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"INTO A FAR COUNTRY,"

On Saturday, October 9-1943, MARVIN R, BEMIS, an elghieen-yenrs-
old v1llage boy of Michigen {who had never seen the ocean) leflt
Detroit with & group of inductees on & long railroad Journey to
Farragut, Idaho, to take baslo tralning to become Sallors in the
great Unlted States Navy;--the largest navy the world has ever
knovin ;--14,000 shipsl

The first stop made by theae traveling young Amerlceana was at
the great city of Chicago where they had t¥o hours in which to gee
sowe of that famous, usy city, Marvin wrote from there:-

"Wo have just arrived in Chlcago and everything is Tine, Had a
nlece trip coming out here, There are 83 of us in the group and sll
of them are swell people," ‘

Exclted and happy over their first vislt to a strange clty,
'Marvin and his companions expectantly  resuned thelr Journey. Their
traln , 1its thundering power reverberating far and vide, plunged
along through the great American 8ceng,~-cliles and farms, many
people, many rivers, far horlzons, deep mountain paspes, days of
Deny unusual scenes, nights of advenburous darkness made musical
by the englne's long whistles as stations and towns flash by ond
vanish;-—across’W1aconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, Montana into
Ideho, {known to the Indlans as "Light of the Mountains'). Beyond
the Rocky Mountains, beyond the Bitter Root Mountains, into a
beautiful valley deep in the heart of the Coeur D'Alene Mountalng,
the panting train cane to a stop at half-past elght at night on
Monday, October 11lth, at the United States Naval Training Station
known as Camp Vard,

The valley where this camp 1s sheltered is completely surrounded
by high, rugged mountains whose sumnits are wWhilte with snow, The
nearest city of Ampobtance is Spokanse, Waahington, twenty miles svay,

And a0 thls young Apprentice Seaman settled down to the work of
drilling and bscowlng physically fit for the lmportant dutles of an
American Sallor in the great GLobal Fan,:




A Scene of Peace in Wiscousin's Darryland

\ Marvin's traln passed through Wisconsin on hils way Lo the
mountains of Idaho,
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Two nlles down the valley from Camp Ward, at the foobt of the snowy
pesks, there 1s a large lake known as LAKE PEND ORFLLE; vhoiie shores
are adorned wlth pine and fir and spruce and whote walors ure no
uarvelously clear that it 1s easy to see ten or fifteen Teet below
i1ts surface. On the farther shore of this blue lake stande » cread
cliff, as rugged and mighty as the Unlied States Navy itself. To
thls spot of grandeur, down a road through scenery of great beauty,
these young sallors march through the crisp cold alr to perfect
thelr Inowledge of rowing boats,

Every morning there 1s the lmpresslve cerenony of"Steanding Colors",.

That 1s,--relsing the Flag; followed by dolng the i8-count manual of
arms; and then thelr physical exerclase to band mslc, Finally comes
marching with the exhilaratlion of the spirited music of the band,
ending by passing in review before the "Gold DBrailds",

On Monday, Noveisber 8th, he went on 12 hours "Liberty" and took
the opportunity to vislt Spokane., Spokane 1ls a handsome clty sltustbed
in a beautiful natural perk in a valley through which flows the
Spokane Rlver with a serles of cascades in the heart of the city; and
1t 18 the center of pgreat forests of white pine. The group of young
sallors had a good time in the city and dldn't geht back to thelr camp
until 2:00 ALHM,




! [, CAPTAIN FRANK HARRISON HELLEY, USN

' Commandant of the U. & Naval]
| Training ‘Station; Farragut; Idaho,
The tralning of thess apprentice seamen turned out most
. succespfully. ¥arvin's coupany, nwiber 898, numbering 1.8
cten, won the Camp Ward pennant for proflclency in milltary
f“%tirill and climaxed thelr success the next day by vinnlng
$§ the statlon pennanti Marching off the fleld In hligh
Gy Ainlmation and buoyaney, thelr captain, R. N. Hurray,
4 o chlef petty officer of fine military bearing, proudly
declared that they were the sharpest company he had ever

deent come through Farrasut,

JeliPey,

On Tuesday, December 7th, in & company of sevently
sallors, MHarvin left Farragut wilth its six training caups and
approximately 40,000 men, to journey back home on » Furloush. out
of the Bltter Root~Mountains rushed thelr train on the Horthern
Pacific Rallroasd, down into a valley in Hontena where the !lssouln
River Ilows by the little lumber town of Mizmgoule, A st otop
there permitted the sending of telegrame. Then beran bhe Jong,
railroad Journey across Montana; through Butte L Silverbow County
nearly 6,000 feet up on the west slnle of a range of the Rociky
Mounteins, the center of sreat copper, sold and silver rines ;
through the city of Billings on the Yellowstone Rived and near the
Beartooth National Parest; Into "Tho Lend of the Dakotea”, through
the capital clty of Blamsrck on the Hissourl River ncroso the
fillion-and-a-~half dollar bridge and out over the wide prairles
towardn Pargo, 200 miles away to the east on the Red River of the
Northe Only & oause in Fargo and then on to the twin cltlea of
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mlmmeapolls and Saint Faul, 240 mliles awgy, and the howes ol tlhree
quarters of a wllllon people, on the great Hississippi River;--1ilie
FPather of Waters. At Milnneapolls are the famous Falls of Salint
Anthony and nearby are the lilnnehaha Falls, where Hiawatha

"Heard tlie Falls of Minnehaha
Calling to him through the silence™

In thelr Tifty foot drop in the Minnehsha River. Salat Paul, the
capital of Kinnesota)lﬂ # c¢lty founded on n solld rock,

And so traveled these American sailois tirrough Aerlea, M ond
on, hour after hour, day and night, always feeling the throb of
that heavy train, apeoding ever towards home., As with ITlavatin ao
wlth Mervin:-

"At each strlde a wmlle he meagured ;
Yét the way seemed long before hlm,
And his heart outran his Tootsteps,”

But at length the tall towers of Chicago with 1ts three snd a
half wlllien people on the shors of Lake Mlchigen greeted then,
Then came & taxi ride to the wrong station and snother TurLow A
drlve to the right station, They rushed pell wmell throusht that ’
great intricate rallrosd depot, along corrldors, up stalrs, dovn
atairs,-—flnally Just making their traln on the HMichigon Coutral
Reilroad, It was late afternoon, Thursday, Deceriber ninth, when
thelr long train stesed haughtlly into the great cathiedral-llke
statlon at Detrolt where larvin's delighted faudly met Lili with
the famly car to take hln back -0 HOME,




Hls Turlough days were sgpent in visiting old Triends and Tl Lisry
plocesj-~bowling in Blrminglen, pictures in Pontiee, »ilry, in
Poyal Cek, business in Biy Deaver,

.

0a Decewber S7th, now es "larvin Bemds, Seowwn 4,6," he bopen

the retura telp to i:ls como. The first stop vas Culcipo. There e
tede the Durlington Route R.Re up through Tmibuque, Iows, i Lhe
Hisslaalppd, and m lnte Virpceanedn; puesing Llorouca ‘o fronae,
happlly sltuated on her three rivers;--tue eslioalpod, the Lotroonn
and the Bladk;--9 olyy prospering in the center of o rich dalryr
eountry, The ride to Oaint Payl vas uneventful; and ln tunt uiiy he
boarded the Hoprthern Pacific traln and settled down for Lhn L,
ride through cltlep ard sunsblne, throush mmuhod e o bhironsh Lhe
nlght, to Spokane and his Kaval Training Station In the Tuhuo ralley.

"through Mountoine and through the Hirhg,®




Late in January, iv4e, Jarvin was tranaferred to Lle
naval tralning statlon at Grent Lakes, IlLinois. They
left ¢nnp in o Img troop troiln vhich folloved o difTerent
route in 1ts irlp eastward,

At Billings, Hontann, the traln turned L~ the soubhierat,
crossing the Blg Horn River flowinp dovn Trom tue Rocleyr
hountains;--a rugged, Pilcturesgue river vith some of ihe
nost beautlful scenery in North Auerlen along its vild Leuks,

Cutting across Wyoming through Sheridentonce the BGehe
of flerce Indlan bottles), they crossed the Peider Rlver,
bassed through $1lllette and entered the Black Nills;--n VILNG,
Torbidding mountain group extending %o the north over v, Lo
Bquare miles vith peals 5,000 to #,000 feet Dlsh, Onee the
Sloux Indlans controlled the  dark fastnessces of thane
mounteing, Then came the vhite men snd tonk 100,000,000, in
gold fron their deep minses,. '

Cutting acrogs South Dakota and the Cheyenne and Vhite
Rlvers, thelr thundering, rubling brain, vibrant vith Lhe
bover of 1ts locomotive,the shrill vhistle shirieklng Cefinnce
acrosahhose great plalne, rolled »n dovn into Nebranke.,
Broken Bow with itg 4,700 peonle, the Platie River, Lincnln,
the capital, Orahn, the blg busy rallroed clty, vith itn
homes hack on the bluffs and 1ts business bouses dovn Ly Lhe
llssouri Rlver, vere all left behind,

Qpposlte Omaha, in Iowa, ip Council Bluffs, Foup miles
from the Missouri pige the high Bluffs on whose crests the
whltes and Indlans held Councll, On, ever eantrerd, to
Des Holnes, on the Des Moines and Hacenon Rivers, {a city of
neny brideee), they crossed the creet Misslesipng River rnad
came to rest at Great Lakes, I1ll., 1n the training stetion
on the ghore of Take Michipgen, 45 ilep Trom Chicago, There
Harvin lg to take an elght weeks course in thelr basic
Ingineering Schoal j-~with frequent "Liberty" over veelt~enda
to visit his hone,




in a "Liberyy"
o0p train of fifteen coaches, The train lost several
hours tine crosalng Indlana ang Chio,

Diegel engines, mathamatics, mechanica}l drawing anda
shop theory, g "phyaioal hardness" set~up for an hour
every night, and onge a4 week 8 hike of about seven mileg

in North Chlcago with one mlle of double time,
.2 #*

*

old and ¥indy, byt g&y and happy night, through
the villagpa, through the wooda, undaep the stars ang the

Rev, Frank L. Pitch at tne hour of midnignt
in the bardonage of Zaint Paul's Methoqigs
Ghurch in Monroe, Michigan, The fsame

0
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U. 8. HAVY March 10-1944
"Sonny~boy came in on & big bird."

So sald Marvin's little sister, Barbara, (nearly three yrg old)
in telling how her hero brother flew in from Chleago on hla weel-
end 66, hours of "Liberty".

To him,"as an exalted spechtator of the earth", it was a glory
gpot in his 1ife. Ninety minutes bright with the exhlilaration of
the magic carpet of old, His fLirst air plane flight.
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CAPT. #. R.HARRIS,




L. 5 HAVY

NAVY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
SERVICE BCHOOLS

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
This certifies that
Marvin Rohr BEMIS, B84 41 60, B2¢, U, 5. Neval Reserve,8V
'has satilsfactorily compléted thé prescribed course of
study at the Class "A" Service 8School, U. B, Naval
Training Btatlion, Great Lakea, Illimois, in Group III

{Basioc Emglneering),

this 80th day of March, 1944,
| H. R, HARRIS

Captaln, UBHR

On March 3ist "M, Benls Fireman §/c¢" arrived, wlth
& class of naval stulsnts, at Richmond, Virginla.

From Great lakes they had traveled in railroad
coaches through Indlana, Ohlo, Pemmsylvanls, West
Virginla, liaryland, the Dilstrlct of Columbla and down
into warm, hospiiable Virglnla to that old Confederate
clty resting on her seven hills, It was a most
enjoyable Journey. Passing through WASHINGTON, the
great Caplital City, these young seamen gazed with eager
intensity through thelr car windows at the lmpericus
Washington Monument and the glorious dome of the Capltol,
---Whilte and sacredly impressive in the warm sunlight, --
ineredibly beautiful--{over the dome the Natlon's bright

~—rinColors float perpetuslly)---dominating the scens as the

w2potheosis of all their traveling, stwiying, drilling,
salutling,~~-thelr unlforns, thelr brave, haughty muslec,
thiér Proud citlzenship---There they 8tood; strong,
Seli-sufflcient, supreme above all the 1

_ and--Thelr Landl

pu
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Marvin has added on this trip to his collectlon of
American Rivers,--the Wabash,{and 1ts storiled banks, so
falr in-the moonlight), the Ohio, Monongahela, Shenandoah,
Potomac,Rappahamnock and the James., Also he has met the
Alleghany Nountains, the Shenandoah Mountaina and the
Blue Ridge lMountains of Virgilnia.

For flve weeks in Richmond he will take an Intenslve
course in Diesel engines in hils camp of 2,200 men, which
1z right in that old historic olty on the James Rlver, He
says,--"The longer I am here the better I 1ike s AL

The Commanding Officer at this camp ls
c{)ﬂﬁﬂﬂnder R. A' ROSE, FHV(G')U.S.N.R.

~ On April 8vth, 19044, Marvin was transferred to Bolomons
Island for his final studles, culminating in a two--weeks
crulse down Chesapenke Bay and far out into the Atlantjc
Ocean on hia firsi ship.,

Hie camp at Solomons, Maryland, was a beautiful plece . *
where the sun shone warm and bright all day long, glristening
on the waters of historilc Chesapeake Bay,

He wap assigned temporarily to an L.C.I.{Landing Craft,
Infentry) ship and the crew's firat duty on shipboard wag
practiclng beaching at nearby Cove Point, His enthuslasm
ran high. He knew the enginel He knew how to run the ship!
During the beaching practice they 1ot an anchor, Alter
conslderable effort it was recovered; bub by that tlme the
tide was oub; so they spent the Intervening hours in Bwlmnlng

.the bow of the ship. Then came the ocean irip, Their ahip,

the "L.C.I,(L) 485 FLOTILIA NINE", carryling five 20 my guns
was under the command of a sklpper and three ensgigne, And.

that firet shopt voyage was one of exhilaration and the Joy

of feeling 1ike an "ola salt", Two weeks afloat, and on hip
return to port he received 15 letters in the mail distribution,
Then came a real asslgnment, His ship to carry a draft of 200
troops (a capacity load) down to Little Oreeks.—an all-day - -




LCl {Landing Craft Infaniry) 157 {1
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On Memorlal Day, 1944, Marvin's ship came in and was mooredl
for a couple hours at Pler 10 at Solomons. Then away again
for gun practice. A plane towed the target and all Tive gSuns
flred at once; with a deafening report,

And the planes were practiocing, too;~-Aroppling a bomb onto
an old barge and blowing 1t out of exlshtence amid o thirty-
foot geymer of white foaming water and a deep, far-rolling

thunder, -
And one day they slmost ran Into another ship;--but they

didn't. No dull moments in the Navy.

Then for relaxation there was a six-hour "Liberty" one
Sunday evening in the very pretiy town of Cambridge, Marylend,
on the Great Choptank River;--a mellow evening in late Spring
in that genial Maryland climate; bright lights, crowds on the
atreets, generous libations AT deslred, an evening to linger
pleasantly in this sallor's memory.
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The romance of new adventurse
of travel and everwchanging
gcene, ag they ride through one
great city after another, day
and night, over America'’s umighty
rallroads to the far South-wesi,
has sgain broughl Xeen enJoyment
to Marvin and hls pallor buddles

in a Jjourney from Solomons to 'éé ' f'..:-fk\r
Orange on the Sabine River in N R
Texas, From Chemapeake Bay to ST _ ﬁ‘fﬁ“@krﬁQSE“*’

the Gulf of Mexico. g
They left Solomons in a bus S
bound for Washlington, bul were
so crowded that they commandeered
an empty bus that was following
them; so Marvin and aboul twenty
more cccupled that bus in comfort
the rest of the way in to the
Capital, which they reached at
8 P.M. Then thelr skipper gave -
them three hours to do as they )
pleaged in the brighily-lighted, congested streeta of that .~
modern, sophlsticated, over-crowded, lntense eliy.---They
spent a glorious three hours on its thronging avenues gay
with flashing theatres, hotels and restauwrants, mighty
wlth stupendous architecture, with powerful rulers control-
ing the fate of many distant peoples. In high zest of life
thle group of Uncle Sam's Ballors of the Sea wlismayed by
the majesty of Greek or -Roman columns, or by the exalted
ranks of dignitaries high in the councils of war or diplo-
macy, laughing at thekrafric congestlion and the eager crowds
of government clerks anq%xecutivea out for the evening, -
spent thelr free time looking 'em over. But at eleven P.M,
:ﬁ:iziizggazi?;:épzii:d ;utlof-that great world Capital and
That oan eaual i slowly falllng asleep in thelr berths,
the 4 e majesty of a great passenger traln thunder-
%ggﬁhi ough the nlght, the clicking of mwtal on ralls,
wh?m’;"f-ﬁﬁidﬁiﬁtﬁ’wfﬁﬁ 20pS, "meeping, entiolng chinme
¢ the P & feeling of securlty in the mwight
: t rushing power. At 8:30 A.Y,: the next morning they
ere 1ln the diner enjoylng a breakfast of bacon and . .
meal and very g00d coffee, And as in ogEs, oat
g 8 ay ale they could geo me

Tamed Blue ni
dge Mountaing bright 1n the early light of a new
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day in Virginia, For 400 mliles they rode through
Virginia-~heautiful farms, fair citles, and always the
blue mountains on the western horizon, Late In the day
they entered Brlstol, Virginila and Tennessee} with the
gtate 1line running through the center of the maln street,
From the car window 11t looked lilke a nlice litile clty
with busy crowded streets.»##0n through Tennespee with
the acenery stlll beautiful,--Alabama--liississippi-—and
New Orleans, Loulsilana, where they had twelve hours to
see the wonders of thabt old vity. The Misslssippl River
ig of greai{ lmportance in that city and Marvin went down
to 1tse shore to see the developmente there, He liked that
clty and had a good time there untll mldnlight. Then once
again away on the traln and at nine A.M,, June 5-1044,
they were in orange.

Marvin likes hils present offlcers bebter than any he
hag had yebt; end he says,--"The crew I am In ls sure made
up with a swell bunch of guys",

On June B8th their fine new shlp was commlsosioned and
they went aboard, They spent several days of hard work .
getting her in shape for the "shake down" cruise down 46
Galveston, which was Degun on June 18th. Then Ffollowed
several weeka of long, interestlng days of cxrulsling in the
Gulf, buffeted by the blg waves of that sunilt, tropical
sea, feellng the swell under his ship as he writes letters
home, putting in at frequent lntervals at Texas ports-—-
Corpus - Christi--Galveston;--a 1ittle fishing,--a little
mal de jerj--a Sailor and his Ship preparing Tor greal events,

In Galveston, protected by its great Sea Vall, to hold
back the Gull of Mexico when 1its walters are raging towards
the clty, Marvin'e wife and mother took up temporary
resldence 4o be near him whenever he had & "Liberty",

Then there are those warm summer nights when the shin is
snchored some distance out in the bay where the six—fooh
porpolses {blulsh-black back, white beneath} are splashing,
i;;gz;t:hzizzgzivin one directlon 1s Texas City; and on the

eston glows with 1ts many lights., And the

stars are bright over Texas and ths uoonl,
1 3 t h :)
the Gulfk gt shines across
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"2017 Avenue K
Galveaton, Texasn
June 2P-iwsg

— A —— v -

"Galveston is a beamutiful clty, We are situated
about four blocks from the Gulf where people beach
nearly every day;--including the Bemis‘'s! To me the
Gulf is very faacinating;——breathwtaking, iIn fact, The
waves, when the tlde comes in, seem angry at the many
people en)oying the maddening peauty of 1t all, Ab times
they are quiet, as if they were asleep, or perhaps grown
very old and tired; again, theﬂromp and play with the
delight of a child over o new toy. Thelr tovs, hovwever,
are dlfferent; for they play with the ships and lives of
our men,

"Honest, it does do something to your soul---to
walk along the shore at night with the salty breezo
blowing your hair and carregsing your skin; a moon and
stars dilligently watching, you wondoer if', when daylipht.
comes, the blg problem of war is not a nlghtmare; for
there as you slowly stroll the beach you forget everything;
everything but peace, contentment and those you hold most
dear to your heart. You see, 1t casts a spell over you,

—— e

"For now, good bye and God bless you.
"Sincerely,

-

"Martha Bemlg,*
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The great Day of ealling, so long expected, came at lasthl
One morning early in July, 1lva4, their ship, the

"UnSeseLoGJIh{L) 1006"!

e —

of whlch they were so proud, a fine new unit in the amnphlbloug
Torce of the Navy, moved out of her harbor at Galveston and,
manned by her crew of 26 happy, tense, excited young Amerlceans,
{Hexvin and his Buddlea) headed boldly out into the Gulf and,
Pldding Tarewell to the Btates, was off for the Oaribhesn BSen,
the Panama Canal and the far Paclfic Ocesan,

The water was rough, but the nystery of the Unknown
outwelghed all other thoughts, And then there folloved long
deys of calm seas, golden days of sunshine when the waves wore
full and oven, ---never-ceasing, ~-~beautiful vith the Ineredible
blue of trople waters. The great, spreading, magnificent Guil
of Mexlco sparkled in the warm southern breeze and sunshilne
untll 1t seemed to dazzle the brain as Well as the eyen by its
maglce. They watched schools of Tflying fish and wondered aboub
digtant ships passing on the sunlit horizon, At night the
brillliant phosphorescent glow in thelr wake was ever a source
of admlration,

Steering a course south-east through the Btrait of Yucatan
they crossed the route followed by Cortez and his Conquistadors
Trom Cuba to Mexlco 400 years agos{Far to starboard lay Yuecatan,
that anclent land, once the home of the systerious Mayan Race,)

Entering the Caribbesn fea they set their course for Colon,
pasged slowly through the Panama Cansl into the Gulf of Panamsa,
putting in at Panams c¢lty, the capltal of the South Anerl can
country of Panans.

Alter a week at se8, out of sight of land, they had reached
a foreign shore-~-~Paname j-—-a land of palms,--{and bananasc at
seventy cents a bunch.} Marvin's shore Lleave Included & bup
ride, lce cream, bowling, moving plchures.
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On July 15th, 1944, they lefi the olty of Panama. Thelr
sturdy ship voyaging out into the Paciflc on her way to
Polyneela, Oceania, Asis, {vwhere War is Iflashing and
thundering), moved steadlly forward in proud defllance,

Sometimes on those long, umeventful days afar on that
great calm ocean (where they even forget the dsy of the
woek) his thoughts reverted to the happy Little cottage
in an o8k grove on a hill near Cass Lake in Oakiand County,

Michigan, U.S8.A.

And then, evaningé;t the close of thbse sunny days, the
ocean was mantled wiih the overwhelming, colorful glory of
the setting sun, A sea of glowlng, burnished, crimson-gold
envelopdng his ship with mystical splendor.

A few daye out they had a jolly interlude in the ship's

routine,
They crossed the Equator!
Thereby invadlng the domain of Neptune, Rex, who came

aboard and peremptorily commanded that all walnitiated
Polywogs De forthwith brought before him august presence
to learn the mysteries of hims court and empire. The capiain
and his orew were charged with entering that sacred realm
full speed ahead under cover of darkness, guns mroned, the
men on watch,--{for mermaids)! A most grlevous offense! But
His ¥Majlesly devised & series of fitting penalties for those
amphibidous Polywogs which, rather than be thrown to the
sharks, they wiilingly, even Joyously, accephed; emerging
somevhat the worse for wear, but happy to be tough Bhell Backs
in King Neptune's amnolent realm,

o

On August 3rd they reached their first port. After a couple
days of heavy seas, when their shlp was tosseed about like a
toy, they approached land; one of the Islands of the legendary,
languorous Bouth Seas, known &s Borabora, or Bolabola, A most
interesting island to those adventurous American eailors,
Borabora 18 in the Leeward Aroup of the Boolsty Islanda; a
group of volcoanic islands with high mountaina, and surrounded
with coral reefs,

The ‘dark-skinned natives put out to the ship 1n their
canoes Lo sell, or trade for clgarettos, beads, grass skiris
and bracelets, They were lean, tall men with very big feet,
Their beads wers made from ses shells,
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Since boyhood Marvin had wanted to viaii a land where
he could see bananag growing and could plck them from the
trees himself, Now was hls opportunlty in this sirange
tropical isle, Bo one bright day he andl two other eallors
made thelr way far back into the dense, hot Jungle. They
climbed n hill so high and steep that 1t took two howrs
of hard work, sometimes on thelr hands and knees;--but at
last they found some banana trees bearing blg bunches of
green bananss. Pleased with thelr succesas each srlilor took
a bunch and started on the returm trip to thelir shlp, On
the way they also gathered a few cocomnuts., And so they
returned, ladened with the fruilt of the troplos gathered
by their own exertions; and at least one boyhood dream
happily fulfilled.

"It certalmly was & lot of fun.”

After a stay of three days at Bolabola their ship agaln
Proceeded on her Journey, steering a stralght course for
New Caledonia. Marvin was ever impressed with the beauty
of the troplc nights, The constellation of the Southern
Cross glittering high in the clear 8Ky, and all too
peaceful 1o belleve that the world is at war,

New Caledonia is an island of Melanesia, washed by the
Coral Sea, where coffee and gold, Plnespples and silver,
abound, The approach to Noumea, the capital, 1s lnteresting,
A good harbor breaks the coast line and there, beyond the
sun-soaked beach, 1s a city of 10,000 people, basking between
sea and mountains, in the genial somolence of the tropics,

Their shlp made only a short oall at Noumea. Marvin went
ashore once, and then they got an outboard motor for their
small boat and had a grand time dashing arownd the fine harbor
under that power,

Noumes is g strange, interesting port to the eyes of
Aﬁerie?ns. The many shops offering beautiful native trinkets
("cats' eye" necklaces and carved shell belts,) the req ﬂtoné
countryside housea on the steep mountain slopes, the blg trees
wlith thelr righ abundance of brilliant red blogsouws, and many
gf the dark skinned natives with thair hair dyed or;nga.
Butterfly rum" and native barefooted women contrast with
and American soldiers in sunt helmets and sunten uni

Then away again goes Marvin's ship,

eeps
forma,
leaving that colorful




1,5, HAVY

gpot with ltas shops shlimmering In that Ilerce beatlng
punlight, as it fades quickly into the horlzon.

They voyaged north through the Coral Bea, with the
weather growlng warmer and warmer every day as they
drew nearer to the equator; unidll one day, late in
August, they dropped anchor in port at a large island
where palm trees waved in the listless breeze ap
plentiful as the oak trees are back home,

One day when they Were close to shore he sav s
native boy walking on the beach and carrylng a knife
nearly two feet long. {He felt safer in his ship,)

The natlves live in grass huts and the young women
wear grass skirts---onlyl Quite spproprlate to that
hot cllimate,

But they were never long in one port. Their ship
wag ever off to some other unknown destinatlon among
thoste many lslands, encli one with its own strange
touch of life,

There was one lgland blessed with the blue mystery
of distant hills;--beautiful as the hills of Michigen,
But when Marvin went ashore on the sun-hardened corel
beach he could hear rattlesnskes giving thelr erafty,
insidlous, rattling wernings in that forbidding,
tangled Jungle; so those sallors never venbtured far
from the shore,

Always there was the 1ntense heat and the natlves
in thelr grass skirts; but always there were more and
wore lslands to vislt and a fresh breeze blowing as
soon as they got underway, They visited many a
gllstening green and white palm-Tringed shore, drowsy
in the heat of the tropics, but they always found
excellent flshing, friendly, swarthy natives and
Amerlcan Soldlers} And so Marvin, his buddies and
thelr staunch American ship proceeded on their duties
over bright blue seas with the excliing feeling that
something big was about %o occur;--perhaps at the
next port,
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One tlime when thelr ship stopped at some lsland,
{offlelally nameless) to take on water, an other LGI
boat had also put in there; and to Marvin's great
delight he found among the crew one of his buddien
who had gone through both service schools with hinm,

Again one night on one of those ever-entlcing
lslands Marvin went down to the dock to help purl
in their smell boat, The night was black, They were
Loving cautiously about thelr task, when suddenly
Marvin took a 8tep aside and realized too late that
he had stepped off into Nothingness! Down he plunged
through the Styglan darkness of an Oriental night
Without & moon! D 0 W Novemewe— s Would some wierd,

ucouth creature of that ever-present, eternal Jungle

ruah_out and get him at last? Noi Glory bel! With o
&reat Splash he fell into the warnm kindly waters of
the calm tropic sea; and Neptune, Rex, returned this

tough Shell Back to the protecting circle of his
laughing comrades,

And so they went 8~voyaglng, through sudden
Bhowers and bright sunehlne, about thelr Country's
business of ®¥imning the war agalnst Japan, &

Then there was that

-

Night of the Stornl

When the fierce
fury, which sometimes whips up so suddenly In those
seas, vented 1lts rage on their failthful little ship.
Violent tempestis swept the roaring blllows during
that nlght of blackneaa., A fearful, turbulent gea
selzed upon thelr rugged LCI; but she outrode. all of
the mighty Ocean's challenge and vindictive tuiult,
and in triumph greeted the sudden glory of another
troplc dawn. Some of the shlps got lost Trom the
quadron that hlack mlght, but repgained thelp
posltions when daylight broke,
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Buring these months of interesting adventure aiong
the South Sea Islande, Marvin's nain base was in Mew
ulneaj--a great mountainous island, the second Larpest
in the world. Most of the island havling been long ww.er
domlnation of the Britlish Crown, the half-savape natlve
warriors are flercely loyal 1n the service of lils
Britannic MalJesty, King George VI, and exceedingly
bitter in thelr hatred of the Japanese lnvaders,

On the day after Christmas {1944) larvin wrote froa
the Philipplnes; {on a long plece of captured Jap
officlal paper.) They had enjoyed a good Christmas
dinner and a radio progran of Christmas imslc; but no
Christmas mwall had reached them;--nelther letters, nor
cards, nor packasges. He Tound quite a difference between
the Philippine natives and those whom he had seen on the
other islands where his ship had put in. Strangly
beautiful islands, some ofthem; welrd and silent and Tull
of hazards back in those preciplious mountains rising

dark blue against a brillisnt sky. :
But with his advent intoc the Philippine archlpelapo

his real service beglns. Now he is playing with Lighining!
Days of intense tropic heat, nights of wunparalleled ntarry

grandeur, the maglc of golden sunsets, sti1l contlinue;
but the "LCI[L} 1008" must land men Tor lacArthur. Wiih

all itas speed his ship rushes through the pounding surf,
hitting the shore like & maddened jmonster of the deepr. The
roaps are lowered and the Amerdcans pour Torthl Again and
again and again does the "1006" respond to the urge of her
englnea, under Marvin's control.

Fl
C

Those sallors performed thelr duty wlith such a v11ll and
such adroltness, particularly in one instance, thaol thelr
Commanding Cfflcer gave each wman & letter of lulgh
commendation to be placed with thelr records, telllng of
his great pleasure and satlafaction at the way in whlich
that important Job had been accompliphed.




The quiet harbor in Port Moreshy, New
Cuinea, was (o have heer the jump-off
peinl for o jap assault on Ausiralin,
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LCI IN ACTION, They rush into shallow water,
the ramps are dropped and fighting men wade in
to a beachhead.

They have been Bhrough several alr atiacks.

New Year's Eve, 1944-19v45, was a most excliing night.
Almost all of that night- they stood General Quarters.
uarvin says,--"Just at mldnight the Tireworks started to
1irht up the Bky. But they only lasted a few minutes at’

a tiae™,

It was January 35th, 1945, before the Christmas mail
caught up with the fleet. Marvin's share was 34 letters
and four boxes. But this pleasant interlude was well esrned.
Tor a month they hal been very active.; taking part in
the operations around Mindora and Lugzon of the 7,000
islands in the Philippines. The "10056" played well her
part for the reconquest of the Philippime capital ;--the
anclent clty of Memnila;--known as the "Pesyl of the Orient";
--& gplemdid city on Manila Bay with 300 yeera of Spanich
culture, The famed golden sunsete of that historic Bay,
wlth slowly floating clouds of purple and orange coming
in from the China 8ea, once more reflect their Oriental
glory onAmerican war ships as they did in the days of Devwsay,
Life for these sailors has become one long unbroken
Adventure, Many of the natives of Luzon have Joined
Guerrilila organigations, They look savagely tough and

they are as tough as they look. {As the Japs have found out.,)
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They like to go aboard the Americans' sghips and drink

" 11‘36.“
thelr surprisingly very cold water., They have "acqu
plenty of Japanese money which they give freely to the -

aallors,

After some wesks of intensive stuily while aboard ship
Marvin passed the required tests and 1s now rated ag, -~
"Electriclan's Mate, Third Class",--E,M,3/c.

Nonth after month "Landing Craft-1005" was held to her
task of landing marines on bostile shores, as one 1sland
after another was invaded and, by conqueat of AYME,
brought under American dominion, In the attack on the
isiand of Iwo Jima in the Voleane Islands, there were
40,uwd marines and 800 ships under Viee-admirai furnen,
Beck and forth endlessly rushed the ianding craft between
the great fleet and that rugged 1lsland protected by reefs
and cliffs and defended by thousands upon thousands of
fanatical Japanese, who alWays fought to the death with
ng ldea of swrrendering, .

There were occasional short lulls In these intense,
herculean struggles When the crew of the “100& " could
relax temporarily, Once they put in at Humboldt Bay on
the northern coast of Fapua, or butch New Guinea, where
they had their pletures taken in Holisndia } & port tucked
1n between the towering Orange Mountaing and the booming
waves of the Pacific Ocean. And theve was one carefree

night when Marvin ang Some of hils buddies caught a big
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mess of fish and then stayed up far into the starry nipght
cooking them. A feast to be remembered long afterwards,

The hot weather and frequent rains continued to prevall
gt the various ports and islands which they vislted, or
lnvaded, The swarthy, black-halred natlves never gel tlred of
bringing many thlngs to trafle Tor the sallors' clothes;--
untll the poor saillors, themsslvesd, are approachlng destitution,
But the Phillppinos are all very happy over the return of the

Amerlcans,
The "1006" put in at one port, omce frequented by all the

great ships of world commerce, and tled up at the bipg wharl)--
now a lonely, deserted spot, The men were given "liberty" to
viglt the burned ruins of what had been a beautiful,prosperous
clty before the hated Japanese Invaders rulned it;-~banks,
business blocks, homes;--all destroyed in one awful
conflagration set by that ruthless, cruel race, as the
returning victorious Amerilcans drove them from the ieland,

Many of the Islands lnvaded are really beautlful to see.
On the mountain sides are rows upon rows of cocoanut treses -
cocoanut groves sei In rilch patches of green grass, looklng
out over the shining sea whers the war ships of the Americans
gathered to bring vengeance on the destiructive, rapacious
inveders from the Land of the Mikado.

The fleet ls suppllied abundantly with cocoanuts, plnegpples
and bananas, much to the sallors’ enjoyment, '

The tropleal storms are always surprising. Onc nlght s
heavy driving raln deluged them withoub warniy fnd lested
two hourse, ¥arvin had his washing honglng on the line; ond
before he could get 1t down he was Boaldng vet,

-
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On August 17-1wdb Marvin (atill In the Philippines)
writes of the good news that Japan had surrendered on
August l4th, However, although the Iighting 1s over,
his ship 1s s8tl11) busily engaged in transporting troope
from one island to another,

One trip was farther south, out of the Phllippines,
Lo tow another ship back up to their port, That was an
unusually pleasant trip, Warn days of troplcal punshine
wlth o cool, refreshing ocean breeze blowins all day

across the deck of "1006", with the sea as amooth as
glass.Each day closed with the wonderful beauty of »
vivid Paclfic sunset;--a scene of glory ag the sun
descended in indescribable splendor on the ocean's
far rim, Then came the night; cool and calm, and.-a
blg bright moon rising to spread 1ts silverlight over
those far-reaching waters, And he says,--"About that
tlme I gel homesick", Mt at the end of thot voyape

he Lound wenty=rive Dleces of mail avaiting him,
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One of those leitters revealed a sirange incident.

A month before that tlme his ship hall been anchored
in a harbor at the 1leland of Leyte, southwest of
lmzon,after having transported troops to northern
Luzon, where the Japs were still fighting, Leyte ig

> & large, beautiful island with thlckly wooded mounts
alns nearly 4,000 feet high and rich, fertile valleys,
As he rested on deck he was watchlng the big war ships
riding at anchor farther out to Sea. Presently they
steaned najestically away into the horlzon, And one of
those letters told him that his brother-in-lsw had

been aboard one of those great ships which he had
walched fade from his view,

¥arvin,Welgle, Lehman, Serbach,
. Just before going on Libverty,

equipment, However, as

Jhe St111 has to stang watches, besides hig new duties,
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"September 9—/?§Q§’

"Leyte

"We Just got back from another trip. Firest place we
weni to was Ilollo, Panay. Ve unloaded thr troops there
and plcked up a few more., The next 8Lop WwWas o smadl
town on Negros Isiand, What do you think we plcked up there?
liuch to all of our grief we tock on two hwndred Jap
prisoners, Never saw a dirtler bunch of men. Ve wers
supposed to unload them at Cebu City, Gebu;--in fact
we did. But a half hour after we got them off some one
declded we had betiter take then to Leyte with umt So bauok
on they came. We Just got back this morning. Been waslilng
most of the day cleaning up the mess they mwnde. Tomorrow
we are to load troops again and take them to Zawboangs.,
iindanao,"{This trip took him through the Mindanac Sea,
the Bulu Sea and the Moro Guif.)"Hont of the troops we .
bring back to Leyte with us are headed Tor the Dtates,”

These 1glands that Marvin has been vielting are rich
and romentlc. Panay has tobacco and coffee and mountaing
flve thousand feet high, Negros has sugar cene, greatb
foreate and a volcano, Cebu has wine and gold ang gilver,
and the Cathedral Ban Nicolas. Zamboanga 18 surrounded
by & plaln covered wlth cocoanut groves and rilce fleldw, .
It was pettled thres hundred and ten years ago as a
defense against pirates and Moros.

#

Theﬂtrin south out of the Fhilippines is revenled to have
been:thachan in the great jungle island of Borneo, Lt vog
there that they piecked up the ship to he towed baecrk o Loyte,

Dorneo is a stranse land of teak, ebony, sanGel-vood,
gold, platinunm, dlamonds, monkeys, tigers, elephants,
rhlnocerog, erocodlles, brilliant butterflies; and, belng
one of the romantic spice 1slanda, there arc pepper, cloves,
nuimess, clnnamon and ginger, But When Marvin viclted 1t
the place looked degerted, He could sse whero the oll wells
used to be; and all of the storage tahks wore Wrociad.,

]

During most of higs gtay in the Philippines arviu nos
been based at Leytes They po imto dry dodt there and Load
troops at White Bea,chy,
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On one of Marvin's trips to Iloilo, Panay, ilc

was given “llberty” one evenlng from 1auu to Auiw,
B0 he and nls buddles went ashore to enjoy the slrhte
of one of the Philippines' leading commﬁroﬁpi centers,
It 1s pleasantly situated-on a low eside 3t

jo) antly on OF ﬂandyA eslde lto
excellant harbor, The Ileilo River also Tlows 2oeh the clty
to enter the sea after itso long run from the Central
Mountains, He found the city to be a pretty nlee place,

lost of the people are well sducated, The Tive hours

the salilors spenfon the streets of that clty offforti-
four thousand Andbelllpgent, frilendly poople with gaydshops
and general air of business, afforded them a most
bleasant relaxation, {Perhaps they reuweitbered & nlmllar
three hours apent one evening on the crowded streets of
Washington,) |

5k R AR e PR o e,

Bhrpriul 1 neb Budd '

(Referring to Budd Judd, his close friend back in
Big Beaver, ®ichigan. Now stationed at Msnila with

the 314ist Ordnance,---T1/4 B, W, Judd.)

"Sept, 223-1945
AL Bea, -

"Wo got Lo Manila at eleven o'clock yesterdsy morning.
We got llberty from 1800 until 1800, I declded Lo flnd out
from one of the information bffices In Manlla if Budd's
company was anywhere around, To my good fortune his con-
pany was located right out of town about four milaes. The
Information offlice showed ms on a map right where his EEs
outfit was, Well, in about an hour I was at his camp.
Budd wasn't there right then so I walied half an hour and
he came back. It took Budd a full minute to recognize me,
It was sure swell to see him., He goi permisgsion from his
Oaptain to come down to my ship with me and to stay over
nlght, We had a wonderful time, Last night we took a walk
up town for a while, And what a night to go walking, It
was ralning 'oats and doga', We wore some raln coats, but
they didan't do much good. By the time we got back to the
ship we wers both soaking wet., Nelther of us cared very
nuch, because we were both too happy to be with sach
other, I fixed up a bunk right next to mine.~--MARVIN,"

They had not meen each other since 1642, They hod theil
plotwres taken in the morning and then Budd went back Lo
hls cemp and Marvin's ship steamed amay to Legaspi,




Wihere, 300 years ago, Spanish!o:t‘fieers in their
gallant wniforms, proud of Spain's glory,~-tall,
handsome, commanding soldiers,--walked the streets
of this o0ld walled City of Manila, and where, three
Jears ago, the little Japanese soldlers, with
awvaggering arrogance, wers in temporary control,
that night Marvin and his boyhood village friend
et after three long years of war; and the American
Sailor and American Soldler walked the streets of
the ancient city (recovered by American arms }
undisturbed by the heavy downpour of rain, as they
compared notes and talked over the happy dsys of
the past,

General of the Army MacArthur and General Walnwright
met 1n conquered Tokyo and the world looked on admiringly
at the rewunion of those famous soldlers,

Then
E. M, 3/0 Bemin and 7/5 Judd met in the war-battered City
of Manlla and the rains poured down; but we who read this
know that this reunion ment as much- to the two young
non-commlssioned officers as did the brilliant one to the
@enerals in the Land of the Rising Bun,

e,
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' MARVIN AND BUDD ABOARD SHIP,

)




Marvin's ship left Leyte the latter part of September,
(1945} for a month of crulsing among varlous groups of
islands, plcking up Japanese prilgoners of war ant
transporting them to -Aparri, a port in Cagaysn Province,
in Northern Luzon. The islands vislted were Calayan, Fuga
and Xamiguin of the Babuyan group, Batan and Itybublt,

The trip to Aparrl 1s always hazardous ag it is In the
zone of the typhoone and the sea 1ls always rough and
turbulent. Thelr ships (there were iwo on this trip) muat
swing safely past the Cape of Eng%ﬁg through the Ching
Sea. The sea whlch can murnmur and sea whlch can roar in
violent commotlion. It 1s a shallo¥ harbor, but the only
safe port on the northern coast, No ship larger than an
L.C,I. can enter the Rlo Grande de Cagayan River,on whlch
the clty of 20,000people 18 bullt.

But eventuaslly they had to go into dry dock in Buble Bay
Lo repair damage done to the bow of their shlp by the
sharp coral rocks which swrround most of the islands they
vislied,

After leaving the dry dock they resumed moving the Japs
collected at Aparri down to the Port of San Fernsndo.

The entlre flotilla of which Marvin's ship 1s a part
1s under the command of the Phllippine -Sea Frontier,

~After gpending six days at Manila early in November with

liberty every afternoon and evening, Marvin's ship departed
on a two-day voyage to Casiguran Island,

On several of thoee days in Manila he went oul to see Budd.
Then they would drive back to the ceity 1n the evening in
Budd’'s Jeep and visit the night clubs, where they would sit
at a table and make plans for the future; or they would visit
the Red Cross where a full course dinner was served for one peso
(60cts) . In contrast, at another place they pald one peso each
for a"hot-dog"™ weiner roll,(And each of them ate three.] One

of the night olubs was quite a pretenious place. It had been
& private home before the War,
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On November nineteehth ithe njous” arrived at Leyte and

the crew recelved the pappy news that they were to leave
for the U.B.A, the next day. 8o, on November futh at noon
"1n & fleet of twenty ships they left the Philippinen bound for
the Marsh @1 Islands, 3300 hundred miles to the east, where
they were to make thelr first stop at Eniwetok, Two daya oub
of Leyte they were caught in the middle of a terriflc stomm.
01ld Neptunus, Rex, glving hils Bhell Backs, now tpo tough to care,
a fingl tempestous Bend-off, It raged a whole day with o Tury
as great as they had ever seen. But they rolde 1t oul and the
balance of the trip te Iniwetok was smooth 8alling over sunlit
waters. And the Thanksglving feast aboard ship was abundant and
satlsfying, In ten days from the Marspall Islands they reached
Pearl Harbor, {(Where all of thls awful waer began,) After leavi
Pearl Harbor thelr ship was dlsabled and they had to be t e
1200 miles into the beautifui bay at San Diego C&lgf ? 'oweﬁ L

- Ban Dlegol A crowded clty of palm-lined nt ' t e
Amonn ! reebs, Intensely
miiiigzééiiziab:yond 1t spreads the orange country where thirty

' ress s

splendior over the waerrzziliieizligig zig 8r32§ 1ﬂ ﬂmberhlighte§
below the distant 8now-capped peaks, P ° foot-hilis i

Utaﬁ}schgmewarﬂ Journsy took him through Californin, Nevadn,

Tral'l olorado, Kansap, Mlosouri, Illinois, to Great Lakes

rece?igg ﬁ;:ﬁ;on oqgf again, where this tlme, as a veteran, he
onorable Discharge. Then--U -

Big Beaver and: HOMEL 23 en--Chlcnpgo, Debrolt,

"
Home 1s the sallor, home from sea,”
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The Colors Are Passing By.

At Ban Diego U,.8, Naval Training Bchool where g8, Lo
recrults a year were drilled for duty with the Fleet,-













