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 gmonpr - 002190 17 0CT 1943
) From: The Commander South Pacific.

To 3 The Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet.

Subject: Action Reports - forwarding of,

Enclosure: (A) CO LCI(L) 65 Secret Ltr, Report of 1l September,

1943, and endorsements thereto.

(B) CO LST 399 Secret Ltr. Report of 26 August, 1943,
and endorsements thereto.

(C) CO LCI(L) 330 Conf. Action Report of 4 July, 1943,
dated 5 September, 1943, end endorsements thereto.

(D) CO LST 485 Conf. Action Report of 1 October, 1943,
forwarded direct.

1, Enclosures (A) to (D) inclusive are forwarded herewith.

2. Classification of enclosures (C) and (D) has been changed
to Secret.

3. By copy of this endorsement the Commanding Officer of IST
485 is directed to submit future action reports through the proper
chain of command.
A1/

ROBT. B. CARNEY,

Copy to: Chief of Staff.
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U.8.5, ICI (L) 65
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Californai

11 Sept. 1943
From: The Commanding gfficer, U.8.8. 1CTI (1) 65
To: The Cormander in Chief, U.S. Fleet
Via The Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet

The Commander, South Pacific Force

The Commander, Lending Craft Flotillas, South Pacific
The Commander, ICI (L) Flotilla Five

The Commender, ICI (L) Group Fourteen, Flotilla Five

Enclosures: (a) Anti-Adroraft action by surface ships, report of
(b) Sketch of location of action

Subjects Anti-Aireraft action, report of

1. At 1410 July 4, 1943 this vessel in compeny with LCI (L)'s

327} 329 332, 328, 330,7336, 63, 23, and 2, (Task Unit 31.9.1) was attacke
ed by enemy bombers while unloading troops and equipment at Rendova Harbor.

2. These vessels under Commander LCI (L) Group Fourteen were
disposed as indiceted in reference (b) which shows path of eneny bomber
formation and aresz that bombs fell in.

3. At 1405 lookout reported sighting planes bearing northwest
engaging enemy plenes. GQ was sounded and all troops ordered ashore. At

. 1407 a formetion of 16 Mitsubishi 97's were obgerved passing over just

north of the harbor. At 1,08 enemy formation turned to make a run scross
the harbor from east to west. All ships started firing at 1409 and at 1410
bombs exploded in the area, Six (6) of the enemy planes were destroyed by
anti-aircreft fire before the formation passed out of renge. Firing ceased
at 1430,

o Three (3) ICI (L)'s, namely, 23, 2§ and 65 were hit and dame-
aged by near bomb misses. A bomb fell between 65 and 24. Another landed
off the starboard quarter. :

5. A hole seven (7) feet long and five (5) feet high was blown
in the starboard side of the number three troop space extendihg two (2)
feet below the water line. This resulted in the flooding of troops space
by one and one half (1}) feet of water. There were no fires and or damage
te machinery, The damaged side was shored up by the 2,th Construction
BHXEIIE Battalion for a return to Guedalcanal,
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U.S.S. ICI (L) 65

6, The number four gumner, CHRISTIAN, Hurley E., Flc 552 85 05
USNR was struck in the forehead and kelled instantly by a flying bomb part=-
icle. No other members of the crew were injured. CHRISTIAN was buried
in a plot one guarter {}) mile ®ast of the landing beach, Rendova Harbor
with other American soldiers and sailors.

Te As enemy bomber formation approached heading in a westerly
direction, number one (1) gunner picked up the range of a plane in the for=
mations left wing, This guns tracers were observed plercing the underside
of the bomber and she surst into flames instantly. Before the formation
was overhead this plane had fallen out and another had moved in to take its
place. Explosions of bombs occurring just after this made it impossible to
observe where the plane fell. Statements certifying to the claims of the
gunner and trunnion man of number one (1) gun were sworn to by Major Wilbur
E. Brodt, Commanding the 169th Field Artillery who was on board observing
the action mmbovdoressedcie. Lt. C.R. Tompkins, USNR, Commanding Officer
and Ens, Charles J, Macaluso, USNR, Executive Officer both of whom were on
the bridge during the action and witnessed the destruction. Major Brodt,
who was standing on the main deck forward lefta written statement cettifying
that gunner W.L. McDaniel, Cox, 311 24 05 USN and trunnion man Joseph M.
Klawon, Sle, 608 40 43, USMR had shot down a Jap bomber,

b B,

C.R. Tompkins{ Lt., USNR
Bormanding “fficer
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COUFTDENTIAL Copy

ANTI-ATRCRAFT ACTION BY SURFAGE'SHIPS (V)

Location of ship East Beach, U.S.8.___ICI (L) 65
' \TT ratvmre T e T ke 4 July 1043

Gl TLeJUeTse

Rendova H&I‘Sor' !
—

T T o i

Wil T Qb ( p

(a) Repel Attack Firbt-Then collcct data’ for this ¥eport! T
(b) Do’ not g’ deck® this report-~ifl date’ canrot be) estimated wifh reason-
able accuracy_enter dash in. space.for which no date is sbailable.

(c) These -sheets’ ‘dre 'to ‘be Pilled out immeédiately after actiom is” comp].e'bed
with data available from ship's. loz, memory and consultatlion with ship's off-
icers. ‘Information- 48 egsential in order that the effectiveneas of our equip=
mént obn be determined.  Where data 'islof -doubtful accuracy-Filk-in with gen-
eral terms, The obtaining of this information must not be allowed in any way
to adversely affect’the handling of 'equipment during abtionice T

ST HIf2 on ouyh 2 worrh T et 7 N S pp TS e e

L. Surprise atfack (ye/:-r'no) '“NLo
[CI. ¢ [ 3 - b e T e~
2, Method p:.cking pla.n.e_ upw(Ra.dar* binocula.rs ‘naded eye)

J

Neked eye C 1t vy Radar s‘bae'tyf)e ofiget) ¢

" (a I.‘o'okouﬁr' (8 or special équipment detector operator (s):
P’

2T VW sprouse, Clarenoe i, ¢ OBMge tocy T TBITOLT T
. Hodge, Richard E. _ _Si2e 555 51 99
s R R e A T o (Rate) (Service To.)

" ‘made ‘init1a) contact by ' _ i
(sound), (radar), (SHSD),

vabroxinsce be BT TR P

Siwht
D), (SAgRT) e T e Tpeng

By Ra.rge plaré vds ‘pieked W'(50 miles, 30 miles; 10 miles, Tess 5 miles)
Less 5 miles

o 13t fe T fo b

4‘ Number of planes 16 bomberf-_\,l IUneTous but uncertain nunber of fighters

5. Type of plane (Fighter, scout dive—bomber) Mi'bsub::.shi 97
! Type of attdck ~JLével' Bombing 4N Fofmation

%. Speed ‘and altitnde (H:I.gfx ‘ahd fast, intermediste end fast, high end slow,
intemediate end slmv, low and_slow) Intermediate and Sloﬁ

©4r

e a— orEnelosure (4)
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7. Guns firing AA Size 20 MM Number
Officers on
Method of control Brldge Method spottlng Ships
TR LGUTELS JC T [IpSLIEqIoLe Off:lcers g

8. Armmtion expended ( 1990 rounds-{’ [ pELICOTE g6 miG Teagd | on®

9., Percen’c service allowance expended 8-&2

10, A,pprox:l.ma'te t:Lme trackirg ‘ho f:.rst shot 40 Seconds

1l. Approximate time of i‘irst hit -3- mJ.nutee

. ‘Approdihete Ve FEE ‘Hhob td TEEE shot's 15 h:mutes co? -

13. Approximate ..,posi»t:iod..engle: open fire _ Ahead

1l,. Approximate position cease fire . Astern

15. Approximate Béaring firet shot 095 T ———
16. Approximgte Dbearing last. shot. 275 True .
17. Approximate rénge first shot 9,000 feet ST An

18, Approximite (Fengé last shot 713,000 feet:
19. Afprox;lzn;;t'gne.]:tzltude of ‘bomb relecse
Ty?e Bomb Persormel 100 pou.nds

O]

000  release

20. . Approxmate range toroedo release --------- - 'Size of Top-
= pedo FRdCELLASE QL o) s i ey

21 Hits on ehip 1 _ Wes ship strafed _No _ Size gun’ et
,22 Tuiber near Domb misses Casualties frem neart misses 1
l s @ TULOTNELION el 1oy Treseq T ewd meh
23 Planes shot down-sure ———— Poseible —m———— Da.mage“ ------------ o
rER gyem Bywhat sizeglm ZOMM £ € 6LIeCp oo ",x;.-.-,:. 15b-
/(':" oy o BT 8 0T~
2. ‘Detailsof darige “to target by gunf:Lre if sbailsble Plane B coubTe sou
spre oo LUESt dnto flames underneath.
5} Ta res °F Lo & SAET
25, "Pérformance 6 ammmition (Rcoeuent, goody ba.d, peor) Good 60T

‘% ‘Patterd Sizes’ “(Lérge, small ‘éexcéssive) - - I ShaXl

SKETCH'
——— ~-{7--‘-(ag ~Indicate direction of attack relative ship's head,
‘ "~ (b)) “Show reletive position of sun — B

T (e}e:r.ndicare oxm.maneuvers.:_
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