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San Francisco, California

T*0*P  S*E*CH*R*E*T 7 July 1944,

From: Commander Task Group 53.16 (Captain G. B.
Cart?r, U.S. Navy, Commander L.S.T. Flotilla
FIVE)e
o MR Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Via: (1) Commander Task Force 53.
(2) Commander in Chief, United States Pacific
Fleets

Subject: Report of Anti-Aircraft Action, TASK GROUP
53416 = 17 June 1944.

Reference: (a) CinCPac Conf. Ltre 2CL~L4l.
b; Paragraph 5 (e) CTF 53 OpPlan Alilz'ghh‘.
~{C C.O. UoSoSo STMEL Gonf. l‘bI‘o s
serial 033, dated 18 June 1944, WS’M’ 7853
(d) C40,, U.S.S, HOLLY ltr. Al2-1/1SS,

serial 0010 dated 26 June 194l ewicresen. 18180
/(e) C.o.’ UsSeSe ALOE conf. 1ltre. A9’ y
serial 159, dated 28 June 194l muere st TE444
(£) Ce0e, U,S.8. LST 388 Top_Sec. 1ltre A16-3,
serial 6, dated 28 June 194k ywere'se., €07/7
-(g) Ce0e, U,8,8. LST 241 Action Report,
dated 17 June 194k. Wicing,
/(h) C.O_. U.S«S. LST 2‘!-7 qonfo ltr. Al6-3.
7" Qated 26 June 19kk. wiew ser. 77756
CeOsy U.S.S. IST 118 conf. ltr, dated
28 June 1944, mueier Ser.. 11998
CeQe, U.8.8. LST 399 sec, ltr. A2-11,
_segtalu7g,"sda}=§% 's’g?.l'une’lgk_h.‘ d::d i
23 Ve ' . SecC. N ed »
2 ‘.n’mteI 1hize wiers w.,a'a.og? .
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~-(2) Cs0ey U.S.S. LST 123 Action Report
dated 17 June 1944« p.af
~(8) CeOey UeS.Ss LST 220 1ltr. dated 17
June 194k, Méere Sen. 1810)
~(t) Ce0., U.S.S. LST 449, Action Re ort
dated 17 June 194k, rmere St o
(u) " Ce0., U.S.S, LST 125, confs ltr. Al6-3
serial 183, dated 28 June 194k Wuers Sen , T 471
¥ 1w} - CsOus Vel 3. 101(G) 46k ltr. dated
28 June 1944 mierwr sen, 13903k
X —(w) Ce0ey UsSeSe LOI(G) 465 Action Report
dated 17 June 1944.
AXL) Colasill.BuBs LGI(G) 466 ltr, dated
28 June 194L. Mow Sen. 79189
~(y) Co0ey, UsB.8, LCI(G) 4,67 ltr, dated
20 June 1944, ywere Sea , 78363
(z) Ce0., U.S8.8. LCI(G) 468 Top Sec. ltre
dated 28 June 194L. yere’ Sou. 79411
x(aa) Ce0u, UsS.8. LCI(G) 469 Action Report
dated 17 June 194L, wwwers Sen. 78 364
X 7(bb) CeOsy UeSsSe LCI(G) 471 Action Report
dated 17 June 19kl muire Sor. 11984
%(ce) Ce0e, U.S.S. LCI(G) 472 Aotion Regort
dated 17 June 19
—(@d) 0404y, UsS.8. ICI G) 473 ltr. datad
28 June 194k. muers’ sor, 718368
; —~(ee) 0000' U.S.8. PO 549 1t1‘o ﬂ %
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CeOsy U.S.S. SC 727 ltr. FRB.row

dated 17 June 1944 r-43

00y UeB8:8,: 80 1273 1tr, "Al6=3, ity

serial 79-4k, dated 30 June 194L. P43

C.O‘ UnSoSo YMS 136 ltr. JE"ZCl'L}-L}""db

dated 28 June 194Ls wiers Ser. 11399

CeOsy U,8.8. YMS 195 sec. ltr. Al6=3 P
serial 0081, dated 28 June 194ks mienrser. 8306
Ce0s, U.S.S. YMS 184 Action Report

dated 17 June 1944« p» Sb

C'OQ’ UaSoSo Y’I\»"IS 216 Conf. ltro A.l_?,-l /a\
serial 281, dated 17 June l94h.?m4~f'$um 97
CeOs, U.S.S, YIS 237 1tr, dated 28 :
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The several reports, reference (c) to reference
(ss), TASK GROUP 53.16, engaged in the subject action are col=-
lected and forwarded herewith, enclosures iA) to (QQ)s They
describe fully this action. Report from U.S.S. AGENOR (ARL-3)
detached from this GROUP 23 June 1944, is not now at hand, but
will be forwarded when received.

2 The observations contained in the various re-
ports are in general supported by the GROUP COMMANDER. GROUP
COM/ANDER recealls observing four (4) planes attack the forma=-
tion, and destruction of three by GROUP's gunfire, credit for
which cannot be given to any individual ship or ships, but to
all ships of the GROUP,.

3 Attention is invited to the long range at which
plane attacking STEMBEL dropped its torpedo. Drop was clearly
observed by the TASK GROUP COMVANDER end estimated to be at a
range of 4000 yards, if not greater, giving STHEMBEL ample oppor-
tunity to maneuver to avoid. This attack on STEMBEL was an en-
tirely misleading indication of what the attack on convoy by
other planes was to be, for same was pressed home to within 500
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yards or less of the target. For these planes that so pressed
home their attacks their destruction was inevitable. However,
such was not accomplished till after planes had dropped their

torpedoes, certain vessels of the convoy being obliged to ma=-

neuver to avoid being hit, all of which, acting in accordance

with doctrine, did so do successfully, save U.S.S. LCI(G) 468

which did not, most probably because of casualties suffered by
bridge personnel from gunfire from either attacking planes or

own ships or both, and because of close range at which torpedo
was dropped.

e  {a) Many of the automatic weapons of L.S.T. were ob-
scured by pontoon side carry equipment and by friendly vessels,
handicaps which must be accepted when so loaded and so formed
when engaging torpedo planes, especially with planes flying so
close to the water's surface as these did., In this connection
TASK FORCE COMMANDER will probably recall that when mounting
GROUP in Guadalcanal removal of a certain number of automatic
weeapons from L.S.T. was entertained in order to satisfy cargo
requirementse

: (b) The TASK GROUP COMMANDER considers a torpedo
plane a most difficult target to stop, let alone destroy. That
gunfire from automatic weapons could not succeed in stopping

or destroying planes at such close ranges BEFORE they dropped
their torpedoes bears out this statement. It is thought, how-
ever, this fire undoubtedly impaired the attacking planes' ef-
ficiency, and caused certain of them to drop their torpedoes
wide of their marks., In this connection it is the firm con-
vietion of the writer that barrage balloons would have further
embarrassed attacking planes, certainly to the extent that

they would not have pressed home their attacks to such close
ranges. Where air coverage cannot be provided the carrying

of barrage balloons is strongly recommended. The writer has
observed the efficacy of balloons in torpedo plane attacks upon
L.S5.Te off Bougainville, B.S.I. on November 17, 1943, L.S.T,
being so equipped; planes did not press home their attacks to
anywhere near such close ranges as was done in this case,

w5
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5 (a) U.S.S. LCI(G) 468 was hit on the starboard bow
by a torpedo launched from a Japanese torpedo plane at about
1758 KING, 17 June 1944, Latitude 13°-01' N., Longitude 1480-
12' E., resulting in about 50 feet of her bow being blown off,
and the ship taking a decided list to port. Immediately there=
after rescue work was taken in hand by LCI(G)'s 466 and 472.
In rescuing survivors from the explosion none was found in the
water, and the only cesualties that were not either dead or
missing were four (4) suffering from minor wounds which were
given first treatment aboard LCI(G) 468. Rescuing survivors
and attending wounded presented no problem, same being readily
and easily taken care of by the LCI Group Medical Officer. At
this writing all wounded give every indication of a full and
complete recovery. Report of casualties is contained in ref-
erence (z).

(v) The work of salvaging was immediately taken in
hand by LCI(G)'s 472 and 466, and by repair personnel from
U.S.S. AGENOR (ARL-3)., LCI(G) 468's watertight integrity aft
of Frame 42 was unimpaired and floatability of vessel goode
Vessel was taken in tow by U.S.S. HOLLY (AN-19) at about 2300
KING 17 June 1944 and the tow steamed with the GROUP through=-
out remainder of the night with salvage personnel remaining
aboard to prosecute this work. On the morning of 18 June
AGENOR was ordered alongside to expedite the salvage work.
During the late morning bogies were reported and rather than
encumber AGENOR or HOLLY with this tow in the face of further
attack by the enemy, salvage operations were ordered discon-
tinued, and HOLLY directed to cast LCI(G) 468 loose.

(c) In view of the prospective operations of this
vessel against the enemy and because the explosion rendered
her entirely useless for participation therein and in order
not to encumber the GROUP with a tow when moving in against
enemy opposition, and because repairs to restore LCI(G) 468
to duty were extensive and impracticable for accomplishment
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in an active combatant area where facilities for such were not
available, the TASK GROUP COMANDER regretfully ordered STEMBEL
to sink LCI(G) 468. Sinking of LCI(G) 468 was smcomplished at
1256 KING 18 June 194k, Latitude 139-38.5' N., Longitude 148°-
37.2' E., firing 15 rounds of 5"/.38 projectiles. The Command=-
ing officer, U.S.S. LCI(G) 468 is to be congratulated on the
excellent manner in which closures were effected to insure the
watertight integrity of his ship. It is believed that LCI(G)
L468 could have remained afloat indefinitely.
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