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IN REPLY

REFER TO:

AKAGO/A12-1/rg U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
["leet Fest Office

CONFIDENTIAL San Irancisce, Calif,

JAR DIARY U.S.5. WHITESIDE (AKA=90). Zene (=)7 Entire lMenth.
11 September 1944,

The U.S.8. WHITESIDE (AKA-90) was placed in cemmissien at Oakland, Califernia at
1400 this date at lloore Dry Deck Cempany building yard. The ship was accepted by
the Laritime Comuission, and turned ever by that Commuissien te the Navy Department.,

The cenditien ef the ship when her acceptance trials were cenducted by the lari-
time Commission en & September 194k, is described in the "Sub=Deard ef Inspectien
and Survey, Office of Assistent Industrial Manager USN, Ferry Puilding, San Francisce,
California, letter {ile AKAGO trials and inspectiens, dated 7 September 1944 to
President, Beard ef I and 8, lavy Department, iashin;ten, D.C,

At 1600, proceeded te Naval Supply Depot, Oaklend, Califernia fer loading steres,
11-16 September 1944,

Lozded fitting-cut steres, wmmunition, fuel and provisiens, Testing machinery and
equipment, Underway 1700, 16 September 1944, te lerthside Pier #31, San Francisce,
California,., Depermed and Degzussed between Piers 31 and 33.

17-21 September 1944,

Calibrated SG radar, Hadie ond direction finders; cempensated beth magnetic com=
passes; testing machinery and equipment; exercised at general drills,

22=-21, September 1944,

Underway 22 September 1944 independently te San Fedre, California for shakedewn
training, Inroute, held full power trials including backing test; deep sea tests eof
anchor gear at sixty (60) fathoems each anchor; steering tests; test fired all 20mm
quns znd LOmm guns. Aleduced visibility prevented firing 5"/38 guns.

2L, September 1944,

arrived San Pedre, Califernia; reperted te Cemmander, San Pedre Shakedewn Greup
for (hity-
25=30 September 1944,

At San Pedre, Califernia cenducting shakedown exercises duily underway, training
persennel and testing material, in accerdance with erders frem Commender, San Pedre
Shakedewn Greup,
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IN REPLY
REFER TO:

AKA90/A12-1 |
Serial No. 03. U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,
1 November 1944.
ONFID
From: The Commanding Officer,
To: The Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet
and Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department,
Washington, D.C.
Subject: U.S.S, WHITESIDE (AKA=-90); War Diary for month of
October 1944.
Reference: (a) PacFleet Conf. 1ltr. 2CL-i4.
Enclosure: (A) Subject Diary - herewith.
1. Enclosure (A) is forwarded in accordance with reference (a).
m&&ﬁp S
cc:CincPac.

91369



IN REPLY
REFER TO:

AKA90/A12~1/rg
U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,
CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90), Zone (=)7 Eantire Month.
1-10 October 1944,

At San Pedro, California, continued shakedown exercises, underway practically
everyday training personnel and testing material in accordance with orders, of
Commander San Pedro Shakedown Group. Exercises included fueling at sea; passing
mail at sea; streaming paravanes; firing all guns at surface and air targets; de-
termination of tactical data at various rudder angles and runs at varlous speeds
over measured mile off Point Fermin. On the nights of 2nd-3rd October 1944 and
3rd=4th October 1944, participated in division tactical exercises in company,
01C, ComTransDiv 41 embarked in the U.S.S. OIMSTED (APA-188).

10 October 1944.

Reported to Commander Training Command, Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet. Under-
way independently 1832 for San Diego, California, Arrived daylight, 11 October 1944.

12 October 1944.

Inspected by Staff of Commander Training Command, Amphibious Forces, Pacific
Fleet. 1600 reported Commander Ship Training Group, Training Command, Amphibious
Forces, Pacific Fleet; then, underway for Oceanside, California; arrived 2358.
Conducted Amphibious Training Exercises off Oceanside, California 13-16 October 4
1944; off San Diego, California 17=19 October 1944; off San Clemente Island 20-21
October 1944; and again off Oceanside, California for final exercises during period
22-26 October 1944. Amphibious exercises included ship to shore movement of land-
ing boats (landing and retracting), firing the boat guns at surface and air targets;
handling combat cargo during the day and at night with ship darkened. Conducted
night tactical exercises on 16~17 October 1944 with U.S.S. CECIL (APA=96), OTC;
and 25-26 October 1944 with U.S.S. WHITLEY (AKA-91), Commanding Officer, U.S.S.
WHITESIDE (AKA-90), O1C,

26~31 October 1944.

Underway 1200, 26 October 1944 for San Pedro, California. Arrived 1600; reported
Commander Naval Drydock, Terminal Island, San Pedro, California, for post shakedown
availability in accordance with ComPhibsTraPac Orders of 23 October 1944.

Due to reduced visibility during the entire month of October 1944 off Los Angeles-
San Diego Area, the radar, RDF and fathometer were used very advantageously.
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AKA90/A12-1 : fip/

Serial: 0110

Ui Su Sl iIHITESIDE (MA-%) E .. | »
Fleet Post Office =
San Francisco, Calif,

L, December 19414

CONFIDENTIAL

From: The Commanding Officer.

To: The Commander in Chief of the United States [leet and Chief of
Naval Operations, Navy Department, Viashington, D.C.

Subject: UuS.Se WHITESIDE (AKA=-90); VWar Diary for month of November 1944,

Heference: (a) PacFleet Conf. ltr. 2CI=i4.

Enclosure: (A) Subject Diary, herewith.

1s Enclosure (A) is forwarded in accordance with reference (a).

A .

C. P. WIOODSON

CCs
CincPac,
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AKA=90/A12-1
U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90).
1-6 November 1944, Zone 4 7 time,

Undergoing post shakedown overhaul at Naval Drydocks, Terminal Island, San
Pedro, California, 6 November 194/ anchored San Pedro Harbor, California,
berth B7, Received FFT Pearl Harbor the U.S5.5. CHOTAUK, IX 188, detail of 6
officers and 61 men.

7 November 1944.

Underway 0801, 7 November 1944 for San Francisco, California, Arrived, 1145,
8 November 1944; moored to pier 48B, San Francisco, California. ileported to
Port Director for loading.

8-15 November 1944,

Heceived miscellaneous cargo aboard at pier 48B, loaded day and night by com-
mercial stevedores under supervision of Port Director's representatives, San
I'rancisco, California.

16=17 lovember 1944,

Underway 0603, 16 November 1944; moored 0835, 16 November 1944, to Farr Ter-
minal No. 4, Hichmond, California. eceived ammunition and explosives aboard
16-17 November 1944, which was loaded by stevedores day and night.

18-24 November 19Ll.

Underway 0736, 18 November 1944; compensated magnetic compasses in San Fran-
cisco Bay; 1140 passed under Golden Gate Bridge enroute to Pearl Harbor, T.H.,
through points prescribed by routing cofficer, liestern Sea Frontier, until div-
erted due to new submarine operations in area through which we were originally
routed, :

2L, November 1944,
Arrived Pearl Harbor, T.H, at 1507; moored at Berth M3. 1930 began discharg-
ing cargo day and night using Naval Constructiocn Battalion units operating under

jurisdiction of Freight Office., lieported to Administrative Commander, Amphib-
ious Forces, Pacific Fleet, for duty.

24=30 November 1944, Zone 4 9% time.,
Unloading miscellaneous carge at Berth 13, Pearl Harbor, T.H., using Naval
Construction Battalion personnel. Z

(A) -1-




AKA=90/A12-1
U. S¢ S« WHITESIDE (AKA-90)

Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S.S. VHITESIDE (AKA=90).

8 a.m., noon and 8 p.n. positions were as follows:

DATE 0800 1200
November Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude
7 34°05'N  119°13'30"N

2 37°4LO'N 122051 W
18 37051'N 122241 L5 37°4L5130"N 122°391 40"
19 359381 30" 128%05' 30" 35917\ 129°10'W

20 33016'30"N 135°03'W 33°lh'N 136%12'W
21 33°18'30"N 14,2°42'W 32%38'N  143°35'30"W
22 28057'N  146°49"W 28005'N  147°41'30"W
23 25°00' 30"N 151%26'W 24°29'N 152°30'W
24 219421 30"N 156%,1'u 21013'h5"N 157°43'17"w

2000
Latitude Longitude

35%11'N 121°%17wW

369511 20m  124°30'W
34,°20'N 131921 "W
33°19'N 138%49 "W
31°%4'N 144033
26°55'N 1490021
23%34130"N 1540081 20"

(\%t\} e—r—
C. P. WOODSON




AKA=90/A]2-1
Serial: O1

U, S, S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90
Fleet Post Office
San Francisce, Calif,

6 January 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

From:
To:

Subject:
Heference:
Inclesure:

1.

CCs
CincPac

101261

The Commanding Officer.

The Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet and Chief of
Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washingten, D.C.

U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90); War Diary for month of December 194,
(a) PacFleet Confidential Letter 2CL-4l.

(A) Subject Diary, herewith,

Encleosure (A) is forwarded in accerdance with reference (a).

XN e




AKA=90/A12-1 . .

U. 5- S. NHITHISIDEI (A.i\.ﬂ."‘%)
Fleet Post Office
San Franeisce, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S5.5. WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
1 December 1944,

Completed unleading cargo at Pearl Harbor, Cahu, T.H., which was loaded in San
Franeisco, Calif, during month of November 19.44.

2-5 December 194k,

leored te buoys in Pearl Harber, T.H.
6=9 December 194,

Participated in amphibious training exercises in Maalaea Bay, Maui, T.H. in com=

with U.S.S. BAYFIELD (APA-33), (with Commander Transport Squadron 15 embarked,

OTC), U.S.S. SIBIEY (APA-206), U.S.S. SHOSHONE (AKA=65), and U.S.S. BERRIEN (APA-
62); tactical exercises each night, with ships darkened except for dimmed side
running lights; nermal cruising formation, line of division guides; this vessel's

position was astern U.5.5. SIBIEY in pert column., On 6 December and 9 December
the above vessels fired AA practices at towed sleeve,

9 December 1944.
Entered Henelulu Harber, Oahu, T.H.

10 December 1944,

loaded training combat carge (Army material).
11-16 December 1944,

Participated in amphibious training exercises with U.S5.5. BAYFILLD (APA-33)
(with Commander Transpert Squadren 15 embarked, OTC), U.S.S. SHOSHONE (MLA-65S,
U.S.5. SANBORN (APA-193), U.S.S. SIBLEY (APA-206), and U.5.S. SANDOVAL (APA-194)
including actual landing at Maalaea Bay, Maui, T.H. of 390th regimental combat

team with equipment; tactical exercises each night, with ships darkened except
dimmed side running lights; nermal cruising formation as for previous exercises,

13 December 1944,

While following astern U.S.S. SIBLEY, in Maalaea Bay, at 1921 local time, form-
ing up for normal cruising formatien, in cempliance with signal frem OTC, this
vessel and U.S.S. BAYFIELD collided, the stem of the BAYFIELD penetrating the

-1~ Enclosure (A) 2
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AKA=90/A12-1 . .

U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisce, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U,S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90)

starbeard side of this vessel at frame 51 (#2 hold, forward half only) for a dep-
th of approximately six (6) feet, No injuries resulted on either ship; there was
no spread of damage; the forward half enly ef #2 hold deep tank flooded, Ancher-
Maalaea Bay. Shored damaged area and installed bulkhead te minimize entrance of
sea while enroute to Navy Yard, (Report of cellision was made by C.0. WHITESIDE
ltr., AKA=90/L11-1, serial number 113, dated 15 December 1944 to CominCh via off=-
icial channels, A beard of investigation convened on beard the U.S.S. BAYFIELD
en 21 December 1944, by erder of Transpert Squadron Fifteen to inquire into the
collision),

1/, December 1944,

Participated in landing of 390th regimental combat team, including troeps and
supplies, at Maalaea Bay, Maui, T.H, Centinued improving repairs te damaged
hull structure caused by the cellisien,
15=16 December 194l.

HReloaded troops and equipment of RCT. 2045 underway for Honelulu, Oahu, T.H.,
escorted by YNS-386, Arrived 0700, 16 December 1944, Debarked trocps and un-
loaded training combat carge (Army material),

17 December 1944,

Shifted berth from Honelulu te Pearl Harber, Oahu, T.H.

18=2) December 1944,

Awaiting availability of drydock to effect repairs caused by cellision on 13
December 1G4,

24=31 December 194,
In #k drydock, Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T.H., undergoing repairs.

-2= Enclosure (A)



AKA=90/A12-1 t ’

Ues Se S, WHITESIDE (A.KA-‘?O)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisce, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA~90)

8 a,m,, noen and 8 p.,m, positions were as fellows:

DATE 0800 1200
December Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude
6  21°19'N  157°58.3'W 20°55' 15" 1579401 30"
7 20%43'30"N 156°31'03"W

8  20°%0'8"™W 156°31130"W 20°L1VLMN 1569321 6m
9 20°44.2'N  156%31'W 20°44.2'N 156031
11

12

13 20°410 156931 .21 20°L1MN 156°31,2'W
16 21°17130"N  157°53'W
17 21°18105"N 157°57'35"W

2000
Latitude Longitude

20°38,5'N  157°13.5'W
20°%221N 156%28,6'

20°32,3'N  156°29,5W
21%12my 157%551

20°39130mN  156931.8'W
20°39130MN  156°31106M

Enclesure (A)




AKA=90/A12-1
Serial: 08

¢ ." g,

U. Sc S- JHITEISIDE (:‘\hf\-go)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif.

11 February 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

From:

To:
Subjeet:
Reference:
Enclosure:

1.

CCe
CincPac

The Commanding Officer,

The Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet and Chief of
Naval Operations, Navy Department, Vashington, D. C.

U.5.5. WHITESIDE (AKA-90); War Diary for month of January 1945,
(a) PacFlest Confidential letter 1CL-45.

(A) Subject Diary, herewith,

Enclosure (A) is forwarded in accordance with reference (a).

Cop. WooDsoNT

107165
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AKA=90/A12-1 . .

Us S, S, WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U,S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90), U.S. Pacific Fleet, Task Force 51, Task Force
53, Transport Squadron 16, Transport Division 46,

1-8 Jaruary 1945. Zone time plus 93,

Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, undergoing repairs., Yard repainted exterior of ship
solid blue color (measure 21) over prior cecating (measure 32).

9 January 1945,

Adjusted deguassing system at deperming station, due te change in magnetic prop-
erties of steel used in repairing starboard side of ship at frame 51,

10 January 1945.

Compensated magnetic compasses scuth of Oahu Island, T.H.
11 January 1945.

Berth C-5 Pearl Harber, Oahu, T.H.
12-18 January 1945,

Participated in amphibious training exercises (ComPhibsForPac Training Order A29-
LL) with Transpert Squadrons 15 and 16, and supperting forces, off liaui and Kahoo=
lawe Islands, simulating assault landings, CTF 51, Vice Admiral H. K. TURNER, U.S.
Navy, Commander, Amphibious Force, Pacific Fleet, OTC, Fired AA gunnery exercises
at towed sleeve on the 12th and 18th of January 1945 enrcute to and returning from
Maui, Tactical exercises, with ships darkened, were held each night except 13th
and 15th January 1945, Transport Squadron 16 operating independently of Transport
Squadron 15 for these exercises, CTF 53 (Rear Admiral Harry . HILL, U.S. Navy,
Commander, Amphibious Group 2, U.S.S. AUBURN flagship) OTC. Normal cruising dis-
position, line of division guides, four (4) coelumns, with inner and outer screen;
this vessel's position being number 3 in port column, temporary Transport Division
27. Anchored Lahaina fioads and Maalaea Bay, laui Island, T.H., nights 13-14, and
15-16 respectively. 18 January 1945 moored VWest Loch, Pearl Harbor, Oshu, T.H,

19-21 January 1945,

Loaded cargo ammunition, 600 rounds 8 inch projectile and powder, and replenishe
ed ship's ammunition supply.

Proceeded Honolulu, Oahu, T,H., berth 28,

-1 - Enclosure (A)
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AKA=90/A12-1 . .

Ues S¢ 8. WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
Fleat Pest Office
San Francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90), U.S. Pacific Fleet, Task Force 51, Task Force
53, Transport Squadron 16, Transport Division 46.

22=26 January 1945.

Loaded 2250 tons combat cargo, and personnel consisting of ten (10) officers and
129 enlisted men.

27-31 January 1945,

Inderway, in accordance with Commander, Amphibious Force, Pacific Fleet, operat-
ion plan, A25=4l4, with Transport Squadron 16 to Eniwetok, following astern Trans-
port Sauadron 15, in same cruising disposition as for training exercises 12-18
January 1945 aforementioned., On 27 January 1945, fired AA gun practices at towed
sleeve with Transport Squadron 16, On 31 January 1945, fired AA gun practices at
drone with Temporary Transport Division 27,

The expenditures of ammunition for training purpeses were as feollows:

DATE
January 5n38 4O M 20 MM
12 4 rounds AA common 296 rounds HET 918 rounds HEI and HET
18 7 rounds AA common 738 rounds HET 1057 rounds HEI and HET
27 11 rounds AA common 400 rounds HET 930 rounds HEI and HET
31 None 316 rounds HET 1509 rounds HEI and HET

Zone times were changed as follows:

DATE
January From To
27 Zone time plus 9% Zone time plus 103
29 Zone time plus 10 Zone time plus 11
30 Zone time plus 11 Zone time plus 113
k11 At 2370 crossed 180th Meridian at Latitude 16° 46,5' N traveling

west, Time advanced 24 hours.

- - Melesure (L)
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AKA-90/A12-1 . .

U. S. S, WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif.,

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U,.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)

8 a.m., noon and 8 p.m. positions were as follows:

DATE 0800 1200 2000
January ILatitude Longitude Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

12 21°01'N 157°55.8'  19%41'N 157933

13 20044 156°38109™y

1 20%504mN 15640104  200LL1N 156°36'06"F  19°36'N 157903 'W

15  20°%u1 40N 15693711y

16 20046'N 156°30'W 19%42'N  156°53 "W

17 19°48.30'N 157°211W

18 21%81,5m 1570571 50m0

27 21°12130"  157°55'30"0  20°22,3'N  159°19'W

28 19943.9'N 161927 19°42,30'N  162%02'45"0  19%40'N  163°53'30"W

29 19%25'N 166°161W 19°21,8'N  167°00'W 19%0'N  168°%571r

30  18%38w 171%22'W 18°311K 172°19'W 18°%07'N  174OL4'W

31 17°19'W 176%2,5%  17°18.5'N  177°33.5'W  17°0'N  179°13'W

“3e Enclosure (A) _ #
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AKA-90/A12-1
Serial: 015

UuS.S. meBIDE (m-go)
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

23 Harch 1945.

CONFIDENTIAL

From:

To:
Subject:
Reference:
Enclosure:

1.

cc:
CincPac

The Commanding Officer.

The Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet and Chief of
Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D.C.

U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA=$0); War Diary for month of February 1945.
(a) PacFleet Confidential Letter 1CL-45.

(A) Subject Diary, herewith.

Enclosure (A) is Forwarded in accordance with reference (a).

(::gg&;gh;r‘ N —

112660




U.5.5. WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S.S5, WHITESIDE (AKA=90), U.S. Pacific Fleet, Task Force 51, Task Force
53, Transport Squadron 16, Transport Division 46,

2-5 Pebruary 1945. Zone time plus 113.

Underway enroute Honolulu, Oahu, T.H., to Eniwetok, Marshall Islands, in company
with Transport Group ABLE, in formation, line of Division guides, 4 columns, with
inner and outer screen, this bessel's position being number 3 in the port column,
temporary transport division 27; Transport Group ABLE following 20 miles astern
Transport Group BAKER, in accordance with ComPhibsForPac OpFlan A25-4L.
5=-6 February 1945. Zone time mirus 1l.

Fueled and provisioned at Eniwetok.
7=11 February 1945, Zone time minus 10.

Enroute Eniwetok to Saipan, larianas Islands, in same formation as indicated 1-5

February, above. Fired AA gun practice on 7 February 1945, in company with Comman=
der Transport Squadron 16,

11 February 1945.
Arrived Saipan, Marianas Island Group.
12-13 February 1945.

Participated with Task Force 51 in dress rehearsal of assualt landing off Tinian
Island.

14=15 February 1945.
Provisioned at Saipan.

Enroute Saipan to Iwo Jima, Voleano Islands, via routes prescribed by ComPhibsFor
Pac OpPlan A25-44. During the cruise from Honolulu, Oahu, T.H., to Iwo Jima no actual
sighting of enemy surface vessels were made by this Command. However, reports of
sightings of periscopes and sound contacts were received from other vessels, Thile
enroute from Honolulu, Oahu, T.H., to Iwo Jima, participated with TransGroup ABLE
in tactical exercises, gunnery exercises, paravane exercises, radar tracking and
simlated air attacks; dawn and dusk alerts were held daily including damage control
and casualty problems,




-~
' & &
UuS.5. WHITESIDE (AKA~90)

c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

19 February 1945. (D Day)

Arrived Iwo Jima as a unit of TransGroup ABLE, As TransRon 16 approached transport
area ABLE, TempTransDiv 27 and TransDiv 46 slowed speed so that leading ships of these
divisions tock stations abeam the last ship in column of TransDivs 48 and 47. The
lowering of WHITESIDE'S boats and their reporting to transports U.S.5. HOCKING (APA-
121)’ UsSeSe DEUEL (APA-].&), U«SeSe DARKE (APA"'159)’ and U,5.5, TOLLAND (AKA—&;) for
landing of the landing force was in accordance with plan. Twenty-one (21) boats from
this vessel all that were assigned, landed their personnel and cargo on the beach,
under heavy mortar and machine gun fire, at scheduled time. There were no casualties
to this Command.

20-22 February 1945.

Delivered 800 rounds 8" HC ammntion to U.S.S. TUSCALOOSA (CA=37) at Iwo Jima,
23-26 February 1945,

Furnished landing boats (LCMs) to assist unloading other transports. Delivered
150 rounds 5"38 ammo to destroyers; receiving empty ammo containers. From 20-26

February inclusive retired each night. Enemy air raid warnings were received frequently
but no planes singled out this ship as a target.

27-28 February 1945.
Unloading combat cargo at Iwo Jima,
The expenditures of ammunition for training purpose were as follows:

DATE
February 5138 4O M 20 WM
7 5 rounds AA common 346 rounds HET 1625 rounds HEI and HET

Zone times were changed as follows:

DATE
February From To
F 2 Zone time plus 11} Zone time minus 113
5 Zone time minus 114  Zone time minus 11
9 Zone time minus 11 Zone time minus 103
10 Zone time minus 103  Zone time minus 10

Dropped 1 February due to crossing International Date Line.

-2~ Enclosure (A) 3




(RS

U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
CONFIDENTIAL
WAR DIARY U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)

8 a.ms, noon and 8 p.m. positions were as follows:

DATE 0800 1200 2000
February latitude Longitude latitude  lIongitude  latitude  Longitude
2 16%s8'N 178%22,5'E  15957'N 177°15'E 15%291N 175%331E
3 W01 172°531E 14°33,5'N  172°03'E 14°05'N 170°%08'E
L 13%3'N 167°25'E 13°06'N 166°37.5'E  12°1715"N  164°59'E
5 11°36'N 162°49'E
6  11°36'N 162949'E
7 1193115 162°18130"E  11°31'45"N 162°18'30"E 11904 'N 162°03'E
8  11950'N 159°33'E 11%58'N 158°481E 12°15,5'N  157°12'E
9 1298y 154°43'E 13°00'N 1539381E 13°19'N 152°14,5'E
10 1392 1496 E 140021N 148O49'E  14C12,5'N  L4TO4L'E
16 15921'30"N 145%1'E 15921'30"N 145901'E
17  16°18'N 1420431 E 17°01'N 143°05130"E  18907'N 14195918
18 20°13'N 147942130"E  20%581N L2171 E 21°930N 1429031 E
19 24937'N 141°21'E 2,038155"N  141°19130"E 24°34'N  141°30'E

Dropped 1 February due to crossing International Date Line

3= Enclosure (4) 4
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Serial: 018

U. 5. 8, WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Fost Office
San Francisco, Calif,

CONFPIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S.S, WHITESIDE (AKA-90), U.S. Pacific Fleet, Task Forces 51, Task Force
53, Transport Squadron 16, Transport Division 46.

1-5 March 1945. Zone time minus 10.

At Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, discharging combat earge and persennel, Received
178 persennel casualties aboard on 4 March 1945, At 0003, 5 March 1945 completed
unloading carge (2164 tons) and personnel (10 officers, 129 enlisted).

5-7 Yarch 1945, Zone time minus 10,

At 1800 K, 5 March 1945, proceeded to Guam, Marianas Islands, with the following
vessels: U,.S.5. CALLAVAY (APA-35), with Commander Transport Division 33 embarked,
OTC, U.S.8. O'HARA (APA=90), U...5. FELAND (APA-11), U.S.S5. FREDERICK FUNSTON (APA-
89), U.S.5, ALHINA (AKA-9), and U.5.S. GEORGE BADGER (APD-33) screening vessel;
arrived 0916, 8 March 1945,

8 March 1945, Zone time minus 10.
Delivered one hundred eighty-eight (128) personnel casualties to U.3. Naval Hos-

pital, Guam, Marianas Island; delivered special consignment officer messenger mail,
and approximately 30 tons empty ammunition containers to Guam.

9-16 March 1945,

Underway 1800, 9 March 1945 in company with above vessels to Tulagi, Florida Is-
land, Solomcn Island Group; arrived 1305, 16 'arch 1945. Fired AA practice with
above vessels at towed sleeve on 16 lMarch 1945.

17-19 March 1945. Zone time minus 11.

1147, 17 March 1945, underway in company with the following vessels to Lspiritu
Santo, New Hebrides Islands: U.S.S. TOLLAND (AKA-64), SOPA, U.S.S. YANCEY (AKA-
93), U.S.5. STOKES (AKA-68), U.5.S. CARTARET (APA-70), and screening vessels U,S.
S. BRADY (DE~4L5, and U.S.5. ZAILS (DE=-306); arrived 1732, 19 March 1945. Began
loading combat cargo and personnel.
20=24 March 1945. Zone time minus 1l.

At 0400, 22 March 1945 completed loading ship with combat cargo, 1682 tons, for
27th Division, 10th Army.

-1- Enclosure (A) Z
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Serial: 018

U. S. S, WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

CONPIDENTIAL

24 Yarch 1945.

Completed loading army personnel, 9 officers and 172 men.

25=31 Yarch 1945, Zone time minus 11.

0650, 25 March 1945, underway in company with Task Group 5l.3, Commander Trans-
port Squadron Sixteen (16), embarked in U.5.8. CECIL (APA-96) OTC, to Ulithi, Wes-
tern Caroline Islands Group. On 25 March 1945 fired AA gun practices Ceorge,
Charllie Tare and How with Task Group 51.3.

fhile at Iwo Jima, there were numerous air alerts, but no enemy plane singled out
this vessel for attack. Smoke (fog) zenerators and smoke floats used together were
very effective in covering the ship, except in presence of strong winds. ZLnroute
Iwo Jima to Espiritu Santo and subsequently to Ulithi, no actual sighting of enemy
surface vessels was made by this Command. Several reports of sound contacts were
received, and evasive measures taken; but none was positively determined to be a
submarine, Dawn and dusk alerts were held daily, ineluding damege control and cas-
ualty problems.

The expenditures of emmunition for training purposes were as follows:

DATE
larch 5138 40 101 20 M
16 25 617 4122
25 9 380 820

Zone times were changed as follows:

DATE

Varch From To
12 Zone time minus 10 Zone time mirus 11
3 Zone time mirnus 11 Zone time mimus 1T}

-2- Enclosure (A)
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CONFIDENTIAL
WAR DIARY U.S.S, WHITESIDE (AKA-90)

8 a.m,, noon and 8 p.m. positions were as follows:

DATE

0800

March Latitude

1

0 0 N o0 W W

10

E

8 8 3 R

Longitude

24°L4L116"N  141°18111ME

21°57'N
17°37'N
139281\

11°26'N
06°47'N
02°56,5'N
0001 'N
02°26's
05°3118

0893512018
09°05140"s
11°351001s

15°1918

159361458

11°54's
08°191's
05°23's
01°591s

1%L 'E
143°15'E
LL°34'E

143°21'E
143°11'E
14,5°28'E
149%03'E
152°51'%
156°531E
160°07'E
160°10126"E
162°08100"E
166°07.5'E
167°16115"%
164°54130"E
161°49'E
158°12'E
154°43'E

1200

Latitude

24°4L6131 MY

21°16'N
16°56'N
13%27118"N
13%27118"N
10°42'N
06°%02'N
02°20'N
00%16's
03°081s
05°57's
09908 54"S
09°07101"S
12°10's
15°4511518
15%01115"s
11%14,130"s
07°53130"8
IAJAE!
01°30's

gl B

Longitude

1,1°16106"E

142°00'E
143°32'E
14°38127"E
L44°38'17"E
143°19'E
143°15'E
145°551E
149°%161E
153°291E
157°33'E
160°09150"E
160°101E
162°47100"%
166°59107"E
167°26150"E
164°20100"E
161°15'30"E
157°37'E
154°06'E

2000

Latitude

24°18130"N
19949 N
159361\

13927'N
09°12108"N
04°31105"N
01°581N
01°06's
03°%411s
07%06's
09°05140s
09°46110"s
13°21130"s
16301 50s
13%5's
09°55130"s
07%0's
03°321s
01°001s

Longitude

luomtmllg
142°19'8
144°131E

144°20'E
143°14'E
143°31,5'E
146°51'E
150°43'E
1540521
158%5,418
160°10126"E
161°00'E
164°02130"E
167°10120"E
166°24130"E
163°36130"8
159°591E
156°33130"E
152°41130"E

Enclosure (A)
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CONFIDENTIAL

8 a.m., noon and 8 p.m. pesitions. (Continued).

DATE 0800 1200
March Latitude Longitude Latitude Iongitude
30 00%18's  150°30'E 00%L's  149°55'E
31 01%2y 147°031E 01°%52'N 146°311E

2000
Latitude Longitude

00°27'N 148°58130"E
02°36130"N  145°191E

Enclosure (A) _(
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U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AK
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

3 May 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

From:

To:

Subject:

Reference:

Enclosure:
1,

CincPac

Commanding Officer.

Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet and Chief of Naval
Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

U.S.S., WHITESIDE (AKA=-90); War Diary for month of April 1945.
(a) PacFleet Confidential Letter 1CL~45.

() Subject Diary, herewith.

Enclosure (A) is forwarded in accordance with reference (a). ‘




AKA-90/A12-1
Serial: 025

Us S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif.

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90), U.S. Pacific Fleet, Task Force 51, Task
Group 51.3, Transport Squadron 16, Transport Division 46.

1-3 April 1945, Zone time - minus 104,

Enroute ESPIRITU SANTO, New Hebrides Islands, to ULITHI, Western Caroline Islands
in company with Task Group 51.3, Commodore J. B. McGOVERN, U.S. Navy, Commander,
Transport Squadron Sixteen (16), OTC., Anchored ULITHI 3 April 1945,

4=9 April 1945. Zone time - minus 10,

0859, 4 April 1945, underway with above task group plus three (33 tankers, U.S.S.
SEVERN (AO=61), U.S.5. NEMASKET (AOG-10), and U.S.S. WABASH (AOG-4), from ULITHI
to OKINAWA, NANSEI SHOTO Island Group. On the morning of 9 April 1945, Transport
Squadron Sixteen (16) approached OKINAWA Island from the southeast, the squadron
being in line of division columns, four (4) columns, in accordance with CTG 51.3
Operation Plan A5-45; this vessel's station was number 5 ship in the third column
from the left. Transport Division 47 was detached, and the remaining ships form-
ed colurn and proceeded to the west coast of OKINAWA Island, off HAGUSHI Beach,
via channel between MAE SHIMA and NAGANNU SHIMA; this vessel's station was number
7 in the column., Upon arrival off HAGUSHI Beach at 1029, boats were lowered and
despatched to the following transports: U.S.S. HOCKING (APA-121), U.S.S. DARKE
(APA-159), and U,S,S, DEUEL (APA-160); and assisted in landing the trcops of the
27th Ammy Division with equipment over the HAGUSHI Beaches, in support of assault
forces then on OKINAWA,

9-16 April 1945, Zone time - minus 9.

At OKINAWA, unloading combat carge for 27th Army Division. During the period
9=11 April, the heavy weather made unloading operations very difficult; on 12
April the weather moderated considerably and continued to improve until 15 April,
The cargo was unloaded using this vessel's boats, augmented by one (1) LSM., At
1150, 15 A completed unloading cargo (1684 tons) and troops (172 enlisted,

9 officers). On 16 April, in compliance with orders from CTG 51.3, delivered to
U.5.5. EPPING FORREST (LSD-4) four (4) boat loads of critical spare parts includ-
ing welding rods, steel te (various weights), pipe fittings, metal bar stock
(steel, monel, and brass), fenders, wire rope, manila, landing boat spares includ-
ing two (2) engines., Transferred to Boat Pool Able nine (9) boats (8 LCMs and 1
ICV(P)) completely equipped, the LCV(P) being equipped completely as smoke boat
including SCR radio, fog generator, and boat crew, During the period 9-16 April
at OKINAVA, enemy planes were present daily, principally at night; two (2) were
engaged by gun fire from this vessel; none made attack directly on this vessel,
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AKA=90/A12-1
Serialy 025

U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

Fog generators and smoke floats used together were moderately effective in conceal-
ing the Bhip-

16-20 April 1945. Zone time - minus 10,

0900, 16 April underway from OKINAWA to SAIPAN, Marianas Islands, with units of
Transport Squadron Sixteen (16), Commodore J. B. McGOVERN, U.S. Navy, OTC. 1524,
20 April anchored SAIPAN outer anchorage, berth M4, Immediately after anchoring,
number one (1) boiler economizer tubes were found to be leaking excessively; dis-
abled boiler for repairs and remained at SAIPAN when Commander, Transport Squad-
ron Sixteen (16) with other units of Transport Squadron Sixteen (16), less U,S.S.
YANCEY (AKA-93), sailed.

21-22 Aprdl 1945, Zone time - minus 10,

Completed repairs to number one (1) boiler, evening 21 April. 22 April received
three (3) landing boats 1CMbs (56 feet long, 14 feet 1 inch wide) for transportat—
jon to GUAM; experimented with them by loading two (2) on each of the four (4)
hatches fitted with 30 ton booms; with the following results:

HATCH AVERAGE WEATHER CONDITIONS IDEAL WEATHER CONDITIONS
Noe 2 1 LCué 2 LCM6
Nos 3 2 LoMb 2 Loub
Noe 4 1 LCM6 2 1Cub
# Noe 5 1 LCué 2 LCMé

# Rough weather none,

Transferred ten (10) LCV(P)s to U.S.S. HANSFOHD (APA-106). Received one (1)

LCV(P) from U,S.S. YANCEY (AKA-93). At 1800, 22 April 1945, proceeded independent-
1y to GUAM,

23-25 April 1945, Zone time - minus 10,
Arrived off GUAN at daylight 23 April 1945, but due to heavy movement of ships

did not enter the harbor until about 1400, Upon anchoring transferred following
boats to Boat Pocl GUAM, four (4) LCV(P)s and one (1) LCP(L); and received from the

o o Ladd
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Serial: 025

U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

Pool the following used boats: Eight (8) LCM3s, fourteen (14) LCV(P)s, one (1)
1CP(L)s Provisioned to capacity. Unde noon, 25 April independently to ULI-
THI, Transported from GUAM to ULITHI: (a) 41 Navy enlisted men, 4 Coast Guard
enlisted men, (b) About 100 tons equipment and spares for Transport Squadron Six-
teen (16) landing boats, (c) One (1) extra LCM3 for U.S.S. SANDOVAL (APA=-194);
this boat was hoisted by No. 4 boom starboard side and rigged inboard as far as
possible, stern forward, against the two (2) LCM3s resting on number /4 hatch; the
underside of the boat rested on the gunwale and cribbing erected on deck; wire
straps were used to secure it in place,

26-30 April 1945. Zone time - minus 10,

Arrived ULITHI noon, 26 April., Fueled to capacity. 1900, disabled number 1
boiler; welded economizer tubes which had not been previously welded, as a prevent-
itive measure; the economizer tubes in that boiler have leaked intermittently, due
apparently to poer relling originally. 29 and 30 April, fired AA practices GEORGE,
CHARLIE type tare, and HOW, while at anchor at NORTHERN end of the lagecn, in com-
pany with U.S.S. LUBBOCK (APA-197), OTC, U.S.S. MISSOULA (APA-211), and U.S.S.
HOCKING (APA=-121),

While enroute ESPIRITU SANTO to ULITHI and thence to OKINAWA, several reports of
sound contacts were received and evasive action taken, but no actual sighting of
submerines was made by this Command, Dawn and dusk alerts were held daily, includ-
ing damage control and casualty problems,

The expenditures of ammunition for training purposes were as follows:

DATE

April 5138 40 MM 20 MM
29 22 620 2772
30 20 604, 2540

Zone times were changed as follows:

DATE

April From To

3 Zone time minus 102 Zone time minus 10
6 \ Zone time minus 10 Zone time minus 9%
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Serial:

025

U. S. 5, WHITESIDE (AKA=90)

Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

Zone times were changed as follows: - continued

DATE
April

8
17
18

From
Zone time minus 93
Zone time minus 9

To

Zone time minus 9
Zone time minus 9%

Zone time minus 93 Zone time minus 10

8 a.m., noon and 8 p.m. positions were as follows:

DATE
April

1

W B = o W W N

8 5 &

5

0800
Latitude  Longitude
03%58'N  143°20'E
06°47'N  140°L46'E
09°26130"N 139°46'E
13°22'N  137°57130"E
16°40'N  135°2%4,5'E
20%0'n  133°%8'E
22°%3wW  130°%3'E
26%4'N  127°29'30"E
23%56'8 13117
21%0'N 13595518
18%3130"N  139°58'E

1200

Latitude
04°11130"N
06 44N
09°571 50N
10%02130"N
14°00'N
17°05100"N
20°20'N
23°12130"
26°20132mN
26°01'N
23°20'N
21°02130"N
18°13130"N

Longitude
142°40'E
140°58'E
139°42120"E
139°52115VE
137%27'E
134°47'E
132°40'E
130°25'E
127°43157E
127°29145E
131°55'%
136°42'E
140°45'E

2000

Latitude
05°05130"N
07°46"N
10%03105"N
11930'N
15°09100"N
18°02'N
21°27'N
24,°26'N

24°55'N
23°291 45"
20%08145"N
17°19'N

Longitude
141°5L'E
140P11,5'E
139°42125"E
139%12145"E
136%24'E
134°08'E
131°54'E
129°21'E

128°50120"E
133°321E

138°02130"E
142°09'30"E




AKA=90/A12-1
Serial: 025
U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AXA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif.
C ENT

8 a.m,, noon and 8 p,m, positionsg - continued

DATE 0800 1200
April Latitude Lengitude Latitude Longitude

20 15%3'N  L4°32130"E  15°20'N LL5°13'E
2

23 13°2770"N L4°33'58"E  13°25'55"N  L4°3410L"E
25

26  10°32136"N  140°31'30"E

2000
Latitude  Jlongitude

15°13137"N  145°39125"8
15°02'N 145°22'E

12°23'N 143°12'8
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Serial: 029

Us S. S. VHITESIDE (AKA=S0)
Fleet Post COffice
San Francisce, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

WA DIALY U.S5.5. WHITESIDE (AKA=90), U.S. Pacific Fleet, Amphibious Forces, Trans-
port Squadron 16, Transpert Division 46.

1-8 lay 1945, Zone time - minus 10,

At ULITHI, VWESTEWN CAROLINE ISLANDS. Fired AA practices GEOICE, CHARLIE type
TALE and HOW in cempeny with units of Transpert Squadren 16 on lay 2,3,4, and 5,
while at anchor in the lagoon, 8 lay 1945, at 1545, proceeded independently to
SEEADLER HARBOR, MANUS ISLAND, ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, BISMAHCK AdCHIPELAGO; arrived
0848, 11 May 1945.

11 May 1945, Zone time - minus 10,

1303, 11 lay 1945, procesded independsntly to LUNGA, GUADALCALAL ISLAND, SOLOMON
ISLANDS, via VITIAZ STRAIT, to lift Army cargo from GUADALCANAL to FINSCHHAFEN;
arrived 1214, 14 May 1945, Then leaving VITIAZ ST{AIT, approximately four (4) miles
of f HUON PENINSULA, NE\ GUINEA, very stronz westerly set, estimated at six (6) teo
eight (8) knots, was experienced; the chart cautions mariners regarding the current,

15 Yay 1945, Zone time - minus 11,

Fueled at fuel dock, liarker Dog, PUAVIS BAY, FLOAIDA ISLAID, and provisioned at
TULAGI, FLOAIDA ISLAND, Returned to LUNGA, GUADALCANAL ISLAID, at 1704, 15 May
1945,

16=19 Lay 1945. At GUADALCANAL, Zone time = minus 11,

16 lMay 1945 waiting to be loaded. 17 llay 1945, at 1700, moored to lit. Austin
Dock at KUKUM Beach, GUADALCANAL, for loading, 17-19 Lay 1945, U.S. Army pert
authorities loaded ship with Army equipment plus 240 tens llavy equipment for deliv-
ery to FINSCHHAFEN, NEi GUINEA. Unused carge space aboard was allocated to Amy
authorities at TREASUKY ISLAND.

20 Nay 1945. Zone time = minus 11,

0700, underway for THEASULY ISLAND, SCOLOLON ISLANDS, to receive additional equip-
ment enroute to FINSCHHAFEN, Fired AA practices GEORGE, CHAXLIE type TAHRE and HOV
in forencen off SAVO ISLAND, About 2100, 20 kay 1945, received orders from CTG
11,546 diverting this ship, to arrive 0800, 21 Lay 1945, to MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA IS-
LAID GHOUP, SOLONCN ISLALDS.

-1- Inclosure (A) ,\l




ARA-90/A12-1 . .

Serial: 029

Us S. S. VHITESIDE (AKA=90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif.

CORFIDENTIAL

21 May 1945, Zene time - minus 11,

0800, arrived off LUNDA BAR; anchored off SASAVELLE ISLAND, HE. GEOnGIA ISLANDS,
SOLCLCN ISLANDS, The Naval unit at LUNDA, except two (2) officers and a few men,
had moved, forward., leoaded only cne (1) small diesel tractor and one (1) search-
light trailer (Army equipment); the other vehicles at LUNDA were toe large to fit
in the empty cargo space aboard; the information as to the dimensions of the carge
space available aboard had not been furnished LUNDA autherities prior ship's arri-
vals, Awaited routing orders,

22 lay 1945, Zone time = minus 11,

About 1030, Lieutenant C. H. SLITH, Heoyal Australian lavy leserve, came abeard
and wrote in pencil our orders to proceed FINSCHHAFEN direct; via route to be sel-
ected by Commanding Officer, 1100, underway to FINSCHHAFEN,
2L Vay 1945, Zone time = minus 10,

Loored Pier 6, LANGEMAK BAY, FINSCHHAFEN, IEW GUINEA. Began unloading Army car-
goe llavy cargo was retained aboard because the U,S. llaval Base, except one (1)
officer and a few men, had moved, forward,

25 Lay 1945, Zone time - minus 10,

OLLO, 25 May 1945, completed unloading Army cargo.
26 lay 1945, Zone time = minus 10,

Awaiting routing instructions,
27=28 kay 1945 Zone time - minus 10,

1314, 27 May 1945, underway for MANUS ISLAND, ADLIGALIY ISLAIDS. 1114, 28 lay
1945, vhen off entrance SELADLIL HAUBOR, MARUS ISLAND, received orders from NOIC,
NEJ GUINEA, directing this ship to return FINSCHHAFEN immediately., Reversed course
and complied,

29 lay 1945, Zone time - minus 10,

At 1234, moored Pier 6, LANGELAK BAY, FINSCHHACEN, NE# GUINEA., At 2047 began re-
ceiving Amy cargo aboard,

-2 - Inclosure (A) }'b
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Fleet Post (Cffice
San Francisce, Calif.

CONFIDENTIAL

29-31 May 1945. Zone time - minus 10,
At LANGEMAK BAY, loading cargo and personnel,

The expenditures of ammunition for training purpcses were as follows:

DATE
May 5138 40 LU 20 Lk
< 30 590 2632
3 30 600 2700
L 30 596 2525
5 26 608 2438
20 30 619 3603
Zone times were changed as follows:
DATE
lay From To
13 Zone time minus 10 Zone time minus 11
23 Zone time minus 11 Zone time minus 10
8 a.m., noon and 8 p.m, positions were as follows:
DATE 0800 1200 2000
llay Latitude Lengitude Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude
8 09°14 N 140°091%
9 06757'30"N 141%5'30"E  04°49130"N 143°12130ME
10 02%13W 1,,°581% 01932'20"N  145°32130"E  00°28'N 146%16'5
11 01956t00Ms  147°18120M% 03%2112515 1479131303
12 06°18130"s 147°56130"%  06°491'S 148°L81E 07°3518 150%391%
13 08035 12015 153039' A 08° YA 15.'.;038 'E 09025 15 156012‘ &
14 09014' 30Ms 1559182015 09924130"S 159059 HLONE
15 09°13'45"s  160°%06v55"E  09°091121s  160°14126M5
-3 Enclosure (A)
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Fleet Post Office

San francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

8 a.ne, noon and 8 pen. positions: - continued

DATE
lay

20
21
22

23

0800

Latitude
09°17105ms

08°%26112ns

07°401s

06234,130ms

0=2%2915

05%51115m

Longitude
159°531501%
157011124n5

15293218

147°5315

147°151%8
147°371%

1200

Latitude

09°2118

08%2613213

07°26130ms

01%561 5515

Longitude

159°15'%

1571314805

151%.818

14792510218

2000

Latitude

08°5815

08°17130"s

07°%0815

05°071s
03%29125153

Longitude

157°151%

1552711518

150°20'E

147%25130m5
147°%11 13005

Enclosure (A)
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Serial: 036
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U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90) REG. SHEET NO /5=
c/o Fleet Post Office — il
San Francisco, California

2 July 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

From:

To:
Subject:
Reference:
Enclosure:

1.

ce?
CincPac

131053

Commanding Officer.
Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet and Chief of
Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

U.S.3. WHITESIDE (AKA-90); War Diary for month of June 1945,
(a) PacFleet Confidential Letter 1CI~45,

(A) Subject Diary, herewithe.

Fnclosure (A) is forwarded in accordance with reference (a).

>

C. P. WOCDSCN
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Serial 036
U.S.S., WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisce, California

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90), U.S. Pacific Fleet, Amphibious Forces,
Transport Squadron 16, Transport Division 48.

1 June 1945, At LANGEMAK BAY, FINSCHAFFEN, NEW GUINEA. Zone time - minus 10.

Completed loading Army Cargo (918 tons) and personnel three (3) officers,
twenty-four (24) men for delivery T%YTE, PHILLIPINE ISLANDS, and SUBIC BAY,
PHILLIPINE ISLANDS. 1300 Underway independently for SUBIC BAY via LEYTE GULF,
LEYT% ISLAND, PHILLIPINZ ISLANDS, operating under CINCPOA orders with instruc-
tions to report upon arrival SUBIC BAY to Commander 7th Fleet by dispatch and
to ComTransRon 16 in person for duty in Transport Squadron 16.

2-6 June 1945, Zone time - minus 9.

Steaming independently enroute to LEYTE, PHILLIPINE ISLANDS; arrived 1419,
6 June 1945; anchered in SAN PEDRO BAY,

7-9 June 1945. SAN PEDRO BAY, LEYTE, PHILLIPINE ISLANDS. Zone time - mimus 9.

0049, 7 June 1945, commenced discharging Army cargo (868 tons) into LCTs ard
LCMs alongside; completed 0915, 9 June 1945. Replenished fuel, provisions and
ammunition. 0925, 9 June 1945, underway to GUIUAN HARBOR, SAMAR ISLAND, PHILLIPINE

ISLANDS; anchored GUIUAN HARBOR, 1915, 9 June 1945.

10-11 June 1945. At GUIUAN HARBOR, SAMAR, PHTLLIFPINE ISLANDS. Zone time =
minus 9.

10 June 1945, began discharging Navy cargo (240 tons), which was loaded at
GUADALCANAL ISLAND, SOLOMON ISLANDS; received four (4) Naval Officers, 107
Naval enlisted men, for transportation te SUBIC BAY, LUZON, PHILLIPPINE ISLANDS.

0634, 11 June 1945, Completed discharging Navy cargo. 1156 Underway to SAN
FIDRO BAY, LEYTE, PHILLIPPINE ISLANDS. 1708 Anchored in Berth 462, SAN PEDRO

BAY; compensated compasses enroute.

12-13 June 1945, Zone time - minus 9.

1330, 12 June 1945, Underway independently to SUBIC BAY, IUZON, PHILLIPPINE
ISLANDS via SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT,

14 June 1945, arrived SUBIC BAY, LUZON, PHILLIPFINE ISLANDS. Reported to Com-
mander 7th Fleet and Commander 7th Amphibious Group, by dispatch, for duty in
Transion 16, and to Commander, Transport Squadron Sixteen (16) in person for
duty. Transferred following passengers: Army - three (3) officers, twenty-
four (24) enlisted men; Nav§ - four (4) officers and 107 enlisted men. Dis-

charged Army carge (50 tons).

ole Enclosure (A)
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U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

CONFIDENTIAL
15-25 June 1945. At SUBIC BAY, LUZON, PHILLIPPINE ISLANDS. Zone time - minus 9.

15 June 1945, further reported to Commander Amphibious Group 12 and Commander
Task Group 76.8 for duty in connection with amphibious trainine, and to Commander,
Transport Division 48 for duty in 48th TransDiv. Cleaned fireside and waterside
of both boilers; fueled; upkeep, exercised at boat machine gun and pistel practice.
25 June 1945, received two (2) Army officers for transportation.

26~27 June 1945. Zone time - minus 9.

0630, 26 June, underway enroute to CEBU CITY, CEBU, PHILLIPPINE ISLANDS, via
VERDE ISLAND passage, in company with TransDiv 48, in column formation U.S.S.
TALLADEGA (APA-208) with Captain C. L. ANDREWS, USN, embarked, ComTransDiv 48,
0TC, U.S.S. MISSOULA (APA-211), U.S.S. LUBBOCK (APA-197), U.S.S. DICKENS (APA-
161) and U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90), in that order. Arrived 1800, 27 June 1945.

28-29 June 1945, At CEBU HARBOR, CEBU, PHILLIPPINE ISLANDS. Zone time - minus 9.

28-29 June 1945, TransDiv 48 officers and officers of the 132nd Regiment of
AMERICAL DIVISION, U.8., Army, planned rehearsal of RCT landing,

30 June 1945, Zene time - minus 9,

0700, underway with TransDiv 48 to DANAE, CEBU, PHILLIPPINZ ISLANDS. Arrived
1000; TransDiv 48 loaded combat troops and equipment off DANAE BEACH, as part
of training program preliminary to offensive eperations. This vessel leaded
aboard using ship's beats, 188 tons combat carge consisting solely of vehicles

(seme partially leaded) and drums of gasoline, deisel oil, and lube oil. Re-
ceived two (2) officers, 67 enlisuved men of the 132nd Regiment, AMERICAL DIVISION,

U.S. Army. 1700, cempletea loading; proceeded to anchorage; 1800, anchered with
TransDiv 48 in MAGELLAN BAY, MACATAN ISLAND, PHILLIFFINE ISLANDS.

DATE 0800 1200 2000
June latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

05935130"S  146°54L120"E

1
2  03%4's 14°45130"E  02°43'S 143°37'50"E  02°13'15"S  141936'30"E
3 00°15'20"s 138%54' E  00°25'00"N 133°L,' E  019%8'30"N 136°57'50"E
L 03952'30"N 135°01'30"E 05°01'50"N 134°17'E 06°11100"N 132%52120"E
5  07%7'N  130%57'E  08%03'N  139958'30"E 08°54'N  128°37'E

-2a inclosure (A)
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DATE
June

6
12
13
14
26
27
30

0800

Latitude
10° 12'N

12°59100"N
14°4L0100"N
L4037'N

09°23120"N
10°17'30"N

Longitude
126° 2018

124°35'15"E
120012120"E
120°04 ' 30"E
122023130"E
12/,902'20"E

1200

2000

Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

10°© 42'N 1259 35'E

10048'30"N 126°13'10"E

12°36135"N 12395114015 13902'15"N 122015'15"E

13°49'N 120927 45"E  12927'45"N 121° L1'E

09006100"N 123019!30"E
10°30'45"N 124°02'35"E

Zone times were changed as follows:

DATE
June

3
5

From

Te

Zone time minus 10 Zone time mirus 9

Zone time minus 9
Zone time minus 8

Zone time minus 8

Zone time minus 9

Enclosure (A)
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U. S. 5. WHITESIDE (Jﬁ{ﬁ"'QO)
Fleet Post Office
Sen Francisco, Calif,

2 Aumst 1945

tNTIAL

Froms

Tos
Sthiert s
Raferences
fnelosurs s

1

CCs
CinePac

136568

Commanding Officer,

Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet znd Chisf of
Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washinston, D, C.

U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90)s Wer Dinry for montk of July 1045,
(2) Pacific Fleat Confidential Letter 1C1-L5,

(A) S‘l}‘l"';ﬁf'+ D'{‘ r.'-: bapayd +} L

Inelosure (A) is forwnrded in sccordance with refarence (2).
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AKA=Q0/A12-1 U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Serinls OLO Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Czlif,

CONFIDENTIAL

AR DIARY U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90), U.,S. Pacific Fleet, Amphibious Forces,
Troneport Squadron 16, Transport Division 48, Task Unit 76.8.8.

1-22 July 1945, Operated off DANAE BEACH, CEBU ISLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS,
with Transport Division 428, (CTD 48, Captain C. H. ANDRE’S, USN, Commander
Training Unit ABLE Three), in connection with refresher smphibious training of
the AMERICAL DIVISION, U.S. Army as indicated below, Zene time « minus 9,

At snchor, MAGELLAN BAY, MACTAN ISLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, in eempany with
Transport Division 48, Ixercised at emerrency drills, Planned, with officers
of 132nd Regiment of AMERICAL DIVISION, refresher amrhibious training of their
reginent for peried 30 June = 6 July 1945, including complete resimentsl com-
bat team assanlt landings with equipment,

2=l July 1045,

Underway daily with Transrert Division 42 to DANAE HEACH, CEEU ISLAND, PHIL-
IPPINE ISLANDS, for traininz with 132nd Regiment; anchered MAGELLAN BAY each
evening upon completion of the day's training., On 2 July, Battalion Londing
Tean exercises were held, boats simulating artillery weves beine dispatehed
from transports, but no artillery loaded; after 211 wnits landed and estahlisha
ed commmnications on the beach, the troops were reembarked, This vessel fure
nished landine boats te transports in accordance with ComTransDiv AR Training
Order, On 3 July Regimental Combat Teams landed, with only hond egquipment
:nd reembarked, On 4 July HCT made complete assanlt landine, followed by wne
loadine of equipment from TransDiv 48, Troops and equipment were reloaded on
APAs of TronsDiv L83 this vessel did not relead until § July 1945 due to the
assizoned vehicles being used to distribute eqnipment for the APAs,

5 July 1945,

A eritique was held shoard U.S5.S. TALLADEGA (APA-208), Flocship CTD A48,
:ttended by Commender Transport Division 48, Commending Officers of ships of
TransDiv 48, TfMes , Beach Masters, Boat Oroup Commanders, Senier Medicsl
O0fficers, Battalion Commanders and Regimental Commander of 132nd Regiment, and
Commanding General AMFRICAL DIVISION,

6 July 1945,
RCT, 132nd Regiment, AMERICAL DIVISION, made complete assault landing, fol=
lowed by complete unloading of equipment from TransDiv 48, Upon completion of

axercises, TransDiv /8 proceeded to CEBU harbor, CEBU ISLAND, PHILIPPINE IS-
LANDS, '

-1 inclosure (A)




AKAC0/A12-1 Us S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Serial:s 04O Fleet Post Office
San Franeisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

7 July 1945, At CEBU CITY, CEBU TSLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS,

A eritique was held by the 132nd Regiment, AMERICAL DIVISION, at their head=-
qmiarters, jointly with TransDiv 483 conference was attended by the Army offi-
cers of the 132nd Regiment and Commanding Officer's of ships of TransDiv 48,
Trbarked aboard U,S.S, VHITESIDE fiftv-two (52) enlisted men and three (3)
officers of the 182nd Regiment, AMERICAL DIVISION., Planned, with officers of
182nd Regiment of AMPRICAL DIVISION, refresher amphibious training of their
regiment for perdied 7=14 July 1945, includins complete Rerimental Combat Team
assault landings with equipment,

8 July 1945.

0640 underway with TransDiv 42 to DANAE BEACH, CEBU ISLAND, PHILIPPINE IS-
LAIDS; upon arrival, TransDiv A2 leaded combat carge of the 182nd Regiment;
then anchored in MAGELLAN BAY, VACTAN ISLAND, PHILIFPINZ ISLANDS,

o iy 1945,

Anchored in MAGELIAN BAY, Exercised at emergency drills mnd disembarking
and reembarkins troops,

10-12 July 1945,

Underway daily with TransDiv 48 to DANAE BEACH, CHEBU ISTAND, PHILIPPINE ISe
LAYDS, for training 182nd Reriment, ns indieczted ahove for the 132nd Repgiment
for the peried 2-4 July 1945,

13 July 1945,

At anchor in MAGELLAN PAY. A critique was held aboard U,S5.8. TALLADEGA (APA-
202) with the same officers attending as noted on § July 1945 eritique, except
182nd Hegiment personnel replsced 132nd liegiment,

1 July 1945,

HCT, 182nd Regiment, made complete assault landing, fellowed by complete un-
loading of enuipment from TransDiv 48, lpen completion of exercises, Trans-
Div 48 anchored in CEBU harbor, CEBU ISLAND, PHILIPPING ISLANDS,

15 July 1945, A+ CEBU CITY, CERU ISLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS,

A eritique was held by the 182nd Regiment, AMERICAL DIVISION, at their head-
querters, jointly with TransDiv 48; conference was attended by the Army offi-
cers of the 187nd Regiment and Commending Officerts of TransDiv I8, HErbarked
cheerd 11,8,8, WHITESIDE fifty-eirht (52) enlisted men and one (1) officer of
the 164tk Repiment, AMERICAL DIVISION, Planned, with officers of the 164th
Ragiment | refresher smphibiovs trainine of their reciment for peried 15-22

% 2 & Erelosure (A)
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CONFIDENTIAL

July 1945, inclnding complete Regimental Combat Tecm assault landines with eqe
uimment,

16 My 1945,

0656 underway with TransDiv 4R to DANAE BEACH, CEBU ISLAND, PHILIPPINE IS~
LAMDS, Upen arrival TransDiv /2 loaded combat cargo of the 164th Hesiment then
anckored in MAGELLAN BAY, MACTAN ISLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS,

17 July 1945,

Anchored in MAGELLAN BAY, Exercised at emerrencr drills and disembarkine and
reembarking troops,

18=20 M1y 1945,

nderway daily with TransDiv 48 to DANAE BEACH, CEBU ISLAWD, PHILIPFINE IS-
LANDS, for training 1A4th Reriment, na indicated above for the 132nd Regiment
for the period 2-4 July 1945,

21 July 1945,

At znchor in MAGELLAN BAY, A critique was held sbeard U.S.S. TALLADEGA (APA-
208) with the same officers attendinc as noted on 5§ July eriti me, except 164th
Hesiment personnel replaced 132nd Regiment, '

22 July 1945,

ROT, 164th Regiment, AVERICAL DIVISION, made cemplete assanlt landing, follow=
ed by complete unleoading of equipment and debarkstion of troops from TransDiv
18, Upon completion of exercises, the U.S.S. LUBBOCK (APA=196), SOPA, and U.S.
S. UHITESIDE (AKA=90), were detsched temporarily from TransDiv A® and proceeded
to GUIUAN, SAMAE ISLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, via HILUTANGAN chonnel, BOHOL and
SIRIGAO straits,

23 July 1945,

Arrived GUIUAN harbor, SAVAR ISLAND, PHILIPPING ISLANDS, Exchanged five (5)
landine bosts, tyre ICM3s for equal number, type 1CM6s, 16227 underwsy independ=-
ently for SUBIC BAY, LUZON ISLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, vis SAN EERNAZDINO strait,
2l July 1945,

Proceeding independently GUIUAN te SUBIC BAY.

1107 snchored SUBIC BAY, leported to Commander Transport S nedron 16 and

-3 = Enclosure (A)
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CONFIDENTIAL

Cormander Trenspert Division 483 ComTransDiv A8 departed SUBIC BAY prior te

WHITESIDE anchoring.
tubes,

25=31 July 1945,
ISLANDS,

Disabled number 1 beiler to repair leaky economizer

Zone time = minus O, At SUBIC BAY, LUZOM ISLAND, PHILIPFPINE

Freled and nrovisioned; material upkeep; repairs to number 1 boiler were not
completed vntil 2 Aumst 1945 due to the necessity of cwttinz out the header,

Mirnished frash water to s

mal]l eraft.

# 2.m., noon and & p,m, positions were 28 followst

NATE
Tl

~

LY

0200

Lotitude

10371 1 20y

10031'1qnu
10%19120my
10%31 ¢ 52my
10%17121my
109301 27y
10%301 55my
10301 21,y
10°1,211 51N
12957101

11220100

Ionritude

121%06 4 1,0m

121,%0411 007,
lﬁhoﬂﬁlnfnp
124°0711,5%E
124°021031%
12,001 0
12),%041),0m7
12,°07135m%
12592810207
1295, 1,,5mE

120%27130m5

1200

Lotitnde  Lonettnde
10%28015m  12,°0213507
10%20128my 12180210005
109201 Ll 1pn¢°n*_q 15007
107301 ,8my 19150217250
10%20130my 121,04 12605
1031t 50m  124°02100M%
10%0156m1 101504 15403
10930130 124,°03 100"
10%30155m1 121,800 10,7

172%0100m

121,°07100m3

2000

Lotitnde Loncd tude

na®a10eny  129%2510207
1% 1700 1259,3101 15
12055000y 12203713005

Enclosure (A)
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Us S¢ So WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
Fleet Fost Off'ice
San Francisco, Calif.

16 Lentember 1945

CONPIDENTIAL

-

From: Commanding Cf{icer.
To: Commander in Chief of the United States Meet and Chief of
Naval Operations, lavy Devartment, “ashington, D. C.
Subject: - UuS.8. MHITESIDE (AKA=90); War Diary for month of Aueust 1945,
leference: (a) Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter 1CL-/5,
nelosure: (A) Subjeot Diary, herewith,
1, Enelosure (A) is forwarded in accordance with reference (a).

\J S

': . i"t n\-(..:':..;L:I
cCs
Cinelac

145593
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Serial: OLL Ue Se Se WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
FMeat Fost Uffice
San Franclsce, Celif,

CONFIDENTIAL

JAR DIAZY U.8.5, WHITSOIDE (AA-90), U.5. Pacific Mleet, Third Fleet, Third Am-
phibious Force, Taak Force 32, Task Force 33 (TUKYU FURCE), Task Group 33.1, Trans-
port Somadron 16, Transnort, Divinion L8,
Zone description minus 9 for entire menth,
1=6 Auguat 1945.

At SUBIC BAY, LUZON ISIAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, contimuing materiel maintenance,

7 August 1945,

0615 underway independently to LUCINA, TAYADAS BAY, LUZ0N ISLAND, PHILIFFINE
ISLANDS; arrived 1627; reported x.rmr'msdiv L8 for duty with umnsbiv LB, training
cavalry regiments of FIXCT CAVAIRY DIVISION, U.S. Army (ComTransDiv 48, CTU 76.8.
8, Commander Training Unit A-3).

8-12 Augnat 19&5-

At anchor, off ILUCENA, IUZON ISIAND, PHILIFPING JLh'ﬁJ, participating with
TranaDiv 48 in training schedule for 5th Cavalry RCT by furnishing landing boats
to AFAs., 8 August forenoon: Conference on U.u.u. T LIADIIA (APA-208), Flagship,
of Commanding Officer's ships of TransDiv 48, Boat Group Commanders, Medical
Officers, Deachmasters, and U.3. Army representatives to discuss training program,.
Afternoon: Squadron landing Team exercise with H-Hour 1500, 9 August 1945: iCT
(no unloading) with naval punfire support and air support; all firing was similat-
eds 10 August 1945: RCT landing with complete unloading of equipment. After
communication nets were established ashore, troops and equipment were reloaded.
11 Aupust forenoon: Critique attended by same officers that attended conference
forenoon 8 August 1945, Afternoon: Instruction of troops. 12 August 1945 fore- J
noon: ACT landing with complete unloading of cquipunnt. Afternoon: Underway with
TransDiv 48 for CANDA, TAYASAS BAY, mzo)i mmm, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, anchored o
1445, N

13 August 1945. _
0251, underway with Transbiv g.s for LAGI, BALKIAN w, 1UZON ISLAND, mmb Al

SLANDS arrived 0812, pa ated in a Wlm T
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Serial: OLk U. S. S, WHITESIDZ (AKA=90)
Fleet Post Cffice
San Francisco, Calif,
CONPIDENTIAL
15 Aupust 1945.

Farticipeting with Bth Cavalry Division in amphibious training exercises, [e-
ceived information of Japanese surrender. Training exercises cancelled.

16 Aurust 1945,

0655 underway independently to SUBIC PAY, TUZCN ISLAND, PHTLIPPINE ISLANDS;
arrived 1706,

17=19 August 1945.
SUBIC PAY, LUZON ISIAND, PHILIPPINI ISIANDS, fueled and provisioned.
20 Aupust 1945, .

0646 underway with TransDiv 48 to BATANGAS, LUZON ISLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDSS
arrived 1442, Imbarked 106 personnel of the L32nd Fort Company, lst Cavalry, U.S.
AT o
21=24 August 1945.

At DATANGAS, IUZON ISLAMND, PHILIFPINE ISLANDS. 21=23 Ausust 1945 loaded 812 tons
combat cargo and 246 army personnel for delivery TOKYO BAY, JAFAN., Sent eight (8)
WETTEEIDE landing oraft boats LOls under own power to SUBIC ZAY, LUZON ISLAID,
PUILIFFINE ISLANDS, and loaded ahoard eizht (8) U.S. Army ICUs,

25 humst 1945.

Underway with Transion 16, part of Task Force 33 (dear admiral J. I, HALL, Jr.,
U.5. Navy, ComPhibGrpl2; CTF33 (TOKYO FCROE) embarked in U,5.5, HANSFO'D (APA-106)
SCOFA), combat loaded with Pirst Cavalry Division, U.S. Army, for TOKYO BAY, JAFAN,
Vice Admiral T. 5. WILKINSON, U.S. Bavy, ComThirdPhibFor and CTF32 embarked im U.S.S.

MCUNT OLNTUS (AGC-8) with other units of TF32 joined the formntion off the antr-
ance to MANTLA BAY,

26 hugust 1945,

T™e Task Force diverted to SUSIC BAY, IUZON ISLAND, PHILIPPINS ISIANDS, due to
reported typhoon along proposed route. Anchored overnight,

27-31 August 1945,
27 hgust 1945, 0815, underway with TOKYO FONCE, TF33, for TOKYU DAY, JAPAN, in

-0 ENCLOSURE (A)




U. S, S, WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

AKA=90/A12-1
Serial: OL4

CONFIDINTIAL
formation line of division puides as indicated below:

PORT COLULH CENTER COLUMN
RANSPO: TRANSPORT DIVISION 46 TRARSPORT DIVISIC
UeS.5: T A (APA-208) UeS.3. HARSFORD (APA=106)
U.5,8. MISSOULA (APA-211) U.3.8, LENAVEE (AFA=195) UeSe5. MTOLVFUS (AGC-8)
UsSeS. DICKENS Eh?&—lf:l) UeSeS. DEULL (APA=160) UsS,8. BOTOTCURT (APA=136)
U.3.5. DAUPHIN (APA-97) U.S.5. DARKE (APA-159) UeS.3. SKAGIT (AKA-105)
U.8,8, WHITESIDE (AKA=90) U.3.S., DOSQE (APA-135) U.S.5. TODD (AKA=TL)

Uedels TCLLAND (.ﬂi:-\"6l‘4)

STARSOART CCLUMN

TRANSPORT DIVISION 47

U-Q'I-;-So RUTI-H.RD (Aln—l';"?} Ulu-un LAVACA

U.S.5. HIGHLANDS (APA-119) U.3:8. CLATZFIELD (APA=142)
UsdeSe STo MARYS (AlA=126) Us3+5. SHERIDAN (APA=51)
UsS.5. SHERBURNE (APA=203) UuSeS. CULLIMAN (AFA-T8)
UuS,8, LIBRA (AKA=12) Usdeds BRISCCE (AFA=65)

U G:i . S 81 .101-':'1. (4512&"&3)

SCFA CTF 32, OIC CTF 33. GSecond in command TOKYQO FUINCE Commodore J. 3. MeGOVERY,
Ul Nﬂvy’ chTrﬂnﬂ.wn 16, CT\J 33l1|

Darkened ship each night, exercised at tactical maneuvers enroute,
8 a,m., noon and B n.m, positions were as follows:

0800 1200 2000
Aag, ILatitude Longitude latitude Longitude Latitude Loneitude

7 LCLLIOSME 120°15'450 13°34100M  120%5410012

13 13%52t00m 120°521000% |

W 13%2100%0 120%41000E  13°49100MN  121°43100ME

16 13%01550 121°36100ME  13%A4 M4SN 120°321101%

20  14°37'15% 120°131300E 13%48130mK  120%34 14505

25  13%2130"8 121%2118ME 13%0129"8  120°4013005  14°48100MN  119°491001%
26 149301181y 120°111001%

. -3- ENCLOSURE (A)
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CONFIDENTIAL

8 a«m., noon and 8 pum. positions continued -

0”00 1200 2000
Aure  Latitude Loneitude Iatitude Lonzitude Latitude Lonpitude

27 1OLL000m  120°12150m5  15%341150  119°39100v%
28 18%615mn  120%8130ME 18958100 120°33100"E  20°02100"; 1219531001
29 2%9m  124%8i5'c  22%12' 125%11% 23%2213000 126°301%

30 25°%18100nN 128%42100"E  25°48100"N  129928100ME 26°581151) 13095010015

31 28955130 133007'“0"4 29931 130mY 133053’30"a 30042130"N 13593513013

-l ENCLOSURE (A)
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Serial: OL5 REG.NO ¢332~
‘ R.S. NO
U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AkA-90) REG. SHEET NO /
Fleet Post Office 3

San Prancisco, Calif,
3 October 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

Froms Commandine Officer,
To: Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet and Chief of
Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washingten, D, C.

Subject UsS5.Ss WHITESIDE (AKA-90); War Diary for menth of September
1945,
References (a) Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter 1CL~-A5,
Enclosures (A) Subject Diary, herewith,
1, Enclosure (A) is forwarded in accerdance with reference ()«

Qj‘-_ﬂ M—!‘m

C. P. WOODSON &~

CCs
CincPac




AKA=90/A12-1
Serials OL5

U, S. S, WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisce, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U,.S,S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90), U,S. Pacific Fleet, Task Ferce 54 (5th Am=
phibious Force), Task Group 54,11 (Amphibieus Group 11, Central Oceupetien Group),
Transpert Scuadron 16, Transpert Divisien 46.

Zone description minus 9 for entire menth,
1-2 September 1945,

Enroute SUBIC BAY, LUZON ISLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, »nt.‘* TL gk Force 33 (TOKYO
FORCE), including TransRen 16, Task Greup 33.1, te TOI-\YO BAY, JAPAN; Vice Admiral
T. S. WILKINSON, U.S. Navy, embarked in U.SoS. MT. OLYLPUS (&GC—R}, ComThirdPhib-
For, CTF 32, SOPA; Rear Admiral J. L. HALL, U.S. Navy, embarked in U.S.S. HANSFORD
(APA=106), ComPhibGreup 11, CTF 33, OTC, Ships in fermation, line of divisien
guides, as indicated below:

PORT COTINAY CENTER COLUMN
TRANSPORT DIVISION A48 TRANSPORT DIVISION L6 TRANSPORT DIVISION L7
U.5.5. TALLADEGA (APA-208) 1.S.S. CECIL (APA=96) U4S.5. HANSFORD (APA=106)
U.8.S. MISSOULA (APA=211) U.S.S. LENAWEE (APA-195)  U.S.S. MT. OLYNPUS (AGC-8)
U.S.S. DICKENS (APA-161)  U.S.S. DEUEL (APA-160) U.S.5. RUTLAND (APA-192)
U.S.S, WHITESIDE (AKA-90) U,S.S. DARKE (APA-159) 48,5, HIGHLANDS (APA-119)
U.S.S. PAMINA (AKA-34) U.S.S. BOSQUE (APA-135) UsS.S. ST. MARYS (APA-126)
U.S.S. TOLLAND (AKA-6L) U.5.8. SHERBUANE (APA=205)
U.S.S. MEDEA (AKA~31) U.5.5. YANCEY (AKA-93)
STARBOARD COLUMN

TRANSPORT DIVISION 16

U.S-S. S&KAGIT m—105) : .- T -,J .J
U.S.S. BOTETOURT (APA-136) U.5.8. cmnrmn (m—-u;z) e
U-S.B. m (AK’&"?I) 1303. m (”bﬂ) ' ."":I
U.S.5. GASCONADE (APA=-85) U.S.S. CULIMAN : Sl

k- U.S.S. LIBRA (AKA=12) U.S.S, BRISCOE (APA=6S) =
B u.s.s.mmum.a) : - e TR ;




AKA~90/A12-1
Serials OLS

Ue. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
Fleet Pest Office
San Francisce, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

L, September underway with TransHon 16 for GUAM, MARTANAS ISLANDS; Commedere J,.
B, McGOVERN, U,S, Navy, ComTransRon 16 embarked in U.S.S., CECIL (APA-96) OTC and
SOPA, On 7 Septamber the somadren diverted to LEYTE GULF, LEYTE ISLAND, PHILIP-
PINE ISIANDS, 11 September anchored SAN PEDRO BAY, LEYTE ISLAND, P.1. Fueled,

12=1/ September 1945.
At SAN PEDRO BAY., Provisiened,
15-16 September 1945,

0620, 15 September, underway with erders te proceed with U,3.5., IENAWEE (APA-
195) to GUIUAN, SAMAR ISLAND, P.I., te pick up ten (10) landing craft, 1CMs,
(eight (8) for this vessel and twe (2) for U.S.S. LENAWEE), then preceed together
te BUGO, MINDANAO ISLAND, P.I., C.O. WHITESIDE OTC, After anchoring GUIUAN, receiv-
ed orders cancelling directive to pickup boats, 1700 preceeded with U.S.S. LENAWEE
to BUGO, MACAJALAR BAY, MINDANAO ISLAND, P.I., arrived 0800, 16 September 1945,
loored te poentoon deck; began leading U.S. Army carge, 99th Signal Battalien, Tenth
Corps, Sixth U.S. Army,

17=19 September 1945,

At BUGO, MINDANAO, 1600, 18 September, completed leading 1,800 tens U.S, Amy
carzo; unmeered from dock and anchored, Received eipht (2) Amy landing beats (6
ICMs, 2 1CCs) for transpertation to KUHE, JAPAN,

20 September 1945,

SO et

TransRon 16 entered harbor, picked up Army landing craft and stoed out; thiﬁ,‘:'i!"‘-dfi'

sel joined it, and proceeded to LEYTE GULF, ComTransRen 16 OTC =nd SOPA,
_ L ~orandl
21 September 1945. , st
i o A T ety | oy bk e

3 , P
\f.
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U. S. S, WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office

CONFIDENTIAL

25 September 1945,

Sen Francisce, Calif,

Anchered BUCKNER BAY with Task Group 54.11,

25«27 September 1945,

At BUCKNER BAY.

27 September fueled.

28-30 September 1915,

28 September underway with Task Group 54,11; steamed south and west of OKINAWA

RETTO te aveid typhoen.

order te return to BUCKNER BAY, OKINAWA ISLAND.

8 a.m., noen and 8 p.m, positions were 2s fellows:

Sept .

1

L

o~

0800

Latitude
32°17100™

35912121y

32°49 100y
28°33100M
23951100
20°1,8100M
17°22100m
14°01100"
10°36100"N
11%02103"

08°35150my

Longitude
137°57100"E

139°1,5100ME,

140%58100"%
143°31.100"E
143°291001E
138%53130mg
134236100
130°18100ME
12519130
1259161211

1212 LOYOONE

1200

Lztitude

329541 30"N

32009130")
27°45100"N
23%20100m;
20°12100"N
16%55100M
13%31100M)

11%06130my

Lengitude

13892210015

141°19100"E
1439581001
142°40130ME
138°07100"E
133°L8100"E
129°361308
125907145 %

About midnieht, 30 September, the Tusk Group received

2000

Latitude

34°01100"N

3L°L7130"N
30°39130"N
26°041001y
22°1),130™
19°01 130N
15°40100"N

12°31100my

10°30100my

09°20115m

Lengitude
139°53100"E

129°361301E
14210100
11,,°02130"%
1,1°06100"E
136%4,11001%
132022100

127°52100ME

125191518

121,°37100"E




AKA=90/A12-1

Serials

OL5

U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

8 asm., noon and 8 p,m, positions continued:

Sept .
2

0800

ILatitude

11905100\
10°57130mN
14,°07100m
19°34130mN

21,°51100my

25917130

26°56 130y

Longitude

125°12100"E
125%1711 508
1279511008
128°07100"E

128°10100"%

126°23 1007

126°23100"E

1200

latitude

10°36100MN
15°00 100"y
20°29 100"y

25°1,3 00N

250,800

27°10100MN

Longitude

126°00100"E
128°10100"%
128°%081301E

128°09100"E

126°5410047

127°09100"E

2000

Latitude

1% 130my
16°,2100my

2216100

26°56100MY
25°57130my

27°21100m

Longitude

127°05100"%
128C19100m8

128°12130"E

127°351301E
127°07120vE

122°58100"E



WAR DIARY U.S. S. WHITMAN (DE24) ~G. NOL7Y 79
CONTIDENTIAL ¢/o Fleet Post Office NO _
San Francisco, California E :é I. N O /

ESCORT DIVISION TEN

1 October 1945

loored in berth NOB Mole, San Pedro Herbor, California
portside to U.5.5. BURDEN R, HASTINGS (DE-19), alongside USS
GREER (DE-23). Plus eight (8) time zone in use throughout
unless otherwise specified.

2 October 1945

Moored as before.

3 October 1945

Moored &s before., 0825 lade all preparations for getting
underway. 0827 USS HASTINGS underway from alongside to port.
0831 Undervway breasting alongside USS GREER (DE-23). 0837 Moored
port side to USS GREER (DE=-23) in berth NOB lole, Sean Pedro
Harbor, California.

L4 October 1945

Moored as before. 1015 USS GHREER (DE=-23) underway from
alongside to port. 1017 Underway, enroute to Anchorage "Oboe",
San Pedro Harbor, Celif. in compliance with visual messege
041732. 1037 Anchored in berth "Oboe 1" in 6 fathoms of water
with 45 fathoms of chain to the starboard anchor. 1323 YF-952
moored alongside to starboard. 1325 Commenced unloeding ammuni-
tion. 1830 Completed unhloading all the ammunition on board.
1833 USS YF=-952 underway from alongside to starboard. 1910 Made
all preparations for getting underway. 1921 Underway shifting
berths in accordance with Fort Director San Pedro visual message
050355 of October 1945. 1958 Moored port side to USS HASTINGS
(DE=19) alongside USS GREUER (DE-23) in berth NOB, Mole, San Pedro
Harbor, California.

5 October 1945

Moored as before,

6 October 1945

Moored &s before.

148846

____—_



s
. ‘ .

Ue. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

AKA-90/A12-1
Serial: O47

3 November 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

Froms Commanding Cfficer.
To: Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet and Chief of
Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

Subject: U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90); War Diary for month of Cctober
1945, .
Reference: (a) Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter 1CI~A5.
Enclosure: (A) Subject Diary, herewith.
Yo Enclosure (A) is Forvarded in accordance with reference (a).

CROM ne—

Co o™ .l'\.:\.-;):jbl'-.

RECEIVED SC FILES

Room

20 NOV 1945
Pl No. @0 .. L2 L/ V54 1) 7
191325 7

Doc. No.

Copy Moot/

o L
3153177



L& | &
AA-90/A12-1

Serial: OL7 U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisceo, Calif.

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S.5. WHITLSIDE (AKA-90), U.5. Pacific Fleet, Seventh Fleet, Seventh
Amphibious Force, Transport Squadron 24, Transport Division 36, Task Unit 78.6.3.

1-25 October 1945 zone time minus 9.

1 October 1945,

1500 anchored BUCKNLER BAY, OKINAVA, NANSEI SHOTC, with Transport Sguadron 16,
having steamed, in vicinity COKINAWA GUNTO to avoid track of typhoon, since 22
September 1945,

2 October 1945,
At anchor BUCKNER BAY.

3-5 Cctober 1945,

Underway 3 October 1945 with Transport Squadron 16 (KURE Gr roup of Central Occu=-
pation Group) for KURE, JAFAN., Rear Admiral B, J. Q0DGELS, U.S5. Navy, ComPhibGrp
11, and CTG 54,11 (Central CUccupation Group) embarked in U,.5,.5. CALVERT (AFA-32)
ouPﬁ and CTC, 5 October entered INILAND SEA wia BUNGOC 3SUIDCO and anchored in North-

eastern area IYO NADA overnicht with TG 54.11l.

6=8 October 1945.

6 October proceeded via KUDAKO SUIDC to AKA-NADA anchorage, berth 7, thence to
berth 25 HIRO VAN anchorage, near KUHE, JAPAN., Began unloading Army cargo. 8
October shifted anchorage teo NEKO SETO, berth 11, nearer HIKDO BEACH, Cecmpleted

unloading cargo 2240 item, 8 October.

9-1/, October 1945.

At anchor NIKO SETO. 11 October, CTS 16 with transports under his command
assigned to MAGIC CARPET duty departed for various staging centers to 1lift per-
lﬂnnal to continental United States. This vessel, U.5.5. ml,;m: (AKA=64) , ,

#55. YANCEY (AKA-93) , a_nd u.s.S- TODD (AKA-71) nf ans b remained for fur-
r du : i_.pcmnam incP Poa. dispateh
hFlt fbrwdwﬂr s /

- i
%
., ik
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Serial: O0OL7 U. S. S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90)
Fleet Post COffice
San Francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

for MANILA, P.I., via SUBIC BAY where ten (1) landing craft (eight (8) ICMs two
(2) LCVPs) were picked up.

21-22 Uctober 1945.

21 October at MANILA, P.I. Fueled and provisioned. Reported for duty to Com=—
TransDiv 36, on oral orders from him, or duty in Temporary TransDiv 36,

23-26 Cetober 1945,

23 Cctober underway with Temporary TransDiv 36 for HAIPHONG, FRENCH INDC CHINA,
Captain C. L. TYLEZR, U.S. Navy, embarked in U.S.5. MONRUVIA (APA-31), CTD 36 and
CTU 784643, SOPA and OTC. Arrived 26 October,

27=30 Cctober 1945. Zone time minus 7.

At HAIPHCNG, FRENCH INDO CHINA. Lcaded 583rd Regiment of the 125th Division of
the Chinese 52nd Army, consisting of seventy-six (76) officers, 975 enlisted, and
one (1) interpreter, with regimental cargoe. Colonel LACU YU HANG, Infantry,
Commanding Officer troops. Prior loading, all personnel and cargo were sprayed
with delousing fluid. Major ¥W. H. VAN LOAN, U.S. Army Heserve, reported as Liai-
son Officer.

30-31 Cctober 1945,

30 October underway 1700 with Temporary TransDiv 36 (with 52nd Chinese Army em-
barked) for CHINWANGTAO, CHINA, column formation, Captain C. L. TYLEHR, U.S. Navy,
embarked in U.S.5. MONROVIA (APA-31) CTD 36 and CTU 78.6.3 SOPA and OTC. Consid-
erable diarrhea among the Chinese troops, but, as far as is known, no cholera.

8 a.m., noon and & p.m. positions were as follows:

0800 1200 2000
Oct. Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

1 26°48'00"N 128°42100E

13015 ;w'zal

?
26°201 30" 123‘:31 T azstsarecad wluil

; _,_.p 021 -B&,

1
"
Pl a




AKA=90/A12=1

Serials:

on7

Fleet Post Office

CONFIDENTIAL

—_—

San Francisce, Calif,

8 a.m., noen and 8 p.m. pesitions centinued:

Oct,
17
18
19
21

272
et

24
25
26

30
31

0800

Latitude

25°38100M)
21°47130mN
18°44,1 00N
14°341 30"

14°37100m
15°05130my

20°08130"N

17°56100"N

Lengitude

128°04130m%
12.°04100"E
120°051001E

12016115
116°06100ME
109°57130ME

107°02100"E

108°%18130m"E

1200

lLatitude
24°,730M
21%14,100my

17°4400"N
14°31109my

14°47130"
15°49130"N

18°05100My

Lengitude
127°4,21301E
123%13100"E

119°35'00"E
120°531 545

115°04130"E
109°23130m%

108°59130mE

2000
Latitude Lengitude
23°932120"  126°10'00"E
20°02130"8  121°52120"E
16%22100M  119°24120m8
14%27'00m  119°02'301E
14°52120m  113°02130"E
17°13130"N  108°25130vE
20°02'50"N  107°09'15"E
18°02100M  110°42115"E

N ;' .
LS Y et




AKA=90/A12-1
Serial: 050
Us S. S, VHITESIDE (AKA=90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

3 Decenber 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

Froms Commanding Officer,
Tos Commander in Chief of the United States [Fleet and Chief of
liavael Cperations, Navy Department, iashington, D. C.

Subject: UeSeSe WHITESIDE \.-ﬁm-%); war Diary for month of lovember
lﬁhSo
References (a) Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter 1CI~45,
Enclosures (A) Subject Diary, herewith.
X Enclosure (A) is forwarded in accordance wibh reference (a).
iV DU FALES
Room 2055

ONTETO: A 3
20 DEC 1945 Qb«h\-ﬁ"r--
HthtBC)ﬁ 2 - lI/AKA 40 Gl
L;Cfgiint: ac Doc. Ne. - - L
Copy No. /ot 2=
fea. No. 4’ g;

154425
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Serial: 050 Ue Se Se WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
Fleet Peost Office
San Francisco, Calif,

CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY U.S.S. WHITESIDE (AKA-90), U.S. Pacific Fleet, Service Force, Task
Force 16, permanent post war assignment.

Zone description minus 8 for entire month,
1-7 liovember 1945,

Enrcute HATFLOLG, FIENCH IIDO=-CEIIA to CHINUAKGTAO, CHIUA in company with
Temporary Transport Division 36, with Chinese 52nd Army embarked; Captain C. L.
TYLEL., USN, embarked in U.S.8. LONHOVIA (APA=31), Commander Temporary Transport
Division 36 and Conmander Task Unit 78.6.3, SOFA and O1C. Two (2) Chinese en-
listed soldiers died aboard this vessel at sea enroute from illness, probably
cholera; buried them at sea, The Transport Division encountered floating mines
enroute, in such quantity as to necessitate, on one cccasion, euch of the eight
(8) ships maneuvering independently for approximately an hour te clear the con-
centrated mined area, Upon arrival off CHIN.ANGTAO, at dawn 7 liovember, gun
firing wes seen clearly about seven (7) miles to the nortiward, vicinity of
SHANHATKUAN, Chinese Communists &nd Chinese Central Government troops were re-
ported to be engapged in civil wer, 7 lovember, disembarked Chinese troops (the
563rd Regiment of the 125th Division of 52nd Army, consisting of 76 officers,
973 enlisted and 1 interpreter) alongside dock at CHINLALGTAO. lo recreation
parties were sent, asheore duc to unstable political concitions, Sprayed thor-
ocughly with D.D.T. @ll areas aboard which had been used by Chinese troops.
There was no infection of the Ship's Company.

€ llovenber 1645,

Proceeded CHIIVANGTAO, CIIINA to TAKU, CHINA, in company with Temporary Trans-—
Port Division 36; arrived 9 lHovember,

9=30 lNovenber 1945. At TAKU, CIIIA,

11 lovember, detached from duty with Temporary Transport Division 363 report-
ed to Commander in Chief, U.5, Pacific Fleet, for orders, 13 licvember, on
orders from Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, repcrted te Commander Ser-
vice Force, U.S, Pacific Fleet, for duty (permanent post war assignment). At
anchor, awaiting orders.

8 a.m., noon and 8 p.m. positions were as follows:

0800 1200 2000
Nove Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude
1 189231007 113°03'00"E 18936700 113°55100M5  18°57100MN  115°35'00M%

2 20003100 117°55'00ME  20°23130"N  116°43%00ME  21°06130"N  120°18'00"E

-1 - KECLOSULE (A)
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Serials 050

Use Se Se WHITESIDE (AKA=90)
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

COKFIDENTIAL

8 a.m., noon and € pene positions continued:

0800 1200 2000

liov, latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

3 23°08100"y  122°07'CO"E 23521001 122°51000ME 25°12130my  124°14130M%
4 27935'30"N  124°06%00"E  26°28100"  123°45'30ME  30C15000MN  123°%21430M5
5 329531301 122°3LM45ME 33021030y 122°23130m5  34°56100m  122°45100ME
6 37%0130m0  123°%24000"E 37945015 122°35015mE  38932130my 12150513008
8 39°47130M  119°41000ME
9 38%55102m  118°10'00ME

u.cmﬁ:'hm (J‘L)



/.

A7-1(P)
oy UNITED STATES &;C:;lﬁ Ll ” ™,
Py, 10 ‘e,
Serial 033 {0 .mﬁmg"& COMMANDER IN CHIEP (;b .Y W2
21DEC 1945 0 ™' /3
RECKIV
NEYY CEPARTE
EXS - SOUTiNG SEOTION
From: Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet.
To: The Secretary of the Navye——=r~n WA AR
= A AT
Subject: Ship's History = Forwarding of.
Enclosure: (4) Ship's history of the U.S.5. WHITESIDE
(4K4=90)«
1. gnclosure (A) has been reviewed, declassified

and cleared for publication and is forwarded for use by the
Office of Public Informations

2 The WHITZSIDE supported operations at Iwo Jima,
Okinawa, Nanpo Shoto and Nansei Shotoe She is now engaged in
"magic carpet! duty, returning Pacific veterans.

3 The WHITESIDE is scheduled to arrive at San
Francisco on 27 December, Since she was built and commissioned
at Qakland, California, it is believed her record may provide
material for a press release by Com 12,

W@?_
FITfucH I,

By Direction.

Copy to:
PIO, 12ND (W/encl)
0inC, Fleet Home Town News Center,
Chicaco (W/encl)
AdComPhibsPac (W/encl)
0, U.S.S, WHITESIDE (4KA=90)(less encl)

158847
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HISTORY OF U, S. S. WHITESIDE AKA90
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Type

Design

Length

Breadth

Draft, loaded

Displacement = loaded
light

Fitted to carry

Speed

Propulsion

Propeller

Complement

Troop accomrnodations

I0 JIMA, NANPO SHOTO

OKINAWA, NAMSEI SHOTO

Brief Description of Ship

Invasion

ASSAULT CARGO SHIP
C2=S=B1

L59 feet & 5/16 inches,
Extrene 63 feet,

25 feet 9 inches,
13,860 tons,

6,538 tons,

7’322 tons,

16,7 knots,

Turbine

One.

35 officers, 326 enlisted.

12 Officers, 66 enlisted,

Operations
19 February - 5 larch 1945,
9 - 16 April 1945,

Inemy Occupation Operations

TOKYO BAY, HONSHU, JAPAN

(Lift of units of lsit Cavalry Division from Batangas, Luzon P,I.)

KURE, HONSHU, JAPAN

(Lift of units of 41st Infantry, 10th Corps, 6th U.S. Army from Bugo,

Mindanao, P.I.)

From HAIPHONG, Fr, Indo China to CHDVANGTAO, China 28 October - 7 Novenber

1945,

(76 Officers, 975 enlisted of 583rd Regiment, 125th Division of 52nd

Chinese Army)

2 - I September 1945,

6 - 14 October 19.5.

Chinese Troop Lift




HISTORY of' U.S.E. VEITESIDE (AKA=90)

The U.S.S. WHITESIDE is the third of the six-ship UVALDE class AKAa (AKA
88-93) built by the Moore Dry Dock Company of Oakland, California, It was con=-
verted from the C-2 laritime Corurission desipn, with added heavy cargo handling
equipment, additional berthing and messing spaces for the crew and officers,
davits and hatch cradles to carry 16 LOVPs and 8 LClMs, and the following armament:
one 5"-38 dual purpose gun, four twin mount 40 m.m. guns and eighteen 20 m.m.
gunrs, In addition sixteen ,50 caliber and thirty-two. .30 caliber machine guns
are carried for the landing craft,

On June 12, 1944, the hull was launched at the Moore yard and was sponsored
by Mrs, lMiriam C, Becker, prominent San Francisco society matron and wife of Dr,
George H, Becker, at that time president of the Young lMen's Christian Association
of San Francisco. .The occasion was a commenorative program celebrating the ™'CA's
centennial, Before conversion to navy use, the ship was scheduled to be named the
"S.S. Vings of the l'orning", after a famous clipper ship of the 19th century. The
ultimate name is for the County of "hiteside, state of Illinois, a prosperous
dairy farming sectic:. named after General Samuel "hiteside, who distinguished hime
gelf as a leader of the Rergers in the War of 1812,

Cormander C,P, Voodson, 1SN, accepted command of the WHITESIDE on commission-
ing day, 1l September 194/, fron Cormander Charles G, YcCord, USN (Ret.), repre-
senting the Commandant of tlie Twelfth laval District,

The original roster of officers was as follows:

Commander C.P. Woodson, USNeseeesesenasn +++s.Commanding Officer
Lieutenant C. Hene, USN,eee0cvessns eesesssesixecutive Officer
Lieut.(jg) O.U. Stiff, USNR.ceessscsesasssss avigator
Lieut,(jg) J.l. }McClelland, USNReseesssessss Cunnery Officer
Lieutenant B.R. Everson, USNMRseessesessssessFirst Lieutenant
Lieut.(3g) G.7, Cooper, USNsssssssscessss «+ s Bngineering Officer

(Relieved during shakedevn training by

Lieutenant C.C, York, USNR)

Lieut.(jg) C."'. Hughes, USIRseeeeseseaeesess.Communications Officer
Lieu‘t'-(jgﬂ J.F. Mccoj-lum, Usnll..tho---..!ioﬂss‘t- Engineering Officer.
Ensign R,V, Beegle, USN,qeeseecsssessccsesssccdsstt, Gumnery Officer
Ensign G.J, Joelson, USNRssseeeeeseecsccasssal@tch and Division Officer
Ensign S.'. Scott, USNessesesscssscsenssessssdmsistant to First Lieutenant
Ensign R.E. Spillman, USNReeeseecescccccesssod8sistant Navigator
Ensign C, Stowers, USNReessescscascses sesssssesilateh and Junior Division Officer
Ensign B.'T, Allen, USI'R.ieeesessssccassssssssadssistant Communications Officer
EnSigl CnLc Williams, TESTTR....”.."“.......Rad&r Officer
Ensign R.A, Pierce, BHRysasesseninnvenes seeeCel.C, Officer =
Ensign G.E. Kollasch; USNRessesesssesssasssssdunior Tatch and Division Officer
Lieutena-ﬂt J.'l‘f. Lent, USHR (MC)ouunooolnonoocMBdical Officer
Lieut.(ig) G.E. Teary; USNR (SC)esescesceessoSunply Officer
Boatswain P,W, Tay]-or, USN---.oaocooo-oo.-ou.“sS't. to First Lieutenant
Chief Electrician R«Se liorris, USNReueeeeeos.ASS't. Ingineering Officer
Machinist M.A., Gammon; USN.eeuvevssennssnesesss't, Tngineering Officer
Carpenter W.L, Farifler, USH-...-.-onuu-o-..ﬁss't. to First Lieutenant
pay Clerk N'J° ca'rtm-in, USNRO-.l-ttuuuno.-u.ASS't. to Supply Ofﬁcer
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Ydeved durin- ahe’maown training oy
Lieutenant 7.0, Carew, LSNR)
Lieut.(jg) ¢. ¢ mings, MR ..v..eeesesssessASSTt, Boat Group Commander
Lieut.(Jg) C. wichart, Ui veesesssssvessAss't, Noat Group Commander
Ensign E.J. Lellaker, T8 liessveisssssssssessboat "Tave Cormander
Ensign E.T. 32ko; USIMlaieivecnnnese essescsss0at ave Cormander
Ensign T.F. Meloy, USMlsesecessssossesnsesssoioat lave Cormander
Fnsign K.f. L ic8, USNR,..eseeescvcccsscssessBoat "uve Cormander
Ensign J.P. Moore, USKR,ueeesesnsiscsssessseslioat Wave Commander
Ensign ¥.0. Fatfield, USMReqesucsssesesessss.Boat ave Commander
Ensign J.K. Shiffler,; USFliesssceccssscessscesBoat "ave Commander
Ensign R.E. Milier, USHResssessscssssessaeeseBoat llave Commander

WE M. Ari.er. #, U Rieee-vaionas.eBoat Gro' Commandey
Re

Like most new ships built during the war, the WHITESIDE had at the outset
an inexperienced crew, made up chiefly of men who had never been to sea. Yhen she
sailed out of San Francisco herbor for shakedo'm cruise she had only one deck off-
icer who was qualified as a watch stander and only 16 of the 36 officers had ever
been to seca before, The proportion of men new to the sea among the crew was even
greater,

Following is a chronology of the ship's activities to date:
11-24 September 1944

Loaded fitting out stores, armunition, fuel and provisions, Testing machinery
and equipment, Depermed and degaussed,

24 September - 31 October 1944

Conducting shakedown exercises and amphibious training off San Pedro, San
Clemente, San Diego and Oceanside, California,

31 Octohber - 7 Noverier 1944

Undergoing post shakedovm availability at Naval Drydocks, Terminal Island,
San Pedro, California,

7-18 November 1944.

Underway and loading miscellaneous cargo at San Francisco; California,
18«2l November 1944

Underway independently from San Francisco to Pearl Harbor; T.H.
24~30 November 19414

Discharging miscellaneous cargo, Pearl Harbor, T.H. Reported Commander
Transport Squadron 16 for duty.

1-5 December.1944

Moored in Pearl Harbor,



6-16 Decembar 1944. (Temporary duty with Comuander Transport Squadron 15).

Participated with Army in amphibious training exercises in Maalcea Bay, Maui,
T.H., including tactical exercises, night retirements, simulated and actual bsach
landings of combat cargo and personnel, and firing exercises., On 13 December the
WHITESIDE and the U.S.S. BAYFIELD (APA33) collided during darkmess while for..ing
up for a night retirement exercise. This ship, which was in column astern U.S.S.
SIBLEY (APA206), was ramned on the starboard side, in MNo, 2 hold, by the BAYFIELD.
No personnel were injured on either ship. The ship completed the week's training
excreises with Transport Squadron 15; then discharged the combat cargo and person-
nel at Honolulu, T,H,

18-24 December 1944 at Pearl Harbor, T.H,

Aviaiting availability of dryvdock to effect repairs of damage caused by
collision,

20,31 December 1944
In #4 Drydock, Pearl Harbor,
1-12 January 1945
Undergoing painting and miseellaneous repairs in Pearl Harbor.

12-18 January 1945

Participated in amphibious training exercises with Transport Squadren 16 off
Maui and Kahoolawe Islands, T.H.

19-27 January 1945

Loaded 2250 tons of combat cargo and Army personnel consisting of 1C officers
and 129 enlisted men for Iwo Jima invasion,

27 January « 19 February 1945
Underway from Pzarl Harbor, T.H. to Iwo Jima, Nanpo Shoto, in ¢ompany with

ships of Transport {juadron 14, part of Task Force 51, stopiing at Eniwetok, Mar-
shall Islands and Saipan, }arianas Islands, en route,

19 February - 5 March 1945

At Iwo Jima; participated in D Day landings; unloaded carge ammunition during
first week, retiring cach night to avoid air attacks in transport areca, Dur,
sccond week at objective discharged carge into LCMs, LSMo and LSTs, Loaded X3 188
casualties for transvortatien to Guam; departed Iwo Jima on 5 March 1945 with
Transport Division 33, Transport Squadron 16 having sailed previously,
5=19 Farch 1945

‘En route from Iwo Jima to Esperitu Santo, New Hebrides Islands, stopping at
Guam, Marianas Islands (to debark casualties) and Tulagi, Florida Island,enroute.
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20-24 March 1945 at Esperitu Santo,

Loaded 1682 tons of combat cargo for 27th Division, 10th U.S. Army, for
Ckinawa invasion,

25 March = 9 April 1945
Underway in company with Transport Squadron 16 (Task Group 51,3) Commander
Transport Squadron 16, Commodore J.B. lcGovern, USN, OTC and SOPA, from Espe 'itu

Santo to Ckinawa, Nansei Shotd, stopping for logistics enroute at Ulithi, Westerr
Caroline Islands,

9=16 April 1945

Unloading combat cargo and personnel at Okinawa for 27th Army Division, using
ship's boats and one 1SM, During this week daily raids by Japanese suicide planes
were made but none were successful in attacks on ships of Transport Squadron 16,
The unloading was slowed by the necessity for the crew to go to general quarters
at least twice a day, sometimes for continuous periods of several hours., Two
planes vere engaged by gun fire from this vessel., Fog generators and smoke
floats were used nightly to screen the ship during attacks.
16-20 April 1945

Underway with Transport Squadron 16 from Okinawa to Saipan, Vhen the squad-
ron sailed on 21 April from Saipan, this vessel remained to effect boiler repairs.

2-25 April 1945

Sailed independently from Saipan to Ulithi via Guam, Karianas Islands, to
load boats and Transport Squadron 16 stores,

26 April-8 May 1945
At Ulithi, Fired pgunnery practices with Transport Squadron 16,
8-14 Yay 1945

Underway independently for Lunga, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, via Manus,
Admiralty Islands, under orders Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet,

14 May - 2 June 194L°

Loaded Army and Navy cargo at Lunga, Guadalcanal, and proceeded to Munda,
Sasavelle anchorage, New Georgia Islands, where additional cargo was lifted,
Proceeded then to Finschhafem, New Guinea, where the entire Army‘cargo was dis- -
charged at the dock. Another Army cargo was loaded here for Leyte and Subic Bay,
Philippine Islands,
2-6 June 1945

Underway independently from Finschhafen to Leyte, Philippine Islands.
6=11 June 1945

Discharged part of Army cargo (868 tons) at Tacloban, Leyte, and all Navy
cargo at Guivan Harbor, Samar Island, P,I,

-



12-25 June 1945

Proceeded independently to Subic Bay, Luzon, P,I,; arrived 14 Jun‘a and re=
norted to Commander Transsort Sguadron 16 and Corriander Transport Divi:iJjon 48 for
duty, Discharged all cargo.

26 June = 22 July 1945

Proceedad with ships of Transport Division 48 to Danae, Cebu Island, Phil-
ippine Islands; loaded coibat troops nnd equipment of tihe Americal Division and
articipated with them in amphibious training off Cebu beaches,

22 July - 19 August 1945

22 July departed Cebu with-U.S.S, LUBBOCK (APA-197) for Guiuan, Samar, for
stores; then to Subic Bay, P,I,, independently; arrived 26 July and effucted
boiler repairs, On 7 August’ procceded independently to Lucena, Luzon, P.I.; ice
joined Transport Division 48, and partieipated in amphibious training with the
1st Cavalry Division, This training continued until 15 August when the Japanese
surrender was announced, COn 16 August procceded independently to Subic Bay, P.Il.,
fueled and provisioned, At Anchor until 20 August.,

2024 August 1945

20 August procceded independently to Batangas, Luzon, P.I.; rejoined Transe
port-Division 48; And cmbarked 106 personnel of the 432nd Port Company, lot Cav-
alry, and loaded 812 tons of corbat cargo for Tokyo Force operation,

24 August - 2 September 1945

Underway with Transport Squadron 16, part of Task Force 33 (Tokyo Force'
from Batangas to Tokyo B~y, Japan, stopping at Subic Bay, P.I., for a 48 howr
delay due to storm conditions, 2 September 1945 arrived at Yok ohama, Japan;
Jap surrender ceremonies aboard U,S.S, FISSOURI (BB63) anchored in Tokyo Bay
occurred during the forenoon,

2-3 September 1945
Discharged combat cargo and personnel over Yokohama docks,
4=~19 September 1945

"4 September - underway vith Transport Squadron 16 from Yokohama to Leyte
Gulf, Philippine Islands; Arrived 11 September; provisioned and fueled, The
YIHITZSIDE (OTC) and the U.S.S, IENAWEE (APAl955 then proceeded to EUgd, liacajalar
Bay, Mindanao Island, Philippine Islands, and loaded combat cargo and persor. .
of the 4lst Infantry Division, 10th Corps, 6th U.S. Army ovur pontoon docks.

20 September - 6 October 1945

20 September rejoined Transport Squadron 16 (which was returning loaded from
Zamboanga) and procceded Leyte CGulf, P,I.; at davm 21 Scptember VHITESIDE pro=
ceeded independently to Tacloban for Army Cargo; Transport Squadron 16 anchored
lbuyog. 22 September underway with Transport Squadron 16 (Kure Group of Central
Occupation Group) from Leyte Gulf to Kure, Honshu Island, Japan, Rear Admiral
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B, J. Rodgers, USN, Commander Amphibious Group 11 and Commander Task Group Ji.il
OTC and SOPA; Commodore J. B. McGovern, USN, Commander Transport Squadron 16,
Cormandar Kure Group, Enroute the squadron was diverted to Buckner Bay, Okinawa,
where it remained until 3 October except for a period of 3 days (28 Septcmber to
1 October) when the ships left the harbor and sailed around the island to avoid
the track of a typhoon. On 5 Gctober, the squadron entered the Inland Sen via
Bungo S'trait and anchored overnight in swept channel northwestern part of Iyo
Nada, and next morning proceceded via Kudasko Suido to anchorage at Hiro Yan,

6-15 October 1945

At anchor Hire Wan, near Kure, Japan; completed dischnrging Army carpgo and

troops into ship's‘boats, LSls, LCTs and barges 8 October, 9 to 12 October sent

acreation parties, with beer from ship's cargo, to Nasake Jima, Hiro Wan, and on
13 and 14 October scnt recreation parties to Hiroshima, the tirst Japanesc c*tv
destroyed by an atomic bomb, 20 miles north of Hiro Yan, On 11 October, Con:ana.
Transport Squadron 16, with transports assisned to MAGIC CARPET (Transporting
armed forees to continental U.S.) duty, departed Hiro an for various staging
centers, This vesscl with three (3) othwr AKAs of the squadron remained for duty
to be assigned by Comnander in Chief, U.S. Pacifie Flect,

12 October 1945. In compliance with CincPac/CincPoa dispatch 112052 reporte.
to Commander Seventh Flect for duty in connection with 1lift of Chinese Troops.
Further reported Comrander Seventh Amphibious Force and Commander Transport Sqund-
ron 2‘&.

15«21 October 1945.

0600 Underway with U.5.S. TOLTAND (AXA-6L) Commander Task Unit 54.18.26,
U.S.S. YANCEY (AXA-93) for Manila, P,I., via Subic Bay where ten (10) landin
craft (eight (8) LCMs, two (2) LCVPs) werc picked up,

21-22 October 1945,

21 October at lManila, P,I,- Fucled and provisioned.” Reported for dnty to
Commander Transport Division 36. 1uis is the first visii of the IILISILE to-
lanilc, = ) ‘

23-26 October 1945.

23 October underway with Temporary Transport Division 36 for Halphong, FRarch
Indo China, Captain C. L. TYLER, U.S, Navy, cmbarked in U,S.S, 1'ONROVIA (APA-31),
Commander Transport Division 36 and Commander Task Unit 72.6.3, SOPA and OTC,
Arrived 26 October,

27-30 October 1945

At Haiphong. Loaded cargo and troops, 76 officers and 975 enlisted, of
583rd llegiment, 125t1 Divigion of the 52nd Chinese (Central Government) Arny.
Colonel LAO YU ILNG, infantry, C.0, Troops.

&




30 vetober = 7 November 1945.

Preceedad from French Indc-China to Chinwangtac, China, in company w:
Temporary Transport Division 36; arrived 7 November, Tveo Chinese enliste
divd at sea enroute, {rom illness, probably cholera. Buried them at se:.

The Transport Division encountered floating mines enroutc, in such quantity
as to necessitate, on onc occasion, each of the eirht (8) ships maneuvering
independently for approximately an hour to clear the concentrated mincd area.
Upon z ‘»ival off Chinwangtac, at dawn 7 Novembsr, gun firing was seen clearly
to the Northward, vicinity of Shanhaikuan., Chinese Commmnists end Chinese
Central Covernment troops vere repori ' to be enga.ed in eivil war,

7= November 1945.

Disembariked Chinese troops and cargo alongside dock 2t Chinwangtao. No
recreation parties were sent ashere due to unstablc conditions,

S=lovember 1945,

Procecded Chinvangtac, China, to Taku, China, in comnany with Tempor .y
Transport Division 36; arrived 9 November,

930 Novenber' 19L%

At Taku. Novorber 12 dctached fronuTransport Division.36; reported to
Commander in Chief, U,S. Pacific Fleet, and to Commander Scrvice Force, U.S.
Paeific Floet,  for duty (permanent postwar assiznment),
l=Decerber 1945,

Reported for duty in MAGIC CARPET (transporting personnel to cortinental
United StﬁtGS) .

Note: In accordance with AlNav 318-45, the following information is add:-~*

The U.S.5. "EITESIDL (4XA=90) has had only one Comianding Cfficer,
Commander CHARLES PHILIP "X CDSCN, U.S. Navy, 39237, whosc home address is
1349 J-sephine Street, Derkeley, California.

Since commissicning, 1o awards fev outstanding perfermance cof duty have
been assigned to personncl of this ve. .1,
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