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2l Jube, 1945

COMANDING OFFICER
COMMANDER IN CHIEF, UNITED STATES FLEET

1. COMMANDER LCI (G) GROUP SIXTEEN

2. COMMANDER LCI (L) FLOTILLA SIX

3, COMMANDER LCI (L) FLOTILLA FOURTEEN

4, COM{ANDER AMPHIBIOUS GROUP SEVEN

5. COM/ANDER AMPEIBIOUS GROUP ONE

6. COMMANDER UNDERVWATER DRMOLITION TEAMS AMPEIBIOUS FORCES PACIFIC FLEET
7. COMIANDER LST FLOTILIA SIXTEEN

8. COMMANDER LCI (L) FLOTILIA THRER

9, COMMANDER LCS FLOTILLA THREE
10, COMMANDER AMPEIBIOUS GROUP TWELVE

COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON SIXTY-THEEE

12, COMMIANDER FIFTH AMPEIBIOUS FORCES

13, COMIANDER AMPEIBIOUS FORCES, PACIFIC FLERT

Subj: FEPORT OF CAPTURE OF OKINAWA GUNTO, PEASES ONE AND TWO.

PART I 3BRIEF SUMIARY

Ay Thie report covers this ship's activities (& MARCH 1945 to 18 APRIL
1945) in relation to preparation for and participation in operations
againot enemy pesitioms in the OKINAWA GUNTO, NWANSEI SEOTO AEEA. This
ship moved to the objective and eperated basicly as a part of a unit
designated as GUNBOAT SUPPORT DIVISION ONE (LCI (6)'s 558, W52, 561,
751, 559, 560) with LT, COMMANDER RICKABAUGH, COMMANDER LCI (G) GROUP
SIXTEEN In chargd. At the objective, this ship operated ee ordered
and in various capacities as wlll be hereinafter detailed.

The essential function of reperting uhig was that of clese-in=fire

suppert prier te LOVE-DAY (1 APRIL 1945) in supporting landings in
YAKABI SETMA (LOVE MINUS BIX, 26 MARCE 19%5), and AMURO SEIMA (LOVE
MINUS FIVE, 27 MARCH 13U5), Additional assignment included support
eperation with UNDERWATER DEMOLITION UNITS aleng OKINAWA PREFERRED
BEACHES (28 MARCH 1945 to 30 MARCE 1945 inclusive), suppert of landing
on KEISE SHIMA (LOVE MINUS ONE DAY, T1 MARCE 1945), anti-small craft

patrol (as ordered), and support (as ordered) during LOVE DAY (1 APRIL
@ - 19%5) landings of main OKINAWA
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BOACHES, Of this "additionsl assiznment", however, (as will be
shown in the CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT, PART III, of this report) this
h-.ir was ungble, by cireumstance of battle damage, to particlpate
in the support of UNDZRWATER DEMOLITION THALS, the landing on KEISE
SHIMA, or the landings on CKIN a'.k an LOVE-DAY., Poet inveeior
activity was primarily that of anti-smell craft patrol (as ordered)
ani ae "smoker'during period in KERAMA RETTO anchorsge.

PART 1T FRELIMINARIES

A, Until ® MARCH, 1945 in IEYTE GULF, IEYTE, PEILIFPINE ISLANDS,
completing repairs end logieticse in preparation for training and
reheersal exercise,for forthecoming operation. 1

ractice support of 'TITIE'.'H...‘
I_a."TE. PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.
anchorege on same oy erea of Tarsguna, Ley
for eritigue and inuation of loglsties

On 13

preparation g 0p ; 3% nortl

POINT and the and -:.—1__'.- e ATTGAN GEADE and CAZUGAL ;.._.,C'J
were utilized simulate actu Ber: ] conditione. The 3-':1"
legson learned during the en 'll"‘l" rehenrenl {other than obtaining
cleerer picture of the operatisn as o whole) was the necesslty t’!
consider strongly the effect of current on ghips trying to meintain
both headings =nd positien off designated beaches. It is clearly
evident thet lmproper timing snd coordination of mesault weves and
eupport craft would be disastroue ghould considerable opposition
ever "e sresent u,lr" ns such current conditions. BHeturned to SAN
PEDRO ] .Y PEILIFPINE ISLAMDS (1l MAS Z."T-‘f"'f to continue complaetion
of repairs and logistics.

I CHRONGLOGICAL ACCOUNT
PART IIT C(H=

e ._1*‘ 2ol AP sepmerr m el s wm SR, VAL e
1‘ MARCH, 1 Bh = 20 RARLE, “18945] Under LI, COMIANDER -.I\.-....d.l....m.t».rH,

GUITEOAT SUZEORT *'rr 100 OME (52.17. 1) (LCI (_‘ e =5-- k52, 561,
T51: :5:') :5:} in company with WESTERN ISLAIDS TRACTOR ”-DJ-IJ-ILA
(51.7) under command of CAPTAIV R,C. WEEB, departed LETTE GULF,
LEYTE, FHILIFE ISLAYDS, 19 HARCE, 1945 enrcute to objective
(KEEAMA RETTO, OKINAWA GUNTO, MANSET SEOT0). 1o ememy activity
(edr or otherwise during movement.

26 MARCE, 19L5: 042D, GUIBCAT SUFPOET DIVISION OXE plus LCI (G)
UGz, u6Y and LI (M) 7;,5 (forming GHEEN TEAN) left convay and
meneuvered by varioue courses and speeds off weetern approach to
YAEABI SEIIA, EKERAMA BETTO. Landing on GEEEN BERACH, YAKARI SHIMA
(originally intended to take place at 0F00-I) was delayed until
the efternoon. 1208-I, laying off beech awalting nesault waves.
No shore activity, 1250-I, headed into beach of course 3125 degrees
true. 125%-I all guns open fire on beach. 1310-I, all gune cease
fire. 1337-I, fired rockets on beach. No opposition from beach-
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. CONFIIEITIAL

assault waves (IVT18) lended w lan or organ-
ization but elso without \,.J.fTi(TllJ_t" Proceeded away from heach
ond seaward to transport are :E'n:‘ servicing. Upon completion
serviclag proceeded in company with USS J.W-I {u‘.l 751 to asslgned
night patrol station P-T (see .:P:;.#L«. II to AIMEX A, CTF K2,
PLAN A 106-15). On station Eﬁ".- I with USS LCI (@) 751. At 2340,
passed tlose eboard drifting destroyer that had been previously
| of l*:fv all possible rescus apparently com-
: ssed - 1ip; five (5) rounds
8 a deviation
th LGI (@) 751, ia charge).
12 ghot down with twenty
ooper very low, recognized
recol JLL.-S:.'CL’ l,;.tl‘?l]

e ten

of HAE SHIMA. No smell creft

oY

o oy Y Fam 2 i &S
27 H, 1945: 0670-I, left patrol station (P-7) and closed

ol [-u'l,
transport area west L EERAA RETTO to continue servieing. Bendesz
voue :'.IZ“."-I} ith othor members of GEEEN TEAM viecinity AMURD
SEIlA, meneuvered into _n"“n:‘.. and stood by for call fire,
first LVT vave 1-.:.-0.' 10 0

wainad "Z‘.;J.J.u.-I

-
5

-

C

ul

3
i
r gunfire req
2

£ all
as call-

L]
close-in =support ere .* rol station

- A
proceeded sou
to an
to AIIEX J of
f TOKASHIKI SHIMA at

-I, ‘tl.‘J (.T:l small hoate

OF-PLAY A ?'q-l i 1 Et. tion sou
aAAA_T v wtth UE [: b) 559,
cebull=1, al Wit L e

eighted and ildentified as I

riend l;'.

o ;
SHIIA and proce
in accordance wi

ations,

! L;r'?c‘:ad.er' in column fard
.:._.19.1 P-9 (ses AJ.-......;I..*. IT ¢

N -F - -
PLAN A l; ~L 5), preferred B ._l:hl‘i' 'Ji, '.-w:‘tb n coast of \,KI TAVA.,

On station ‘rl"]"‘ I with LCI'g 558, L5 Thie ghip's eector
was gt northern extrem ity of P-9, .-:i"": 4..\..1 (@) 552 to the mouth.
o activity in our specific sector. 0037-1 {29 MARCE, 1945) fired
on low flying twon-engine plane., At dawn, several enemy planes in
area. At 0615-I (29 .-uhw-. 1945) thls ghip was attocked by three
(3) enemy planes ("NATES"), One, ..rcssln._, cloge by the bow, was
shot down; a second paesed close above the nast and thence inlc.n
the third crashed the mast and conn at 0618-I, Generally, al

radlo and visual communicatlion facilitiee were destroyed. Specifio—-
ally, the following equipment was destroyed or damaged: Mast(in-
cluding radar, X, 3N, 105 radio, recognitilon lights, all flag
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holet facilitiee and megnesym co:.r;:-.ﬁu—j: Comn (bedly demaged at
pointe of contact inecluding SCR 808 redin, steering compass, TCS
antennp base, pelorus, signal stand and blinker 1izhs). Hiner
jersonnel casuslty tOIlE maen suffered severe contusion over Ti_ht
tidia). ZProceeded in compeny with LCI (&) 553 to ITRAMA ERTTO
anchorage for F

93 i.ar.cz, 1945 - 6 APRIL, 1

Fema in EERAMA :L..E‘TC- an

and :'.-i: 8 force. Obtained new mnst
808, compa#s, or blinker light,

§ APRIL, 1945: Ordered to patrol station 107
A" to AFFEIDIX II, AITEX MKV of OP-PLAK 1-u55.
ide LOI (G) 561 to obtain blinker 1ight. Proceeded
it}‘ Lo (a) 51 to patrel area, arriving on station
“T.IZ, 1945, lo activity observed. Continue npatrol
APRIL, 10h5, o activity.

=

[ el i el N Y
HwH oo

, 1945 = 12 APRIL, 1045: Ordered to patrol station 110

CLOSUHE "A" to APPIIDIX II, AINTEX "K' of OP-FLAY 1-45).
On :h.:_':ion (south and east of IE SNIMA) at 1902-I, & APRIL, 19L5.

g AT 19h5: o activity observed.

10453 Yo activity obeerved,

10 151 Ho activity observed. Ab 0233-I,
Transferred sppendicitis cnse (SHRIVER, J.H., 628-25-8Y%, SK2¢ to
USS ELLYSON (Di09).

11 APRIL, 13 Lo L-cti:r-"'f obeerved,

12 A 451 023U-1, left station on orders
of the USS HARI (DS 28), to inves t1_.tc unidentified craft.
Creft found to be USS (@) UET of ﬂ»*~wi station 108, 1500-
sighted enemy aircraf wling on .L SHIMA. Landing rngurted
by snother ship in the area. l’_jll-I. ti ad friendly aircraft
crash into water north and egst of LIIMNA aL;.a- Leported same
end proceeded to rescue., Hescue effected by USS GOLDSEOROUGH
(APD 32). Picked up drifting life raft ’co:.+__1e:1 no personnsl =
only blankete and jacket)., Eelieved by USS LCI (G) 561 end pro-
cesded to KERAMA KAIKYO ANCHORAGE for lr:u stics and completion of
repelira. Lo other activity observed in patrol area.

APRIL, 1945 - 19 "471 1945: In KTRAMA KAIXYO for logistics,

'rap:urs end asslgw

12 APRIL, 1;1:5: Yo assignment.

13 APRIL, 19L5: Aselgned to night station 36650
Anchored on station st 1902-I, No activity observed.

14 APRIL, 19U5: Aesigned to night station 3067-Q.
Yo activity observed.

15 APRIL, 19Y45: Aseigned to night stetion 36A7-Y.
Anchored on station at 1TUT-I. o activiiy observed.

16 APRIL, 1945: Assigned to nisht station 3667-Y.
Anchored on station et 1828-1. Yo activity obeerved.

17 APRIL, 19L5: Assigned to night station 3667-Y.
Anchored on station at 1707=1. No activity obeerved,

13 APRIL, 19L5: Assigned to night station 3667-T.
dnchored on station 1828-I, Yo activity obsarved, !
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19 APRIL, 19453 - 27 APRIL, 1945: Continuatien eof mssignment te
smoke and enti-small craft activity in KERAMA FETTO.

19 APRIL, 19u5:i Aseigned te night station 3472-F,
Anchered en statien at 1850-1. No activity ebserved.

20 APRIL, 1945: Assigned to night statien 3L72-P,
Anchered on station st 21L40-I, No activity ebserved.

21 APRIL, 1945% Assinged te night station 3665=J.
Anchored on station at 1834-I, No activity cbserved.

22 APRIL, 19451 Assigned to night station 3768-B,
Anchored en station at 1826-I, Mo activity ebserved,

23 APRIL, 19U5: Asgigned to night statien 3768-B.
Anchored en statien at 18U5-1, Ne activity ebserved,

24 APRIL, 19451 Assigned to night statien 3470-D,
Ancher8d on station at 1830-I. e activity ebmerved.

25 APRIL, 19451 Assigned to night statien 3470-D,
Anchored on statien at 1830-I. Ne activity ebserved.

26 APRIL, 1945t Asgsinged to night station 3I470-D/
Anchored on etation at 1830-I, No activity obserwed.

27 APRIL, 1945 - 24 JUNE, 1945: Repert to LT. COMMANDER RICKABAUGH
for patrol duty aleng eastern side of OKINAWA., On 27 APRIL, 19U45, assigned
to station 139 and 140, a six mile area elong coast, course 030-T md 210-T.

27 APRIL, 1945 = 1 MAY, 1945: Patrel stations 139 and 140.
Yo activity ebserved.

1 MAY, 1945 - 3 JAY, 19L5: Patrol statiens 142 and 143,
To activity ebserved.

3 MAY, 1945 - 8 JUNE, 1945t  Patrel stations 143 and 1M,
Ho activity ebsexrved.

g JUME, 1945 - 22 JUNE, 19451 Patrel statien 115,
No activity observed. .

22 JUNE, 1945t Relieved of furthur patrol, Ieland secured.
Preparation for rear area in HAKAGUSUKU WAN.
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ORDNANCE
ORDIANCE PERFORIANCE - CASUALTIR
While firing at the beach of YAKASI ISLAYD on 26 JARCH, 1945,
a 403 barrel burst. It occurred on pun #5 vhich is located
on the starboard gun deck adjacent to the pillot house.
acceident occurred on the fifth round fired by that gun
- precluding the po _c' r of an obetruction e:

bore prior to commencl

With the next round slready re i into the chamber, thi

e 3 3
deck was cleared and water ¢ ad to the be . Shortly
thereafter (2 minutes) the Larrel was removed and a new barrel
ingerted.

There were no injuries to personnel or to eguipment or other
than the baerrel which burast.

The cause of this casualty has heen plac .=:' 0 s defective fuge
resulting either from menufacture or rough handling of ammunition.
AM{UNITION EXPENDED
19 MARCH, 19Y45 - 2
20 MARCH,
Lot
0L

rouncs

rounds

:.\_qtgr:
bolg: 22l rounds
Ll 07 rounde
rounde

7 APRIL, 1945
50 Cal. %2 rounds

18 APRIL, 1045 - 2L JUNE, 1945
LoMu 419 rounds
20M4 210 rounds
50 Cal. 253 rounds
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DAMAGE

Usneidereble dezege (localized to the srea of the mast end comn)
wag gustained by this ship as o resnlt of a partially successful
suleide crash by an enemy plane (see PART 'Zl’, 2E-29 MARCH, 191!-5,,
1 a1l "gear" thereto abttsched) end mck of
n) the way over
wact.
H

conr

communication by
power telephone and 2 £ nge-fire horns werc soon
by tiring and elnilar elaple reusire by shinle force

Thue for, three (7 . lonee hove heen defl 'r""-l;'
shot down by this shin durins the period of this report [se
PART II ¥ i

VEETTYY, olle-I, 27 ;;_‘1:':, 1915

"RATE®, 0615-I, 27 MARCE, 1gbs

"IATE", .’13-:, 29 by, 1945

danaze to enemy surface craft.
gﬂ-ubjallnub EAFOINANCE AXD M&-SLAI-ITI-JS

i I P X
[ L8 VediCan

@ agttack on this ehip

1C8 ! xcallent
end particulax 28 during the miltiple 3

fila

i & Ind -
e to0 be highly

(= w

11
& - . { 1 el al=
tuaring the morn 2 RCH, 1945, Thelr coolness,
.

devotion %o duty
recommended,

such odds

o ED'}...tiC by eome fantastic miracle, wers amp=insly low., Only
ne (1) man, MAUL, HARRY EDVARD, Cox., sorial 300-7 ? rocelived
iries of any conseguence, a sovere coat: 1ai0n over the right

iedical cars (imcluding hospitulization aboard ship
Jeen given aubject man who is now (20 APRIL, 19UE)
wll on the way to recovery.

COLCLUSIONS AID RRCOIIEIDATIONS

ARMATNT: It 1s believed that additiongl 50 calibre or 20ia(
machine guns would be of definite value to ehips of the close-
in-support type. \hen in a relatively "alone" predicament,
there is & decided need for more gane that can train quicl-_j.
& guality that the 1-:1“ sesns to lack. [Ihis is particularly
Yrue in the case of sulclde attacks by planes or smal] craft,

¥
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BEACE APPROACH: It is recommended that in areas of rapid

current MORE emphasis be placed on coordinatien and timing as
between mssanlt waves and support craft. Uncertain delay,

not only creates confusion in an attempt te "jockey" inte
position, tut aleo incfeases, to a considersble degree, any
poesible resistance by the selected beach-head. The value of

a rocket run ie completely lost if the interim islong enough

to allow enemy movement toward the bembarded area, and a
"jockeying" 1line of zunboate could be easy prey teo shore batteries,

PATROL STATIONS: It ie recommended that each patrol vessel

be given more information as to oth?r patrol vaugln operating
in the same general area, and that (when poseible) orders fer
a particular station be given so as to allow arrival on station

before dark.
Charles J, ;mmﬂw

Lt. (jg) UsiR

DISTRIBUTION

Original! COMINCH, TU.S. FLEET (1)
Advance: COMINCH, 1,8, FLEET (1)

CINCPAC (3)

Copy tot COM LCI (G) GROUP SIXTEEN

COM LOI (L) FLOTILIA SIX
coM LeI (L) FLOTILLA FOURTZIEN
COM PHIE GROUP SEVENW

COM PHIE GROUP ONE

COM UDT PHIBS PAC

COM LST FLOTILLA SIXTEEN
0OM LCI (L) FLOTILLA THREN
COMLCS FLOTILLA THREE

COM PEIB GROTP TWELVE

COM DES RON SIXTY*THREE
COM FIFTH PHEIZ FOR

COM PHIB FOR
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1
<

,“1);1{‘.. 5 "'
- (CONF IDENTIAL)
SHIP ___4

NUWBER OF PLANES TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY CWN R odv
_ TYPE _WNATESY

A) OF THOSE ATTACKING OWN SHIF _
B) OTHERS 1
SPEED AND ALT|TUDE™OF APPROACH I KNOTS
#1 (300 KNOTS, STEEP DIVE)
#2 [ 150 TO 200 KNOTS, 190 FEET
#3 [ 150 TO 206 KNOTS, 10§ FEET
NUMBER OF GUNS FIRIN S=AZMM, 4= ﬂﬂ
AUMUNIT ION EXPENDED 4ﬁﬁmﬁeg4ﬁas., 200
NO_EXPENDITURE_ALLOVANCE
NETHOD OF CONTROL _ LOCAL _ — WETHOB OF SPOTTING _
WETHOD OF RANGING — JNDIVIDUEL_ _ _ “ETHOD COF FIRTNG
hg_TP ACKLNG

APPquIHATE TI t FIH&T uFuT T0 T
APFROXTMATE POSITION ANGLE CPEN rIPE
#1 (50 DEGREES

6.

#2 (1§ DEGREES

#3
APPROX 11,
i1
ie
F ]

APPROX | LATE

; #3
APPROXTL

APPROX1IATE
il

i

ATE POSITION ANGLE CEASE
@3 DEGREES
10 UEGREES]
ON 1MPACT)
BEARING FIRST SHOT
P97 REL.)

£9¢ REL.
270 REL,
T ~.—i||.-T

ATE RANGE FIRST ¢

'-|| h'r (|
W LR

1@ DEGREES
FIRE

EARING LA
-.-'—..'J |’|[ ‘l
27 ”EL.J
STRUCK f'wi) 3

f-l

=

Fo
o
M RANGE AIRCRAFT APPROACHED = = ALTITUDE OF PLANE

6 FT.)
20 FT.

UDE OF PLANE
12000 FT,)
100 FT.
108 FT.

#1 (20 FT.E
#2 (80 FT.

#3 (6o FT.i #3 (1upacT)
APPROXI VATE RAN £ LAST SHOT == ALTITUDE OF PLANE
#1 (190 vDs.) #1 (IN WATER) (DOWNED)
#2 (4000 YDS,) ¥2 (190 Fr.}
% yﬁ ILPACT) #3 (30 FT. IMPACT)
ceg2@dy24,423, - -
26, PLARE SHOTDOWR:— 2 (SURE
&l ETInEWEGHJﬁmwwLFJ il W S
28'.i¥CHA%EOFAIUHHJ?# GQ0p T o NN AL B
29s MATERIAL FAILURES _ _1_4 AWMED_TOVERANXT JUS ™ LOADLT
3Gs SKETCH (SEE FOLLOWTNG pm:.Eu']Jll f' VEFARATLTS ORI
31« THIS REPORT INVOLVES ENEMNY SUICIDE TATICS. . INFORMATION REQUESTED
IS ANSWERED AS NEARLY AS CIPCUUSTANCES PERMITTED.

Crtre

CHARLES J« MACKRES
LT. (JG) USNR,

€
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