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FLAGSHIP OF AMPHIBIOUS SQUADRON EIGHT

U.S.5. MONROVIA
APA- 31



HESTORY OF THE US55 MONROVIA (APA-31)

- USE MONROVIA is wno Amphibicons Attack Transport (APA),
with the primary smiasion of Lransporting tcoops and combat
egquipment from rear areas end landing them [n asaault on
encmy-heid beaches, MINBOVIA carries 23 assaunlt bhoats with
shich to carry oot these landings. She is also fitted out
s o fleagship, end 1s presently the flagship for Amphibions
Bguudron EIGHT., Her keel was laid on 268 March 1942 at
Bethlehem Steel® s Sparrowa Point Shipyard in Baltimore, Sd.
Bhe sas first intended to be the DELTARGENTINA, part of the
maritimse fleet of Delta Lines. Toc; however, the T 5. Mavy
purchased the hull for converalon to gifack transport
wnd she was christened USS MONBOVIA on 19 Seprember 1942
The ship was naaed aflter Lhe hose of President James
Moenroe, * ‘MONROVIA'', locatced near the Potomac River not
far [rom Wakelleld, Weslmaorland Couwnty, YVirginia.,

MONROVIA was commissioned oo 1 December 1942, After
training, shakedown and further ¢onversion, she received
Afmy Lroops on 10 May 1843 for transport to Oran, Algeria,
in aupport of operations im North Africa. Om 30 June 1943
General George 5. PATTOM, Jr., the distinguished hero of
World War I1, bowarded MONROVIA with his staff and troops to
participate in the Sicilian landings.

MONROVIA received her first battle acars on 19 Juoly
1843 in an attack off Bicily by a Sluka dive bomber which
inflicted minor damage. After repairs, she zet sail for
Eke Tnited States with lteliao prisoners of war aboerd.
Ehe was then tranaferred to Pacific waters and operated in
the New Zealend-New Hebrides area. On 20 November 1843,
the bloody TARAWA assauit found MONROVIA in the force,
landing her troops and then acting a3 a casuslty evacu-
ption ship., Un the 15LE of June 1944, MONROVIA pegpin flew
her pattle colors during the SAIPAN Invasion., SBhe opce
agein coame through air attacks and shore fire unscratched.

In the Guam landings which followed, MONROVIA spent
geven days with assauwlt area landing elements of the TTth
Infantry Division and experienced casualties. After repairs
in Pearl Harbor, MORROVIA participeated in the LEYTE in-
vaglon. On the 20th of October 1044, &he landed elements
of the 96th Infantry Division and completed off-loading
equipment the next day, Jjust in time to miss the arrival
of upits of the Japanese Fleel comlng up from the Sulu Ses.
The exit from the transport ares was made under cover of
g heavy smoke screen., On New Year's Eve, 1844, MONROVIA got
tnderway to participate in the assault on LUZON, Philippine
Iziand=. She made Lwo trips to LUZON doring the month of
Japuary 1945, carryving troops and cargoe. In February wnd
Marsh of 1945, MONROVIA landed her Lroops in the as=ault on
OEINAWA, harrossed by viclops sir attacks. After the war,
MOMROVIA served a3 a shuttle ship between Chine wnd Japan,
carryiog Lroops and sapplies. She woas decommissioned 1nEo
the Reserve Fleet on 31 January 1947.



In Kovember 1050, shartly =2fter the ocutbreal of the
Koreaen War, MONROVIA was recosmeiszsloned, She jolned the
Atlantie Amphiblous Forece and in Deceaber 1951 mede the
first of her many posc-war Mediterranean croises. On 15
July 1558, MONROVIA served in another important amphibious
landing, heing the first ship to anchor off Beirut, Leh-
anot, fud land her landing Iorce when that eountry reguesl-
ed assistance from President Eiscenhower in resisting
Communlsl pressure.

MONROVIA always meems to he olose hy when trogble
arises. On 23 October 1962, she was the rirat agphibious
ship to arrive at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and cfflead her
hir Marines at the outset of the Coban 8uarantine Oper-
ation. And again on § January 1964, the day of the violent
riots at the borders between the Canal Fome and Panama,
MOMROVIA had arrived in Cristobal, C. Z. only a few houra
pefore. MONROVIA, on this occasion, supported U.5. Aray
troops on the emhattled front line in sight of the ship.
A MONROVTIA hoat and crew conducted three snecessful evecu-
ptions of U8, cltizens and dependents from Colon water-
front on the 10th and 11th of January bringing oul & tatal
af 108 persons, mostly women and children,

MONROVIA received the following citatiocn from the
Secretary of the Navy in 1948 for her outstanding record
durlmg World War 17,

_'"'For exceptionally meritorioug service in action
againat enemy aircralt, shore batteries, mines and sub-
marines. Operating in contact with the enemy and under
attack the U.5. 5. MOKROVIA performed her duoties as an
attack transport, consistently meintaining a superior
degree of efficiency in the performance of her assigned
tasks and contributing materially to the development of
the technigue of amphibious warfare. Her courageous deter-
mination and effort were in keeping with the highest
tradicvions of the United Staltes Naval Bervice. '’

MONEOWVIA 1= acthorized to mesr the following ribhons:
Navy Unit Commendation, European-African-Middle Eastern
Campaign {1 bronze star), Asiatiec-Pacific Campaign {1 sil-
ver star), World War II Vievory, Mavy Cccupation, Chlinpa
service (Extended), Philippine and Nablonal Defense Service
Eibbons,



VITAL STATISTICS

LR g vn v acn it b R S O S e Y 491 PFeet
ERE, v niacn wnnh e LA R S T o e B o S 5.8 Faet
BUALE. BOses PR . L a e s e 7. 800
N i e A e e R R e e 17 Knots
Fresh water distilling capacity. ... ocovvevivamaniinie, 40, 000
(gallons per day)
Digplacement fully loaded.........cccoonciviinee. 14, 281 TONS
Nompal crulaing Fadivs: .. .oiwiwaiciieeiiodi v 15, 700 Miles
L COMRL LI v o S i B AN e B e R R 396
Officers Complement. ... ooinvess B A R e a8

Home - Pardicovasnene s T JNafolk, Virginia



