37. 0025 Sedured from
General Quarters on Flash White. 1000 Went to General Quarters on Flash

Blue. 1005 Secured from General Quarters on Flash White.

29 June 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00
Anchored at Kerama Retto Anchorage K-37.

30 June 1945 ~ Zone Minus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto Anchorage K-=37. 0055 Went to General
Quarters on Flash Red. O0l25 Secured from General Quarters on Flash White.
0435 Went to General Quarters on Flash Blue. 0453 Secured from General
Quarters on Flash VWhite. 2100 Went to General Quarters on Flash Blue.
2121 Secured from General Quarters on Flash Vhite,

s

WINSTON FOLK
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Fue acaser A9/AT:jrr U. S. S. WOODFORD (AKA-86)

SERIAL; oL8 C/0 FLEET PQST OFFICE
CONFIDENTIAL 31 Juyy 1945
From: Commanding Officer
To : Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet
Subject: War Diary - 1 July to 31 July 1945 (incl) - submission of

1 July 1945 = Zone Minus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto awaiting orders from CTF 31 to discharge
cargo of ammunition. 0030 Went to General Quarters on Flash Red. O00LO
Secured from General Quarters on Flash Vhite. 0419 Went to General
Quarters on Flash Red. 0429 Secured from General Quarters on Flash
Whit!et

2 July 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto. 0338 Went to General Quarters on Flash
Blue. O444 Secured from General Quarters on Flash White,

3 July 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto. 0340 Went to General Quarters on Flash
Blue and secured at 0430 on Flash White, 1331 Went to General Quarters
on Flash Red. 1349 _Sacured from General Quarters on Flash White.

4 July 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto. O444 Went to General ‘uarters on Flash
Blue, Secured at OL54 on Flash White.

2 July - 7 July 1945 (incl) Zone Minus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto.
8 July 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

2015 Went to General Quarters on Flash Blue., 2051 Secured from
General (uarters on Flash lihite,

J - 11 J b | incl) Zone Minus 00
Anchored at [erama letto.

136570
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Serial O48
CONFIDENTIAL 31 July 1945
Subject: War Diary - (cont'd)
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12 July 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto. 0324 lient to General Quarters on Flash
Blue. Secured from General Quarters on Flash White, at Oz.lg.

13 July 1945 ~ Zone Minus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto, At 1401 went to General Juarters on
Flash Hed. At 1429 Secured from General Quarters on Flash White.

14 July 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

Anchored at Kerama Retto., At O410 went to General uarters on
lash Dlue and secured from General Juarters at 0451 on [lash White.
At 1320 went to General Cuarters on Flash Blue. At 1332 secured from
General (uarters on Flash White, At 1339 underway from Kerama ietto
enroute Hagushi Anchorage, Ukinawa in accordance with orders of SOPA
Kerama Hetto. In company with 5.5. "illiamette Victory; escorted by
PC 584, Commanding Officer, WOODFORD, Convoy Commodore. At 1405 took
departure from Lerama :etto; set course 090° T; speed 12 knots. At 1415
changed course to 065° 1; increased speed to 16 knots. At 1425 changed
course to 058° T. At 1454 changed to course 150° T., returning to Ker-
ama Retto in accordance wvith orders received from SOFA Kerama Retto.
At 1515 changed course to 260° T,, and at 1537 changed course to 265° T.
At 1547 entered channel, on various courses and speeds, to anchorage.
Anchored in Berth K-37, Kerama Retto, at 1624.

15 4 1 - Zone iinus 00

At 0926 took departure Kerama Letto, enroute point "Prophet" to
rendezvous with Convoy (X=-5 14, and to receive further orders from Con-
voy Hscort, in accordance with Secret Uespatch 130433 of July 1945 from
Port Director, Okinawa. In company with 5.3, Williamette Victory; es-
corted by PC 5684, Commanding Officer, WOODFORD, Convoy Commodore.

Set course 101° T, speed 10 knots. At 1057 sighted Convoy OK-5 14 off
port bow. At 1121 received guard mail, containing sailing orders from
U.5.5. RALPH TALEOT (DD 390). At 1154 5.5. Williamette Victory was de-
tached and ordered to report to Convoy Commodore (K-35 li for orders.

PC 584 was detached as escort. At 1211, on various courses and speeds
assumed station in convoy. At 1315 took departure Okinawa, in Convoy
OUK=3 14 in accordance with Confidential 3ailing Urders of Port Director,
Okinawa, dated 15 July 1945 in company with U.S. Navy and Merchant
Vessels. rart of Convoy enroute Saipan; WOODFORD and others enroute
Guam, to break away frou UK-Sl4 upon arrival at point "Crowbar",
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15 July 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00 (cont'd)

110
Convoy Commodore, Com LST Grp./in LST 1004. Commanding Officer, WOODFORD,
Vice-Commodore. Iscort Commander in U,3.5.RALPH TALBOT (DD390). Cours
166° T,, speed 8,5 knots. At 1740 changed course to 123°T., and at 1813
increased speed to 9 knots.

0800 1200
25
128

30

- N
- 00 E

e

16 July 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

At 0630 changed course to 118° T, At 1010 changed speed to 9.5
k.g;’gs. At 1453 changed course to 120° T., and at 2200 changed course to
1 T.

i

N

0800
2 =2 =30 N 2 - 00 23
-00E 131

129 - 37 - 00 E 130

17 July 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

At 0609 changed course to 126° T. At 1126 TS 130, YMS 324 and
YMS 325 joined convoy as escorts. At 1250 changed course to 1180 T,
At 1830 changed to Zone Minus 10 00 (King) time.

Nal3

-0 N
-0 E

0600 1200 2000
22 -59 -00N 2-38-01N 22 -08 - 00N
133 - 02 - 00 F 133 = 31 = 00 E 134 =29 - 00 E

18 July 1945 - Zone Minus 10 00

At 1813 U.5.5, ACHELOUS (ARL 1) dropped out of formation as Ship #.3,
owing to steering trouble, and WOODFORD moved up from position #44 to #43.
ACHELOUS assumed position #65. At 1814 changed course to 126° T, and at
2200 changed course to 130° 7.

0800 1200 2000
2l -05-0 N 20 - L5 - 00 N 20 - 1, - 00 N
136 - 24, - 00 E 137 -0 -0 E 138 - 05 - 00 &
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19 July 1945 - Zone Minus 10 00

At 0634 changed speed to 8.5 knots, and at 0945 changed course to
1260 T, At 1616 changed course to 122° T,

0800 1200 2000
19 =06 - 00 N 18 -38 -00 N 18 =00 - 00 N
139 - 31 - 00 E 140 - 00 - 00 E 140 - 59 - 00 E

20 July 1945 - Zone Minus 10 00

At 0605 in accordance with Com MARTANAS Secret Despatch 190741 of
July 1945, WOODFORD changed destination to SAIPAN, to await orders to
GUAM for discharge of cargo. At 0638 changed course to 127° T. At 1706
convoy made an emergency turn of 45° to starboard, to course 172° T., on
possible sound contact. [Escort AFD 91 dropped two depth charges. At
1721 changed to course 127° T. At 1900 changed course to 1260 T., changed
speed to 8 knots.

0800 1200 2000
ul‘z‘tf‘-%oon 16 =52 - 00N 6=-17-00N
-25-00E 142 - 55 - 00 E 13 = 40 = 00 &

21 July 1945 - Zone Minus 10 00

At 0620 changed course to 1199 T. At 0810, on orders of Convoy
Commodore, Convoy OK-5 14 divided into GUAM and SAIPAN sections. Convoy
Commodore took departure in GUAM Section. Commanding Officer, WOODFORD
assumed duties as Convoy Commodore, SAIFPAN Section. In company with
U.5.Navy and Merchant Vessels, WOODFORD Guide in position #2l. Formed
Convoy in three columns. Escort Commander in U.S.5. RALPH TALBOT(DD390).
At 0837 changed course to 1089 T and at 0845 changed speed to 9 knots. At
0918 sighted SAIPAN, bearing 1000 T, distant 35 miles. At 1107 formed two
columns, ships in column three forming in columns one and two. At 1131
changed course to 0909 T, At 1215 reported arrival of Convoy OK-S 14
SATPAN Section to Port Director, SAIPAN. At 1258 ordered column one to
fall astern of column two, to form a single column for entry into port.

At 1310 changed course to O44° T. Dissolved Convoy and ordered ships to
proceed independently. At 1315 on various courses and speeds, conforming
to channel, and passed between anti-submarine nets at 1340. Then on var-
ious courses and speeds to anchorage. At 1414 anchored in Berth L-36,
SATPAN anchorage.

0600 1200 2000
15-22 -0 N Off SATPAN Anchored in
145 - 00 - 00 E SATPAN Anchorage

=L~
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22 July 1945 - 27 July 1945 (inel) - Zone Minus 10 00

Anchored in Saipan Anchorage.
28 July 1945 - Zone Minus 10 00

At 1933 took departure Saipan enroute Guam, in accordance with
Confidential Sailing Orders of Fort Director, Saipan, dated 28 July 1945.
Steaming independently; no escort provided. Set course 244° T., speed
12 knots. At 2005 on various courses and speeds because of other ship-
ping, At 2133 came to base course 2359 T., speed 12 knots; zig-zagging
in accordance with Plan /19, USF 10 B, At 2140 changed course to 2200 T,

2000
Off SATPAN Anchorage.
29 July 1945 = Zone Minus 10 00

At 0130 passed ROTA ISLAND, abeam to port, distance 26 miles. At
0350 changed course to 186° T., and at 0600 changed course to 1900 T,
At 0737 ceased zig-zagging, set course 156° T., and changed speed to 4
knots. At 0738 reversed course to 336° T., remaining 5 miles off GUAM,
awaiting orders to enter. At 0810 changed to course 1560 T., and at
0828 changed to course 180° T. 0954 reversed course to 000° T. At 1158
on various courses and speeds to anchorage in AGANA BAY, GUAM. At 1512
anchored in Agana Bay.

0800 1200 2000
Off OROTE Enroute AGANA Anchored in
Peninsula BAY AGANA BAY

0J 1 ~ Zone Minus 10 00

Anchored in AGANA BAY. At 2214 went to General Quarters on Flash
Red, and secured at 2232 on Flash White.

31 July 1945 - Zone Minus 10 00

Anchored in AGANA BAY. At 0758 commenced discharging cargo.

ec: CinCPac
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sena: 054 C/0 FLEET POST OFFICE
CONFIDENTIAL San Francisco, Cal.
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From: Commanding Officer

o ¢ Commander-in-Chief, United States [leet.

Subject: War Diary = 1 August to 31 August 1945 (incl) -

submission of.
1 to 1 Inel.) - Zone Minus 10 00

145609

Anchored in Agana Bay, Guam, Unloading cargo of ammunition
into Dukws. Completed unloading cargo at 1410, 13 August, 1945.

14 August, 1945 - Zone Minus 10 00

At 0756 underway from Cuam enroute Saipan, in accordance with
Confidential sailing orders of Port Director, Guam, File No. P.D.G.

2019, dated 12 t 1945.  Proceeding independently, no escort
provided. At came to base course 350° g. > apeg’l'? knots.

At 08l commenced zig-zagging in accordance with Flan #1 of USF-10(B).
Changed course to 0120 T., and at 1140 changed course to O40°. Held
firing practice at various times during the afternoon. Total ammun-
ition expended: 58 round 5"/38 cal. AAC., 902 rounds 40 mm. HEIT-SD,
and 1,510 rounds 20 mm. HET and HEI. At 1457 changed course to 0470 T.
Passed through the anti-gubmarine nets, entering channel to Saipan
.&:olig;zge at 1629, and anchored in Berth L-53, Saipan Anchorage, Saipan
a .

0800 2000
Agana Bay, Guam Otfl%%ga Is. Saipan Anchorage, Saipan.

15 August to 16 August, 1945 (Incl.) = Zone Minus 10 00
Anchored in Saipan Anchorage,Saipan.

1 1 - Zone=10 00

At 0726 took departure Saipan, enroute Leyte, in accordance with
Confidential sailing orders of Port Director, Saipan, dated 16 August
1945. On base course 245° T., speed 12 knots. At 0822 came to base
course 2500 T, Miring practice was held during the morning at vari-
ous times, and the following ammunition was expended: 254 rounds, 4O mm.
HEIT., 42l rounds 20 mm, HEI., and 212 rounds 20 mm, HET, At 1000
changed course to 2250 T., and commenced zig-zagging in accordance with
plan No, 1 USF-10(B). Firing practice was also held during the after-
noon and the following ammunition was expended: 13 rounds 5"/38 cal. AAC.,
78 rounds 40 mm, HEIT., and 760 rounds 20 mm. HEI and HET. At 2200
changed to course 2420 T., speed 16.5 knots.

s



3 Septamber 1945

Serial 054

Subject: War Diary (Cont'd)
0800 1200 2000
off Salpan 1, =42 - 00 N. 13 <37 =00 N
14, - 58 = 00 E. 13 - 39 - 00 E.
18 1945 - Zone 10 00

At 1124, changed speed to 17.2 knots, on course 242° T, At 1513
commenced test firing 5"/38 cal. gun, and secured at 1540, having ex-
pended 2 rounds Mark 40, Mod. 1. At 2020 came to course 269° T. At
2300 changed to zone Minus 0940 time. Zig-zagging was continued this
day also and until arrival at Leyte, in accordance with various zig-zag
plans of USF-10(B). '

0800 1200 2000
12 = 30 = 20 N. 11 = 40= 00 N. 10 = 57 - 00 N.
140 = 57 = 40 E, 140 - 06 = 00 E. 138 -~ 0L - 00 E.

19 August, 1945 ~ Zone Minus 09 40

us

At 0300 changed to Zone/09 20, and at 0500 changed to Zone Minus
09 00. At 0800 changed course to 267° T., and at 1232 came to course
270° T, At 2025 changed course to 267° T.

0800 1200 2000
o YO B ) 10 - 52 - 20 N, 10 - 55 - 00 N.
134 - 25 - 00 E. 133 - 21 - 20 E. 131 - 1, - 20 E.

20 August, 1945 - Zone Mius 09 00

At 1200 ed Dinagat Island bearing 252° T. At 1 sed
Homonhon Island to port, distant one mile; on re 2

cours
to channel. _ At 191 changed course to 302° T., and at 1726 ohl.ngod.
course to 310° T., entering channel to San Pedro Bay, Leyte. At 182}

10 "‘?“ 00 NI 10 "%- n n. In m% m’.
127 -8 -0 E 12 -3 - 20 E.

2 August, 1945 - Zone Mimus 09 00
Anchored in Berth 68, San Pedro Bay.
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23 August, 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

At 1540 took departure Leyte, enroute Cebu, in accordance with

Secret sailing orders of Port Director, Leyte, Serial 1025, dated

23 August 1945. In company with a unit of TransDiv 53, composed

of U.S.S. ROCKBRIDCE (APA 2288, U.3.5, NAVARRO (APA 215), U.S.S.NIAGARA
(APA 87) and U.5,3. WOODFORD (AKA 86). Captain i/, N, Thornton, U.S.N.
ComTransDiv 53, in ROCKBRIDGE. Steaming in single column, ROCKBRIDGE
guide, NAV. , WOODFORD, and NIAGARA, No escort provided. On base
course 149°T., speed 15 knots. At 1631 changed course to 180° T. '
and increased opoed to 16.2 knots. At 2039 changed course to 2356 Te,
and at 2110 changed to course 254° T,

2000
Off Southeast tip of Leyte.

24 August, 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

At 0316 changed course to 307° T,, and at 0405 changed course to
020° T,  Changed ocourse to 035° T., at 0641. At 0705 detached from
formation and changed course to anchorage. Anchored in Cebu Harbor,
CBbu, at o?‘l?t

25 Aupust, 1 - Zone Minus 00

At 0558, underway from anchorage to go alongside Pler 1, Cebu
City, Cebu, and moored port side to north side Pler 1, at 0653. At
1135 commenced loading combat cargo of Americal Division.

26 Awgust, 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00
Alongside Pier 1, Cebu City, Cebu, loading cargo.

27 Awnst, 1945 - Zone Minus 09 00

Alongeside Pler 1, Cebu City, Cebu, loading carge. At 1325 com-
pleted combal loading, having received 2,209 tons aboard. At 1420
underway from Pler to anchorage, and anchored in Berth C-11, Cebu Harbor
at 1513. At 1630, in accordance with ComTransRon 13, Secret letter,
Serlal 0018 of 27 August, 1945; 8 LOM's and 2 LCVF's left the ship,
enroute Boat Pool, Leyte, to make room for 8 Amy LCMés. One officer
and 31 enlisted men manned the boats, and were to return to WOODFORD
upon completion of mission.
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Anchored in Cebu Harbor, Cebu.
0 A h | - Zone Minus 00

Anchored in Cebu Harbor,Cebu. At 1420 embarked a total of
8 officers and 138 men of the Amerieal Division, for transportation.

Wil Fren

1 st. 1 - Zone Minus 00

Anchored in Cebu Harbor, Cebu.

cc CinCPac
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SERIAL! 057
San Francisco, Calif.
CONFYIENTIAL
Froms: Commanding Officer.
To 3 Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet.
Subjects War Diary - 1 September to 5 October 1945 (inecl) -
Submission of,
In - Zone En Period
1 September

Anchored in CEBU HARB(R, CEBU I, Combat loaded for Americal Division,
with officers and men of AMERICAL Division embarked for transportation. 0945
Took departure CEBU I. enroute SAGAMI WAN, HONSHU, in accordance with Landing
Attack Order A7-45 of ConflransGrp BAKER (CTG 33.35 dated 30 August 1945. In
company with T.G. 33.3, composed of TransDiv 53 Temp, (T.U. 33.3.1); TransDiv
51, Temp, (T.U. 33.3.2); TransDiv 35, Temp, (T.U. 33.3.3), and 2 merchant
ships, T.G, 3343 formed in cruising disposition Charlie (NE, in 3 columns;
interval 1000 yards, distance 600 yards. WOODFORD's position #16, sixth ship
in colum 1, attached to TransDiv 53 Temp; CTD 53 Captain W. N. THORNTON in
USS ROCKERIDGE (APA 228). C.T.G. 33.3, Commodore M. O, CARLSON, USN,, in USS
I'L\\RRIS (AP& 2), i. OQTQCQ Hms is g'l.ﬂ.d&- EBOOI'tGd by T.U. 33-3.5; CQT.U.
33.3.5 in USS J. F. CAMPBELL (APD 49). On course 217, speed 8 knots. At
1015 changed course to 206°T, and increased speed to 14 knots. At 1128 changed
course to 1959T. During the afternoon exercised at emergency drills and tac-
tical maneuvers, At 1247 changed course to 115°T. Making passage through
BOHOL Straite At 1451 changed course to 068°T. At 1725 changed speed to 12
knots, At 2129 changed course to 028°T, making passage through SURIGAO Strait.
At 2218 changed course to 000°T,

2 September

At Ol45 changed speed to 10 knots, and at 0157 changed course to 325°T,

to TOLOSA Anchorage, LEYTE, At 0218 changed speed to 12 knots. At 0410
steaming on various courses and speeds approaching anchorage, and anchored
in TOLOSA Anchorage at 0439. At 0728 underway, resuming passage to SAGAMI
WAN, and at O740 assumed station in formation Charlie QNE; came to base

course 118°T speed 12 knots. At 1303 changed course to 028°T, having cleared
SURIGAO Strait. At 1427 made rendezvous with the following ships which

oined the convoy: USS POLANA (AKA 35), USS TRYON (APH 1) and USS GANDY
im: 764). T.G. 33.3 formed in cruising disposition Charlie TWO, in 4 columns,
interval 1000 yards, distance 600 yards, WOOIFCRD in position #16, and HARRIS
retains gulde, T.G. 33.3 now composed of T,D. 53’ Tm; T.D. 51 Tw; T.D. 37
Tactical; and T.D. 35 Temp. At 1431 stopped ard lowered 2 ICVP's into water
to pick up personnel and mail from other ships in Group; hoisted boats aboard
at 1535; resumed st on course 028°T, speed 10 knots. At 1611 increased
speed to 14 knots., At 1630 commenced zig-sagging in accordance with plan #12
of Zig-Zag Diagrams, 1940. This zig-zag plan was also used during subsequent

periods of zlg-zagging, which were put into effect during daylight hours,
150285 &L
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2000
11~-45=00 N
126=47-00 E
September

During the morning various emergency drills were held, including fire,
abandon ship and general quarters drills. In the afternoon and also at night
tactical maneuvers were held. Base course 028°T, speed 1. knots were main-
tained throughout the day.

0800 1200 2000
1U=26=00 N 15-10-00 N 16=37=00 N
128-12-30 E 128-48-00 E 129-41-00 E
September

Steaming on base course 028°T, speed 14 knots. During the morning
exercised at emergency drills, and tactical maneuvers. At 1355 streamed
port and starboard paravanes, and recovered paravanes at 1545.

0800 1200 2000
19-01~-00 N 19-56=00 N 21~21~00 N
131~01~-00 E 131-24~00 E 132-09-00 E
5 September

At 0900 changed course to 021°T, and changed speed to 1l knots at 0910,
Exercised at general quarters and tactical maneuvers in the evening. At 1945
changed course to 026°T. At 2005 changed speed to 10 knots,

0800 1200 2000
23=55=30 N 24~40-00 N 25=54=30 N
133-39=00 E 133-58=00 E 134=25-00 E
6 September

At 0601 changed speed to 12 knots. At 0630 made rendezvous with T.C.
32,1, consisting of USS SALAMAUA (CVE 96) and 3 DEs, T.G, 32,1 joined convoy
as additional escort, maintaining anti-submarine and anti-mine search, Exercised
at tactical maneuvers in the morning. At 2000 changed course to 028°T.
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0800 1200 2000
27=31=00 N 28-18-00 N 29=41=00 N
135-31-20 E 135=49=00 E 136=29=30 E
7 _September

At 0800 changed speed to 14 knots., Held tactical maneuvers during the
morning. At 1701 changed speed to 1l knots, and at 1828 changed speed to
10 knots. At 1845 changed destination to TOKYO BAY, in accordance with CTG
33.3 speedletter 0015 of 6 September, 1945 (CTG 33.3 Order #845). At 1951
changed course to 037°T. At 2005 changed course to OL7°T. At 2215 changed
course to 352°T, coming to base course 317°T in five degree changes.

At 2304
changed speed to 8 knots.
0800 1200 2000
31-42=00 N 32-28-00 N 33=38=00 N
137=-50=30 E 138-14~00 E 139=45=00 E
September

At 0245 steadied on base course 317°T. At 0330 changed speed to 12
knots. At 0339 formed cruising disposition Charlie FOUR in 2 columms. At
0445 changed speed to 6 knots, At 0532 changed course to 000°T, Formed
cruising disposition Charlie FIVE, in single coluum, for passage through
mine swept chammel, At 0735 entered mine swept channel through URAGA SUIDO,
to TOKYO BAY., Steaming on various courses and at various speeds conforming
to chammel, 0909 Entered TOKYO BAY, proceeding to YOKOHAMA Anchorage. At
1055 M, YAHARA, Japanese pilot came aboard; proceeding to Pier A, YOKCHANA,
at 1058, At 1231 moored starboard side to Pier "A", YOKOHAMA, HONSHU, At
1319 commenced unloading AMERICAL Division's cargo.

2 September

Moored starboard side to Pier "A", YOKOHAMA, At 2100 completed unloading.
10 September

Moored starboard side to Pier "A", YOKOHAMA., At 0655 disembarked all

personnel of AMFRICAL Division, At 0713 underway to Anchorage, and anchored
in Berth B-30, YOKOHAMA Anchorage, At 1446 underway enroute Ii:!‘IE,I., in
accordance with Sortie Plan A9-45 of CTG 33.3, dated 10 September 1945, On
various courses and speeds conforming to mine swept channel leaving TOKYO BAY,

Insinglﬁco.l“m in ¢ with oth units of TG 3:
A 2022 cane %o base course 2109, speed 1j k 33.3; distance 1000 yards,

speed 14 knots, on station. TG 33.3 formed
in crulsing disposition Charlie SIX, in 3 colums: TransDiv 53(Temp) in left
colum, TransDiv 37(Tactical) in center colum, and TransDiv 35(Temp) in right

"8 w
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colum, WOODFORD second ship in center column, attached to T.D. 53 (Temp),
CTD 53 (Temp) Captain W. N, THORNTON, USN, in USS ROCKERIIGE (APA 228),
Commodore M. 0. CARLSQN, USN, CTG 33.3 and OTC in USS HARRIS (APA 2)., HARRIS
is guide. Interval 1000 yards, distance 600 yards. Escorted by USS J. E.
CAMPBELL, (APD 49). At 2130 changed course to 205°T, At 2140 changed course
to 235°T, and at 2200 changed course to 205°T,

2000

34=58-00 N
139-23-00 E

11 September

At 0257 changed course to 231°T, speed 1; knots. At 0930 increased
speed to 14,5 knots, At 1000 T.G., 3343 changed destination to OKINAWA, in
accordance with confidential despatch of CTF 32, dated 101302 September,
1945, At 1700 changed course to 251°T; and at 2032 changed course to 235°

Te
0800 - 1200 2000
32-47-00 N 32-11-00 N 31-07-30 N
137-31-00 E 136-43-00 E 134~59-00 E
12 September

At 0830 changed course to 230°T, speed 14.5 knots. At 2000 changed speed
to 13 knots, and at 2130 changed course to 212°T, At 2140 increased speed to
4.5 knots, At 2219 changed destination to LEYTE I,, in accordance with con-
fidential orders of CTF 32 dated 120532 September 1945.

0800 1200 2000
29-30-00 N 28-58-00 N 27wy 2-00 N
132-11-00 E 131-26-00 E 129-55-00 E
13 September

During the afternoon exercised in tactical maneuvers., At 1412 changed

course to 186°T, speed 14,5 knots, During the evening exercised again in tactical
maneuvers.

260 1200 2000
25-22-00 N 24=33=00 N 22~47-00 N
128-11~00 E 127-40-00 E 127-11-30 E

=2
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At 1800 changed speed to 12 knots. At 2103 changed course to 182°T.

, 0800 1200 2000
19-31=30 N 18-40-00 N 16-41~30 N
126-52-30 E 126-44~00 E 126-25-30 E
September

At 1407 changed course to 186°T, speed 12 knots. At 2055 changed course
to 196°T, and at 2105 changed speed to 10 knots,

0800 1200 2000
14~17-00 N 13=24=00 N 11-47=00 N
126=46=00 E 126=30=00 E 126-23-00 E
16 September

At 0256 changed course to 276, entering approved approach track to
SAN PEDRO BAY, LEYTE. At 0615 T.G. 33,3 formed in two colums, and at 064
formed in a single colum for entry to SAN PEIRO BAY, At 0952 went alongside
SS 0.B. SCRENSON to take on fuel, Underway at 1339, and anchored in Berth 219,
SAN PEIRO BAY at 1404,

17 September

Anchored in SAN PEIRO BAY, LEYTE, Underway at 2112 enroute CEBU I,., in
accordance with orders of ComlransDiv 53, dated 171125, September 1945. On
base course 113°T, speed 16,8 knots. At 2240 changed course to 180°T.

18 September

At 0112 changed course to 237°T, and at 0200 changed course to 254°T;
malcing passage through BOHOL STRAIT. At O717 changed course to 310°T. At
0805 changed course to 020°T. At 0949 came to course 030°T. At 1103 anchored
in CEBU ANCHORAGE, CEBU, Underway at 1604, and at 1653 moored to Pier #1,
CEBU CITY, CEBU., At 2000 commenced combat loading for 77th Division.

Se sive.
Moored to Pier #1, CEBU CITY, CEBU, combat loading for 77th Division,
22 September

At 0500 completed loading, having received 2112 tons of cargo aboard.
Underway at 1232, and anchored in CEBU Anchorage at 1523.




23 September
Anchored in CEBU Anchorage.

2% September

Anchored in CEBU Anchorage. At 0610 embarked 15 officers and 183
men of the 77th Division and 543rd Engineers for transportation.

25 September

Anchored in CEBU Anchorage. At 1347 underway, in company with
units of TransRon 13 (T.G. 34.8) to ABUYOG, LEYIE, to rendezvous with
other units of TransRon 13 in accordance with CTR 13 (CTG 34.8) Cruising
Plans and Instructions Al3-45 dated 21 September 1945. At 1403 formed
in cruising disposition Charlie ONE, in 3 colums: TransDiv 53 (Temp)
in left column; TransDiv 37 (Temp) in center colum; and TransDiv 35
(Temp) in right colum; interval 1000 yards, distance 600 yards., WOODFCRD
fifth ship in left column, attached to TD 53 (Temp); CTD 53, Captain W. N,
THORNTON, USN, in USS ROCKBRIDGE (APA 228); CTR 13 (CTG 33,3) Commodore
M, 0. CARLSON, USN, OIC, in USS HARRIS (APA 2). HARRIS is guide., Escorted
by TU. 34.8.5 on course 216°T, speed 8 knots. At 1522 changed course to
206°T, and increased speed to 12 knots. At 1550 increased speed to 13.5
knots. At 1748 changed course to 156°T, and at 1810 came to course 121°T,
making passage through BOHOL Strait. At 1900 increased speed to 14 knots.
At 2000 changed course to 090°T, and at 2137 changed course to 056°T.

26 September

At 0317 changed course to 000°T, making passage through SURIGAO Strait.
At 0423 came to course 340°T. At 0557 on various courses, at various speeds
to ABUYOG Anchorage, and anchored in formation, at 0812. At 1700 underway
in ¢ with TR 13 enroute OTARU, HOKKAIDO in accordance with CTR 13
(CTG 3448) Oruising Plans and Instructions Al3-45, dated 21 September 1945.
At 1740 formed cruising disposition Charlie ONE; on course 105°T, speed 12
knots., At 1818 increased speed to 13.5 knots, At 211, changed course to
065°T, passing through SURIGAO Strait, and at 2308 came to base course 037°T.

2] September

At 1146 changed urod to 4 knots. Made rendezvous with U.S.S. OCONTO
(APA 187), USS FOURNER, USS SUFFOLK (AKA 69), USS OSAGE (LSV 3), USS BETELGEUSE
(AKA 11) and USS MAYO(DD 422); these ships joined Task Group, MAYO screening
ahead. At 1207 increased speed to 12 knots. At 1226 changed course to 090°

T, in an effort to avoid a typhoon. At 1235 changed speed to 14 knmots, During
the afternoon exercised at emergency drills, and exercised at tactical maneuvers
during the early evening: During the night the weather grew worse, and the seas
became more violent, On several occasions rolls of 37° were experienced, but

no damage was caused, inasmuch as the cargo was well secured, and the ship
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battened down for rough weather.

0800 1200 2000
13-01~00 N 13-37-00 N 1~51-00 N
132-30-00 E 133-12-00 E 133-37-00 E
Se A

At 0600 changed course to O45°T. At 1213 changed course to 000°T, and
reduced speed to 12 knots. At 1447 changed distance to 700 yards., This was
done because the turbulent seas made station keeping at 600 yards hazardous.
At 1710 changed course to O45°T, and at 2003 changed speed to 14 knots. The
seas continued rough throughout the day and night, but no damage was caused
thereby.

0800 2200 2000
13-01=00 N 13-37=00 N 1=51=-00 N
132=30=00 E 133=12-00 E 133=37=-00 E
September

At 0914 changed speed to 12 knots, and at 0930 changed to base course
O17°T, resuming course to OTARU, The seas had abated during the morning,

and although occasional rolls of 35° were experienced, a resumption of base
course was feasible.

0800 - 1200 2000

16=50-00 N 17=30=00 N 19=15-00 N

135=45=00 E 136=20-00 E 136=55=00 E
30 September

At 0755 formation closed to 600 yards. Steaming on base course 017°T,
speed 14 knots,

0800 1200 2000
22-08-00 N 23-07-00 N 25-01~00 N
137=49=00 E 138-07-00 E 138-43+00 E




Subjects War Diary (cont'd)

At 0807 changed course to 035°T. At 0945 reduced speed to 8 knots, to
stream paravanes. Increased speed to 14 knots at 1030, then reduced speed to
8 knots at 1055, to recover paravanes, Steaming at 1. knots again at 1146,
At 1447 changed course to Ol1°T., At 1742 sighted SOTU GAN, bearing 330°T,

distant 23 miles.

0600 1200 2000
27=445-00 N 28-18-00 N 29-57=00 N
139-31=00 E 139-55-00 E 140-45-00 E
2 October

Steaming on course 011°T, speed 14 knots. At 0805 USS GRUNDY (APA 111)
and USS OSAGE (LSV 3), escorted by USS BANCROFT (DD 598) left Task Group,

proceeding to TOKYO BAY,

0800 | 1200 2000

32-50-00 N 33-47-00 N 35-43-00 N

141~14~00 E 141~27-00 E 142-08-00 E
3 October

At 0355 changed course to 342°T. At 0857 changed speed o 12 knots,
At 12,7 we began circling to the left, slowly, in 45° changes in course. At
this maneuver and resumed base course 342°T, This circling

1544 we completed
was ordered by Comnmodore Carlson as he awaited further word on storm warnings
relating to a severe storm that was predicted would cross our track, It was
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to 02497, At 2115 sighted KAMOI MISAKT Light bearing 068°T, distance 20 miles,

0800 1200 2000
41-38-30 N 41=30=30 N 43-07=00 N
140-46-30 E 139=51=45 E 139-53=00 E
QOctober

At 0046 changed course to 090°T, speed 1 knots., At 0230 changed course
to 1249T, on prescribed approach track to OTARU Harbor. At 0425 changed course
to 180°T, and at 0505 changed course to 238°T, At 0513 formed disposition for
anchoring, and commenced steaming on various courses and speeds to Anchorage.
Anchored in Berth 45, OTARU HARBOR, at 0619. Underway at 0824, and at 0922
moored starboard side to Pier C-l, OTARU, HOKKAIDO, At 0940 commenced unloading.

(e, oA

Winst

cc: CinCPac
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Fie: axaser A9/WF:phg U. S. S. WOODFORD (AKA-86)

SERIAL! 058 C/O FLEET POST QOFFICE

San Francisco, Calif.

CONFIDENTIAL
From: Commanding Officer.
To : Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet.
Subject: War Diary - 6 October to 4 November 1945 (incl) - Submission
of.
(All Times are Zone m}
£ October

Moored to Pier C-1, OTARU, HOKKAIDO unloading cargo of 77th Division.
Disembarked all Amy personnel during the day.

1 October

Moored to Pier C-l, OTARU, HOKKAIDO, unloading cargo of 77th Division.
At O4L57 completed unloading cargo. At 1257 moved out to berth #45, OTARU
HARBOR. At 2215 underway enroute SAMAR I. in accordance with Movement Flan
AlLi~L5 of ComTransfon 13, dated 7 October 1945. In company with other units
of Transport Unit 34.8.9; CIU, Commodore M. O. CARLSON, USN, inm U.S.S. HARRIS
(APA 2}215 OTC. At 2315 set course 000°T, and at 2342 changed course to 304°T,
.Ped knots.

8 October

At 0021 assumed station in formation Charlie ONE, T.U. 34.8.9 formed in
three columns: TransDiv 53(Temp), (T.U. 34.8.94) in left column; TransDiv 37
(Temp), (T.U. 34.8.93), in center column; and TransDiv X-Ray (Temp), (T.U.
%&”)_n_mm mmwmxmm. _

£ifth .
mh... m. - m 4 -
g U.S.S. ROCKBRIDGE (APA 228). HARRIS is At changed course
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At 0705 changed course to 192°T., At 1226 changed destination to TOKYO
BAY, in accordance with despatch orders of CTF 32, date 090224 October 1945.
At 2205 changed course to 205°T.

0800 1200 2000
39-18-00 N 38-34-00 N 36=44=00 N
A2=21<00 E 142-11-00 E 1414100 E
10 October

At 0118 conmenced steaming on various courses and at various speeds
approaching mine swept channel. At 0755 formed in single column for passage
throusgunim swept channel to TOKYO BAY, and at 1351 anchored in "D" Anchorage,

-

0800

34~49-00 N
139-32-00 E

il October
Anchored in "D" Anchorage, TCKYO BAY.

42 _October

Underway at 0528 in accordance with orders of CTU 8.9, dated 111057
October 1945, resuming passage to SAMAR I. hwmg*&tz'm Flan
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0800 1200 2000
30-55-00 N 29-58-00 N 28-12-00 N
137-11-00 E 137-00-00 E 136-08-00 E
1 October
At 1804 changed course to 217°T, and at 2016 increased speed to 14.5
knots.
92800 1200 2000
25=23=00 N 24~23-00 N 22-26-00 N
136-01-00 E 135-58-00 E 135-31-00 E
i3 October
Steaming on course 217°T, speed 14.5 knots.
0800 1200 2000
20-06-00 N 19-09-00 N 17-42-00 N
133-33-00 E 133-10-00 E 131-59-00 E
16 October
At 0906 changed course to 221°T.
0800 41200 2000
15-18-00 N 14-28-00 N 12-57-00 N il

130-13-00 E 129-34-00 E '128-13-00 E

%%“ a.qnma-
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18 October

Moored alongside USS TRINITY (A0 13) in Berth 69, SAN PEDRO BAY, LEYTE.
Underway at 0633, and anchored in Berth 251, SAN PEDRO BAY at O715.

19 October

Anchored in Berth 251, SAN PEDRO BAY. Underway enroute GUIUAN, SAMAR

I. at 0627, in accordance with orders of CTD 53, dated 190840, October 1945; on
various courses and at various speeds conforming to chanmnel. At 0730 pass

through point "X" and formed unit in single column, in following order: WOODFORD,

su.‘l.do, USS ROLETTE (AKA 99), USS BETELGEUSE (AKA 11) and USS POLANA (AKA 35).
«T.C., Captain Winston in WOODFORD. On course 1100T, speed 1l knots. At

0801 set base course 108°T, lea channel. At 0934 changed course to 1050T

and at 1007 changed course to . At 1031 OTC ordered all ships to proceed

independently. At 1043 took Pilot aboard, and commenced steaming on various

courses and at various » conf to channel, to CALICOAN I. docks,

1238 moored starboard side to’dock #3, CALICOAN I., GUIUAN AREA, SAMAR. Ab 1

commenced loading cargo of 30th and 32nd Construction Battalions.

20 October - 24 October, inclusive
Moored to Dock #3, CALICOAN I., GUIUAN AREA, SAMAR, loading cargo.
25 October

Moored to Dock #3, CALICOAN I., GUIUAN AREA, SAMAR., At 1830 embarked
4 officers and 30 men of the 30th and 32nd @onstruction Battalions. At 2345

completed loading cargo, having received 4456 tons aboard.
26 October

Moored to Dock #3, CALICOAN I., GUIUAN AREA, SAMAR. Underway at 0827,
on various courses and at various speeds, conforming to chamnel. Anchored in
berth A-54, GUIUAN HARBOR at 1004.
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0800 1200 2000
10-55-00 N 10-45-00 N 12-35-00 N
125-39-00 E 126-13-00 E 126-28-00 E
28 October
At 2015 the NAVARRO rejoined the division and resumed station.
0800 1200 2000
126200 & 1265900 & 127-0630 &
ber

At 0936 commenced firing drill, and secured at 1024, having expended the
following ammunition: 2230 rounds 20 mm HEIT, 976 rounds 40 mm HEIT, and 21
rounds 5%/38 AAC. At 2006 changed speed to 13 knots. Changed course to 350°T,
proceeding to HAGUSHI, OKINAWA, in accordance with despatch orders of Port
Director, OKINAWA, dated 280758, October 1945.

2€00 1200 2000
21-00-00 N 21-57-00 N 23-48-00 N
127-26-00 E 127-30-15 E 127-58-00 E
30 October

At 0525 changed course to O00PT. At 0532 changed speed to 14 knots. At
0702 changed course to OO4°T. At 0801 formed in single column; steaming on
various courses and at various speeds to anchorage, and anchored in Berth
H=305, HAGUSHI BAY, OKINAWA.

21 October

Anchored in Berth H-305, HAGUSHI BAY, OKINAWA. Underway at 1546 enroute
TAKU, CHINA, in accordance with orders of CTG 78.l14, dated 302256, October 1945.
In company with other units of TransDiv 37 (Temp), formed in T.U. 78.14.9; CTU
and OTC, Captain R.A. KNAPP, USN, in USS GOSHEN (APA 108). At 1630 formed
cruising disposition Charlie TWO. At 1835 came to base course 2730T, speed 12
knots. At 2042 changed speed to 13.5 knots and at 2050 changed course to 275°T.



At 0003 changed course to 299°T and at OO41 changed course to 322°T. At
1630 Unit formed in single column for passage through mine swept area;
guide, WOODFORD sixth ship in column; distance 600 yards. At 2109 changed
course to 029°T, At 2129 changed course to O0l6°T.

0800 1200 2000
27-53-00 N 28-26-00 N 30-2,,-00 N
124-51-00 E 124-i)y=00 E 1252700 B
2 November

At 021) changed course to 341°T. Changed course to 336°T at 0843. At 1305
changed speed to 13 knots and changed course to 339°T.

0800 1200 2000

32-49-00 N 334200 N 35-19-00 N

125-31-30 E 125-06-00 E 124-21-00 E
3_November

At 0620 changed course to 304°T, and at 0630 reduced speed to 11 knots.
At 0656 sighted SHANTUNG PENINSULA, CHINA, bearing 260°T distance 24 miles.
At 1122 changed course to 297°T. At 1735 changed course to 278°T, and reduced
speed to 10 knots at 1743.

0800 1200 2000

37-36-00 N 38-00-00 N 38-32-20 N

123-06-00 E 122-23-00 E 120-48-15 E
4 November

At 0639 changed course to 270°T. At 0811 changed course to 289°T, and at
0820 increased speed to 14 knots. At 0905 commenced steaming on various courses
and at various speeds to anchorage, and anchored at 1054, in TAKU Anchorage,
POHAI BAY, CHINA,

ce: CinCPac. b~
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From: Commanding Officer.

To Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet.

Subject: War Diary - 4 November to 30 November 1945 (incl) - Submission

of .

L November (Zone -0%900).

At 1054 anchored in TAKU Anchorage, POHAI BAY, CHINA, At 1300 changed
to Zone ~0800,

5 November - 9 November, inclusive !Zone -0800].

Anchored in TAKU Anchorage.

10 November (Zone -0800).

Anchored in TAKU Anchorage. At 1917 commenced unloading cargo of 32nd

n
U.B.s.

11 November - 16 November, inclusive (Zone =0800).
Anchored in TAKU Anchorage, unloading cargo.

17 November (Zone -0800)

Anchored in TAKU Anchorage. At 1630 completed unloading cargo, having
discharged 3600 tons. Underway at 2302 enroute GUAM, in accordance with orders
of CTG 78.19, dated 170815, November 1945. In company with USS ROCKBRIDGE
(APA 2), USS CLINTON (APA 144) and screened by USS NEMIAN (APD 59). Formed
in T.U. 78.13.16; CTU and OIC, Captain W. N. THORNTON, USN, in ROCKBRIDGE,
Formed in single colum in following order: ROCKBRIDGE, guide; WOODFCRD;
CLINTON; NEWMAN screening ahead. Set course 117°T, speed 14 knots, at 2323,

18 November {Zone -08002

At 0021 changed course to 098°T. CLINTON dropped out of formation because
of breakdown at 0052, and received permission from C.T.U. to return to TAXU,
CHINA. At 0720 changed course to 090°T. At 0902 changed course to 124°T. At
1757 came to course 150°T, and at 1905 changed course to 159°T,

0800 1200 2000
38-34~00 N 38-10-00 N 36=56=00 N
120-43-00 E 121-47-00 B 123-36~00 E

154434 =)=



19 November (Zone -0800

At 1237 changed course to 161°T, Came to course 199°T at 1831,

0800 1200 2000
34=01-00 N 33=10=-00 N 31-13-00 N
12),-53-00 E 125-14-00 E 125-50-00 E

20 November (Zone -0800)

At 0900 changed course to 142°T. At 1521 T,U, 78,13.16 was dissolved by
CTU; NEWMAN changed course, enroute HAGUSHI, OKINAWA; ROCKERIDGE changed course,
enroute MANILA, LUZON; WOOLIFORD continued on base course 1420T, steaming singly,
enroute GUAM. At 1554 increased speed to 17 knots. At 1700 changed to zone
-0900 time. Changed speed to li knots at 1810,

0800 1200 2000
28-22-00 N 27-35-00 N 26-16-00 N
124~41-00 E 125-05-00 E 126-21-00 E

Novemb Zone 00
At 0530 changed course to 129°T. Changed to course 125°T at 1200.

0800 1200 2000
24~03=00 N 23-25-00 N 22-16-00 N
128-23-00 E 129-13-00 E 130-59-00 E
22 November (Zone -0900)

At 1208 changed speed to 14,6 knots. At 1843 changed speed to 15 knots,
At 2000 changed course to 124°T, and reduced speed to 1, knots,

0800 1200 2000
20-28-00 N 19-54-~00 N 18-57-30 N
133-20-00 E 134~11-00 E 136-11-00 E
23 November (Zone ~0900)

At 0812 changed speed to 15 knots., anblﬁ‘!nm lt
WWhm-Mﬁ-
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2} November (Zone -1000)

At 0800 changed speed to 1i knots. At 1115 sight GUAM, dead ahead, distance
32 miles, At 1238 changed course to 110°T, and at 1255 changed course to 105°T,
At 1256 increased speed to 17 knots. At 1430 entered channel to AFRA Harbor, GUAM,
and moored, fore and aft, to mooring buoys, Berth 17, AFRA Harbor, GUAM, at 1502,

0800 1200 2000
14=10-00 N 1=39=00 N In AFRA Harbor.
143-30=00 E Ly=14=00 E
25 November - 30 Novemb inclu Zone - S

In APRA Harbor, GUAMN,

cc: CinCPac




History of the U.SnS- {OOTFGRD (J\KA 86)

ded & e s b s e - -

On the fif'th day ol October, 19}.;4, a ship slid-down the ways of the

Jorth Carolina Shi ,n,m.l m* Corpora"lm, ‘Hlnington, :forth Garoline,
ponsored by frs, Ruth ., “cInnis, wife of J. Fre 1t MeTanis, who, at t
iime, was in charge of &ll nritime Commission 3i..pd on the Zast Coast,
the vessel was chricstened "OODFORD, a name given for the Jirst time to
a Havy ship and derived from two counties of that naae, one of which is

located in Kentucky and the other in Illinois.

,00DFORD 4s an L.ssaul{. ship of the type "K\" - Cargo ..ssault, These
ships are the savy!s raswer to the problem of invasion su“;ﬂ; in the vast
areas of the Pacific, For war over Pacific asta-mw, longer-range, harder
hitting attack troop nac surply ships were needsd - in effect, super landing
ships. The result hos been the fomation of the wy!s newest combot toams
Attack Cargo Ships (Kls) ~ud Attack Troop Transports (P.ls).

It is in design, oruipment and function that C0)ICHD differs from
ordinary types of corno iips. She is fast and well aimed; 460 fest in
length and of cbout 23,000 tons when combat loaded, 3he is designed to
steam into war zonoa viih lar;.-quantities of supplement2l supplies, ~mmu-
nition, food, medic~l e uvipment, lizht tanks, ete,, 2nd to discharge her
cargo by means of surll Loots carried aboard, for tronspoit to the beach-
heads - a self-contained wiit of iavasion, .

dth her commissioning on the third of iinrch, 1945, TODFORD becane a
unit of the United Stobes rleet., The ccremony took pliuce at Ficr "J", Todd
ohipyard Corporatioi, ..J';aolcu‘l, llew Jersey. Captiin Ii.‘e‘. ceXittrick, UsN,
Captain of tho Yard, [Har York Huvy Ynrd, acting for tie Comandant of the
Navy Yard, headed thz coumissioning ps.r‘cy vhich included the officers and
nen who were tc form the crew, their families and sjucsts.

After the progp: active Commanding Cfficer o ooy rbed re. «iness to proceed

with ’c.hw conaissioning o the Captain of th. o, the Che plum invoked the
aid of the Almighty for tiie great mission o e the snip was to embork.

"

The-Captain of the Yord thon read his orders oo the Seerctary of the ilavy
nd, in eccordance with thc instruetionz of the T icf of liaval Operatinns,
Urected Ci bain An: t.n A "";I, Usii, to plice U3T CGCDACRD into comnuiscs.on.
Captzin Folk dirccted ool The Colors, The Jack and the Commission Pennant
be hoisted. -

To the strains of Tha Jtar Spangled Banner, this order was carricd out,
The colors were hoisted at the gaff, the jack at the jackstaff, and the
commission pennaat i the truck. OODFORD was in comnissiond

MlLer rending hie orders nd acecepting comnnnd; Coplein Folk ordercd
the xecutive Officor, Clifton °7, lorey, Lieutennt, U, to "Jet thu latehl,
The boatswain's mate piped nnd passed the word, and the Twigator, Thomas T,
Boland, licutenant, Vi, cssumed the first wetch as Oificer of tha Dock,
nd reported to the l':ecr.‘.blvb Officer vhen the 'u.tc:u irnd been set,

#b the time of the co‘mi:zsionmg the erew consisied of tl-l"tj—su' orfic.rs
and 323 ealisted mun, with the following officers zssuming duties as huads of

deportients: [, F. Aliett, uvieut., USH, - First-Liwwtensnty T. 3. Bol-and, Lieut.
USHRY, levigators - a, e "Horrington, Lieut,., U3NR, 4.;_,13991“ g Officary 5. I,
Waggoner', Licut., UG, Tumnery Officer; 5. 0. dovis, Lisub. (J :), USNR,* Corim
munication @fficcry 1. ). Fotou,-Licut. (5C), USLR; 2 :11_" Cfficery 6, A, Tallart

Tk, (13 c), USIR, louienl (Xficcery J¢ Iia lolamimn, "Lu.(j )s UJP‘TL, boat Group
Commander,

-I-
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* VOODFRD!s first trip on the fourth of liarch was & short onc = fronm -
Hoboken to 35th Street icr, Brooklyn, Hew Yorl:, vhere she took on stercs,
fuel, small boats and furtihcr corrissioning allowanccs, Three days later
“OCIF@RD reported for deperming at Bayonne, New Jorsey; ond on the eighth
of larch took on ammmition in Gravesend Bay, Brooklym, Now York. From
tic ninth through the cloventh of March VOOIFRD conducted test tricls in
Loag Island Sound, anchorin~ cach cvening not far-from the home and last
resting place of one vho did so rmch for the Navy, so rmch, in fact, that
whaen selecting a doate for ilavy Day, his birthday wos chosen - Theodore
Rooscvelt, ’

after succcssful campletion of trizls and tosts, “ICOFMD returncd to

55th 8t, T'icr, Brooklin, for the completion of her outfitting in the Now
York arca, ’ 2

tn 14 Morch TCOFMD got underay for Worfolk, Virginia, vhere she
aachored, in Hampton Roads, on the fiftcenth. Until the twenty-third of
liareh, when she entored the Horfolk llavy Yard, Forverouti, Virginia, the
ship underrent shakedoim cxercises in Chesupoake Bay, -4 the completion -
of hor aveilability period at the Navy Yard on the twrentjy=cighth of Mareh,
tiic ship continued with her shakedovm trials. She was assigned a further
availability period ot the Iforfolk Navy Yard on the first of .pril, ond, wvith
the cxception of short tricl runs, she remained thore wntil she reported for
hor first carge at the NMaval Operating Base, Norfollk, Vieginia, tho rinc-
toenth of .ipril, : '

Cn the twenticth of ..pril . Turaek, Licut.(jg), USI®, asswncd the dutics
o2 mavigator upon the detachment of T. E. Boland, Liout., USIR,

Seturday, the fourteonth of .pril, all hands obscrved five minutcs of
silent prayor in memory of the late Iresident, Franklin Delano Rooscvelt,
viao dded on the twelfth of .fril, 1945, and, on the next doy7, as dirceted
07" the Seerctary of tlic lavy, VICCIFMD cormencod a thirty day perlod of
mourning, during which time the Colors were flovm™at hnalf-post,

M the morning of the twenty-cighth of April, TICCIFCLD got underway
Tor Tcarl Harbor, via Tanone, in company with the USS RUIELS (.ID 85).
Camanding Officer WOCIFD was cormander of Ul taslk unit. The passaze
Lo the ianame Canal was without incident o ~ort durdng the carly morning
hours of Hay first iwhen ©iic eseort made o L .und contect, The crow was called
te General Quarters cnd CCCOPMD commcaced cvasive action. The cscort gought .
to dovelop the contact, but lost it and was unable to repoin it,

(n 3 May LUCCIFORD arrived Colon, CeZ., and transited the canal without
svoppinge Tvo dayrs werc spent at Balboa,

Uith three subncrines, RULNER, MORLY, and C.RBT, TJCCIFCRD on the fifth
of Jiay eontinmucd toward Tearl Harbor. Cormander of the task unit wes CO
~WTF@D, and commander of the submardnc group was Commaonder I, H. Bess,

U, in RUNIEER, Daily cizereiscos were held vith the subinrines until they
brske off from the convol® on the fifteenth of Yay., To obscrve the cxercilses,
olficers vicro exchonged betwreen the ship end subnarines at various intervols,
Tiice the subiwrines made MIOLL Tack" attacks, with VICCT(RD omploying all
the cvasive tricks in hor bege The coxercises with the subrarines vwere rue-
weally of sroat benefit.

It was a grateful erow whiech recceived the nows that Iresidont Trunman
hed procledmed the dej of Iy 8, 1945, ns V-5 Doy, onrking the vietorious
conclusion of the war ogainst Germany. ‘hile the stireiag nows wns roceived
aboard JCCOFARD with joy, the Joy was tinged with the thought that, : fter 2ll,
& torrific job still loy chead,

-2-



WOOFQARD reachied Fearl Harbor on 20 May, where the cargo was discharged,
During this period-Lt, }orey was detached on 26 oy and-relieved by Lt, Comds,
Ylarren Ri Langston, USNR, as Zxccutive Officer. 27-loy, the ship moved to
Honolulu, where she to:u: on her first full war load, axrmnition, destincd for
the Tenth Army ot Okinawm, and classed as "High' .rior:!.t}' Cargoe."” Stecaming
singly, VOOIFCRD sct out on 2 Junc for Eniwetok. Two days latcr, however, her
destination was changed to Ulithi, The International Dateline was crosscd on
T Junc, ond one day was lost for the privilege of cntering the realm of the
Golden Dragon. .

Ulithi 4toll was reoched on the fourtcenth of Junc, and the ship remainced
at anchor therc wtil it receceived orders to join convoy UOK 27, composcd of
Navy and merchant’ ships, going to Okinawa, Convoy cormodorc wes I G. Imdlow,
Jr., Captoin, USH, in CROCKRTT (.ifi 148). WOOIFCRD wes diverted again just
before the convoy reached Okinawa, and was orderod %o proccod to Keramz Illetto
to aweit orders for discharge of cargo. No orders wore forthcoming. -VOOIFQRD!:
cargo, that had boen in .,uch a high priority status on lcaving Hawaii, hod
since becomc a drug on the markct,

Thus, with hor ammunition cargo intact, 'JOU/FORD loy at anchor in Koror
ctto for threc woel {.3, from 24 Junc until 15 July, during vhich perioed the
Jf-:Lp went to Genoral Tuartors twenty-onc times b{‘cﬁ"laf‘ of actual or thrcataed
cnenyr atiacks, l.l.lll;', however, & deeision wms rinde to’retire "OOIFMRD Lo the
Mariznes for ultimate unloading at Guan. So, on 15 July, TOODF@D deport:d

Keraun Jctbo without regret, and, off the southern tip of Ckinawe, joined
Convoy OKS~lh,

Seipaon was rcached on 21 July with VOOIFQRD still standing by for ordcers
for the discharge of cargo.

o weck lator thic orders came and TIOODFQRD steomed singly to Guan, icro
she anchored in Agana Exy-on 29 Julye. Unloading of the ammmnition was boin
immcdiatcely by duliis, and, when operations verce CO:.‘.*':]_L.uud on 1 .uzust,
WOODFORD rcturncd to Saipan, ~pain to cvaib orders,

It was thcere, 2t 090C on the fiftca. ' .aust, that YOOTFQRD heerd the
Tresident!s announcoment thet the Japancs: - sonont had agreed to surronger
unconditionally, The complcete triumph liad 1.zl been achieved, Inndinmcniva

reigaede 'histles and sircns sounded in blasts of roucous Jor, drovmdng oub
the glad shouts that went up fronm LJOLS'""‘AL'!J of throats from ships -wx'cs.r*’c.. -
profound 30;,, tenpered it il thanksgiving £illed HICO'GRD!'s Hoart ns the deener,
real neaning of thic oceosion blotted out the initial cxeitement of tho ne p O

able day, That T-ll“lJ"""G.w.l, neartfelt joy, interspersed wdth deep gratitude, s
especially cvident loter in the day when the Captein led the shipls corpani in
a prayoer of thonksgiving and spoke to tham on the moanir 3 of the new peacc.

-

Two days after the Japancse capitulation, WOODFCRD rccecived orders to
procced to Leyhe, and on 17 Jdugust WOCIFCRD's first trip after cessatlon of
hostilitics startod. There was no reloxation of tha f:t'..'. rd, howover. .JLl inndo

b »
had the thought: It still may be a triek. Je  wvo come this far se. 17 it
would be doubly trazic to hawve anything happen cuc €6 lasdby ampvhere, Lo o
was reached on 20 Jugust aftor an uncveuntful raseasc,,

Coincidcnt wiith orders sending VCODFQRD to Leybe, orders wore reeciv d

2/ Gy
dctaching “J00TF QD [ron duby with Cinclac, under whom UOCDFGID hiad beon
3
operating since 27 iiny, and directing that HOOIFGRD report to Corvumpldl”

for duty, This s corplied with and, subscquently, Orders Were Sucecus .-
rcecived and complied with to report as follovss ConlhirdThiliFor, Cordieblu b
Group, CTR 13, CTD 53, 4 ’
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The last two, Commodore ), 0. Carlson, CUSR, 2nd Coptain . N, Thornton,
CTD 53, wore prosent at Loyte, Thus, at long last, and with-a fecling of
happy relici, TOOIFMD becaic a wndt of a transpoit division, and prepared
to fulfill the purposc for which she was desizmod.

WOOIFCRD!s first combat load was taken aboard at Cebu, whither Trousion
13 had proceccded Irom Loytc. The Squadron vms slated to lift the .mericcl
Division and its couipmont and take it to Jopai vhore the Jmerical Divisicn
was to form part of the Tokyo Occupation Forcc,

It was o groat privilege to be able to porticipate in the Tekyo Octuration,
and the thrill cxpericnecd by 2ll hands when, ot 0909, & Soptember 1945, i
WOOIT'GRD entered Tolgo Bay, sms one that could never adequately be deseriled,
There was a2 focling of "This, indoed, is it - This is reaching tho.gesl with

a capitcl G ", -.nd if it happened thet "OCFGRD's ontry into Tokyo Bag- vms
donc the cisy way, it is nonctheless true that .JCOIFRD weo slated to no i dhe
herd way hnd it boen nocessary and stood fully roady to do so,

In tho mrtter of combat loading WOOIFQ) t “:os great pride in ti. fueb
that, despitc tiwc fact that it was her first cigoricnce at corbat loading,
WOOIFORD received & Micll Deac! from her Conriodore ab Ccbu for the loading
and at Yokohama ior the unloading,

Gn 10 Septonber, YCODFORD was again with Treasport Division 53 cnroute
to Leytes For the first time the ship!s conwany enjoyed the lifting of

orkened ship regulations, the abolition of zigzag courses and nedificotion

of other rcstrictions whieli wor had nocessitated. Idke mony London childron
vho had never scon a eity clight until the wer'!s ond, somc of HCCTFMDIs
officers had ncver scon ships lighted up at sca. It was, indced, 2 tearjeriding
signt for cven the older officers to sce for the first time in so meny ;joows
the red, green and white lights, and the blinking sizmal lights with the ~rder
filtcrss ‘hen thetvord was passed, "Now thore :7ill be movies tonight TOTOIND
on mumber 4 hatch®, o mighty yell from 211 honds angirored the loud: spaaler,
"ith the division, the ship nchored in Smn Fedro By, Leyte, ©lI., o the
sixteenth, and debached her first group o7 o1 ~lisible for discharge wnder

the Navy!s point systeri, The noxt day she ¢-3lod ndone to Cebu, I'el,, ther
to comrenee loading her next combat load Lil-rc the avrival of the remcindar

of the division,

Fully coibat loaded with nen and equipment of the 77th Division, TiCOITCRD
sailed with Tronsport Livision 53 on the twenty-fifth of Scptember, with Ctorug
Hokl:addo, Japon, hor destination, to be rcached on the fifth of Octobor. Tiws,
she was carrying her socond illustrious groun of Lighting mon to occupy” Janai,
for the 77th “ivision has won its share of fame the hard wory = battling tiroush
five major invaslons in a poriod of thirbeen montlhs.

«fter cncthcr dmecllent 33b of dnloadingm, VCODFARD, on the soventh of
October began paussage baclk to San Iedro Bay, whore sho complctod her lordstics
on 19 Octobere he then moved over to the N3D doclis ot Calicown, tho Lithlo
island off the southern tip of Samar, and there Zoaded cortain rcar . coinis
of the Third .Am:hibious Corps - the 30th Construction Dattalion and the 37
Spceial Construction Bettalion == for a 1ift to Ticnisin, China,

JOCDFORD saillid with TronsDiv 37 for China ca the 27th of Cetober it ¢
reported to CTG TG0, ot Okinawa on the 30the She lay ot anchor off Horugid,
twenty miles sast of well-rcuenbered Kerama Retfo, ‘witil the 31st, wiea sie
stoamed off into the China Sca as part of TU 78.14.9. Hor serew churned Gl
mddy waboers of the Yellow Sca and the Guli of Iohai and on the Lth of ilovirber
she cachored in 94 fathonms off Taku Bar, thirtcen rdles fron the rud-hut
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villages of Toku and Tangku, which flank the winding, muddy Hai Ho,- Marther
up the river, however, lay the cosmopolitan city of Tientsin, vhere, after
a tiring but wortlwiiile LCI ride, WOODFORD's men sampled the strange com-
minglifg of the Oriental and the European typicdl of Chinats "internationalM
cities, and found the tosterof civilized living, after'the briny waste and
barren sands of the Pacific, very much to thei: liking,

After discharging cargo of the 32nd Specicl C.3., MWOODFORD got underiay
for Guam, departing Tnlku as a part of Task Unit 78,13,18, consisting of
WOODFORD, ROCKBIINGE (APA 228), CLINTON-(\PA 144), with NEWIAN (APD 59) os
escort. CTU was Captoin 7. N. Thornton, CTD 53 under vhom “OODFORD had been
operating for thwree months, Prior to leaving Taku, Cormodore Thornton
addressed the folloviing rumarks to the ship:

"OODFORD has been outstanding in this division in efficiency; in
londing and unloading; cleanliness of shipj station keeping and
toctical. exercises,"

Shortly ftcr departing Talcu, CLINTON developed engine trouble and wes
forced to return to Tolu, The other ships of the unit procecded on their
way until 20 llovember vhen the unit was dissolved ot sea, each of the three
ships going its separcte way. VIOODFORD then proceeded singly to Guam,

WOODFORD nte o mognificent turkey dinner on Thenksgiving Day, while
making way on tiie Failippine Sea. thile the thoughts of many of her men -
turned to the crisp, brown cutumn wenther; the srug joy of fomily reunion,
and other such associntions of the season, a tropicel sun shone brightly
on the indigo se:, and the little silver flying fish sparkling in its ro;s
completed the ~norinly, The ship plowed on -- and onrtihe Z4th of Hovauber
JOODFORD moored fore ond aft to buoys in .ipra Horbor, Guom, M, I.

On the first ol December, WOODIOR) went clongside o dock in the inner

horbor and, on the third, complzted discl. .»-: of eargo., The next moraning,
on the’ fourth of December, WOODFORD ¢ 8% o' licr lines and begon passage to

Sasebo, Kyushu, Japan, for a Tifth !orins _ivision 1ift,

WOCI'TORD stemmed into Sasebo Ko on the e’ th of December and fter
lying at anchor until tlie tenth, she went alon;side & pier and began loading
cargo and personnel of the Fifth larine Jivision for the long voyage home;
her next port-of-call was to be San Dicgo.

D0DFORI s lost nisht =t Shscbo was' in the bYest lollywood thriller
trodition. Intolligonee officers had uncoverasd Jap-ncse sabotage plana which
had "OCIOFORD tabbed for dostruction shortly after nidnisght ——e=. the
anniversary of the Dlonin., The watch was doubled, zuns were iinned, the
searchlights went on, the carbines and tormy-guns were broken out, The
cost of the all-aight vigil was happily no more, however, than a loss of
sleep for all hands; not a shot wos fired nor o szbotewr discovered,

At 1100 the next morning, the fourteeath of December, 00DFORD, vith a
"Homeward Bound" pennant ot the gaff and all hLier diwvisions, in blues, lined
up in military formotion on the port side, stood out to sec to begin the
6047-nile passage to San Dicgo, Cnlifornia,

o s
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