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Serial No, 29-44 v .
ICT GROUP 23, FLOTILLA EIGHT

¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA,

Commander ICT Group 23,
Commander in Chief, U,S, Fleet,
(1) Commander ICT Flotilla EIGHT,

%23 Commander ICT Flotillas
3) Commander Task Force 76 (Commander SEVENTH Amphibious Force)

(/) Commander SEVENTHE Fleet,

oubjects Actlion Report, Biak Island, Netherlands New Guinea,
May 27 - June 12, 1944.

Reference: Article 712, U.S. Navy Regulations.
Article 762, U,S., Navy Regulations,
Com7thPhib Conf, Ltr, 17 Feb, 1944
Operations Order 5-44, CTF 77,

Eneclogures Anti-Aircraft Action Report Forms, ICT's 166, 245, 248,
257’ 259’ 2w’ 359’ 391p 392’ 3970 ...'c"'('
Diagram, Bosnek Area, Biak Island, ¢ '

Movement Order 24-44, COMICTFLOTS. . 7

|

1e On 24 May 1944, ICT'e 260(F), 166, 245, 257, 359, 391, 392,
and 397 were assigned this command as pert of Task Force 77 for the assault on
Bliak Island, Netherlands New Guinea, ILT's were to transport tanks and artillery
for first supporting waves to the infantry assault, Task force formed at Humboldt
Bay, Netherlands New Guinea, As Biak Island lay 330 miles to westward, approximately
200 miles beyond our last base at Wakde Island, the plan was to tow the ICT's to
rendezvous area off the Biak beach by eight (8) IST's also a part of the task force,
After the JCT's had discharged original cargo, they were to assist in lightering
IS5T's and remain in the area for local unloesding.

2e All unite embarked 25 May 194, and task force departed Humboldt
1700 K that date, ICT's were carrying eight (8) medium tanks, four (4) bull-
dozers, and four (4) batterles of 105 MM, howltzers with ammunition and equipment,

3 ICT's for this operation were each armed with two (2) 20-mm, cannon,
and an average of five (5) 50 calibre and two (2) .30 calibre machine guns, A
totel of sixty-nine (69) 1ight anti-aircraft weapons were mounted on the eight (8)
ships, During the entire operation, except at general gquarters, a lookout was
maintained topside and 2 gun wateh by each 20 mm, gun, All guns were kept cocked
and loaded, At no time would there have been sufficient time to even cock the guns
during the eurprise day raids, In view of the possibility of an enemy counter-
landing, all watches while at Biak were armed with sub-machine guns at night.
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'LCT GROUP 23, FLOTILLA EIGHT
¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA,

16 June 1944

Action Report, Bilak Ieland, Netherlands New Guinea,

Arrived Bosnek, Bisk Island, 0530, 27 May, After preliminary
bombardment ICT's started for beach at 0715, All preceding waves and ICT's
arrived at beach approximately thirty (30) minutes late because SC navigational
guldee took station 2 miles to westward of projected landing heach, ICT's
arrived at beach at 0815, Fringing coral reef prevented immediate discharge of
cargo, and only 359 was able to get close enough to heach to unload, Right wing
of wave (391, 392) pulled off to allow destroyer to come in and eliminate enemy
machine gun positions off their bowe., LCT 260 pulled off reef and beached at
flenk speed at Jetty 2 (Enclosure (A) ) knocking down wooden pler and allowing
tanks and artillery to discharge directly to earth jetty, All 1CT's then unloaded
in area adjoining 359 or over Jetty 2, and unloading wae completed at 1000,

De Only four (4) IST beaching jetties were aveileble, so ICT's then
lightered four (4) LST's bow to bow throughout the day., Cargoee unloeded were dig-
charged by beachlng over coral at Green Beach One,

6. From thie operstion ICT's 391, 392 end 359 susteined demage by beache
ing on coral, but not to an extent precluding thelr operetion,

Te At 1610, five (5) enemy fighter-bombers (2 Zekes, 3 Lilies) approached
unloading area from directions shown in Enclosure (4), ICT's had been having
general quarters al)l day, and they were immedictely tsken under fire by all guns,.
All plenes were immedlately destyroyed by ship and shore-based anti-gircraft, ICT's
a8 indicated by action report were seen to contribute to the destructlon of four
(4) of the planes, but because of the intensity of the anti-gireraft, no unit
contributed wholly te the degtruction of any plane, In this action 392 suffered
atrafing demege and three (2) casvalties.

8. On 28 May three (2) ICT's evacuated casualties from alrstrip
perimeter, via Paral jetty. No damage or casualties were gustained, ¥requent
general quarters throughout the night, with light bombe,

e At C430, 29 May enemy plane dropped many fleree over harbor ares,
Antli-gircraft wag ineffective, Five minuteg later a 2-engined bomber passed
between line of anchored ICT's and beach, hesded wegt at minlmum altitude, 1t
was taken under fire by shore batteries and ICT's, Opposite the last LCOT the
plane caught fire, erashing and burning 300 yards to wegtward, LCOT 392 was seen
to hit this plane, and probably degtroyed it, as it wes not claimed by beach
batterlesg,
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LCT GROUP 23, FLOTILLA EIGHT
¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

16 June 1944

Action Report, Biak Ieland, Netherlands New Culnea,
May 27 « June 12, 19444

At 0830, 20 May, five (5) enemy fighters (Zekes) dived over beach
and IfT's from n.ortheact bombing and strafing. Gun watches immediately opened up,
along with beach, and three (3) planes were shot down in flameg, ICT's 397, 260,
391, among others, were geen to contribute to the desgtruction of two (2) planes,

11, At 1400, 1CT 257 was diepatched to FParal Jetty to teke off elements
of the ,flst Divigion cut off by the ememy in that viecinity, Despite mortar fire,
It.(jg) M. A, Evans maneuvered hig craft into the narrow channel and took off
five (5) jeeps, two (2) anti-tank gune, and about ninety-five (95) men, The ICT
received one hit, damaging the ramp engine and wounding one man,

17 Cn 30 May, ICT's were engaged in transporting gasoline to storage
dumps on Owi Island. Upon departure of IST econvoy at 1700, three (3) enemy
fighter-bombers passed over the convoy with unobserveld results, One fighter passed
through all antie-sircraft fire of beach and ICT's without damage, and was apparently
shot. down by a patrolling deetroyer about five (5) miles to westward,

13, 21 May, fregquent genersl quarters throughout the night, At 2300
enemy planes droppred parachute flares from medivm altitude, Flares were shot out
by anti-gireraft, One plane attempted to strafe besch, and was shet down in {lames,

14 . June 2, ICT's 259 and 248 arrived from Hollandia, At 1615, fifteen
(15) Zero fighter-bombers came in low over beach from north, bombing and strafing.
Four were immedlately shot down by shore and sghip anti-aircraft, of which ICT's
contributed to the destruction of two (2). Approximately one-half hour later,
while ICT's were still at general quartere, six (6) more fightere approached from
the same direction, Two (2) of these were ghot down in flames by ICT's 259, 397,
166 and 257, with other ICT's contributing, Beach shot down one more, plug one
probable, Pilot of plane destroyed by 259 and 397 was captured by 397 and delivered
to naval intelligence for questioning, Two casuvaltles, ICT 248 and 391,

15, June 3, At 1100, while engaged in transporting troops and gupplies
to Owi Island, were attacked by an undetermined mmber of Zerog, (belived to be 11),
ICT 248 loading at jetty suffered a near miss, with two (2) casualties. In the
sgme action the USS Reid (DD369) suffered demage and casuslties from a nesr miss
while patrolling outgide the harbor, No planes destroyed by ILCT's,

16, June 4. Ordered to cease unloading at 1400 because of enemy task
force in vicinity, Issued orderg tc disperse widely in event of attack, At 2100
our own task force arrived in Jefen Strait, Alerts and bombings continued throughe
out night, and at about 0130 the followling morning, task force fired on an enemy
plane which dropped bombeg in vieinity, Two planes were knocked down during night
by 90 mm, A=A,
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oerial No, 29«44 ‘
ICT GROUP 23, FLOTILLA EIGHT
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>AN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

16 June 1944

Action Report, Blak Island, Netherlands New Culnea,
- Jlme 12, 194.4.

June 5 - 8, Alir raide by small enemy groups carried out easch night,
LCT's not hit, At 0700, 8 June one enemy fighter aporoached ICT enchorage from
the south and dropped one bomb, No damage, Plane escaped,

18, On June 5, ICT's 393 and 298 arrived from Hollandia, and 260, 166,
359, and 397, which had been damaged or suffered mechanical failure, were returnod.
On 8 June, LCT's 400 and 255 arrived from Hollandia, and the remaining four (4)
ICT's of the original echelon returned,

19, On 8 June, six (6) ICT's attempted to land tanks and artillery for
our troops on Mokmer Alrdrome, as sections of the road along the shore were held
by the enemy, The echalon was driven off by heavy enemy fire, so a landing
affected at Parai Jetty,

20 o At 0400, 9 June landed at Mokmer under cover of darkness with heavy
equipment for rebuillding Mokmer Drome, Echelon with sdditionsl artillery, ammunition

and food attempted to land at 1500, but was driven off with bursts from an enemy
antlie-aireraft gun in an unobserved position,

2l Returned at 0/30, 10 June and discharged 75 percent of cargo of four
(4) ICT's, heavy seas and high tides interfering with unloading over reef, At
1300 loaded ICT 259 with three (3) medium tanks and bombarded enemy shore positions
in cliffes above Mokmer Drome, Tanrks expended 500 rounds of 3-in,, and LOCT 3000
rds. 20 mm, and 3000 rds. 50 cal. Army credited operation with nine (9) direct
hits on enemy mortar positions and two (2) observation posts destroyed,

220 June 11, LCT'g stil) unable to land et Mokmer because of enemy fire,
80 commenced ferrying troops and equipment around enemy positions to Parail jetty.
Light air raide during moonlight hours,

23e 12 June, At 0130 enemy planes dropped many heavy bombs on beach
and Army dispersal areas, ILT's not attacked, and did not fire, At approximately
0900 four (4) enemy planeg passed over ICT anchorage and bombed PT boat and
destroyer (DD 611) to southward, Both suffered damage snd casualties, Two (2)

planes were destroyed,

2 e At 1700 K, 12 June, pursuant to orders of the Commander of ICT

Flotillas, the Commander ICT Group 23 departed Bisk leaving the command of the
six (6) remaining LCT's to the sexnior officer present, Lt?%j g) L. J. Daufenbach,




ICT GROUP 23, FLOTILLA EIGHT
¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

16 June 1944

Action Report, Biak Islend, Netherlends New Guines,
Noy 27
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25 e Ihe performance of all ordnance was goods One 20 mm, failure was
éencountered, due to an explosion in the chamber which dameged breech block, barrel
and other mechaniems beyond repair, The echelon expended 15,758 rounds of 20 mm,,
19,785 rounds of 50 calibre, and 4,290 of 30 calibre, Twenty millimeter magazines

were loaded with one HET and 2 HEI, Thie combination seemed particularly effective,
for all plenes shot down crashed in flames.

20, Following battle demege was suffered: LCT 392 strafed end lightly
dameged, including onme 50 calibre gun destroyed, ICT 248, near mise on port side,
shrepnel holes above and below water line, with no damage to machirvery, LCT 257,
mortar eshell through starboard bow, ramp engine temporarily disabled, In addition,

LCT's 259, 391 end 392 were each holed in several compartments in the original
aseault beaching.

/e Becauge of the vclume of entiesircraft fire, 1t i1s not possible to
agslgn definite credit for most planes to either shore or shipe afloat, However,
durirg the pericd covered twenty-seven (27) enemy planes were seen to crash in the
Boenek ares, and of thesge, the ICT's of thic echelon contributed to the degtruction

of eleven (11), Two of the eleven (11) were definitely shot down by ICT's when
no other unite were firing,

284 [CT's were hampered throughout the operation by lack of allowed
communication equipment, The standard TCS radio allowed for ICT's hae as yet
been provided for only two (2) eraft in thie group, For makeghift radio communie
cation, Army SCR 300 radlioe were used, Vieual sigmalling wes eleo hampered by
the lack of the allowed 12" signal seerchlighte, Only four (4) Group 23 shipe
have been equipped with thle light, although many of the ships have been opersating
in combat aree for six to ten monthse It is recommended that all ICT's operating
in thie ares be provided with this equipment,

29 o It i recommended that a pharmaclect mate be placed aboard each 1CT
engaged in a combat eperation of thie type. There was salways a considerable delay
before wounded could be brought to the ship carrying the cne doctor provided
the echelon,

0. Casualties were ag followe, all wounded:s

ICT 392 «  EASTLAND, S, Jr, 257477 Ensign, D-V(S), USNR,
N 392 «  BAXERY;,WitYiam-H, 2875660 aM2/c, UON, —
* 392 «  MILLER, Richard A, 638 81 01 Cox., V=6, USNR,

C\F?RON, Nevled () 210 79 26 Sk VS N

_
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verial No, 20"'414
ICT GROUP 23, FLOTILLA EIGHT
¢/o FLEET FOST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA,

16 June 1944

Action Report, Bisk Island, Netherlands New Guinea,
May 27 - Jun‘.‘: 12’ 1941;0

BEACH, Rex Castle GM2/¢c, USN,
BUSCHOW, Raymond C, 614 86 11 SC3/¢, V=6 USNR
CARLSON, Raymond A. 639 14 80 SCl/¢c, V=6 USNR

DE GRAZIO, Frank A, Jr. 810 15 70 GM3/c V=-6(SV) USNR
LYMAN, Rogs M. 664 89 50 MoVNl/¢c, V-6 USNR

31, The behavicr of all hande was exemplary. Without rest and of'ten
in imminent personal danger, they carried out orders wlllingly and well, in the
highest tradition of the naval service, It is a privilege tc command these men,

e
H-';l"'
7/ -
4 ;/( ' [ - g

. J. R. GREGORY
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v DY SURFACS S 1S

Location of ship Blak Island TR S U.S.S..-,__I_JC_IQ g S Y
Date a Iﬂﬂ:l ﬂa 3 5’--._- 'l(: /'r_l+

REPEL ATTLCK FIRST-=~Then Collect data for this report!

Do not "gun deck" this report=---if data cannot be estimated with
reasonable accuracy enter dash in space for which no data is available.

These sheets are to be filled out immediately after action is completed
with data availsblefrom ship's log, memory, and consultetion with shin's
of ficers, Information is essential in order that the effectiveness of

our equipment can be determined, Vhere data is of doubtful accuracy
fill in with general terms, The obtaining of this information must not
be allowed in any way to adversely affect the handling of equipment

during action,

Surprise atteck (yes or no) Yos
Method of picking up (Radsr, binoculars, naked eye) Naked Eye

Range plane was picked up (50 miles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less

5 miles) lesgs 5 miles »

Nuttbey ofpdanes .. ESWA_. . .  __
2 Lily Bombers

Type of plane (Fighter, scout, divebomber) 3 Zeros Type
of attack otrafing

Speed & altitude (Figh and fast, intermediate and fast, low and fast,
high and slow, intermediate and slow, low and slow)__ low and fast

TR SR R PPy (et P AP ) TR S Re mes e Sepals § S

Guns firing __ All Size 20 MM 50 Cal, 30 Callgber 7
Method of control ylgua, Method Spotting direct

Ammunition expended 900 rda. 500 _rda. 50 Ce - 400 rds., 20 MMF e

Approximate time trecking to first shot 3 secondsg

Approximate time of first hits 5 seconds

Approximate time first shot to last shot  Three minutes i

Approximate position angle open fire lﬁo A

O
Approximate pogition cease fire Y.




Approximete position first shot 75°

0
ipproximate bearing last shot 180

Approximste renge first shot - 2000 ydse
Approximate range last shot 2000 ydse

Lpproximete altitude bomb release None __Type bomb = = = =

TP P VR e e 1 A . AP a bt - il A

Approximaete range torpedo release __= = =2 Size Torpedo = = = =

ISP TpTse— R PR

Fits on ship None Wes ship strafed NO Size Gun _= = = =

Number bomb ncar misses = = = = Cesuclties from neer misscs = = = =

L e A, DA G e SN S U P —————

Plenes ‘ shot downe==Sure 5 Possible - - - - D{_“ama;ge - e w

By whet size gun By beach ackeack & other ships - none by us

Detzils of demape to target by gunfire if availeble _Yery minor

als

L i r - - < >

26  Performence of emmunition (Excellent, good, bad &nd poor) Excellent

26, Pettern sizes (Larce, small excessive) __lLarge e

SKETCH
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Location of ship Biak Igsland  U,Ss.S, ICT(5) #397

(a)
(b)

(¢)

Date 29 May (0315) __ . 'c//

REPEL ATTLCK FIRST-==Then Collect data for this report!

Do not "gun deck" this report=---if data cannot be estimated with
reasonable accuracy enter dash in space for which no data is available.

These sheets are to be filled out immediately after action is completed
with data availablefrom ship's log, memory, and consultation with snin's
officers, Information is essential in order that the effectiveness of
our equipment can be determined, Vhere data 1s of doubtful accuracy
f111 in with general terms. The obtaining of this information must not
be allowed in any way to adversely affect the handling of equipment

during action,

urprise attack (yes or no) Yeg

Method of picking up (Radar, binoculars, naked eye)__ Naked Eye

Range plane was picked up (50 miles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less
5 mi 168) 1Q§gm S gﬁ-m-n-n- a

Nurber ofplanes Q

Type of plane (Fighter, scout, divebomber) _Ldly Bombers Type
of attack - e ew  em e e

Speed & altitude (High and fast, intermediate and fast, low and fast,
high and slow, intermediate and slow, low and slow) Internedinte & fast

Gung firing __ All

Method of control __diract. . | Method Spottlng g;gect

Ammunition expendecd 700 rde

Percent service ellowance expended 2 E

IR B O AT WL 5 ke G ) Wity YSL 1Y Sescie, HA

Approximate time tracking to first shot 3 geconds

Approximate time of first hits 10 seconds

Approximate time first shot to last shot 20 seconds

e e LI e L T S S

Approximate position angle open fire 500

Approximaete position cease fire 20 |




CONF IDENT IAL

15, Approximete position first shot 109 ’
16, Approximzte bearing lest shot 850
17. Approximete renge first shot 1500 yds.

2000 yﬂ. De

Approximate range last shot

Approximaete altitude bomb relecse o w v = = Type bomh = = = =

Lo T L T T ARSI Akt S L

Approximate range torpedo release = = = = = = Gjze Torpedo = = = =

T R T L

Fits on Ship None Ve s Ship atrafed NO 8ige CUn = = = =

Number bomb ncar nmissts = = « =«  (Ceosuclties from near misscs= = w =

B T T L g R i e Ll

By whet size pun By beach ack ack

et

Details of demege to tsrget by gunfirc if availeble Drovped aix (6)

parachute flares over target, Kept high by ack ack and shot down very
quleklye. . . AN

25, Performence of ammunition (Excellent, pood, bad e¢nd poor)Excellent

26, Pattern sizes (larce, smnll excessive) Large then small




Location of ship  Biak Island R . i,

Y T ) =W s e v - - B o awm wlFr = a 5 w .

_29 May (0825)

(a) REPEL ATTLCK FIRCT=w-Tran

(b) Do not "gun fecl!
raasonable ac:iv o

(¢)

e,
allowed 11
during acti~;

Al

Surprise atteck (yesorne) _ Yes . .

Method of picking up (Rader, binnculars, nuked eye) Naked Eye

Range plane was pirked un (50 miles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less
5 miles) lees 5 miles .

Nurber of'planes A

Type of plane (Fizhter, seout, divebomber)Zero fighters Type
ol attack _Strafting . ..

d fast, intermediate gnd fast, low and fast,
c end slew. loew end olow) Jow and fast

2"‘20an 3- 50 C&J.o

FFN A . 8. 300a1 SEEY MO R

D;Lre.ct__._.._ T 3500 L R Direct
AT I o ot S

| |1]

e - aee . 9- 6%: G A . e R e e e B e S o ey (B MRS Geee (td MR S e R R SRS &

AN W e
4 86 conda

h 2 t e
Approximate Time

Approximate pogition cngle open fire

Approximate pogition cease fire




15. Approximete position first shot 75°

i
L}

16, Approximete beering
17- ApprOYiNEtC CIIEC first Shﬁt

Approximete range last shot

e e

ftpproximate eltitude bomb releesec Type bomb = = = e

A’Lpproximz;ta TOnge tOTpr‘.O rolcasSt: e o = - Q1 z€ ']‘Qrzf;,frdo - - wm -

1 2¢ Cyn - - - -

Fita on ship _None Vies ship strafed __No - =

-

22.  Number bomb near misses w o » » Coguezlties from near misscs

23. Plencs shot down-=Sure __4 Possible
By whet size gun 20 MM -

5/, Details of demege to terget by gunfire if aveileble ICT 397 shot down
and received credit for one zero which was ghot down overhead & crashed into

aaa.  Minar atrafing to personne on beaghhead.
- 1 e w—— AR i - g e apauy Sie T

76 Porformence of emmunition (Excellent, cood, bad end poor) Excellent

26. Pottern .sizes (Larce, sme 11 excessive) _,__Ml..

SKETCH




Y SURFASS G-

Location of ship __ Biak Isgland .. LCT 397

ety S PN R o el P sk o VR e A W ew . R e

Date 30 May (1815). _..

(a) REPEL ATT/CK FIRST-~=Then Collect data for this report!

(b) Do not "gun deck" this report=--if data cannot be estimated with
reasonable accuracy enter dash in space for which no dava is avai 4~

(¢c) These sheets are to be filled out immediately after action is comlcteal
with data availgblefrom ship's log, memory, and consultation with olin's
of ficers, Information is essential in order that the effectiveness of
our equipment can be determined, Vhere data is of doubtful accurecv
111 in with general terms, The obtaining of this informetion must not
be allowed in any way to adversely affect the handling of eaquipment

during action,

Surprise attack (yes or no) _Yes
Method of picking up (Radsr, binoculars, naked eye) Naked Eve

Range plane was picked up (50 miles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less
5 miles) leas S niles —

Nurber ofplanes two or three

Type of plane (Fighter, scout, divebomber) Zero Fighters Type
of attack atrafing

Speed & altitude (High and fast, intermediate and fast, low and favt
high and slow, intermediste and slow, low and slow) Intermedis te & fast

2 - 20 MM 3 . o 50 CBJ-.
Gunsg firing ___All Size_2 = 30 Gal, Number ___ 7 Iy
Method of control d:irect. Method Spotting direct

Ammunitlon expcndcd

Percent service allowance expended 10 %

Arrroniincte time trecelidiny %o first siint __j__agrqq_r_l_d,g__
¥, Apprexime¥e tine of Frst Wes 7 seconds

12, Approximete time first shot to last shot 4 minutes

13, Approximate position angle open fire ~ 30°

14, Approximate position cease fire 300V




o
Approximecte position first shot 10

0
approximete bearing lest shot 180

Approximzte renge first shot 2000 yds,
Approximate range last shot 2000 ydse

Approximate altitude bomb relesse = = = = lype bomb = * = =
Approximate range torpedo relegse = o = = Size Torpedo = = = =

Fits on ship None  Ves ship strafed . _No  Size Gun = ===

Number bomb ncar misses = = = = Cesuczlties from neer misscs = = = ©

By whet size gun JImpossible to say

Details of demage to terget by gunfire if availeble LOT 322'3 fire :
heavily damaged one zero whiech crashed into sea from our fire, Thlis was

. s W . .
i AF aMAWTTTe al “.' "". £ : -'® . ‘ “ - ..: ‘ . : ' . '= . a

Porformance of ammunition (Excellent, good, bad «nd poor) Excellent

Pettorn sizes (Larce, small excessive) _Small

SKETCH




Location of ship Biak ITalend y.8.8. ICT(5) 397

(2)
(b)

(¢)

oY SURFASSE S-S

e L T e Y I e

Da’te Q‘Hle (;M‘l : C) 4

REPEL ATT.CK FIRST-~<~Then Collect date for this report!

Do not "gun deck" this report---if data cannot be estimated with
reasonable accuracy enter dash in space for which no data is availah.!e.

These sheets are to be filled out immediately after action is complete
with data aveilablefrom ship's log, memory, and consultation with sni:
officers, Information is essential in order that the effectiveneﬁe of
our equipment can be determined, Vhere data is of doubtful accuracy
fill in with general terms, The obtaining of this informaetion must not
be allowed in any way to adversely affect the handling of equipment
during action,

Surprise attaeck (yes or no) Yog
Method of picking up (Radar, binoculars, naked eye) Neked Lye

Range plane was picked up (50 miles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less
5 miles) legg O M6 N

Nurber ofplanes 18

Type of plane (Fi ghter, scout, divebomber) 4€Ir'o Fighters Type
of attack Strafing end small bombﬂ

Speed & altitude (High and fast, intermediate and fast, low and fast,

high and slow, intermediate and slow, low and slow) Hlg and f&BE_!_ l&tel’
2 -~ 20 Mils 3 5008_-,_1@“:; " "H'Té.—*‘ -

Guns firing __ All Si ze R = 30 Cale Number

Method of control Ny Method Spotting “ﬁr_ga
Ammunition expended ' 0 1rdg

_

Percent service ellowance expended 15%

Approximete time tracking to first shot & gecondg

Approximate time of fires t hits 7 seconde

Approximate time first shot to last shot &« miniteg

Approximate position engle open fire T 17

0
Approximete pogition cease fire 300




Approximete position first shot _ 10°

. : O
Approximete bearing last shot 140

UM A | ed YA S e G AP TP AR B S o AR W AP e AP

Approximete renge first shot 1500 ydg.

PRl o #05 Ar@AYP e TRR L 4rrs - B Fop s PG - P Pog P “role W) BE et i S

Approximate range last shot 75 Yydse
Lpproximate altitude bomb releese = Type bomb

ilr‘pI‘OY'fmF._tE rE‘nEE tﬂrpedﬁ rpl(’xase ™ =m o - Si 7¢ 'PC’I‘FJ(‘:dO - e &= -

AP mery =t v B R el Sy W Jo AT

Fits on ship None Vs ship strafed NO Qioe Gun = = = *

e e

Number bomb near misses » « « ¢ (Coguclties from near misscs

e A AN ) A e B e B b ARt et

By whet size gun 20 MM & 50 Cal, Two plenes (Zeros) by ICT 397
one by port 50 cel. & one by starboard 20 1

Deteils of demeape to terget by gunfire if avai 1:b1lo Two Elenﬁf‘, S Z'ercsz both
hit in belly and éaught fire and crashed into see very cloge, Cne enemy pllov

o N o
Asigeriibte LLCI s V>

25, Performence of ammunition (Excellent, pood, bad ¢nd poor) Excellent

26, Pattern sizes (Larce, small excessive) omal.l

s A G R A R RBSs S A MR S ey <TG Y PR

> KILICH
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File No. FE25/41 =3 ) SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
Serial No. o V—,"» Fleet Post Office
o - / < / San Francisco, California

LHIRD ENDORSEVIENT on:
Com LCT Grp 23 conf.

ltr., serial 29-44 of
16 June ) 1914[;.

From: Commander Task [force SEVENTY-SIHVEIN.

(Deputy Commander SEVENTH Amphibious Force)
To: Commander-in-Chief, U.S5. Fleet.,
Via: Commender SEVENTH Fleet.

oubject: Actlion Report, Commander LCT Group TWENTY -
THREL - BIAK Operation.

Reference: (a) CominCh restr. ltr., serial 7152 of 29
Oct., 1943,
(b) Com7thPhib secret ltr., serial 0015 of
10 June, l9hh.

, B Forwarded in accordance with reference (a).

2 o LCTs enumerated in the baslc letter performed
thelr assigned tasks in an outstanding manner and contributed

meterially to the success of the BIAK Operation, Their ser-
vices were invaluable in negotiating the coral studded landing

areas and in shuttling equipment from LSTs.

3 The performance of these craft under alr attacks

related in the basic letter, their contributlion to the de-
strucetion of enemy aircreft, and thelr behavior generally under
trying conditions of continuous heavy duty are exceedlingly com=-
mendable and a tribute to the initiatlive, courage, and zeal

of the officers and men who man these craft.

& o A full account of the BIAK Operetion including
conments and recommendations on specific phases of the action

was forwarded by reference (b)

(/ - «f{ /N

W. M, FECHTELER

Copy to:
Com LCT Flotillas
Com LCT Flot

Com LCT Grp 230
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