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WAR DIARY

SECRET

" 1 December 1944. Zone Description Plus 93, Moored to Pier K7, Naval Supply Depot,

A

Pearl Harbor, Oshu Island, T.H,, discharging cargo, completing same on 4 December,
when shift was made to moor in Berth C-6, East Lock, Pearl Harbor,

9 December 1944, Underway with Task Unit 13,10.8 (0.T.C. in USS HIGHLANDS (APA-119)),
in accordance with Comamphibpac Training Urder #Al-4l4, for amphibious warfare
training and tactical maneuvers in Maul Island area. Expended the following
ammunition in anti-aireraft practice on above date: 6 rounds of 5"/38, 212 rounds

of 4O mm, 312 rounds of 20 mm,

16 December 1944. Underway singly in accordance with Adcomphibpac secret despatch
160107 of December to Kauaihae Bay, Hawaii, T.H., for experimental work with Fifth
Marine Division, U.S.S., DIONNE (DE2Al) escorting. Anchored this date in bay
mentioned above, where the tests of the possibility of LCM(3) landing craft
carrying and landing AL=M3 Medium Tanks of 71,000 pounds were conducted,

17 December 1944. Underway singly, in accordance with Adcomphibspac secret despatch
160107 of December 1944, for Fearl Harbor, mooring in Berth X12, East Lock, on
18 December 1944.

27 December 1944. Underway in company with Transdiv 47 (0.T.C. in U.S5.S. RUTLAND),
in accordance with Comtransdiv 47 secret Operation Order 2=4), to Hilo Bay, Hawaii,
T.Hs, for loading of combat cargo and dogs, and to embark combat troops, mooring
to Pier #3 on 28 December 1944,

o

Commander, (Dlls, USNRe




WAR DIARY

CONFIDENTIAL

1 Jamuary 1945. Zone Description Plus 94. Moored to Pier #3, Hilo Bay, Hawaii,
T.H., loading combat cargo. Underway this date in company with Transdiv 47
(0.T.C. in U.S.S. RUTLAND) in accordance with Comtransdiv 47 Training Order
2=4)y and Adcomphibspac secret dispatch 310015 of 31 December 1944, to Maui
Island, T.H., area for amphibious warfare training and tactical maneuvers, re-
turning to Pearl Harbor, T.H., on 3 January 1945, mooring in Berth XII, East
Lock.

12 January 1945. Underway with Task Unit 51.12.2 in company with Task Force
53 (0.T.C. in U.S.S, AUBURN) in accordance with Comphibspac Training Order
A30=44, to Lahina Roads and Maalea Bay, Maui, T.H., area, for amphibious war-
fare training and tactical maneuvers, returning to Pearl Harbor, T.H., on

18 January, mooring in Berth C-4, On 12 January the following ammunition was
expended in anti-aircraft practice: 4 rounds of 5"/38, 284 rounds of 40 mm,
and 414 rounds of 20 mm, On 18 January the following ammunition was expended
in anti-aircraft practice: 9 rounds of 5"/38, €37 rounds of 4O mm, and 2,855
rounds of 20 mm.

27 January 1945. Underway with Task Unit 51,12,2 in company with Task Force
53 (0.T.Ce in U.S.S. CECIL) in accordance with Comphibspac Operation Order
A25-LY to Eniwetok, Marshall Islands. Changed Zone Description to 10 and then
104. Position at 2000 was 20-20.5 N, 159=33W. Expended the following ammu-
nition in anti-aircraft practice: 7 rounds of 5"/38, 772 rounds of 40 mm, and
641 rounds of 20 mm.

28 January 1945, Positions were as follows: 0800- -19-49N, 161=25W; 1200w
19-45.4N, 162-0L; 2000-=19=39N, 163-56,5W, Expended the following ammunition
in anti-aircraft practice: 222 rounds of 40 mm, and 374 rounds of 20 mm,

29 January 1945. Changed to Zone Description Plus 11. Positions were as
followe: O0800==19=26,5N, 166=16,50; 1200==19=23N, 166=58W; 2000m==19=02,4N,

168‘“[-‘}.3“.

30 Jannary 1945. Positions were as follows: 0800--18-/0N, 171-28W; 1200~
18-34,5N, 172-16W; 2000~-18-07N, 174-15i,

31 January 1945. Changed to Zone Description Plus 113. Positions were as follows:
0800==17=30N, 176=47W; and 1200==17-20N, 177=41W. Crossed International Date
Line at 2345 at latitude 16-4\N,




WAR DIARY

CONFIDENTIAL

1 February 1945. Zone Description Plus 1134, Enroute Eniwetok, Marshall
Islands with Task Unit 51.12,2 in company with Task Force 53 (0.T.C. in U.S.S,
CECIL) in accordance with Comphibepac Operation Order A25-L4. Changed Zone
Description to Minus 12, Positions were as follows: 0800--16-13N, 178-05E;
1200—=15-59N, 177-14E; 2000—15-31,5N, 175-31E., Advanced calendar one day

at 1&)0.

3 February 1945. Positions were as follows: 0800==l4=46N, 172-52E; 1200-=
14=32,5N, 171-59E; 2000-14~01N, 170-08E, Expended the following ammunition
in anti-aireraft practice: 170 rounds of 4O mm, and 916 rounds of 20 mm,

L4 February 1945. Changed to Zone Description Minus 113, Poeitions were eas
follows: 0800-=13-25N, 167-30E; 1200--13-25, 167-29E; 2000--12-28N, 164-49E.

5 February 1945, Changed to Zone Description Mimus 11. Arrived in Eniwetok
Atoll, Marshall Islands, and anchored in Berth 405, anchorage "F", Position
at 0800 was 11-30N, 162-31,5E,

6 February 1945. Underway to receive fuel oil from U.S.S. CHIPOLA, and re-
turned to anchorage.

7 February 1945. Underway to receive water from U.S.S. BEAGLE, and returned
to anchorage. Underway with Task Unit 51,12,2 (0.T.C. in U.C.C. CECIL) in
accordance with Comphibspac = Sortie = “rder A36-44 and Comphibspac Operation
Plan A25-LL to Saipan. Position at 2000 was 11-O4LW, 162-OLE. ended the
following ammunition in anti-aircraft practice: 20 rounds of 5"/38, 380 rounds
of 40 mm, and 100 rounds of 20 mm,

8 February 1945. Positions were as follows: 0800=~11-49N, 159-35E; 1200~=11-
5945N, 158-49.5E; 2000--12-20N, 157-11,5E,

9 February 1945. Changed to Zone Description Minus 103. Fositions were as
follows: O0B00--12-50N, 154-43E; 1200=13-01N, 153-49E; 2000--13-22N, 152-15E,

10 February 1945, Changed to Zone Description Minus 10, Positions were as
{z}r.lm: 0800--13-52N, 149-4445E; 1200-=13~5145N, 148-56E; 2000=-=14=11N,

11 February 1945. Arrived in Saipan Harbor for staging of coming operation
and for logistics; and anchored in Berth M-23,

12 Februay 1945+ Underway with Task Unit 51.12,2 in accordance with Comphibspac

Training “rder A33-44, in Salpan - Tinian area in st ¢
operation, Position at 2000 was 15-161, m_é:taﬂngplrt staging of coming




WAR DIARY

CONFIDENTIAL

13 February 1945. Returned to Saipan Harbor for logistics, anchoring in
Berth )10,

16 February 1945, Underway with Task Unit 51.12,2 in accordance with Come
phibspac Operation Plan A25-44 to accomplish Comphibpac Oper'atlon Plan
A25-Ll,. Position at 2000 was 15-24.5N, 145-03E.

17 and 18 February 1945. Positions were as follows:

0800 i 1200 2000
2/17 16-19N, 142-43E 17-01N,143-03,51E 18-05N, 141-57E
2/18 20-1h.5N 148-42,5E 20-56N,142-17E 22-Ll,45N,142-15E

19 February 1945. Arrived in Transport Area, Iwo Jima, Bonin Islands, about
0640 and lowered away all boats for participating in the capture of Iwo Jima,
By day lying to, maintaining position in outer transport area, keeping station
on U,S.S, CECIL (Comtransron 16); disembarked all rocket troops and dogs,

and commenced unloading cargo on call, Retired from transport area for the
night in company with other units as ordered by Division Commander.

20 February 1945. Returned to Uuter Transport Area, lying to in Transport

Area as on 20th, continuing unloading of cargo on call, and relcading cargo
to free boats which had returned from beach, due to poor beach conditions,

Retired for the night as before,

21 February 1945. Returned to area and moved into inshore transport area,
lying-to, maintaining position as before, and continued unloading cargo on
call and reloading cargo returned from the beach, both by day and night, until
23 February,.

23 February 1945. At 1135 anchored in Berth 21 and commenced general unloading,
At 1935 on 23 February the following ammunition was expended in anti-aircraft
action against two enemy planes: 406 rounds of 4O mm and 1,217 rounds of 20 mm,
Continued general unloading of cargo until morning of the 25th when we shifted
our anchorage to Berth 20A, and resumed general unloading of carge until entire
load discharged on 27 February. (Refer to Secret Action Report file A2-11/A12,
Serial 005 of 11 March 1945 submitted by this vessel for further account of
Action in the Iwo Jima area,

27 February 1945, Underway with Task Unit 51.16,7 in accordance with Comtaskfor
51 secret despatch 270435 of 27 February, to rendezvous area and to proceed to
Saipan, Position at 2000 was 24=-23,5N, ]J;l-loxe :

28 February 1945, Positions were as :enm; 0800=m.
1k1-59332000—m-383 11.2-2651:. 3 LR R
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WAR DIARY
CONFIDENTIAL

1 March 1945. Zone Description Minus 10, Enroute to Saipan with Task Unit 51.,16.7
in accordance with ComTaskFor 51 secret despatch 270435 of 27 February, OTC in
U.S.5, RUTLAND (APA 192), Positions were as follows: 0800 - 18922'N, 143°920'Z;
1200 - 18°07'N, 143°30'E; 2000 - 169391N, LL44CL2'E,

2 larch 1945, Arrived in Saipan Harbor and anchored in Berth L57, shifting anchorage
to Berth L4l on 4 March., Position at 0800 on 2 March was 15°18'M, 145°18'E,

5 larch 1945, Underway in accordance with ComTransRon 16 secret speedletter CTS16/
Al=3, serial 0021 of 4 liarch 1945 and rendezvoused with other ships of TransRon 16
(OTC in U.5.S. CECIL (APA 96)) to proceed in company to Tulagi Island., Position
at 2000 was 14°37'l, 145°05'E,

6 and 7 March 1945. Positions were as follows:

0800 1200 2000
3/6 10°427N, 143°40'E 09°531, 143°39.5'% 089061N, 143042'E
3/7 05°LO'N, 143948'E 04O46, 143°L9'E 039291, 144036'E

8 larch 1945, Changed to Zone Deseription linus 105, Positions for & and 9 March
were as follows:

0800 ' 1200 2000
3/8 0°05'N, L46°41'E 01°35'), 147°31'E 00942'N, 1549°35'E
3/9 00020'3, 15095645'E 00°19's, 152931'E

10 March 1945, Changed to Zone Description ifinus 11, FPositions for 10 and 11 liarch
were as follows:

0800 1200 2000
3/10 01°027S, 154936'% 01°21'S, 155°17'C 0200515, 156945 'E
3/11 03°1213, 158956 04°051s, 1599391E 05%42's, 160°05'S

12 March 1945. Arrived in Tulagi Harbor and anchored in Berth 7.

13 larch 1945. Underway in accerdance with ComTransRon 16 secret speedletter CTS16/
AL=3/CPK, serial 0023 of 12 March 1945, in company with TransRon 16 (0IC in U.5.S.
CECIL (APA 96)) to Espiritu Santo, Positions for 13 and 14 larch were as follows:

0800 1200 2000
3/13 0991975, 160°09,5'E 0994218, 160054432
3/14 12°57's, 163°40'E 13°42'S, 164°24'E 1494013, 165033'E

15 March 1945, Arrived in Pallikulo Bay, Espiritu Santo and anchored in Berth 17.
Position at 0800 was 15950'S, 166°58'E, Shifted from Berth 17 and entered Dry-
dock ABSD-1 for renewal of ship's propeller and repair of tail shaft,

19 larch 1945. Shifted from Drydock ABSD-1 to anchorage in Berth 17.

26 March 1945, Shifted from anchorage in Berth 17 and reentered Drydock ABSD-1,

29 March 1945, Shiften from Drydock ABSD-1 to go alongside YO 183 in anchorage
Berth 23 for taking on fuel oil, Later shifted to anchorage in Berth /21. Then
underway singly in llew liebrides area for trial runs during night of 29-30 lMarch,

30 larch 1945, lUoved to Pier #4, Segond Channel, Espiritu Santo, to load cargo.

%[ THO!:'.’PS;

Commender, (DM}, UsE,
Commanding U.S5.S5. WHITLEY (AKA9L).




WAR DIARY
CONFIDENTIAL

1 April 1945. Zone Description linus 1l. Moored to Pier /4, Segond Channel,
Espiritu Santo, loading cargo and embarking passengers. Underway singly for
Guadacanal in accordance yith CinCPac secret dispatch 202335 of larch. Position
at 2000 was 140°30's, 166 L6'E.

2 April 1945, Positions were as follows: 0800 - 1204413, 164°5315; 2000 - 1005013,
160°04'E,

3 April 1945. Arrived at Cuadacanal and anchored in Berth 1 West., Fositions were
as follows: 0800 - 09%40'3, 161°18'E; 1200 - 09°22'S, 160°36'E,

4 April 1945, Shifted from anchorage and moored to Point Cruz Dock for loading cargo
and embarking passengers.,

6 April 1945. Underway singly in accordance with CinCPAC secret despateh 202335 of
March 1945, and orders of Port Director, Guadalecanal, for Tulagi and arrived there
this date. Underway singly in accordance with CinCPAC secret dispatech 202335 of
March 1945 for Pearl Harbor. Position at 2000 was 08935'S, 160°10,5'E,

7 and 8 April 1945. Positions were as follows:

0800 1200 2000
L/T 06°34'S, 161°34'% 06°03'S, 162010,5'% 0495715, 163921E
L/8 03°16'S, 1659161% 0204413, 165952'E 02°20's, 166°361E

9 April 1945. Changed to Zone Description Minus 11., Positions were as follows:
1200 - 01°32'N, 169°11'E; 2000 = 02045'N, 170°30'E,
10 April 1945. Changed to Zone Description Minus 12, Positions were as follows:
0800 = 04%09'N, 172°49'E; 1200 - O4O37'N, 1730311E; 2000 - 05932'N, 174°56,5'E,
11 April 1945. Changed to Zone Description Plus 11!, Positions were as follows:
0800 - 06939'N, 177°00'E; 1200 - 06054'N, 177°39.5'B; 2000 - 07°29'N, 178958!%,
11 April 1945, Retarded calendar one day, having crossed the International Date Line.
Changed to Zone Description Flus 11, Positions were as follows:
0800 - 08°30'N, 178°57%ii; 1200 - 09°02'N, 178013'W; 2000 - 09949,5'N, 17695411,
12 April 1945, Changed to Zone Description Plus 10 3/4, Positions were as follows:
0800 = 10°43'N, 174°46vi;; 1200 - 11°903'1, 174901'y; 2000 - 11°40'™N, 1720361,
13 April 1945, Changed to Zone Description Plus 10}, Positions were as follows:
0800 - 12°4,0tN, 170925'7; 1200 - 13°001W, 169°41'y; 2000 - 13940'N, 16801711,
1, April 1945. Changed to Zone Description Plus 10, Positions were as follows:
0800 - 14°39'N, 165°56'1W; 1200 - 15900'N, 165°10t%,
15 April 1945, Changed to Zone Description Plus 9. Positions were as follows:
0800 - 17°30'N, 161°2811; 1200 - 1z°5slrr, 16005517; 2000 - 18°57411, 159°45'W,
16 Aprilll945. Position at 0800 was 20°38"i, 158°0R'W, Arrived Fearl Harbor and
moored to Berth K-l, Disembarked passengers and commenced unloading cargo.
17 spril 1945, onifted to moor in pertn 5-15, mast Lock, Fearl Harbor,
20 April 1945, Shifted to moor to Berth K-1, Pearl Harbor and resumed unloading
Cargo.
25 hpril 1945, Shifted to moor in Berth X-7, Pearl Harbor, having completed un-
loading of cargo.
27 April 1945, Shifted and entered Drydock /4, Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor,

- tﬁéé?%?f'THOHPSOé

Commander, (DY), USIR,
Commanding U.S.S. WHITLEY (AKA 91).




W DIARY

CONFIDENTIAL

1 May 1945. Zone Description Plus 95. Drydocked in Drydock #4, Navy Yard, Pearl
Harbor.

3 May 1945, Undocked from Drydock /#4 and moored to SS Evans Creek at Coal Docks,
Pearl Harbor.

6 May 1945. Underway for trial runs in neutral area, returned and moored in
Berth X=10 this date,

7 May 1945, Underway singly as Task Unit 13,10,10 in accordance with secret Exper-
imental Orders of AdComPhibPAC No. A2-45, serial 00420 to conduct anchoring
experiment in the laul area; returned to Pearl Harbor on 10 May and moored
to USS HARRY LEE (APA 10) in Berth X-2, shifting later to moor to USS PROCYON
(AKA 2) in Berth X-2.

11 May 1945, Underway in accordance with AdComPhibsPAC Lovement Order #60-45 as
part of Task Unit 13,10,14 in company with six other ships for San Francisco,
California, SOP and OTC Captain O'Leary (ComTransDiv 63) in U.S.S. CHARLES
CARROL (APA 28),

12 May 1945. Changed to Zone Description Flus 9. Positions 12 to 16 May, in-
clusive, were as follows;

0800 1200 2000
5/12 23°27'N, 1559460 23953'N, 155003'% 24056'N, 153°L2'W
5/13 26924'N, 151°16'V 260541, 15002511 27°49'N, LLBOLL Y
5/, 2924'N, 146°1317 299561N, 145021y
5/15 31°58'N, 1409391 32°28,5'N, 139°40% 33%15'N, 1370481
5/16 34°24', 13495817 3LOLLN, 133°58') 35°30tN, 132°00%W

13 to 16 May 1945 the following ammunition was expended in anti-aircraft practice:
5/13 152 rds of 4OM and 240 rds of 20MM,

5/, 8 rds of 5"/38, 287 rds of 4OMM, and 1042 rds of 20M0f,
5/15 14 rds of 5"/38, 432 rds of 4O0M, and 870 rds of 20N,
5/16 15 rds of 5"/38, and 264 rds of 4OMM,

17 May 1945. Changed to Zone Description Plus 8. Positions were as follows:
0800 = 36927'N, 129°03'W; 1200 = 36048'N, 127°56'l; 2000 = 37°25'N, 12595311/,
Expended following ammunition in anti-aireraft practice this date:

10 rds 5"/38, 108 rds 401, 1320 rds 2004,

18 May 1945. Changed to Zone Description Plus 7. Anchored in Berth 4, Anchorage
12, San Francisco Harbor, California.

20 May 1945. Underway singly in accordance with ComliesSeaFron Secret liovement
Order 144~L5 of 19 May 1945 for Grays Harbor, Washington.

21 May 1945. FPositions were as follows: 0800 - 41948, 124°50'W, 1200 -
L2OLLIN, 124953,5'; 2000 = 44O34.5'N, 124°37'W,

22 May 1945, Arrived Grays Harbor, Washington and moored to pier for loading

cargo.
(o

Commander, (DX), USNR,
Comnanding USS WHITLEY (AXKA 91).




AR _DIARY

CONF IDENTIAL

1 June 1945. Zone Description Plus 7. loored to pier, Grays Harbor, Washington
loading cargo.

5 June 1945. Completed loading cargo. Underway singly for Pearl Harbor in accord-
ance with ComilesSeaFron llovement Order 162255 and ComilesSeaFron letter dated
L June 1945,

6 June 1945« Positions were as follows: 0800 - 46°19'N, 128°35'; 1200 - 46°06M,
12994,8W; 2000 - K4O56'N, 132007'W,

7 June 1945, Changed Zone Description to Plus 7i. Positions for 7 and 8 June were

as follows:

0800 1200 2000
6/7 43°0L'N, 135925 42°22'N, 1386927'W 40°50'N, 138039"W
6/8 389L2'N, 141°36 37%41N, 142935y 36%12'N, L44°34'W,

9 June 1945, Changed to Zone Description Plus 8. Positions were as follows:
0800 = 33°51'N, L47°17'W; 1200 - 33°04'N, 148°08'7; 2000 - 31°931tM, 1499494,
Expended 11 rds of 5"/38 in firing on unidentified object.
10 June 1945, Changed to Zone Description FPlus 9. Positions were as follows:
0800 - 29°13'N, 151955073 1200 - 289331N, 152°31'w; 2000 - 27°00,5'N, 154°00'W,
Expended following ammunition in anti-aircraft practice this date: 10 rds 5"/38,
76 rds 4O\,
11 June 1945. Changed to Zone Description Plus 9. Positions were as follows:
0800 = 23%16'N, 155°47'7; 1200 - 24925'N, 156%22'l; 2000 = 23°0L'N, 157°39'W,
12 June 1945. Arrived Pearl Harbor and moored to dock, Berth /=3, 'lest Loch, for

unloading cargo.

. U IC:PS:)N
Commander, (DL), USNR,
CODIRB.I'Idin,S U.S.S. -JHIMY (J‘.\..ml. 91)0
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U.5.5. WHITIEY (AKA 91)
JAR DIARY
ONFID
13 June 1945. Moored to dock, Berth W-3, West Loch, Pearl Harbor, T. H.
Unloading cargo. Zone description plus 9 1/2.
20 June 1945. Underway in accordance with Port Director, Pearl Harbor
Despatch 191922, enroute to Kaneohe Bay, Oahu, T. H. Moored to pier
Mokapu Penn., Kaneohe Bay, Oahu, T. H, Commenced discharging cargo.
23 June. Completed discharging cargo. Underway in accordance with
ComHawSeaFron orders, serial No. 0860 of 22 June 1945, enroute to
San Francisco, California. Expended the following ammunition in anti-
aircraft practice this date: 3022 rounds of 20 MM; 673 rounds of 40 M;

56 rounds of 5"38, Positions 23 to 29 June inclusive were as follows:

0800 1200 2000
6/23 22 19N, 157 14 W 23 34 N, 155 53
6/24, 25 05N, 153 24 W 25 LAN, 152 28 W 26 46 N, 150 45
6/25 28 20 N, 148 17 W 29 OON, 147 20 W 29 54 N, 145 27
6/26 3L 14N, 142 4O W 31 38N, 140 39 W 32 34 N, 139 37

6/27 33 45N, 136 03 W 34 14N, 13524 W 3220 N, 133 19
6/28 37 51 N, 131 46 W 38 L2N, 131 18 W 40 35 N, 130 21
6/29 43 30 N, 128 53 W Ll 31N, 128 20 W 46 28 N, 127 18
24 June. Changed to zone description plus 9.

25 June. Changed to zone description plus 8 1/2.

26 June. " "o ] "8,
27 June. " "o n R B I 5
28 June. " IR, " LI 8

30 June., loored to pier 66, Elliott Bay, Puget Sound, Seattle, Washington.
1 July. loored to pier 66, Elliott Bay, Puget Sound, Seattle, Washington.
zone dewcription Flus 7.
5 July. Underway in accordance Port Director's orders, Seattle, Washington,
enroute to Bangor, Hood Canal, Washington. Commenced loading cargo.

1.




U.S.S. WHITLEY (AKA 91)

12 July. Completed loading cargo. Underway in accordance with ComWestSealron
movement order O-50-F of 10 July 1945, enroute to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, T. He
Positions 12 to 18 July were as follows:

0800 1200 2000

/12 W8 24 N, 125 55 W
/13 46 32 N, 129 08 W 46 OL N, 130 00 W 44 43 N, 132 18 W
7/, k2 50N, 135 28% L2 10N, 136 29W 4O 1L N, 138 53 W
7/A5 3BLTN, LLATW  3739N, L2 45 W 36 10 N, Li4 4O W
7/16 33 58 N, 147 12 W 332N, LB OLW 3L ALTN, 935 W
7/17 29 33N, 151 4O W 28 36 N, 152 20W 27 26 N, 153 42 W
7/18 25 08 N, 155 36 W 24 2T N, 157 2T W 22 59 N, 157 2T W
1) July. Changed to zone description plus 8.

15 July. 1 o " "o81/2.

16 July. n ] [ " no9,

17 Juy. " ] ] n "9 1/2.

19 July. Anchored in Manele Bay, Oahu, T. He.

26 July. Underway in accordance with orders from Port Director for

Wlest Loch, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T. H. loored Berth W-4 West Loch,

Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T. H.

29 July. Commenced unloading cargo.

30 July. Ceased unloading cargo, underway to shift to Berth W2,

lioored Berth W=2, West Loch, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T. H. Commenced unloading
cargo.

1 August. Moored pier W-2, West Loch, Pearl Harbor, Cahu, T. H. Zone des-
cription plus 9 1/2,

3 August. Completed discharging cargo.

L hugust. Shifted to Berth X-Ray Eightéen (18), East Loch, Pearl Harbor, T. He
7 August. Underway to shift berths to Honolwlu Harbor. Moored to

Pier 31A Honolulu Harbor, Oahu, T. H. Commenced loading cargo.

2.
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U.S.S. WHITLEY (AKA 91)

12 August. Underway in accordance with verbal orders from Port Director,
lMoored to Pier W~8, West Loch, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T. H. Commenced load-
ing cargo.

23 August. Underway in accordance with ConHawSeaFron Conf. order

Serial #01309 WIC/CH of 23 August 1945. Positions 23 to 31 August were

as follows:
0800 1200 2000

8/23 20 06 N, 158 08,5 W
8/2, 19 51N, 161 05W 19 36 N, 162 18 W 19 L1 N, 164 3h.5 W
8/25 19 0645N,167 53 W 18 33 N, 170 01 W
8/26 1759 N, 1730L W 17 47T N, 173 58 W 17 27 n, 176 00 W
8/27 16 L6 N, 178 58 W 16 34 N, 179 55 W 16 06 N, 177 56 W
8/29 15 14 N, 174 52 E 15 09 N, 174 02 E 14, 21 N, 171 57 E
8/30 13 41N, 168 50E 1322 N, 167 55 E 12 39 N, 165 52 E
8/31 1106 N, 163 09 E 11 0L N, 162 10 E 10 48 N, 160 05 E

24 hugust. Changed to zone description plus 10.
25 August. " "o " " 10 1/2,
26 August. nooonow " "1,
27 August. Advanced Calendar date one day, having crossed the International
Date Line. Changed zone description to Plus 11 1/2.
29 August. Changed to zone description 12.
30 August. Changed to zone description minus 11 1/2.
1 September. Underway in compliance with ComHawSeafron Conf. order serial
#01309 of 23 August 1945. Zone description minus 11 1/2. Changed to zone
description minus 11. Positions 1 and 2 September are as follows:
0600 1200 2000
9/1 1037N, 156 L E 10 35 N, 155 36 E 10 28 N, 153 12 E
9/2 10 22 N, 149 54 E 10 21 N, 148 49 E 1017N,11.6293

3 /JV{“:‘ Lo

C. Thompson *
('rr cfr USNR
Commcr-_u.—.q Offlcar



FILE No.
AKA91 /A12-1/bs
PRpAls e U. S. S. WHITLEY (AKA-91)
18 December 1945

From: The Commanding Officer.

20 3 The Commander-in-Chief, U, S. Fleet.

Subject: War Diary - From 3 September 1945 to 13 December 1945
inclusive.

Reference: (a) U. S. Navy Regulations, 1920, Article 712, 874(a).
(b) Pac Conf, ltr. 1CL=45.

Enclosure: (A) Subject war diaries,

1s In accordance with reference (a) and (b), enclosure (A)
is forwarded herewith.

KECEIVED S-C F1LIS ) '
Room 2055
ROUTE 70: 7. 3 L

28 DEC1Y+d
Flle I Kl /)/fr’* 4/';, 2

Doc. Ne. s o)
Covy Na. AR B
j/’ il
o o2 V4

154426
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U. S. S. WHITLEY (AKA-91)
WAR DIARY
CONFIDENTIAL

3 September 1945. Arrived in Ulithi Harbor, Caroline Islands and anchored
in berth 125. Position at 0800 was 10° 07' N, 143° 05! E, at 1200 was
100 07' N, 141° 56' L. Zone description minus 10,

L September 1945. Underway singly in accordance with Port Director's
orders, Ulithi, Caroline Islands secret orders AL4=3/9 of September 1945.
Position at 2000 was 10° 21' N, 138° 52' E, Changed to zone description
minus 9 1/2,

5 and 6 September positions were as follows:

0800 1200 2000
10° 19" N 135° 48! E 109 31' N 134° 54' E 10° 33' N 1320 48' E
10° 36' N 129° 50! E 10° 36' N 128° 40.5' E 10° 37' N 1270 O1' E

5 September. Changed to Zone description minus 9.

6 September. Changed to Zone description minus 8 1/2.

7 September. Arrived Guiuan Roadstead, Samar, Philippine Islands and
anchored in berth A-40,

13 September. Underway in accordance with verbal orders of Port Director,
Samar, Philippine Islands to go alongside pier, Moored port side to pler,

Calicoan Island, Guiuan Roadstead, Leyte Culf, Philippine Islands, commenced
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U. S. S. WHITLEY (AKA-91)

20 September 1945 (Cont'd.)

Norwegian Oiler, S.S. 0. B, SORENSEN AO6 in anchorage berth 9 for taking
on fuel.

21 September. Underway singly in accordance with ComTransRon 20 speedletter
160416 of September and Port Director Leyte Confidential Routing order No.
1312,

23 September. Arrived Subic Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands and anchored

in berth 94. Underway singly in accordance with basic orders and routing
of Port Director, Subic Bay, Luzon, Philippine Islands,

2, September. Arrived Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philippine Islands and anchored
in berth 9. Commenced loading cargo of the 27 th Regimental Combat Team
consisting of 1300 tons of ammnition, rations, special equipment and 128
vehicles.

26 September. Loaded troops of the 27th Regimental Combat Team of the

25th Division of the Army.

28 September. Shifted from berth 9 to temporary Typhoon berth 3, Lingayen
Gulf, Luzon, Philippine Islands,

1 October. Underway in accordance with ComTransRon 20 OP order AlO=45

and rendezvoused with other ships of TransRon 20 (0.T.C. in U.S.S,
MONTOUR APA 101). Positions 2 to 6 October inclusive were as follows:
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7 October. Arrived Wakayama Ko, Honshu Province, Japan and anchored in

berth 19.

9 October. Shifted from berth 19 to temporary typhoon anchorage berth

T22-A, Wakayama Ko, Honshu Province, Japan.

10 October. Rode out at anchor, high winds and sea at outer edge of typhoon.

11 October. Shifted berths from temporary typhoon anchorage berth T22-A

back to regular berth 19, Wakayama Ko, Honshu Province, Japan.

2l October. Shifted from berth 19 Wakayama Ko, Honshu Province, Japan

to go alongside tanker, U.S.S. PECOS (A065) in anchorage berth B-58 for

taking on fuel. Later shifted back to berth 19, Wakayama Ko, Honshu

Province, Japan,

26 October. Underway in accordance with ComTransRon 20 Secret movement

order No. All-45, in company with Transron 20 to Nagoya, Honshu Province,

Japan,

27 October. Arrived Ise Bay, Nagoya, Honshu Province, Japan and anchored

in berth 17. Commenced unloading cargo in the stream.

28 October. Secured from unloading cargo.

29 October. Underway in accordance with provision order to go alongside

dock. Moored port side to dock 7, Nagoya Harbor, Negoya, Honshu Province,
Y J.pm cmodunlodinstheurgoorthaﬂthwwreu.
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U. S. S. WHITLEY (AKA-91)

shift to anchorage in outer harbor. Anchored in Transport Anchorage, Berth
26, Nagoya Outer Harbor, Nagoya, Honshu Province, Japan.

1 November. Anchored in Transport Anchorage, Berth 26, Nagoya Outer Harbor,
Nagoya, Honshu Province, Japan awaiting orders. Zone description Minus 9.
3 November., Underway singly in accordance with CinCPAC dispatch 010432 of
November. Positions 4 to 7 November inclusive were as follows:

1200

2000
299561 N 138%15' E  28%°26' N 138°32,5'E

0800
1/, 30°39' N 138%7" »
2,°53t N 139°18,2'E 23°15' N 139°38 'E

11/5 26210,5N8 139°00!
11/6 21°30' N 140°15' 20950 N 140°53.3'E
1/7 17°16' N 11%4! 16°%1' N 142°15' E

6 November., Changed to Zone Description Minus 9 1/2.

HEEE

7 November. Changed to Zone Description Minus 10,

8 November. Arrived Guam, Marianas Islands and anchored in Agana Bay, Guam,
Marianas Islands.

17 November. Received 23 Naval Officers and 302 Naval enlisted personnel for
transportation to the United States. Underway singly in accordance with CinC-
PAC dispatch 140327 and ComMarianas 160013, Position at 2000 was 14°10'N,
146°03'E, Positions 18 to 26 November inclusive were as follows:

11/18 1408 N3 Lg%s' B 14059 nm?iru- E 1597 N1 15136t £

' °21' B 16°211 221 16°40,5'N 5'E
%' %’7:?:,5!! um{"-'u.m 17‘31.-.: 112:5.:13!: 17':;'5! 163'07'5!

«5'N 166 'E %30.5'N 168°00"
AR AR TR SR Sl
Pl R S B




FILE No.

U. S. S. WHITLEY (AKA-91)
20 November. Changed to Zone Description minus 11.
21 November., Changed to Zone Description minus 11.5.
23 November., Changed to Zone Description minus 12, Retarded calendar date
one day, having crossed the International Date Line. Changed to Zone Des-
eription #£11,5.
24 November. Changed to Zone Description #11.
25 November. Changed to Zone Description #10.5.
27 November. Arrived Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T.H. and moored fore and aft to bumoys
in Berth X13.
28 November. Fueled and provisioned ship. loaded 37 additional enlisted men
for transportation to United States.
29 November. Underway in accordance with basic orders and ComHawSeaFron move-
ment order serial 2102, dated 28 November 1945. Position at 2000 was 21°25,5'N
156°02'W, Zone Description # 10.5.
30 November. Fositions were as follows: 0800 21°17'N 153°06'W; 1200 21°25'N
152°08'W; 2000 21°12'N 150°02'W. Changed to Zone Description £ 10.
1 December. Underway singly enroute Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T.H. to Balboa, Ce Z.
in accordance with CinCPAC dispatch 290150 of Nov. Changed to Zone Description
#9.5. Positions on 1 to 12 December inclusive were as follows:

st g o
amm 11050 2%

128°38'W LF 1] 1.1 :
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2 December.
4 December,
5 December,
7 December.
8 December.
9 December.
10 December,
11 December,
12December.
13 December.

U. S. S. WHITLEY (AKA-91)

Changed to Zone Description plus 9.
Changed to Zone Description plus 8.5.
Changed to Zone Description plus 8.
Changed to Zone Description plus 7.5.
Changed to Zone Description plus 7.
Changed to Zone Description plus 6,.5.
Changed to Zone Description plus 6.
Changed to Zone Description plus 5.5.
Changed to Zone Description plus 5.
Arrived Balboa, Panama Canal Zone. Reported via dispatch 130940

of December to CinCLANT and ComServLANT for duty; proceeded through the Panama

Canal and moored portside to Dock #10, Cristobal, Canal Zone.
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Serial: 006 12 March 1945,
SECRET

From: The Commanding Officer.

To : The Commander-in=Chief, U.S. Fleet,

Via: (1) Commander Transpert Livision 47.

(2) Commander Transport Squadron 16,

(3) Commander Amphibicus Forces, Pacific Fleet,

(4): Commander Task Force 51.

(5) Commander-in=Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet and Pacific
Ocean Areas,

bubject: Action Report,

Reference: (a) U,S. Navy Regulations 1920, Art, 712, 874 (6).
(b) PacFlt Conf, ltr, 1CL=45,

Enclosure: (A) General Action Report of the U.S.S. 'HITLEY (AKA-91), with
attached Anti-aircraft Action Report, Medical Action Report,
and Weather Report. - f-.‘)-

l. In compliance with references (a) and (b) enclosure (A) ia
forwarded herewith.

L b (B L R i &=
“ AT, THOMPSON,
Copies to:
ominch (Advance copy direct.

Cincpac -~ Cincpoa (3 advance copies direct.)

CTF=51

Comphibspac. (Advance copy direct.)

CTS-16

CTD-47 :

File . -

112150 3 1691



ACT™ ~ REPORT
U.S.S. WLTLEY (AXA 91)

S-E-C-R~-E-T

Part I Brief Summary

A"

This vessel arrived in Transport Area, Iwo Jima, Bonin Islands,
about 0640 on 19 February rnd commenced lowering all boats into
vater for participation in the capture of Iwo Jima. During day
on 19th and 20th, ship lay to in transport area and maintained
station on U.5.5. Cecil (ConTransRonl6). On the nights of 19-
20 and 20-21 we retired from the transport area, maneuvering
with other units of the task force zs ordered by the Division
Commander. All rocket tesops were disembariced on the 19th,

plus the dogs. On the 21st we moved to inshore transport area,
lying to and keeping position on U.5.5. Cecil, and remained in
that erea in lying to status until the 23rd when we shifted and
anchored in Berth 21 and commenced general unloading. In addit-
ion to debarking troops and dogs on the 19th, we unloaded cargo
on call by day on the 19th and 20th and by day and night on the
21st and 22nd, Also from the 19th to 22nd cargo that could

not be landed on the beach, and not originally transported by
this vessel, was reloaded on this ship fromn our boats to free
boats for call cargo. On the 5th day peneral unloading commenced,
as did intermittent debarkation of troons and ships platoon.

In the morning of the 25th we shifted our anchorage to Berth 204,
vhere we remained until all cargo was discharged and we departed
Iwo Jima.

-1l-



ACTION REPORT
U.S.5. “H..IEY (AKA 91)
S=E=C=R-IZ-T
Part II. Preliminaries.

A. The 'hitley operated wit: Task Unit 52.12.1, composed of
TransDiva 27, 46, A7, and 48. Next higher echelon in
operational coumand was ComTransDiv47, (Capt. A. 5. Vbtherspoon,
U.S.N.)s

B. From 9 to 17 December 1944 we participated with other units
in amphibious warfare training, tactical maneuvers and anti-
aircraft practice in Maui, T.H., area; and on the 16th and 17th
we proceeded to Kawail'me Bay, Hawaii, T.!« Here we carried out
experimental work with our boats with 5th larine Division, and
after completing the experiment which consisted of testing of
possibility of LCIi(3) landing craft carrying; and landing AL-103
lledium Tanks of 71,000 pounds, we returned to Pearl Harbor.
On 27 Decenber we proceeded, in company, to !lilo Day, Hawaii,
T.l« for loading of coil.at cargo . nd do;s and to embark troops
and ship's platoon. Arrived there the 20th of December compl-
eting loading and embarkation on 1 January 1945, when we again
nroceeded independently with escort te !auvi, T.!., area for
amphibious warfare training and tactical maneuvers. Returned
to Pearl 'arbor on 3 January 1945. Again on 12 January we
proceeded, in company, to Lahina Roads and |aalea Bay, laui,
T.H., area, for amphibious training, tactical maneuvering and
anti-aireraft practice, returning to TPearl larbor on 16 Jan-
vary. On 27 January we rroceeded, in company, to Eniwetok
Atoll, arriving therc on 5 February, hevinz had anti-aircraft
practice on 27 and 28th January and 2 February. Departed
Eniwetok 7 February, in company, for Saipan, arriving therc on
11 February. Here, in the Saipan~Tinian area we participated
on 12 and 13 February in final rehearsal and staging the Iwo
Jima operation. On 16 Fchruary we departed Saipan for Iwo Jima,
with Task Unit 51.12.2, arriving in Trensport Area, Iwo Jima
about 0640, 19 February (D-dey), when we immediately cormenced
lovering 2ll boats to participate in the capture of Iwo Jima.

C. Our mission vas to land troops, cargo, and dogs on Red Beaches
1 and 2 in accordance with transport doctrine and ComPhibPac
Operation Plan A25-4L, in company vwith other ships of Task
Unit 52.12.1.
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ACTION REPORT
U.S.S. ""ITLEY (AKA 91)

Part III. Chronological Account of the Action, Including Action by own
Aireraft,

Ae

February 19, 1945. [t about 0639 we arrived in assigned
position in Transport /irea and commenced lowering all boats
into water, Maneuvering with minor adjustments of course
and speed while lying-to in Transport drea, Iwo Jima, Bonin
Islands, 0702 - Comjleted lowering all boats, commenced
stripping all hatches, 0718 - Completed stripping all
hatches, 0753 -~ Commenced debarking troops. 0828 - Com-
pleted debarkation of dogs and dog personnel and rocket
detachment, includins trucks, and personnel, 0846 = Com-
menced moving in closer to beach in Transport Area, 0857 -
jaintaining position on U,S,S, CECIL (APA 96) as Transport
Group "A" Guide, with adjustments of course and speed.,
1137 - LCT 631 came alongside to port, 1145 - Commenced
unloading cargo into LCT 631 and into boats. 1420 - Com=
pleted loading LC. (31, LOCT 631 east off from port side
and got underway, 1613 - Hoisted LCii on ;2 hatch, 1618 =
Commenced covering hatches, 1658 - lloisted LCV(P) #21 on
#2 hatch, 1700 - Commenced hoisting boats that returned

to ship., 1718 -~ LSk ;70 came alongside to starboard to un-
load cargo. 1748 =« Orders to LSM #70 were annulled and
LS #70 cast off and got underway. 1800 = Underway at 1/3
speed on various courses proceeding to sea. Form column,
this ship last in eolumn, U.S.S. RUTLAWDS (4PA 192), OTC
and Fleet Guide, Jtandard speed 12 knots, base course 130°T,
131° pge. 1855 - Sccured from Condition 1A, set Condition
of Readiness II. 1905 = Flash Blue, "Control Green" re-
ceived from OTC, 1913 - Commenced malting chemical smoke.
1913 - Ship at General Quarters. 1943 - Increased speed
to 65 RPM, 12 knots, 2023 - Secured from General Quarters,
set Condition of Readiness II. 2033 - Ceased making
chemical smoke., 2051 - Changed speed to ahead 1/3., 2053 -
Changed specd to ahead 2/3. 2205 - Changed base course to
].80"‘1‘6 181.5° pge and psc. 2245 - Changed course to 218°T,
216.5° pge.
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Fobruary 20, 1945, At OOLl changed course to 248°T, 249° pee,
240° pse, 242° pstge. O0l04 - Changed course to 270°T, 271
pec, 257% pac, 2640 pstge, 0108 = Changed course to 315°T,
316° pge, 0131 - Changed course to 270°T, 271° pge, 2570 pse,
264° pstge, 0210 - Changed course to 315°T, 316° pge, 310g
psc, 317° pstge, 0334 - Increased speed to 69 RFM, 13 knots.
0344 - Changed course to 000°T, 00L® pge, 0355 - Changed
speed to 47 RPU, 9 knots, 0500 - Changed speed to 6/4 RPY,

12 knots., Changed course to 015°T, 013.5° pge, 024° psc, 023°
pstge. 0530 = Exercised crew at General (uarters, 0600 =
Reduced speed to 5 knots, 0611 - Stopped engines, 0615 =
Ahead 1/3, 0616 -~ Stopped engines, Secured from General
(uarters, set Condition 1A, 0620 - Ahead 1/3, 0630 - Com-
menced lowering boats into water, 0640 - Changed course to
035°T, 033.5° pge, wi5° pse, O45° pstge. 0645 = Changed
speed to 2/3 ahead, Changed course to 055°T, 053,59 pge,
065° psc, 065° pstge. 0701 = Changed course to 015°T, 013,5“
pge, 024% pse, 0239 pstge, 0716 - Stopped engines, 0719 -
Back 2/3, 0727 - Stopped engines, !ancuvering with minor

ad justments of cource and speed while lying to in Transport
Area, Iwo Jima, Bonin Islands, 0748 - Conmenced uncovering
hatches, 0759 - Completed uncovering hatches, 0945 - LCT=-
1154 came alongside starboard side #4 hateh to receive cargo.
1021 - Strafing along /2 and 3 hatches from unidentified
source, resulted in the following casualties: ROGERS, John
L., 223 53 01, BM2¢ reccived minor shrapnel wound left shoul=-
der, ALLAN, K. V., 888 11 51 S2¢ received minor shrapnel
wound left leg when projectile exploded off ship boom.
Treated and dressed ond returned to duty. 1545 « Ship at
General Muarters, 1627 - Secured from General (uarters, set
Condition 1A, 1734 - Underway from Transport Area, proceed-
ing on various courscs at various speeds in company vdth
Transport Division 27, 32, 46, 47 and 48, This ship last in
starboard column. OTC and Guide in U.S.5. RUTLAND (APA 192).
1827 = Secured from Cuadition 1A, set Condition of Readiness
II. 1907 - Ship at Goneral Ouarters, 1911 - Commenced mak-
ing smoke, 1915 - Ceased making smoke, Secured from General
(Muarters, sct Condition of Neadiness II, 1200 ~ Steaming on
course 133°T, at 53 RPM, 10 knots, 2123 - Changed course to
178°T, 176,5° pge, 177° psc, 178° pstgc. 2148 -~ Changed
course to 220°T, 218,50 pge, 219° psc, 2220 pstge., 2342 =
Changed course to 265°T, 263,59 pge, 253° pse, 259° pstge,

&8
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February 21, 1945. At 0025 = Changed base course to 310°T,
308,59 pze, 309° pse., 0055 - Sighted starshells bearing 00C
approximately 10 milos, 0235