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Contributed by Frank Gerhard

axkasy A12<1
U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-9%

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

New York, N.Y.
Jerial: 021

5 May 1945.
CONFIDENTIAI
From: The Commending Offlcer.
e . 3 The Commander in Chief', U.S.Atlantic Fleet.
Subject: war Dlary.
efarence: (a) CominCh Seriel 7152 of 29 Cetober 1943,
1. Cn 31 Karch l9a5 the r.;...gunﬁxcn was placed

in commission at Pler 10-J, Navy Yard, New York, Captain H,V,
McKettrick, U.S.N., erdered ship pleced in commission., Walter
E. Reed, Lieutenant comnander, U.,S.N.R., assumed command by
«authority of BuFers dispatch dated 31 December 1944. Moored
to Fier 10-J, making alteraticn repairs and receiving supplies
on board. At 1400 9 April 1945, cast off all lines from Pler
10=-J and underway to Deperming Station at Navy Yard aunsx,
Bayonne, New Jersey. At 0705 underwey to Gravesend Bay. 0825
Anchored at Gravesend Bay.

2. At 0940 on 11 April 1945 underway to Hampton

Roads, Virginia by anthority of and in accordance with dispatch
to GomInCh C: nCLant ComEhibTralant (action), CNO, ComServlant
(info) "Reporting for duty and shakedown as of 1200 April 12
1945," and Departure Report dated 10 April 1945. At 1112 fog
made it unsafe to continue because of Jjunetion with large
;chwlwh convoy, .anchered until 1519 and proceeded on voyage

in mine swept channel cn various speeds., At 1700 fog set in
and by 1725 visihilitg less than 1000 yards. At 2000 estimated
Lositljn L,0°35' N, 74 01'W, at 2020 departed mine swept channel
and procpai’d towards Hampton Roads, April 12 at 0800 estimated
position 36Y58' N, 75 ®08' W, At 1020 entered Chesapeake Bay
intrance mine smept chennel and at 1030 passed Buey 5-2 abeam
to starboard en course 270° T. Continued on various courses to
conform with channel, Fog lifted and settled intermittently
t*rruulout morning. At 195“ buoy F-5 abeam to starboard, on
course 265° T, l5a0 abeam to Cape [enry., Continued in channel
to Hampton Roads. Arrived Hampton Roads 1720 and ordered by
Adninistrative SOFA, Naval Operating Basse, Norfolk, Va., dispatch
121728 April, to moor in berth 45, Fier h, Naval Operating Base,
Horfolik, Va. At 1B12 meoored starboard side to Pier L.
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serisl: 021

3 At 1125 13 April 17!,, ComPhibTralent Shakedown
Inspection party aboard to make materiel inspection, Comdr.

T.L.Jermann, senior member. From 13 April 1945 until 1200 22
April 1945 carried out shakedown operations in accordance wit
o0=319 Shekedown Jchedule in Chesapeake Bay as ordered by
ComPhibTralant., a4t 1356 22 April 1945 underway to Norfolk Navy
Yard, Portsmouth, Va. by authority of ComFhibTralant dispatch
191423 of A*ril &4 1550 moored portside to Fier 4, Berth 26,
Norfolk Navy Yard, Fortsmouth, Va, availebility pericd for
alterations and repalrs until 24,00 of 206 April 1945.

*
Wit

he 0On 27 aApril towed to ¥Filer 4, Berth 45, to load cargo,
£ ) . b

by ;wthcritj of ComPhibTralant dlspateh 251615 of April and CNO

Radio Washington 0.C, dispateh 201605 of April, loored to

Fler 4, Berth 45 for remainder of month.
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Al2ed U.S.S. ﬁERﬁ'f&ﬁ( (AKA-97) :
CARE OF FLEET POST or;ix:z% 5& . o U é }
\ ~ NO -
2 June 1945. 12_'__7?
SQITID. I1iks
From: Commanding Officer.
To 3 Comauander in Chief, U.,o, Atluntic Fleet,
subjeot: war iarye.
Reference: («) CeminCh Ceriul 7152 of 29 October 1943,
1. At 0000, 1 May 1945 anlp wlengside .ler 4,

Berth 45, Naval Lupply Depet, Herfolk, Virgianla to lead
oarce o wtiorlty of Coarhibiralant dispaten 251615 ef
1l and CNO Ra o washington, 0,0, dispateh 201605 eof
;.pru. Joored to I er L, Berth 45 until merning of 4 May 1945.
On meraing of b Jduy thls ebdp tewed to lorfelk Navy Yurd,
Nerfolk, Virginia on extended availability to repl .ce
defective throttle valve oo msin ongise by wuthority of
Comihidiralont dlspeateh 301448 of pril 1945. seorsd in
Berth 20, .ler 4 for durstion of avallubility.

2, At 0900, 1) ¥ay 1945 departed frea ‘orfolk
Navy Yard, rortameuth, Virgl 10 muke full power triasl
rune north of the Tail of the ilorseshos Buey 2=T, . bout
1300 trisl runs preved sctisfuctery and preceeded to
anchor.ve, llaanpton iwads, Virginis, demalned at uncher
until arteraoon of 15 May 1945,

3. At 1530, 15 Nay 1945 underwuy from ~orfelk area
in secordance with Comierviant dispateh 141545 of ‘fuy and
) Pgnams Canal Zene with the VU,8.0, Catamount, L:D 17
ualt ~uide ehl- with Commander %elas, USH, Couxedore, poeitien
lol, the Us..iw Horriok, 'EA 97 sition 1.2 wad the Usbede
lelle Kenyen, OE 683 as esoort pe oBtimated time of de=-
m trom Cape llenry Light wus set at 1800 this date and
ted to proceed a4t « apeed of l4.5 knots and to arrive
st Areckwaters, /anuaa Canal 0400 (ucentime, 21 May 1945.
The total dist.mco along given eourse vis Mlndward ussuge
1889 miles, At 2130, Ches.peck h.r zine-swept chunnel buey,
A=i aboun te pert, set course 13.%T and proosedsd to iansma
Canal Jone zs dirscted,

be On 16 May ship's positioas .s follous:
0800 34%-59K8
73 =00w
133953
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AKA 9T/
U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

subjeoct: har Diarye. (Cen't,).

1200 34=00N
73=01.5%
2000 32«12N
73=290
on 17 Yay proceedsd as befere with the fellowing pesitioens:
0800 29=31K
7h=00
1200 28-350
Th=08"
2000 26m4 21
7&"21 S L
On 18 day ship's positiens as fellows:
0800 25«56N
Th=13"
1200 23=-03N
Thm=220
2000 21=15K
Th=i5i

AL 2325, 18 ray 1945 sighted Cape vaysi Light bearing 234,57,
distance of L. enty-two milsa, 't VOAO on 1% .y Cape laysi
t abean to starboard distance ten milea, At 0125 runta
Light sighted bearing 20627 and abeam to it 2t 0154
distance seventeen miles, lFeslitions ss follows:

0800 18481
7500w
-
2000 12:153
76=15W
13=178
T7=38%
At 1000 exercised a quarters and gun fire prectice
with 18 rounds of 5"3€ caliber, 79 reunds 4O/ and 783 rounds
of 200 emmunition expended,




AKAST/

U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
2 June 1945
m‘ml hll‘ fﬁlry. (Gon.t.).
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roslitions: 1200 lﬁ:m
2000 11=09N
19=007

At 0208, 21 !'ay, Isla Crandl Iight sighted bearing 153T and
ng towards Sanuma Janal Tene Lntrance luee-_wept
Channel, 0558 detached and relecsel from convay formation

on m.n.us u?ht si/mal from U,5,5, Catwmount, 1iJ 17

and proceeded Indeperdontly in lLimen Bay mrhu'-.k uurzd at
0644 %o Pier 9 Able, Cristobal Mole, Crlstebal, Througheut
the meraing took on supplles, water and fuel, At 1542 oast

off frum Fler v Able and undervay to ILimen Bay Merchant
Anchorage uson orders {ream port directer., inchered at 1605,

S5e Underway at 060, 22 May to Balboa, Canal 7ene
and thenos to iearl Larber i‘mihry or Ilanil in obedience
to Fort Oireoter, Dalbos, Jansl Zone di-pateh 212132 of May
paraphrased for inrnmnt on, "Procesad to Pearl Harber, T,lH,
when in all reapeots ready for sea on 22 May, speed 14,5
knote «nd upen arrival report AdCemruibrac™., Upom arrival
at Dal.oa at 1240, moored to Buoys 7 se that superheater %
hand hele plate could be repaired, lepairs completed at \
1505 and at 1021 underway te Fearl larbor, Territory of Pt
Hawalil previocusly quoted authority, 1737 departed onannel '
and set course for rearl Harbor,

("% ‘roceeding independeantly from 23 May until end
of month from Balboa, Carnal Zone to Iearl Harber, Torritery
of Hawali, Oally pesitiens as fellows:

23 Yay 0800 06-.;6:
1200 Obun

B82-32v

2000 06520

84=28V

2, gy w250
31w

08-02M
88-10v

Yoo
09=081
=l I
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AKAST/

U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

2 June 1945,
tubjeet: var Jary., (Con't.).

1200 09=29N
93145

At 1225 25 May, established visual communications with, and
identiried U,5.5, Catamount, 180 17. Position at 2000 ms follows:

2000 10-191
H=55%

26 May and thereafter prooesding ludependently but within
visual range of U,5.5., Catameunt, Lsb 17 with the following
pesltions:

26 ! 0800 11l-13N
- 97=49%
1200 Llehll

99=23W

2000 12=18K

101=11%

27 iy 0800 13«11u
104=~07 4

1200 13w 30N

105=02%

2000 1 N

1062581

y 0300 L=y 7N

o V0D=ily s
1200 15=051

110=39%

<000 15=35N

L12«21W

29 May 0800 16=18N
115-36¥

1200 10314

116=37w

2000 L6=54N

1i8=27:

Ccaco 17=-29¥¢

0 May -
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AKAST/

U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

2 June 1945
Subjeot: war Diary, (Con't.).

30 May 1200 17-378

122‘23:4

2000 18-10N

12i=18V

31 Muy 0800 18«38
12646 W

1200 18-49N

128-23%

At 1300 had gunnery practice fire al surface target end
balleens and expended 69 rounds of 5"3¢ culiber, 1070 of
LOWd, and 2776 rounds of 200 ammunition, At 2 our
polihmu

2000 19=05H
130=13u

PALTER E, REKD,
Copy to:

bul'ers,
Gom hibiralant
Comserviant
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CONFIDENTIAL:

Ffom:
70 ¢

Subject:

Reference:

3l

May.

1 June

2 June

3 June

L June

U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

Commanding Officer.
Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

War Diary.

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, Calif,

1 July 1945,

WER:Tk

(a) CominCh Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943,

1 June 1945.

0800'U
1200 U
2000 U

0800 V
1200 V
2000 V

0800 V
1200 V
2000 V

0800 V
1200 V

2000 V

129776

Underway and proceeding from
Balboa, Canal Zone to Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii
in obedience to Port Director, Balboa dispatech 212132 of

Daily positions as follows:

19-4IN
133-25W
19-50N
134-27W
20-08N
136-26W

20=24N
139-48W
20-31N
140-56W
20=45N
143-03W

20-59N
145-35W
21=97N
147=1LW
21=13N
149-15W

21-20N
152-17W
21=-21N
153-23W
21-24N
155-19W

»le



2xkA97/812 (034) WER: fk
CONTIDENTIAL P
Subject: War Diary. (Con't.,)

24 5 June. At 0018 V-W * Molakai Light sighted,

liolakai, T. H. At 0630 sounded general quarters and commenced
anti-aircraft target practice in accordance with CincPac dis=-
patch 050101 of May. 0812 secured gunnery practice having
fired 22 rounds of 5"38, 1410 rounds of 4OMM and 5820 rounds
of 20LM ammunition., Proceeded on various courses and speeds
toward Pearl Harbor, T. H. Mine Swept Channel. 1010 Pilot

J. B, BLAIR aboard, entered Pearl Harbor, T. H., and proceeded
to Mooring X-7. 1155 moored to X-7 and remained there until
1745 when underway © K-3, Naval Supply LDepot, Pearl Harbor,
T.H. in obedience to Port Director's Dispatch 052319 of June.
Moored to K-3 at 1821 for purposes of unloading cargo. At
2000 stevadores aboard to unload cargo.

3. Remained at K-3, Naval Supply Depot to un-
load cargo until 11 June, 1945. At 0615, 11 June completed
unloading cargo and at 0715 underway with tugs and pilot for
Mooring £-8, Pearl Harbor in obedience to Captain of Yard's
Dispatech 110427 of June, 0742 moored port side to S. S,
PENNANT in Berth X-8, and remained in 4-8 until 13 June,

ko 0630, 13 June underway for Maui, T. H., in
obedience to AdComPhibsPac Training Order No, A 125-45, Upon
arrival Moalaea Bay, Maui, T. H. reported to ComTask Unit
13.10.1 and ready to carry out training order as prescribed
by C. T. U, and Training Order No, A 125-45. 1400 anchored
in Moalaea Bay, and commenced carrying out exercises as dir-
ected in training order. At 2015 underway to conduct
night exercises with ComTask Unit 13,10.1 aboard U. S. 8.
BARNETT (APA=5), the U,S.S. BARNETT as guide, U, S.S. WHEAT=-
LAND (AxA=-85) in No, 2 position, and own ship in No. 3 po-
sition. At 2105 set Condition I and commenced night air and
surface mock attack operations with U, 5., planes and motor
torpedo boats in Area C-5, 2240 secured Condition I and
operated throughout the night in C-4, Positions as follows:

13 June 0800 21=13N
157=53W

1200 21=00N

156=53W

2000 20=4 3N

156-28W

* All times unless otherwise designated will be "Victor=
William", plus 94 Z. D.
«a2e




AKA-97/A12 (034) WER:fk
CONFIDENTIAL 1 July 1945.

Subject: War Diary.(Con't.)
14 June 0800 20-42N
156=34W
1200 20-143N
156-43W
20-135N
157-15W

0730, 14 June 1945 returned Moalaea Bay, laui, T.H. to conduct
boat drills as scheduled in ComPhibsPac Training Order A 145=45.
0731 Set Condition 1l-Able and remained at that condition until
1552, 0946 anchored in Berth 7. 1552 underway and in "T-1"
formation, U.S.S. BARNETT (APA-5) guide, U.S.S. WHEATLAND (AKA-85)
in No, 2 position, U.S,S. BURLESON (APA-67) in No. 3 positionm,
U.S.S. MERRICK (AKA-97) in No. 2 position. Carried out tactical

maneuvers and zig=-zag plan No.

5e 15 June., Held dawn General Quarters from 0520
until 0628. Throughout morning held tactical exercises in
Area C-12 and C-11 with friendly submarines using us as targets
for torpedo drill. 1231 conducted gunnery drill firing at drone.
Drone hit after firing 6 rounds A40I1{ and 128 rounds of 20L1/.
1304 secured from drill and proceeded toward Pearl Harbor,
m,i, 1712 Pilot W. K. FAULKNER aboard and proceeded into
Pearl Harbor. loored to Berth X-li.

Positions 0800  21-08N, 15841V
1200 21-00N, 158-28W

6. Pemained in Berth X-14, Pearl Harbor, T. H.
until 1400 June 18 at which time underway for lonolulu Iarbor,
Honolulu, Oahu, T.H. in obedience to Port Director, Navy Yard,
Pear] Harbor dispatch 171928 of June. 1614 tied to Pler 2,
Honolulu Harbor and made preparation to load cargo. 19 June
until 0600, 26 June loaded U, S. Army cargo consisting of lum=-
ber, asphalt, refrigeration units and general cargo to be
shipped to Kwaialein, liarshall Islands and 6 LCVP's and 4

1's to be shipped to Ldwetok, liarshall Islands; total weight
tons 5,848,7, measurement tons 6,309. Five officers and
glxty-one enlisted personnel aboard for transportation to

Kwajalein.

7 0700, 26 June underway for Kwajalein, iarshall
Tslands in obedience to Comander Sea Frontier Serial 0693 of
29 June, 1945 paraphrased for information:

-3-



AKA-977A12 (334 ) WER:fk
CONTIDENTIAL 1 July 1945.
Subject: War Diary. (Con't.)
"ihen ready for sea, depart Honolulu, T. H. for Kwajalein, lar-
shall Islands - - speed of advance 1l knots, distance 2171
miles."
8. Daily positions for remainder of month as follows:
26 June 0800 VW 21=11N
157=560
1200 VW 20-15N
157=-59M
2000 "W 19-31N
159-37W
27 June 0800 WX  18-48N
162-27W
1200 WX 18=24N
163=30W
2000 WX 19=5617
165=38W
28 June 0800 X 17=141
3 168=-30W
1200 a 17=01N
169=320
2000 X 16=-27N
171=27W
29 June 0800 X 15«36
174=18W
1200 X 15=15N
175«14W
2000 X 14=32N
177-07W

30 June. Crossed International Date Line at 0745 at 13-23N.

Lo e

T.'f. EI m.

ce:
CincPac,




AKAQ7/ RJIVE:
A2 (537) U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97) o

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

Sen Francisco, Calif.

CONFIDENTIAL AUG 41943
From: Commanding Officer. zY
To : GM.ri:rghok?. U. S. n..to-RR-_.E:g. rN_? >2 7? -
Subject : War Diary. REG. SHCET NO // Z
Reference: (a) Cominch Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943.

1% 1 July 1945, Steaming independently enroute from

Honolulu, T. H. to Ewajalein, Marshall Islands in accordance to
orders of Commander Hawaiian Sea Frontier serial 0893 of 25
June 1945. At 0745, 30 June crossed International Date Line

at 13-23N and date to 1 July, minus twelve zone
desoription.** Daily positions for remainder of cruise as
follows:
1 July 0800 13-
179-!%51
1200 12=59N
179-02E
2000 12-14N
179-09E
2 July 0800 11-12N
174~21E
1200 10-51N
173-21E
2000 10-15N
171-19E
J 0800 08-58N
g 1200 lgg:ﬁ
167-338
2, 3 July 1945, 1230 entered Gea Pass, Kwajalein

Atoll, Marshall Islands and at 1324 anchored in Berth K-19,
Kwa aio:l.n Anchorage. 1545 all passengers detached from ship.
17 all o LCM's and ICVP's sent to NOB Pler, Kwajalein

for safe keep until cargo discharged,

% 4 July 1945. Discharged refrigeration units.
Remained at anchor,
ks 5 July 1945, Remained at anchor.

*% A11 times unless otherwise designated in -~ 12ZD (Mike)

135726 =} #



ARA-97/M12 (37) RIVD:fk
CONTIDENTIAL AUG 41945
Subject : War Diary. (Con't.)

5 6 July 1945, Commenced discharging cargo. The

ship was unloaded by CB's with the exception of winch operators
which were furnished from ship's company.

6o 20 July 1945. Lieut. Comdr. Walter E. REED,

Commanding Officer, left ship and departed on twenty day
emergency leave, fdeut. R. B. OGILBY assumed command,

Te 21 July 1945. 1020 completed unloading all
cargo scheduled for Kwajalein. 1040 all cargo ICM's and LCVP's
aboard to be discharged at Eniwetok, Marshall Islands, 1145
underway in obedience to FPort Dirootor Kwa jalein, Serial No
K-00380 and CincPOA Despateh 090053 of July. 2000 position
09-55N, 166-47E,

8. 22 July 1945. 0800 position 11-17N, 163-41E,
1056 passed through Deep Entrance, Eniwetok Atoll ﬁarahall
Islands. 1226 anchored in Anchorege Able, Berth 0<3, Eniwetok.
Cargo ICM's and LCVP's sent ashore. 2000 took on 35 tons of
dry provisions, 20 tons of fresh and frozen provisions and

10 tons of general issue and ship's store supplies,

9 23 July 1945. 0954 underway to Guadalcanal in
acoo ce with orders from Eniwetok Port Director's confidential

letter #4=3 and CincPOA Despateh 090053, Daily positions as
follows:

23 July 1200 10-59N
162-25E
2000 10-10N
163-01E
2 July 0800 06-12N
163-02E
1200 05=22N
164~18E
2000 03=22N
164-11E
25 July 0800 00-22.5N
0932 croued equator at 163-28E
1200 00-35

1.63-20l (Ship's ¢looks retarded one-half

hour to minus llgoz. D. (g%gik e) time,
162-55E

-2-



m-97/112 (CA'?) RIVD: £k
CONCIDENTIAL
Snbjeot.: War Di&l'!- (con,t.) AUG 4 1945
26 July 0800 lgg:g;g
1200 05-598

162-05E (Ship's clocks retarded one-
half hour to - 11 Z. D. (LOVE time)

2000 07-098

161-05E

27 July 0800 09-128
159-58E

10. 27 July 1945, 236 anchored in Berth 22,
Lunfg , Guadalcanal, Soloman Islands. 1127 underway to
E 1tu Snnto New Hebrides in accordance to ComSoPac serial
ROS0165, 27 July 1945, 1500 emcountered 35-40 kmot Southe
easterly winds and heavy seas which reduced advance speed from
15 knots to 10 knots. orm and heavy seas continued through=-
t trip causing 24 hour delay in time of arrival Espiritu
to. Daily positions as follows:

27 July 1200 09-238
2000 1?8'8!5
161-03E
28 July 0800 12-058
162-21E
1200 12438
sk 16}-011
134=
29 July 0800 3 558
1200 15-135
165-578
2000 15-508
167-09E

11, 29 July., 2000 entered Malo Straits, clearing
by 2100, Cruised remainder of night east of Espiritu Santo.

12, 30 July. 0630 entered Segond Channel, Es-
E:ritu Santo, New Hebrides, 0843 anchored in Segond Channel,

Y
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ARA-97/M12 (37) RIVD:fk
CONFIDENTIAL AUG 41945
Subject: War Diary. (Con't.)

- O s o e o e E T @ B O S L, S R S R S S R B s e s e e e

13. July. 1228 underway from Berth 3 to Pler
No's 5, Espiritu Santo. 1306 moored to Pier No. 5, 1400
coomenced loading ship.

(53 Qe
R. B. oamm

”~
v




akasr A12 ( ")lr'

J U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, California

CONFIDENTIAL
From: Commanding Officer,
To Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet,
Subject: War Diary.,
Reference: (a) Comineh Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943.
1 August 1 through 4, 1945.

RJVD: £k

SEP 11 1945

Moored to Dock Five, Espiritu
Santo, New Hebrides Islands loading general cargo for shipment to Pearl
Harbor, T. H. by orders Commander, South Pacific despatch 260011 of July.
Navy Oonat.ruction Stevedores loading ship,

2. August 5, 1945, Completed loading genersl cargo at 1025
and underway at 1050 * to Pearl Harbor, T. H. in obedience to Port Director,
Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides Islands serial number NB 13109/A4-3, Daily

0800, 1200, 2400 positions as follows:

5 August 1200 15-378
167-19E
2000 14=578
169=03E
6 August 0800 13-253
171-23E
1200 13-018
172-11E
2000 12-058
173=49E
7 August 0800 10358 12 Z.D.
175-588
1200 10-028
176-4LE
2000 08-523
178-29E
8 August Crossed International date 1line at 0330 and changed

from minus twelve wo plus iwelve zone disecription

7 August 0800
1200
2000
143416

07-068 plus 11} Z. D,

179-08W
06-358

178-22W

05-328

L1764 5W

* All times = 11 Z.D., until otherwise designated,

-1



axao7, A12 ( ) RJVD:fk
U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, Californta . SEP 11 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject: War Diary, (Con't,)

8 August 0800 03-268 plus 11 Z. D.
Y74=4TN
1200 02-458
174~-120
2000 01-168
172-5"M
9 Auvgust 0315 Crossed aquator at 171-50W
0800 00=58N
171-09W
1200 Ol=46N
170-36W
2000 03=290
169-36W
3 August 9, 0810 to 0850 conducted firing practice

at balloons, Expended 22 rounds of 5"/38AAC, 408 rounds 4O0Mi, 2560 rounds
of 20k,

10 August 0800 05-47N plus 104 Z, D, *
168-10W
1200 06=48N
167-220
2000 08-30N
166=02W
11 August 0800 10=45N
164,=38W
1200 11-27N
164-06W
2000 13-00N
163-580
12 August 0800 15-38N
161-07W
1200 16=34N
160-31W
2000 18-16N
159-21W
13 August 0800 18-16N
159=21W

* Plus 10k Z. D. used for remainder of month

-2 -



AKA97/ A0 ( ) RJIVD: fk
: U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, California

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject: Wer Diary, (Con't,)

b 0730 to 0930, 13 August 1945, Conducted firing practice
at sleeves towed by plane at various altitudes and on various approaches,
Expended 51 rounds 5"/38, 13% rounds of 4OMN, 4225 rounds 20MM, 1100
approached entrance channel to Pearl Harbor, T. H. 1331 moored in berth
0-3, Pearl H‘rm” T.H.

5e Avgust 14 to 19, Remained in berth C=3 awaiting orders
to discharge cargo.
6. August 20, 1525, underway to Berth M4 by orders of the

Captain of the Yard, 1625 mocred starboard side to dock for purposes of
discharging cargo, 2000 commenced discharging cargo,

Te hygust 21 to 24, Discharging cargo,

84 August 25, Completed discharging cargo. 1430 underway to
Hilo, Hawaii, T. H. in accordance with AdComPhibsPad secret despatch
No, «50033 of August with Transport Division 64 made up of une following
ships: WESTNOHRELAW (APA 104), HAMBLEN (APA 114), MERRICK (AKA 97),
SEVIER (ArA 233), KINGSBUkx (APA 177), MONTROSE (ArA 2i2), 2000 position

21-21N, 156=-55W, :

9% August 25, 0630, Approached Hilo entrance and at 0740 moored
port side to Pier 2, Hilo, ior purposes of combat loading, 0800 commenced
loading,

10, Avgust 27 and 28, Loaded cargo.
— 1, August 29, Loaded cargo and at 1500 commenced taking 5tu

Division Marines aboard, 1840 completed e .
Unermy o el Bt i conpiy vith SOk 4 10) In somarse
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U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97) RJIVD:fk
b 1 ‘ | Sa.n FI' i Gllif.
CON/IDENTIAL o Premtece, SEP 11 1945
Subject: War Diary, (Con't)

Commenced disembarking 5th Marine Division passengers., 17 Officers and 115
men aboard for transportatior to unknown destination,

13, August 31, MNoored in Berth X-2,

W, E, REED

cc!
ComTransRon 2
ComTransDiv 64
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U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, California

0CT 8 1945
CONTIDENTIAL
From; Commanding Officer,
To Commander in Chief, U, S. Fleet,
Subject: War Diery,

Reference: (a) Cominech Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943.

Lo This vessel operated throughout the month with ComPhibsGroup
FOIR, in accordance with No, A411-45 operation plan under Commander Task
Group 54.1, Rear Admiral L. F, REIFSNIDER, U,S.N., aboard U.S.S. MOUNT
NeKINLEY (AGC-7) flag; Commander Task lUnit 54412, Commodore S. P. JENKINS,
U.8.N., ConfransRon 22, ConlransDiv 64, aboard U.S.S. WESTIORELAND (APA-104),
flag,

24 The purpose of the operation was to occupy and defend, if
necessary, Sasebo, Japan, by V Amphibious Corps Headquarters and Corps troops,
the Fifth lNarine Division, and assigned naval units, The occupation of Sasebo=
Nagasaki was designated as BAKER TWO of the "Campus Operation,"

3¢ 1 September 1945, Moored in berth X8, Pearl Harbor, T.H.,
combat loaded for occupation of Sasebo, Japan by the Fifth Marine Division,
On board were the following Fifth Marines: First Lieutenant William J,
DONNELLY, senior officer; Headquarters and Service Co,, 28th larines with
37 enlisted men, 6 officers; Company "C", 5th Engineering Btn, with 22 enlisted
men, 1 officer; Detachment I Battery, 3rd Btn., 13th Marines with 8 enlisted
men, no officers; Detachment H & 8 Battery, 3rd Btn., 13th Marines with 17
enlisted men, 1 officer; Bomb Disposal Company, H & S Corps Troops, V Amphibious
with 5 enlisted men, 1 officeny Detachment "G" Battery, 3rd Btn,, 13th larines
with 7 enlisted men; Headquarters, 1st Btn,, 28th larines with 1 officer; 6th
Separate Laundry Flatoon, 5th Service Btn, with 5 enlisted men; 2nd Btn,, 28th
Marines with 1 officer; Company "C", 58h ledical Btn, with 5 enlisted men;
Ordnance Company, 5th Service Btn, with 1 enlisted man; "H" Battery, 3rd Bin,,
13th Narines with 6 enlisted men,

4o 1023 (plus 9% Z.D.), underwsy for Saipan, Mariannas Islands in
obedience to Commander Transport Squadron 22 secret -despatch 312305 of August,
1400 Task Unit 54,12 comprised of Transport Division 39, Transport Division 72,
Transport Division 64 and Transport Divieion 22 sortied, Commodore S. P,
JENKINS,- convoy commender on board U.S.S. WESTMORELAND (APA-104), U.5.8.

MERRICK ettached to Transport Division 64, assigned position three-six in comvoy,

0800, 1200, 2400 positions as follows:

1 September 1200 gpluu 9% Z.D.; 21=12N, 157=-590
2000 (plus 10 Z.D. 20-01N
158=21W
147537

-1-
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i U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97) IVD: £k

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

Sen Francisco, California

CONIIDENTIAL 0CT 8 1945

Subject: Wear Diary, (Con't,)
2 September 0800 19-57N
160=32W
1200 19-55N
161-5205W
2000 (plus 11 Z.D.) 19=54.4 5N
163-58W
3 September 0800 19=47N
166-500
1200 19=43N
167=47T0
2000 19-40N
169=450
4 September 0800 19-35N
172-12W
1200 19-30N
173=370
2000 (plus 12 Z.D.) 19-20N
175«410
5 September 0800 19=12N
L77=-49W
1200 19-08N
179-26W

1428 Crossed International Date Line, westward
bound, at latitude 19-08N

0000 Changed zone discription from plus 12 to
minus 12 meking date 7 September 1945,

176=05E
1200 18-58N
175=15E
2000 18-35N
173-09%E
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U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, California

CONTIDENTIAL

Subject: War Diary, (Con't,)

- O O O O O O SR s R SR B SR e SR R B B O R SN B B B B B MmO e R W R e R e e e .

2000

9 September 0800
1200
2000

10 September 0800
1200
2000

11 September 0800
1200
2000

12 September 0800
1200
2000

13 September 0800

0845, Entered Saipan Harbor end proceeded to assigned berth,

(minus 11 Z.D.)

(minus 10 Z.D.)

RJVD; fk

0cT8 1945

18-11N
170=25E
17-58N
169-32E
17=41N
167=46E

17-04N
165=06E
16-55N
164=18E
16=31N
163-03E

15-29H
160-08E
15«22N
160-08E
15-13N
157-18E

15-16N
154-33E
15«13N
153=458
15=06N
152=048

14-550
1,9-28E
V=540
148-37E
L4=48N
147=00E

15-12N
L45=41E

Af'ter anchors

ing twice and heaving in anchor, finally anchored at 1139 in Berth 17.

-3-
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U.S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, California

(T8 1945
CON: 4
Subja!i IDE';'J 'I:Aiarl;?. (Con't,)
5¢ September 14, 1945, 1616 underway to U.S.S. CARIBOU, 1655

alongside port side to and commenced taking on fuel, 1835 completed fueling
and underway to anchorage. 1848 anchored in Berth L-36, 2100 took aboard
10 1/2 tons of fresh stores and 2 1/2 tons of dry stores,

6. 15 Beptember 1945, At anchor as before,

v A 16 September 1945, 1700 underway to Sasebo, Japan in company
with Task Force 54,12 in compliance with Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet,
Transport Squadron 22 order number A4-3/Cl, Serisl 0024 of 1, September 1945.
Rear Admirel L. F, REIFSNIDER, U,S.N., aboerd the U.S.5. NOUNT MeKINLEY EAGC-’?),
Commander Task Force 54.l; Commodore JENKINS sboard U.S.S, WESTNMCORELAND (4P4-104),
Commander Task Unit 54.12, Our position in convoy three-five, Ship's positions
until arrival Sasebo as follows:

16 September 2000 (minus 10 Z.D,) 15=28N
145=17E

17 September 0800 16«50
1,3-21E

1200 17=/40N

142-4TE

2000 (minus 9 Z.D.¥%) 19-16N

141-50E

18 September 0800 21=27N
140=42E

1200 22=37N

140=24E

2000 23=31N

139-30E

19 September 0800 25«11N
137-38E

1200 25-38N

136=59E

2000 ° 26=10N

135-58E

20 September 0800 27=4N
133-31E

1200 28=041

132=45E

# All times for remainder of this report are minus 9 Zone Diseription,
- 4 -
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AKA97/ 119 RIVD:fk
U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, California

CON/IDENTIAL 0cT 8 1945

Subject: War Diery, (Con't.)
20 September (Con't,) 2000 31-16N
129-03E
8. 22 September 1945, Approaching Sasebo, Japan and within sight

of lights on land throughout the night, 0600 entered Transport Area which
lies northwest of Shira Si Light near entrance to Sasebo Ko, 0630 anchored in
Transport Ares and swalted orders to enter harbor, Condition "One=Able" was
set and 8 LC!M's, 8 LOVP!'s and Captain's gig, LCF(L), lowered into water,

The 8 ICM's underway to the U.S.S. FALLON (APA=8l) to assist discharging cargo.

De 0946 TUnderwsy to entrance Sasebo Harbor; 1010 entered Sasebo
Harbor and at 1056 anchored in Berth 34, We encountered no resistance from the
Japanese and remeineder of day was uneventful, 1830 secured from Condition
"One-Able", set Condition III, From sunset until swwrise the next morning
vwe set an armed harbor patrol by means of LCVP, This was done every night while
at Sasebo,

10, September 23, 1945: Remainded at anchor until 0930 and then
moved to mooring berth 8, At 1650 underway to Item docks and went alongside,
port side to Berth I-4, Naval Repair Basin, Sasebo at 1742 for purposes of
discharging all cargo, 1900 commenced discharging cargo, 5th llerine Division
furnishing stevedores,

11, September 24 and 25. Discherging cargo.

12, September 26, 1000 completed discharging all cargo and all larine
troops disembarked, 1042 underwey to anchorage B-4, 1214 anchored, 1311 under-
way for Lingayen, P.I, in accordance with Commander, Amphibious Group FOUR des-
patch 260108 of September 1945, in company with Task Unit 54,21.3. Commodore
JENKINS, ConfransRon 22, aboard U.S.S, WESTMORELAND (APA-104). Verious ships
of TransDiv 22, 64 and 79 presemt, Ship's positions for the remainder of month
as follows:

26 September 2000 31-51N
129-07E

27 September 0800 29=2/X
126=17E

1200 28=48N

128-02E

2000 27=158

127-358



AKA 97/ RJVD;
s U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97) ¥

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, California

1085
CON.IDENTIAL GEhS

Subject: Wer Diary, (Con't,)

- o o O O om w  oEm oa  e w = = - - o Em o o e o e o e o W e e e = - -

2340 convoy altered course to starboard of original routing plen to avoid
expected typhoon by authority of Comlask Unit 54.21.3, despatch 271120 of Sep=
tember 1945.

28 September 0800 24,=36N
126-19E

1600 R3=53N

125-37E

2000 22=28N

12/4=29E

September 29, According to C.T.U. 54.21.3 despatch 29220 of September,
ordered to Lingayen via Manila for logistics,

0800 20-21N
122-15E

1200 20-03N
. 121.38E

2000 19-10N
: 120=38E

30 September 0800 17-09N
119-30E

1200 16-33N
119-25E

2000 15170
119-39E

Cory to:
Conll'ransRon 22
CorIransRon 24
CorllranaDiv 64
CorTransgDiv 72



AKA97/ ! RJIVD:
a2 (53) U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97) 5%

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francicco, California

CONFIDENTIAL NOV 41945

From; Commanding Officer,
To Coumander in Chief, U. S. Fleet,
Subject: War Disxy.

feference; (a) Cominch Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943,

1, October 1, 1945. Traveling with Task Unit 54.21.3 to lianila,
F, I, for logistice. 1017 anchored in berth 66E€ lenila Bay, P. 1.

25 October 2, 1945, Underway during morning te take on fuel oil
from LX-122 in berth 51Z, Returned to anchorage 66€ in afternoon, 1830
underwey with Task Undt 54.21.3 te Lingayen, Luzon, P. I. in obedience to
Cor'ransDiv &4 despatch 020637 of October, 2000 pesition 14=20N, 121-02E,

Sy October 3, 1945. 0800 position 16-09M, 119-40E enroute to
Lingayen Gulf, P, I, 1508 anchored off Tihite Beach, Lingsyen Gulf. 2040
commenced combat loading of cargo fer 32nd Infantry Divisien, U. S. Arpy in
preparation for the second phase of the "Campus Operation.," Cargo moved from
White Beach TWO to ship in ICN's; ICH's unloaded by ship's compery personnel
and sixty-four (64) 32nd Infﬁntrv Division soldiers doing stevedore work,
Work of combat loading continued on a twenty-four howr routine,

i3 October / through October 6, 1945, Loading as before. Cone
pleted corbat loading ¢'L 2225, October 6, 1945.

Se October 7, 1945, 1940 set Typhoon Conditioen II by order of
Conlransiion 22 as precautionery measure ageinst possible typhoon hesded on
a westerly course in our directien, A4t time !yphm Condition II was set

there was a six (6) knot N.W.W. wind, slowly rising barometer and overcast
gkies,

Os October 8, 1945, At ancher as before; remained st Typhoon
Condition II, _ . g P :

s October 9, 1945. orVay @
Ron 22 order mumber A3-45 from Lingayen
in company with Task Unit 54.4, an‘hin M. I.
HLCTUORELAID (APA-104), Various units of the ﬁal
transportation, Daily positw !lr M ﬂ

9 October




axasy 412 ( : j) RIVD: £k
U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97) :

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
San Francisco, California

” NOV 4 1945
CONFIDENTIAL
Subject; War Diary. (Con't.)
10 October 0800 19«451
121-00E
1200 19=-59H
121-/2E
2000 . 20=42N
122598
11 October 0800 21=49N
124-23E
1200 22=26N
125-11E
2000 23=18N
126=30E
12 October 0800 25=091
127-40E
1200 R5=40N
127-268
2000 27=041
127=/2E
13 Cctober 0800 29=04., 58
126-26E
1200 30=13N
128-52E
2000 31-261
129-12E
8. October 14, 1945. Arrived west coast of Kyushu and ordered to

enchor in latsu Shima berths to await orders to go into Sasebo Ko anchorage,
0632, anchored off latsu Shima,

Ve October 15, 1945, Underway to Sasebo Harbor at 1200 in obedience
to Corllransion 22 despatch 150900 of October, 1629 anchored in berth H=ll,
Sasebo, October 16, 1945, Anchored as before,

10, October 17, 1945. Discharged 25 vehicles by means of landing
bosts and set ashore at seaplane ramps in vicinity of Green Beach One,

o I8 October 1€ and 19, 1945. Anchored as before,



AKA97/ . ';3 _ RIVD:fk
A2 ) U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, California

o NOV 4 1945
CONTIDENTIAL
Subject: War Diary. (Con't.)
12, October 20, 1945, Commenced discharpging 32nd Army Division cargoe

with assistance of ICT's, MArmy end ship's company furnishing stevedore labor,

9% October 21, 1945. Completed discharging cargo at 1720, Reported
by despatch number 210505 to CincPac for duty as directed by Corffransion 22
despatch 200001 of October,

1o October 22, 1945. 4nchored, Upon receipt of CincFac despatch
21225¢ of October detached from Task Group 54.1 and Treansport Squadron 22
(Tenporary) and reported to Fort Directoer, Sasebo,

15% October 23, 1945, 0630 underway to Guam in obedience to Cine
Pac restricted despatch 212258 of October. FPort Director, S:sebo sailing
instructions dated 22 October 1945. Upon arrival Guam destined to load larine
War Doge and staff personnel of War Dog Training and ALdministrative Headquarters,
Fleet llarine Force, Pacific, Daily positions as follows;

23 October 0800 32=59N
129-29E
1200 32=-01N
129-17E
2000 30=30N
129-31E
2/, October 0800 27=59N
132-508
1200 27=-19N
133=48E
2000 26=11N
135=27E
25 October 0800 =24 N
138-15E
1200 23=37N
139-03E
2000 21=54N
140-02E
26 October (0000 advanced ship's clocks one (1) hour to minus 10 Z.D.)
0800 19-18N
141-21E
1200 18-25N
s 141=56E
2000 16-41N
143-00E

-3.
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el U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

San Francisco, California

CONTIDENTIAL NOV 4 1945

Subject: War Diary, (Con't,)
27 October 0800 1,-01N
144=31E
1200 13-29N
144~ 5E

1222 Anchored in berth 618, Agana Bey, Guam,

16, 28 October 1945, Anchored, 1250 commenced loading !arine Var
Dogs in number three (3) hold,

17 29 October 1945, Completed loading dops and embarking eight (8)
officers and two hundred and seventy-sixe (276) enlisted men of the War Dog
Training and Administrative Headquarters, Fleet l'arine Force, Pacific, Five
(5) naval officers on board for transportation to continentel United States,
122 underway to Pearl Harbor as directed by Port Director, Guam sailing
orders deted 28 October 1945, Daily positions as follows:

29 October 2000 14=07N

145-49E

30 October 0800 1L-57H

18-43E

1200 15=09N

1/9=55E

2000 15«=43N

152=0LE

31 October 0800 16=18N

155=-15E

1200 16=30N

15€-23E

2000 16=561

158=-27E

Z<_
W. E. REED,
Copy tos

ComlransRon 22
CorTransRon 24
Conf'ransDiv 64

ComT'ransDiv 72
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CON.IDENTIAL

U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
New York, New York

Froms Commanding Cfficer.
To 3 Commander in Chief, U, S, Fleet,

Subjects Wiar Diarv.

DECT 14

Ref (a) Gomineh Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943.

il liovember 1, 1945,

JUF;ch

Underway emroute Guam, Mariana Islands to Pearl
Earbor, T.H,, in obedience to Port Director, Guam, sailing orders dated 28

October 1945, carrying eight (8) officers, 276 enlisted men, end 243 dogs of the
Wer Dog Trainins end Administrative Headquarters, Fleet larine Force, Pacific,
Five (5) Favel oflicers on board for trensportation to Continental United States,

Steaming independerntly.

1 November

2 November

3 November

4 November

150567

Daily positions as follows:

K.CLVED SC FILES

Room, 24
FOMITE TO: ¢9f§f

10 DEG1948
File No. 60 f142,

Doa. Ne.

Reg. Ne

o

0800
1200

<000

2002

1200

.12 Z-Dn)

17-25K
161-23E
17-358
162-26E
15-55N
164=-268



acaszp12 (1) JuFich
U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
New York, New York

CONCIDENTIAL DEC7 1945

Subject: War Diary, (Cont'd,.)
4 November (00003 12 Z,D, 22003 # 11 Z.D,)
0800 20=05N
175=20W
1200 20=07N
Y74=-11%
2000 20=09N
172=13W
5 November 0800 20=28N
168=-48W
1200 20-22N
167=40W
2000 20=13N
165=23H
6 Noverber (2200: ¢ 10} Z.D.)
0800 20-12N
102-040
1200 20=03N
161-03W
2000 20=04N
159=01W
7 November 0800 21-02N
156-21W
1154 loored berth C-6 Pearl Harbor, T,l,
8 November Recelving supplies and fuel,
9 November Noored to Dock W=8 Pearl Harbor, T.H.,

to load cargo.

13 November Tranaferred six (6) LCI's and seven (7)
LCVF's to Waipio Boat Pool,

2, November 14, 1945. 0630 underway enroute Pearl Herbor, T.H. to
Balboa, Canal Zone, in obedience to AdComPhibsPac dispatch 140331, Carrying
Marine Wer Dog Cormand and eight (&) Naval officers to Continental United States,
Steaming independently, Daily positions as follows:

14 Novembe: (22003 ¢ 10 2.D,)
0800 21-05N
157=-59W
1200 21-01N

.. 158=01N
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U. S. S. MERRICK' (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

New York, New York

DEC7 1945
CCN/IDENTIAL
Subject: War Diary, (Cont'd,)
1 November (Cont'd,) 2000 18-18N
: 156=40W0
15 November 0800 15=56N
154=59M
1200 15-10N
154=-17TW
2000 13-38N
152=-56W
16 Yovenber 0800 11-19N
150=56W
1200 10=33N
150=11W
2000 09=53N
1/8=-35W
17 lovember (2200: & 9 Z.D.)
0800 09=46N
145=30W0
1200 09=41N
1/, =29W
2000 09=30N
142-30W
1€ November 0800 . 09=41N
139-32W
1200 09=37N
138=21W
2000 09=27N
136=26W
19 Novenber (2200 % 8 2,D,)
0800 09=121
133-250
1200 09=-10N
12«20
2000 09«11N
130=29W



U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

Hew York, New York

CONIIDENTIAL

Subjects: War Diary. (Cont'd,)

21 November

22 November

23 November

24 November

25 November

JIOPseh

DEC7 1945

0800 09=03N
127-22W
1200 08=59N
126-20%
2000 08-54N
124-16W
0800 08-53N
121-04W
1200 08=43N
119=56W
2000 08=35N
117=420

(22008 2 7 2,D.)
0800 08-16N
114=29
1200 08=16N
113=300
2000 08-09N
- 111-19W
0800 07=57N
108-22W
1200 07=55N
107-17H
2000 07-55N
105-13W
0800 07-36N
101-56W
1200 07-32X
100-43W
2000 07=26N
98-38W
0800 07-16N
95=360
1200 07=12N
=310
2000 07=07N
92-21W
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U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97)

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
New York, New York

i | 07 1945
Lo e PP SRR \L
Subject: ' Wer Diary, (Cont'd.)
26 November (2200; 2 5 Z.D.)
: 0800 07-08N
£9-130
1200 07=-09N
88-10W
2000 07=-04N
85-44W
27 November 0800 06=43N
82=/8W
1200 06=41N
81-42W
2000 Piloting
28 November Passed through Panama Canal,
- 1729 Moored dock 1-B, Coco Solo
Naval Reservation, Panama Canal Zone.
3. November 29, 1945, 0809 Underway enroute Coco Solo, C.Z,, teo

Norfolk, Va., in obediegce to CinCLant Dispatch 150317 of November, Steaming
independently, Daily positions as followss

29 November 0200 08-21N
79-550
1200 10-15N

2000 11N
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/a2 (275) U. S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97) AU N
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE 'q.-" '
San Francisco, California 2 {a
A
N\ -l
25 Octobar 1945, .
? 45&!‘. Elve.
From: Commanding Officer, Navy Departrme’ >
To The Secretary of the Navy, smoﬁrr '
Subject: U. 8. S. MERRICK (AKA=97), History eof,
Reference: (a) AlPac 202-45,
1, In compliance with reference (a), subject histery is submitted
herewith,
2. The U. S. S. IEXRICK, 14,000 ton C-2 lavy attack cargo ship, was

launched 13 February 1945 at the Federal Shipbuilding and Drydeck Company,
Kearny, lew Jersey, and placed in commission 31 larch 1945 at the New York
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, New York by Captain H. V. MeKITTRICK, U, S. N, Lieutenant
Commander Walter E, REED, (DV), U, S. N, R, assumed commend,

3 The peried 1 April through 11 April was occupled in outfitting,
taking on of stores and ammunition, deperming, etc, During this period, the
ship was formally edopted in an apireopriate ceremony by the Newark Chapter of
the American Red Cross at Newark, New Jersey, the first Naval ship to be se
honored by a chapter of the Red Cress,

AN During the week of April 11 - 22, the ship underwent shakedown
training, gunnery practices, and amphibious rehearsals, Post-shakedown
availsbility and carge leading, rrimarily beer, occupied the time until the
15th of lay when the ship seiled in cempany with the U, S. S, CATAIOUNI (LSD-17)
and U, S, 8. KENYON (DE-683) for Pearl Harbor, T. H. via the Panama Canal,

. 5. An additional refresher training period was undergone off the
island of Maui, T. H. after all carge and passengers had been discharged at
Pearl Harbor,

6q On 26 June 1945 the IERRICK with 135 passengers and 5,400 tons
of general cargo, rrimarily lumber and asphalt, sailed for Kwajelain, Gilbert
and larsghalls area, arriving July 12, 1945, Upon completion of discharge 26
July 1945, the ship sailed for Espiritu Santes, stopping enroute at Eniwetok
and Guadalcanal and crossing the equator en 25 July,

Te General cargo was loaded at Espiritu Santes and the ship returned
to Pearl Harber, arriving 13 August 1945 in time to witness the premature
celebration of V-J day.

2
S . .:g? 19 ,u\i\ﬂﬁs g \
157747 e
% :
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/ (2?5) U.S. S. MERRICK (AKA-97) :
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
San Francisco, California
25 October 1945,
Subject: U. 8. 8., MERRICK (AKA=-97), History of, (Con't.)
8. Assigned to Transport Divisien 64, Transpoert Squadron 22 (Teme

porary), the IEHRICK proceeded to Hilo, Hawaii after discharge to combat-load
troops and equipment eof the 28th RGIT, 5th Marine Division. She sailed in com-
pary with Transien 22 (Temporary) under Commander Amphibious Group 4 and
Commander Task Group 54.1 on the lst day of September 1945 for Sasebo Harbor,
Kyushu, Jepan, A brief stop was made at Saipan, Mariannas lslands, for logis-
tics (September 13 - 1€¢), The Task Group arrived at Sasebe on September 22,
1945 as per schedule, Anchored overnight in the harber, the MERRICK moved

the following day to the dock area for unleading, Discharge was completed on
26 September 1945 and the ship sailed in company with ComTransRen 22 for l'anila,
P. I, for logistics purposes.

9 ifter fueling and provisioning at Manila, TransRen 22 proceeded
to Lingayen Gulf where the 32nd Infantry Division was combat leaded, Getting
underway 9 October 1945, a second arrival was made at Sasebo on 14 October
1945 and the 32nd Division disembarked,

10, At present this vessel is steaming independently, via Guam,
Pearl Harbor and Canal Zone to join the Atlantic Fleet, te which it was assigned

on 22 October 1945.
LA

W. E- ™

Copy to: -
CincFac Fearl
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subjoct: Action Roport,
Part 1, Brief Summery,
hy The period included by this report, vhich covers this vossells

perticipetion in the "Campus Operction®, ecommonced 25 Aurust 1945 ond
termincted 21 October 1945,
Yo enery oprosition ice cneountered during this period.

Pert 11, Frelinincrics,
4, This vessol operated with Tronsport Division 64 (Terp.), in
conpeyry with Trensport Division 39 (Temp.gocnd 72 (Tenmp,) vhich cone

poscd Trensport Squedron 22 (Temp, ), undor the commend of Coryolore

Se P, JEIKINS, U, S, I, Captcin M. Y, COHEN cssunmed commnnd of this
squ dren 7 October 1945. This operation vcs poverned by the folloudng
operstion plans,

(1) Commender FIFTE Fleot = Oporction Plon No, 645,

(2) Cornnondor Trek Force FIFTY-FOR cnd Cormender FIFTE
Anphibious Force = Operetion Plen Mo, A1501-45,

(3) Cormender Tosk Group 54.1 and Comncnder Anphibious Group
FOWR = Operction Order Mo, A411-45,

(4) Comnender Tesk Group 54.2 end Cormcndor Trensport Scusde
ron 22 = Oporction Order AR«45,

B. lo cetion cneountored,

C. Prior to thic oporation, the Jopencse hied cecopted tho torma of
surrciudor of the cllicd poiers cnd the Joint Chicofs of Staff bLod dirocted
thet cortoin strotogio orcos of Jepan proper be occupied by Unitod Steics
Prrocs,

The purposc of the oceupation wes to ocoury and defeud, if
ncecsscry, Scsebo, Jopen by V Anphibious Corps Herdquarters cnd troops,
Fifth l'erine Division, U. S. Army, 32nd Infontry Division cnd cseirned
nevel units, Utnost spocd wns domended to prevent disorder, schotope
cnd trocckory, The occupction wics ceconplished on o "Prepercd o
Conbit" busis,

Possible cttock by isoloted Kemikezoo Units hed te bho consilered
torcther with ninor resistonec from the fou remcining operctive units
of the Joyenese Novy, Units of the FIFTH Floct vero presont for fores
but shipe vore ordered not to opon fire unloes in sclf defonec,

Beth £1licd cnd Japencse mines were a eonstent throct to the

safcty of the ships ond 211 echenncle were to be guopt mrior 4o the ine
vogien foreo, ik H m
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D, No cetion oncountercd,
Pert 111, Chronologiccl Lecount of Events,

On 25 August 1945 this vessol deported fron Pecrl Herhor,
T. He cnd in conpony vitk Trenspert Division 64,

hrrived Bilo, Hevedd, To Hey 26 Auzust 1945 cnd conrencod
conbet locding and onmberking clemonts of tho Sccond cnd Third Leitclions
of tho Tuonty-Eighth Inrincs, Fifth !'arinc Divisicen,

On 28 August 1945 scilcd from Hilo, Hrucii, T. H. in conrcny
vith U.5.5. SCANIA (4KA=40), end errived Pocrl Herber, T. Ho on 29
Lurust 1945,

On 1 Septenbor 1945, 1023 (plus 9 1/2 z,.d.), wnderucy for
Sciprn, Hericmes Islends in obeddience to Cormander Treonsport Scucdron
22 despcteh 312305 of Lucust 1945, Trenspert Scuc'ron 22 (Tonp
consisting of Tronsport Divisions 39 (Temp.), 72 (Tonp.), ond fl, (Tarpe)y
Cormodorc S, P, JEIKII 18, U, 8, N., convoy comncnder on borrd U. 2. S,
WESTIORELAYD (APA=104), This vossol attached to Transport Division
64 (Terr,) cnd cssismed position throcesix in convoy,

The entire trip to Scipen, Mericnnes Islenls ues weventful,
The ueather vca favoreble during the eontire tine,

Entered Scipon Herbor 0845 (minus 10 2.d,), 13 Soptonwr 1945

and rwroccedod to cssigned berth, Lopisties verc eomplotcd and ot 1700
(r‘ir‘L‘l 10 z,2.), 16 Sortembor 1945 underucy for Scache, Jarcn in eorpeny

with T-ok Foree 54,12 in complicnee with Anphibicus Ierces, Pocilic
Floct, Trensrort Squedron 22 (Tomp,), order nunbor s4-3/CI, scricl 0024
of 14 Scrtembor 1945, Reer fdnirel L F. REIFSI'IDEL, U, 5. o ¢hrerd
UsS.S. ITUNT I'eKIITLEY (;1}0_7) Cornrnder Tosk Force 54.1; Cormelore
S. P, JEIKINS, U, S. Il chocrd U, S. S. WESTI'OREL&ID (Aﬂx-lot,) Corrender
Trsk Unit 5!..12 Our position in convey throe-five,

On 22 Soptember 1945, eprrocched tho vieinity of Scsche, Jeren
en? stocred vithin sight of 1ights on lond theouiout the niht, [t
0600 (rdinus 9 z,d,), cntored the outer Tronspert frcc vhich lics
nortlnicet of Shiri Si Lisht ncer ontronec of Scsche Ko, 4t 0630 cachered
in Trensport Area and o writed erders to ontor herbor, Condition "Cice
Lblo" vics sot and 8 L0Ie and 1 LOPL vere loverc? inte tho vetor, Tho
8 LOI'g rrocceded to the U, S, 8., FALLON (APi-f1) to cssist disoherzing
of carge, 0946 undertuey to entrence Sasobo Herbor sand ot 1056 cneheorod
in berth 34, Ne resisgtonce from the Jepeonese vins encountercd anl the
remedndor of the dey vos uncventful, 1830 securcd from condition
"One=iblc" and set condition III, From sunsot to sunrise whilc ct
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Sc.ecbo cn crped LOVP vco onployed os cn armed herbor petr-l boct and
circli? tro ship, Rorrined ot cnchor until 0930, Sertcrber 23 on? then
novod to mooring borth 8, Lt 1630 undorucy to "Iter™ docks cnl “ it
rlenrsido, pert sido to berth I-4, Novel Ropeir Bosin, Snsebe £or rire

rescs of digeherping merincs end eargo.

4t 1000, 26 Septemhor 1945, discherging of perscinel ond eerso o8
comrloted end ot 1024 wadorucy for cachorcge Be4, inchored in Hed ot

1214,

it 133, 26 Sortorber 1945 undorucy for Lingeyon, Pu I in
chodiciice te Comnendor, «mphibicus Group FOWR dosreteh 26010G of Soptone
bor 1945 in compony with Teoel Unit 54.21,3. Commodore S5, P, JEILILS,
U. 5. I'., Corfrenaion 22, choard U. S, S. WESTIORELAND (LPL-104),
Vericus shirs of Trons Div 22, 64 and 39 present,

On 27 Septurbor 1945, 2340, convoy cltered course to sterbeord
to avoll oxpected tyrloon,

On 29 Septorber 1945 tha econvoy ves diverted to fenile, P, 1.
for logisties purposcs,

hnehorod in borth 668, l'nils Boy, Fo I, ot 1017, 1 Cotilor
1945, cnd mode prepercticns for logistic, Duc to tho rowsh sces ond
inclonent uonther, fou yprovisions werc tcken cbocrd dwring this rerded,
Ship urs rofueled on 2 Octobor 1945 from IX-112 in berth 517,

4t 1830, 2 Octeber 1945 got underuey in compony with Trsk Unit
54,21,3 ond rrocecdeod to Lingeyen, Luzen, P, I, in cbelicnee to Corfrons
Div 64 (lemp.) despeteh 020637 of Octeber 1945, Voyrpe unoventful,

{rrived off Linceyon Gulf, P, I, on 3 Oetcber cnl gnel red coff
"ihite Doceh® ot 1508, 4t 2040 ecrmenced combet locding of ooy for
32nd Infontry Division, U. 8. frmy in preparcticn for the scern’ rheoe
of this "Compus Operction”, Corge wes moved from "Hhite Boceh" tr thds
veseel crrloying this ship's ICM's and porscnncl, the 32nd Infostry
Divisicn furnishin; thc booch party ond stevelercs, Difficulty ccs
oxporicneod ot the boneh durdin; tho unbooehing of the LOH's onl srlvero
boete 11 to bo emrloyc? ot varicus times, The lonline ues contimuous
on 24 hours besis en® v.cs eompleted at 1900 on 7 Octebor, Verious
wiits of the 32nd 4rry Division ahoord for transyortctien,

(J'-ll tims minus 9 5.’-10)
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it 1940 on 7 Octebor 1945 sot "Tyrhoon Condition II" ¢g ¢ rroe
cuti-nrry mecsurc otdnet o ressible typhoen vhkich tice hoeoled in o
neaterly Mivoction nerth cest of cur loection end ell shirs wore rrerered
tr ot unlorvuey on thirty minutcs notice, Rerecing! ct this conliticn
of rondincss untili 9 Ceteber,

On 9 Oatehur ot underuoy ot 1000 in obedience to Cerfronsion
22 neverent, opdor rubor L-3-45 from onchere v in Linzeyon Guif, P. I,
in compony with Tawle Undt 54.4. Ceptoin 1, COELL, U. S. Lsy c8 trak
sprur coprender abeer? dke U S, S, VEATI'GLEL.D (..F;-'OJ,), .[‘ r Sc scao,
Jeyen, During *'ﬂia 1.*"' *nc nine wer sighded 200 yor ria off rort Loor cnd
deter do t:-cy 4 Yy u.“."‘:'. 7 o oleseroyer aatiri. of couvoy

Lrrive]l off the weatepast of Kyusku coxdy on z. Ooteber cud
orlored to anchor in lotsu Shine dorths to ovndt fwrthor ordurs, ahchors
od ot €630 ond rancined ot ercher until 1200, 15 Cc’tr'r-r.-r vhon vlorcy
for Scecbo Ko Herbor in chedicreo to CorffrensRon 22 despoteh 150900 of
Octrber 1945,

hnchorod in hortt H-11l ot 1629,

Durinz the 17th of October, 25 vehiclus wcrc cIisc““r ol by
nocng of our ICHM's tr the Green Beech dron, Roncine? ot ancher o
correneel wilocddng rermcining eorge ot 0830 on 2C Octchers tue l.i.,'l 's
oseisting in tho oporeticn, Gmplc.tc-.l unlecdin- eorgo Suniley, 21
Oct: bup 19:.'.5 enl reprrt to CincPoe in ebodicnec to ConrensRon 22 Jcge
roteh 200001 of Oet-her 1945,

(412 tircs ninus 9 2.D.)
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