


: Gamméer in Ghiei‘ s En..ted States Fleet.
‘ez frrﬂmﬁar Haval Forees, Eorthwesb African k‘aters.

Eubjects Toss of IGI(L) Fusber 1.
S Forwerded.
Py The wounded men listed in paragrapb i the basic Ietia

will be awarded Purple Hearbs as soon gs 2 supoly :eao::es this Gommend,

3. The recommendstion made in paragraph soven of the basie
Ietter is concurred with.

ke The I81(1) #1 hes been recommended by me for a Fresidenbtial
dorit Citation, The zabion of ler p persamnel, at the end, was in keeping
with tiis citat:‘xsn,'and no blaze is atiached To any person in the Havsl
Service o ’f‘er 1o :

e o further Inguirv into her loss Is belng made by this
Comgsng,
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)
em&zbm-ﬁhmf, United States Flsef{s

Tia: : Gmrkr Landing Craft and Easas, Kerﬁmeat African %:aters.
~+  Commander imphibious Foree, Northwest African Viaters.
Jomznder }v.aval Foress, liorthwest African Haters.

Subject: Loss of LGI(L) Ro. 1.

1. 'Ferﬁar&ed, coneurring in the recomsendations made in paragraphs
7 and 8 of the basic letter. &4 lebter of appreciation for assistance rendered
by ships of ‘?lotﬁla One has a.lready been addressed to the f roup Commander,

2. The loss of I.L‘I{L) One was parbicularly distressing to a1l of
Flotilla Two as this gallant ship had performed outstandinz duby in the SX CIIIAR
invasion and had been recommended for 2 Presidentizl Unit Citation. The Captain
Ixecutive Offieer and several of the enlisted personnel have alse been recommend
for suitable individual awards.

3e By ssymte despatch to his inwediste superior in Corwmnd, the |
Flotilla Commander has recomended that the officers and men of LCI(L) number one |
be transferred Lo the United SSuies as a unit bo take over a new 10T (1) to be
designated as 10I(L) Musber One in order that this fine ships company msy
conbinue a5 a xm:.i'. in the war,

e It is the opinion of the Flotills Commander that the loss of I.CI{
munber one tas inscidert to eneny action,’ thel the siip was well mm},ed, that =
all hands performmed their duty in & zonner to be expected of a unit citation
ships company 2nd that no vlame is stbached to any person in the navel service v
for the loss, It is recommended that no further zction in this respect be tzken.

 Copy to:
C.0. Bx, T0I(1) Yo, 1.
CosiIGI(L) Group k.
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Augast« 19, 1%3.

From: Commander Group Four, ICI(L) Flotilla Two.
To ()méer—m-{;hief, U, 5. Fleet.
Via : ceum: ICI(L) Flotilla Two.
Craft and Bases, Northwest African Waters.
emﬂsr m:.bions Force, Northwest African Vaters.
W Naval Forces, Northwest African ﬁaters.
Subject: Inss a:t‘ I81{1) Ho, 1.
T = Fbmd.,
=B Recomuendations contained in paragraphs seven and eight
_ concurred in.
o / In add'itim this command desires to particularly commend

the Baptunefthe ICI{L) One for saving the life of Bos'n doseph L. PALMER
by getting him aboard the S5.5. PAINE WINGATE when PAIMER was unable to
save himself, Also it should be recorded that the Captain in accordance
with Navy custom and tradition was the last person to leave his ship.

i ~ This command desires to point out that the loss of the ship
was due to enemy action and that no blame can be attached to any officer
or member of the crew of ICI(L) On=. This statement is made afier care~-

- ful investigation inbo the circumstances surrounding the case.

STl ik,

E. W, WILSON

AFANSSYI0aa




The Secretary of the Navy.

an as

To

Subject: Ioss of U.S.5. ILI(L) 1.

Reference: (a) Navy Regs., Art. 841(3).

Enclosure: (&) Copy of U.5.8. ICI(L) 1 Secret Ltr., dated

Aug. 19, 1943 to COMINCH.

i On August 17, 1943, U.5.S. ICI(L) 1 was hit by a

 bomb during an enemy air attack in Lac de BIZERTE, TUNISIA, and as 2
result thereof sank at approximately 220¢B on that day.

2. Enclosure {(4) is submitted as the report reguired by
Referenca (a).

Copy to:

ComLanCrabNaw
Com ICI(L) Flot.2

JHopINY.
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Commanding Officer, U.S.S. LCI(L) Fo. 1.
Commander-in=Chief, U. S. Fleet.

Comnander Group Four, LCI(L) Flotilla Two.

Via 3 omina,
Commander 1LCI(L) Flotilla Two.
Commander Landing Craft and Bases, Northwest African Vaters.
Commander Amphibious Foroe, Northwest African taters,
Commander Naval Forces, Northwest African laters.
Subject: fose of 1OI(L) Mo, 1.
s This ship was surnk on August 17, 1943 ab approximately 220¢B.
2 The position of the ship after sinking was 37° 13! 20" North and
g0 51t 120 East. :
3 The sea was calm and visibility was good. .
4  Ship was on a course approximately 095° true. The speed varied

from 2/3 to full.

5a Ye were underway through the chammel enroute to Lac de Bizerte
proceeding at two-thirds speed; and enemy planes were overhead, I did not deem .
it advisable to proceed at greater speed because wake would reveal position of :
channel to enemy planes, The enemy then dropped flares illuminating lgke and
channel., Vhen we were approximately 300 yards from S.S. PAINE WINGATE, the enewy
dropped flares over S.S. PAINE WINGATE and we went ahead at full speed in an
atbempt to get out of that area as quickly as possible. Ve had Just attained
£ull speed when an enemy plane dropped an incendiary bomb Just aft the econning
tower, The bomb set fire to fuel oil in service tanks immediately, and flames
engulfed the ship amidships. Control and communication was disrupted immediately
when bomb hit. The switchboard in the engine room was blown aft and up against
the controls in engine room; ladder leading topside was disengaged on top. Eo~
cine room force succeeded in getting topside by climbing up hand rails. The com-
mand to abandon ship was given but due to the fact that commumnications were dis-
rupted, it was impossible for anyone with the exception of the number one gun
crew Lo hear the conmand. In the meantime ship was drifting and collided with-
gfthe 5.5. PATHE WINGATS, our bow hitting them forward on port side. I managed to
 get a line over to the WINGATE and with the help of their shipts force succeeded
Sl i, petting Bos'n Joseph L. PAIMER, Execubive Officer who was wounded, aboard ithe
WINGATE and then I went aboard. A4ll1 men succeeded in getting off the ship and
; ' none were killed. Fourteen men and one officer were picked up by the LCI(L) 2363
ey four men picked up by 1CI(L) 32k; four picked up by U.S.S. DELTA and two by S.S.
&PAD@ oTNGATS. The LCI(L) 236 and ICI(L) 324 proceeded as close to flaming hulk
WM. ¢ ship as was necessary to pick up the men in the waber. They performed this
5 duty with great danger to themselves and sre hereby commended for their courageous
wl action. The S.5. PADNE WINGATE extended Bos'n PAIIER and myself every courtesy.
In this action we did not fire on the enemy planes. 411 the planes that we could

Fp' see were out of range of our guns.
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wame,&lmmier, Mc, 551 Sl; 58, &Ia. Right leg
burns about hands and arms.

m, ‘Edward Charles, @3¢, 66k 33 58, USR, Right eye badly
injured, severe saﬁrapnel wound in neck and schrapnel wounds gbout
chest and body.

(d) ALIEN, Oscar Owen, @3c, 622 41 59, USlR. One leg bruised and
wrenched,

(e} GBEER, Richard Lee, SM3c, 670 68 T4, USHR. Schrapnel wounds

and burns about the chest, hands and face.

(f} AIEXANDER, Mervin i.amar, S2c, 650 65 03, USHR. Schrapnel vounds
or broken ankle.

{g) mﬁm, James Henry, Slc, 636 72 36, USIR, Schrapnel wound in

head.

{(h) AURAND, Ralph Zdwin, S2¢, 300 77 46, USNR. Schrapnel wounds

in head and thigh. ¥eck strained.

(i) PITTS, Carl Benjamin, RMlc 660 16 27, USKR. Fractured knee and

multiple schrapnel wounds.

{3) DELPERDANG, Arnold Hubert, Moldfle, 620 55 56, USHR. lultiple

schrapnel wounds; one leg strained or bruised.

(k) m, Bernard Wilson, MollRe, 654 43 77, USIR. Burns on arms

and back.

(1) BOUTILIER, Curtis Suther, Moldc, 368 73 62, I.HSI., Burns on arms,

hands and other places about the body.

T This is the second ‘time that Bos'n Jospeh L. PAILMER has been wounded
in action by the enemy. It is reemmnded that he be awarded the order of the
Purple Heart with a Clasp.

8, Itmfm*bhzrmwdedthattheenhstedmmaweremwm
listed in this report be swarded the order of I"The Purple Heart.®
e In colliding with the S.S. PAI!%E WINGATE no dama.gs was done to the

merchant ship. %e were going amnmmtely 2 to 3 knots when collision occured.
It was not of sufficient foree to warrant the making out of a collision report.

Coak F ttaton
CARL F. BOBISON,
Lieutenant, USKR.

4GV Anogny.
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