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COMMANINR TASK UNIY 79.7.1 (ovpaNpER Lel (o) omowr 16)
COMMANDER TASK UNIT 79.7 (CospwaMuER LOI (L) FRLOPILLA SIX)
COMMANDER TASK GROTP 79,1 (COMMANDER AMPRINIOUS GNOWP T)
COMMABIAR TASK FORCE 79 (COmANDNR THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORGE)

COMMANDER TASE GROW.77.6 (OOMLANUNA KINRSWERPING AND
TIDROGRAPHIC GROWP)

COMMWANLER TasK GROWP T7.2 (CONANLAR BOKBARIMERT ANY
FIAR SUPPORT GROP)

COMMANDER TASK FORCA J7 (COMMANDER sEYENTE ¥LEST)
COMMANTER [W CRIZP, SOUTHWRST PACIFIC ARNA (OENC SWPA)
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FART 11 PRELIMINARYIES

A. A participant in tho LEYTN OPERARION (20 OCTONER, 19M4),
this ship remained in the LETTE - SAMAR area until
l DECHEEER, 198 (a peried of ferty-five days), wpon
which date it proceeded te NOLLANDIA, NNV GUINEA for
repairs in preparation for further setivity. Hepaire
completed (2l DGO, 1944) this ship, in compeny
uith LOX (@) 558, 959, 7951, 422, departed HOLLANDIA,
HEY GUINMA sarouts to LEYVE GULF STAOING AREA. AS
LISOAYEN GUMBOAT UNIT 77.6.1% em 2 JANUARY, 10M5,
L0 (8) 558, 559, 560, 751, h22) commanded by ifT.
COMMANDER KICKABAUGH departed LEYTE GULF, LEYTH for
LINGAYEN QULP, LUZON, PHILIFPINE ISLANDS no?-”_
with WINSSWERPING AND NYDROORAPHIC GROUF (77.6Y. <(1,x
Boute taken was that threugh the SURIGAO STRAIT,
MINDANAD SRA, SULU SHA, them nerth threugh NINDORO
STRAIT into the SOUPH CHINA SEA agd thenece inte LINGAYEN
GULF. Ho prier trainimg or training enroute svallable
mlﬂj.

CHROWOLOGICAL ACCOUNT

24 DEORMEER, 1944 - 30 DECEMEER, 194k: Under LY.
mmumm. LEYYR UNIT ONE (79.7.1) Lol (@)

;h” 559, 560 . 422, departed HOLLAEDIA, WOV OGUINEA

.1 -muunmm LEYER, PHILIPPINE
15LAMDS, mmmﬁm.munum
ING AND HYDROGRAPHIC UNIT {n LATITULS Ol.35N LONGITUDE
137-368 and proceeded to LATTH STADING ANNA.

30 DECEMEE, 1944 - 2 JANUARY, [ nmnm:n
ARBA, PHILIFPINS IsLANDS.
LEYTE GULF 0B0O mu.

1y com : I, St
itk 01 (6) 355, 559s T1s hee under L. COMAMSEE'

RICKABAUGH, This fer purpess of mevement te sbjective.

2 JANUARY, 1945 « 5 JANUARY, 1945: Intemmittent

nulsance ralds by enemy groups of two amd three planes.
lio damage to this ship. Total ammunitien sxpenditure
negligibls during this peried:
21k
1ho

rounds
rounds
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§ JANUARY, 1945t Several JAPANSSS planes (Vals
-ulqci in vieinity (appreximately 60 miles nerth-
west of MANILA) during the day. 1523, two JAPANESE
destroyers reperted twenty miles distance off pert
quarter out of HANILA. Nscort drepped back and dreve
them off while convey manesuvered in emergency turms.
llo damage. Ammunitiom Expemded:

20HH rounds
Loui 2

A J:-“a
&t’hmm
uniun-m-m'g' .'mﬂ

7 JANUARY, 1945: Operating with L¥. COMMANDER WOLMRES,
in command of the SAN FARIAN WNIT (77.2.2) this ship
ontered bay and preceeded by various msneuvera into
area opposite HEACH HLUR, SAN FABIAN, LUZON. Operating
directly under LT, COMMAEDUR BOLMES and with 1CI (8) 69,
the twe ships (LCI (0) 69, 560) appreached bdeach oa
course 140 T, leading and flanking small beats carrying

At 1510 bembardment of beach begun, covering

UNDERVATER DEMOLITION OFERATIONS. Very 1ittls eppesitien
from the beach, 1655 ceased shelling beach, retired and
formed célumn for night retirement out of bay. UNe
casuclties to crew or UNUERWATER DEMOLITION THAMS. Ne
oppesition of any substance on beach. Ammunition expended:

LOMH 540 rounds
20MM 1090 rounds

8 JANUARY, 1945: Underwater demclitien reconnaisssuce
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9 JANUARY, 19458 LNYER UNIT ONN (LOI (@) 558, 559, 560,
PHILIPP LNS

oq* entire TASK UNIT (79,7)

167°% heading five hundred(500

BAACK LINE OF DEPARTURE, In each five hundred (500)
lane, ships se disposed as te. (1)

with twe (2) EOCKE? ships. This

with LCI (0) 751 to starbeard and

0830, entire line abreast moved ferward
departure three huadred (300) yards, Awalt fomm
assault waves on the line of departure.

0856, entire line abreast began deach

spoed 4.5 kmots, with leading assanlt

(300) yards sstern. Mortar ships

beach, all ships epem fire with NOMNM o

at 1000 yards. '

boat mission is to saturate area 500 yards wide along beach).

W“. copsed m Lok and 200,

asspult vaves pass through

maintuin hesding and peeition

off beach. Fired remaining rockets as asasult wave
through.

0936, after fifth asssult wave passed threugh, turmed te
starboard and followsd in celuma (led by LY. COMMANDER
RICKARAUGH in LCI (8) 558) to arem sesward of tramsperts.

9 JANUARY, 1945 - 18 JANUARY, 1945: Duriag this peried,
participated ss smeker and inshere screening wnit. Alr
ralds of single plane muisance variety and practieally
non-existent, seme comcers as to small enemy surface craft
and enemy swimmers. Conetent alert by armed wateh., No

dsmage to this vessel.

18 JANUAKY, 1945 - 23 JANUANY, 19451 Departed for LAYTS
WY, LTSS, PRNIPLEE TSLaxbs, 161 (0) 559 in tov
(19 January, 1945) and tewed sutire return reute. Yo
eneny strength (air or surface) sncountered.
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PART IV ONDEANGE

Al

Rooket launchers and HOMM eperated satisfacterily.
A high rate of 20MM gun steppages cecurred as the
result of shert blow-backs.

AOUNITION ROENDITURAS: (24 DuCEMBRH, 194k -
24 JAVUARY, 1985).

Fockets 439 reunds

206 9 rounds

Lorud 70 rounds
DAKAGE

Ne dattle damage to ship or own persemnel.

Vo damage (cortain) te enemy alr or surface crafts.
Hiner damage to beached oraft at PORO, SAN FERHANDO,
JUZON, PHILIFPINE ISLANDS Auring strafing attack on
those veasels.

PERSONOLL FERFORMANGCE AND CASUALTING

Performanee of personnal was exceptienal, considering
all the poasibllities of the eircunetsnces in which
the crew was placed. Thelr coslness under trying
conditions is te be highly recemmended.

No oasaalties.
CONCLUSIONS AND HECOMMENDATIONS

Small ealidrve (30, 50 ealibre, and 20M4) firing
genarally mere dangerous than effective in repelling
Japanese suicide attacks.

Focommend a delegation of remse shots for reckets in
appreaching beach, le, perhaps every third ship serve
as range ship fer these flanking her. This would seem
effective and at the same time less confusing.

Gecure all 50 calibre guns net mounted forward on
rocket - mortar ships as they mpproach beach. Seme of
this emall calibre fire is an sboelute nenace te our
ewn ships. \

Charles J, Mackres,
. (jg), UVsNR,
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DISTRIMUTLONY
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