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HISTORY OF USS TORTUeA (し§D〃26)

U.S.S. TOR同GÅ was built a‥he U.S. Naval Shipy叫Boston, and

COmmissioned on 8 June 1945. She joined 〔he Amphibious Force, U.S.

Pacific FIeet and served as paJ…f 〔he Mobile Support Fbrce before being

decommjssioned in Åugust 1947.

The firs亡rsD to be rccommissioned ahe‥he outbrcak of Korean

Hosulities’TORTUGÅ was reac`ivated at San Diego qu 15 S叩mbe[

1950. (The ILSD’s proven capabiliries jn World War II dictaed tha' they

all be re‘伽issioned for Iforcan service; this was true of no other type

Ship.) TORTUGA par〔icipated in the Inchon Landing in February 195l

and in various other fleet呼重atichs言ncluding the 1953 prisoner-Of-War

exchangc.

Now hom叩re吊n I‘Ong Beach, TORmGA dやkys rcguhrly to

the Western pa。fic for drty with the U.S. Seventh Fha In recent years,

the frequency of these deployments has increased jn sup叩of the Viet-

namese act-On. TORTUGA and orher ISD,s have been insmmenta=n

OPerational support in the Rqublic of Vierrlam,

In August and Sq,〔enber 1964, TORTUGA stcaned in company

Wi〔h other ships of Amphibious Squadron皿ee for 58 days con亡inuous・

ly near the Vie〔namese coast’rendy to land her embarked M壷nes and

Ianding craft on a few hours・ no〔ice. In July 1965rfhe ship pa血ipated

in血ding operations at Danang, Rq皿c of VIctnim. During che first

haIf of 1966’TORTUGA was engaged in supperting river-Patrol forces

in庇R印ublic of Vie調am.

On l July 1966, TORmGA joined Amphibious Squadron Eleven.

homaported in lJDng Bcach. Califomia.

on 21 July 1967, TOR′ruGÅ dやloyed 〔O the Westem pacific under

a neW Squadron onganization and par。cipae虹n an exe重ci§e anPhibious

Ianding jn Hawaii・ and two assault landings off t]ie coast of Sou血Vieト

On 30 January 1969, roRTUGA bngan herfi血WESTPÅC d叫oy-

ment’Whi⊂h ⊂onSised of ncarly 8 months of supponing Sevenlh Flect

Operations in che Vietnam Theater. Åf.er a brief RAV peried in Yof 。



His'ory o白he U§i TOR丁UeÅ (獲るD"26) con"l.

Suka, Japan, TORTUGA continued on to Vie〔nanese WaterS Where much

time was spent trausporting craft and equipment frcm血e Philippines to

the Republic of Vicmam and from one location to another along the

⊂OaSt Of血el COmba〔 ZOne. As∴a member of Amphibious Ready Group

ÅLFA,血e ship was assigned the vital role of Primary CbntroI S車P during

OPERATION DARING, REBEL, a highly successful §hip-to-Shore assault

on Barrier Island. Other operatious in which the ship played a dominan章

role were OPERATION EAGER PURSUIT IH, OPERATION GAL-

LANT LEADER ahd OPERATION SEAFLOAT.

During and just prior to daparring the coastal combat zone, TORm-

GA, aS a member of Amphibious Ready Group BRAVO, Participated in

two KEYSroNE EAGLE troQP Wi血drawal l誼s, Which marked the initia-

tion of President Nixon’s war de-eSCulation and Vieman壷zation Policy.

Enroute to CONUS, the ship was privileged to be sdec〔ed to tranaport the

men of Charlie Battery, FIRST LIGHT ANTI-A重RCRÅFT MARINE

BATrALION, FIRST MÅRINE AIR WING back home.

On this day, 26 January 197O, USS TORTUGA (IJSD-26) is decom-

missioned at the inactivation Ship Maintenance facility, Vallejo, Califomia.



Medals, Ribbons and B(請書!e §冒ar§

各回med Bγ U§S TORTUeA (しSD“21)

AMERICAN CAMPAIGN MEDAし

ASIATIC-PACIFIC CAMPAIGN MEDAし

NAVY OCCUPATiON SERVICE MEDAし

CHINA SERVICE MEDAL (1945 - 1957)

NÅTIONAL DEFENSE SERVlcE MEDAしけwo Awa「ds)

KOREAN SERVICE MEDAし(Five Engagement Slar9

V帽TNA軸SたRV!cE M間Aし(Four Engagement Sta「s)

uNITED NATIONS S軸VICE MEDAL (Korean Conflic置)

VIETNAM PRESIDEN丁-AしuNIT CiTATION

V帽TNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL



ROししCAししOF uSS丁ORTUGA (しSD-26)

COMMANDiNG OFFlcERS

COMMISSIONED 8 JUNE 1945

LCDR RAYMOND G. BROWN, USNR　　　　　　8 JUNE 1945-8 JUNE 1946

CDR THOMAS R. LANGLEY, USN　　　　　　8 JUNE 1946-18 AUGUST 1947

DECOMMSSIONED 18 ÅUGUST 1947

RECOMMSSIONED 12 SEPTEMBER 1950　′

DECOMMISSIONED 26 JANUARY 1970



COMMANDER OSCAR J. VOGEL

塁盤謀霊叢詫繁護露
in the United Sta〔es Merchant Marine.

Fos[ering a penchant in the fields of anti-Suhaarine wa∫fare and

[aCtical communications, Gmmander VQgel entered che United States

盈d書聖宝器蒜。諜轟認諾‡懇話霊塁霊
〔lOus Officer, this tine on the USS Mississinewa (AO-144) was fo11owed

by GenemI Line School in 1950.

Successive tollrS as Opera[ions Officer of the USS ALFRED A. CUN.
NINGHAM (DD-752), Commanding Officer COMPHIBPAC Flag
Allowance Um〔/Officer-in-Charge COMPHIBPAC Chreer Information

Team, and insしruction a‥he Naval War CoIlege Command and Sfaff

Course led to command of the USS TIOGA COUNTY (rsT-1 158) from

June 196う〔O May 1965. Fron Jme I965 to June 1967, Q)mmander

親藩謹書葦忠霊葦等罷工窪蕊蕊
Asia.

Af[er being de[ached from this staff posr, he was selected 〔O auend

the United S〔ates Army Wa.r College at Ca。isle, Pemsylvania. Upon

COmPIetion of this academic tour, he reqし1eS〔ed and received orders which

appointed him to 〔he bille〔 Of Commandir!g Officer of the IJanding Ship

Dc庇TORTUGA (LSD・26).

Commander Oscar J. Vogel is married to the former Beny Ann Gass

Of Cambridge, Mass. They have five daughters, Karen, Diana, Sally, Susan

and Gayle



SHIPIS INSIGNIA

The basic coIors of the design are traditionaI navy blue, gOld

and white. The upper two triangles symbo=ze the daytime and

nighttime readiness of this unit to carry out its assigned mis-

Sion over the surface of the sea. The lower trjangie is a repre置

Sentation of TORTUGA’s abbreviated namQ aS uSed on the bow

「amp of her LCVP. The tridents are traditionaI nauticaI sym-

bois, and the motto “Semper Praesentis’’signifies the quality

Of always being at hand, Or aIways being present. The turtIe

is symbolic of both the amphibious nature of the ship and the

meaning of the Spanish word ’`tortuga,” which means ``turtle.”




