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THE SECRETARY OF THE MAVY
WASHINGTON

& January 1965

My dear captain Thurmon:

'I?nn the eccasion of the comaiassioning of USS GUAM

(LPH=9]), it gives mo great pleasure to extend to ¥ou,

your officers and crew my hearticst congratulations.
rbprenunt

The GUAM, together with her sister ships,
an increasing capability to exploit the potential of the
yertical envelopment concept im amphiblious operations.
You are {ndeed fortunate to have this opportunity to
econtribute new ydeas to the benefit of our Havy=Marine
Corps team effort. At the same time you face the
aqually challenging experience of developing in GUAM
pner full potential which will continue to reflect the

proud tradition of the men and ships of the pmphiblous

Foree .

Seafaring men xnow that the strength of the ship
1ies in the spirit and compotence of her cTow. 1 am
copfident that with your sense of 1eadership and devetion
to duty this strength will be achieved at an early date.

To you, your fine officers and men, and to GUAM,
1 wish you Godspeed, falr winds and a rewarding crulse.

Sincerely yours,

”?mﬂ%lc.‘\;:lée

Philadelphia Maval Shipyard
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Captain M. E. Thurson
Commpanding Officer
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'\ & January 19603

pear Captain Thurman,

Upon the commissioning of 1SS GUAM (LPH-8), I extend
to. you, Yyour officers and crew & congratulstions and wish
you well in your mow andeavor .

guAM recalls the greatest team offort inm history as
sur gallant Navy =en and Marines, welded in battle at
Guadslcansl, forsed Bm amphibious force which contributed
a0 decisively to our vietory in World War II1. GUAN,
together with her aister ships, add a new dimonuion to
gur sver=the-besch asssult forces reflecting the increas—
ing complexity of moders warfares. Tou are fortusate o
hawve thim opportanity te participate in and contribute
to this new concept.

The first Captain of & pew ahip ig 48 an unigue
ttien. He, more than any of the Commanding Officers

whe follow, sets the tone of the ship and formulates her
repatation im the Fleet. This im s challesge which feow
naval officers are privileged to assume. it will require
the finost atteation, leadership, and devotion to duty.
By your leadership and example will your ahip be known .
1 sm confident that you, your sfficers snd men, working
together with your embarked Marines, will be a waluable
asset to our Amphibious Forces and roady st all timea to
participate in the defenae of our Hatlon.

To you, your officers and the ship's company go
my best wishes for s challengleg and rewarding cruise.

P

1y,

Captain H. E. Thormon
Commanding Officer

U85 GUAM (LPH-8)

e/a Commander

Philadelphia Maval Shipyard
Philsdelphin, Pennmylvanis
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Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deop
g limits keep;
Ohmrll"l’“"ﬂrhm
For those in Mﬂmm!

O Christ] Whose voice the waters heard
And hushed their roging at Thy word,
Who walked'st on the loaming deep.
And calm amidst its rage dids! sleep:

O hear us when we cry to Thee

For (hose in peril on the seal

Maoat Haly Spirit! Who didst brood
Up on the chaos dark and rude,
And bid its angry tumull ceass,
And give. for wild confusion, peace;
O hear us when we cry to Thee

For those in peril on the seal

O Trinity of bove and powar!

Cuz brethren shield in danger’s hous;
Frem rock and fempest, fiie and foe,
Proteet them wheresco'er they go;

Thus evermore shall rise 1o Thee
f:du:mmolpmnlrm lend and sea.

“BATTLE OF GUAM"

1944, the Third Marine Division and =t 2
pg!l I:'d:ﬂh the T7th Infantry Division in !Mr\'::..b:;:n F:;::::S.LMH.
Mgudim It troops londed after lhc_ MO8l complete pre-landing t:::;I-
i, alr and naval operation which lasted 13 du_‘mr in the Pacif
. of the intense proparatory bombardment, he Iwenty.da :m
. the island from its determined delenders cont 1he Jives L Fzr;ﬂ
.‘ﬂ’:ﬁﬂﬂ‘ nnd mare than 10,000 Joponess. The capture of Guam
b0 sdpqn and Tindan, provided the Allies with beses from
s m’mmm@hﬂﬂmcﬂmudhylhauuql
b on Hiroshima ond Nogasaki.
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Guarm was the first occupied American termitory 16 L
I'le_u and, in addition to its obvious militery value, L.
Providad 4 strang morale boost to the American prople
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