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WITH A FRENCII ACCENT—LSIV 125 be-
comes part of the French Navy under the
Mutual Defense Assxstance Program

P

French To Talk:e Over

LSM 125 Wednesday

ISM 125 wﬂl wear a new name.and carry a new flag Wednes-
day, January 20 when the French government accepts her here
as part of the Mutual Defense Assistance Program. Ceremomes
are planned for 2 p. m. at berth eight.

Wednesday afternoon at 2 p. m. at berth
eight. Details in the story below. (19792)

|

Capt. Duncan MacMilian, com->
manding, Pacific Reserve Fleet, ]
will accept the ship from Skip-
per H.L. Decker, and will de-
commission the LSM which the
shipyard has prepared for re-
lease. to the French. Following
deeomlmssmnmg Rear' Adm. }
John H. Carson, area command- !

r, will iransfer her fo French |
Consul General Louis de Guir-|
ingaud of .San Francisco. The
consul turns to the ship over
to Lieut. Comdr. Paul Content,
French naval attache from
Washington and he hands her;
10 Lieut. Jean Balenci, the com-

+ manding officer. Fow

In subbequent ceremony," in-
cluding blessing of the vessel
by, The Reverend A. Lebihan,
the new skipper will take over.

Expected to be present for
the afternoon are five officers
and 40 enlisted men who will
make up the crew, representa-
tives of the French émbassy in
Washington and Louis De
Gouirginaud,. consul general
from San Francisco.

The Stars Spangled Banner,
the Marseilles and other ap-
propriate tunes will be played
by the 12th WNaval District
bandsmen.

One of five such American
ships to be turned. over to’
France, L.SM 125 displaces 885
tons, is 203 feet long and has a
34 foot beam. The ship is capa-
ble of carrying a dozen tanks
and military vehicles or similar
ocareco.




