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| [he sighs of sadness, the sliding of sea
| bags and the charge of excitement

|

From the Mediterranea?
Sulf to the Horn of Africa, F
met and exceeded all stan

By LTJG Louis Pardo :
Carter Hall Public Affairs

It appeared to be a typical late winter morning
for USS C:r?er Hall (LSD 50). Watch standers checkked
Ds as the new day sun washed away @ sleep}t’hsth);-
Daylight spread, blanketing the morning gray wi i
Lnmistakable energy of urgency and ree_illzatlon. :
hormal morning chatter of Sailors on their way t0 wor
lvould seem timid compared t0 this- the buzz o_f TV
cameras, the jokes of comfort, the whispered promises,

bnd anticipation all filled the morning
hir. It was March 4, 2003, a day that
the crew of Carter Hall had
anticipated, trained for, dreaded,
welcomed and finally, realized. Itwas

deployment day.
As the last line was taken in

and the colors shifted, as friends and
family waved, something happened.
A strange silence could be felt
throughout the ship. A feeling of
hcceptance took over followed by a
feeling of purpose. For a war was brewing and the
Carter Hall, lead by her Commanding Officer,
Commander Troy Hart, had just received a late
nvitation. Sailors cleared their eyes and their hearts
with the thought that their nation had called upon and
needed them.

orld Tour 03’

After welcoming aboard tv

Cushion (LCAC) hovercrafts and faf
Craft Unit4 and Beachmaster Uni Asg |
the company of USS Iwo Jima (LHD ) aaulg-,n% v
Nashville (LPD 13), forming the Iwo Jimg Amnd- QSS i
Ready Group (ARG), and proceeded to SteaphlbIOUE ™
to pick up the last of its vital equipment- the l\/lg:- souty
the 2w I\}‘”Gw o
Expeditionary aUng \ S
(Special Operanor:" | i
Capable) (MEU/SOQ) $ | N
After arapidopy; | ¢
of the Marinesg |
Amphibious Aésauut \ t
Vehicles (AAV), six 155 ‘;

mm Artillery Howitzers gng ;
four M1A1 Abrahms Man |«
Battle Tanks, Carter Hy l1 |
and the lwo Jimg ARG 1
headed east at best speeq, |
Not two weeks later, with \
Spain to her left and Morocco to her right, Carter Hal
transited the Straits of Gibraltar and entered the
Mediterranean Sea.

Anticipation mounted on board Carter Hall as
the situation in Iraq escalated and tensions in the
Arabian Gulf soared. Carter Hall made her way atful
speed towards the Eastern Mediterranean and e
Suez Canal, eluding liberty port after liberty port,
hope of reaching the waters off Iraq before any coni!
could start. However, on March 19", the first bomb el
on Iraq signifying the beginning of OPERATION RA
FREEDOM. Carter Hall and the Iwo Jima ARG wer‘é
still five days away from the Suez Canal. ThiS ol
be the first of a series of events that would test™

crew of Carter Hall's flexibility and resolve.

On the evening of March 23, Garte! Hall & |
the Iwo Jima ARG made visual landfall of SV T |
Egypt and the Suez The Suez Canal’S€ ©
mile scar torn acros ayptian desert connet ‘

of Suez rro

the Mediterranean he Gulf




il as
| the
it full
the
t, in
iflict
) fell
AQl
ere
yuld
the

ind
ity
50-
ing

the
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Gulf of sSuez vessels can trans !
uezis extremely narrow, only allowing traffic flow

The S itk ;
in one di ion and that flow reversing itself daily. At
i the canal narrows to 200 yards and
mbers swear they can spit to the shoreline.
The strategic importance of the canal is
If a vessel were sunk in the canal, all traffic

significant-
would stop: the canal would shut down and any vessel
needing to travel between the Atlantic Ocean and the
Indian Ocean would be required to travel south around
the Hom of Africa, adding days, if not weeks, t0 the
transit time- If a vessel were attacked in the canal,
she would have nowhere to turn and would have to
stand and fight. This was the thought foremost in the ] ]
minds of the crew of Carter Hall as the hour approached and Carter Hall all making their
for their midnight transit. However, on that evening, liberty ports. Carter Hall steame o
word reached Carter Hall that plans might be changing. and the city of Taranto. !n ltaly, thg al -
Somewhere, generals and admirals discussed of Carter Hall en]oyed first class \lbferty 2
how to implement the 26" MEU and the wo Jima ARG. streets, shopping the s_hops, seeing
Should the ARG transit through the Suez and head to dining on some real Italian pasta. A e S
the Gulf? Or should the Marines fly to Iraq from a Marines ventured to Rome for a tpur of I S a;t S
pased ally? Inthe 11t hour, as Carter wonders. After four days of recharging their batteries,
he men and women of Carter Hall were ready to head

Mediterranean
Hall made her
Canal, the word ca
transit the canal.

Carter Hall received new tasking and headed
north towards Greece. The Iwo Jima ARG was ordered for some always
to stand by off the coast of Souda Bay, Crete, an island wasa chance to
of Greece, and wait for a possible insertion of the 26" their skills as war
MEU into Northern Irag. Uncertainty turned to wastimeto getsome needed maintenance done. After
frustration as the ARG loitered off the coast, waiting, unloading the Marines in Albania, Carter
as days turned into weeks, for further orders. Then, for Rijeka, Croatia. i i
on April 12", as the tension peaked, the word finally Department comple
arrived - the Marines of the 26" MEU were going to davit, a system vital to several shi

Rijeka was technically a liberty port,

please see ‘World Tour’, page

final preparations to enter the Suez t
me in- the Iwo Jima ARG would not outto sea. )
With liberty behind them, the lwo Jima ARG

and Albania

reunited and headed for the Adriatic Sea !
_welcome training. For the Marines,

hit the beach, taste the dirt and hone
-fighters. For Carter Hall and crew, it

ted crucial repairs 0 the ship’s boat
p’s missions. While

s 123 -122

Irag.
Frustration turned into determination and what
remained of the month became a blur of moving parts,
ading anchor details and tired

rolling machinery, casc
With time, the offload proved

Sailors and Marines.

successful and the Marines found themselves in Irag

defending an airfield and conducting routine patrols.
tory of U.S. and Allied troops,

However, with the swift vic
the Marines were sent back to the Iwo Jima ARG within

two weeks.
Once back in Souda Bay, Crete, the Marines

were able to join their blue-side counterparts for some
well-deserved liberty. While the liberty was short and
limited, all were appreciative of the early-May weather
and a little time off the ship for some rest, relaxation,

shopping, fine local food and sleep.
On May 5", the Iwo Jima ARG got underway

f'rom Souda Bay, Crete. It was time for some real
liverty. The ARG split up, with Iwo Jima, Nashville




j outstanding
i rsmanagedtoen;oysome
r-r?::‘r)s fun in this peautiful central
iterranean City- :
After five days of pie

aintenance, it was time to get U! _
rter Hall headed south to Albania to pick up her

-rines. lwo Jima ARG must hurmys there is @ new
ok at hand- head to the Eastermn Mediterranean
and await further instructions. Talk of the Suez is
lat hand once again. As the realization of what is
likely around the corner planketed the crew, a new
Ltitude emerged. It was time t0 go to work and
leave all this liberty behind. In reality Carter Hall
end the Iwo Jima ARG had been hard at work ever
since leaving for deployment almost three months
;%%;?ﬁ;v;ver{hwhat potentially lay ahead could
vy S ree months seem like a day at the
And then it ha
Hall and the lwo JimapAFlJ:?(ged' B ¢ Carter
entered the Suez Canal
and embarked on a 15 hour, hair-raisi e
through the Egyptian desert o st
the transit through the Su gore significantly,
ez represented a trying

. The days were marked

r side work and
t underway again.

W
)

bouti, Africa for a show of

rmuz. This was an ex

i+ of HO ]
esaérlarl;sn lies only two miles to the s—? in bry,
two miles 10 the seuth. . ang Q\IQ“; : orte
After a meeting with the Com,. My | Caas’t- c
Fleet, IWO Ui ARG headed to i?derm | (;(:\d cart
Ar f,.Emiratesforaqwck port briet 'h'A“’ rh““‘ |
was not allowed to leave the port fa.i, ne the i ogres
W time that it could get off tr W it gy Cry, PIEU W
nyone COUld get COI’TTfO[‘tab‘e7 ]‘lp BZ“KQ‘, Lo )
“nderway and headed for the Q. ter Ha\\i‘h"" | Operat
another shoW of force mission. ol fi%\q!'?a sanctic
‘ Oon July ond only two wee| | med“?‘
the Arabian Gulf, Carter Hall and Iy ter enlg, | wo Ji
couth ihrough the Straights of Hor “ta Steantj Of.\lVe
turn and proceeded south for A 00k 3 . this 1
remamed in Jebel Ali to effect i Nash\i{‘it nead'
engineering plant. SUNETS \h; :
On July 7, Carter Hall and lwo Hall {
off the coast of Djibouti for a Dii 11\‘\m\? iy | a:'eea
Exercise. This exercise was a p J‘Ytic Nilatey, (t:) :
flexibility and sleep deprivation, v ne I crg, sza‘
weeks of all-night amphibious oper: Dn garly gy =
Marines and machinery to and fromr 'nesgsend‘“@‘ i
While the crew and Marines ‘;‘iﬂer Sach,
support of the Djibouti exercise, W:’frd t? busy iy :
3 icked in § e

about t.he _civil unrest, chaos, murder
hnmemtarlan disaster that was deVe\sn.d the |
Liberia. Just as the exercise in Djibouti waspmg'm
to a close, tasking was in the air for lwo J-Comm \
Carter Hall to transit to Liberia. Liberia e
west eoast of Africa and Djibouti is on the e‘s . ‘
of Africa- an almost three thousand mile ?rsatr?:'?St ‘
. The race was on. lwo Jima and Carter;-ia\\
had to geft to Liberia as soon as possible. Stai| V
in the region was in a downward spiral and u? |\hW ‘
g\:nC]i was tne closest U.S. presence e\r:voa-.
techr?ir:;:rzgﬁ'n of true professionalism and
B Iklty, the engineering department |
e eep the ship going at top speed
'”10‘13'3’, for two weeks.
. thf:((a)ruthf] two-week t-ransit up the Suez Cana
Smeights fg. the Mediterranean, out of t
of Gibraltar and south through the Atlant

Oc

Ce“etan to the west coast of Afl lwo Jima a

1st er Hall arrived off the coast \ :
- Almost as soon as Iw ; Car

;:ZH grrived, the situatior
! etter. To ensure dblem
re have received th .



Iy
Q\:Ery, carter Hall close to within visual range and patrol the
an coasf- On August gth. Nashville rejoined lwo Jima
s and carter Hall. e
Jn~'nh soon the decision was made to expedite
5clteq (0gress and on August 1.4‘”, portions of the 26"
3 r§W [’\)/IEU were inserted into Liberia. The majority of
enjoy - next two months were filled with assistance
fgre rations in and around Liberia. Soon, UN
@ d merchant vessels arrived carrying food, |

Il
* Qo sanction® : >
Sy medicine: shelter and supplies. With the help of
RG, order was restored and thousands

L wo Jiméa A

*ing of lives saved. After a successful completion of

Meq {his mission: the Iwo Jima ARG left Liberia and

right headed north for Rota, Spain.

Villg On October 1%, after 100 days at sea, Carter

hejr Hall pulled into Rota. In Spal_n, Sailors and Marines leaving Portugal. The crew was sad to leave such @
off loading vehicles for a thorough tremendous port but excited knowing that the next

North Carolina, U.S.A.

| are busy SN
nd sanitization before they are inspected stop was
ded

Veq | cleaning@ ! !
dral | py agricultural inspection and returned to the Carter
| hile in Spain, Sailors managed to geta west across ihe Atlantic Ocean. Moral was hig

ew | states: w _ _
off the ship and enjoy some local and the crew continued to push hard to accomplis
fore pulling in 10 Little

Hall, its crew Now revitalized, hea

Wo | jittle timeé
ng | shoppind; food and culture. all that was necessary be
1’ ftor completing the wash down, Carter Hall - Creek, Virginia. The end of Commander Harts |\
| tour as the Commanding Officer punctuated the end i |

| got underway for Lisbon, Portugal for a real, no-

in { work, liberty call. This was only the second time of the deployment. During the Change of Commana

| ceremony, on October 20, N whichl ||\
Commander Brian Peterso ‘

e |
in ’
g assumed command, Commande
d f Hart addressed the crew as the
e | Commanding Officer for one las}
‘ time, “ B!
While the end of thg ‘

deployment marks the end of agreal i
and distinguished tour, the crew of iy |
the Carter Hall knows thay [ ‘
Commander Peterson will continue, -
to lead them to greal \
accomplishments as a driving force
in OPERATION ENDURIN
FREEDOM and the global war on

terrorism. ‘
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CONGRATULATIONS| §
CARTER HALLAND MARINES O

AND WELCOME HOME!

ree port call during the 26 MEU,
to, Italy, almostfive

d out to be a premier

hopping, sight seeing

as a bittersweet day

| Carter Hall had seen a work-f
~ deployment; the first was in Taran
months earlier. Lisbon turneé
liberty port, The crew ratedthe s
and nightlife as world class. Itw






