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was out by Rage ?%?araai'ﬁ$$ﬁﬁsa
araz, and anchor chai o enilay, !
-

Yung Tew, BV,

© wizh US3 MERCER {AFE-39) o Suble Bay, P 1.

2629 Angusts im pory Subic Bay, P.Y.
29 Aumuess Underway with US2 MERCER (f Rmé93 for Tolosuka, Janaa,

3189 Beprewbar: With USS MERCER {(APB-39) s U.8. Fleet Aoy
Tokozuks, Japan, for two week RAY,
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1% Seprembar: Departed Yokosuka, Japan, for Pesrl Havbor, Hawaidl.

24 Beprenhers: Chop operationazl contyel to COMFPIRSTFLT.

4 Jetober: tryived Pearld Harbor, Hawall,

& Detobers: 2¢flcaded 213 40MM and small arms swmumition ag Wesi Lock.

7 Gotohers Departed Pearl Havbor, Hawgil, for Long Beash, Taliforaia,

17 Gerobey: A”?i“ﬁé Long Besch, Celifornia. Choy opevarional and.
adwiniztrative eoutroel to WISMF, San Diege. Uowmusncad
Aﬂ&@iivahiﬁﬁo

27 Degober: Received 300-500 persons fronm ﬁSS KLARS‘ vE {CVS@33) 
for berthing. S

28 Gowobav: Daderwent INSURY dnspectdon. Comclusion: m*x:gs W
considered £1it for further service,

5 Jenuary: Secured general mess zervices.

15 Januarys VUECES personumel commenced borthxﬁg on the Loung Banch
Wgval Stetion, Bavracks 39, _
THS KRARSARGE (0VS-23) imantiva ed aﬁd detonn iasicnad,
411 KRARSARGE pergennel berthed on NURCES denaviad,

17 VPebruery: HUBCES entersd drydock for completion of industrial
work package,

Maval Te ornls
HIHCES 3, WIBMP, Ban Dilego.

Lok



The USR8 ”UEC ﬁ {APB-40) was recommissionad on 3‘?&; 15963 Ja he
Sound Maval Shipvard, Bramarton, Washinzton, with Liesuibensnt Comnand
lewis D, TURNER as Commanding O0fficer o L
BUECES' wmissi a& is to operate ag an integral or 18 nead ba, as an ine
dependent suppori element fo Riveriane Operations in the Mﬁkﬁﬁg Deita region
of the Republic of Vlatndm. RURCES ds éaaignrﬁ to provide beribiang, megs-
ing, recreatlonal, snd extensive medical fzeilivies for shipa company and

for embarked Army and Navy pevsonnel,

Following extensive personnel training and mater
in 1968 NUECES, asccompanied by USS MERCER {APB-392} 4
1fornils, for Vietnan. On Angnet Z, 19468, HUECES mada
into the Mekong Delta and joined Gvo\p A1fa of the Mob
the Bassae River near Can Tho., There she veceived her ﬂm%a e
treope and began gperation with the Mobile Rivevine Fores,

From 2 Augusi 1968 umtil 16 Octobey, NURCES operated Croup Alfs in tha
Ben Tre, My Tho, Dong Tam area. From I6 Ociober uaidl 23 Febyuary. 1989,
NUECES operatad in the Can Tho, Bish Thuy, Long Xuyen rvegion with Mobila -
Riverine Group Bravo in support of RVE Mavinez. On 235 PFebruary HUECDES ra-
sumed operations In Dong Tam with Group Alfa and remsined in the Dong Tam,
My Tho, Sen Tre arsa uwntil her depaviure frvom the MRF in Akus 1949,

On vepeated occasions from March through August 1969 units of the Mobilie
Riverins Force repovted incoming rounds of hostile five from suspecisd epemy
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positinnsg om the south bank of the Mekong River. On such occasions HUHCES
ragponded as directed by CTF 117 with return five frow ong oy both of h

AMM mounts. In addirion BUECES provided nightly Harrassma

- and Inter
fire against the free fire zoue on rhe sgouth bank as direc: 1

i £
ced by CTF 117

On 10 June LCDR ¥W. €. STEGALL, USH relisved LODR Lewis D, TURNER ag NUECES'
Commanding Officer. During the summey months of 196% WUECES =
turnovey of pevscpnel. Persons completing in-countyy fours weni on Lo
duty stations while new faces appeared o carry out UUECES’ miscion.
July NUECES received news that she was o be redeploved fyew the Republ
Vietnam 25 part of President Nizon’s propossd trosp rveduotion $£&eia$au
August, 1969,

MUECES participated in a special pass-in-voview cevemony
Dong Tam. HUECES and other elements of the VMRP salled past
USS BENYWAH {APE-33) in recognitlon of the presidential um
by partisipants in MEF cperanions againsi the 1968 enemy
The cevemony wag observed from the BENEWAY by Admirval Elmo
Naval Forces Vietnam, By Captain Carvel BLAIR, OTF 137, aund s
all thres wmalor dwmerican television metworks.

Oa August 5, while anchoved near Dong Tsm, a Buddhia
was held on HUBCES’ fiight deck for SA Npuven VAN LAY who
trzining exevcises with River Asszault Sgue
by members of 84 VAW TAN's femily, RAS 13 axd affiliated
as well as by veprvesentatives of ship's comosauy.
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1D AugusL“ aftey
&ﬁi&d v the lzzg of har three ammi pontoons as well as to the last of
hey mm%a:kgL proops and hoisted hev snehor Forx tha final time as parh
£ *%@ %@a>#@ Riwarine Foves. That alght, while sochored npear My Tho, o

i TReY MRsures. an euewny swimmer spparently o

@ﬁﬁa: rated EQTMLﬁ defensas and fizsd wha? was later estiwated £o be an-
erplosive charge of frow 230 wo 400 poumds to the ship’s sovt anchor chain,
Fortunately the command deroasating wive wes presumably cut by BID boats
sweeping the ares for mines, snd the apchov chein collayr and the atienyt
Was mﬁauea@asf :i, ROD was dispatched from Dong Tam, and the chavge wag
cut loose, but sank immedistely fo the viver bottow hefore recovarry could
he wade. NURLEE continued hex journcy to Nha Be where she suppovited PER
amewa from Division 333 for 2 week @aiﬁf to departure for Vamg Tau.

m 22 Angust, NURCES, sccowmpsnled by USS MERCER (APB-19) depavtad
The i“phbll@ of Vietnmam, ner suppovt misslon succesafully compleged.
Frow 25 o 22 Aungust she was In-pori Subic Bavy, P.1. for more urgent
rapalvs pecassazry for 2 tyans Faelfis cressing. Oa 29 Augusi, NUBLES
departed Subic Bey fsr ? waek RAY repslr period in Yokosuke, Japawn, and
for further preparvsiien for s sefle transiv dbesek to {ONUS. _

From 5 Septawber wntil 19 September, NUECES wes in Yokosuka whers -
the shivverd forcz asnd ship's company procesdad to ouefls NURLES for her
trang-Pacifie tyrip. Aftor topping off wivh fuel, WUECES deparied Vokosuks
o 13 Zeptewber, underway for Pearl Barbow, Hawali.

HUEDES srrived in Poarl Havhor.on 4 Cotober 1969 and offlcaded
all 40¥H and emall arme &mﬁdﬂii‘ﬂﬁ two days later at the West Lock Faedlizy,
Ehﬁ ﬂ@yart@d Hawaii on 7 October snd affer santher extrewaly smooth transit
srrived in Long Beach, ﬁaliiarnia and berthad i che Waval Shipyazd
&mﬁ commenced inaciivaticn under the cognizsnee of Naval Tnactive Ship
Haintenence Facility, Ssu Disago.

On 28 Octobey HUECES wnderweant ar inspecticn by the INSURY kaard.
frow Ban Diegs,. Despite s sodersis sumber of discrersncles WUEICES wag
deaned fit for furthor sevvice and her impsading inactivation was to
be directed zceordingiy.

Dperstional svsiews ware broken down, stores ware offloaded, @xtarinz
surfases wars srepared snd the mavinme graen paing, ones chavaeterisids of thE
zhe Moblle Rivevine Forece, was coversd wilieh haze gray.

Om 22 Qctoheyr HURLES commenced berthing and messing some 300-8500
pfficers and wen from USS XEARSARCE {(CVS~33). On 5 January 1970, NURCES?
galliey closad down aod KEARSARGE and ship'’s company persounnel uplilged
the messing facilivies of the Naval Statdom gallsy. BUECES pevsounel began
berthing 1o Barracks 39 on the Waval Stafion on 16 Jenuary in ovder
o facilizate inactivation of berthing compartments. All compariments
ware finaliy made svailsble for imactivaiion on 13 Februsyy whan 753
KEARSARGE {CV3-33) was inacitivated and all her parsonuel depsrted,

17 Februaary 1970, NUECHES entersd flsacing drydock AFDL-438 for
completion of her industrial work packsge. On 4 Mareh 1570, NURCES
deparied the dyyvdock and preparations were made For har ro he fowed
to Ssn Disgo. ALl spaces and systems wers acegpted by Inmactive Ships-
Haiptengnee Pacdility Sas Diego aud om 13 Maveh 1970 WUECES wes inactivated
and decemmissioned and placed in custody of NISMF, San Diszo.

e}

5

v





