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USS LCI(LY=216
SERIAL L-121 29 OCTOBER 1943
MINING OF LCI(L)-237

REPORT OF MINING OF LCI(L)=237 WHILE
IN_CONVOY ENROUTE TARANTO, ITALY TO
CATANIA, SICILY.
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TED - CPNAY INST 5500.30
, Blelie . DATE_ 3-3-bc
Commanding Officer. i ;
Commander in Chisfl, Tnited States Atlantic Fleet.

14 1462

Commander Group Five, LCI (L) Flotillas Two,

Commander LCI (L) Flotilla Two,

Commander Lsnding Craft and Bases, 8th Amphibious Flset.
Commander United Statss Haval Foreces, Lorthwest

African Waters.

.

Subject: UsS.8. LCI (L) 237 ~ mining of.

Bnclosure: (&) Statement of Bxecutive Officer of U.S.18.

: LGI (L) 216, Lieut. {(jg) Ralph W. Wrizht,
D-¥(8), USHR.

) Report of U.S.8. SC 1044,

) Report of Captain James Borthwick, Black Wabch,
PR2 o/c Troops abosrd U.S.S5. LOT (L) 237.

(B

€2
. LCI (L)'s 216,15,192, and 237 were enroute 27 Cctober

1943 Taranto, Italy to Catania, Sicily, carrying British troops

as passengers, information as follows - SC 1044, Lel(n) 15, 216,

182, 237. LCI 237 struck drifting mine about 19304 27 Octobsr

in position 38 degress 54' north - 17 degrses 19 minutes east.

This position according to QBB 248 was defindtely in swept

channel and clear of nearesst known mine fislds by 11 miles.

Position was definitely established by 5C 1044 who took radar

bsarings. Depth of water at this point according to chart was

about 628 fathoms. Entire Bow and ¥o,., 1 troop spacs demolished;

1- LCI 237 man missing, 21 British troops dead or wmissing., LOT

{L) 237 towed to Cabania by LCI (L)'s 15 and 192; LCTI (L)'s

216 and 5C1044 evacuating surviving and wounded British troops.

P About 19304 27 Qetobser, lofd sxplosion ard satern
of this vessel by officer of the deck, Lt. (jg) R.W.Wright, USHR.
It was immediately reported to me by him and T at oncs came b5

the bridge. 1940A saw visual 5.0.3. from US8 LI (L) 237. Ordered
speed reduced and the SC 1044 to return to aid LCI 237. LOI 192
also turned about to aid. About 19434 saw another blinker messagze
from LCI 237 of wnlch one word "sinking™ was imderstood, Immsdistely
ordered LCI 15 to return to scene aand this vessel also returnsd

at flank speed.

S Arriving at scene, stood in close to LOI 237 with LOTts
15 and 192 standing by also. It-'was then determined that LGI 237
had apparently struck a floating mine. Ordsred all hands topsids
with linss snd life rinzs, as it W3s believed that men were in
water. USdd searchlight but nons were seen. I told LCT 237 that I
was coming Zlongside bubt he warnsd me off saying that he thought
thers was a cable with other mines beneath his ship. At 2030 re=
celved message from LCI 237 to come alongside his starboard quarter,
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o survivors.

Q. It is also to be notsd that the cormanding
officer of the U.S.8. LCI (L) 15 performed a remarkable feat
~in taking in tow the LCI 237 by the stern during poor visibility
and ground swells. Also on the morming of 28 October of
initiating the idea of towing the LCTI 237 bstween the LOT's
15 and 192. In the opinion of the commanding officer of this
essel, the commanding officers of the two LOI(L)'s performed

:;a‘har& iob extreEmely well.

: 10. The commanding Officer of the U.S.8. 8C 1044
deserves coumendation for his actions in taking off ths
seriously wounded men; rendering all possible medical aidp
and in later transferring aaid wounded to the hospital ship
UJULIAN" at sea in poor visibility and heavy swell. .

Ay The commanding officer of this vessel wishes
to call attention to the keen judgment shown by his executive
office®, Lt.{jg) Ralph W. Wright, USNR., who boarded damaged
vessel at his request to aid in determining damage and casualtiss,

12, At 06154 28 October, this vessel procecded at
advanced speed to Catania because of the necessity of getting
survivors to & hospital as soon as possible, leaving SC 1044
in charge of convoy and the LCI 237 being towed very well by
LCI's 15 and 192.

15, Arrived Catania 16004 28 Qctober and reported
facts to N.0.I.C., Catania, sending advance dispatch to
Commander in Chief, Mediterranean Fleget, Commander Landing Crgft
and 3Bases, Information Commander LOI{L) Flotilla Ons and
Commander LCI(L) Flotizls Two, : -y

J.D
T
S.0.F.A. CONVOY VRSSEL
Coples to:COKLANCRABNAW
SOHGRSLCIFLOTR
SOKLCI(L)FLOT2
COMLCI(L)FLOTL
CO USSLCI(L)237
€O USSLCI(L)15
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COMNAVIAW

>
=3
=
2
3,
§

3

AAISSYIDAA

HAo-57-]] %1eq VIyN




a

_two bursts of antiaireraft fire from thess vessels, and after careful

in approximate positfion of 38 54' N, 17 19' E, while officsr

_taken zboard this vessel.

(#4T were

On October 27, 1943, at about 1930, on course 221 g

f the deck, I heard a loud explosion on our port quarter.

Visibility was poor. I observed nc flash. I immediately had the
helsman log this sxplosion, sent my lookout to report same to

the Captain, and ordersd the siznslman to look back and dstermine
whether or not the bwo ships astern were afloast., Hs raported all well.
I checked his observations, &nd could ses bHoth vessals. Zarlisr on By
watch, at about 1510, I had seen 4 large warshlps, which T belisved to
be three Italian Cruisers, and on Italisn Sattleship. 1 obsarved

Inspection, logged same as "expsnditure of ammunition in drill
exercises." Sesinz our convoy apparently in tack, and knowing
that these larger vedssls wers previously firing, I reasoned
that this loud szplosion was heavy fire from one of thess war-
ships. After informing the captain, my lockout retwrmed to

the bridge. Ths captain was closs behind him. The captain had
no sooner taksn ovser the bridge than we received unreadable
blinker from LCT 237. It was then and is now suggested that
their signalman was unduly excited. Conwoy speed, at that

time 12 knots, was reduwed to "All engines, shead 1/3." With-
in seconds, a clearly distinguishadle 5.0.S. nessage was received
from LCI 237,

The Captain, as senior officer afloat, immedistely
halted ths convoy, ordering Sub Chassr 1044 and LCT 192 to
return and assist the damaged vessel. LOT 15 was then Immediately
ordered to return and stand by. By this time, sur own vesssl
was proceeding, at flank speed, to the scene of the sHMeBgency.
We stood off insisting that LCI 237 permit us to come along-
side and transfer personnel. Sub Chsser 1044 moored to the
port quarter of LCT 237 to svacuats the seriously wounded.
About 17 British 3cldiers - 10 ssriously wo'mded -wers put
aboard the Sub Chassr. Qur vessel moorsd on the starboard
quarter of LCI 237. 2 British 0fficers and 89 British Troops -
8 crew members of LCT 237 - and two LT 318 nen, who wWere
being transperted to Bizertes by LCI 237 - all survivors - were

Upon orders Irom my Comaanding Officer, T went aboard
the LCI 237 to inspect the dsnmage, determine the number of
causualties, and gazther general information. As T boarded the
LI 237, Bub Chaser 1044 cast off, later turning over her
causualtiss to a hospitsl ship which, fortunately, was passing
thie area. The LCI 237 was severely damaged. Jer bow was
completely blown off., Her number one (#1) troop compartuent
was almost completely blown off, but enoush desck sres remainad
to allow me to observe numerous bodiss streswn thers on,
Humber two (#2) troop compartment was taking on water, but
I was informed that the ships' "handibilly" cduld adeguately
take care of 1t. Troop compartments number three (#3)
waterthght. at the 2 ec

was decided that the
could bs taken in tow. I returned to my vessel to~
Tindings to my commanding officer.
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Lt. (Jg), USER.
Executive Officep
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From: The Commsnding Officer.

To 3 CombLanCrabNaw,
Via : Commander Escort Swseper Jroup.
Subject: Hining of LCI-237 on 27 October 1943,
. On 27 Cctober 1943, this vessel sailed as escort

for LCI-15, LCI-192, I0I-216, and LOI-237, Convoy left boom
gate at Taranto at 1100 and procecdsd on route D, a3 per
orders, at speed 11-12 knots. Processded out swept channel in
colwm as follows: SC-1044; ILCI's 216, 192, 237. At 1630
chenged courss to 1747, At L39 28' N. Lo 17 23' B. Radar
bearing showed distance from pt. Alice 10.5 milss distant
bearing 2487T. :

2. AT 1850 changed course to 2217, 217 PSC, at
L3S Lo 17 26' E. At 1932 I was in the conn and was taking

a Radar bearing and heard & loud noise. Other members of
crow heard same and one of the lookouts on bridge saw asbern
& cloud of black smoke near stern most L.C.T.'s. Position at
that time L3868 54'¥, Lo 17 24' =B,

3. Received blinker messags from LOI-237 she was
sinking, turned back and stood in close sboard LOI-237 whose
bow had blown off. She was well afloat. Westher was threzben-
ing, swells moderate, other LCI's standin by.

4, . 2018 came alongside LCI 237 and took on
casualties (2), alsc a Dr. W. MOORE, Z.A.H.C. who was on

. Bhe LCI-216 and the pharmscist mate 1/c, John McVAWIZR, who

is fo be commendsd for his tresatment of casualties,

5. After ascertalining LEI-237 would stay afloat,
convoy got underweigh with LCT in tow by LCI-15. We were
fortunate enough to see in distance, broad on sort bow,
apparently a Hospital Ship. Were able to contact her and
steood out 135 T and transferred casualtiss to Pritish
Hospital Ship "JULTIARD.

GiR. R.A, died on

54 One man, WALSH, W, 15330668
other casuslties,

board this vessel. Was taken off, with
by the "JULIANT,
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smit, evi nt]
t W 18 11d get no replies. Cutting tools were
needed to get into forward hold of the 237 and wanted if
possible to ascertain if anyone was living.

8. Requested Hospital Ship to deliver story as
guickly as possible to HOIC Taranto (Next day, the 28th,

at 1650, Italian plane with men and tools landsd in Straits
of iiessina but towing was so successful decided to continue

to Catania).

2. LCI was towed stern to bub at daylight the
LCI's 15 and 192 lashed the 237 betwsen them and convoy
continued to Catania, arriving at 2143. Also at daylisht
LCI 216 proceeded on ghead with minor casualties and to
report that we wsre procssding to vort and to bhs in
readinssse. : : :

10. It is believed all positive action was taken
and this commsnd wishes bto commend the .0!'s of the IL0Ifs
15 and 192 for their excellsnt work in towing the 237.
Convoy made about 7-8 knots from daylight on.

PLINY JEWELL, JR.

I?.D-¥(G), USHR,

Commanding USS 3C-1044
Copy to: Comiils,Palermo.
C0,LCIZ16§S0PA of LCIs)
CO's. LOI-237,15,192
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1) On Tuesday 26th Cctober troops from X trensit.camp,
Taranto, 199 transit camp, Taranto, and other army personeli
were embarksd on LCI 237 at Tavanto by the ES0.

2) Final roll-call was teken on board LCT 237 at 1830
heurs on 26th October, all ranks being confined to ship,
with guards mounted. T/95147 NSM Hurry J, 345 CT Coy, RASC,
wes ships sergsant major. All embarked personell were pa-
ported present - 2 officers and 115 ORs - total 117 all ranks.

3) LCI 237 set sail for Catania in Sieily ebout 1200
hours on Wsdnesday, 27th October, 3

4} About 1240 hours on October 27, LGI 237 struck -a mine
hsad on. The forward itroop compartment was badly demaged,
k1lling and wounding a number of army personell, and btaking
in water. Ths second hold was glso damaged and some water
was btaken in, :

£) Some army psrsonell on deck were thrown into the sesz

by the ezplosion. An Amsrican sailo imnediately dived over-
board.and brouzht them to safeby.

8} Following the explosion, and while the ship appeared
to be making wabter, naval personell gave the order "Prepare
to gbandon shiph,

7) There was a complete absence of panic. Troops in the
troop space emldships remained in their quarters, and were
Joined there by some of the perscnell from HJo 2 troop space.

4 party of ORs from Ho 2 troop space wers detalled as a
working party to help sxtricate wounded Ffrom the forward troop
“compartment. :

8} #hen the officer in charge of troops reached the hold
he found rescus work was alresady zoinz ahead., 1106301 Cunner
Willlams, 90th Field Regt RA, had been first into this badly
demaged compartment, awash with water and wreckage, and in
total darkness. His example was followed by others and
several wounded had 2lready been extricated. 304829 8/Sgt

Ash, 11 Vorkshops and Park Coy, RE, had put himself 1n command
of the rescue party, and conducted himself with zreat coolness
and efficisncy.
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stcher casss - were

14) IcT 257 wes not now taking waber, About 2030 hours
6 eams alcngside in response %o wirelsss requests.

15) Lt Dpavid xartlp, Black Watch had voluntesred and
was detailed to remain on board LCI 237 with six men to carry
on work in the forward troop compartment, although it was
now xmown no live survivors remained. Ths remnainder of the
army personell survivors were transferred to LCI 216, Hav=
ing ensured that no army personell remained aboard LGT 237 —-
apart from thoss detailsd -- and that there werse no ‘live

men in the Iorward conaartmnﬁt, they were thsen joined by

the officer in charge of %roops.

16) LI 216 remalned alongside the damaved vessel for
abeut an hour. Lt iartin reported to the ca*taln that there
were no live survivors in the forward hold, and the dead
bodies were pinned down by wreckage. The naval authorities
having no need of his servicss, Lt lartian was ordersd by
officer in charze of troops to transfer to LOI 216 with his

: six men. This he did.

17) 4 total of two officers and 88 OR survivors from
LI 237 were transferred to LUI 216.

18) These survivors were fed dnd clothed and fitted
out with blankets, boots and socks by No 3 Commando, on
board LCI 216,

19} Naval personell also gave up their guarters to
survivors and drew on thelr cigarette ratiosas to snsure
that each of the survivors had at least twsnty ci gargttes.
aplri 8 from the naval officers! private stock was
administered to survivors desiring sam

20) LCI 215 docked at Catania on Oct 28th about 1800
hours. Survivors wers disembarked by the ES0 and taken to
Catania Transit camp.

¥

21) LCI 237 was towed into Catania harbour sbart 2000
hours on Oct 28. Afte? working all day Oct 29th, fourtsen
bodiss were removed from the -orward hold. Of these six
were identified.
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slso beli thr: o i
board without authority, and killed in the explosion.

23) Of the total embarked of 117 all ranks, 90 survivors
were disembarked from LCI 2163 9 wounded were transferred
to a hospital ship; 8 dead were identified: leaving 12 smbarked
perscnell missing, presumed dead. To this must be added 3
unidentified or partly identified personell missing presumed

dead,

24) The officer in charge of troops has asked the
captain of LCI 237 to log his tribute to the demeanour of
the crew of LOI 237 generally, and that of Ensign Woody B.
Hilburn in particular.

25) The officer in charge of troops has also requesstad
the captain of LCI 216 to loz his sppreciation of treatment
sccordsd survivors on board that rescue vessel.

28) Officer in charge of trcops has forwarded through
56 Sub Area commendations for awards in ths case of Cunner
Williams, S/Sgt Ash and Brewer.

James Borthwick, Capt.
Black Wateh, PRZ,
: att HQ, Bl H Div.
CATANTA, : o/¢ troops,
30th COct, 1943 : LCT 23%.
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