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Serial 0152 U. S. S. IST 117

FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF,

CONFIDENTIAL 27 June 194,

The Coma.ndiné Officer,

Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet,
(1) TG 53,16

(2) CTF 53,

(3) Commander, Central Pacific Fleet,

Action Report LST 117 Tractor Group 53,16 June 17, 1944,

While enroute from Kwajalein, Marshall Is., to perform a
mission according to operation plan A162-L) CTF 53 in company with convoy
Tractor Group THREE and screen vessels, Captain G, B, Carter, USN CIG 53,16
in command on board the U. S. S. STEMBEL, cruising and maneuvering on different
courses and formations, waiting for orders to proceed and accomplish our
mission, on June 17, 1944, at latitude 13° 17" N, and longitude 148° 05' E,
at 1750 enemy planes being reported in the vicinity by the screen vessel,
&t 1755 three enemy torpedo planes being sighted on the starboard side two
points forward of the starboard beam bearing 68° relative bearing, ships
heading 142 (T), and one plane off the port beam, The convoy continued its
speed of eight knots and course on reverse formation and 60° right turn,
The first plane making approach for the center of the convoy on approximate
course 50° (T), The heavy concentration of fire from the IST'S forced the

plane to che.n%: course to approximate 330 (T) heading for the rear end of

the convoy, e second plane making approach for the head of ghe convoy and
directly for IST 117 one minute later on approximate course 50° (T). The
heavy concentration of the LST's fire forced the plane to change course to
approximate 110° (T) and released his torpedo at altitude of about fifty

feet and about seven hundred yards from the LST 117 and three points off the
starboard bow, The torpedo passing clear of all ships ahead of the convoy.,
The plane being hit from the LST's and escorts and it begin to lose altitude
and gain altitude as if he was out of conw altitude again and
making wild right turn with the U. S. S. S chasing and firing on the
plane, the plane heading on approximate course 140° (T), The plane landed

on the water about six miles ahead of the convoy but not on fire, t
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U. S. S, LST 117
FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF,
CONFIDENTIAL 27 June 1944,

Subject: Action Report IST 117 Tractor Group 53,16 June 17, 194k,

for the great effort they made to build the LST Flotilla FIVE with such a firing
power, not only to be protected from air. attacks but we are willing to go out

and hunt for Jap planes,
Wn‘?a W

STANLEY PRAS, LIEUT, USN (T)
Commanding,
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Location of ship /§~ /7 nf /‘/ﬁo f'_[TTM ao./ls T /7
Pate Jueme JEZ_,L;Z_LJ*

NOTES

(a) Repel Atte_ck First-—-Then ccllect data for this report!

(b) Do not "gun deck" tlis report--if data cannot be esti-
nated with reansonahle acecuracy enter dash in space for
‘whlch no deta is availablec,

(¢) These sheets ure to be filled out immediately after action
- is completed with drte available from'shirp's leg, umemory,
and consultaticn with ship's officcrs, Thfo rmation is
essential in order that the eirfectliveness of our equip=-
ment can be dotermined, Vhere data is of doubtful accure

gey f£ill in with géneral teras, The obtaining of this
informaticn nmuct not be cllowed in ary way ts édversely
"affect the handling of equipment during aoction,

 Surprise cttack(yes or no) mof

Methed pick-' ng planeup (Re (’ar binoculars, naked \,yc)v —
(If by Rader stete-type of set_ —

(a) Icohout( ) or special equipment.detector operator(s):
S—— o TR ——yp |

JaJAe) (Rate) (SUrVJc’ No,o )

riede initial contact hy X
' {86 ur—i )7 radurT T SMSD T 5

vy iy

(MED), (Sicht)

" Range plane wes plecked up (50 miles, 30 Ailed, 10 niles,
i ley

less 5 milcs) AV

~ Nunber of plaues %M/z‘,
Type of planc (Fl*hter, seout, inL,-bouoer zM

Type of attack M

‘Specd and altitude (High and fast, interuediate and fas‘c
hlghéxﬂzci:/];ow, internmediate und slow, low and slow__ .

-

Enclocure (A)
11 705
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tine tracking to first shot /[ SM—M :
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tine of firect hits

Jooltlnrﬁ aug le open fire
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/e, ® oo
borring, first shot 28 sokelive

{ 4 Yy o '
Doariﬂf last shot 340 e leeiin

first shot 34 J 0 2

‘rarge lost shot Q3 20 ? acidlacs
altitude of Lomb release ,5‘@ é"‘ i

rar{,e torpndo release “2;2 Size of tor-

s et

Hits on ship ‘*v’\wrm'g Was ‘ship

Nunber mmr

Plancs shct

By what "140 cun

Detail

Perfcrnance

(b

of daua "e to ta

strafed Yae ’Size fun  —e="
b i l’liS €8 Y owg Cusualtics fron near nisses juowa

Jown~surc_ 2 Possible_| Denage
Vg s

VPR )

mt by gunfire if »vailéble-
AR (A ;

of ariunition (Excellent, goud, bad poor)_q(v@""&

Pattcrn glzes (Large,. small exccssive) Qﬁndﬁ ;

SKETCH

a) Indlc'lte dlroctlon of attack relative ship"* head.
Show relative position of sun.

(c) Indicatc own nianeuvers.

Inclosurc (A)

b
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Serial 00141 ;
L.S.T. FLOTILLA FIVE
| THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
“UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Office of the Commander
c/o Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, California,

5 July 1944.

FIRST INDORSENENT to
C.0. USS LST 117 conf.
ltr. of 27 June 1944, file

By L Y1652
'.l&.)., Sci.uu.l (Jl/ﬁ;’.

Commander Task Group 53.16 (Captain G. B. Carter,
U. S. Navy, Commander L.S.T. Flotilla FIVE).
Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Commander Task Force 53.
Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet.
b

Subject: Action Report-USS ILST 117.
1s Forwarded.

Rie The Group Commander concurs wit h emarks con-
tained in paragreph 1 of the basic report that the heavy auto-
matic weapon fire from the convoy operated to impair the
efficiency of the attacking planes to an extent which made
certain of the torpedoes pass clear of the formation.

4 The use of barrage balloons in conjunction with

such gun fire is bound to impair the efficiency of torpedo planes
attacking a convoy to an even greater extent.

. . il e

Copy to:
C.0u USS IST 1175
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FILE No. OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER
A16-3 GROUP THREE, AMPHIBIOUS FORCES wjb
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

SERIAL No, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

00366 12 September 1944,

S=E=C-R=-E=T

SECOND ENDORSEMENT to
C.0. US3 LoT 117 conf.
ltr. of 27 June 1944, file
Al2, serial 0152.

From: Commander Group THREE, Amphibious Forces Pacific.
Teo : Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Via : (1) Commander Amphibious Forces Pacific Fleet.
(2) Commender FIFTH Fleet.
(3) Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet.

Subject: Action Report - USS LST 117.
die Forwarded.

2 The value of Barrage Balloons in IST's, as recommended
in paragraph 3 of first endorsement is que8tionable. Their
disadvantages are considered to outweigh any advanteges. Certainly
their effect is not as positive and destructive as the well
directed anti-aircraft gunfire from a large number of such weapons.

‘ R. L. CONOLLY.
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CAF/A9 OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER

__ AMPHIBIOUS FORCES, U. S. PACIFIC FLEET
Serial: NN 2?2 SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Uuda

4332
S-E-C-R-E-T

THIRD ENDORSEMENT to 23 SEP1944
C0, USS IST 117 Conf.

Ltr. Al2 Serial 0152

of 27 June 1944.

From: Commander Amphibious Forces, U. S. Pacific
Fleet.
To Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Via (1) Commander FIFTH Fleet.,
(2) Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet.

Subject: Action Report - USS IST 117.
1. Forwarded.

2 Concur in paragraph two of second endorsement.

VAN

P, S. THEISS,
Chief of Staff.

Copy To:
C0, USS LST 117
C0, IST Flotilla FIVE
ComGroup THREE,
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A16-3(2¢c-A) COMMANDER FIFTH FLEET
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER

Serial: 00629

SECRET
FOURTH ENDORSEMENT to
€0, USS LST 117 Conf. Ltr.

A12, Serial 0152
dated 27 June 1944.

From: Commander FIFTH Fleet.

To Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet.

Via Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Areas.
Subject: Action Report - USS LST 117.

1. Forwarded, concurring in the comments of the second
endorsement.

ENCLOSURE XXX XXX

a4




