. Contributed by Frank Gerhardt
CONFIDLINTIAL UsS.S, RANKIN (AKA 103)
c/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, California

WAR DIARY, USS RANKTN (AKA 103)

2, February 1945 - 28 February 1945

2_1,: Febmg_:gg

Position: U,S, Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina.
Ship placed in commission by Captain Guy E. BAKLR, representing

the Cormandant of the Sixth Naval Uistrict, and delivered to the
Cormanding Officer, Lieutenant Commander Thomas D. PRICE, USNR.

25 rebruary, 26 rebruary

Fosition: U,5, Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina,

27 Februa 28 r'eb

Fosition: Clyde-lallory Docks, Charleston, Scuth Carolina,

—

1

Navigator

Approved: Thomas D, FilCE l

Commandang
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CONFIDENTIAL U.S.5, HANKIN (AkA 103)
. c/o Fleet Post Office |
San Francisco, California ,

WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA 103)

Month of Liarch, 1945

1 March
Position: Clyde-llallory Docks, Charleston, South Carolina,

2 March
Position: Charleston, South Carolina,

lMade sea trial runs off Charleston Harbor entrance and
exercised at various drills to familiarize officers and men with

ship and equipment.

3 larch = 6 March
Position: U,S, Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina,
7 March
Positions 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes  33° 42'N 342 17.2'W 340 52.5W
Longitude:  76° OL'W 76° 13,5 WO 5617

Steaming independently enroute from Charleston, South Carolina,
to Hampton Roads, Virginia, in accordance with orders of the Commander,
Amphibious Training Command, Atlantic Fleet,

8 March
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes 367 58'N 36° 42'"N  Hampton Roads
Longitudes 76~ 08'W 75° 30 Virginia
Enroute from mlarleston; South Carolina, to Hampton Roads,
Virginia,



CONF IDENTTAL U.S.5, RANKIN (AKA 103)
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

9 March, 10 larch

Position: Hampton Roads, Virginia.

larch

Fosition: Hampton Hoads, Virginia,

During the day shifted anchorage to position off Little Creek,
Virginia, and engaged in amphibious training exercises returning to
Hampton Roads anchorage in latle afternoon.

12 March - 16 larch

Position: Chesapeake Bay, Virginia,

Ship engaged in shakedown operations during this period.
Various exercises and drills being conducted under direction of
Commanding Officer. 8000 rounds 20 millimeter, 1600 rounds 40
millimeter, and 85 rounds 5 inch 38 ammunition expended for train-
ing purposes firing at towed sleeve, drone and stationary surface
target,

17 Ma

Position: Hampton Roads, Virginia,

18 March = 21 March

Position: U,S, Navy Yard, Fortsmouth, Virginia.

22 liaren = 24 March

Position: U,S, Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginia,

25 Ma
Fosition: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude:  U,S, Naval Operating Base 36° 54N

Longitudes lorfolk, Virginia. 750 17.5'W

-2



CONy'IDENTIAL

U.S.5, RANKIN (AKA 103)

c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

Undervay this day for Canal Zone in accordance with ComServlant
Confidential Dispatch 241445 of March

1945, Steaming in company and

screened by the USS TOLLBERG (APD 1635. This ship senior.

26 liarch
Position: 0300

_—

Latitude:  34° 24N
Longitude:  72° 55'W

Steaming as before.

22 March
Position: 0800

Latitudes 29° LA6'N
Longitude:  73° 57

Steaming as before.

28 March
Position: 0800

Latitudes  24° 25'N
Longitude: 70 183

Steaming as before,

29 liarch
Position: 0800

Latitude: 192 22N
longitude: 74" 32'W

Steaming as before,

1200

34° 11,5\
73° 05w

1200

233 5L
T4 06

1200

23° 33,5\
740 19w

18° 32,5
75° O7vi

2000

323 26N
73° 221

2000

272 07N
T 22

2000

21° 50N
U0 Luvit

2000

16° 57wy
76° 100



CONFIDENTIAL U.S.5. RANKIN (AKA 103)
c/o Fleet Post Oifice
San rrancisco, California

Q Marc
Position: 0800 1200
Latitude: 14° 18N 13° 26N
Longitude:  77° L&MW 78° 241

Steaming as before,

21 karch
Position: Canal Zone,

Ship in transit of Panama Canal, Canal Zone,

A,

2000

11° 4O'N
79° 21ty

» BRENT

Navigator

\

Arpmved. Thomas D. PRICE -““T
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CONF IDENTIAL U.5.S. RANKIN (AKA 103) j’z 7 5/

¢/o Fleet Post Office ROS
San Francisco, Califeornia

WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA 103)

Month of April, 1945

1 April
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: UsSe Naval Operating Base 083 49N
Lengitude: Balboa, Canal Zone. 79" 30'W

Undemway and steaming independently from Balboa, Canal Zone to
San Francisco, California, in accordance with Fort Director, Balboa,
Canal Zone, confidential dispatch 011452 of Appil, 1945,

2 April
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 07° 06N 07° 29N 08° 17N
Longitude: 82° 06'W 83° ogw 8L° 51,5
Steaming as before.
2 April
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 09° 21,1'N 10° 18N 11° 155N
Longitude: 87° LW 88° 431y 90° 51t
Steaming as before,
4 April
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes 122 27N 13° 07N 13° 581N
Longitudes 93° 501 95° 051w 97° 02w

Steaming as before,

127534 i M



U.S.5. RANKIN (4KA 103)

c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

CONFIDENTIAL
April
Position: 0800
Latitude: 150 06N
Longitude;  99° 47w

Steaming as before.

6 April
Position: 0800
Latitude: 18° 12N
Longitudes 105° L1vi

15° 38'N
1010300'W

1200

18° L8
106° 3214

2000

16°°38'N
102~ S2'd

2000

20° 09
108° 23ty

Steaming as before. Expended 2 rounds 5 inch 38, 24 rounds 4O
millimeter, and 160 runds 20 millimeter ammnition in firing practice

firing at 5 inch 38 bursts.

7 April
Position: 0800
Latitude: a9 QLN
Longitude: 110° 521w

Steaming as before.

8 April
Fosition: 0800
Latitude: 26° 45N
Longitude: 116° oL'w

Steaming as before.

1200

22°°56.51N
112° 02,5

1200

27° 381N
116° 381

2000

24° 21,5
113° 49.5'W

2000

29° 31,5
]l?o 200



CONFIDENTTAL U.S.5. RANKIN (AKA 103)
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

9 April
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes 32° 10'N 32° L0 33° 18N
Longitude:  118° 3440 118° 51n 119° 591

Steaming as before,

10 April
Fosition: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 34° 24.5'N 35° o1 36° 081N
Longitude: 121° 09,51 121° 32w 122° 16

Steaming as before,

11 April - 16 April

Position: FPier 90, Berth Able, San Francisco, Lalifornia,

Ship being loaded during this period with combat material for
transport to Hilo, Hawaii, Territory of Hawaii,

17 April

Position: Pier 90, Berth Able, San Francisco, California.

Underway and proceeding independently from San Francisco,
California, to Hilo, Hawaii, Territory of Hawaii, in accordance with
Commandant iwelfth Naval vistrict Confidential Voyage Order 653-45 of
16 April, 1945.

18 April
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes 350 471N 35° 20.5'N 34° 22N

longitude: 3250 3g1y 126° 301w 128° L8'W
Steaming as before. " '



c/o Fleet Post Office
San Krancisco, California

19 April
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes  32° 58N 32° 331N 32° 221N
Longitudes  131° 511w 132° 571 133° L7

Steaming as before, Uénch.xct.ed two surprise firing practice
drills expending 18 rounds of 20 millimeter and 4 rounds of 40
millimeter ammunition.

20 April
Fosition: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 29° 521N 29° 20N 28° 221N
Longitude:  137° 47'W 138° 41wy 1400 22,510

Steaming as before. i'.'xpen&ed 2 rounds 5 inch 38, 32 rounds of 40
millimeter, and 320 rounds 20 millimeter ammnition in firing
practice using 5 inch 38 burst as target.

21 April
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes  26° AL'N 26° 07N 24° 591N
Longitude:  143° 16'W WL 25 U6° 09w
Steaming as before, '
22 April
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude:  23° OO'N 22° 36N 21° 331N
Longitude:  148° 55.5'W U9° 191w 151° 08w
Steaming as before,
23 April - 25 April

Positions Hilo, Hawaii, rerritory of Hawaii,
Ship discharging cargo during this period.

3k
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CONFIDENITAL U.S.S, RANKIN (AKA 103)
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San rrancisco, Ualifornia

26 April
Positions Hilo, Hawaii, Yerritory of Hawaii,

Underway in accordance with AdCamPhibsPac Confidential
Dispatch 251306 of April, 1945, for rendevous point to join
other units of the fleet for training exercises, Steaming in
company with the USS QU:sNS (APA-103). USS QUEsNS in tactical

Conmand,
27 April
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude:  20° 39.5!N 20° 27.3'N  20° 08.5'N

Longitude:  157° 19,8'W 157° 20.1'W 157° 21.2'W

Joined ‘lask 1raining Group 13,10,5 and commenced training
exercisead in accordance with Commander Task 'Iraining Group
13.10,5 Secret ‘training Order No, A5-45. Lngaged in practice
firing using towed sleeve as target, Ammnition expended: 1l
rounds 5 inch 38, 533 rounds 40 millimeter and 728 rounds 20
millimeter. Upon completion of firing exercises underway for
Maalaea Bay, Maui, lerritory of Hawaii,

A - A
Position: laalaea Bay, Maul, Territory of Hawaii, and approaches,
kngaged in amphibious training exercises during the day in

Maalaea Bay, Maui, Territory of Hawaii, and formation steaming
at night off Maaslaea Bay, Also exercised at towing and being

towed and streaming paravanes,
] -_'_‘_l
f( oy,
{ ( LZ - .[ -
> )

A. \I/ BRENT
Navigator

Approveds ‘thomas D. ancx-;]

Commanding
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CONrTDNT 1L U.S.S, RANKIN (AKA-103) | . - ' __J_’@

c/o Fleet Post Office = [. (..
San Francisco, California —

WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA-103)

Month of May, 1945

1May - 5 May
Poaition: Maalaea Bay, Maui, Territory of Hawaii, and approaches.

Continuing amphibious training exercise@’commenced on 27 April,
1945, as part of Task Training Group 13,10,5 in accordance with
Commander, Task I'reining Group 13,10,5 Secret Training Order A5-45.
Expended 30 rounds 5 inch 38, 1600 rcunds 40 millimeter and 2900
rounds 20 millimeter ammnition in anti-aircraft firing practice
firing at towed sleeves and drone.

6 May = 17 May

Position: Berth Xray-15, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Territory of Hawaii,
18 May

Position: 0800 1200 2000

Berth Xray 15, Pearl  Pier 4O-Able, Honolulu, Oahu,
H;rbor, Oahu, Territory Territory of Hawaii,
of Hawaii.

Underway in morning in accordance with Port Director, Pearl

Harbor, Hestricted dispatch 180445 or May, 1945, for Honolulu,
Oalu, Territory of Hawaii, to load cargo ammnition,

19 May - 2k May
Position: Pier 4O=-Able, Honolulu, Oalm, Territory of Hawaii.

loading cargo ammnition during this peried for transportation
to the Camanding General, Tenth Amy, Okinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto,

132943



CONFIDENTTAL U.5.5, RANKIN (AKA-103)
7 ¢/o Fleet Post Office .
San Francisco, California

Position: Honolulu, Oahu, Territory of Hawaii.,

Having completed loading of cargo ammnition, underway in
accordance with Commander Hawaiian Sea Frontier confidential
letter Serial 0646 of 25 May, 1945, for Ulithi, Caroline Islands,
for further routing to Okinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto.

26 Yay
 Position: 0800 1200 2000
latitude:  20° L4MN 20° OLN 19° 501N
Longitude:  159° 52tw 160° 431w 162° 521y
Steaming as before.
2] May
 Positions 0800 1200 2000

Latitude:  19° 33.5'N 19° 251N 19° 071N
Longitude:  165° 33ty 166° 30w 168° L3

Steaming as before, Held surprise firing practice, expended
3 rounds 5 inch 38, 76 rounds 40 millimeter and 600 rounds 20

millimeter ammnition.

28 May
Position: 0800 1200 2000
latitude:  18° 34N 18° 191N 17° 57N
Longitude: 171" 38'W 172" 36w 174° 33w

Steaming as before, Exercised at surprise firing drill,
expending 18 rounds 20 millimeter ammnition,



CONFIDENTIAL U,S,S, RANKIN (AKA-103)
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

29 May
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 17° 23N 17° 10N 16° 311N
Longitude:  177° 32 178° 321w 179° 241E

Steaming as before. ixpended 2 rounds 5 inch 38, 120 rounds
40 millimeter and 670 rounds 20 millimeter ammmnition in practice
firing. Advanced clock twenty four hours to conform to Zone Mirus
12 time.

21 liay
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude:  15° 42l 15° 291N 15° 011N
Longitude:  176° 27'E 1750 26'E 173° 28'E

Steaming as before, Expended 2 rounds 5 inch 38, 139 rounds
40 millimeter and 475 rounds 20 millimeter ammmnition in practice

o s

Ih:.vﬂ.gat.or

Approved:  Thomas n'.?g;;f
Commanding )
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CONFIDENITAL U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA-103) T
c/o Fleet Post Office A
San rrancisco, California
WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA-103)

Month of June, 1945

1 June
Fosition: 0800 1200 2000

Latitude:  L4° 22'N U° 03/ 13° 15/N
Longitude: 170° 26'k 169° 29'& 1679 26'E

Steaming as before independently enroute from Honolulu,
Oahu, lerritory of Hawaii, to Ulithi, Caroline Islands, for
further routing to Okinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto, in accordance
with Commander Hawaiian Sea Frontier confidential letter
Serial 0646 of 25 May, 1945. Departed Honolulu on the 25
of May, 1945, with a load of ammunition for the Commanding

General, Tenth Armmy.

2_June
Fosition: 0800 1200 2000
e PR R
Steaming as before,
2. June
Fosition: 0800 1200 2000

Latitude:  12° OO'N 120 06'N 12° 19N
Longitude:  158° 34'E 157° 36'E 155° 16'E

Steaming as before,




CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA-103)
¢/o Fleet rost Office
San ¥rancisco, (alifornia

June
Fositions 0800 1200 2000
latitude:  13° 05'N 12° 46N 120 04, 5'N
longitude: 152° 15'E 151° 15'E U49° 18'E
Steaming as before, .
2 June
" Positions 0800 1200 2000

Latitudes 110 03'N 100 4O'N 10° 15N
Longitude: 146° 18'E 5° 26'E 143° 331

Steaming as before, Sighted object in the moming believed
to be a mine, txpended 375 rounds of 40 millimeter and 914
rounds of 20 millimeter ammunition in attempt to sink or explode
it. However, after several direct hits failed to explode the
object, concluded it was not a mine and proceeded on course.

6 June
 Fositions 0800 120 2000
latitude;  10° OL'N Ulithi, Caroline Islands,
Longitude:  140° 24'E
1 June
 Positions 0800 120 2000
latitude:  Ulithi, Caroline Islands, 10° 13'N
Longitude: 140° 00'E



c/o rleet rost Uffice
San rrancisco, California

Underway for Ckinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto, in accordance
with Port Director, Ulithi, Caroline Islands, Secret Letter
Ay=3/9 of 7 June, 1945. Steaming in company with the USS
TOLOVANA (AO-64) and escorted by the USS ENHILHT (APD=66).
TOLOVANA in tactical command, ‘he TOLOVANA was carrying
high test aviation gasoline and as both her cargo and ours
was apparently urgently required at Okinawa, we were dispatched
together with a special escort without waiting for a larger
convoy to form,

8 June
Position: 0800 1200 2000
latitude:  12° 36'N 13° 21N 14° 521N
longitude: 138° 15'k 137° LO'E 136° 32'E
Steaming as before. lngaged in practice firing with 5 inch
burst serving as targets, Expended 4 rounds 5 inch 38, 169
rounds 40 millimeter and 572 rounds 20 millimeter ammunition.
2 June
Position: 0800 1200 2000
latitude:  17° 13'N 17° 55'N 19° 31N
longitude:  134° 52'E 134° 21'E 133° 09'E
Steaming as before.
10 June
Positdons 0800 1200 200
Latitudes  21° 4O'N 22° 24'N 24° 01ty

longitude: 131° 32'k 130° 58'k 129° 4318



CONFIDENTTAL U.S5.5. RANKIN (AKA~103)

11 June

c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

Steaming as before., Ikxercised at firing practice using
5 inch burst as target. Expended 5 rounds 5 inch 38, 137
rounds 40 millimeter and 742 rounds 20 millimeter ammunition.
Also test fired 50 caliber machine guns mounted on landing
craft expending 263 rounds of 50 caliber ammmnition.

Fositions 0800 1200 2000
Latitude:  26° 03'N Hagushi Bay, Okinawa Shima,

longitude: 127° 27'k Nansei Shoto.

Arrived at Okinawa Shima this date and anchored. We were
directed to equip two ILv-P's with smoke generators and have
them in the water prepared to make smoke at all times, Ve
also manned smoke generators on the forecastle and fantail,In
the event of air attack and when directed we were to make smoke
and at no time when in a amoke screen were we to fire unless
directly attacked. From this date until we left Okinawa Shima
this plan of defense was used, At 1900 we had our first Klash
Hed, the all clear, Flash White, being set at 1947. Dluring
this rlash Hed,and as a precedent for all to come,the Captain
set condition I, material condition Able, and darkened ship.

Fosition: Hagushi Bay, Okinawa Shima, Nansel Shoto,
1859 Flash ied, 1920 Flash White., 1950 We commenced
unloading all landing craft in preparation for unloading

cargo., 2200 began unloading carge into dukws with assistance
of U.,5. Ammy stevedores, All our cargo was unloaded in this

manner except for one load taken by an 10r.

Position: Hagushl bay, Ukinawa Shima, Nansel Shoto.
Unloading cargo as before,

~dy



CONFIDENTTAL U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA-103)

16 June

c/o Fleet rost Office
San rrancisco, California

Position: Hagushi Bay, Okinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto,

Unloading as before. Transferred one LUV-P and crew to the
USS RESCUE (AH-18) for temporary duty.

Position: Hagushi Bay, Okinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto.

Unhloading as before, 2014 rlash red, commenced making
smoke, 2032 Ceased making smoke, 2038 Flash White, 2134
Flash Hed, conmenced making smoke, 2147 Ceased making smoke,
2154 Commenced making smoke, 2206 Ceased making smoke, 2218
Flash White,

Position: Hagushi Bay, Okinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto.

Unloading as before, 0338 Flash ited, 0341 Commenced

making smoke, 0429 Ueased making smoke, O434 Commenced
making smoke. 0506 Ueased making smoke, 0511 Flash hite.

Position: Hagushi Hay, Okinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto.

Unloading as before, 0300 Flash red, commenced making
smoke, 0318 Ceased making smoke. 0330 Commenced making
smoke, OLOO Ceased making smoke. OLO6 Flash White, Luring
the afternoon transferred one LUV~P complete to the USS
AUBUHN (AGC-10)to replace a smoke boat lost the night before
as the result of a near bomb miss, 2057 Flash ied, commenced
making smoke., 2118 rlash Llue, ceased making smoke, 2126
¥lash White,




CONFIDENITAL U.5.S. RANKIN (AKA-103)

c/o rleet Fost Office
San Francisco, California

Position: Hagushi Bay, Okinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto,

Unloading as before, 0138 Klash hed, commenced making
smoke, 0253 rlash Blue, ceased making smoke., 0313 rFlash
iihite, 0407 rlash ied, commenced maicing smoke, 0412 Flash
White, ceased making smoke. 1957 ¥lash Ked, commenced
making smoke., 2011 Ceased making smoke, 2021 Flash lhite.

Position: Hagushi tay, Ukinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto.

Unloading as before, O0ll4 ¥lash blue, commenced making
smoke, 0126 lash White, ceased making smoke, 1210 LCV-P
and crew which had been temporarily attached to the USS
HESCUE (AH-18) returmmed, temporary duty completed. 2209 rlash
led, commenced making smoke, 2216 Ueased making smoke, 2219
Flash White.

rosition: Hagushi bay, Ukinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto,

Unloading as before, 2039 rlash ied, commenced making
smoke, 2111 rlash ihite, ccased making smoke.

rosition: Hagushi Bay, Ukinawa Shima, nansei shoto,

unloading as before, 1842 rlash ted. 1913 rlash blue.
2005 rlash red, commenced making amoke., 2012 Klash ulue,
ceased making smoke, 2017 rlash white, 2255 rlash ited,
commenced making smoke,



CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA-103)

c/o rFleet Fost Office
San rrancisco, California

Position: Hagushi Bay, Ukinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto,

Unloading as before, 0026 Ceased making smoke, 0032
Commenced making smoke, 0135 Flash Blue, 0228 Ceased making
smoke, 0240 Commenced making smoke. 0300 Ceased making
smoke, 0306 Flash White. 0803 Flash ited. 1000 Flash White,
1038 Flash Red, 1106 rlash Blue, 1118 Flash White. During

this morning the largest air raid experienced by us at Ukinawa
occured, However, due to the excellent work of the Combat Air
Patrol few planes succeeded in getting through, 1934 Flash
Blue, 2005 Flash White., 2210 Flash led, commenced making
smoke, 2235 Flash Blue, 2246 Flash Red. 2308 Flash Blue,
ceased making smoke, 2320 Commenced making smoke. 2325
rlash white, ceased making smoke.

Position: Hagushi bay, Ukinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto,
Unloading as before, No air raids.

Position: Hagushi Bay, Ckinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto.

Unloading as before, 0240 Flash Hed, commenced making
smoke, 0253 Flash Blue, ceased making smoke, 0257 Flash
commenced making smoke, 2221 Flash Blue, ceased making smoke,
2232 Flash lihite,

Position: Hagushi bay, Okinawa Shima, Nansel Shoto,

220 Flash Hed, commenced making smoke, 2328 Flash Blue,
234}y Ceased making amoke, 2352 rlash ited, commenced making
smoke ,



w Uosos- m (m’mBJ
. c/o rleet Post Office
San trancisco, California

Position: Hagushi Bay, Ukinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto,

0045 Klash Blue, 0047 Ceased making smoke, 0056
Comnmenced making smoke, 0101 rlash Blue, 0120 rlash ned.
0152 Ceased making smoke, 0154 Commenced making smoke.
0204 Ueased making smoke. 0208 Commenced making smoke.
0238 rlash White, ceased making smoke,

rosition: Hagushi bay, Ukinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto.
2342 Klash ned, commenced making smoke.

28 June
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: Hagushi say, Ukinawa Shima, 25° 110N
Longitude: Nansei Shoto. 1280 161k
0012 rlash plue, ceased making smoke, 0017 Flash White,
1245 Underway for Saipan, Marianas Islands, in accordance
with Commander rask rorce 31 confidential sailing order,
Convoy CKS number 10, dated 28 June, 1945. Proceeding in
convoy of four columns as ship number 42, Convoy Commodore
in the USS CHOCKEIT (APA=148), Lscorted by four ships, kscort
Commander in the USS TOLMAN (DM-28).
29 June
Position: 0800 1200 2000
latitude:  23° 55'N 23° 35'N 22° 52'N

longitude: 130° A3'E 131° 30'E 132° 56
Steaming as before .



CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S, RANKIN (AKA-103)
¢/o rFleet Post Office
San rrancisco, California

Position: 0800 1200 2000

latitude:  21° L4'N 21° 151N 20° 19N
Longitude: 135° 08'E 135° 56'E 137° 34.5'E

Steaming as before,

5

Approved:  Thomas D. PRICE I
Commanding



U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA 103)

/O FLEET POST OFFICE 2646
PILE: Al2-1 / SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
AKA/108 TDP/AJB wba
/40
WAR D uss =10
CONFIDENTTAL Month of July, 1945
1 July
Position: 0800 1200 2000

Latitude; 18° 57'N 12° 29'N 17° 23'N
Longitude: 1399 L4'E Lo° 27'E 142° 03'E

Enroute from Okinawa Shima, Nansei Shoto, to Saipan, -
Marianas Islands, in accordance with Comnander Task Force
31 confidential sailing order, Convoy CKS nwmber 10, da-
ted 23 June, 1945, Proceeding in convoy of four colwms
as ship number 42, Convoy Commodore in the U.S.5. CROCKETT
(APA-148), Lscorted by four ships, Escort Commander in the
U.S.S. TOLMAN (Di=28).

2 July
Fosition: 0800 1200 2000

Latitude: 15° 49'N Saipan, liarianas Islands.
Longitude: L44° 25'E

Steaming as before. Conducted [iring practice and
expended 3 rounds 5 inch 38 ammunition firing at target
balloons, Arrived Saipan and anchored.

2 July
Fosition: 03800 1200 2000
Latitude:  Saipan, Marianas Islands. 15° 24,5'N
Longitude: 1A% 18/E

Underway and proceeding independently for San Francisco,
California, in accordance with Port Director, Saipan, larianas
Islands, Confidential letter dated 3 July, 1945.

143584 S =



U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA 103)
/O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNTIA

FILE)
AKA/103

WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA=-103) Month of July, 1945
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4 July
Fosition: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude:  14° 50'N  14° 45'N 1° 2210
Iongitude:  148° 50'L 1499 LO'E 151° 26'E
Steaming as before,
2 July
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 13° am 13° 28w 13° 03'N
Longitude:  154° OL'E  154° L3'E 156° 27'E
Steaming as before,
6 July
Fosition: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 12° 25'N  12° 11 11° 45'N
Longitude; 1589 LI'E  159° 31'E 161° 08'E
Steaming as belore,
1 duly
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 129 24'N  13° OL'N 14° 09'N
Longitudes  1463° LO'E  164° 16'E 165° 3418
Steaming as beforc.
8 July
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes  15° 54'N 149 26N 17° 25'N
longitude:  167° 25'E  168° 09'L  169° 24'E



U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA 103)
/O FLEET POST OFFICE

ik SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
AxA/108  CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA-103) lionth of July, 1945.
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Steaming as before.

2 July
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes 18° 50N 19° 25'N 20° 19'N
longitudes  171° LL'E  172° 23'E 173° 51'E
Steaming as before.
10 July
Positions 0800 1200 2000

Latitude: 21° 46'N  22° 18'N 23° 17'N
Iongitudes  176° 0O'E  176° 42'E  178° OT'E

Steaming as before, Lxercised at firing practice, firing

at 5 inch 38 burst and expending 4 rounds 5 inch 38, 250
rounds 40 millimeter, and 1250 rounds 20 millimeter ammnition,

10 July
Fosition: 0800 1200 2000

Latitudes 24° 10'N  25° 24N 26° 191N
Longitudes  179° 36!  178° 48w 177° 02w

Steaming as before, ietarded ship's cdender one day
to conform to Zone Plus 12 time.

11 July
Position: 0800 1200 2000

Latptude:  27° 25'N  27° 48N 23° LOW
longitude:  174° 29'w 173° 40'W  171° 52w

Steaming as before.
-3~
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Position: 0800 1200 2000

latitudes  29° S9N 30° 02N 30° LN
Longitudes 169° 17'W  168° 391w 166° L5

Steaning as before, ixpended 10 rounds 5 inch 38, 688
rounds 40 millimeter, and 1830 rounds 20 millimeter amm-
unition in firing practice with surface float constructed
by ship's force as target.

13 July
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes  31° SRl 32° 03N 32° 37N
Longitude: 164° 03'wW  163° 00'W 161° O4'ii
Steaming as before,
i July
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latdtude:  33° 30'N  33° 47N 34° 24N
Longitude: 158° 21'W  157° 32'w  155° 43'W
Steaming as before. -' :
i3 July
Position: m 1200 2000

Iatitude:  35° 03'N 350 17N 35° A3
hﬂhd:s uz°sm 151° mr Ug® 47 s
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AxA/108 CONFIDENTLAL

WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA-103) Honth of July, 1945.

1% suly
Fosition: 0800
lorie: 16 5
Steaming as before.
17 July
 Position: 0800
11222223; ?.230155"2?'\*
Steaming as before,
18 July
 Position: 0800
Latitude: B'Posé'u
Longituder 134° k2
Steaming as before,
19 July
 position: 0800
Latitudes  38° 09'N

1200

36° 33'N
1459 550

37° 23'N
139° 52w

1200

38° 00'N
133° 38'W

1200

38° 09'N
27° 17w

360 53'N
u3° 521

2000

——

37° 37N
137° 50

2000

38° 0N
131° 19
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U.S. S, RANKIN (AKA 103)
¢/ O FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

CONFIDIRTIAL

WAR DLARY, USS RANKIN (AKA-103) lonth of July, 1945.

20 July = 21 July
Fosition: O5an francisco, California.
22 July
Position: 0800 1200 2000

latitude; San francisco, California. 38° 10'N
Longitude: 123° 37w

Underway for Seattle, Washington, in accordance with
ComiiestSealron Lovement Order Number 300-45-Uperations of
21 July, 1945, for dry docking and period of availability.

Fosition: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude:  40° 24.5'N 41° 18'N 42° 551N
Longitudes 12h s1'W  124° 56w 125° 08w
Steamning as before,
2 July
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes  45° 15.5'W 146° O4'N K7° 371
longitude: 124° 34wi 1240 17w 124° 465N
Steamin; as before.
2 = 27 Ju!

Fosition: Dry Dock, wlliot day, Seattle, Washington.

Arrived Seattle, vashington, and ship promptly dry
docked and remained so during this period.

sl
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WAL DIARY, USS ANKIN (AKA=-103) lonth of Jyly, 1945.
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28 July-31 July

Position: lake Union, Seattle, ashington,

Ship undergoing routine repairs.

fher”

Dy d.l.l\ll
vavigator

Approved: T. D, PRICL
Comuanding
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CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA 103) CONFIDENTIAL
¢/ O FLEET POST OFFICE
Al2-1 SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFOMVRFG. NO 3 6 &

AxA/10n TDP/AJB/nba =

e, o NO
ReG. SHEET NO/ ¢ ¢
_WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA-103)

Month of August, 1945.

1 t - t
Position: i.ake Union, Seattle, Washington.

Ship undergoing routine repairs during this peried.

8 August
Positdon: 0800 1200 2000
Pier 90, Seaftlo, Straits Io.f. Juan Del"uca.
Washington.

Underway this day for Beaver, Oregon, to load cargo
ammnition in accordance with ComiWestSealron confidential
movement order number 90-45, While in Straits of Juan De-
ruca exercised at firing practice firing at towed sleeve
and expending 8 rounds 5 inch 38, 789 rounds 40 millimeter,
and 2558 rounds 20 millimeter ammmnition.,
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U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA 103)
¢/ O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFOHNIA

axaz10s  CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA=103) Month of August, 1945.

Position: DBeaver, Oregon.
‘The Japanese capitulation offer having been announced,

all cargo loading operations were suspended this date pending
the final out come of negotiations.

12 Augyst - 16 August

Pogition: Beaver, Oregon.

17 August - 18 Auzust
Position: Leaver, Oregon.
All cargo ammmnition unloaded and ship prepared for sea.

19 August
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Beaver, Oregon. Intrance
Columbia River.

Underway in accordance with ComiiestSearron dispatch
182046 of August, 1945, for Manila, Philippine Islands,
with no cargo or passengers.

20 August
Position: 0800 1200 2000

Latitudes L6° 15'N L46° 23'N L&° 03.5'N
Longitude:  128° 19'W 129° 33'W 1320 26

Steaning as before,



U.S. S, RANKIN (AKA 103)
¢/ O FLEET POST OFFICE

Lox SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNTA
axa/108 CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA-103) Momth of August, 1945,

21 Auzugt
Positions 0800 1200 2000
Latitude:  45° 08'N LO 55N 1O 05'N
Longitude:  136° 24'W 137° 55'W L40° 36'W
Steaning as before.
22 hugust
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes 43° 00'N 42° 34N §1° 35'N
Longitude:  L4A® 31'W L5° 15'W 8% 18'w
Steaming as before. ' i
m 2
Position: 0800 1200 2900
Latitude:  40° 11'N 39° 41 38 36'N

Longitude:  151° 48'w  153° 17w 155° B
Steaming as before. % -




U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA 103)
¢/ O FLEET POST OFFICE

Py SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
\kai0s CONFIDENTTAL

WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA=103) Month of August, 1945.
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25 August
Position: 0800 1200 2000

Latitudes  33° 19'N 32° 39'N 31° 13'N
Longitude:  165° 20'W 166° 19'W 168° 22w

Steaming as before,

26 Auzust
Position: 0800 1200 2000

el e o ——

Latitudes 29° 20N 28° L3'N 27° 25'N
Longitudes 171° 13 172° 09'W 174° 08'W

Steaming as before,

27 Auzust
Positions 0800 1200 2000

Latitudes 259 321N 24° 57N 23° L8N
Longitudes  176° 4L9'W 177° L5 179° Lhw

Steaming as before,
22 Augugt
Position: 0800 1200 2000

o

Latitudes  22° O9'N 21° 36'N 20° 20'N
Longitude:  177° 34'E 176° 24'E 174° L6'E

Steaming as before, Advanced ship's calender one (i) day
to conform with Zone Minus 12 time.

= .




U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA 103)
¢/ 0O FLEET POST OFFICE

e SAN FRANCIS0D, CALIFORNTA
axa/103 CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA-103) Month of August, 1945,

e L T

29 _Augugt
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 18° 34'N 18° 02'N 16° 46N
Longitude:  172° 12'E 171° 20'E 169° 31'E
Steaming as before. b L ‘
31 Augugt
Positions 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 10 54'N U° 12'N 12° 58'N
Longitude:  167° O4L'E 166° U5 161° 36'E

Steaming as before,

Approved: T. D. PRICE }
Commanding



CONFIDAVIAL 1§ §, RANKIN (AKA 103) CONFIDATAL
¢/ O FLEET POST OFFICE
Al2-1 SAN FRANCISCO, cALIFOmnTA  RECEIVED SC FILES
:Illf;ms TDP/ MB/mad Room 2055
POUTE TO:

(AR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA-103) 3‘9 ml945

File No. (5C) €/ .7«
lionth of September, 1914:.

Doc. No. .14 4¢
Copy No. ....ocovvirnnr’ of
1 September Reg. No. ,
rosition: 0800 1200 2000
latitude: 11° 00N 10° 55 109 45N
Longituae: 1620 35'4 161° 28y 1590 08'k

mnroute irom oeaver, uregon, to manila, luzon, rhilippine
lslands, in accordance witn ComvestSeafron dispatch 182046 of
August, 1945, with no cargo or passengers,

2 September
rosition: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes 10° 42'N 10° so 100 211N

Longitudes 1559 56'% 154° byin 152° 3

steaming as betore.

3 september

Fosition: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes 10° 15N 0° 1l 109 14N
Longitude: 1L9° 2L, 1480 20'n 6O Ly

steaming as berore, ixercised at gunnery practice
tiring at 5"/36 burst and expending 4 rounds >"/3é,
144 rounds 40 millimeter, and O7Y rounds of 20 millimeter
amunition.

147617

b rsnead



U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA 103)

/O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCU, CALIFORNIA

Axa/103 CONFIDENTAL

WAR DIALY, USS RANKIN (AnA=103) sonth of September, 1945.
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43 eptemver
rosition: 0800
Lavivude: 10° 10

Longitude: 143° Lot

steaming as belore.

5 september
rosition: (0]50.0)]
latitude: 100 324N
Longitude: 1579 391

1200

100 10w
1420 191y

1200
100 451
1369 S6'm

2000

100 15wy
140° 271

2000

100 324y
135° 0yt

oteaming as vetore, dxpended (26 rounds 20 millimeter, 350
rounds 40 millimeter, and » rounds 5+/38 ammunition in sinking
taree objects pelieved to be mines.

6 _September
rosition: Qsu
Latitude: 100 3w
Longitude: 1310 30

steaming as betore,

' §6 e
rosition: 080
Latitude: 10° 41N
Longitude: 125° Loy

oteaming as betore,

1200

10° 35.5'N
130° 2914

9% 57w
125° 305

200V

———

10° 33+
128° 2044

2000

9° 03,5
1259 501y
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U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA 103)

¢/ O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN rIANGISUU, GALLIOMILA

CUNE LU L AL

WAX DLACY, Uso RANKLN (AKA=1U3, wonuh o1 oepremoer, Lk,
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8 T ember
rosivion: 080 1200 2000
Latitude: 10° O4'n 100 55w 129 39y
Longitude: 1219 S 1219 s34 120° 450k

oteaning as beiore,

2 geptember

Position: perth 44, manila Bay, Luzon, rhnilippine islands.
arrivea wanila tnis date and reported to tne vommanaer
Yemporary iransport oquaurcn 2V ior duty in that oquadron

pursuant to vinckac's Secret dispatch 030644 of september,
1945,

10 september = 13 September

Fosition: berth 44, wanila pay, Luzon, Philippine lslands,

y:t .sep_tember
Fosition: 0800 1200 200U

Manila zay, ntrance to Subic Bay,
Philippine lslands Luzon, Fhilippine lslands,

Underway steaming independently for Subie say and Lingayen
Gulf pursuant to ComTransion 20 (Temp) secret dispatch 120137
of september, 1945, After leaving eight LCMs at Subic Bay
Boat Fool in order to make room for eight army LQUs which we
are scheduled to transport to Japan, proceeded on to Lingayen
Gulf,
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AKA/108

VAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA=103) Month of September, 1945.
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15 September
Position: Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philippine Islands.

Arrived Lingayen Gulf and anchored in the San rFabian
area and prepared to take aboard eguipment of the Twenty-
fifth Army Division and its supporting units in accordance
wiZh Contlransiton 20 (Temp) secret dispateh 120137 of September,
1945,

16 September - 21 September
Position: Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Fhilippine Islands.

During this period loaded ammunition, supplies, and
vehicles from duwks, LCMs, LCTs, and LCVPs.

22 September - 30 September

Position: Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philippine Islands,
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CONFIDENTAL ,
¢/ O FLEET POST OFFICE AR Lo
A12-1 SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFCHNIA
u;.ulos TDP/AJB/1gb A4 iy
~8 DEC 1940
WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA-103) 2% /; P03
lonth of October, 1945
S W R - Wb
1 October ey No.. -?( = DTN
Heg, Nov ....5<.. o
Position: 0800 1200 . éd‘ J7 7
Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, 16° ohl' N
Philippine Islands 120° 101 E

Underway this date for Yokkaichi, Honshu, Japan, in accordance
with ComFifthPhibFor Operation Flan A1501-215, Annex (D), Movement
Plan and ConPhibGrp & COp Order A803-45. This ship is attached to
TransRon 20 (Temporary), TransDiv 58 (Temporary) which is engaged
in transporting the Twenty-fifth Infantry Division with supporting
units and equipment to Nagoya as part of the Eastern Occupation

Forces.
2 October
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitudes 19° 11 N 19° 47" N 20° 281 N
Longitude;  120° 37' E 121° 08! E 122° 571 E

Steaming as before,

October
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude:  22° 111 N 22° g1 N 23° 48" N
Longitude:  125° 00! E 125° 471 B 127° 26! E
Steaming as before,
4 October
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 25° 291 N 25° 53! N 25° 43! N
Longitude: 120° 321 B 129° 53t & 129° 23( E

Steaming as before.
-1-

154235
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¢/ 0 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

FILE:
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CONFIDENTAL

WAR DIARY, USS RANKIN (AKA-103) Month of October, 1945.

5 October
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 26° 431 N 27° 211 N 28° 511 N
Longitude:  130° 29' E 131° 15" E 132° 201 E

Steaming as before,

6 October
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 31°°37| N 32° o8t N 320 521 N
longitude: 133° 31' E 133° 481 E 134° 11! E

Steaming as before.

7 October
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 33° 521 N fakayama Harbor,
Longitude:  134° 51' E Honshu, Japan.

Arrived fakayama Harbor this date having been diverted and
anchored awaiting the clearing of mines in Iseno Uni and the pre-
paration of Nagoya Harbor to receive ships., The original plan
calling lor unloading over beaches at Yokachi having been modi-
fied to perzit unloading dockside at Nagoya.

g October
Position: llakayama HarlLor, Honshu, Japan.

Anchored as before,
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U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA 103)

¢/ O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

CONFIDLENTAL

WAR DIARY, USS HANKIN (AKA-103) konth of “ctober, 1945.

October
Position: llakayama Harbor, Honshu, Japan.

Shifted berth to typhoon anchorage and made all prepara-
tions for arproaching typhoon,

10 Cctober

Position; |lkayama Harbor, Honshu, Japan.
Anchored as before, Heavy wind blowing.
1l October
Position: Jakayama Harbor, Honshu, Japan.,
Returned to normal anchorage typhoon having passed clear.

12 October = 25 QOctober

Position: liakayama Harbor, Honshu, Japan,

26 October
Position: 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: iakayama Harbor, 33°% 24 N
Longitude; Honshu, Japan. 1350 22t E

Underway for ﬁagoya, Honshu, Japan in accordance with
ConPhibsGrp 8 loveflent Order AO0O8-45, all preparations at
Nagoya having been completed.

27 October

Position; 0800 1200 2000
Latitude: 31+°026.5' N Nagoya Harbor,
Longitude: 137" o4t B Honshu, Japan.

Arrived Nagoya and proceeded to doeck in inner harbor and
commenced unloading immediately.

a3



5

20 vctober

1CLICIC 3
IaL Uetouer
+ 08 1L.LL H
AINCLOT0!

appioveds: 4, Mo Sl

WOIMEA (LN

Jid

R A e

U.S. S, RANKIN (AKA 103)
¢/ 0 FLEET, POST OFFIC

(AKA=102) -onth of vectober, 1945,
__________ Eles alas o e Beam R et e e e i s
=
s A L."';"’ L0118 g v ;_'___‘ 5
= CA0IC.
agoya, Lhonshiu, .
1 aing a roc Lo outel
a
rders,
.
W iyl S S 3
2a'Ce
.
.
L




e AR
AKA/103 mm:tw
Serialt 347

From}
To 3

Subject:

Reference:

1.

U.S.S. RANKIN (AKA 103)
¢/ O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA,

11 December 1945,

"gho Commanding Officer,
ecretary of the Navy (Public Information)
Commander in Chief, Pacific Feet (Public Information)
Comander, Administrative Command, Amphibious Forces,
U.S. Pacific Fleet.
Fleet Home Town News Center,
844 North Rush Street, Chicago 11, Illineis.

Ship's History -~ Submission of,

(a) ALPAC 318 of November 1945,
(b) ALPOA 734,

In accordance with reference (a) three copies of the

History of the U.S.5. RANKIN (AKA~103) are forwarded herewith to each

eddressee.

158144

7.D. PRICE. l
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HISTORY OF THE U.S.3. RANKID (AK4~1C3)

The UsS.5. RANKIN (AKA-103) is an assault cargo vosscl assignod te
tho Amphibious Forces of the Pacific Fleot. This vesscl(a C-2 type) was
built by thc Worth Carolina Shipbuilding Company at Wilnmington, North Carolina
for the Maritime Commissien, It was turncd cver tc the Wavy at Wilmingten,
forried to Charleston, Seuth Carolina, and therc cenverted to an AKA at thoe
Charleston Navy Yarde

The UsS.5. E-FEIN was commissicncd cn 24 Fobruary 19U5, with Licutonant
Commandcr Thomas D. PRICE (D) USIR of Plymouth, Massachusctts nc Commanding
Officer and Licutonant Robort J. TEPFER (D) USNR of Far Pock.way, Mow York as
Exccutive Officor.

aftcr complctien of fitting out, the vesscl preccedod to thoe Chosapeake
Bry arcae for its shakcdown cruisc and training under tho dircction of the
C:umandeor, amphibious Trnining Cemmend, Atlantic Flect.

On 26 March this vessel, cscorted by tho USS TOLRERG (APD-103) departed
for the Cenal Zonc. This vesscl reported to the Cowncnder in Chief, Pacific
Flect for duty on 1 April ond wos dirccted to Son Frunelsco, Cnlifornia for
loading.

4 corge of replacemont cquipment for the U.S.Marinc Corps was loaded
2board at Son Francisco and the vosscl deported 17 april 1945, stcaming
indcpondeontly for Hilo, Hawnii, Territory cf Hawali. after dischrrging at
Hilo, tho UsS.5. - ANKIN in compony with the U.S.5. QUELNS (APi-103) dcparted
to rcndeozvous with Tesk Troining Greup 13,10.5 off Oahu, Territory of Hawali,
for trrining cxoreisos in accordancc with Commander Task Troining Group 13.10.5
treining ordor.

This training pcriod was of gr.at woluc to 211 persenncl of the ship.
During this period the ship was cxcreised in formation steaming, target
practices, omergency moasurcs and landing proceduros ~nd doctrino with tho
landing craft. It cnabled all hends to becorie familiar with combat procedurcs
for further operations with tho amphibious Forces,

On Mry 6th the vesscl wns granted an sveil=bility poried fer routino
voyrge repairs at Peerl E-rbor. Upon the complciicn of which it was loaded
at Honolulu with 5,000 tong of .rmy ground forecs mmmunition fer transportotion
to the Commanding General, Tonth army, Okinawa Shimn, Mansci Shcto,

25 May the U.S5.S. R FKIN departed from Henolulu independently for
Ulithi, Carolinc Islands. On 7 Junc in compeny with the U.S.S5. TOLOV.NA
(#0~BY4) and cscorted by tho U,5.3. ETIGET (APD-66) deprrted Ulithi for Okinave,
T-c TOLOV.ILL wns londed with high tcet gasoline, and os both e rgos wero
agparontly urgently roquircd at Okinaws, the ghips were disprtchod togother
with a spccial oscort without wniting for = lorgor convoy to form.

During the peried 11 Junc to 28 Junc this vessel wns nt anchor in
Hngushi Bay, Okinrwn Shinma. 411 ammnition eénrge wns dischorged botweon air
raids without incidont. The bulk of tho ¢nrzo wes dischorgod into .rmy Dukws
and porticns of it werc delivercd by the Dukws dircet to the front lines for
immedintc uso, Disch~rgc wns dolnycd rnd intcrrupted by the bl-ck outs
required during nctual ~ir aitacks, nnd nlthough the ship wns maintained in a
st~to of roadinoss fer ~ny omergeney, no d-uage wns sustnined frem cithor
bombing or Kaniknzc attack. The cntire crow functioned as vetorans throughout
this operation, snd nro well descrving of the st r in thoir Pacific .ren ribbons.

The FJIKIN deperted fron the Oldinnwn arca 28 Junc in eonvey, tho convoy
connrnder boing abonrd the UsS.5. CROCKETT (4P.~148) for Scipen, lifri-n-s
Islends, -fter losving all landing croft, nochonized (LCK's) at Saipan, the
vesscl prococdod indcpendently to San Franeisco, arriving 20 July. .;ftf.r
filling the ~1llw-nce of lnnding eraft, thc vessel wns ordered to Scatile for
dry docking ~nd routinc voy~gu rcpairs.
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Page 2 HISTORY OF THE U,S.5, B JEILT (.Ki-103)

8 .ugust, repaire having boon conpleted, the RATKIN departed for Besver
anmunition Supply Dcpot en the Columbir. River to leord amrunition for the Torwnrd
rcase The vesscl was sbout half loaded whon V=J dny ~rrived and all cri<c
cperations were temporarily suspended awsitinz furtheor instructions, Orders were
thcn riceived to dischnrge 211 enrge amrmunition and upen complction to sail the
vonscl direcct to lirniln, On 19 .mgust the vesscl cleared Columbia Rivor, procood—
od indcpendently to Monila, arriving 9 Scptember, =nd roported to Cem mndor
Trensport Squadren 20 (tcrper-ry) for duty in that squadron.

after fuoling nnd provisioning in linnila the RJTEIT procceded independent-
1y, stopping ~t Subic 3ny to lerwve l-nding cr~ft at the bo~t pool ~nd arrived at
Ling~yon Gulf on the 15th of Scptomber. Egquipnont of the 25th Arry Division and
its supporting units wns lomded nboard from the San Feabirn bonchos and the ship
avaited the arrivel nnd londing of the rcarinder of thc squndron,

On 1 October the sgundren doprrtcd Ling-ycn Gulf, having beon delsyed
there by typhoons in the arer, for Japnn, Tho .rmy personnol crbarked wero
occup~tion forcos for the ifngoyn oren of Honshu, The squadron was diverted to
Wnleynnon ponding corplotion of minoswocping operntions which had boen dolnyod
by typhoons in tho aren, after riding nt wnchor for nearly 3 wocks the appreachos
to Wngoyn werc deel-red safc for pntsnge, “nd the gqundron deprrtod Walnyann
arriving ot 1lngoy~ on 27 Octcber,

The e-rgo -nd troops were discrbrrized ot the docks in Vagoyn without
ineident, ~nd upon cenplotien tho RIKIYV roported to Cin(P~e for furthor ordorss.
avy porsonncl worce loadcd at lNagoy- for roturn to tho United St~tos, nnd the
ghip deported 2 loviber for S-n~r, P.I. whore inopersble landing crnft and
cnginss were londed for return to tho U.S.

On 9 Hovecmber the ship stood out of Sen~r for S-n Frencisco, arriving ot
it: destin~tion 25 Jovoember, ftor disombarking 371 pnsscngors, the vesscl was
groated ~n avail-bility for voyage ropnirs, During the av~ilability pericd nost
c¢f the senior officors were detached, in compli-nco with orders, fer soporntion
amd Capteain Wae Le deDOWLD (D) USIR of Terth Borgen, Neow Jerscy, roperbed te
roliove Comminndor Thouns D, PRICE (D) USIR, ns commnnding officor,
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D.TE

Oct. 31, 1944
Doc, 22

J"‘-n. EE' 19’45
Feb, 2

Foby 24 = 6 ilnrs
Mory 7 - 8

I‘I."':n 9 L 25
Mor, 25 = 31
apr, 1 - 11
apr. 11 - 17
J-Lp!l lT ¥ 23
#4pre 23 = 25
Apry 26 - Moy 5
Moy B =17

Moy 18 - 25

My 25 - June 6
Junc 6 -7

June 7 =11
Junc 11 - 28
Junc 28 -~ July 2
July 2 = 3
July 3 = 20
July 20 - 21
Juiy 22 - 25
July 25 - 27
July 286 = aug 7
aur 8- 19

aug 9~ 19

aug 19 - Sopt 9
Scpte § - 1k
Scpte 14 - 15
Sept. 15 = 30
Oets 1 - T

Oct, 7 - 26

Oct, 26 - 27
Oct. 27 - Hov 2
Nove 2 = 7

Wove 7 =9

Tove § = 25
llov, 25 - Dece

EVEnT

Kecl 1nid,

Vessol lnunched,

Delivered to the Havy,

UsSe5. RJIKIN (LK:-103) comnissioneds

Fitting out ~ Chrrleoston vy Ynrd, S.C.

Enrcute te Chos~pe-izo Bry arcn,

Shnkedown perioed -- Chesnponko 3ry nron,

Enyoutc Hempton Fords to Conal Zonca

Enreutc Connl Zeme to Sen Frencisco.

Londing - S~a Fr-nciaco,

Enrouto San Froneisco to File, Hnowaliy

Disch~rgisg = Hilo, Enurii,

Hewndlon oren = Trnining cruisc,

Poarl Horbor - voyngo roprirs,

Honolulu - Londing,

Enroutc Honolulu to Ulithi, Corolize Islanads,

Ulithi - fucling ~nd provisioning,

Enreuto Ulithi to Hngushi Bny, Okinnwn,

Dischrrglng ~ Homushl 24y, Olclaswn,

Enrouto Okdinrwn to Seiprn, Urri~nne Islandn,

Saipan - provieisning,.

Enrcute Saipsn tr Sen Froneisco,.

Scn Froncisco - Provisioning ~ud fucling,

Enrcutc Ssn Fronelseo to Se~ttle, Wesliuston,

Seattlo Wagshingtan - Dry doeled,

Sonttleo » Voyrnpe ropnirs,

Enroutc Scnttlc to Bomver Ammnition Supply Zopot,
Colunbia River, Orogon,

3uaver anmmnition Supply Dopet - Londing ~nd Unleaeding,

Enrouto Colunbin Eiver to loniln, Pels

Hrnils - Fucling ~nd Provisloning.

Enroute Unnil- to Ling-yon Gulf, P.l.

Lingryon Gulf = Lo~ding occcupatimnnl foreccss

Bnroutc Iing yon Gulf to miysnn, Fonshu, Japnns

Ynlenynnin, Houshu, Jrp-u aw-iting corplction of ninoswoiping
of appro~ches to If~zoym

Enroute Wolop-me to Hogoyn, Joprne

Ingoya = diasch-r:ing nnd loading,

Enrouto Ilngoyn to Sannr, P.l.

Snnnr = Londing rmd provisiorning,

Enroutc S~sinr to Sen Fronciaco,

Srn Francisco - voyage ropairs,
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