THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON

" The Preaident of the United States takes pleasure
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

KENNETH EARL STARRETT
BOATSWAIN'S MATE SECOND CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

. M™por conspiouous gallantry and intrepldity as a Mewber
of the Crew of the U.3.S. MARATHON, in action against ene-
ny Jepenese forces off Okinewa, Ryukyu Islends, July 22,
1945, When his ship was hit by an enemy torpedo, causing
rapid flooding and a severe list, STARREIT braved the re-
lentless rising of oil and water in a severely demaged
lower deck living compartment to assist in the rescue of
trepped and injured men end, despite floating debris,
ingecure footing and the seemingly imminent danger that
the vessgel would cepsize, persisted in his efforts to
save lives until the compartment was no longer sccesslble.
By his heroic concern for the welfare of others, he was
ingtrumental in saeving the lives of seven of his ship-
mates, and his conduct throughout was in keeping with
the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.”

For the Pregident,
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Secretary of the Navy




