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CONFIDENTIAL

commm FLEET POST OFFICE

U.S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

1,

k.

Se

6.

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

25 = 30 April, 1945

Commandant, Third Naval District, Amphibious Training Command,
Service Force, Atlantic Fleet.

Commandant, Third Naval District letter dated 21 April 1945,
Serial 05895.

Moored at Pler 14, Bethlehem Steel Company, Pier, Hoboken, New
Jersey at time of commissioning and then moored to 33rd Street
Pier, Brooklyn, New York until 28 April when vessel anchored in
Gravesend Bay and on 30 April anchored in Oyster Bay, Long Island
Sound, New York.

This vessel was commissioned on 25 April 1945 and then moored to the
Naval Supply Pler at 33rd Street, Brooklyn, New York for provision-
ing and completion of additional work on the vessel. On Saturday,
28 April, the vessel was depermed and degaussed at the Naval
Deperming Station, Bayonne, New Jersey. That evening ship was
anchored in Gravesend Bay. Ammunition was loaded from lighter on
29 April, On 30 April ship proceeded to lLong Island Sound for
compass ad justment and calibration, and obtaining tactical data,
running measured mile and wvarious other tests.

The operations referred to in paragraph 4 above were carried out
pursuant to the directives contained in Commandant, Third Naval
District letter dated 21 April 1945, Serial 05895.

No ammunition expended.

Nothing to report.

1~ 5 May, 1945

Commandant, Third Naval District, Amphibious Training Command,
Service Force, Atlantic Fleet,.

Commandent, Third Naval District letter of 21 April 1945, Serial
05895.

Operated in Long Island Sound and anchored in Oyster Bay at night
on May 1,and from May 2 thru May 5, moored starboard side to Naval
Supply Depot Pier at 33rd Street, Brooklyn, New York.

Y
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1 - 5 May, 1945 (Cont'd)

On May 1 and May 2, the ship continued testing various gear and
obtaining operational information and preliminary tactical data.

On May 2 she returned to 33rd Street Pier, Brooklyn, New York

for supplies and additional work by contractors until 6 May 1945.
On 5 May, the ship reported to the Commandant, Third Naval District
as being ready for her shakedown and training cruise.

ComPhibsTralant's Speedletter dated 24 April 1945, Serial 02193.

Nothing to report.
Nobhing to report.

6 = 7 May, 1

No change.
ComPhibsTralant's Speedletter of 24 April 1945, Serial 02193.

Moored at 33rd Street Pier, Brooklyn, New York, until 1600, 6 May
ahchored in Berth 4, Hampton Roads, Norfolk, Virginia, at 1400,

7 May 1945.
At 1600, 6 May, ship left New York for Norfolk to report for shake-
down and training cruise to the Amphibious Training Command, Atlantic

Fleet, The trip was without incident and the ship arrived at
Norfolk as scheduled when we received the Shakedown Schedule,

ComPhibTralant's Shakedown Schedule T.S.G.-386, a copy of which is
set forth below.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
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Wed., 25 Apr.

Sat. 5 May
Mon. 7 May

Tue. 8 May

Wed. 9 May
Thur. 10 May

Fri. 11 May

Sat. 12 May

Sun. 13 May

Mon. 14 May

Tue, 15 MBY

Wed. 16 May
Thur. 17 May
Fri., 18 May
Sat. 19 May

0900

1300

0800

1100

FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

SHAKEDOWN SCHEDULE
Commissioned.
Reported for Shakedown.

Arrive Hampton Roads.
Arrange Shakedown Schedule.
Call on ComPhibTraLant and Chief of Staff.

Recelve boats and boat equipment from NLFED, Berkeley.
12 IcV(P)s and 1 ICP(L).
Inspection by PhibTrelant Inspection Board.

Amphibious Training Hampton Roads - Little Creek Area.

Amphibious Training Hampton Roads - Little Creek Area.
Anchor Hampton Roads in evening.

Underway for Chesapeake Bay.

Compensate compasses off Cape Charles City. Upon
completion disembark compensator at Cape Charles City
(or degaussing range if he prefers) via ship's boat.
Calibrate RDF (if installedg. Run degaussing range.
Anchor off Cape Charles City.

Conduct gunnery exercises as per SOPA, Hampton Roads
Weekly Gunnery Schedule.

Upon completion disembark gunnery rider at NAS,
Patuxent, Md., via ship's boat.

Proceed to Kent Island Area,

Anchor off Annapolis Channel.

Run measured mile. Obtain tactical data.

Conduct full power trial.

Proceed and anchor off Cape Charles City.
(Approximately) - conduct fueling-at-sea exercises
off Cape Charles City. Stream paravanes.

Conduct tests as per ComPhibTralant Conf. Memorandum
1CM=-45, Return and anchor Hampton Roads,

Oonduct damage control practice and battle problem.
Enter Navy Yard as per dispatch orders.

Navy Yard availability.
Navy Yard availability.
Navy Yard availability.

Navy Yard availablility.



U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106
FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF

SHAKEDOWN SCHEDULE (Cont'd)

CONFIDENT'AL

Sun. 20 May Leave Navy Yard. Top off fuel, stores, etc.
Mon. 21 May Report for loading and/or onward routing as directed.
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SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

8 May 1945
l. No change. |
2. ComPhibTralant Shakedown Schedule T.S,G,.-386.
3. Anchored in Berth 4, Hampton Roads, Virginisa.
L. Received aboard from NLRED at Berkeley, Virginia, 12 ICV(P)s and

1 16P(L). Two old ICV(P)s which were aboard were exchanged by
NLFED and new boats were given us.

5. DNothing to report.
6. Nothing to report.
7. Nothing to report.

l. No change,

2. No change.

3. Anchored in Berth L-B22, Lynhaven Roads, Virginia.

L. Boat crews were exercised at Berth L, Hampton Roads, Virginia in
accordance with shakedown schedule and ship proceeded to anchorage
in Lynhaven Roads at 1550 and anchored there at 1755.

5. Nothing to report.

6. Nothing to report.

7. Nothing to report.

10 May 1945

l. No change.

2. No change.

3. Anchored Berth L-B22, Lynhaven Roads, Virginia, Anchored Berth 3,
Hampton Roads, Virginia.

L. Exercised at Condition 1-A. All boats lowered and amphibious practice
held. At gbout 1500 ship returned and anchored in Berth 3, Hampton

Roads, Virginia.
5. Nothing to report.
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SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

10 May 1945 (Cont'd)

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

1l 1

No change.
No change.

Anchored in Berth 3, Hampton Roads, Virginia. Anchored off Cape
Charles City, Virginia.

At 0830 ship proceeded into Chesapeake Bay off Cape Charles City,
and compass compensation and calibration was conducted. After this
we ran the degaussing range near Wolf Trap Light and then returned
to Cape Charles City where we anchored over night.

12 1
No change.
No change.
0800 1200 2000
37 - 33 N 37 - LON Anchored off Cove Point,
76 - 11 W 76 - 10 W Maryland.

Gunnery exercises in designated area were conducted from 0930 until
1545 according to schedule. ThHe ship fired at a sleeve towed by
plane on various types of runs, at a moored surface target at short
range and also at a drone maneuvered by U.S.S. 1LSM=297 with which
we made rendezvous as per scheduls.

Nothing to report.
30 rounds 5"/38, 964 rounds 4O MM, 2350 rounds 20 MM,
Nothing to report.
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SAN FRANCISCO., CALIF
13 May 1945
l. No change.
2. No change.
3. 0800 1200 2000
38° 51' N 38° 50' N Anchored off Cape Charles City.
75° 26 W 75° 25' W
L, Proceeded to Kent Island area off Annapolis, Maryland Channel and

1.
2e
3.

(O

5.
6.
7.

1.
2.

obtained such tactical data as was feasible and ran the measu ed
mile. At 1430, we atarted a full power run to Cape Charles City
where we anchored at 1900.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

14 194
No change.
No change.
0800 1200 2000
Off Cape Charles  37° 26' N Berth 25, Hempton Roads,
City, Virginia. 76° 08' W Virginia,

Completed obtalning tactical data, turning circles, crash stops and
various similiar maneuvers, At about 1100, we made rendezvous with
U.S.S. SOLEY (DD=707) and conducted fueling at sea exercises.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

15 May 1945

No change.
No change.



CONFlDENT!AL U. S.S. UNION (AKA 106!

c FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF
15 May 1945 (Cont'd)

3. Anchored in Berth 25, Hampton Roads, Virginia. 2000 Moored to Berth
27, Pier L, Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Virginia.

L. A battle problem was conducted during forenoon and about 1330 ship
shifted berth to Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Virginia for post
shakedown availability.

5. Nothing to report.

6. Nothing to report.

7. Nothing to report.

16 - 19 May 1945

l. No change.

2. No change.

3. Moored Berth 27, Pier 4, Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Virginia.

4, Post shakedown availability repairs and authorized alterations.

5. Nothing to report.

6. Nothing to report.

7. Nothing to report.

20 - 26 May 1945

1. No change.

2. No change.,

3. Moored at Pier L, Berth 46, Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginia.

L. At about 0830 on 20 May 1945, we shifted Berth to Pier 4, Naval
Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginla to load stores for onward routing.
On 26 May, ship completed loading.

5. ComServlant dispatch 251531 routing dispatch for passage to Panama
Canal Zone.

6. Nothing to report.

7. Nothing to report.
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FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

27 May 1945

1, Commander Service Force, Atlantic Fleet.

2. Commander Service Force, Atlantic Fleet dispatch 251531 of May.
3. Moored Pier L, Berth 46, Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginia,
until 1600 when underway for Panama Canal Zone in company with

U.S.S. SEIJINUR (AKA.—hl). OOTOGO 1n UoSoSo UNION (AKA‘].OG).
L. Nothing to report.
5. Nothing bo report.
6. Nothing to report.

7. Nothing to report.

28 - 31 May 1945

l. No change.

2. No change.

3. Various positions enroute from Norfolk, Virginia to Cristobal,
Canal Zone.

L4, Steaming in company with U,S.S. SELINUR (AKA-41), enroute to
Cristobal, Canal Zone in accordance with ComServLant 251531 of

~ May 1945.
5. Nothing to report.
6. Nothing to report.

7. Nothing to report.
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CONFIDENT!AL
CONFIDENTIAL
From: The Commanding Officer.
To : The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Sub ject: War Diary for 1 - 30 June 1945.

Reference: (a) Cominch Serial 7152, dated 29 October 1943.
FF1/A12-1/A16-3, Navy Department Bulletin 43-1531.

35 In accordance with reference (a), the War Diary for
June 1945 1is herewith submitted.
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1 June 1945

Commander Service Force, Atlantic Fleet.

Commander Service Force, Atlantic Fleet dispateh 251531 of
May 1945.

0800 1200 2000
mg 51.6 ¥ 13° 50' N 11° 57 §
78° 24' W 78° 50' W 79° 30 W

Steeming in company with U.S.S. SELINUR (AKA-4l), enroute to
Cristobal, Canal Zone.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

2 June 1945
No change.
No change.
0800 1200 2000
Anchored in 08° 07.1 N Moored Pler 1,

Limon Bay, Cristobal, 29° 45.7 W N.0.B, Balboa, C. Z.
Canal Zone.

Arrived Cristobal, C. Z., on schedule reported for duty to
the Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet and directed by

Commander Pacific Sea Frontier to proceed through Canal to
Balboa, C. Z., which we did and moored Pier 1, Balboa, C. Z.

Commander Pacific Sea Frontier ltr. 0220157 of June 1945 to
U.S.S. UNION (AKA-106), U.S.S. SELINUR (AKA-4l) and U.S.S.
MACABI (S8-375), directed ships to proceed on 3 June 1945 to
Pearl Harbor, T.H. to arrive 182300 Z June via prescribed route

points.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
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3 =~ 8 June 1945
Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet.
Commander Pacific Sea Frontier ltr. of 022015, June 1945.

Various positions along designated route.

Underway from Balboa, Canal Zone with U.S.S. SELINUR (AKA-41)

end U.S.S. MACABI (SS=-375) in company. O0.T.C. in U,S.S. UNION
(AKA-106). Each day the U.S.S. MACABI left formation and
exercised at various maneuvers with ships in company, simulating
attacks, radar tracking, night and day lookout training, under-
water appréaches, and various training exercises for all ships
in company. We zlg-zagged and changed speeds to ald in submar-

ine's tracking exercises.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

9 - 10 June 1945

No change.
No change.
0800 1200 2000
9 June 12° 00' N 12° 10' N 13°
107° 10' W 107° 56.5 w  109° 22' W
10 June  13° 4L3' X 13° 53' N 14° 17' N

ke

111° 06' W 111° 54' W 113° 50.5 W

Steaming in company as before conducting drills and various
exercizes with U,S.8. MACABI (S§-375). At 2145 when at approxi-
mate position 13° O4' N and 109° L8' W, a green flare was
sighted off our starboard quarter. The U.S.S. SELINUR (AKA-4l)
later verified this sighting but the U.S.S. MACABI could not.
Both ships stated no flares had been accidently set off on
board, All ships were in column at 1,000 yards interval. It
was decided to search area, so ships reversed course and
1llumineted area thoroughly inasmuch as dispatches had advised
of a passenger plane being last heard of on route to northward
and ahead on our track. The search was ceased at 0107 after a
complete search of area, and ships continued on course.
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9 - 10 June 1945 (Cont'd)

(Cont'd)

Result® were negative and included one possible surface radar
contaot in that area at 0030, A report of this was sent to
Radio Honmolulu to all ships via our dispatch 100945 of June
1945, in view of previous intelligence concerning lost plane.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

1l - 12 June 1945
No change.
No change.
Various positions on prescribed route.

Steaming as before with U.S.S. SELINUR (AKA-41) and U,.S.S.
HAGABID?SB-375), enroute to Pearl Harbor, T.H. Conducting
day and night drills, tracking exercises with radar, with
submarine attacks simulated both on surface and while the sub-
nmarine was submerged. The U.S.S, UNION and U.S.S. SELINUR
zlg-zagged using various plans and speeds during these

nmaneuvers.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

13 June 1945

No change.
No change.
0800 1200 2000

170 07' 17° 18' N 17° 47' &
126° 45' W 127° 45' W 129% 450 W
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SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

13 June 1945 (Cont'd)

Steaning as before and conducting maneuvers with U.S.S. MACABI.
At 2140, at point OBOE in our route, the U.S.S. MACABI (SS-375)
left the formation to proceed independently pursuant to
Comnmander Pacific Sea Frontier's 0220157 of June 1945 and at
2257 we lost contact with her at a range of 22,600 yards.,

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

1L - 17 June 1945

No change.

No change.
Various positions along route to Pearl Harbor, T. H.

Steaning es before in company with U.S.S. SELINUR (AKA-41).

0.T.C. in U.8.8, UNION, On 1? June U,S.3., UNION conducted
gunnery practice firing at 5"/38 bursts and targets set adrift
On 15 June the U.S.S. SELINUR held similar

by U.S.S. SELINUR.
gunnery practice. On 17 June at 1130 (493 zone time) we crossed
the 152° W meridian and commenced zig-zegging to existing

instructions for independently routed ships in Pacific areas.

Nothing to report.
6 rounds 5"/38 AA, 212 rounds 40 MM, 2,165 rounds of 20 MM.

Nothing to report.

18 June 1945
No change.
No change.
0800 1200 2000
219 27' N 21° 1 N Moored Berth K-8,
156° 52,5 W  157° 36,4 W Pearl Harbor, T.H.

Steeming in company with U.9.8. SELINUR (AKA-4l) enroute to Pearl
Harbor, T, y, At 1000, in accordance with CinCPac dispatch of
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NFIDENTTAL

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF,

18 June 1945 (Cont'd)

L. (Cont'd)

June 18, 1945 both ships exercised at gunnery practice with
planes towing sleeves on various types of runs. At about

1400 the U.S.S. SELINUR proceeded independently into Hoholulu,
T. H. per instructions received and the U.S.S. UNION at 1514
moored to Berth K-8, Pearl Harbor, T. H. and commenced discharg-

ing cargo.
5« Nothing to report.
6. 6 rounds 5"/38, 660 rounds 4O MM, 5,100 rounds 20 MM.

7. Nothing to report.

19 - 20 June 1945
1. Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet.

2. No change.
3. Moored alongside K-8, Pearl Harbor, T. H.

L., Discharging cargo at N.S.D. alongside Berth K-8.

5. ComHewSeaFron ltr. dated 20 June 1945, containing Route Instruct-
ions AA-148 to Kahului, Maui, T. He

6. Nothing to report.
7. Nothing to report.

21 - 22 June 1945

l. Yo change.
2. ComHawSeaFron Routing Instructions AA-148 of 20 June 1945.

3. 0800 1200 2000
Berth K-8 21° 02,5 N  Moored Pier 2, Kehului,

Pearl Harbor, T.H.157° 28' W Meui, T. H.

Le On 21 June, underway about 0800 for Kahului, Maui, T. H., to
discharge cargo and arrived there as scheduled at 1900, when
we moored alongside Pier 2., Discharged cargo on 22 June 1945.
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21 - 22 June 1945 (Cont'd)

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

23 June 1
No change.
ComHewSeaFron Routing Instructions #K-255, dated 23 June 1945,
0800 1200 2000
Moored Pler 2, 219 01' N
Kahului, Maui. ;56° 16' W

Completed discharging cargo about 1530 and at 1700 we were
underway for Hilo, Hawaii.

Orders desceribed in paragraph 2 for passage to Hilo, Hawaiil
for further cargo discharge.

24 = 25 June 1945
No change.
No change.

Moored Pler 3, Hilo, Hawail.

Arrived Hilo, Hawall as scheduled at 0700 and moewed to Pier 3
for discharge of cargo which continued through 25 June 1945.

ComHawSeaFron Route Instructions #M=-115 for return passage to
Pearl Harbor, T.H.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
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SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF

26 June 1

l., No change.

2, ComHawSeaFron Route Imnstructions M-155 as amended by his
dispatech 251853 and 260020 of 7 June 1945.

3. 0800 - 1200 Moored Pier 3, Hilo, Hewaii. 2000 20° 08' N,
155° 06" W,

L. Unloaded cargo until 1600 and at 1700 underway for Honolulu,
T. H. pursuant to orders and amendments thereof set forth in

paragraph 2 above.

5. ComHawSeaFrons Route Instructions M-155 as amended by his
dispatches 251853 and 260020 of 7 June 1945,

6. Nothing to report.
7. Nothing to report.

27 June 1945
1. No change.
2. No change.
3 0800 1200 2000

21° 13,4 N  Moored at Berth  Moored at Berth
157° 54,,6 W  X-2, Pearl Harbor, X-2, Pearl Harbor,
T‘HO T.H.
L4, TUnderway for Honolulu, T, H. and upon arrival off entrance

were advised our destination was changed to Pearl Harbor, T.H.
At 1000 we were moored in Berth X-2, Pearl Harbor, T.H.

5. Nothing to report.
6. Nothing to report.
7. Nothing to report.
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28 - 30 June 1945

1. No change.
2. No present orders.
3. Moored at Berth K-1, Pearl Harbor, T. H.

L. At 0800 shifted Berth to K-1 for unloading cargo and on 29 June
shifted berth to X-7, alongside S.S. BEECHER ISLAND.,

5. Nothing to report.
6. Nothing to peport.
7. Nothing to report.
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U.S. S. UNION (tAKA 106!
AKA106/A12-1 FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF
Serial: (028)

CONF‘D:NT: AL L August 1945.

CONFIDENTTAL
From: The Commanding Officer.
To : The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Subject: War Diary for Month of July 1945.

Reference: (a) Cominch Serial 7152, FF1/A12-1/A16-3, dated
29 October 1943. Navy Department Bulletin 43-1531.

1 In accordance with reference (a), the War Diary for
the month of July 1s herewith submitted.

Copy to:
CinCPac

137033



U.S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

~ ' FLEET POST OFFICE
CONFIDLNTtAL SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

CONFIDENTIAT

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)

(£)
(g)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)

(e)
(f)
(g)

JULY WAR DIARY

1l July - 10 July
Administrative Command, Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet.

None in effect.

Pearl Harbor, T. H. # 92 Zone Time.

Moored at X-7, awaiting Yard Avallability for repairs. On
5 Tuly we shifted berth to Baker-2 in the Repair Basin,
Various repairs were made and on 7 July we again shifted to
X-13 and moored starboard side to U.S.S. HERSEY (AP-168)
until 10 July. On 10 July ship moved to Honolulu, T. H.
and moored alongside Pier 39, Berth "D" for loading.

Port Directors at Pearl Harbor and Honolulu sent various
visuals dispatches conwerning shifting of berth and loading.

Nothing to report.
lothing to report.

11 July - 15 July

Administrative Command, Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet,
None in effect.
Tonolulu, T. H.

Moored alongside Pier 39, Berth "D", Honolulu, T. H. loading
cargo.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report,
Nothing to report.



CONFIDCNTIAL

CONBIDENTTIATL

(a)
(b)

(e)

(d)

(e)

(£)

(g)

(a)
(b)
(c)

U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106
FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

16 July 1945

Administrative Command, Amphibious TForces, Pacific Fleet.

ComHawSeaFron Routing Instructions, Serial 01030, dated 14
July 1945 and CinCPOA dispatch 080320, dated 7 July 1945.

0800

Pier 39, Honolulu, T. H.

1200

1900 - Set clocks to # 10 zone tine.

2000
20° 40' N 158° w

Moored alongside pier until 1700 when ship got underway for
Eniwetok, Marshall Islands, with maintenance cargo for Guam,

Mariana's

for onward routing to Guanm.

Islands.

Upon arrival at Eniwetok we will await orders
Upon leaving Honolwlu, T. H., we

made a rendezvous with planes for Able Able Firing Practice.
Wle are also carrying as passengers to Guam 12 Armmy officers
and 30 enlisted men, pursuant to Army Post and Service Command
letter AG-370.5 dated 1L July 1945.

CinCPOA Dispatch 080320 of July 1945 made us available for
carrying maintenance cargo to Guam and ComHawSeaFron Serial
01030 gave us Routing Instructions for our first lap of the

trip.

39 rounds 5"/38 AAC; 800 rounds 40 M! MEIT-SD; 2320 rounds

20 111,

Nothing to report.

Mo change.
No change.
Date

17 July

18 July
19 July

20 July

17 July - 23 July

Time Zone Position at 0800
£10; A1 20°40 W
at 1700 158° w
£ 12 19° 07.5 N
166° 45 W
£11; A2 1720 57.5 W
at 1700 16° 38 N
412 179° 13 w

-2-

1200

19°
161°

18°
167°

o]
174
16°

04 N
30W

27 N
51 W

01 W
23 N

179° 47 B

2000

19° 25 N
163° L5.5W

18, 35.5N
167° 55 i

1762 21 .5W
35 55 8

177° k2 3
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(a)

(e)

(£)
(g)

(a)
(b)
(c)

17 July = 23 July (Cont'd)

Time Zone Position at 0800 1200 2000

21 July - At 0001, 21 July 1945, ship advanced date to 22 July
1945, after crossing 180th leridian to conform to
=12 zone time.

22 July =12 152 06 N 1° 53y Wl 28w
i7" 55 2 17.° 01 2 172° 15 =

23 July -12; <11 130 L X 132238 1202 42 N
at 1700 169° 31 E 168° 31 E 166° 27 E

From 17 July thru 23 July, the ship was steaming independently
at a speed of advance of 1l4.5 knots on various courses and zig-
zageing according to current directives. The trip was without
any noteworthy incident and various drills such as Steering
Casualty, Abandon Ship, Fire, Fire and Rescue, Gunnery Spotting,
Small Arms Firing and General Quarters Drills were hgld practi=-
cally daily. gn 20 July at 1050, we crossed the 180  Meridian
at Latitude 16~ 26' North, altho we did not change dates until
0001 the next dey, thus advancing our date from 20 to 22 July
1945,

A dispatch from Radio Honolulu, 230434 of July 1945, directed
us to rendezvous with a plane some miles off Eniwetok on 24
July 1945 for Able Able firing.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

2l July 1945

Mo change.
No change.,

0800 1200 2000

~ 11 Zone Time 11° 49' 1 11° 30' N Anchored in Area "B",
163° 4LO' E 162° LO' = Berth 76.



CONFIDENT:AL

U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

CONFIDENTIAL FLEET POST OFFICE

(a)

(e)
(£)

()

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

(£)

(B)
(h)

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF

24 July 1945 (Cont'd)

Steaming enroute to Eniwetok, Marshall Islands. At 0920, we
mede rendezvous with plane from Eniwetok. For two hours we
conducted "Able" "Able" firing exercises, which were very
satisfactory. The ship hit and brought down three sleeves

and also hit a 4th sleeve on two other separate runs so that
only a small bit of it remained. At 1315, we entered Eniwetok
Atoll and anchored in Anchoragze "B", Berth 76.

Nothing to report.

18 rounds 5"/38 AAC; 1477 rounds 40M FEIT-SD; 5916 rounds
2011,

Nothing to report.

25 July = 29 July

No change.
No change.

= 11; = 12 at 0100 to conform to time of Eniwetok Atoll.
Anchored Eniwetok Atoll, lMarshall Islands.

Anchored in Berth 76, Eniwetok Atoll awaiting onward routing
to Guam, On 25 July we fueled and returned to Anchorage "B",
Berth 75.

On 29 July, Port Director Eniwetok's Confidential letter AL-3/
RFIT gave us sailing orders and route to Guam.

Nothing to report. ‘
Nothing to report.

Nothing to report,



' CGNFIDENT:AL U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

CONFIDENTIAL FLEET POST OFFICE

(a)
(b)

(e)

(d)

(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(&)
(h)

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

30 July 1945

No change.

Port Director's (Eniwetok) Confidential letter AL4L-3/RMI of
29 July 1945.

0800 1200 2000
11° 25 i 112 18 N 11° 39 §
162° 23' E 161° 31' B 159° 17' E

At 1700 all ship's clocks set to — 11 zone time,

Anchored as before until 0710 when we weished anchor and
proceeded underway for Guam, Marianas Islands, pursuant to
reference in paragraph 2 above. From 0830 to 1030 we had

an "Able" "Able" practicé while leaving this area which was
very satisfactory, The gun crews knocked down three sleeves
from the plane towing the target. Our speed of advance is
14.5 knots.,

NMothing to report.
5"/38 - 12 rounds,- 4OIII.- 944 rounds,=- 2011 - 4389 rounds.
Nothing to report.

Wothing to report.

31 July 1945
ITo change.
No change.
0800 1200 2000
12° 09 1 120 18.,5' N 12° 36' i
156° 14 B 155° 15.5' B 153° OL.5' E

At 1700 set all ship's clocks to = 10 zone time.

Inroute to Guem. Made several surface Radar contacts with
ships which we met or passed giving combat good tracking practice.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Mothing to revort.
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r\" ﬂ' U. S S. UNION (AKA 106)
cmF'h 'AL FLEET POST OFFICE
m SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

(a)
(»)
(o)

(4)

(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(o)

(4)

(o)

(£)
(g)
(h)

AUGUST WAR DIARY

1_August
Muinistrative Conmand, Amphiblous Ferces, Pacific Fleet,

Port Director (Eniwetek) Cenf., Ltr. No. @h=3/RFM of 29 July 1945.

0800 2
«10 Zone Time I%0 02' N ﬁegll' N Igﬁ'ﬂ.s' N
150° B 149° 05' ¥ 147° 16" B

Enroute to Guam, with maintenance cargo from Pearl Harbor via
Eniwetok Atoll., Speed of advance 1l4.5 knots. Practiced at var-
ious general drills during the day.

Nothing te report,

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report,

2_August
No ochange,
No Ghm.o
1200 2000
=10 Zone Time mw N Moored ' N
UL° 36" B 144° 4LO' B

Arrived Guem, Apra Harbor, and moored until 1640 when on order
of Port Direotor got underway for Salpan to awalt avallable dook-
ing facilities at Guam which was overorowded.

:dm't Director (Guem) dispateh 1928 of 2 August routing us to
pan,

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.




L o enga ¥ MBS,
CONOL, AL ° R e, o

m SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF
2 August - L August
(a) No Change.
(b) No Change.
(o) 0800 00 2
-10 Zone Time ISV O07' N %giibrud Ig%gbrod
144° 34" B
(d) Steaming enroute to Saipan where we anchored at 1000 to await

(e)
(f)
()
(h)

(a)
(b)
(o)

(a)
(e)

(r)
(g)
(h)

further orders for a return to Guam when unloading space is
available.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

! August
No change.
No change,
0800 200 20
=10 Zone Time IZnchored %i?ibrtd 138266' N

145° 27
Anchored until 1800 when we left for Guam.

Port Direotor (Saipan) route instruotions for Saipan dated
this date.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.



CONHD:NT!AL U. 5. S. UNION (AKA 106)

FLEET POST QFFICE

M SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF

6 _August
(a) No change.
(b) No change.

(o) 1200

0800 2000
-10 Zone Time I3V 26' N  Anchored foored
14° 38 B

(d) Arrived at Guam and anchored at 0920 until 1640 when we
prooeeded to Dook Z to commence unloading.

(e) Nothing to report,
(f) Nothing to report.
(g) Nothing to report,
(h) Nothing to report!,

7 Avgust - 10 August
(a) No change.
(b) No change.
(o) Moored alongside Dook Z, Guam.
(d) Unloading cargo to dook,
(e) Nothing to report.
(f) Nothing to report,
(g) Nething to report.
(h) Nothing to report,



GO ETIAL o e

m SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF
1l August

(a) No change.

(b) No change.

(o) Moored at dock, and in Berth 10, Guam.

(d) Moored end unloading cargo until 0645, when we proceeded along-
side the U,8.8, ABSD=6 for replecement of our SR radar antenna.
At 1110 the repairs were eted and we moved alongside the
88 ISAAC VAN ZANDT in Berth 10 to complete unloading our oargo,
using IOT's as carriers.

(e) Nothing to report.

(f) Nothing to report.

(g) Nothing to report.

(h) Nothing to report,

p -1
(a) No change.
(b) No change.
(o) iooroﬁ in Berth 10, Apra Harbor, Guem.

(d) Completed unloading on 13 August and on 16 August moved to Doek
"P" to load cargo whioh waes completed on 19 August and at 1620
we proceeded to anchorage S.,W, of Pler "Essy", loaded with mis-

“ oellaneous fleet maintenance oargo for the Phhippino Islands,

(e) About 15 August when the major hostilities ceesed all eastward
Movement of AEKA's was suspended by CinCPac dispatoh to Port
Director (Guam) and this vessel was then loaded with passengers
and oargo for Leyte, P.I. About 19 August we also were made
a part of ComTransRon 13 and directed to report to them in Leyte
upon arrival,

(f) Nothing to report.
(g) Nothing to report.
(h) Nothing to report.



CONHD:NT!AL U. S. 5. UNION (AKA 106)

FLEET POST OFFICE

m SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF
20 August
(a) No change,
(b) CinCPao Dispatoh 150912 of 1945 and Port Director (Guem)
Routing 2054 of 18 August 1945,
(o) 0800 1200 2000

(a)

(e)

(£)
(g)
(h)

(a)

(b)
(o)

(a)

(o)
(r)

=10 Zone Tme T3® 14' N I207,0' N I35 N

1h4° 32' B 13° L1' R 142° 03' E
Moored umtil 0635 when underway for Leyte, P.I. to report to
ComTrensRon 13, carrying general fleet m].ntenanoe cargo and
gome passengers, both Navy and oivilian (W.S.A., Officlal). We
zigzagged in sccordance with current directives.

None, except as noted above in (b) routing us to Leyte and
direocting us to report to ComTransRon 13 on arrivael for duty.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

t - 22 t
No change.
No change.
0800 2 2000
21 August o 07' x }03922' N 0" 26" N

139° 43' 2 138° LO' B 136° 09' X
=10 Zone Time until 21 August = 1700 Changed to ~9(I) Zone Time.
22 August 10° 33' N 10° 35' N 10° 35¢ N
133°10'E  132°908'E  130°01' B

Steaming enroute to Leyte. Held gene drills. Om 22 August
at 0935 when in position 10° 34' N, 132° 45' E, redar had what
:gxnred to be a Ioul.blo submarine oontact. élnngod course

speed and notified other nearby ships. Contact lost and did
reappear, No other events of nete ocoourred,

Nothing to report,
Nothing to report,



CQNHDENT; AL U S S UNION (AKA 106)

FLEET POST OFFICE

me SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF
t - 22 t t

(g) Nothing to report.
(h) Nothing to report.

(a) No change.

(b) No change.

c 0800 00 000

o B Ban B

(d) Made landfell and approach on Homonmhan Island at 0845, Prooeeded
into San Pedro and Leyte Harbor where we moored alongside
U.8.8, VULOAN (AR5) in Berth 60 at 1745.

(e) Nothing to report.

(f) Nothing to report.

(g) Nothing to report,

(h) Nothing to report.

24 Auguet

(a) No ochange,

(b) No change.

(6) Leyte, P.I.

(d) Moored until 1130 when we left alongside the U,8.8, VULCAN and
prooeeded to anchor in Berth 59. Started to unload cargo into
18T's alongside. Reported to ComTransRon 13 for duty in accordance
with previous (inCPac dispateh,

(e) Nothing to report.

(f) Nothing to report.

(g) Nothing to report.

(h) Nothing to report.



CQNHD:NTEAL U. S.S. UNION (AKA 106)

FLEET POST OFFICE

CONFIDENTIAL s i o S

(a)

(b)
(o)
(d)

(e)

(r)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(o)

()

(e)
(£)
(&)
(h)

23 August

TransRon 13 - (Commodore M. O, Carlson, U,S8. Navy, Commander
'rrmyort Group. Baker and Transport Squadron 13, U.8.S8. HARRIS
(APA2) Flagship).

ComTransRon 13 Despatch 2400 16 August 1945.

Leyte, P.I.

Anohored and unloeding cargo with all dispatoh, so as to be
available for socheduled operations with our tresnsport squadron,

ComTransRon 13 Despatoh 2400 16 August directed us to pro-
ceed to Cebu, P,I, when ready fro sea.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report,

No change.
No ohange.
Leyte, P.I. and at 2

’ %0+ ¥

125° 20' ®

Anchored, completing unloading and at 1500 underway for Cebu,
P,I. in eccordance with ComTransRon 13 orders previously men-
tioned., Tested and used gyro pilot very successfully while
enroute.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.
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CON!':DEI’{T!AL U.S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

w SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF
27 August
(a) No change.
(b) No change.
(e) 0800 Moored at Doock, Berth 7, Cebu City Harbor,
0" 03' N Cebu, P,I,
123%50' E

(a)

(e)
(£)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(o)
(a)

(e)
(£)
(e)
(k)

Underway thru Sursagalo and Bobol Straits into Cebu Harbor
which we entered and moored alongside the doock at Berth 7
at 0950, Commenoed loading vehicles and other combat e-
quipment of Army units,
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

‘ 28 - 2
No change,
No change.
Cebu City, Cebu, P.I.
Loeding oargo and recelving army officers and enlisted men as
passengers for the ooming operation, whioh is derived from
Com3rdPhibFor Operation Plan No. A1601-b5. We are ¢ ng
about 160 offioers and men, These inolude 8 Army LOM(6)'s
and their orews, These men are all from the Americal Division,
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

Nothing to report,




CON:-ID-:HT?AL U.S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

FLEET POST OFFICE

CONFIDENTIAL SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF
20 August
(a) No change.
(b) No change.
(o) OCebu, P.I.
(d) Moored until 0400 when with loading completed we proceeded to

(e)

(1)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(o)
(d)

(e)

our anchorage in Cebu Harbor along with other APA's and AKA's
of TrensRon 13, Our boats participated in drills and practices
for the soheduled operations at Sagemi Wan and Yokohsma, Japan
with other units of TransRon 13.

Received copy of Commender Task Force 32 plan "Campus" No,
A1601~45 and ComTrensRon 13 Landing Attack Order No. A7-45
whioh is derived from A1601~45. ComTransRon 13 is in charge
of Landing Group Baker and is designated Commander Task Group
33.3 for the Yokohema operation. Order No. A7-45 is a oom-
pllation of the oruising instruoctions and various dispositions,
inoluding sortie plan end training exercises underway. It also
oontains the Deployment Plan, approach sohedules, beach party
plan, assault control, medical, communications and boat plans
for &ho operation.

Plan "Cempus™ is the overall plan for the entire operation in-
so~far as it has to do with the Third Amphibious Forces under
the command of Vioce Admirel T. 8., Wilkinson, USN as Commander
Task Force 32 and Com3rdPhibFor.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to reportl

21_August
No ohange.
Landing Attack Order A-7/45 of ComTransRon 13.
Cebu Harbor, Cebu City, Cebu, P.I,

Continued training with boats and gett ready for scheduled
operations with TransRon 13 as a phase of the occupation of

Japan.
Nothing to report,.



FLEET POST OFFICE

CONHD—NT' AL U.S. S. UNION (AKA 106)
ggm = SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

t (Co
(e) Nothing to report.
(f) Nothing to report.
(g) Nothing to report.
(h) Nothing to reportl

w10
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CONFIDENTIAL
2 October 1945.
From: The Commanding Officer.,
20 2 The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Subject: - War Diary for Month of September 19.45.
Reference: (a) Cominch Serial 7152, FF1/Al2-1/A16-3, dated
29 October 1943. Navy Department Bulletin
1"3-15310
1. In accordance with reference (a), the Wer Diary

for the Month of September is herewith submitted.




U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)
FLEET POST OFFICE

cm SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF,

(a)

(v)

(e)

(d)

(e)

SEPTEMBER WAR DIARY

1 September

TransRon Thirteen (Commodore M.0. Carlson, USN, Commanding. -
Transport Group Baker, U.S.S. HARRIS (APA2) Flagship.)

ComTransRon 13's Iending Attack Order A7/45 and Com3rdPhibFor's
Plan Campus No. Al601-45 together with derivative and associated
directions.

1200 2000
-9(I) Zone Time 099 43' N 099 36' N
123° 373 E 1240 59 B

Anchored outside Cebu Harbor, Cebu, P.I. until 0930 when pur-
suant to orders contained in ComTransRon 13's directive No.
A7/45 we got underway for Yokohama, Japan in company with
Transport Squadron 13 (Transport Group Baker) which was com-
posed as follows:

C.T.Ge 33.3 Transport Group Baker - Commodore Carlson
' Flagship, U.S.S. HARRIS (APA2) - Captain Burns

33.3.1 TransDiv 53 (temp. Captain Thornton
ROCKBRIDGE (APA228)(F), KITTSON (APA123),
NAVARRO (APA215), WINDSOR (APA55), NIAGARA 5 APA
(APA87), WOODFORD (AKA86), VENANGO (AKA82) 2 AKA

33.3.2 TransDiv 51 (tum';; Captain Allen
GOODHUE (APAlO?)fF , HYDE (APA173),

OCONTO (APA187), HEYWOOD (APA6), BRACKEN 5 APA
(APAGL), UNION [AKA106), POLANA’ (AKA35), 2 ARA
TRYON (APH1) 1 APH
33.3.3 TransDiv 35 (temp.) Captain Bartman
CLAY (APA39)(F), SAMUEL CHASE (APA26),
GOSHEN (APA108), BLAND (APA134), L APA
ROLETTE (AKA99), TOWNER (AKA77 2 AKA
33.3.5 Soreen Captain Miller
J.E. CAMPBELL (APD49), ODUM -(APD71) 2 APD
BURROWS (DE105), GANDY (D]!76L:) 2 DE

S.8. NORTHEAST VICTORY attached to TransDiv 51
8.8. NEW WORLD VICTORY attached to TransDiv 53
All TransRon 13 present except the TRYON, POLANA and VENANGO
;gigg are to Join up at Leyte. Ships exercised at General
8.

Nothing to report.
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CONFIDENTIAL SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

(£)
(e)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(e)

(d)

(e)
(£)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)

1 September (Cont'd.)
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

2 September
No change.
No change.
0800 1200 2000
100759,5 N 119797 N 119751,5* N
128° 0@ E 1259 59' E 126° 52t B

Enroute to Leyte where remainder of group are to join up. At
about OL45, convoy anchored in San Pedro Bay, leyte Island near
Dulag and Tolosa until 0705 when we got underway and proceeded
thru Bay enroute to Yokohama. At 1130 the Tryon and Polana, but
not the Venango joined the formation and cruising disposition
C-2 was formed. Our station was No. 36. There were 23 ships
and 4 escorts in the Task Group 33.3. The convoy zigzagged
according to current directives and exercised at emergency
turns and other drills,

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

3=-4~5-6-7 September
No change.
No change.



U.S. S. UNION (AKA 106)
FLEET POST OFFICE

Cmm SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF.

(e)

(a)

(e)

(f)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(c)

3=4=5-6-7 September (Contd,)

%?gg 1200 2000
3Ird 28' N 7o 15 5" 39 N
128° 13' E 128° 39' E 129° 4L5' E
Lth  19° 15' N 20° 03' N 210 16.,5' N
130° 49' E 131° 15.5' E 1322 13* &
5th  23% 4L7.5' N 2L° 28.,5' N 250 52 N
133° 38,5' E 133° 58t B 1340 281 B
6th  27° LO' N 28° 22' N 290 41,5' N
1359 33' E 135° 531 B 136° 31' E
7th 310 LL' N 320 291 N 32° 36! N
137° 46.5' E 138° 09' B 1399 421 E

TransRen 13 zigzagged during daylight from before sunrise until
after sunset. The convoy daily exercised at various drills and
tactical maneuvers including our approach entry dispositions pur=
suant to a well thought out program of training exercises under-
way. Drills were held during morning, aftermoon and night of
each day. The radar surface tracking exercise before dawn on

l, September was very good training. This vessel substantially
agreed with the actual course offered of the target escort ves-
sel and judged the particualr zigzag diagram employed as one
which was almost identical in character with the actual one used.
Wartime restrictions for merchant ships (WIMS) was used ex-
clusively because of the merchant ships in convoy.

On 6 September dispatches were received by ComTransRon 13 can-
celling the "over the beach landings" at Sagauin Wan and pre-
parations were made to go alongside the docks in Yokohama Harbor,
Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

8 September
No change.,
No change.
0800 1200 2000
3560 12' N Inchored Moored
139° 46' B
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CONFIDENTTIAL SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

(a)

(e)
(£)
()
(h)

(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(e)

8 September (Contd.)

Steaming enroute to Yokohama and at 0530, TransRon formed en-
trance disposition of a single file of ships. The U.S.S. HARRIS
was met and boarded by a liasion officer to pilot the squadron
in and at 1015, anchored in Berth "B-11l" in Yokohama Harbor.

At 1340, a Japanese civilian pilot, M. Yahara came aboard and
took us into Berth B, starboard side to alongside the Yokohama
Customs House Pier where unloading was commenced at once using
Army hatch crews.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

9 September
No change.
No change.
Moored.

Continued to discharge cargo. All Army personnel debarked.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report,
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

10 September
No change.
No change.,
ﬁgggbd %%%%brod ;ggQBB' N

139° 18' ®



U.S. S. UNION (AKA 106)
FLEET POST OFFICE

CONFIDENTTAL SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

(d)

(e)

(£)
(g)
(h)

(b)
(¢)

10 September [Gont'd!

Moored until 0815 when underway for Berth B-1l, where we an-

chored until 1450, when underway for the Philippines. The ships

in company and in disposition are as follows:

TransDiv 53 TransDiv 37 (Tactical)
ROCKBRIDGE (APA228)(F) HARRTIS (APA2)(oTOC)
WINDSOR (APA55) WOODFORD (XKA86)(TD 53)
KITTSON (APA123 UNION (AKA106)(TD 53)
NAVARRO (APA215 ROILETTE (AKA99)(TD35)
NIAGARA (APA187 POLANA (AKA35)(TD35)

TransDiv 35

CLAY (APA39)(F)

BLAND (APA134)

CHASE (APA26)

GOSHEN (APA108)

Our escort is the U,S.S. CAMPBELL, (APD49) with ComTransDiv 107
aboard. TransDiv 51 except the AKA's thereof remained behind
to transport allied POW's and internees to the Philippines for
medicel care.

Received C.T.G. 33.3's sortie and cruising instructions A9-45
for return trip. No zigzag will be used and the navigational
lights are to be turned on to full brillancy,

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

11 September
No change.
No change,
0800 200 2000
3207707 N 321"1'3' N 3197TZ.5' N
137° 34 B 136° 52' E 135° 02' E



U.S. S. UNION (AKA 106)
FLEET POST OFFICE

CONFIDENTIAL SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF.

()

(e)
()
(g)
(h)

(a)
(v)
(e)

(d)

(e)
(£)
(2)
(h)

11 September ]cont'd]

Steaming with TransRon 13. About 0300 convoy changed course
and headed for Okinawa on order of ComTransRon 13 who received
a message from C.T.F. 32 directing a diversion to that place
to pick up and transport to Manila, allied POW's, internees
and repatriates. All ships burning navigational lights and not

zigzagging.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing te report.
Nothing to report.

12 September
No change.
No change, except we are routed via Okinawa.
0800 1200 2000
299727 N 289 56,5 N 2735 N
1320 20' E 131° 31' E 129° 52,5' B

Steaming enroute to Philippine Islands via Okinawa until 2215
when pursuant to ComTransRon 13's visual dispatch 12 1304 Sep-
tember convoy was again diverted to Leyte, P.I. We were pre-
paring to enter Buckner Bay, Okinawa and were within about

100 miles from there when the diversion took place cancelling
this movement. ComTransRon dispatch 12 1304 September - can-
celling entry into Okinawa and diverting to Leyte, P.I.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.



U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

FLEET POST OFFICE

CONFIDENTIAL SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF.
13-1L4 September
(a) No change.
(b) ComTransRon 13's dispatch 12 1304 September.
(¢) 0800 1200 2000
13th 250 15.5' N 249 33' N 229 L6 N
128° 09t E 1230 LO' E 127° 08' E
14th 19 41 N 18° 42' N 16° 42t N
126° 53' B 126° 56' B 126° 26t B

(a)

(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(e)

(d)

(e)

Steaming with TransRon 13 enroute to Leyte, P.I. Exercised
at tactical maneuvers during evening and after sundown of the
13th, and also held flag hoist drills on the 1lith.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

15 September 1945

No change.

No change.

0800 1200 2000
1A95191“N 1397337 N N°I5T N
126° 20' E 126° 22' E 126° 22' E

Enroute Leyte with TransRon 13. Exercised at tactical maneuv-
ers during early darkness. About 1800 received dispatch with
us as info addressee, directing ComTransRon 13 to divert us

to Guam escorted by the U,S.S. CAMPBELL. We have been out-
running a typhoon which is east of us and proceeding westerly.
The typhoon has now swung north and at no time have we run
into heavy weather as our speed south has enabled us to pass
below the typhoon before its effects were felt. All prepara-
tions were made by the squadron for heavy weather which we

are lucky to miss.

C.T.F. 32's 150326 action to ComTransRon 13 with UNION and
CAMPBELL info addressees directing UNION with CAMPBELL as es=-
cort to divert to Guam taking course to avoid typhoon and
UNION to report to ComTransRon 24 for duty on arrival., CAMP-
BELL to return to Leyte.




(£)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(c)

U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)
FLEET POST OFFICE

CONFIDENTIAL SAN. FRANGISCO. CAL
e

12 September QCOnt'd|

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
16 September

No change.
C.T.F. 32 dispatch 150326 of September.

0800
Anchored

Proceeded with TransRon 13 until just before entry into Leyte
Gulf. At about 0330 we were detached by ComTransRon 13 and
together with the CAMPBELL and the KITTSON proceeded to east
of Homonhan Island while the CAMPBELL fueled from the KITTSON.,
We anchored as directed at about 0530 and at 0820 were under=-
way for Guam escorted by the CAMPBELL while the KITTSON pro=-
ceeded into Leyte Gulf. We started using our automatic gyro
pilot and it operates excellently.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

17-18-19 September

No change,
No Ghﬂnsea
0800 1200 2000
17th IV 20' N T 301 § IO 4,7 N
131° 35' ® 1320733 E 1340 28' B
18th 120 03' N 12° 11' N 12° 28,5' N
137° 15' B 138° 18' B 140° 09,5 E
19th 13° 08' N 139 23' N Moored
142° L4 B 143° 35*' B

-8~



(c)

(a)

(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
(£)
(g)
(h)

U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)
FLEET POST OFFICE

CONFIDENTTAT SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF,

17-18-19 September (Contd.)

(Continued) At 0001 on the 19th, set clocks to =-10(I) Zone
Time,

Steaming in company with and escorted by U,S.S. CAMPBELL (APD
L9). She is 0,T.C, having ComTransDiv 107 aboard., Used auto-
matic electric steering most of the trip and it worked very
well., At 1314 on the 19th, a lookout without glasses, shortly
after a rain squall in the direction of land; sighted Guem at
a range of 45 miles. This was verified by LORAN and later by
radar. 1700 Moored in Apra Harbor in Berth 18.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

20=-21-22-23 September

No change.

No change,

Moored in Apra Harbor, Guam, M.I.

Awaiting arrival of ComTransRon 24 in the U.S.S. DADE (APA99)
to report for duty and loading in our next operation, On 23
September, we moved into the inner harbor to Berth Sugar 1
and started to receive cargo.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.,

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.



U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)
FLEET POST OFFICE

Mm SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF
e e e

(a)

(b)
(e)
(d)

(e)
(£)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(o)
(a)

(e)

24~25-26-27 September

Transport Squadron 24 (Commodore E.T. Short, Commander, Task
Group 78.6, U,S.S. DADE (APA99) Flagship.)

None as yet.

Moored aslongside dock.

Ioaded cargo and units of 6th Marine Division; 5 officers and
62 enlisted men, Reported to ComTransRon 2/ for duty om the
24th. On the 26th, loading was completed and at 1000 we went
alongside ABSD 3 for exchange of SG radar antenna. At 1700
anchored in harbor, awaiting berth assignment. On the 27th
we moored in Berth 21,

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

28-29-30 September

No change,
C.T.G. 78.6 operation order for TransRon 2k, No. gh=45.
Moored, Berth 21, Apra Harbor.

Moored and awaiting completion of loading of ships in. squadron
for Tsingtao, China 1lift,

On September 28, we received a copy of Commander, Task Force
78's "Beleager Operation". This is the Commender, 7th Amphib-
lous Force Operation Plan No. A1703-4L5. In general it con-

-tains the overall plan for operations during October of the

Jrd Marine Amphibious Corps in Tientsin, Tsingtao and Chefoo,
China. ComTaskGroup 78.6 (also ComTransRon 24) promulgated his
Operation Order A4-45 for the Tsingtao 1ift from directives con-
talned in the master plan A1703-45. Briefly, we depart 2 October
from Guam and arrive at our objective 10 October. The alternate
objective in this operation is Shanghai. C.T.F. 78 is Vice Adm,
D.E. Barbey, Commender, 7th Amphibious Force,

=10



U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)
FLEET POST OFFICE

CONFIDENTIAL SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF
i ———————

28-29-30 September (Cont'd)

(f) Nothing to report.
(g) Nothing to report.
(h) Nothing to report.
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CONFIDENTIAL U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)
(£)
(e)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(e)

FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF

OCTOBER WAR DIARY

1l October

TrensRon 24 (Commodore C,T. Short, Commander, Task Group 78.6.
U.8.8. DADE APA??) Flagship.)

C.T.G. 78.6 Operation Order for TransRon 24, No. AL-L5.

-10(Y) Zone Time. Anchored Apra Harbor, Guam, M.I.

Moored and awalting completion of loading of ships in Squadron
for Tsingteae, China lift.

Nothing teo report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

2 October

Ne change.
No change.

-10(J) Zone Time.
D;"os 5' N
143° 59.5' B

At 1700, ship's clocks retarded to conferm with -9(I) Zone Time.

Moored in Apra Harber, Guam, M.I., until 1437 when pursuant to
:.r:c::‘ oonta.i.:::. :l!.: Tra:::hs 24's m:ratim o:r:.ohr No. st.
Squadren 24 which was ouiuolutolw i _‘” 4

G,g!ig't ”ﬂ"

'0 8




CONFIDENTIAL U . S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF.

2 October (Cont'd.)

(d) (Cont'd.)

C.T.U. 78.6.2 TransDiv 71 (temp.) Captain Davis
BROOKINGS (APAlkO) (F), NAPA(APAJ.57)
SATNT CROTX (APA211), ORMSBY (APALS),
EILKHART (APA80), VENANGO (msz) 5 APA
OSTARA (AKA33), YANCEY (AKA93) 2 AKA

78.6.3 TransDiv 36 (tem Captain Tyler

MONROUTIA (APABl)?F L CLINTON (APALLY),
WARREN (APA53), FULLER (APA7),

CIARENDON (APA72), MELLENA AKA32 5 APA

TACERTA (AXA29), WHITESIDE M{A90 2 AKA
78.6.5 Escort Unit Able ?tain Cleland

LANING (APD55)(F), INGRAM (APDL3

WOLF (APD129), BALDUCK (APD132), L, APD

KELIER (m195 1 DE
78.6,6 Escort Unit Baker Captain

KINGER (APD91), SCRIBNER (APD122),

TATUM (APD81) 3 APD

TransDiv 36 was not present and the only escorts present were
the U.S.S. NAWMAN (DE416) and the U.S.S. R.F. KEILER (DEL1Y).
Ships exercised at tactical maneuvers.

(e) Nothing to report.

(f) Nothing to report.

(g) Nothing to report.

(h) Nothing to report.

3=l=5-6-7-8-9-10 October

(a) No change.
(b) No change.

(e) 0800 1200 2000
3rd I59 31!' N I59 53' N 169 35' N
142° 26" E 14,10 53' E 1400 521 ®
Lth 179 52 W 180 20 N 19° 06' N
138° 47' B 138° 08' E 136° 567 z
5th 20° 19' ¥ 200 LO' N 21© 31' N
135° 02' E 134° 29' ® 133° 12¢ n
6th 220 4LO' N 230 19' N 24,0 17* N
131© 08' E 130° 20' B 129° 22' E

-2-



CONFIDENTIAL U.S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

(c)

(a)

(e)
(£)
(g)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(c)

FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

3=4=5-6=7-8-9-10 October (Cont'd.)

(Gon‘b td., )
0800 1200 2000
7th 250 32' N 250 L,5' N 260 48' N
127°© 33' E 127° 15*' B 125° 51 B
8th 280 58" N 290 39' N 31° 18' N
1230 L8 B 1230 05' E 123o L8 B
9th 33° 20' N 32° 06' N 33° 28' N
1259 38' E 1230 27' B 125°© 19' B
10th 34° L1' N 34° 56' N 35% 22 N
123° L6' E 123° 15' E 121© 51' E

On the 9th and 10th, high seas and winds up to 40 knots were
encountered causing the formation to be delayed one day in its
arrival at Tsingteo.

Underway in formation 2-C, enroute Tsingtao, China from Guam with
units of the 6th Marine Division aboard. Navigational lights were
burned at full brilliancy during the entire time. At various
times, ships exercised at tactical and general drills in prepar-
ation for mine evasion. On the 7th the formation was joined by
the following escorts: U.S.S. ILC TAYLOR (DE415)(F), U.S.S. OLIVER
MITCEELL (DE417) and U.S.S. TABBERER (DEL18). On the 7th the
U.S.S. NAWMAN (DEL16) emberked the Commanding General and staff
of the 6th Marine Division from the U.S.S. DADE (APA99) and pro-
ceeded ahead of squadron to Tsingtao. During this period several
floating mines were sighted and sunk by the escorting vessels.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

1l October
No change.
No change.
At 0800 retarded ship's clocks to conform with -8(H) Zone Time.
0800 1200 2000
50 58.5' N Anchored Anchored
120° 30' E



CONFIDENTIAL U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

(a)

(e)
(f)
()
(h)

(a)
(b)
(e)
()
(e)
()
(2)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(c)

(a)
(e)
(r)

FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

1]l October gcont'd.[

Steaming enroute Tsingtao, China and at 0550, TrensRon 24 formed
entrance disposition of a single line of shinvs. 0,T.C. designated
U.S.S. SITKA (APA113) as Temporary ComTransDiv 70 during forming
of disposition. At 0911 anchored in Berth F9, Tsingtao Harbor,
China. At 1447 we proceeded without pilot to the outer end,
northside of Pier No. 2 where unloading was conmenced at once
using Marine crews in the holds.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Noething to report.
Nothing to report.
12-13 October

No change.

o change.

Moored.

Continued to discharge cargo. All Mﬁrine personnel debarked.
Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to repert.

Nothing to report.

14 October
No change.
No change.
ﬁgggbd %%%%bred %%%%bre%

Received fuel from U.S.S. SARANAC (A)74) and returned to Berth F9.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.



CONTIDENTIAL U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

(e)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(£)
()
(h)

(a)
(b)
(c)

(a)

FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF,

Nothing to report.
Mothing to report.
15-16 October

o change.

o ohange;

Anchored.

Awaiting remainder of ships in squadron to complete unloading.
Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

17 October
No change.
o change.
0800 1200 2000
Anchored Anchored 359 49' N

121° 08* E

Got underway at 1604 pursuant to Sortie Plan contained in Com-
TransRon 24's Operation Order Ne. A6-45 enroute to Menila, P.T.
from Teingtao, China in company with Transport Squadron 24
which was composed as follows:

TransDiv 70 - Commodore E.T. Short
m—mﬁ. 3 (APA99) (ST)

U.S.S. SITKA (APAl1l3)
U.S.8. HYDE (APAl173)
U.S.8. OKALOOSA (APA219)
U.S.S. ANNE ARUNDEL (AP76)
U.S.S. ILEO (AKA60)

U.S.8. UNION (AKA106)



CONFIDENTIAL U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF,

17 October (Cont'd.)

(a) (Cont'd.)
TransDiv gl - Captain Davis
eidaiJa (APA]J&O)
U.S.S. SAINT CROIX (APA231)
U.S.S. ORMSBY (APALO)
U.S.S. NAPA (APA157)
U.S.S. ELKHART (APA8O
U.S.S. VENANGO (AKA82

U.S.S. OSTARA (AKA33)
U.S.S. CENTAURUS (AKAl7)

Escort Unit A - Captain J.B. Cleland
(APD55)
U.S.S. INGRAM (APD.43)
U.S.5. WOLF (APD129)
(e) Nothing to report.
(f) Nothing to report.
(z) Nothing to report.

(h) Nothing to report.

18-19-20-21-22 October

(a) No change.
(b) Ne change.




CONFIDENTIAL U.S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

(a)

(e)
(r)
(e)
(h)

(a)
(b)
(c)

()

(e)
(£)

FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

18-19-20-21-22 October (Cont'd.)

Steaming in formation enroute Tsingtaeo to Manila. General
drills were held on the 19th and maneuvered on various occasions
to avoid floating mines which were sunk by escorting vessels.
Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to reporte.

Nothing to report.
23 October
No change.

No change.

At 0700 all ship's clocks were advanced one hour to conform with
Zone -9(I) Time.

0800 1200 00
LY 24.5' N Anchored Anchored
120° 42' B

At 1024 we anchored in Berth 540 in Manila Bay. While in Manila
Bay, we took on fuel. :

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to repert.




CONFIDENTIAL

U. S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

(a)

(e)

(£)
(g)
(h)

(a)

(b)
(e)

(d)

FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF.

24 -25-26-27-28-29 October (Cont'd.)

Anchored in harbor completing logistics. On the 25th proceeded
to Subic Bay in company with the U.S.S. LEO (AKA60) and picked

up small boat replacements for squadron returning to Berth 540

the same day.

On the 28th, we received change No. 2 to ComTransRon 24's Oper-
ation Order No. A6-45.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing teo report.
30 October

No change.
No change.
At 1700 retarded all ship's clocks to conform with Zone -8(H) Time.

0800 1200 2000
L9 22' 1 IL0 23' N 1.6 33' N
120° 18' ® 119° 27' E 117° 24.,5' E

Pursuant to Operation Order A6-45 got underway for Haiphong,
French Indo China in company with:

TransDiv %O - Commodore Short
.S. DA (APA99) (SF)

U.5.5.
U.S.5.
ITIS.sl
U'S.S.
U.S.8.
U.5.8.

SITKA (APAll3)
HYDE (APA173)
OKALOOSA (219)
ANNE ARUNDEL (AP76)
IEO (AXA60)

UNION (AKAl06)

TransDiv 71 - Captain Davis
S, 0 NGS (APA1L4O)

ITCSCSO
U.s.Sl
U.S.S.
U.S.S.
U.S.8.
U.S.So
U.S.8.

SAINT CROIX (APA231)
ORMSBY (APAL9)

NAPA (APA157
RLKHART SAPABO
VENANGO (AKA82
OSTARA (ACA33)
CENTAURUS (AKAl17)



CONTIDENTIAL U.S. S. UNION (AKA 106)

(d)

(e)

(1)
()
(h)

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)
(t)
(g)
(h)

FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF

30 October (Cont'd,)

(Cont'd.)

Escort Unit A - Captain Cleland
. - - v G‘ (APDSB)

U.S.S. INGRAM (APDL3)

U.S.S. WOLF (APD129)

The purpose of this trip is to pick up the 52nd Chinese Nation-
alist Army for transportation to Northern China.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

31 Octobex
No change.
No change.
0800 1200 2000
IR 39' N TL5 391 N I5Y o1' N
114° 34 E 113 B 111°© 53*' E

Enroute Haiphong, Frenchh Indo China,
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
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HISTCRY OF THE U.S.S. UNION

’

During the yenr 1944, tlho keel of this ship was 1-1d ~nd the work’
of hMuildin< “er wns stnrted ot the North Carolina Shinbuildin~’Conpany,
Wildaston, Worth Cnrolinn, Slic was known s Nerth Corolina S.B. Hull
o, 188 and U,.S., Maritine Cormission Hull No, 1697, The boaring upon
whiech tleo ship was built wns 097° True,

On Novertbor 23, 1944, the ship was lnunched, beoins sponsored by
Mrs, Villion Olive Bursgin of Toxinston, North Corolina, the wife of the
Reresentative to Conpress fron the 8th District of North Carolina and
approprintely named "UNION" after like naned countics In sone cighteen
stotes,

Sone of the prineipnl physieal charnctoristics of the UNION are
thrt sie is n Cless "C=-2" Tfull with en overell len<th of 459 fect, 2
irchos and o breadth of 63 feet, Hor pgross tonnaje is about 8,258 tons
witl. seven corso hrtehos, four forward and three aft. She is powered
by o Cenornl Flectric Stcan Turbine of 6,000 horsenower drivins a sing-
le scrow,

The ship wos ordered by the U.S. Moritine Corrilssion and after
builéins was tnken to tho Bethlchonm Shipbuilding Cortaony Yord at FHobo=-
ken, Vew Jerscy for cormission into an AXA ty»e vesszel for the U.S.
N:-.V:;’ B

The work »roccoded with déspatch and the eccrmissionin~ of the
UNION (AXA 106) wes scheduled %o tcke place ot Pler 14, Bethlehon Ship=
buildir; Company Yard at 1100 on Wednesdny, April 25, 1945. The com-
nigsioning cerenony was held in-the roin with the officers nnd crew
paraded aft on Mo, 5 hateh., Captain [inrold V, Mellittisk, TSN, Captain
of the Navy Yord, Now York cad reprcsenting tihe Cortaandont of the 3rd
Nevel District rerd the orders fron the Scerotory of the Navy and they
directed the ship boe pleoced in full commission, The band played the
N-tinncl finthen: while the Tnsi~n nnd Union Jock wero hoisted and then
loworoed to half riest as this wos duaringz tihe period of naticnal nourning
for our late President, Franklin D, Roosevoelt,

Comnndcer Hortwell T. Dousl'ty, DE, USNR assuned comriand of the
vesscl ond a close porsdanl friernd of Cantein Doughty, Chaplein R: D,
Driscoll, Corrmiander (Ch.C) USHR offered a prayer invokins the aid, pro=
teetiar and blessing of God upon the vessel, its crew and nission,

That some aftornoon, Wednesdey, aApril 25, 1945, the ship wns noved
to the Naval Supply Picr at 33rd Strecet, Brooklyn for provisioning ocand
cornletion of previous jobs prior to a test run. On Scturday, 28 April,
the shin Hrocecoded to Bayomne for deperning and then irto Grancsend Boy
for loading of cimunition, Then on 30 April, we procceded into Long
Island Sound for test runs, securing tecticel dgta, couipass calibration
and in senernl o perfornance check on the ship. On 2 lMay we roturned t
the Supnly Pier at 33rd Strcet, for sunplics and additional work by
Botilbhen ond on May 5, voported rendy for the shol:odoval and training
cruise,




We proccoded to lnrfollr on Mpy 6 and on arrivel roported to the
Arshibhious Troining Comand ond for o wéek in Chosopeaite Bay we carried
out the shakaedown schedulc of coxercises. On May 15, we returncd to the
vy Yard ot Morfolk, Vir-inic -nd Led oveilabiliiy there until Moy 20
when we noved to the Navol Sunply Depot and looded for Pearl Farbor wit
a 1iisecellancous cargo,

On May 27, we left Norfolk for the Cannl Zone in conpany with the
UsSeSe SELINUR (AIALl) whoro we arrived on June 2. Ve :rinde transit at
amece ond ticd up in Balboa at nisht.,

The next doy we were joined b the U.S.S. ILCADI (85375) and the
three ships procecded in coopany to Penrl Harbor, carrying out a sched-
ule of Uraining éxerciscos for the subnarine underwoy, The »rozran wolics
od out very wcll, We stearned in compony until Juose 13, when as we ncar-
ed the Feowainn rroa the U.S8.8. MACABI (8S375) lof™ to »roceced indepen=-
dently, The arrival at Toarl was nade on June 15, ond-from June 21 to
June 27 we procecded to Fohului, Moul and then to Hilo, Ilnwail to unlond
our carzn aftcr wiich we returned to Peurl.

A pcriod of 10 davs followed during which we laid at Pearl, hnd
yira availadility for repalrs and ﬂwritﬂu ordors which ¢nme on Jul" 10
when we noved to NMorolulu for loadin~ by the Arny. On July 16, ;ulTy
loaded with :izintoncnee corgo for Cuan, we left onoluliu enroute to
Bniwetok to cwnlt n call fron Guan,

At this tine wo wore unattoched and unassigunoed ©
qvnﬂ*on We operntod undey AdCon™hibsPac and wero arvarently loaued
to ConHawSeoalor temporaily. A lnndfeall and cnt»v wrs iade atv Ialwtok
on July 24 and we woited uavil July 30 whon our orders citie, calling us
out to Guai,

o nny transport
3

At this point, it nisht be nentioned that tThe mun crews hod hid
considerahle proetice sinco whe cormissioning, ot oach port as we a1t Jbe

ad or left it, whore tarrct »lones were rvalinblg. This ru“\i.l RN R L T
stea e .on tr 4'ww resulte waon wo arrived at Eniwotok. he firine
:r¢utiuu wo had preior to cnory resulted in knocldng down 4 glecves .ld

"130:1 leoving Eniwetok, we hold cnother practice whoen we knocked dovm 3
siecves,

Our C.I.C. tona is olso Tunctioning well cnd n1l1 h-nds are goiting
tho feel of the shipe. The run to Guarn wes without ineident ~néd we ar-
rived there on Ausust 2 only to be rerouvted to Saien a8 Guan was érowle-
ed cnd we wcvc to cwnit recnll when thore wos avallable cdock spacao. 1ha
shin lay at Selpan for a few days and on fusust 5, wo returned to Guno
om an all nisht run whon we went alongside a dock ~nd unloaded our cor-s
400 A

The ruwors of the war's énd found us unlocded on the 13th of fusush
ud we woited until Aucust 16, before we learncd it we wore to Lord
2.tk seneral earse for Loyic, P.Is and on errival report tc ConTrous~on
L) for duty. This wns the first assigmnent to cn organized operation,




0n Auvr~pst 20, ve Lot underwar for Teyir ené 2lso had a portion of
Jox'ransRon 13ts staf nboard as nassenmers. L..e ori>» to Tevte tras
'2de in pood time., This s ip is economical to Tun, avera~ius about
2,000 7allons ef fuel Tor t'e 24 hours runninz o% 14.5 or 15 Lnots. “le
107e 1ad no en~iie.trouble and “lere is no vibration at our eruisins
3necds.,

The landfall wes .:wode on Yomo: han Tsland Auvu~ sv 23 as scheduled” -nd
re roceeded into Levite Gul# then vy San Pedro 22 to the anchorace, Tn-
*eHortine to CoaTransRon 13, we were directecd o unload as quiczly as
osaible and proceed at once to Cebu to be locded Tor the coiing occupa=
sion of Japan., So, we unloaded, »roce~ded to Cedbu 2nd were loadinr Taes
‘e on the 27th of Avrust, fe are tekins Harts oFT *'e Americel Division
;0 Jepan as e »Hart of ransRen 13 pursuent to tfa erall plan "Campus',
'z Sedbenber 2 in JTeyte Gulf, TransRon 13 cons: 5;;n, of so:e 22 shions,
A of which are ATA's, 5 ﬁ?&’s, 1 APH, and 2 nerciont “Viectory™ ships
‘né escorted by 2 DIits and 2 ADD's rendezvoued o-d set course for Yoo~
‘or12 vo arrive Setemver Oth, The Scuadron wes :ade u» as Tfollows:

T.G. 33,3 Transnhor: Groun Baler - Comnodore Carlson
1*1,(-511 Y, T.8.3. TARRTS (4P4A2) - C-ptain Burns

33.3.1 TransDiv 53 (Lenp.g Captain Thornton
ROCITIRTDEE (A2AR20) (P), IITISOIT (A A1 23),

ITAVARTO- (A2 £215), WIITDSOR- (445 ,f, HIA G11A
(APAST7), HOCDFORD (ATAB6), Y 0 ('"ﬁ”Z)

33.3.2 TransDiv 51 (Teup.) Canrtain Allen
GooDiT R (ADA107), TYDR (ATl '3)
0CO:™0 (ARALS7), I'EY700D (;';5 JRACITN
(APASL), TRTON (AIAL06), OTL . (i7A35),
TRYOM (APT1)

33.3.3 Tre. ‘Div 35 (tenp.) Canta
CLAY "30)(31, SATUTEL CTTAST (.'.'_,25),
GOSITIT [ AA108), BTATD (\..‘:.13&}
TEOT“‘”E ( 499) r1-\ IJ'.H:R (“ -.

33.3.5 Screen Captain Idller
J.Bs CATIELL {APDA9), f‘D’P' (AT *D'?ll,
3UR 0778 (3‘:.105}, GATDY (DE764)

W wmh

=t

n Dartman

S.5. TORT".'ST VICTORY attacied t~ TrrnsDiv 51
S.8. 1777 "IORLD VICTORY attached to TransDiv 53

Commodore Carlson was s~id to have antlr deseribed this operation as
e Meraduation exercises® of the A‘mhhibious Iorces snd dsily *hile en=
‘onte to Yoltohama, t e squodron carried out e ell or~anized and exten~
'Lve "oracticet nrosren for the "sraduetion® whie!: consisted of all l:inds
f sisnallins drills end tactical naneuvers, as)rcach and entryv disnos-
‘bions and Uhe lite, All preparations were ﬂ“ﬂc e dy for a londing on
;he beaches at Sasanl “'an, outside Yoloharia Tarber, “ut orders received
wxovve advised us tlct tﬁe docl:gs at Yoliohema wexec in excellent shape,
d so on the early morning of Sestember &, tle ~roup steaied into the
aroor, hHerths vere assifned ﬁhd by afternoon, i'e were unloadins our car~
0 and Lns Ariyy rersoniel which 30001panied us .




e Army carco erews W ich unlonded us did a cuiclz job and bv 1500
Jeptenber 10, the scuadron wers underway asain for the “hilippines for
1 turn cround trip.

The A2\'s of T:pnsDiv 51 as well as the U.S.3. 0y (Lom) did not
iccomma st us on the return trin, —_— e 4 -

le wrere diverted to Oltinawa to niel: up reﬁatr'etﬂf T0W's for !lanila,
e loter these orders were cancelled and we lieaded Tox Teirte.

.s e anproached Terte, this vessel was detachel ond divoried to
Tvam S0 renort to ComPTrensRon 24. So on Sentember 15 on arrivnl outside
Lerte Culf we waited w-ile our escort, the 17.3.5, 0.I100INI (/DL9) fuel~-
3d and ten in comdany with her, set course Tor CGuem, *7iere we arrived
in tihe e ol By afternoon of Se-telber 13 to awvait Cor ”“hJGQOD 24's arrival

to renory for duty,

“Te svared at CGuan until October 2, when in compan; with TransRon
2k, set course for Tsingteo, China. The trip to Tsingbtao, China was for
she Hurnose of transportin~ units of the 6th l'arine Division to that
wee o occupational purposes, and on “Jednesday, October 11, 1945 the
squadren arrivsd at its destinction and was “ElCDJed by the Chinase at
hat yort for the llarines we carried were the Tirst :nierican troons in
she area of the Shantuns Peninsula. The arrival date coincided with a
Llocal celebretion in connection with the 10th Anniversary of the New

Jhinese Renublic.

O0n the aftornoon of ‘orinesday, 17 October -“L5 ‘2roasnport Squedron
hy fneluding the WTION, orocet. dod ort of Psinptoo Loraor Chinn cnroute
mee coonin to the Phili-hincs,

Durins this trin as in »revious trips, tho UICIT distinguished
rscl? by the oxcellont “orformnnce of ;Lr rader, oot a0 infornntion
.Ub tved to the Squodron Cormannder aildéd naoterioallr o thc safo and
fflolocat novisation of the cntirec unit.
o aobout 1000 on tlc ”O“"i“j of Tucsdny, 23 Oetouer 1945, we on=-
“orc” ** Monile Bay. On tho aozt nfternoon we tranclorred scveral of
aptlanding ercft to variovs otlier shins ia the Soundron, and then
roocedcd 0 Subic Bny, T.I. ia conpany with the TeSeS. IN0 (:74.60),
0 Hiet un landing eroft replerecorents for the entirce scuadron., After
ebuxraing to Manila ?ny we rennined there until Tuesdoyr the 30th of
et ol ey at which tine TransRon 24 sot undermr for ‘“i)gon*, French
ndo Chlna.

he nuroosc of our trip to Hoivhops wos to aiber’: clernents of the
52nd Chincsc Mationelist Jxiv for trengierteotion to lorechuria, Our
oroae U0 Failnhons wns without ineident.

¢ arrived there in tloe ~f%ornoon of Iovciber v..0'2nd, cnd corr 1cn~
'0d ¢ Dariding troops and cquinment thot sane afternocn. By the 4th of
ovo: the, a1l ships of t':c Squndron had conpleted L-ading and we pro-
ceded out of Tonkin Worbor in fornation on our wrr to Yinﬂuou,

e




Maachuria, On the 5th of November 1945, our destinotion was changed
fron Yingkow, Manchuria to Chinwangtao, Morth China., Our passeagers,
niribering 915 officers and cnlistoc men of the Chinese 52nd Arnmy,
unuged to shipboard 1life, for the most part beecame sca sick shortly
atter leoving Tonkin Gulf, IHowever, due to provious installation of
adlitional sanitary facilitiecs, which werc construected by ship's cone
paiy, the situatidn was not as bad as it normally vrould have been on o
shin of this typec.

iring the last Tour dnys of this voyage, we chcountered extrconely
bad weather which nceessitated the Squadron Comncnder to slow the speod
of the Tormation to such an extent thet we were o doy late arriving at
our destination,

On the morning of lMovember 12th, we arrived ~U Chinwangtao, lTorth
Chinn, onclfiored and bezan moking preparations for the debarkation of
our troons. In the aftornosn of Novomber 13, 1945, the UNION was cal-
lod in to picr 1, to debark troops crd equipnent.

The dobarkation wng very orderly ard by the worning of tho 14th,
we lLicd eorpleted unlooding troops and their couils-ont. Wo thon got
undervay and procccded to our position in the formotion which at that
tino was forning up and procoeding townrd seca, cnroute to Taku, at
tho nouth of tho Peiping River, China,

Wo ronainced at Talmn until the 2nd of Deccenbor cwaiting orders. Dure
ins this time we were detached from TronsRon 24 and ncde available to
PhibgPac for duty. Whilce there, we fuéled, tock on provisions and
cawsht up with shin's mointonance work.

" On Decomber 1st, 1945, the UNION reccived orders to procedd to the
United States via Monila, with maxirmm personncl ond boat 1ift, Wo
cornwonced toking on scparatces the next morning and' by the following
cvening had loaded our capacity of peorsonnel consisting of 19 officers
nd 392 cnlisted men.

On the 2nd of “Deéember, 1945, as per ordcrs of the Port Director,
Tal, Task Uait 78,19.01 was formed with Commonder II. T, Doughty, USIR,
08 C.TyUs 78,19,01, The Task Unit was made un of thc UNION and tho
UsSee TABBTRIR (DEL18), the latter netinz as cscort to the UNION,

Eaxly on the 2nd of Daocaber, Task Unit 78,7.0,N0) =0t undoxwny Lron
T3 Arghornie and nreccaded toward Manilo, On the afternoon of the
Lth of December, tic TABBLRER (DEL18) was detaeled and nrocceded back
toirnrd Tolou,

n Doccnbor 8th, tho WMMION anchored in Baxth 51, Mrnilla Bay, P.l.
On e afvernu n of the 9th, ve rceelved orders to procced on the fol-
1ow7ing norning to Sen Pedre, California. At 0930 on” the 10th of Dcoon-
bor, 1945, the UNION ~ot underwany Trom Manila T-rbor, On the 1lth wo
Wwerc forecod to reduce speed dAue te high scas which coused the ship to
rold heavily, %o oncountorecd heavy we-thor from the 10th to the 22nd,
wilel made it nocessary to roduce spoecd., In addition to reducing owur
snced, tho hoavy weather, causcd an inerecascd fucl consunmpticn which
ol The 22nd nccessitated our diverting to Pearl I-rbor to replinish
rosorve Tucl supply.
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